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FIRST  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
present  State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  into  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain^  the  Easi'Imdietf 
and  China  ;  and  to  report  their  Obsenrations  thereupon  to 
the  House ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report  the  Minutes 
OF  THE  Evidence  taken  before  them  from  time  to  timey  to 
the  House; — 

HAVE  made  a  Progress  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred^ 
and  had  examined  several  Witnesses ;  and  directed  the 
Minutes  of  the  Evidence  lobe  reported  to  the  House 
up  to  the  4th  day  of  this  instant,  March,  inclusive. 

iM  March  1830. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


LMtm^  15°  rfte  Fehrmrii  imo. 


1&  Feb.  1830. 


William  Warp,  Esq-  m  tlie  Chair. 

THOMAS  GORE  LLOYD,  Esq.,  Accountant  General  of  the 
Eiistlndia  Company,  ami  JAMES  COSMO  MELVILL, 
Esq.,  Auditor  of  the  East-India  Company;  called  in  and 
examined. 

1.  (To  Mr.  MefviIL}~Yon  fill  the  office  of  Auditor  to  th« 
East-India  Company  ? — I  do. 

2.  Are  yon  Auditor  of  the  accounts  of  the  rereDue*  coflwner- 
cial  and  political,  or  of  any  other  department? — Of  the  whol« 
of  the  polittca]  ftC€Ount«  of  India.  J 

8,  What  do  you  consider  as  the  political  accounts? — Thd 
whole  of  the  revenues  and  charges  applicable  to  the  tern  to  rial 
goviirnment  of  India. 

4.  Do  you  inclyde  id  that  the  revenue  of  the  old  settled  dis« 
tricts  of  the  ceded  and  of  the  conquered  or  tributary  states  ?— ■ 
The  whole,  \ 

5.  Are  those  accounts  sent  home  annually  to  England  ?^ 
They  are. 

0,  To  what  period  have  the  last  complete  set  been  received  ? 
--Up  to  the  30th  of  April  1828;  tlie  account  of  1827-I828* 

1.  Have  you  seen  the  printed  papers  submitted  to  this  Cotn* 
tnittce,  signed  William  Leach,  dated  the  4th  of  January  18S0l 
^I  saw  them,  for  tlie  first  time,  late  on  Saturday  aflemoon. 

tt.  Do  you  know  whether  that  account  is  made  up  to  Apri 
1827,  for  the  year  1826-7  ?^lt  professes  to  be. 

9,  The  Committee  are  to  understand  that  you  have  a  wholi 
years  accounts  at  the  India-House,  received  after  those  ao* 
counts  were  made  up  ? — Undoubtedly ;  which,  I  believe,  thi 
Committee  will  find  contained  in  a  paper  communicated  from 
the  India-House,  included  in  this  collection,  page  26* 

10,  Arc  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  accounts  in 
Table,  No,  1  (A)  are  a  regular  abstract  of  the  revenues  ai 
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IS.  Are  the  Commitlee  to  undmtaad  that«  with  the  dilrili 

^if  tile  poUtiQel  eccemili,  end  the  deleik  of  the  eein«eiieU  m* 

,  their  iheU  here  the  whole  eocoyeie  the  ledie  Ceameey 

I?— If  by  poljtjcel  k  eireet  the  exptoets  ef  the  peklicri 

~    '    ''      the  otril  and  mlUtery  cherget* 

lib  WiB  ]mi  tWe   lo  die  CoroiAJtcee  tnider  hew  mefijr 

heedt  die  lunieeei  ef  Dengil  ire  err«aged7^11ie 

imfmummt,  which  en^reheiide  die  Mim.  Pte      ' 

»i  die  Judidel  defertiiiMiti  erhkh  nerelj  • 

fisei  end  fieet;  the   Ltad  Revenue 

the  tftfid  revenue :  the  CmioaM, 
famd  bikI  iee  customi ;  the  Belt,  which  ctiin|ire' 
ibe  gfeei  receptt  from  the  uilri;  nf  salt ;  tlic   Oprnm, 
efticfc  emnprehendi  the  gross  r>  heaetefit 

Thireiim  new  bred  of  iccount.  lurleecedt'         ^ 

die  prearnt  chiutcT  on  the  Ncrliuadikh ;  there  U,  finaliy,  the 
hted  ef  Marinr  rcccipti,  whkli  comprvhendji  fivcr  dueji, 
17.  In  whet  depertmenti  are  the  retenoei  of  Bonarci  in- 
I  f^^^Thtf  ore  tnchided  under  the  scveml  beads  I  have 
fir  d»  Committee.    The  head  of  Kevcnue  shows 
i  froei  Befiaree,  how  imich  irem  the  old 
ithe  eews  aed  to  of  die  Coaloioa. 
Are  dM  riMilimi  le  Qndtratend  thet  hi  the  eecoutita 
Bop  eidM  fmle  lliieiii  the  ilreieK  tf  anr*  of  the  Beneree 
if  anyv  of  flanfw  in  that  distriet,  wotdd  ap- 
the  general  receipt  of  tbi*  Mint  attd   BieetfM? 
IT,  aieled  ^perately  under  tJmt  feoeral  haed^ 
19;  O^  yen  enditetaiid  whet  fills  up  the  cotaitn  here  tmdar 
the  haed^ef  Benarta^  where,  for  ifistanee,  Ihr  die  year  HO0-li^ 
die  feveoee  of  Bmres  U  stated  at  £570,4M,  and  for  the  year 
iaiS-7,  iliealeledM£7Bi,7t^;  arc  the  Cammittcc  to  undct- 
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stand  that  that  is  the  aggregate  of  the  revcTiiie  of  Benares,  and 
that  no  portion  of  it  is  included  m  the  preceding  existing 
columns?— I  should  apprehend  so;  but  not  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  account,  I  cannot  answer  pre- 
cisely. 

20  The  Committee  are  to  understand  tliat  there  are  portions 
of  those  colunms  placed  precisely  under  the  same  classification 
under  whicli  you  have  just  stated  the  other  revenues  to  be? — 
Yes, 

21.  At  the  India-House,  Benares  is  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct?— We  have  the  materials  for  keeping  it  distinct;  tlieyare 
sent  home  distinct^ 

22.  There  is  another  column,  "  Ceded  Provinces  in  Oude;*' 
does  that  column  contain  the  aggregate  of  the  whole  receipts  of 
revenue  under  every  head  ?  - 1  apprehend  the  answers  I  have 
given  as  to  Benares  is  applicable  to  that. 

23.  And  the  same  with  respect  to  the  Conquered  provinces? 
— Yes. 

24.  Can  you  furnish  to  the  Conimittcedetatls  respecting 
those  five  departments,  Benares,  Ceded  Provinces  of  Oude, 
Conquered  Provinces,  Ceded  Territory  on  the  Nerbuddah, 
Ceded  Provinces  in  Burmah,  under  their  respective  heads,  ia 
the  same  manner  as  the  Committee  have  the  revenue  for  ihe 
old  provinces  of  Bengal  ?— Undoubtedly. 

25.  In  the  accounts  of  the  salt  revenue,  have  you  the  annual 
expense  of  the  establishment,  the  gross  and  net  produce,  and 
prices  of  sale  ? — Certainly. 

26.  With  respect  to  opium^  the  same  details  can  be  fumrshed  ? 
-Yes. 

27.  Under  wliat  head  are  the  sayer  or  inland  duties  included  ? 
— They  come  under  the  liead  of  the  land  revenue,  a  sepiimte 
branch  of  the  land  revenue,  the  sayer  or  transit  duties,  and  the 
abkarrie  or  excise  duties  on  spirits. 

28.  Docs  the  column  marked  *'  Total  Revenues''  contain  the 
entire  gross  amount  of  all  those  revenues  which  you  have  now- 
stated?*!  presume  it  does,  if  the  figures  are  correct. 

20*  Is  it  the  practice  in  India,  in  paying  money  out  of  the 
revenue,  to  credit  only  the  actual  amount  received,  or  do  you 
bring  the  receipts  for  all  such  payments  made  into  the  gross 
amount? — The  gross  amount  is  credited  without  any  deduction 
whatever,  the  deductions  being  carried  to  the  opposite  side  of 
rhe  account. 

30.  Will  you  state  how  many  departments  of  audit  there  are 
in  Calcutta,  for  examining  those  accounts  before  they  are 
settled  and  sent  to  England  ? — They  are  audited  by  the  several 
Boards  and  sepiirate  functionaries. 

SL  How  many  Boards  are  there,  and  what  are  their  duties? 
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-— There  are  three  Boards ;  one  of  ReTeniie»  conttsiinff  of  three  16  fVk  1 13^. 

or  four  members,  civil   senrants;  there   is  a   Board   of  Salt         

and  Opium,  consisting  of  three  members,  civil  servants ;  and  "^^  ^\^'*^ 
there  is  a  Marine  Board,  consisting  of  three  civil  servants  and         ^* 
the  Master-Attendant  in  CalcutU  :  each  of  these  Boards  has 
an  accountant. 

32.  Are  those  Boards  entirely  sefiarate  from  each  other,  so 
that  no  members  of  one  are  members  of  another  ? — The  Marine 
Board  is  united  in  a  great  measure  with  the  Board  of  Salt  and 
Opium,  onlj  that  the  Master- Attendant  is  a  member  of  thai 
Board  for  marine  purposes. 

S3.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  Salt  and  Opium  Board,  joined 
bj  the  Master-Attenciant,  sits  as  the  Marine  Board? — Yet. 
llie  civil  charges  are  not  audited  by  either  of  those  Boards,  but 
by  an  officer  expressly  for  that  purpose,  who  b  denominated  the 
Civil  Auditor,  and  who  audits  also  the  accounts  of  the  Mint  and 
of  the  Post-office.  The  military  cliarges  are  audited  by  a  se* 
parate  auditor,  under  the  denonunation  of  the  Military  Auditor* 
General,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Board. 

34.  Will  you  state  the  constitution  of  the  Military  Board?— 
It  is  not  in  my  department. 

35.  Will  you  sUte  what  period  eUpses  aAer  the  close  of  the 
year  before  the  land  revenue  is  audited  and  settled  ?^ About 
ten  months.  The  accounts  are  closed  to  the  30th  of  April  in 
eadi  year,  and  they  should  be  despatched  about  the  January  or 
February  following.  That  delay  is  created  by  the  revenue  ac- 
counts and  military  accounts  not  being  intermediately  audited* 

36.  Will  you  state  to  what  cause  the  delay  that  takes  place 
ks  to  be  assigned  ? — The  complexity  of  the  accounts,  the  vast 
sums  they  embrace,  and  the  necessity  of  referring  to  a  great 
distance. 

37.  Will  you  state  the  time  that  elapses  in  the  final  audit  of 
the  other  Boards  afVer  the  closing  of  the  year  ? — About  the 
same  time. 

3S.  Does  the  auditing  at  home  in  your  office  include  any  judg- 
ment upon  the  charges,  or  is  it  merely  passing  the  accounts  as 
they  are  passed  in  India? — It  is  merely  a  revision  of  tlie  ac- 
counts ;  the  auditing  of  the  accounts,  properly  80  called,  takes 
place  in  India. 

39.  Your  office  in  England  is  merely  recording  the  transactiona 
of  the  audit  offices  in  India  ?  -  Clearly  so  ;  so  far  as  respects  the 
audit  branch  of  business,  llie  duty  consists  in  revising  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  books,  and  seeing  that  all  the  orders  of  the 
home  authorities  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  keeping  those  ac- 
counts have  been  strictly  observed. 

40.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  system  of  audit  of  the  accounts 
in  India,  and  aAerwardn  by  re-examinution  at  home,  is  uh  ;;(>od 
a  system  as  can  be  established,  or  that  it  might  be  improved  ? — 
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15  Fdi*  I630tp  If  I  may  be  permitted  t»  form  a  judgment,  I  iboiild  wy 

the  iysiem  tliat  now  prevails  in  India  ii  a  good  ooe ;  tkal  the 

^'  ^J^^*   accounts  are  quickly  audited,  coMideriiig  the  vafi  ms^m  and  tltt 
**^  ddcription  of  the  expeDditure  they  embrace. 

41*  Vou  hare  stated  tliat  the  office  with  which  joo  are  coo* 
liected  audits  merely  the  political  account£  ? — Hff  ning  hy  liiat  i 
the  whole  of  the  territorial  revenues  and  chargiea ;  what  ipooUI 
he  called  the  Govemment  accouotap 

^.  Id  what  office  are  the  commerciaJ  accotmta  audited  ?— ^ 
By  Mr.  Lloyd,  tlie  Accountant-General,  who  is  here. 

4S.  Do  you  mean  the  accounts  in  India  connected  with  lodiit , 
as  well  as  the  accounts  at  home  ? — I  apprehend  tliat  the  audit  of] 
GOBMiierdal  atmiita  takes  place  in  India ;  and  that  what  takc#{ 
pbee  hi  this  emtiitfT  by  Mr.  Lloyd  is  very  t imilar  to  tliat  which  ' 
takes  place  tn  my  oAce  in  regard  to  the  political  accounts. 

44.  So  that  the  commercial  accoimts  in  India  are  not  incloded 
in  your  department  ? — They  are  not, 

45.  They  are  made  up  in  India,  and  not  in  London  ?^ — Not  in 
London. 

46.  Are  the  salt  and  opium  accounts  included  in  your  depart^ 
ment  ? — They  are* 

47.  You  consider  them  purely  revenue  accounts,  and  not 
commercial  ? — Clearly  rerenue  accounts 

48.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  how  the  salt  comes  into  tlie 
DOiseiiion  of  the  East-India  Company?^ The  Committee  will 
be  pleased  to  understand  mine  is  merely  a  department  o(  ac- 
count. 

49.  In  page  6  of  the  accoimta  before  the  €oi]Biiiittee»  it  ap* 
■leftrs  that  in  the  year  1626-7  the  profiu  of  the  Govenime  ^ 
Bank  are  brought  in  under  the  head  of  Mint ;  are  the  profits 
the  Bank  generally  brought  in  under  the  head  of  Mmt,  or  ii 
that  the  only  ^ear  in  which  they  have  been  ao  intjoduced  ? — 
I  believe  that  is  the  only  year  in  which  there  are  any  profits 
from  the  Government  Bank  at  Madras^  and  it  is  only  at  Madras 
that  tliere  is  purely  a  Government  Bank ;  those  profits  had  ac- 
cumulated for  a  long  course  of  years,  without  being  brought  to 
account,  and  there  was  an  adjustment  in  that  year.  I  was  not 
aware»  until  the  honourable  Member  pointed  it  out,  that  this 
item  was  stated  in  the  accounts  signed  **  William  Leach^"  under 
the  head  of  Mint, 

50.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  in  what  manner  the  ^t 
and  opium  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Company's  authori- 
ties in  India? — I  have  not  in  my  department  the  documents 
which  would  furnish  the  information. 

5L  With  regard  to  the  salt  and  opium,  can  you  inform  tlie 
Committee  whether,  under  tlie  head  of  Revenue,  os  that  in- 
cluding tlie  gross  amount,  you  take  the  repayment  of  advance 
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Undrr  tli#  Heod  of  Revenue  you  hmire  fciMnrteljr  liwi  re* 

the  mU  etui  opiua,  elie  iIhi  feoil?ed  in 

in  Ibe  preeedinf  yMf  ?~Wliei  k 

rjr  biwed  tti  die  w>idlirtoiet  ibr  liie 

of  Am  Mtbie,  nd  ael  blended  to  tie  repeid ;  it  b  mn 

to  liioi  oo  acMHBi  ef  kb  eenCfftct. 

Hie  Coauntttee  are  not  to  underitjuidt  tlira,  that  if  you 

the  imeller  from  the  larger  mnit  chat  whidi  reemini  b 

pfoAt  of  that  year? — Ko»  not  of  that  year. 

It  ony  be  taken  mnning  from  year  to  yeaft  at  •liowfai^ 
oei  bahace  ?— Tea* 

What  b  copyrehended  nnder  the  head  of  Marine  Umm^ 
^-^Ibeee  ate  nver  diiea«  meeringa  and  pjlotngaw  and  %^fr* 


vessel  ] 


the  rrreniie  of  the  Mrnl  tnclude 
oea  that  ariae  ?-^There  b  a  ditty 


Wll  yon  einte  n  vhat  mnnner  the  noOitafir  i 
lly  beSooig  to  the  political  departmentf  whicK  i 
Hfglbidandaeniniii,  are  brought  into  theaceettnia?— Tbcy 
Endndnd  ame^g  the  terrilociaT  dmrgea  paid  in  England. 

L  Hey  do  not  emer  Into  thb  acxrount  at  alt^OmaiBly 


felgnorwet  er 
open  comag^i 


Are  yott  aware  whether  any  itltrnttjim  has  bceti  tnede 
the  r»ert  of  the  Committee  in  1810,  in  which  the  »utiv 
i  afthe  MhH  fa|idiaiioni  b  cenlntned?^!  an  nei  mare  of 
the  MBineae  eonneeted  iHth  dhe  Mbt  b  in  a 
ic 

Cnn  the  Committee  obtain  an  account  of  the  itcnu  firom 
b  ftfenne  arbet  ?-^Undonhtedly» 
the  mooey  coined  at  the  Mint  on  aceeoni  of  tie 
b  thai  charge  for  ieigmmigr  Indnded  ?*-!  an  not 
that  cfuettitm  mthfrni  telhthig  In  thp  deliiM 


0lL  Doea  ihnt  remain  n  ftated  in  the  Report  nf  IfllCF?-  f 
heBevn  ft  dan;  hot  I  nnat  take  the  liberty  of  rrferring  the 
Conndiaee  m  the  drpartrncnt  in  which  tne  buiinetii  ef  the 
Mat  b  tmancted. 

03^  Can  yon  atate  whether  the  man  credited  in  eaeh  year 
n  profe  to  the  Mtirt  b  net  profit,  or  whether  ther^  is  a  chane 
to  be  net  aBBSiat  it?-*There  t»  a  large  eharfe  on  the  Btipoani 

I  Ihn  MrT^-fr^  Company,  in  tia  Gttitttn€rcJtii  capacby. 


15  Feb.  1830 


Esq* 


KVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

.  charged  with  a  seignorage  for  the  money  coined  at  the  India 
mints?— I  apprehend  that  the  Company,  in  its  commercial 
capacity,  has  no  money  coined  at  the  India  mints;  in  its  terri- 
toria]  capacity  it  has. 

65.  Is  there  any  seignorage  charged  in  this  accouDt  of 
receipts  for  money  coined  for  the  Company  generally?—!  am 
not  aware ;  but  the  honourable  Committee  may  be  furnished 
with  the  details  of  the  account. 

66.  Are  you  aware  that  any  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal 
are  received  in  kind? — No*  I  apprehend  not. 

WILLIAM  LEACH,  Esq.,  Accountant  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  Affairs  of  India,  called  in,  and  emamined 

67.  Will  you  look  al  that  paper  that  you  liave  in  your  liandj 
page  4,  under  the  head  of  Benares,  and  state  whether  you  con- 
ceive the  sums  in  that  column  of  land  revenue,  stamps,  and 
every  other  kind  of  income  received  in  Benares,  are  included  ? 
^^Th is  account  has  been  made  up  from  the  accounts  presented 
to  Parliament  every  year,  and  I  suppose  it  to  include  all  those 
items.  Mr,  Melvill,  being  present,  can  of  course  speak  to  the 
fact. 

68.  {Mr*  MeivilL)  Do  you,  in  the  accounts  that  you  make 
up  for  Parliament,  include  Benares  separately?^ — Ites,,  I  do; 
and  that  includes  all  the  heads. 

69.  (To  Mr,  Leach.)  Have  the  goodness  to  state  at  what 
exchange  you  Iiave  converted  all  the  rupees  into  pounds  in  the 
Table  you  have  laid  before  the  Committee  ? — At  the  exchange 
used  in  the  Parliamentary  accounts;  2s*  the  current  rupee. 

70.  Are  all  the  accounts  of  Bengal  kept  in  current  rupees, 
or  siccas  ? — Tliey  are  kept  in  siccas.  The  difference  between 
the  current  and  sicca  is  16  per  cent. ;  tlxe  sicca  rupee  is  16  per 
cent,  better  than  the  current;  that  is  the  rate  at  which  the 
sterling  value  shewn  in  the  accounts  before  Parliament  is  calcu* 
lated. 

7L  In  what  rupee  are  the  whole  of  those  accounts  of  the 
revenue  kept  at  Calcutta  ? — In  sicca  rupees. 

72.  jVt  what  rale  do  you  convert  the  sicca  rupee  into  cur- 
rent ? — By  taking  the  sicca  at  16  per  cent*  better  tlian  the 
current  rupee  at  2^.,  which  makes  2^.  ^d,  and  -j^^ths  for  the 
sicca  rupee. 

73.  The  process  you  adopt  is  6rst  to  convert  the  sicca  tnto 
current  rupees,  and  then  the  current  rupees  into  pounds  ster* 
ling,  at  the  exchange  of  2^.  the  current  rupee  ? — Exactly  so. 

74.  Is  the  exchange  you  have  taken  the  commercial  ex- 
change?^— No;  it  is  the  exchange  tliat  has  been  in  use  in  Uie 
accounts  before  Parliament  for  a  very  long  series  of  years. 

75.  ( To  Mr,  MelvUL)  How  do  you  con^^idcr  this  rate  of  con- 
version to  be,  as  compared  with  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  sicca 
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ff — Do  Om  Comaitim  moui*  that  in  oooiputiiig  ibt  in-  IS  P^  1 

;  vsliM,  I  sm  to  refer  lo  die  •laodanl  prictt  of  itlvcr  ml  ibc        - 

I  Mint?  ^^^^ 

7«.  Yes.— Tmkiiig  Om  price  of  filler  al  die  Mmt  ftnidird  Ja 
'  Bidp  of  St.  UL  per  ocmoe,  die  miriiiiic  indue  of  the  efen 
Je  dMQt  li.  C^;  end  by  die  proceii  e<lopcod  ia  tUi 
,,,,ntt  2s  explimed  Imt  Mr.  Leacb*  the  micoi  rupee  b  made 
r  be  wurth  neerijr  ti*  4d* 

Tim  Are  jou  aware  duit  the  preeeol  rate  of  merciiitite  ex* 
ii  oolj  If.  1U«  per  lioea  rapie  ?«»Yei,  lakioff  a  bill  of 
in  India  upon  Londoo. 


m  Hn^  die 


deied  io  Rnrlinnwl,  are  ilnled  in  tmlin  in  rupees;  thoienmM 
]n  dtti  cottOtfTt  oonterted  ioM  p^tocbn,  ai  the  rate  of  throt 
ihnlfrapnea  urn  onepafoda;  and  dien  the  pagoda  ia  i 


into  atcfUi^  m%  St.  d»e  pigoda :  and  at  duU  mte  the 

a  mpnt  ia  nndt  to  be  vordi  2i.  3dL  and  JUUdUi  narta, 

\  JCnt  print  of  iiker  tn  England  the  value  cm  the  Mmna 

f  wndd  be  only  Ij.  1  id.  anil  ^%%^ih  parta.    The  Bonibw 

are  ataled  m  India  b  rupeet :  and  the  nineet  m 

I  oonirened  at  tlie  rate  of  St.  SdL  each  t  the  uitnnaic 

ia  U,  lU:  and  T%%di  parti. 

79L  Mow  are  the  re^emie  and  other  nccminta  kept  al  Madraa  ? 
— In  Mndma  rtipres,  tboe  the  year  iBt9,  wh^n  die  cufxency 
1 10  inpeei  from  pagodai,  in  which  tatter  coin  the 
\  w«ra  prevkwialy  kepi* 

90i  la  Che  rupee,  iioce  1B19,  of  the  value  yon  bnvn  alaledt 

r«»    ^Li   mmA  _#Aa.tli  iMrla  7 That  ia  tho  v*li«A  mamwm^  Milv  in 


af  ta.  3^  and  /^th  paru  ? — That  U  the  value'aaiMBinl  only  in 
eor  Engliali  riew  of  the  nccounta ;  the  real  valnn  ia  li.  1 14*  and 

6U  In  what  manner  are  the  accounu  kept  at  Bombay  ?^In 

Bit,  Thorn  rapeea  are  converted  at  what? — At  2i*  SdL 

as.  WbmSL  it  the  Inlrinaic  value  ? — The  fame  aa  in  die  former 
CBle^  naanminf  the  price  of  ailver  in  England  lo  be  &f«  Skf .  an 

Wk.  Honr  are  Ibey  kepi  al  Benarei  ?— They  are  kept  in  Vw^ 
foekaknd  nipnei»  and  they  are  converted  at  the  prwdenc^ 
iaan  afeea  tttpeea,  ai  four  and  a  Half  per  cent*  worte  than  the 
iiaait  vrycli  ia  aboul  the  inlrinaic  difference* 

K.  In  what  cnk  are  die  acconoU  of  the  ceded  province  of 
Oaie  kept? — In  the  Fumsckabad  rupees,  1  rather  think  thai 
m  the  wliole  of  the   Bengal   lerritnricJi  there  are  only  two  dn> 

■     icripilaoa  of  coin  uaed  in  the  aocount««  the  Fumickabad  and 

I      ttaricea  nipeea. 
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EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

U  FtK  1S30,       86*  In  what  manoer  ore  the  aocmnU  of  the  amqnered  pro* 
vioces  kept  ? — In  Furruckabad  ropces» 

87.  In  what  manner  are  the  accounts  of  Prince  of  Walea' 
Island  kept  ? — In  «OQaut  rupees ;  they  were  formerlj  kept  in 
doltars. 

88.  Are  the  Comniittee  to  understand  that  tn  using  the 
term  tntrin&ic  Talue,  yon  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  the  rule  of 
the  English  Mint  for  the  relation  between  gold  and  silver  ?-^ 
I  took  the  liberty  of  asking  n  hetlier  I  was  to  adopt  that  standard 
in  giving  my  answers,  and  I  have  done  so. 

89.  Ib  not  that  rule  arbitrary  ? — I  apprehend  it  is* 

90.  What  would  be  the  average  difo^nce  in  the  com  pota- 
tion between  the  real  and  the  supposed  value? — About  12  per 
cent*  as  &r  as  respects  Bengal ;  but  if  the  Committee  lake  the 
average  of  the  differences  applicable  to  all  the  presidencies^ 
about  15  per  cent, 

91.  You  have  stated  two  sums  as  being  included  in  the  land 
revenue ;  are  there  any  other  sums  included  under  tiie  head  of 
land  revenue,  or  is  the  Committee  to  underitand  tliat  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  is  reaUy  land  re%*eiiue  ? — The  land  revenue 
merely  comprehends  two  great  heads  of  account,  the  land 
revenue,  and  the  sayer  and  abkarrie ;  the  sayer  is  still  preserved 
in  the  accounts. 

92.  Under  the  head  of  Charges  under  the  Bengal  government, 
how  many  heads  of  accounts  are  there  ? — There  are  the  same 
heads  of  account  as  there  are  on  tJie  receipt  side,  and  there 
are  some  additional ;  there  are  the  military  charges  under  a 
separate  head. 

93.  Does  the  head  called  Civil  come  under  tlie  general  de- 
partment ?  ~  Yes,  it  does. 

94.  In  the  charges  are  tbe  articles  of  machinery  for  the  Mint 
that  have  been  sent  out  from  England  included? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly ;  I  apprehend  that  they  are  not  included  under  the 
colunm  referred  to,  but  would  come  under  the  head  of  Terri- 
torial Stores. 

95  In  the  column  of  Charges,  where  £47,426  appear  as  ex- 
pended in  the  year  18?6-7,  does  the  machinery  come  in  that 
account? — No,  certainly  not  under  that  column. 

96.  Will  the  freight  and  insurance,  and  all  the  expenses 
attending  them,  come  under  the  head  of  Buildings  and  Forti- 
fications ? — If  the  Committee  refer  to  the  expenses  which  have 
been  incurred  in  building  the  new  Mint^  undoubtedly  under 
the  head  of  Buildings ;  but  if  they  refer  to  the  expense  of 
machinery,  that  will  come  under  the  Territorial  Charges  paid 
in  England,  which  will  include  the  freighted  all  the  expenses. 

97,  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  under  the  head 
of  Buildings  and  Forti^cations,  there  is  no  distinction  drawn 
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■m^  ntmi  i 


I  tlM  wtXurj  from  c^e  dvU  btii]di^|)i. 
Uofcr  iMi  iMa  «f  Miof^  £47,0(K^  wfi«i  k  induded  ?— 
>  of  tlie  p«l«bltAbffO0i»«  iriarMf,  imd  Iom  oti 
{,  and  charge!  of  tluit  doiciifrioo. 

and  native  MrvaaCi  oniployed  b  the 

100.  Then*  appcan  to  be  a  grtrat  mcrrate  tn  the  chargti  of 
Mint  durif^  the  latter  jears  of  tit  it  accnunt  m   lUMiparod 
'  frith  iW  fonnef  ;  can  ymt  give  a  rm^on  for  that  increase  ? — 
I  ipprebgoJ  there  hat  been  a  great  mcreaae  of  huAincM  in  the 
in  the  WMm 


JiC, 


101.  The  next  itaii  ta  tko  BMt'-oflot,  where  there  if  an 
of  £50VOOO?*-*I  wodd  etpbb,  with  reference  to  that 
h  principaily  flraiO  from  a  tranafer  from  the 
I  of  NHical  re«aeola  to  Uio  head  of  **  Pbel-oOcOi'*  of 
r  of  wbac  it  called  the  Political  dawki* 


im*  Do  yon  Imow  whether  the  Company  it  charged  pofiafO 
ii  te  coiHiniiiial  department  in  this  account  ?— I  am  not  awarew 

109L  Tlio  ^rd  oolamn  ia  Civil  Charges ;  will  you  have  the 
eno^OBa  to  explain  them*  They  appear  in  1909-10  to  be 
iMM^TMg  and  in  the  yoar  lSSte-7  they  appear  to  be 
HjSStfiS^  Explain  under  what  head  the  leveral  sums  in- 
doded  mder  this  word  '*  civil  "  come  ? — ^One  of  the  princtpa! 
I  ia  the  whole  of  the  charge  of  the  political  resitlences  and 
\  to  natiYe  oourta.  Ajmtiier  prtnctpd  item  is  the  whole 
of  ptiblic  offices  and  estabtishmentii  et  tlic  pre* 
MicltidiM  the  salanci  of  the  Govrnior*Geoeral»  and 
CotmciL  Another  prioctpal  head  of  expense 
a  tiie  Ntamtii  stipendtt  and  other  aUow«icei»  which  we  are 
1  b^  treaty  to  pay.  There  t*  another  principal  head,  tJie 
Boal  Battaliffflfi 


^« 


10^  la  the  poKee  of  Calcutta  included?*— AH  the  profindal 
id  Cailrmhi  baUalioiiB  are  included. 
Itt*  Are  the  irregular  caialry  indudad  in  thai?— No* 

Are  iiie  expeneei  altea^og  the  joumiei  of  the  Com- 

kd  diaGoiremor-Geiieral  induded  in  thii?— 

iodadad  in  another  head  of  charges,  the  Durbir 

i  aleo  compreheadad  in  thoe  cavil  chargee* 

inciiida  tobajdy  to  the  king  of  Persia. 

Doea  that  include  embasdes  eent  from  the  other  nresi- 
ae  well  as  from  Calcutta  ?— Yc«,  nil  the  poHtical  reri^ 
are  oanpfiied  in  the   Bengal  accounts,  and  all  fhm 

li^  Ho  part  of  the  cbarget  comiected  with  the  collection  of 
kfevBBcie  are  here  hiclmied  ?— The  revenue  charges  are  not 
I  ni  the  civfl  citargei. 


lt7. 
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15  Feb.  J  830*  109,  Under  what  head  does  the  expense  of  the  Colle^ 
came  ?— That  comes  also  under  the  civil  charges-  Tlie  contri- 
huliong  to  public  institutions  are  all  included. 

110.  In  reference  to  the  column  of  Land  Eevenue,  can  yoa 
give  the  information  whether  that  is  a  revenue  colleeted  in 
money  or  collected  in  kind  ? — In  money.  There  is  no  revexiue 
paid  in  kind  in  BengaL 

111.  The  stamps  appear  to  have  been  in  1809-10,  £9,555  ; 
and  in  the  year  1826-7,  £67,766.  'UTiat  kind  of  stamiis,  or 
what  items,  are  comprehended  under  that  ?-*Salaries  and  esta- 
blishment, and  paper  and  all  incidental  expenses. 

112.  Does  that  include  any  thing  for  the  machinery  used  in 
Btampiiig  ? — No,  I  apprehend  not. 

I  IS.  Are  you  aware  that  the  charge  upon  the  stamps  amounts 
to  full  30  per  cent.  ? — I  recollect  some  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
keeping  tlie  stamp  accounts ;  and  I  believe  that  a  portion  of 
that  charge  is  an  allowance  in  commutation  of  fees  formerly 
levied  on  the  institution  of  suits.  There  was  an  account  to  that 
effect  laid  before  Parhament  some  time  ago,  and  that  account 
may  be  continued.  I  believe  the  charge  of  collection  of  stamp 
duties  to  be  about  15  per  cent, 

1 14.  Would  it  be  practicable  to  furnish  an  account  of  the 
expense  of  the  per-centage  of  collecting  all  the  revenue  in 
detail  ?^ — Clearly  so. 

115.  Can  you  account  for  the  very  great  increase  of  the 
revenue  on  stamps  for  the  last  three  years  of  this  account  ? — 
There  has  been  an  extension  of  stamp  duty  to  Calcutta. 

116.  Can  you  account  why  in  the  year  1826-7  the  receipt 
was  £219,607,  and  the  estimated  receipt  for  1827-8  is  £254,433, 
being  a  difference  of  about  £30,000 1- — 1  suppose  that  to  have 
been  in  consequence  of  the  new  system  having  been  only  in 
partial  operation  in  the  year  1826-7,  and  it  being  supposed  it 
would  come  into  complete  operation  in  1827-8. 

117.  Under  what  head  are  the  charges  for  collecting  die 
land  revenue  ? — Under  the  head  of  Revenue, 

lis.  Is  that  exclusively  the  charge  of  land  revenue,  or  does 
it  include  charges  on  any  other  revenue  ? — It  includes  other 
sums  that  would  not  be  properly  considered  the  expenses  of 
collecting  the  revenue ;  many  stipends  to  rajahs  and  other 
persons. 

119.  There  is  only  one  class  of  stipends  included  under 
civil  ? — ^Only  the  Nizamut. 

120.  Can  you  give  any  reason  to  the  Committee  for  the 
increase  of  charge  upon  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  being 
from  1800-10  to  1826-7,  in  the  proportion  of  nearly  one*third, 
and  the  increase  of  revenue  collected  being  only  about  in  the 
proportion  of  one- ninth  ?'A  good  deal  of  the  increase  has 
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\  &omd  by  t»ew  terwkmy,  which  liat  bietjr  coaw  tolQ  the  tl  1^  I 
— rj't  poMgnioo  ;  umloiihtttUj  thv  charse  of  ooUicling 
on  ocir  tcrritonr  b  greater  than  on  oM  ttrtitory ;  but 
ithout  eicMuiktiig  the  aeiwh  I  ciuiaat  tute  fmber. 

Tmt  were  tindentood  lo  tuto^  thai  ondar  lli«  hcdl  the 

•re  DOW  coDttdertfig,  the  Bcnarat  and  ilia  Ceded  aiMl 

Provbcet  were  not  included,  that  tliej  had  all  their 

beadi  in  another  acooutit  ? — 1  understood  tlie  Ccoi- 

to  re^  onl^  to  diarfea  of  coIUTting  an  the  old  tcrritorjr* 

'i§  whidi  It  m  tayoailbla  to  explain  the  caoae  of  the 

wtdMNH  looUiv  kito  the  particulart  of  the  aoeount. 

Wkal  ileoBa  are  contained  witlnn  the  column  ^*  Smtmam 
_.  _ttd  Uw,**  £56,917  in  the  year  I8i»9*10,  and£S4»«»  b 
jpear  1896*7?— Tba  charge  or  the  King't  Couru* 

I2S.  Does  tl  include  all  pajrnanti  of  etary  Und  t  penamis* 
there  are  an^>  connectro  with  the  SapraoM  Coyrt  ?— Yaa. 
doea ;  excepting  only  aiicb  porfiOM  ia  are  fiaid  in 

1S4.  And  then  b  no  charge  on  accoianl  of  the 

laoy  other  department? — No»  there  w  not,  with  the 

itiooed  exceptions. 

»  Does   it  iodode   payments   made  in    England?*- No; 

re  brought  into  account  at   home,  and  charged  In  that 

to  IndiiL 

]Mw  The  next  is  the  head  of  Sudder  and  Zillah  CourU ;  doaa 

Cfaae  iadude  the  expenae  withb  Bengal,  Behar.  and  Orissa,  et 

odier  diatrict?— It   includes  only   Bengal,  Bafaar,    and 

aa  Ihr  aa  I  cmn  Judge  horn  reference  to  the  aocounl  al 


I      thaaim 


1S7.  It  »  iibaarfabte  in  the  accounts  as  they  stand,  that  on 

Kefcnoe  side  and  on  the  chaige  lide  the  revenue  and  charge  of 

Coded  Prortnces  and  Conquered  Provinces  src  given  in  mss ; 

I  ttGOomCS  in  detail  he  given  of  both  those  f — Yes^  cleany. 

Can  you  account  At  all  for  the  cxpifnse  of  the  collec- 

of  the  duties  of  customs  having  increased  lo  prodigiously  ; 

that  in   1809*10  it  was  £10  per  cent-,  whereas  in 

^7  it  was  £SiO  per  cent.  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  is  susceptible 

of  rgrfanati^*,  but  I  have  not  the  materials  at  present  be* 


If9i.  Can  you  furnish  the  Comniittee  with  an  account  of  the 
w^ifawiiiig  arreais  and  bahmces  af  the  land  revenue  at  tlie  time 
of  ■■Upg  op  the  account  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

190*  Celt  TOO  inform  the  Committee  whether  tJic  **  Custom*** 
atflmlf  tiw  enarges  of  customs  on  goods  impirted  on  account  of 
ibe  EaaC^Iodia  Company  into  Calcutta? — Yes,  undouhtcdly. 
Ilia  Ccwppanyt  io  its  commercuil  chaiacter,  uays  the  sattii' 
and  exports  as  are  cluirgea  to  individual 
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131,  Do  their  stores  pay  duty? — Not  their  political  or  mili- 
tary  stores ;  all  Conopany's  merciiandize  pays  a  duty* 

£*y.  132.  Are  all  the  cliargea  upon  the  entrance  of  articles  of 

consumption  into  Calcutta  included   under   the  head  of  this 
charge  of  Customs  ? — Yes,  tlicy  are, 

133.  Are  the  Company's  salt  and  other  thingd>  when  im- 
ported into  Calcutta,  entered  ?  —Yea, 

134.  Tlie  next  head  is  **  Revenue ;"  will  you  state  what  are 
the  ilems  that  come  under  the  charges  of  revenuu  ? — *The 
charges  of  collecting  the  revenue,  including  the  salaries  of  the 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Revenue ;  the  charges  of  the  Collectors 
in  the  various  districts;  there  are  also  charges  denominated 
Pulbundy  charges  ;  there  is  the  charge  of  Revenue  surveys ;  I 
am  not  aware  at  this  moment  of  any  other  except  pensions. 

135.  Are  the  expenses  of  those  that  are  sent  to  assist  the 
collectors  included? — In  the  charges  of  the  collectors  are  in- 
cluded the  cost  of  their  establishments,  as  well  as  their  own 
allowances. 

136.  With  the  Subrundy  corps  ? — No,  they  are  not  included 
in  the  revenue  charges  ;  which,  however,  comprise  pensions  of  a 
very  considerable  amount  chargeable  on  the  revenue^  being 
stipends  to  natives* 

137.  Are  there  any  charges  on  account  of  education  here?— 
No  ;  the  pensions  are  a  very  material  item, 

138*  Is  there  any  expense  attending  the  abkarrie  or  lioense 
system  ?— 'There  is  a  charge  for  collecting. 

139.  Under  the  next  column  of  "  Charges  of  Ceded  Pro- 
vinces/' what  is  included  ? — The  charge  for  collecting  the  land 
revenue,  and  other  receipts,  from  the  new  territory  on  the 
Nerbuddah. 

140.  Under  the  head  of  Military  Charges  there  is  the  amount 
of  three  millions  and  a  lialf  In  1809,  and  five  miyions  and  a  half 
in  1826  ;  are  those  confined  entirely  to  the  pay  of  the  military, 
or  what  is  included  ? — All  military  expenses  of  every  descrip- 
tion ;  all  war  charges ;  the  charge  of  stores  bought  in  India,  hut 
not  that  of  stores  purchased  in  England. 

141.  Do  fortifications  built  come  under  that  head?— No. 

142.  Have  you  the  means  of  distinguishing  the  ordinary  from 
the  extraordinary  military  expenses^  and  of  separating  the  ex- 
penses which  have  been  incurred  in  the  wars  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  period  of  those  accounts,  from  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment?— In  a  considerable  degree; 
but  I  should  fear  not  altogether, 

143.  What  comes  under  the  head  of  "  Marine  Charges  ?**^ 
The  whole  of  the  Master  Attendant's  establishment,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Pilot's  establishment. 
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1S1 


I44w  Are  mil  btuklio^  connect^  with  the  marifw  illddiltd  1ft  fcb.  tuo^ 

!  ? — The  buildti^  mre  iltogetfaer  m  fcpttrste  he»d. 
I46w  The  only  other  item  it  •«  Inieretl  cm  Debt •  C  iom  diet 
eJI  debie  pejrable  with  tnterett  ? — All  intervit  thet  it 
r  on  iIm  lodiin  debl,  ^ 


/.  C 


whether  that  iaterett  he  pejfsble 


1441.  WhM  dnoge  hot  there  been  m  the  rate  of  fnterett  puid 
\  liHiis?— In  ISOi  It  wat  right  per  cent  ;  m  1 8 1 4»  lix  per  ceiit« ; 
1  la  1B2B»  It  b  ^e  per  cent. ;  time  i«  the  average  mis. 
147.  By  whose  authority  would  it  be  that  the  inerMie  of 
;  ofMNi  the  terntoria)  reventiea  aemied  would  be  trantferred ; 
noe,  tofifNiaiiig  there  wat  a  defalcation  on  the  f^emi 
to  a  oonaiderabie  aiDOiiiit«  in  any  given  year,  would  it 
by  the  authority  lolefy  of  ibe  Coatpaiiy  tbemielfet  thai 
voukl  tfttoaler  that  at  a  dtbl  to  the  territorial  revenue  ?*** 
I  for  the  leparation  of  the  oooMUMa  hat  been  ftaiBcd  in 

Om  Bowd  of  CoianittioDerw  for  the  iitEurt  of  India,  md  km 
Ud  More  Ruliaiiirar*  I  refer  to  the  last  Charier  A^ 
ly  that  Act  the  Home  exnenaei  were  divid«?d,  and  tnttmctiont 
pere  gnrm  to  the  several  I^retidencietf  who  tVamed  the  arcount* 
i  the  ome  prtndple ;  and  thote  have  been  approved  by  tl>e 
»QfT?  unJcr  that  Act, 


14a.  I: 

Act  4:1 


,  does  Uiat  separatton,  which  is  directed 
^..i,  give  a  fair  means  of  really  jud|^ing  of 
reauit  of  the  Conipany's  trading  as  merchants  f' — With  one 
exception.     The  plan  provider  that  the  rates  ot  ex* 
bich  liavG  been  to-day  mentioned,  with  reference  to 
accounts,  shall  be  observed  tn  that  separation ; 
0am  gfcct  of  obtcrving  tlKise  rates  is*  tlutt  the  Commerce 
hngely,  and  tlie  Tcrritoiy  gains  verjr  largely.     Per* 
to  ^Eolain  to  the  ComiaBittee*  that  the  operation  it 
t  the  ComtnerDe  diaburtet  in  Eogland  for  the  l*erri- 
and  allowancet  to  King's  and  Company  s 
in  the  imeebaae  of  political  stores,  and  in 
itiDf ,  on  an  average^  to  about 
iaoa  tterhng  annually.     'Iiie  Act  of  I'arliament  pto^ 

Iba  Territory  »hall  issue  in  India,  tor  the  purposet  of 

■MfOC^  «D  a^valcnt  to  the  sums  so  issued  in  England ; 
Ab  pbn  of  aefMumtion  directs  tliat  tlie  Coouneroe  shall  be 
'  ~  ita  iwties  made  in  Englandi  ai  tlie  latea  which  have  been 


140.  Has  any  estimate  been  made  of  the  extent  of  the  In^ 

thaa  the  Company  suf&r  in  their  commercial  capacity  under 

Ki^i?^I  believe  it  has ;  Mr,  Lloyd  hat,  1 0ellevtt» 

I  ettimate. 

iSfiL  (To  Mr.  UoydL)— Can  you  ftimlsh  the  Committee  witli 

f  whkh  yoti  eontider  tobe  correct,  of  what  the  Com- 

'  hi  their  eommefdal  capacity  under  that  regulation 
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15  Feb.  IB30,  with  respect  to  the  exchange  ? — Yes,  I  can^  up  to  the  year 
1829. 


,  G.  Uoydt 


I5L  Do  you  consider  that,  with  the  exception  of  that  cir- 
cumstance which  you  have  mentioned,  the  sefjaration  between 
the  political  and  commercial  character  of  tlie  Company  is  fairly 
stated  in  the  accounts  ? — With  that  exception,  I  am  certainly 
of  tliat  opinion. 

152.  And  that  if  they  were  different  interests,  one  acting  as 
sovereigns,  and  the  other  acting  as  merchants,  the  accounts 
woyld  show  clearly  what  heis  been  the  result  in  the  one  capacity 
and  the  other  ? — Exactly  so. 

153*  Would  you  be  able  to  produce  an  account  upon  any  par- 
ticular investment  from  India  to  England,  and  also  from  India 
to  China,  stating  the  amount  at  which  that  investment  was  laid 
in,  and  the  actual  receipts  obtained  upon  that  investment  ? — 
Yes,  1  have  no  doubt  I  could, 

154-  Is  there  any  capital  belonging  to  the  Company  in  their 
capacity  as  a  commercial  company,  with  which  they  trade?*- 1 
apprehend  that  Uieir  commercial  assets  constitute  their  com* 
mercial  capital, 

155.  Ttiere  is  no  disposable  capital  in  the  shape  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  those  investments  ? — We  have  disposable  money, 
cash  being  one  of  the  assets, 

156.  Is  it  not  the  usual  custom  to  draw  on  the  territorial  pos- 
sessions of  India  for  such  investments  ? — Certainly  not, 

157.  Do  any  charges  of  any  kind  connected  with  coinmerce 
for  providing  the  investment  appear  at  all? — Not  in  the  territo- 
rial ;  they  are  stated  in  the  commercial  account. 

158.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  on  no  occasion 
the  investments  of  the  Company,  as  a  commercial  company, 
have  been  made  through  the  medium  of  tlie  territorial  revenues 
in  India? — Since  the  year  1814,  when  the  accounts  were  di- 
rected by  the  Act  passed  in  1913  to  be  kept  und^r  the  heads  of 
Territorial  and  Commercial,  there  has  been  a  running  account 
between  the  Territory  and  Commerce  ;  the  commerce  has 
paid  for  every  thing  they  have  received  from  India,  and  diere  is 
now  a  balance  of  upwards  of  5,000,000  sterling  due  from  the 
Territory  to  the  Commerce, 

159.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  trade  of 
the  Company  to  India,  and  the  trade  of  the  Company  to  China; 
the  trade  of  the  Company  between  India  and  China  distinct, 
with  the  result  of  each  description  of  trade  ? — ^We  can, 

160.  Up  to  what  period  can  that  be  furnished  ? — As  far  as  re- 
gards the  home  accounts,  up  to  May  1829 :  the  foreign  accounta» 
as  far  as  the  books  have  been  received  ;  I  think  we  nave  not  re- 
ceived the  hooks  of  1827-8. 

161.  If  Commerce  now  stands  creditor  to  Territory  5,000,000 
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p»ards«  vtU  not  iho  manner  in   it]uch  the  rmraMuil  ai 

«lir«]ce«  Lire  been  valuixf ,  du  stated  hcihrv,  nciHjr  doaUe 

1? — 1  liate  no  doubt  it  will  cxcred  the  proportjon-thii 

i  hate  MinUd,     I  think,  frain  lonie  papcn  I  l^vs 

j»  the  wlditiotiiil  clMirn  ufmn  ih>  Tcnttory,  if  I  um§ 

mcrctnlile  rale  of  exchange  in  England  for  bilU  u(Min  loili% 

' '  be  7,000,000  iteriing  in  atiattion  to  iJic  5,D00,000* 

162.  l^licQ  tM  talk  of  cotnttterce  do  you  tndudo  tlM*  CliiM 

i — Tbe  Cbmm  Umdm  k  part  of  aiar  cofiiateraal  concvnit 

lis.  ( TV  ifr.  AMv«^/*>~€an  jr^u  inTonn  tlia  Coiiiiiiitl«e  o^  /.  c.  U^wM, 
'  -  -    n  ot  the  eatniarctinsrj  mrmi*e   in  iha  ilanartitient  of 
we ;  m  1000*10  it  wat  *  .nd  Iti  IBil^  ikc  c^k 

to  the  amoynl  iif  £)iS*\  Much  of  th€  ItureoMs 

*  to  the  efttimati?  having  incluiicii  chaigefl  C' 
the  BiimieM*  war;  and  tbiTc  was  alao  br«Migbi  i..:^  l..^ 
;  thia  ccNii  of  a  ftleatn-vesoel* 
1§4  Still  die  incrttaae  wsm  mttcti  more  than  doyblod  in  tbo 
pKPtioya  CO  Iba   Bumir«e  wnr  ? — Yc%  ;  hut  I  think  that 
'  of  tbe  aooousiti  of  ihul  empenditure  were  uuAdju»te(L 


liw  (7b  Mr.  Lk^,)  -  Can  you  Oiitr  a*  to  Uir  ( red i ton  of  iJiit 

r  MJbe  of  the  Elmtrln^  Commny,  wliat  profiortion  ts  haU 

f  and  ivhst  in  India?  J  can  ftimish  the  Cotnmittee 

mai  of  a  former  Accountanl-geoend  in  Bengal,  in 

_    lio  atftlod  tho  |iroportioo  held  b?  oativei  and  the  propor- 

I  heU  bj  European  resident*  in  India. 

lfl6L  Arc  there  account!  at  the  India- Houae  which  wiU  thow 

I  iHiMti)  of  the  reduction*  whicli  it  is  nadeftlood  are  now 

•o  India  ?--( ^Vr.  Jfe'tw/^^^-Certaiii  tlatcmotiu  have 

iod  Aotn  India*  thowing  tJia  profrev  of  thoaa  radot- 

\  the  Court  of  Diredora  have  ordered  V4  r  i^ive 

I  whtdi  are  now  in  pragreia  ;  t)ie  nature  i  i^iajr 


J.  C 


JocU^  W  die  Fthruarii^  1830. 

ARLESMARJOHIDANKSp  Ejh).  called  in  and  examined. 

Yoo  mm  a  acrvaat  of  the  EasiJndia  Company  in  their  If)  Ffb.  iUja 
Faecofjr?— I  aai.  ^  ^  M^d^mlh, 

m.  Ho«r  laany  yeara  have  you  been  in  tbe  Company *afcr-    *     ^^ 
fJDf?— I  hare  been  aeventecn  year*  in  the  aervice  of  ihe  Ea»t* 
latfia  CoQipMiy ;  tlio  greatcf  pari  of  tliat  time  reaident  in  China. 
in.  la  tiMtt  tttoatioii   rou  had  an  opportuidty  of  nmking 
liyiialf  iQttaier  of  the  mode  in  which  the  trade  between  China 
k  k  oonducted  ?— I  have  had  opportunltiea  of  ac4]ttihng 
1  tbii  auhjoei. 
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IS  Fct.  isao.  170.  Is  the  foreign  trade  of  China  confined  to  one  port  alone  ? 
-7-^         ^  It  IS  60  at  present.     The  Spaniards  still  enjoy  the  right  of  trade 

CM^i^^l^M^,  to  the  port  of  Amoj,  in  the  province  of  Fokien;  but  I  believe 
^*  It  to  be  merely  a  nomtnal  privilege,  inasmoch  as  ther  seldom 
avail  themselves  of  it.  Tlie  foreign  trade  w^s  in  former  years 
open  to  other  parts  of  the  empire,  to  Chusan,  Limpo»  and  the 
island  of  Formosa,  from  which  ports  foreigners  were  graduaJly 
excluded  by  the  enactments  and  oppressions  of  the  Chinese 
government ;  but  foreign  trade  is  now  entirely  confined  to  the 
port  of  Canton* 

171.  is  that  trade  carried  on  by  many  persons,  or  under  what 
peculiar  circumstances  is  the  trade  with  China  carried  on  ? — The 
legal  trade  with  China^  as  far  as  the  Chinese  is  concerned^  is 
carried  on  by  a  body  of  men  called  Hong  merchants,  at  present 
■even  in  number* 

172.  Th(»se  Hong  merchants,  therefore^  may  be  considered  as 
enjoying  a  monopoly  of  the  China  trade? — They  enjoy  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  legal  trade  as  it  is  at  present  carried  on,  and  are 
the  only  persons  permitted  by  the  Chinese  laws  and  government 
to  conduct  trade  with  foreigners. 

173.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  system  of  carrying  on 
the  trade  is  advantageous  to  China  ? — I  conceive  very  great 
advantages  result  to  China  generally  from  foreign  trade*  The 
Chinese  government  has  invariably,  from  the  first  periods  of  our 
intercourse  with  them  down  to  the  present  periocl,  professed  to 
hold  it  in  contempt .  but  I  believe  they  are  well  aware  that  very 
great  advantages  result  to  the  empire  generally  frt»m  the  foreign 
trade.     I  do  not  believe  that  any  large  sum  is  paid  into  the  Im- 

rjrial  Exchequer  at  Pekin  in  thesliape  of  government  revenue; 
have  heard  that  sum  differently  estimated,  but  I  have  seldom 
heard  it  stated  to  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars  from  the  whole 
foieign  trade ;  I  have  begird  it  so  stated  upon  Chineseauthoiity, 
which  is  always  more  or  less  a  questionable  authority;  but  I 
believe  great  advantages  result  to  the  country  generally  from  the 
foreign  trade,  from  the  encouragement  which  it  gives  to  native 
industry,  from  the  numerous  natives  employed  in  different 
ways  in  the  transactions  of  foreign  commerce,  and  from  the 
very  flourishing  slate  of  the  sou  them  provinces  of  the  empire, 
among  which  I  include  the  Tea  provinces»  w^hich  owe  their  pros- 
perous condition  very  materially  to  the  foreign  trade.  I  believe 
the  appointments  of  the  government  offices  at  Canton  are  con- 
sidered amongst  the  best  in  the  etnpire  ;  the  Chinese  themselves, 
in  speaking  of  an  appointment  at  Canton,  call  it  quaintly  pro* 
moting  to  Canton,  considering  it  a  promotion  from  most  of  the 
ther  government  situations  in  the  empire.  It  affords  to  the 
government  olBcers  numerous  opportunities  of  realizing  fortunes, 
which  they  have  not  always  the  means  of  enjoying,  from  the  in- 
security of  property. 

174*  Has  any  change  taken  place  in  the  trade  ivithin  your 
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lioii  ?^.Ye«»  vcfjr  cimudetMe  diangei  biire  t4kcn|>laoo   *>  I'vlKiiso. 

[iIm  fbfrigo  9mi&  scnenlly.     0»«?  of  ihc  greatctt  diiiifM     ^  TT  ^ 

h^  taken   pl*a?^  ai>d  wh'tdu  in  my  own  opifiioo,  will        'j^'*"^ 

r  or  later  «^ot  tlie  ttecunt)'  of  our  imttei  tt  th«  etuynB«Mis 

;  of  Uie  doogglifif  tFMi€  now  carriod  on  b  China,  amonfil 

BMk  in  ibo  OMMM  of  Iho  Canlofi  rifor,  to  a  vrrj  grci^ 

;  iod^od  i  lo  tafloh  mh  ihn  if  the  Cfciogit  got ommant  had 

pTwotimi,  1  do  not  iio^ii  ttyy  piiiiii  the  nmmm  of  put- 

it  dowot  al  laoit  Inr  any  laoriDO  fbroo  wtUk  Amf  ttaio. 

t  uadm  bam  nrigiaatod  vor^  mndk  in  tho  ooiim  Irade,*^  vhidi 

i  fiarmeHj  to  W  camod  oo  it  chr  port  of  Macao,  whtcfi  wm 

panc^ttnr  in  tho  bandft  o(  tlic?  Portuguoio ;  Ipuc  by  tbttr 

itat  wbkh  prrventrd  otlier  roreignert  froni  oopipBf  Mi 

oaiurmlixod  Portti|tyoitt  tubject^    wbidi  aaOGtoMats 

principally  piaied  with  a  Hew  of  ifxcluding  Brtiitli  met* 

_ Ja  Imii  any  i>irtici|iaiioci  iti  iti  adirantaget,  the  opium  trade 

k  fiinxd  to  Wnaaipoiw  whkh  may  be  coiuidered  the  port  of 

:  cbare  it  wae  oM  by  c»»uiilerictiiig  probibttioo*  and  ax* 

of  tbo  Chioaee  ipvarvioiot*    It  waa  than  ooaqpallcd  lo 

I  fofi^o  amot^ft  tho  olandf  in  the  inoittb  of  tho  Caatoo  river* 

if  ia  now  carrircl  on  to  a  irery  grmt  entrnl :  indeed,  not 

m,  but   in  urticlrs  of  rvcry  lir- —  *  -n.     Great  ip- 

,__ baire  uriien  on  the  ^rt  of  »  k  connected 

tbo  Cbbie^  govemmentt  of  the   dtncuticief  which  aro 

to  oriMS  in  their  legal  dutiot,  at  well  at  tn  the  nroflttt  of  tho 

of  tlia  GavamoMBtoAoife  in  Canton,  ir  the  trade  it 

lo  iocreato  in  dwnaaoar  in  which  it  thowt  a  ditpoti- 

to  do  at  proeapti     Such  it  the  corrupt  natttre  of  the  govern* 

that  ika  lower  ciutom-houtc  oificem^  who  are  appointed 

i  dnmm  atnoggKiiai  are  (rMuently  the  panoM  by  whoie 

it  ii  eiffved  on.     Thoro  are  other  dNM^ee  which 

M  in  China  during  tlie  period  of  mj  retideoce. 

I  diakdio  oondition  of  Briit»h  tubjectt  in  China,  with  reference 

te  tlirir  reUtkint  with  the  CUneee  goeemment,  hat  very  mate- 

daily  improeed  wtihui  mj  reeollectioo*  and  tbo  Company 't  trade 

■i  tea  1m  iacreatod  oeniiderabiy. 

17&.  Haa  the  tkoatkm  of  Britith  rettdenti  in  China  been 
improtod  or  otJwmite,  or  their  commercial   inlerei^t  promoted 
by  tile  katonihaasy  to  Pckin? — ^1  tJiink  our  situation   haa  Tcrf 
inpnnrt^ ;  iuatinuch  at  a  vcrj^  favourable  impreetlon 
upon  tbo  muida  oi  the  Chineee  fovcfoisiont,  and 
of  dio  people  genemllv^  hv  the  leto  rmhaeiy  to  Pekin, 
voae  if^sff  touch  >n  which  that  em- 

^mn  waa  coodtictpd^f  tlwayacontrderod 

« tar  moit  oooducive  to  tUc  i  t^  in  China— * 

amdyt  f^*^^  GoncBjatiun  iu  uii  •   guvenimrnt, 

let  at  i£r  lame  time  perfect  tirmnaea  and  detritiofi  ifi  all 
ttaieriil  potoU  which  involved  ettbar  Ih9  national  character 
I  ihert,  or  Lhe  lotoreala  of  our  cofluaoroe;  and  our  national  re* 
I       paaitno  and  comaierctal  iniereati  have  ever  l\ad  a  near  and 
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intimate  connection.  1  have  always  seen  in  Chinai  that  what 
has  proved  injurious  to  our  national  reputation,  has  had  an 
equally  injuriows  effect  upon  our  commercial  interests;  I  believe 
it  will  continue  to  remain  so.  I  conceive  that  our  character 
has  been  raised  in  public  estimation  in  China  by  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Amherst's  embassy;  and  I  believe  the  resistance  which 
Lord  Amherst  made  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment, which  involved  on  the  part  of  the  foreigners  the  most 
humiliating  compliances,  has  raised,  at  least  preserved  unim- 
paired, the  British  character  in  China.  It  is  in  the  very  nature 
of  an  arbitrary  government  to  trampJe  on  abject  submission, 
and  to  have  its  appetite  increased  by  the  very  means  which 
are  adopted  for  its  gratification.  By  a  subservient  course  of 
conduct  we  should  only  have  incurred  degradation,  without  the 
shadow  of  an  equivalent.  In  former  years  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  it  was  the  case,  but  since  I  have  known  China,  the 
representatives  of  the  Company  have  endeavoured  as  much  as 
possible  to  proceed  in  such  a  manner  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  government  and  people  of  the  country*  as  not  to  sacrifice 
national  character  for  the  acquirement  of  a  temporary  ad- 
Tan  tage- 

176.  Do  you  consider  the  Company's  representatives  m 
China  to  possess  a  superior  influence  over  other  foreigners? — 
Certainly  I  do. 

177.  From  what  cause  ? — From  the  great  magnitude  of  their 
trade,  aa  well  as  from  the  superior  importance  which  attaches 
to  Britifth  residents  in  China,  as  in  most  parts  of  the  world. 
A  knowledge  of  the  Company's  power  and  iofluence  in  India 
certainly  contributors  to  the  influence  which  their  represen- 
tatives possesg  with  the  government  of  China — an  influence 
which  perhaps  increases  tlic  jeaiousy  and  apprehension  of  the 
government ;  while  it  does  so,  it  increases  their  anxiety  to 
remain  on  good  terms  with  us.  When  I  speak  of  British  re- 
sidents, I  mean  in  any  part  of  the  world  I  have  been  in,  I  have 
generally  seen  British  residents  fully  more  respected  than 
those  of  any  other  countries,  and  I  think  that  enters  into  the 
causes  which  produce  the  estimation  in  which  we  are  held  in 
China. 

!  78.  Wiat  general  effect*  in  your  opinion,  would  be  produced 
in  China  by  the  opening  of  the  trade  to  China  generally  lo 
British  ships? — I  consider  that  every  increased  number  of 
British  ships  which  resort  to  Canton  more  than  is  necessary  for 
the  trade,  tetid  to  endanger  the  security  of  the  trade.  I  mean 
to  say,  that  every  increased  resort  of  British  subjects  to  Canton, 
by  bringing  them  more  into  possible  collision  with  the  Chinese 
than  they  at  present  are  under  the  existing  system,  would  tend 
to  endanger  the  security  of  tljat  trade.  I  think  a  number  of 
individuals  would  resort  from  this  country  who  w^ould  enter 
into  very  active  competition  with  each  other  in  the  marketjs 
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«f  CaotoD,  and  tliat  liiat  lodividiad  cmapetition  vcntld  hnre 
[m  imdmcj  lo  ndoet  ttivin  to  inidcrKll  etch  othtr  in  inaportai 
la  gm  li^lwr  pncm  for  iteproiiiicticNu  of  Chtnt thim  i 
given  lif  tlM  BaitJnilii  ComiNuiy.     As  the   tmik  it 
»t  rxiitit  tho  Coaifwiif  onltr  as  us  imfmiliial 
I  tfe  Mlim,  SDii  l«f e  a  vvfj  pMC  iMntrol  in  om 
the  nwkats  of  Cbiaa,  wliUi  I  do  not  llii^ 

oaigM;  I  llnnk  il  ipouU  ba  iwy  iBAeiilti  in  tlie  rr- 

Bniu  to  wkich  ibfe%pafi  am  ganarallr  eooAntd  in 

Ibr  Bdiifth  t«yecii  ^eneralty  to  bo  amittid  iberr ; 

k  would  be  foaad  too  mall  for  ihcir  actlva  ooemiition, 

Uiat  cbey  woald  not  aubnii  to  tUe  r««|iisrad  roftricUoos.    I 

i  of  npiaion  ibat  one  of  tba  immrdlata  ethcu  of  so  o|ko 

r  10 CUnn mmld be  taraiie  tha  prieca ol" tea toiha Caoloo 

U  wbadi  hafa  tcmatnad  tar  man/  jaanlfaced»  by  ibr 

of  tha  Canpanjr  aoaUing  iham  to  radat  my  attcmpc* 

iiB9a  baaa  narni  to  ratoa  ihaak    I  ihinlt  abo  thai  tiic 

1^  of  tha  Irada  would  mr  moch  tndangar  ita  locuritjr, 

r  ipciiaoo  wbicb  would  tjta  plaot  in  im  fiwaign  tniaf * 

and  1  Uitnk  its  ganaral  aAct  would  ba  to  lower 

[the  Eoglkb  duvacAer  b  tha  cflioiatiao  of  tba  Oi^^ 

ITS.  Hai<a  too  aav  naane  of  knowing  whether  tha  CWnaia 

and  the  Honf  merchanta  have  Amed  aair  opinion 

t  advantage  or  othmrUe  to  them  of  an  cmn  tram'  ? — The 

iwpent  have  at  all  timci  objected  to  innovation  of  any 

I ;  aod  thej  have  been  to  long  accuitomed  ta  the  manner 

^ta  whidi  the  imdv  baa  been  conducted^  and  la  the  repular 

LMlani  whii  ive  been  enabled  to  eatahUth^  that  I  think 

[ihej  would  \^.,,  ^.,1  iUingiy  exchange  h  for  any  other.     I  Im^o 

iloldbj  the  Chineie  with  whom  I  bavi- converMHl,  thut 

^Ihe  aBoera  connected  with  the  govemmefit«  upon  branny  that 

chaagta  were  in  contemplationt  exprcMed  thefntelvea  inimical 

to  eocfa  changet*    Tba  Hong  nmelianta  theimalfea,  at  leait 

die  wanlthiar  part  of  thanii  are  decidedly  ofmaoi  any  chnoge 

^wWdi  wwold  aobven  tba  mtam  on  which  tha  Canpany'a  mde 

Howqoa.  taa  senior  Hong  Borchant.  ipeaking 

t  to  the  nbfect,  said,  he  tmikcHd  with  dread  and  ap- 

at  an  iocreaaed  number  of  British   ships ;  which 

an  tncreoaed    resort   of  British    subjects  srHving  at 

I  believe  the  Chinese  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 

e  regularity  with  which  the  Company *s  alhura  are 

aa  well  as  with  tlie  go<Kl  faith  which  is  uniformly 

[  by  the  Factory  to  their  several  transactions. 
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IM.  Do  you  think  that  any  increased  consumption  of  BHtlih 
ifiH:tiired  ariiclei  would  taki*  place  tf  the  trade  was  more 
to  Chma  than  it  now  is  f — 1  am  not  disposed  to  think 
md  my  rriianni  Ibr  not  thinking  so    are,   tliot    I  havo 
tha  Qiineae  maricets  of  tatc  yeas  frequently  filled  with 
upon  which   prime  coat  rould  not  be 
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18  Fek  i8J0.   realized.  I  have  known  several  investments  imported  by  Ameri- 

cans  and  oiherst  which  have  sold  al  a  very  considerable  dis- 

C.MaryorUfankst  coiiiit ;  and  I  know  that  the  Company  have  for  many  years,  and 
^'^^  in  former  times,  sustained  very  great  losses  indeed  upon   the 

import  trade  into  China  from  England. 

18h  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  Ihemode  in  which  the 
supercargoes  buy  and  sell  generally  for  the  Company  in  China  ? 
— Our  dealings  take  place  directly  ivith  the  Hong  merchants, 
who  come  to  the  Factory-  We  partly  hear  i'roin  them  the 
state  of  the  markets  generally,  and  we  ascertain  from  other 
sources  the  state  of  those  markets.  All  the  transactions  of  the 
Company's  servants  are  confined  to  the  Hong  merchants.  In- 
deed the  Company  ii  the  only  legal  trader  in  relation  to  the 
Chinese  laws  at  present  in  China.  I  mean  that  all  other  fo- 
reigners are  more  or  less  connected  with  the  ilhcit  trade. 

182.  Are  measures  constantly  taken  for  the  increase  of  the 
consumption  of  British  manufactures  in  China  by  the  Company  ? 
— Since  I  have  been  acquainted  with  China,  and  on  reference 
to  the  records  of  the  Company,  i  have  found  tliat  the  subject 
more  than  any  other  which  the  Company's  authorities  in  this 
country  have  urged  on  their  servants  in  China  has  been,  that 
they  should  use  every  endeavour  to  extend  the  consumption  of 
British  manufactures  in  China*  I  believe  that  anxiety  has  not 
been  found  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Company^s  representa- 
tives  in  China,  both  from  a  wish  to  maintain  credit  in  the  esti- 
mation of  their  employers,  as  well  as  from  a  desire  to  promote 
the  general  interests  of  British  manufacturers.  If  selfish  in- 
terests can  be  supposed  to  enter  into  the  arrangement  at  all,  of 
course  our  commissions  would  increase  with  increasing  extent  oi* 
sale.  The  greater  the  sale  the  greater  our  profits.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  anxitty  of  the  Factory  to  promote  the  consumption  of 
British  manufactures  in  China  originates  in  superior  motives  to 
any  arising  out  of  mere  selfish  considerations. 

183.  Wliat  do  you  consider  the  impediments  to  a  great  ex- 
tension of  trade  ? — The  hmits  which  the  Chinese  have  set  to  tlie 
foreign  trade  ;  their  confining  it  to  one  remote  corner  of  one  of 
the  southern  provinces  of  the  empire.  The  articles  which  we 
iinpoTt  into  China  are  carried  to  the  northern  provinces  through 
the  interior  of  the  country.  The  Chinese  have  every  fiicility  of 
internal  intercourse  by  navigable  rivers  and  canals ;  but  such  a 
system  is  to  a  certain  extent  expensive*  I  conceive,  also,  the 
Chinese  to  have  arrived  at  a  very  great  perfection  in  their  own 
manufactures,  some  of  which'arc  suj^erior  to  our  own,  and  existed 
many  hundred  years  before  we  manufactured  at  all ;  perhaps 
their  manufactures  have  not  advanced  in  excellence  for  many 
hundred  yeai's. 

184.  What  articles  are  imported  into  China  in  the  sliape  of 
raw  materials  in  the  ships  of  the  Company  generallyj  and  by 
private  persons,  from  India  ?— llie  great  import  of  raw  material 
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I  CbtDA  in  Iht  ihipi  of  the  C^mpmy  Ihm  Inilfai  ii  coUeo    li  r«i-. 
I  ibe  prciidenciM  of  Bamhujr  and  Ifcogil,  nd  a  imali  por^        — 
fiMi  Madm  t  Ikera  are  pefiper  uiH  bt nd^si,  u^  nittaiuw  ^^ 
irikletaf  dull  dttcrifitMMi,  wlikh  ili«  Co«qm)r  of  liMr 
i  have  laA  catirdjp  la  Uieir  Mc^tk  and  it  a  part  of  tlia 
atfied  on  by  eauotrjr  tbip*.    Hie  cotmUf  trade  now  m 
lianBit  I  caDOBiva»  a  veiy  nfioitaiti  branch  of  iba  BMA 
balb  frmiiacxtaHtaadfrom  ilia  palUs  wbich  arka  la 
BMM  avi0id  in  it.    It  it  a  triul*  T  baljava^  ika 

I  in  China  have  kIi^h  ^liipoiWoa  ta 

- KK    Thcv  Dvfar  aaaij^tfed  that  eaoi* 

\  imh  thai  of  tiio  Covpaqr. 

f  IS5.  GrocmUj  «pcaktng,  ha?v  the  Companj*!  repreeentati^^t 
)d  to  the  utmoct  ih«  tutport  of  tlia  rair  mait^rtal  ?— Taa« 
'  ilona  all  ta  their  power  lo  promola  tt. 

[^tSS.  Win  jaa  aitplaln  ta  tba  Committaa  tha  moda  io  wydi 

booght  for  tite  Oam^mnff  aad  bav  thay  are  ex- 

I  at  to  tJieir  ijtialitj,  and  tlicir  pricet  arniiigi!d  ?— Tba 

i  coaaiiirrablc  p&r^oa  of  the  Conifmny's  tea  mvctCmttnl  ia 

ctad  fiar  hj  the  Company  with  Uic  Hong  mtrcbaata,  ia 

ami  aremiuljr  to  that  in  which  tlie  teat  are  delivared  m 

Thm  Hong  oierdtaata  etiter  (nlo  engagemeati  with  the  laa 

and  ioake  ta  them  advaaoet  upon  thote  contrada, 

V arbaa  k  it  brought  ta  Caalan  It  tubmitted  to  the  in- 

i  of  tha  Caaipaayt  Uifpeetort  there,  and  indaad  it  tub* 

10  mvmrf  tcrutinv  which  it  tiippoaed  to  be  deiirabk  to 

lia  itt  oolttjr.    Ttia  Company  have,  I  beUafal  aiaj  tay, 

leaf  af  nacktaaaithetr  optbii;  I  tnaan  afaiy  paml  of 

laa  of  aajr  value  it  first  oflbrad  to  the  Cimpanjr,  aad  it 

'  ta  their  tnqiactioo  praviatialy  to  iu  receplioa. 


197.  Ba«a  ihey  an  equal  advantage  in  retpcct  to  green  teat  ? 
—We  experieaice  conipetitioo  with  me  Aaiericant  in  renrarct  to 
Miae  af  the  rktiei  of  green  teat,  and  they  ftetjucntly  siira 
Im^ot  ptieot  far  tbate  green  teat  than  the  Company 'i  iUinaard 
pneaa.  The  tea  brokers  themteJvet,  1  mean  the  green  tea  mrr< 
dlaDli^  wlka  dritirrr  their  teat  to  the  Hong  merchanttf  are  a 
bedjjr  af  Ben  covMntting  very  nearly  of  400.  Ttiey  are  men  of 
n  capital  inderd  ;  thi*  aJrtncet  are  very  much  made  to 
I  rorrchanU  in  Can  ton.  Thote  perioni  afwayi  thow 
wiah  to  deal  with  the  Company  than  with  indrvidual 
,  from  the  obviotiH  retuion  that  they  contider  them  a 
*  aad  regular  cuftomer,  a  better  eustomer  and  a  bet* 
ee* 
198L  The  lar^ge  amaunt,  therefore,  of  tha  Cotxipnnv'n  trade, 
to  tbetr  aB^tt  to  China  great  influrncc  with  the  Hong 
ta?  - CTftqoMtiontbl).  and  with  all  the  gintTtiment  au* 
ta  any  way  cooaacted  with  the  foreign  imdv. 
m.  Hia  Aot  thia  iaAoaaoe  been  very  Iwneiiciul  to  ilie  whole 
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la  Feb.  1830,  foreign  tratle  of  the  port? — I  conceive  the  Company*s  trac!e  to 
be  very  beneficial  to  the  foreign  trade  generally*  It  has  Ibrtned 
a  sort  of  breakwater  to  that  trade;  having  prevctited  innova- 
tions of  the  Chinese  government,  which  they  are  always  suffi- 
ciently disposed  to  make  upon  soeh  privileges  as  we  possess; 
and  having  prevented  several  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  raise  tliti  prices  of  teas,  and  to  levy  exactions  upon  the  trade. 
In  some  instances,  though  the  trade  in  China,  as  far  as  regards 
the  Chinese,  is  a  monopoly  at  present,  yet  the  government  has 
endeavoured  to  make  it  a  still  closer  monopoly,  what  they  call 
a  Co-Hong,  which  was  to  consist  of  two  or  three  merchants. 
The  prices  of  imports  and  exports  were  to  he  fixed  by  the  Chi- 
nese government,  and  that  those  Chinese  mercliants  were  merely 
to  be  the  agents  of  the  government-  Thls>  upon  one  occasion^ 
was  not  only  attempted  by  the  local  government  at  Canton,,  but 
it  was  confirmed  by  an  imperial  edict  from  Pekin,  directing  it  to 
take  place.  The  Company  saw  the  danger  which  would  arise 
from  so  closely  restricted  a  system,  and  that  we  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  despots  of  the  country,  very  much  in  the  same 
w^ay  as  we  are  in  those  of  the  Siamese  and  the  Cochin-Chinese, 
when  we  attempt  to  trade  with  them  at  present,  and  they  resisted 
that  innovation*  The  Company*?  power  and  influence  in  China, 
and  their  being  able  to  make  great  pecuniary  sacrifices  in  conse- 
quence of  delays  which  took  place,  enabled  them  to  become  suc- 
cessful, and  to  prevent  that  attempt  of  the  Canton  government  to 
make  it  a  perfectly  close  and  restricted  government  monopoly, 
though  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  Emperor  s  commands  from  Pekin. 
I  conceive  that  was  one  very  important  occasion  on  which  the 
Company  have  prevented,  by  their  power  and  influence,  an 
innovation  upon  trade,  w^hiclx  must  have  proved  destructive 
of  profits,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  foreign  trade 
generally. 

190.  When  did  that  take  place? — ^1814  was  the  year  in 
which  the  diicussions  commenced ;  and  the  previous  year  the 
measure  had  been  taken  by  the  government. 

191,  You  stated  that  the  Company  resisted;  in  what  way 
was  the  resistance  evinced  ? — This  attempt  to  establish  a  Co- 
Hong  has  been  mode  on  more  than  on  one  occasion ;  but  the 
occasion  to  which  I  particularly  allude  was  during  my  own  re- 
sidence in  the  country,  in  1814-,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to 
break  the  junior  Hcmg  merchants,  and  sundry  other  attempts 
which  I  need  not  detail,  because  they  are  upon  the  Company  s 
records,  to  destroy  the  advantages  we  had  in  our  conmierce 
with  China.  The  Select  Committee  then  came  to  the  determi- 
nation of  stopping  the  trade,  and  intimated  to  the  Chinese 
government  ilmU  under  such  circumstances,  all  amicable  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  must  terminate*  This  gave  rise 
to  discussions,  which  continued  for  several  months,  involving 
grcitt  losses  to  individuals,  and  very  considerable  inconvenience 
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km  to  thir  Comamy ;  but  tim  rvMilt  wti  emiDently  hic*  IS  Fdk  \ 
M,     Tlw  jmilor  Hong  iii«rdiiat«  mnttincd  u  they  wcfv, 
t  tlie  Inpeml  e^Bct  wis  not  anTiid  into  eSect*    i  concdf^ 
tbe  Coai|NKif  hsve  be^si  gensrtUj  ottAil  to  lbrd|Kii»  in 
doM  swi^  m  DttinlMT  of  caaGiiocix.    WImb  our  iMyi 
to  dum  thsy  «rero  coai|idlcd  to  iubmit  lo  iMranmi 
The  gnoi  w#fO  ttken  out  of  tho  illip^  tW 
1  thmy  wore  placed  iotircly  in  iufajectioii  lo 
BiMit ;  ttiMi  tl  WM  in  cotiicqu«Bce  of  dso  , 
nif^ifftff  clMt  the  gartfOflMot  woo  htfincoil 
rdo  srajf  vbli  tliofii.  Upon  dl  thoio  nrcMJom,  I  iMok,  irhoa 
DMBfsoy  Itevt  fbqgkt  ibdr  ovn  botsli^  thcv  bovi  it  tbo 
'  ^  ibe  biiiJc  of  the  tndo  in  gimenJ. 

IW.  Have    not    the  •npencnffote    oocieaon   frw^oenUjr  co 

the  Vkcmf  or  oltior  auUinritie*  ufion  Mibjeoti  ooi^ 

wigii    the  Briii4i  tnule?— Fn  -.  ;  thou^  of  Into 

erhifie,  thej  haire  been  mort  ur,  bocotite  thdr 

With  rdereoce  to  the  govemmcui  tuu  been  tnudi  im^ 

Of  lou*  yoift  wc  hove  beeo  lell  much  more  unmo* 

than  I  recoUeei  the  trailc  to  have  been  in  1813,  Aod  yeora 

ly  following* 

IftL  In   what  lai^ni^o  are  petitkmt  aliowed   to  bo  jvo- 
~  ?.^U  hm  been  a  regulation,  um  applicable  to  foreign  trad^ 
by  the  Chinese  govern  me  iit»  that  all  addnrMtf*  to 


iaai  thmM  be  vritirn  in  the  Etiropean  character^     llial  rcsti* 


by  tlie  govamwentt  from  a  wish  to  place 
I  they  picwed  upon  the  addraaei  which  were  made 
ti imM.  1a  {bmcr  yean  tlml  was  the  caaa«  aiid  at  prrfttnt  it 
nia  m  eeory  caie,  esovpt  in  that  of  the  Company.  Tlie  Com* 
fmf^  lapeeaontatif ei  arc  thi:  only  penon«  in  China  who  poa- 
«■  Ibo  riglitf  a  right  acknowledmd  by  the  gomflMnlt  of 
•Mfsayng  thn  to  the  Lutgitage  of  Chtoa« 

IM.  la  tbofe  a  knowledge  of  the  Cbtneie  lai^gtiagt  among 
tke  lanbcn  of  the  Factory  ?-*Ver^  many  of  the  mombcrv  of 
ihe  Fnrtofj  speak  the  language  ot  China.  Every  encourage* 
am  kaabeen  ghren  lo  thra  to  ac<|uire  a  knowledge  of  it  by 
y,  in  holding  fiirward  procpccU  of  cerutn  pecuniary 
'na  weU  at  of  approbation  of  their  conduct*  In  addi- 
me  flEien  potaeot  anaiety  for  literary  reputation ;  hut  I 
i  m  faKnrlodge  of  the  pecuhar  Uinguagc;  of  China  to  have 
OBllienidly  pft>inoted  by  Dr.  Murriion  than  bv  any 
vbom  I  have  ever  known  in  China,     lie  ha* 

^  the  Company*!  employ  now  for  upwards  of 

i;  and  the  gr<*iit  knowledge  he  haa  acquired  of  the 

_it«ge  hai  enabled  htm  to  be  eminently  tucceufuU 

iKoBly  911  "the  oocoMon  of  the  la*t  embaify  to  IVkin,  but  on 

odi0a.  which  are  almoat  daily  occurring  with  the 

He  iMaka  the  hmgo^ga  almoet  as  fluently  aa  ha  doaa 

I  beuleve  one  of  the  burgeit  iiima  which  lutf  mm  bean 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDtA  AFrMRS  : 

18  Feb.  1830*  expended    upon  tlie  publication   of  a  work,  has  been  by  the 
-; —         Company,  in  the  pubHcation  of  Dn  Morrison's  Chinese  Dic- 
CMarforihankXf  ^[qj^^jj^  which  eminently  facilitntes  the  acquisition  of  the  Ian- 
^'         guage*     I  think  the  expense  of  the  Company  in  that  work  could 
not  have  been  less  tJian  £12,000  sterhng;  and  that  dictionary 
18  at  this  moment  emphiyed  by  the  Japanese  us  a  rnediiifn  of 
translation  into  their  own  language.     The  collotjuial  language 
of  Japan  is  different  from  the  Chinese,  but  they  use  the  same 
character. 
195.  Does  Dr.  Morrison  stiU  receive  a  salary  from  the  Com- 
pany ?^ — He  is  their  interpreter.  1  mention  Dr.  Mornson's  name» 
because  I  think  hi  in  eminently  conspicuous  as  a  Chinese  scholar ; 
and  I  think  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  ftom  his  ser- 
vices have  been  very  great  indeed.     He  went  out  as  a  mission- 
ary upon  his  own  account  at  firsts  with  a  view  to  the  objects  of 
his  mission,  which  I  believe  have  not  been  very  auccessfuh 

196.  Arc  there  any  foreigners  resident  in  China,  as  far  as  you 
know,  w!jo  are  masters  of  the  language? — There  are  none  of 
the  foreign  residents  in  China  who  possess  any  knowledge  of  the 
language,  if  I  except  the  Portuguese  padr^H  at  Macao*  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  any  foreigner  at  this  moment  at  Canton  who 
possesses  a  knowledge  of  the  language*  except  persons  connected 
with  the  Factory.  The  resident  merchants  certainly  have  not ; 
it  is  not  their  business;  they  go  there  for  commercial  purposes; 
and  it  is  a  language  which  requires  almost  the  devotion  of  a  life 
to  acquire  any  useful  knowledge  of  it. 

197.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  American 
trade  in  China  has  increased  or  decreased  of  late  years  ? — Within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  the  trade  has  very  materially  de- 
creased. I  have  an  abstraet  of  the  American  imports  and  ex- 
ports; it  is  taken  from  American  sources  of  information,  and 
from  this  I  find  in  1825-6  the  Americans  had  42  ships  in  China, 
and  that  the  amount  of  their  imports  was  7,700.000  dollars,  and 
their  exports  8,900,000  dollars;  in  1826-7  the  number  of  the 
ships  was  reduced  to  26,  the  amount  of  their  imports  was 
3,800,000  dollars,  and  their  exports  4,300,000  dollars;  in  1827-8 
the  number  of  American  ships  in  China  was  only  20,  being  less 
by  half  than  what  it  had  been  in  1825-6;  in  that  year  the 
amount  of  their  imports  was  6,200,000  dollars,  and  the  amount 
of  the  exports  6,000^000 ;  and  when  I  left  China  in  December 
1B28-9,  there  had  only  arrived  in  China  12  vessels.  I  have 
received  no  later  account  of  the  amount  of  the  American  trade, 
nor  to  my  knowledge  is  there  any  in  this  country;  but  this 
exhibits  wrthin  the  last  few  years  a  very  remarkable  falling-off 
in  the  amount  of  the  American  trade  to  China*  I  may  men* 
lion,  as  cfinfirmatory  of  that  fact,  that  Mr.  Edward  Thompsoil| 
of  Philadelphia,  who  is  the  largest  shin-owner  I  have  known  in 
the  American  trade  connected  with  China,  who  had  five  or  six 
vessels  in  China^  in  his  de|iosition  which  was  laid  before  Con^ 
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\  OfiOflilVKIBor  riiK  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

!•  detciencv  m  bit  p^yoBMl  of  dolfei,  mPHi. 
I  ilMi  be  hid  ngi^  in  ibe  CbiniM  tfttiki  witb  fiir«  or  «x 
wiib  aoifMtiil of  liOQiOOO <Mkr«,  a»  t(>pticabJe  to  ibot 
ind  tbsi  bo  hfld  bimaoli^  ai  on  iiKLiv»du«]  imdcr,  pi^o 
■m  10  tbo  Ammemm  gofemioefU  tn  the  *h4M  ol'  dutMi 
bo  litiicicd  ooy  oiber  individual;  I  tbiok  Im  ftoloil 
>  of  fhiUini  md  mi  thol  foomem  be  loid  bo  wot  o 
L  mooiiOn  kioi  as  bdog  tbo  loigett  Amorieon  tMp^ 
hMwe  kiMMTQ  ot  oooQcctcii  with  the  Ouiia  tnMle.  Too 
tof  tiic  abAmsioUcmi  wbidi  1  lui%c  ilcnvrU  i'tom  tJio  Aoio* 
\  rhioinUfi  lOftkbDi  in  Cliioo  (serlainijr  hi«  been  uii> 
t  io  dw  aroiu  of  ibctr  uode  geoondly.  Some  of  the 
i^imti  hovo  raoliMd  OK^oey  b/  dcoltng  in  ofiium  end 
icr  BMOnij  btU  I  bcJieire  tfan^c  that  hove  eogagod  in  cam* 
i  botwooD  Cbioo  ond  tho  Ci  l^  ond  in  loter  veori 

Chmo  and  Foretgn  Euro|  not  been  nt  all  sue- 

in  »oni  c«  rcr)'  much  the  rcYcric.    'J  tto 

o  »ta^  i^T)t!  Amcriain  trode  from  ^      L      uH 

;  il  wi>  (idlv  from  the  book  of  an  Amcricoo 

,  tn  Coni^...  .i^; «»  ,v44  derived  eniirdy  f/om  American 
oful  iberdbre  I  imogtDe  il  to  be  correct. 


>lTk^ 


\  fcttdt  a« 


mm  ddmend  in  ike  tiaismadf  mUek  \ 
ATE  of  Che  Tbcil  Amomit  amI  VaIim  oI  tlw  Amtucut  ExfOOTi 

MiOIltfOOfI* 


M^eraipib 


3,871.30a 

s.oie,ffO 

47^,050 
9,741,000 

4ftl,MI 
fl;ftO7,&0O 

^60fi,fao 

7,07fi,ft^ 
l»,flO7,Si0 
^IMgMO 
Ijflriijmo 

t.n'..t27 

7,77«UOI 
0»aU7I7 


JvHa,odo 

5,137,000 

14^,000 

M7«^OiO 

•OMM 

3»973»000 
^771,000 
000,000 
&73»00O 
«,09i,000 
K70a,000 
4^7.000 

7^33.403 
M77,tl9 
IV50t»ll9 
l|.949^»00 
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EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIES: 

198»  Is  it  not  uoderslood  that  the  senior  Hong  merchant* 
HowquEi,  has  embarked  in  the  American  trade  on  his  own 
account? — When  I  was  first  acquainted  witli  the  trade  in 
1813-14,  Howqua  was  very  considerably  engaged  with  the 
Americans,  At  that  period,  and  some  years  subsequently,  I 
believe  the  American  trade  to  have  been  very  profitable,  at  the 
period  when  they  were  acting  as  carriers  to  the  world  generally, 
when  British  ships  were  excluded  very  much  from  the  ports 
of  foreign  Europe ;  but  latterly,  for  several  years,  he  has  entirely 
witlidrawn  from  his  connection  with  the  Anaericans,  solely  upon 
the  ground,  I  believe,  of  his  having  found  it  very  unprofilable, 
I  have  that  information  derived  from  himself*  that  he  found  liis 
last  speculations  connected  with  the  Americans  not  at  all 
profitable, 

199,  Do  you  consider  that  the  Americans  purchase  their  teas 
on  equally  favourable  terms  with  the  Company?—!  think  the 
Company  have  a  decided  advantage  in  the  purchase  of  teas  over 
any  other  competitor,  inasmuch  as  all  the  classes  of  black  teas 
are  in  the  first  instance  submitted  to  them  ;  and  if  they  are  dis- 
posed to  give  the  same  prices  lor  green  teas  as  the  Americans, 
1  believe  the  Chinese  would  infinitely  rather  deal  with  them 
than  with  the  Americans  or  any  other  individuals.  Wien  the 
Americans  give  larger  prices,  of  course  the  Chinese*  proceeding 
upon  common  commercial  principles^  deliver  their  teas  to  tliem 
when  their  security  of  payment  is  good. 

200.  Has  the  price  of  teas  generally  to  the  Company  been 
increased  or  decreased  latterly  P^-^One  of  the  advantages  which 
I  conceive  to  have  arisen  from  the  Company's  system  is,  tliat  it 
has  kept  the  teas  at  a  fixed  price*  An  attempt  was  made  in 
1819  and  1820,  by  combinations  of  the  green  tea  merchants* 
and  afterwards  of  tlie  black  tea  merchants,  to  raise  the  prices  of 
teas  most  materially.  In  the  case  of  the  green  tea  merchants, 
it  was  a  very  strict  combination  amongst  tlie  individuals  con- 
nected with  the  trade ;  they  met  together  and  expressed  their 
determination  to  maintain  their  prices.  The  Company  were 
equally  obstinate,  and  were  not  disposed  to  yield  to  their  terms* 
A  considerable  delay  took  place  in  the  sailing  of  the  Company's 
ships  from  China,  and  of  course  loss  to  the  Company  upon  de- 
murrage ;  hut  the  Company's  possession  of  capital  enabled  tlieni 
to  sustain  that  loss,  and  the  combination  amongst  the  Cliinese 
tea  merchants  was  broken  in  consequencCt  while  the  Company 
had  the  power  of  punishment  in  tlieir  own  hands.  They  refused 
to  receive  the  teas,  even  though  of  a  good  quality,  from  the  tea 
merchants  who  had  been  the  principal  persons  connected  with 
tliis  combination,  and  bankruptcy  and  very  serious  losses  wer© 
the  consequence  to  those  merchants  of  the  rejection  of  the  ti 
by  the  Company-  The  Company  eventuallv  succeeded  in  main 
taining  prices  at  their  former  standard,  lliat  is  one  particular 
occsision  which  I  remember  where  the  Company  have  main* 
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tbe  fvkiw  of  tett.     An  occmmmoccxxnvd  in  Ia8&>  wti^fi!  li  Fib.  IB99, 
r  Company  rodooed  tlio  pncm  of  thoir  eoitirici  tM«  ronel*     ^^t-^ 
ooe  nlo  pir  ^icol  s  tlity  recelTed  the  leoi  ot  mloefid  ^ 
by  whtcb  «  atviag  nodlod  to  the  Coujioiiy  of  fiO^MO 


Hov 
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a  pecul  ?~S!«  ihiQIngt  snd 


90S. 


b  the  coof«iitiofi«l  viluo  of  i  tolc  ;  and  a  pectil 

The  rral  valor  frf  thr  tn!r  fa  not,  howctrr,  more  than 

OOD  if  n  tale  wt  titver  wrre  mollod  down, 

oel  jiold  iDon  ;  lan  that  cxmtalnod  in  8a. 

Ooea  the  Ameftcao  Cottitj]  b  Chba  poiiieci  an  dBctcnt 

over  ht»  coimlr/men  there  ?» I  da  not  con«ider  at  aU 

t  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  trade  :  indeed  be  poaaeaaoa 

little  power  heyood  hsring  the  ridit  of  adnimUterinir  an 

;  aod  upon  loiot  oconaiona  whofo  mpower  haa  been  cdled 

tbo  Anortcana  havt  mido  a  vary  ankappy  tsUbU 

Upon  an  importnnt  oocaalnn,  which  waa  In  Jmh  wkui 

MB  telooguw  to  one  '  r  ?  waa  aocnatdofboni- 

aod  wborai  from  ever.  .i  waa  madot  the  maiiv 

wm  entirely  bmoct^nt  af  llw  crime  inipitted   to  him, 

Hi  utfuoK  domanded  that  he  thoultl  be  given  tip. 

who  wat  a  man  of  mtidi  good  feclingi  re^iat^ 

,  but  hii  eoontrymen,  and  tJie  per«ont  connected 

\  the  trade,  and  the  captanaof  the  thipa.  lormed  themaelvea 
»a  oooEibioattdnt  at  it  were*  agninat  tlie  ConauU  and  reaiated 
The  aeaman*  who  waa  a  Sicilian  by  birtht  waa  fur- 
I  into  the  Iiandi  of  the  Chineae.  I  believe  tlua  Aasocia- 
of  the  Amencaoa  ao  far  ahcltered  thcmnelrei  under  the 
i  that  he  waa  not  a  eiiixen  of  the  t7nited  Stateat  and  that 
r  wwe  not  oompclied  to  protect  him.  lie  wtm  ttirrenderrd 
government,  atrongly  against  lite  private  mdi« 
nf  membcm  of  the  Hritiih  Factory,  The 
;  coramttleef  a»  a  public  body,  waa  not  called  upon  to  in- 
in  it*  The  unfortunate  mani  when  daliverod  up  to  tJie 
»iderwettt  a  mere  tham  trial.  Tie  icarcely  apoka 
(he  waa  a  Sadliaii  by  birth)  :  nobml)^  but  Chtneaa  lnlar» 
were  preaent ;  hit  hand  waa  covered  with  ink,  and  he 
atlr  placed  the  tmpreaaion  of  it  upon  a  paper,  which  waa 
i  of  hit  guilt.  It  wuji  expected,  a»  in  other  caac9  of 
the  aentencc  would  be  referred  to  t)ic  Emperor  for 
tnatead  of  that,  the  seaman  *  without  any  intima- 
vaa  carried  to  the  place  of  public  execution  three  dayn 
ravda,  and  ttrai^Iea.  I  believe  that  ta  a  caae  which  Kaa 
d  very  moc^  to  c&grade  tlie  foreign  character  in  China,  and 
wliid  may  have  a  very  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  foreign 
m  China.  1  Deiieve  the  American  character,  t»  tne 
even  of  the  Chinete,  waa  very  oooaiderably  lowered 
If  tbai  act-  By  it  w&»  in  some  measure  fubverted  Uie  prece* 
fcai  wbidl  tlte  Britifth  Factory  had  on  several  previona  ahnDar 
aopcoeded  in  citabUahing,  by  strenuously  opposing 
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18  Feb.  ISdO.  tlie  execution  of  the  niercilesd  and  indiscriminating  laws  of 
"^7         China.     I  have  known  one  or  two  individuals,  Americiin  mer- 

C,Ma^onbaHA.^t  chants,  in  Canton,  who  were  persons  of  ^reat  respectability ; 
but  their  general  mercantile  character  in  China  certainly  stajids 
very  far  from  high — 1  mean  in  relation  to  their  commercial 
trausactions.  1  ought  to  state,  that  the  American  Consul,  who 
had  thus  proved  the  inefficiency  of  his  power,  was  so  dii^^^usted 
with  the  proceeding;;  of  his  country men>  that  he  immediately 
resigned  his  situation. 

203.  In  the  event  of  the  trade  being  open  to  British  subjects 
generally,  do  you  apprehend  that  the  appointment  of  a  King's 
Consul  will  ensure  that  respectability  which  is  now  given  to  tJie 
chief  supercargo  of  the  Company  ?— I  conceive  that  a  persoji  jx>s- 
sessing  the  power  of  King's  Consul  alone,  unless  that  power  was 
backed  by  some  other  influence,  would  not  be  successful  in  con- 
trolling his  countrymen  there,  or  regulating  our  intercourse  with 
the  Chinese.  My  reason  for  thinking  so  is,  that  the  Chinese  have 
on  all  occasions  refused  to  acknowledge  any  government  autho- 
rity whatever,  or  any  King's  officers.  Upon  occasions  where 
officers  of  his  Majesty's  ships  have  been  in  China,  when  discus- 
sions have  arisen  out  of  their  coming  into  collision  with  the 
Chinese,  the  Company  have  always  requested  the  Chinese 
government  to  communicate  with  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
ships,  stating  as  their  reason  that  they  possess  no  authority  over 
them.  The  answer  of  the  Chinese  has  always  been,  **  we  ac- 
knowledge no  authority  in  China  but  the  Company's  Factory, 
through  whom  alone  we  will  communicate."  When  an  English 
admiral  was  in  China,  which  took  place  in  180B — when  Admi- 
ral Drury  was  conducting  his  ill-concerted  expedition,  tlie  same 
language  was  held  by  the  government.  In  former  years  the  Com- 
pany's Chief  did  possess  the  powers  of  Kings  Consul.  In  1698, 
indeed,  at  one  time  there  were  two  King's  Consuls  in  China, 
the  representatives  of  rival  East-India  Companies.  I  believe 
considerable  advantage  would  arise  from  the  Company 'si  Chief 
in  China  being  vested  with  the  powers  of  King's  Consul ;  not 
that  I  think  the  Chinese  would  consider  his  situation  clianged, 
but  tliat  it  would  give  him  a  more  distinct  power,  which  the 
representatives  of  the  East-India  Company  really  do  not  possess, 
on  occasions  of  homicide,  or  others,  when  they  are  placed  in 
flituations  of  very  great  difficulty  indeed,  and  when  they  are  left 
entirely  to  proceed  upon  the  principles  of  common  sense ;  but 
there  are  no  laws  made  for  their  protection  m  China,  and  no 
sufficient  instructions  given  for  their  guidance  in  very  embar- 
rassing situations  with  the  Chinese.  I  allude  to  occasions  of 
murder  and  homicide  occurring.  Even  in  cases  where  they  be* 
lieve  there  lias  been  murdert  they  have  not  tlie  power  of  exa- 
mining evidence  upon  oath  ;  and  murder  has  often  to  be 
proved  upon  circumstantial  evidence ;  they  cannot,  therefore^ 
unless  under  the  certainty  of  the  crime  having  been  committed. 
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"  an  ipdrndiBL     Tbmf  m  eipiaUj  raquircil  to  do  to  ia 
t  hjAmCtiwmm govmoMnl,  whose  ltt«r  b  vcrj 
ni  tial  MM<?eti  ihtir  iiioalkm.  tiMfiforo, 
tnwHiv  aadiwd.     'Die  CMqiwf *•  Snttfty 
betii  tdil  tiiat  th«  iMOMil^r  of  ftiitxnlcnofi  to  tho  ftwi  of 
tl«  cotmtff  in  «hkh  tli^  rriirtfd  mvbi  bt  ptoiilod  m  titfi 
t  to  jiHliiy  tlien  ID  pitmiiiig  «  df  Mcnl 
Iwm  d«w»  bttt  diey  Imfc  il«eliaed  ah 
>  coeb  an  iiniPOfthj  pin  ofjutlitattlMi 

Will  you  he  good  enotwh  to  gfve  the  Commirt^r  mty 
I  YDopoiftefti  vith  lefeieoce  to  the mv,  i  in 

mrkMrf^-Tlie  blade  ica  Imported  by  the  Eatt  m- 

ia  growQ  and  iDanuiictitml  tti  the  province  oi 
the  encrption  of  utout  one-third  of  thtti  «n»r  nltr 
wfndh  ^  ii  producecl  in  the  no 

r  pvtmDc.  -.  I  »atoo,  in  a  diftrict  ciltril  .     ^ 

ita  aaoii!  to  the  tea  in  qttettion,     'I*hc  grrcn  tea  ii  all 
m  the  proirbcc  of  Kiani: '— -    l>^^^        .    i  <  ^  *-Kijiiig> 
m  the  two  frtrmtT.      i  rte  pro* 

are  auppoted  to  be  of  one  -.pfru'* :  uw  uitti  rt-nrt!  in  the 
ttteJ  arttcle  ariiin^  from  illfFerenee  of  toil,  clinmii*.  mitt 
Green  tea  ba*  been  made  in  the  ditthcti  from 
iht  black  tea  eomett  and  wg  vetti*    Some  of  the  btidi 
plant  m  Fokim  are  picked  in  itie  early  part  of  tVic  ipniif » 
tliry  have  bur»t :  tho^t*  fonii  the   pekoe  tea,  the  nioit 
part  of  the  pUuit ;  of  which   bucli  a  tmall  portion  ii 
with  tlie  bent  pared*  of  congo*  to  ei^e  tliem  a  flavour. 
»  alio  brought   in  Canton   unmrxru  with  other  laavM* 
A  sent  in  Rainttt  ii  naiil  to  he  m^koei  ilightJy  adultentfid 
en.  other  leaven.     In  tlie  bq^^tnning  of  May  the 

ar^  , ,  ^^  o^  the  pbint ;  a  new  crop  is  then  thrown 
and  picked  about  lix  weeks  oflerwardi,  and  a  third  crop 
the  end  of  the  summer ;  the  two  fint  pickingi  are  the 
and  nearfy  equal  to  quality.  The  third  crop  of  Icovei 
te«of  litUe  •trer>'-^  -I  inferior  fiarour:  hence  the  bett 
are  conipoted  wl  ic  choice  teaTcn  of  the  two  flrof 

with  a  imai)  H|*njiKijng  of  the  bud*  or  pekoe.  T!i0 
crop!  contain  a  larger  gharc  of  the  third  pickingn,  and 
of  the  pdcoe.  The  black  tea  in  Pokien  is  said  to  be  cul* 
bffcly  hy  eottagert  in  imall  plots  of  ground  or  gardens. 
Im«»  are  picked  by  the  family,  and  ore  immediately  ear- 
to  tnarkett  where  persons,  who»e  business  Ues  in  that  linCp 
qiauitities  of  them,  and  munufucture  them  in  part*  that  is, 
than  to  be  dried  by  the  wind  under  the  shade»  and  afier* 
wwtdM  to  be  further  dried  in  a  heated  warehouse.  The  perKina 
whom  we  call  tea  merchaau,  and  the  ageoU  of  the  Hong  mer* 
me  to  the  tea  districts,  and  purchase  from  the  men  be* 
loaed  quantities  of  the  dried  leaTes  of  the  tirst»  aeoond^ 
ani  third  gathanngt,  discrinnnating  the  leaves  of  young  and  old 
flaota,  of  thoae  grawo  in  welUknown  favourable  spou.  Sec  &e. 


A 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

18  Feb.  1020*  They  then  complete  the  drying  process*  according  as  it  may  be 
^7*—  requisite,  and  employ  women  and  children  to  select  the  hard, 
^Mai^arUtanks^  the  beat  leaves,  with  more  or  less  discrimination,  according  to 
the  object  of  malting  very  fine,  middling,  or  common  tea.  Tlie 
tea  h  made  into  parcels  of  from  100  to  600  chests  each,  with  a 
clistioctive  name  to  each  parcel  and  cnnformity  of  cjuality,  wliere 
the  tea  merchant  acts  honestly  ;  hence  those  parcels  of  tea 
which,  ynder  certain  Chinese  names*  have  proved  in  a  series  of 
years  of  excellent  qyahty  and  similar  characters,  and  which  are 
grcatJy  sought  after  at  the  London  sales,  are  not  the  produce  of 
any  particular  farm,  but  owe  their  character  to  the  skill  and  good 
faith  with  which  the  tea  merchant  or  the  Hong  merchants*  agent 
have  executed  their  commissions  in  selecting  only  superior  par- 
cel s  of  lea ves  in  the  market  o f  Woo -y - sha n .  G ree n  t ea  i s  br o ught 
from  the  three  provinces  above-mentioned.  Like  the  black  tea, 
the  different  classes  are  formed  by  selecting  the  better  from  the 
inferior  leaves  after  they  have  been  dried ;  the  light  leaves > 
separated  by  a  winnowing  machine  from  the  heavier,  form 
hyson  skins ;  much  of  the  skins  of  twankay  are  told  as  hyson 
skins.  Copper  is  never  used  in  making  green  tea.  The  bloom- 
ing appearance  of  h3'&on,  gunpowder,  d'C.  h  said  to  arise  from 
the  effects  of  carefully  roasting  the  leaves  in  iron  vases  placed 
over  a  fire,  and  by  rubbing  them  against  the  sides  of  the  vessel ; 
in  this  process  with  the  green  teas  moch  skill  is  requisite ;  and 
there  is  a  class  of  person;}  who  are  hired  by  some  of  the  tea 
merchants  to  superintend  their  respective  manufactories.  The 
bohea  tea  is  composed  partly  of  the  lower  grades  of  the  Vu-y- 
shan  tea,  which  has  been  left  unsold  af^er  the  departure  of  the 
last  ships  of  the  season,  and  partly  of  the  tea  grown  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Canton  called  Wo-Ping.  The  green  tea  merchants  who 
come  annually  to  Canton  are  supposed  to  be  very  numerous, 
about  400,  many  with  very  small  adventures  ;  the  black  tea 
merchants  are  fewer  in  number,  but  it  is  believed  that  there  is 
not  one  of  either  party  sufficiently  provided  with  funds  to  be 
able  to  trade  on  his  own  capita!.  The  Hong  merchants  ad- 
vance the  tea  merchants  from  2^000  to  3,000  tales  per  chop  of 
Congo  or  twankay,  by  which  means  the  article  is  procured ; 
formerly,  that  is  until  about  1814  or  1815»  the  East-India  Com- 
pany had  for  a  long  period  themselves  advanced  such  sums  as 
those  above  stated  to  the  Hong  merchants,  by  whom  the 
money  was  transferred  to  the  tea  merchant.  The  plan  was 
abandoned,  because  partly  it  was  found  in  a  great  degree  to 
compel  an  acceptance  or  the  tea  provided,  whether  good  or 
bad,  as  the  only  means  of  recovering  the  loan  ;  and  partly 
from  a  desire  to  lessen  as  much  as  possible  the  extent  of  the 
East-India  Company's  property  at  risk  in  China.  The  richer 
Hong  merchants  each  send  a  purser  or  clerk  to  the  black 
tea  country  to  manufacture  ibr  them  a  few  chops  of  tea, 
which  usually  prove  the  best  of  the  investment ;  and  they 
assert   that   these   first  class  teas   do  not  pay  them  profit  la 
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lfn|K>rtioii    to  the  tnferior  tortf,  iiimI  that  Ihey  ccmtmm  iJie  l«  F«k  li 
l|wtttl  tamuAetmt  ^fihrn  tarmm  oolj  to  muwfy  the  Coiii|i«o^'ii 
——It  ligCTMnd  tor  tbeoit  and  in  cootUeration  of  th«  imr^r  ^- 
of  htiAiffti  altotted  to  thrtn*     In  an  Qpen  trade  lhi£»e 
Mttid  not  extHi 
i0dw  WiU  )rou  infono  the  Commstti»e  of  the  moda  in  wkidi 
frain  tliie  cottn^  are  diipoaed  of  to  tlia  Hom§ 
I? — Tbe  woolkna  are  ditpoaea  of  to  the  Hoi 
'  imrj  IkvoQiable  dretintitanoea  a*  regaida  i 
I »  wtet  tlw  Half  BCidMati  call  the  Coaaoo  ( 
I  are  the  chafi^rt  oti^mg  out  of  Iha  operatioiia  eommA§i 
I  the  cxpcnaet  of  their  own  Honga,  ara  not  ievied  ypoa  oor 
lured  wociUenfr  at  ail    llicv  are,  in  the  timt  iiiita»c% 
to  the  Hong  mrrchanu,  who  have  upon  afl  occaaioii% 
rl  have  been  acquAtnted  with  thcai,  dcctarvd  tliat  they  tui* 
\  ttpoQ  the  Company^  wixjlJcni,  and  fhcy  only  con- 
to  receive  them  on  con^ideratiun  of  ihc  larvc  purcha«et 
i  madt  by  the  Company,     llirougli  tlic  in^cnce  of  tha 
■WTchania,  the  tea  merdiafiti  are  induced  to  rccdra  a 

porttOQ  of  tlioic  wootleoi  in  payment  uf  tlie  teaa 

i  frocD  iheiB ;  and  hy  that  meani*  I  i>eheve,  the  woollens 
dwir  way  loto  the  toterior  of  the  country  with  greater 
tliaii  they  could  olbarrtac  do* 
106.  la  there  i»ot  that  eonfidance  in  the  Company**  mark»  thai 
»bale  ofgiaodi  ao  marlcad  will  go  all  over  Ctiina  ?*1  bclirta 
hM  bean  proverbial  for  many  years ;  and  I  believe  not  onty 
llie  Coiopany'i  mark,  but  the  Company's  teal,  whenrvt'r 
la  affxcdv  they  oon»ider  it  a  plrdgr  of  i^ety  and  lecunty* 
ay  aay  the  tame  of  the  word  ol  tlie  ('ompany'ii  ncrvont  paired 
■nStara  of  bdaineas ;  oo  writteti  engagements  are  required. 
'  U  ia  tttos^  if  it  is  tn  die  Compatiy*t  book/*  has  been  ifie  com* 
HHwer  0f  a  Hong  merchant,  wlien  large  sums  have  been 
^to  hiim  loraeltmet  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  sterling. 
SOT*  Do  jrou  apprehend  that  a  bale  of  goods  which  liad  not 
~  jr's  mark  would  experience  the  same  ready  transit, 

.  Ae  aiine  secitrity  atuclied  to  it?— It  would  not  be 
!  witiiout  esaniiiatioD  aod  OMaaurement. 
Do  you  beltete  that  a  iupplf  of  tea  could  be  obtained 
/  the  conatnkten  in  this  country  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it  now 
if  the  trwde  were  thrown  open  >— I  ccmceise,  with  reAnnee 
wiwc  I  have  stated  as  to  the  competition  that  would  ensue 
indfvtdijals  of  the  Hritish  tnerciintile  community  in  the 
i  of  Caatoii,  one  of  the  immc'dtdte  results  of  thot  would 
riomsaethe  prices  of  teas.  It  nii.^'  '  ^'*  '.  r>^>MHl  that  llmt 
b^ioel  by  an  inmcascd  mtin^i  As  Car  as 

J  leoaare  cancerned.  we  know  ti^.u  c;n  i  it  pc  for  we  havsi 
r  received  gve^ti  teas  enough  ;  there  hn^  hren  an  inct-eating 
for  green   teas,    and   not   a    pr,*jj  irflonMre    inifraicd 
Wil^'ieipect  i^  t^*^  belter  das.«*^  o'  blati^  ua.,  Un  the 
"  f 
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18  Ftb.  1830.  reason  which  I  gave  in  a  former  answer,  that  the  Hong  mer- 
—7*7         chants  derive  little  or  no  profit  upon  them>  I  think  they  would 

C^ajynriimnkst  jyQ^  ^^  produced;  pfobabl^r  their  production  would  discon- 
'^*  tinue ;  but  the  inferior  sorts  of  black  teas  might,  I  have  no  doubt, 

be  increased  in  quantity  if  there  was  a  decidedly  increased  de- 
tnand  for  them,  I  conceive  that  the  increase  of  quantity  could 
only  be  accompanied  by  a  correijponding  deterioration  m  quality. 
From  every  attention  I  have  given  to  ttte  subject,  I  beheve  that, 
so  far  as  the  Company's  purchases  of  teas  in  China  are  con- 
cerned, and  the  charges  upon  them  there,  tea  is  supplied  by 
them  to  the  English  consumer  cheaper  than  it  could  be  under 
any  other  system. 

209.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  select  committee  at  Canton  ? 
— ^I  was. 

210.  Will  you  be  gootl  enough  to  state  to  the  Committee  if 
you  know  in  what  other  articles,  besides  opium,  the  smuggling 
trade  is  carried  on  upon  the  coast  of  China? — I  conceive  that 
at  present  it  extends  to  articles*  more  or  less,  of  every  descrip- 
lion ;  not  on  the  coast  of  China,  but  among  the  islands  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Canton  river. 

21 L  Articles  of  British  manufacture  ?- 1  am  not  aware  of 
any  individual  instance  where  smuggling  of  articles  of  British 
manufacture  has  existed;  but  1  know  nothing  to  preclude  it. 

212.  Can  you  state  what  were  lite  articles  of  British  manu- 
facture imported  by  the  Americans  on  which  you  stated  that  you 
supposed  a  loss  had  been  sustained  at  Canton  ?■ — I  understood 
from  American  agents  at  Canton,  that  losses  had  been  sustained 
by  their  imports  into  Canton,  both  on  woollens  and  on  cotton 
piece-goods  imported  in  American  ships* 

213.  Has  there  been,  during  the  period  of  your  residence 
there,  any  suspension  of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
Chinese  and  all  British  subjects  trading  to  Canton? — There  has. 

214.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  on  what  occasions  that 
took  place  ?— The  first  serious  one  was  in  1814, 

215.  How  did  that  originate? — It  arose  immediately  from  the 
act  of  the  Company's  representatives  themselves,  who  sufipended 
the  trade  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  tlie  Chinese  govern- 
ment towards  them;  in  consequence, as  I  think  I  liave  slated,  of 
an  attempt  to  establish  a  Co-Iiong  system ;  inconsequence  of  our 
ships  being  fired  at ;  natives  in  our  employment  being  seized  and 
punished  ;  and  in  consequence  of  acts  ^vhich  showed  an  Iiostility 
on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  government  to  such  an  extent  that 
our  amicable  relations  could  not  be  continued;  and  the  Select 
Committee,  under  these  difficulties,  themselves  intimated  to  the 
Chinese  government  the  necessity  of  suspending  the  trade. 

216.  When  you  speak  of  the  Company,  you  mean  the  Fac- 
tory ?— 1  mean  the  Company *s  representatives. 

217.  How  long  did  that  suspension  continue  ?^ It  continued 
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;LECT  COMMITTEE  ow  tmi  IfOUSe  OP  COMMONS. 

HitidQtBbie  licoe.    I  cannol  tsy  ibc  preciM  pcttod,  Imii  I  U  f«^  llsC 

abcKll  two  OMMllllft.  — - 

Did  il  moMl  to  ftU  Bdtiih  ihjp*  at  C«iiton  ?— In  t}i«  ' 
ft  di^MMitioii  on  tfie  put  of  ibe  couoUy 
ridtr  their  iepamie  tnterestii.     The  Setoei 
len  w«i  thtt*  tbat  in  cttfrt  wrhrrr  the  Cook 
I  elooe  are  concerned,  we  do  not  wiA 
lo  be  Involved;   hut  in  ca«e«  which  concem 
i  of  the  Brif iih  trade  feneraJljrt  if  ft  mem^ure  tioi  beta 
by  ua  to  prodtioe  an  iiwnanoe  upon  the  niind  of  the 
wm  immC  makm  lliel  OMeaitre  aa  operative 
thoae  cirairoitancea  ihejr  anapfodcd  the 
\WmSm§m&nilf,    h  irai  a  itrong  miewirt,  vmI  neavery 
Ij  flblecled  to  by  individuaU  wTio  wave  aulieniif  iiiGOii- 
I  (root  loaaei  they  »ujitj|jn(*d.  Some  were  very  clafnoioua; 
le  Select  CaonnillcCf  who  were  ncerciwng  what  tlitj  coo* 
sd  a  pohlic  duty,  were  nol  deterred  front  the  perfgrmaoce 
aiw  the  trade  wai  tiui|>ended  in  conAe€|uence«     An  uiter* 
cook  place  for^  I  lhtnk«  two  rooniha.     Mandarint  weie 
1  to  Mgodate  wkb  the  Company *»  authorities  at  Canton ; 
I  revolt  of  that  negociatlon  wai,  rliat  the  principal  potnu 
~  I  tbe  Company  inatited  were  ootioeded  to  them,  and  the 
1  to  Jta  former  footing*    I  umj  nieotieii  thi*,  which 
i  in  IBli,  aa,  I  bcUeve,  uic  only  inalanoe  upon  record, 
'  oa  I  can  ipeak,  wlierc  the  Cliincte  govemmeot  conaeoted 
lier  tntf)  what  may  be  cgnsidcred  a  treaty  with  any  foreign 
atives. 
^19.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  the  next  occaaion  on 
'  niion  took  place  of  all  ct^mmerctal  interoounc  be* 
[IwecTi  tieaeaod  the  Bntjih  > — I  tlunk  no  other  occaaieo 

im  iiwy^Kt  1S20.  when  I  waa  abient £rom  Chioa«  when 
was  acctdeotany  slu)t  by  an  oHicer  belonging  to  one  of 
I  Conpsny**  ihipi. 

tSQm  Wat  the  intpeniion  an  act  of  the  (liincKe  governmentf 
r  of  the  Company's  «i  pcrcargo  ?  •—  Of  t  he  C 1 »  « *m  men  t 

^Cbaloeeaaion;  they  demanded  I  111?  life  of  til  aat,  and 

\  Comistttee  would  not  surrender  him. 

tn .  How  Icmg  waa  tlie  trade  auspciidad  upon  that  occaiaon  ? 
-For  a  very  abm  period  ;  my  recolicctkm  ia»  that  it  waa  only 

i  lew  dayi. 
222.  How  did  it  termtttate?— Tbe  teatdt  waa  of  a  very  peen- 
The  day  that  ihe  Chineie  waa  foutul  killed,  a 
'  _  to  one  of  the  Company *a  iltipst  hed  com- 
/  the  Hong  mercheoia  Mird  eC  the  circumstance, 
aadesid  ibaft  it  waa  a  very  entmordlMry  ddng  that  this  suicide 
shaald  hef*e  imnsediately  followed  the  murder  nf  the  Chioeaeii 
Tlwrv  wae  no  anxietv  upon  the  part  of  the  Chinene  govemmeni 
Iheft  to  esier  into  oeUiimi  with  tnr  Eo^iah,  and  it  111  lest  anxiety 
pMlof  ih«  Ciifi^  to  enter  into  collision  with  theoib 
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18  Fvb.  1830.  The  Hang  merchant  were  anxious  tlmt  no  differences  should 
"7—  arise ;  they  mentioned  the  above  circumstance  to  the  Chinese 
^M^rhribatUt,  government,  and  it  was  eagerly  seized  by  them,  A  deputation 
*^*  of  Mandarins  waa  sent  to  the  Company*s  ships  ;  they  examined 
the  evidence  of  one  or  two  sailors  upon  the  subject,  who  I  be* 
h'eve  said  that  they  thought  il  was  very  extraordinary  that  the 
butcher  should  have  died  the  same  day  as  the  Chinese,  and  the 
deputed  Mandarins  determined  that  the  butcher  was  the  mur* 
dcrer. 

223*  You  have  adverted  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  coun- 
try trade  ;  can  you  state  the  probable  amount  of  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  country  trade  from  the  different  ports  in  India  to 
Canton  ? — It  is  in  the  public  statements  laid  before  Parh'ament, 
I  have  of  late  years  seen  about  seventy  country  ships  in  China 
annually. 

224.  Do  you  think  the  extent  of  tonnage  employed  in  the 
'  country  trade  is  more  or  less  than  that  employed  by  the  East- 
India  Company  in  the  port  of  Canton  ? — Some  years  ago  we 
used  to  consider  the  whole  British  trade  as  nearly  divided;  the 
Company's  trade  used  to  be  about  20,000  tons,  and  the  country 
trade  about  20,000  tons ;  of  late  years  the  Company^s  trade  has 
fluctuated.  In  1827  the  Company's  tonnage  was  about  37,700 
tons,  and  in  that  year  I  consider  it  was  beyond  the  country  trade* 
I  am  not  prepared  to  state  what  the  amount  of  the  country  ton- 
nage is,  but  it  is  very  considerable,  and  I  consider  it  a  very 
important  part  of  the  British  trade  to  China* 

223.  Do  you  conceive  the  country  trade  haa  been  increasing 
during  the  period  of  your  stay  in  China  ? — I  do.  This  has 
chiefly  arisen  from  the  enormous  increase  in  the  consumption 
of  opium  by  the  Chincsej  who  now  give  some  10,000,000  or 
12,000,000  of  dollars,  for  what  can  only  be  considered  a 
poison* 

226*  How  is  the  country  trade  carried  on ;  is  it  carried  on 
through  the  interference  of  the  Company's  servants  at  Canton  ? 
— ^Tlie  commercial  transactions  are  carried  on  perfectly  distinct 
from  those  of  the  Compan3^  The  persons  connected  with  the 
country  trade  have  often,  when  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Committee  which  involved  their  interests,  raised  objections  ; 
but  upon  occasions  where  difficulties  have  arisen,  where  the  per- 
sonn  connected  with  the  country  trade  became  involved  with  the 
Chinese,  they  generally  have  applied  to  the  Company's  autho- 
rities. One  occasion  I  remember,  when  I  was  last  in  China, 
A  country  captain  in  1826  arrived  from  Whampoa,  and  men- 
tioned tiiat  a  Chinese  had  been  killed  on  hoard  his  ship.  The 
Select  Committee  immediately  upon  hearing  this,  instead  of 
waiting  till  the  report  reached  the  ears  of  government,  sent  a 
deputation  into  the  city,  and  stated  llint  a  Cliinese  had  been 
killed  on  board  a  country  ship,  whose  death  they  considered  to 
havcaiihcn  entirely  from  accident*     Trom  the  manner  in  which 


J 


m. 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ornsUOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Ibt  CUooie  ex^ttmaeA  ihmMhd 
I  bilMnw  tl«l  if  one  oocavion  in  wliich,  if  the  Coon- 
pvf  bwl  bM  inierlmdt  tJi«  coonuy  trade  migbi  fauifv  lioMi  ^ 
nwied  m  Mfioii»  difintlliei.  I  rrmcmber  odier  *«*ftifH!W  io 
whUk  ibe  Coouisijr*!  ititcr&rence  hui  been  ciflbd  Ibr  to  |«iiiccl 
the  iocerasts  or  ibe  oomitrf  trtde^  It  is  goiw  loo  muck  ioio 
thoie  ioitmcet,  I  nmesMtr  ono  arroiinn 
where  eo  eltenipt  ww  made  bjr  oBoen  of  tke  €3ht 
tlotnrdi  the  coimtrj  ehlpe  lying  at  Wlunipo% 
1  woulii  be  «  irerj  ■erioiia  iDttlter  wove  it 
to*  The  |>efeoQ 
to  tbe  Comfiinir,  who 
and  fireireoted  a  iear^  taking  [»W:u* 

Are  the  Conuntttee  to  imderstaDil  thai  the  coimtry  tradtf 
1  at  Caotoa  hf  commefctal  ageota,  or  comiiiaiiden 
if  the  cottilsy  traden>  without  the  intervention  of  the  Eaai- 
hidia  Conpnny'i  aenranta  at  all  ?— The  operatioQa  of  biqpiQg  and 
aelliag  are ;  but  on  occstiotti  which  inforre  |»roteciion«  or  wUeh 
lmlf«  righu,  the  members  of  the  Briliah  mercantile  commu- 
atrr  aDplY  to  the  Select  Committee,  as  the  only  authot^iy  that 
IS  nkmy  to  obtain  them  redreik  They  have  not  the  means  of 
idirrmii^  the  Cbineae  goremments  exceiii  throi^  the  medium 

2S8.  Have  the  Select  Committee  the  mini  of  conimuiuc»> 
[  with  the  Chinese  government,  except  thrmish  the  medimn 
Hoog  mercfaanyr-'The  Select  (  are  the  only 

jk  meioente  who  possess  the  right  of  .g  the  govem^ 

\m  tho  Chhme  language,    when  t  i  i-sses  are  sent 

»  gofemmentf  ihey  are  sent  by  the  K'^'^  i^archants  :  but 
*  are  aealcd  with   the  Company *s  seal,  and  tieliverccl  in  an 
!  into  the  hands  ^i  the  govemmenL 
Are  yoo  aware  of  any  instance  in  whidi  a  personal  in* 
r  hna  been  given  by  the  Chin<?se  authpnties  at  Canton  Co 
r  of  the  Cooopany  s  senranU?— Several. 

Upon  wliat  occasion  ? — There  have  been  occasions  when 

\  Viceroy  has  accepted  entertainmenu  on  board  the  ships  of 

!  Coaapany,  whtcJi  is  the   atrongeit  case  that  could  occur* 

leQ   the   Imperial    Legate   accompanied  the  embassy  from 

_,    rho  is  a  itill  higher  authority    ttmn    die   Vkeroy»  he 

to  dke  Company's  Factory  and  dined  with  ui* 

DM  he  come  down  to  meet  the  amhanador  ?^-ile  came 

\  on  him  ;  but  tltere  are  numerous 

Compan/s  records  exhibit  sutemenia  of  , 

with  the  officers  of  the  Chinese  govcrniBant 

The  meition  a|»plies  to  the  time  of  your  own  personal 

during  the  Ume  you  were  in  Chins*  whether  during 

yoit  are  aci|uafaited  with  any  i^rsonal   interview 

I  gmvled  by  the  Chineaa  autliorities  to  any  of  tte 
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JS  EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INBIA  AFFAIRS:       ^^1 

^^€  Firl^  1830,  Company's  servants  on  business  P^Upon  occasion  of  annoync- 
"r~  iug  tlie  embassy,  a  deputation  of  the  Company's  servantB 
''^j^  waited  on   the  Viceroy,  and  announced  to  hini  the  embassy 

personally*  We  conceive  it  generally  better,  in  consequence  i 
of  the  rigidity  of  the  Chinese  form s^  to  carry  on  our  commu-  II 
fiication  with  the  government  as  much  as  possible  by  correspon- 
dence ;  but  some  of  the  Chinese,  high  in  rank,  frequently  come 
to  the  Company's  factory  afid  accept  of  entertainments:  they 
are  received  on  friendly  terms.  On  such  occasions  we  avoid 
business;  for  the  Chinese  conceive  there  is  great  want  of  taste 
in  speaking  to  tliem  about  points  of  business,  if  you  ask  them 
to  your  house,  IMuch  want  of  tact  has  been  shown  on  some 
occasions  by  foreigners,  who  have  marred  the  good-will  and 
civil  disposition  of  their  guesta  by  very  ill-timed  and  unseasona- 
ble applications. 

233.  Was  tlie  interview^  upon  that  occasion,  with  reference 
to  the  embassy,  connected  with  any  part  of  the  commercial 
affairs  of  the  Company  ? — Of  course  it  was  not ;  be  was  the 
King's  authority  sent  to  the  country,  and  as  such  he  was  an* 
n ounce d. 

234.  Were  there  any  commercial  matters  touched  upon  at 
the  interview? — I  believe  it  would  have  been  considered  highly 
indecorous  if  they  had  been  alluded  to, 

235.  Have  the  Chinese  authorities  admitted  any  direct  inter- 
course with  the  servants  of  the  East-India  Company  on  cora- 
mercial  matters ;  or  are  not  all  communications  carried  on 
tliroogh  the  Hong  merchants  or  through  the  linguists? — Un- 
questionably not.  I  think  I  have  stated,  tliat  m  1814  a  depu- 
tation of  Mandarins  was  sent  to  the  Factory  for  the  purpose  of 
adjusting  the  diflTerences  with  the  Company.  The  Mandarin 
deputed  was  a  person  of  very  high  rank,  and  he  came  to  the 
Factory  on  several  successive  days,  and  discussed  the  various 
points  till  the  necessary  arrangements  were  made.  There  are 
numerous  other  instances  where  we  have  had  intercourse  with 
them. 

236.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  Canton  government;  was  he 
a  Viceroy  ?— He  was  deputed  by  the  Viceroy  ;  he  was  a  man 
of  very  high  rank. 

237.  Are  you  aware  of  any  application  having  been  made  by 
tlie  Select  Committee  for  an  interview  on  any  commercial  mat- 
ters or  business  of  any  kind  ?  - 1  speak  of  that  case  in  1814  as 
being  intimately  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  Company* 
On  minor  occasions,  if  there  are  differences,  for  example,  about 
landing  cargoes  from  ships,  the  Company's  servants  consider  it 
much  better  to  avoid  requesting  an  interview  upon  such  occa- 
sions, and  send  their  addresses  to  the  Hoppo,  who  is  the  head 
of  the  Customs.  I  believe  men  in  high  oiicial  situations  in 
China,  as  elsewhere,  would  consider  it  a  very  great  inconvenience 
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;LECT  committee  ortuE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

\  pemasi  latervip-wi  wm  ilcriiaiicled  co  occanont  of  iniiior  tl  f«K  1 


»  Are  yoti  awmrct  ftt  anj  prricxi  duriof  jTimr  rvtiilni 


r9ti<lnioe  m 
•Com* 
»  or  SDjr  or  ici  nH«lMr%  Ibr  an  intemcw  witli  the  V1r«. 
ClliiOB  or  vij  ooMtftiited  Ctitnete  autJiontiem,  nn  tlie 
oftlic  Wmulniim  Caiii{NUi>^  ?— I  tliink  ihia 
IS14  WM  a  dmand  wtiidi  ooinaa  inidfr  iht^  «!f«crlptiaii  ooik 
i  IB  um  qmaUmi ;  it  ww  a  liafT^  ;iii  angittgir, 

;  of  ihftr  commemid  n  Then!  havie 

r,  arvefal  otlirr  occmttonc, 
09.  How  via  that  applicatifin  sniwercd  ?— By  the  ikimU- 

I  of  a  Maaidarifii  a  maa  of  htgli  mnk, 
fW.  What  tooli    '  ^'        vrin  who  came  to  the 

? — There  who  camit  with  hiiii, 

i  tli^  affurt  in  d;M:LL&»u>u  \ii re  «au*(«ctorilf  ailjtiiifd* 
Ml.  The  CKincfc  siiiwcrecl  thai  damaiMl  by  •coding  a  iI^ni^ 
i»r  Mactchuiiift  to  die  Factory  ? — Yea. 

SIS    Are  you  aware  of  any  iostaiire  in  which  any  nt  tlio 

pn  in  the  tliipt  carry ing  on  tlie  Indian  trade  to  China*  or 

of  tlietr  tnpercargoea,  or  any  one  connected  wttJi  tliao^i 

ducted  tbemaelirei  at  Canton  In  iuch  a  manner  ai  to  aeoa^ 

MO  an;T  tiilarni|>tion  to  the  commercial  intercoiirvc  bctwf*m 

pm  Chmeae  and  tlie  Britkh  flas  at  Canton?— llic  Indta  Unpt 

aooed  by  native  tailon  almoal  entirelyi  who  are  very  dif* 

iodood  ftom  our  Engliib  lailora. 

S4S*  Afo  you  aware  of  any  inu*rrufition  hating  been  occar 

iflffeed  between  the  Chinote  and  tiie  British«  by  anv  of  the 

kriwn  of  the  »hipa  carrykkg  oo  Ike  trade  boiiraao  Briliib  India 

^and  CofHoo  ? — Not  doring  my  residenoe.    1  bafo  Imowo  m* 

^ta  wbich  I  have  Accn  M\um  tJte  Comfiany*!  rocordi*    Tba 

aaa  art  a  very  ino0i*ntive  people*  who  would  submit  to  iiH 

I  of  diflmnt  Jpnd«     The v   have   none  of  the  bold   inlre- 

or   Claim  and  feckleM  character  of  Ei^gliah  inilonk 

tbe  exMordbiary  numer  it  not  that  to  many  difbrancoi 

i  villi  the  Chinaae,  but  that  no  frw  have  occnrrad, 

alUlRila  i^err  mticb  to  the  exccltent  ditctpUno  of  tbo 

yV  ahl|i«t  nna  the  character  of  the  officer*  by  whom 

ipo  are  commanded* 

Aro  the  latlort  of  the  Compmy'i  thip^  permitted  to 
Sail  CTtotan  now  on  bberty  ?^No. 
,     MS.  Are  tbe  crewi  of  the  country  traders,  the  I.iaj(rar».  per- 
mitted 10  vwl  Canton  on  liberty? — 1  hare  teen  a  great  nuiu* 
ber  in  Canton  very  frecjuently  drunk  tn  the  Aetories. 

Si6w  Bat  you  are  not  aware  of  t! 
dfatwrlMDca  lo  oaB  for  the  tntcrfcrcn* 

m  CO  Otcaaion   any  Interruption  to  tho  commercial  hitcrcdurae 
between  the  Chlne«e  and  British  Hogs?— No. 
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EVIDKNCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 


IH  Feb.  1830.  247.  You  have  adverted  to  the  period  when  Admiral  Drurj 
^  w~r^  .  was  in  China;  were  you  there  yourself  at  that  time  ?— No,  I 
CMa^n&ank,,  was  not ;  it  was  in  1808. 

248*9.  You  Slated  that  the  Chltiese  refused^ to  hold  any  inler- 
course  with  Admiral  Drury,  because  he  was  not  a  servant  of  the 
Company,  being  a  King's  oificer,  whom  they  did  not  acknowledge, 
—do  you  state  that  as  a  fact? — I  state  that  as  a  fact.  It  ap- 
pears in  all  the  Chinese  proclamations  I  have  seen  relative  to  the 
expedition  to  take  possession  of  MacaOi  that  the  Chinese,  when 
applied  to  by  Admiral  Drury,  said*  we  acknowledge  no  authority 
but  that  of  the  East-India  Company,  The  Select  Committee 
said,  the  Admiral  is  a  distinct  authority,  over  whom  we  have  no 
control.  The  answer  of  the  Chinese  was  in  very  violent  words» 
saying  that  the  men-of-war  came  there,  and  took  ships  off  their 
coast,  and  they  did  not  wish  to  have  their  visits ;  and  they  had 
now  come  and  taken  possession  of  the  island  of  Macao ;  and 
that  till  Admiral  Drury  withdrew  from  Macao,  and  till  the  troops 
were  re-embarked,  they  would  hear  nothing. 

250,  Are  you  aware  that,  upon  that  occasion.  Admiral  Drury 
came  up  to  Canton  from  the  second  bar,  where  his  ship  was  lying, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  an  interview  with  the  Viceroy,  having 
been  promised  by  the  Hong  merchants  that  the  Viceroy  would 
see  him?— As  to  the  promise  of  the  Hong  merchants  that  the 
Viceroy  would  see  hmij  that  I  cannot  speak  to,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  question  the  fact :  but  I  have  a  perfect  recollection 
of  these  two  instances,  and  I  have  very  deeply  lamented  them ; 
for  I  tliink  the  expedition  nf  1808  is  one  of  those  untbrtunate 
occasions  in  which  the  English  character  has  been  exhibited  to 
very  little  advantage  in  China.  Admiral  Drury  came  up  to 
Canton  and  insisted  upon  an  interview  with  the  Viceroy.  The 
Viceroy  refused  him  that  interview,  when  he  sent  an  intimation 
to  the  Viceroy  that  he  would  be  in  his  palace  in  the  city  in  the 
course  of  halt  an  hour.  The  Viceroy  declined  a  visit  offered  in 
such  unusual  terms,  and  said  he  should  not  come,  hut  that  he 
must  go  back  to  his  ship.  Admiral  Drury  did  not  persevere  in 
his  expressed  intention,  but  returned  to  his  ship.  He,  on  the 
second  occasion  alluded  to  in  the  question  now  put  to  me, 
ordered  the  boats  of  his  own  and  the  Company's  ships  to  be 
manned  and  armed,  and  to  proceed  up  the  river  and  break 
through  the  line  of  Chinese  vessels  whicli  were  moored  across 
from  one  hank  to  ti\e  other.  Admiral  Drury  pulled  up  in  his 
boat  in  front  of  the  Chinese  line,  to  address  the  Chinese  admi- 
ral, through  the  medium  of  a  Portuguese  padre,  wlio  acted  as 
his  interpreter,  and  who  at  that  moment  was  very  much  disin- 
clined  to  such  a  duty-  After  being  fired  at  for  some  time,  one 
of  Admiral  Drury's  men  was  wounded,  when  he  ordered  the 
signal  to  be  made  for  the  boats  to  attack.  The  signal  was  not 
observed,  and  was  ordered  not  to  be  repeated.  He  then  de- 
dared  Ills  intention  not  to  force  the  Chinese  line,  and  returned 
with  the  boats  under  his  command  to  the  ships.     1  behcve  Ad- 


SLECT  COMMITTEK  or  Twr  ROUSB  OF  COMMONS. 
I  DriBT  WW  m  nwi  of  courage  iiiuin|Miied,  bvi  iJbal  h«  wm 
mm  mt  Om  Mil  wad  daUMmie  judtfjiiieDt  which  wm  mmi* 
I  to  the  loocgii  of  such  an  QBdcrtaking  tu  that  entruilMi  to 
The  Cani|m¥*f  chief  in  China  at  that  time  uiaaitul  hi« 
ism   iif   Amairvil  Dniry'i  conduct  in  not  firctng  iha 
Isoe;   but  I  am  di«p0fed  to  think  that  that  ^Uirtnpt 
oever  to  haire  been  iiiadr»  or  iliat  the  end  b  view  thould 
been  accooifiliibed.     Thrre  k  nothing  in  our  whole  inter- 
wUh  Cbtoa  to  iiecettarj  as  to  keep  our  ground  when  it 
The  expedition  oughts  in  my  o|iaiioQ«  aavfr 


,  tSL  Are 


that  Qpoo  that  occaiion  we  nve  m  the 


\  vtt  the  ground  we  had  taken  poMc««io 

which 


eoTtliaee  lemcntable  ( 


fi  of  ?— 1  tiitnk  it  li 


nt  m 


the  Eogliah  character 


y  eKhflated  to  great  disadvantage  in  China.     A  ,  ^ 

file  ChiiieM  upon  the  oecastan»  to  coimiieoioraie  the 

lliej  had   obtaiDed  over  the   EngUth  achnirah  they 

adbrd  to  loee  an  opfiortuntty  of  that  aor t. 

Ham  long  was  the  trade  interrupted  at  that  period  at 

» ?«~I  was  not  ill  Canton  at  the  time*    I  can  only  iprak 


I  hat^r  derived  from  the  Company*! 

is  menlha. 


Ym 


hsfe  iiaied  that  the   prtncipd   import  of  raw 

I  India  to  China  ia  ootlon  ;  are  you  aware  wha^hir 

doea  or  doea  not  produce  a  great  quantttT  of  cotSas 

?^-lt  doea  a  very  caniMerabte  quantity  of  nattire  ootian ; 

9UCR1  from  wbidi  nanketn  ta  manoftcmrfd  la  a  oottoii 

1 1  befiere  ii  peculiar  to  Chtna. 

w  Can  yoa  lUte   the  profaaUe  quaatit^  imported  into 
,  frmn  mitish  India  ? — The  mttwetet  of  trade  which  are 
laid  befiyre  Pkrliamrnt  ahew  much  more  accurately 
than  I  can  ip^ak  to  from  recollrclion* 

WUI  joo  be  ao  good  ai  to  »talc  how  tJie  Dutch  conduct 

wnaia  in  China ;  Li  it  a  free  trade,  or  if  it  a  company 'a 

if — Ilbeaeatflttfd  at  a  company  within  my  recolleetioii^ 

;  beliefe  at  tht«  moment  it  it  a  free  trade.     There  waa 

m  Netherlanda  Company  eitabtiahedt  hut  1  do  not  know 

I  eatent  that  company  proceeded.    There  av^  two  ra> 

i  aupercargoea  there,  and  a  connul ;  and  I  think  t}ie  Dutdi, 

the  laat  lew  yeara,  have  had  about  three  or  four  shipa  tn 

•  Ate  yoa  aware  that  the  Dutch  trade  with  China  ii  now 
an  open  trade ;  as  much  to  as  the  Amcrictin  or  any 
uie ;  and  that  the  Netherlands  Company  ia  merely  a 
aviy  having  no  peculiar  privilcgen  in  the  China 
tf^^A    nndmtood   that    upon   the  diMolution   oi"^  the  old 
Eaat-Indie  Company  the  trade  waa  tlirn  tlirown  open* 
fS7,  H0wia  it  conducted  in  Canton  ?«By  reiident  agenta* 
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258,  Does  that  resident  agent  do  the  business  of  individuals  ? 
"~         — I  believe  tlie  Lhitch  consul  is  permitted  to  engage  in  private 

Tj?"       business. 

259.  Do  not  those  who  trade  between  the  Netherlands  and 
China  carry  on  their  trade  with  such  agents,  and  in  such  man- 
ner, as  they  think  most  for  their  interest;  are  they  riistricted 
to  any  particular  agent  in  Ciuxtoii? — I  do  not  know  what  re- 
gulations may  exist  in  Holland  as  to  that  point ;  but  as  far 
as  I  liavc  seen  their  transactions  in  China,  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  are  restricted.  I  do  not  speak  from  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  fact,  but  I  believe  a  Dutch  ship  may  be  consigned  to  a 
British  resident  agent  in  Canton. 

260,  Tlien,  in  fact,  they  may  carry  on  their  business  in  such 
manner  as  they  please  ? — I  lielieve  they  are  not  restricted  by 
the  government  in  Holland. 

261.  Do  the  French  send  any  ships  to  China  ?— Of  kte  years, 
I  think,  wc  have  had  one  or  two  small  ships  annually. 

262-  Do  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  or  any  other  European 
nation,  carry  on  any  trade  with  China? — The  Swedes  and 
Danes  formerly  had  larger  ships  in  the  trade  than  the  East- 
India  Company  ;  but  now  the  trade  has  ceased  almost  entirely* 

263,  Do  the  Russians  trade  with  China.'*— The  Uussiansarc 
excluded  from  the  trade  at  Canton*  Duriiig  the  time  1  was 
there,  one  Russian  ship  camc»  which  was  excluded,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Russians  possess  a  ti-ade  by  land,  and  that  it 
was  not  desirable  to  admit  them  to  trade  by  sea* 

26'k  Do  not  some  of  the  Metliterrancan  ports  trade  to  China  ? 
— I  remember  what  was  called  the  Austrian  frigate,  but  she 
was  a  trading  ship  in  China. 

265.  Is  til  ere  any  Austrian  factory? — ^No,  not  now* 

266.  Is  there  any  trade  with  the  Brazils  ? — Some  trade  doe» 
exist  between  Macao  and  the  Brazils,  but  I  believe  latterly  to  a 
very  inconsiderable  extents  Tlie  Portuguese  at  one  time  at 
Macao  possessed  a  very  lucrative  trade. 

267.  Are  not  those  several  trades  that  have  been  mentioned 
all  carried  on  without  any  particular  company  existing  at  Canton ; 
are  they  not  all  free  trades  carried  on  at  the  will  of  the  per- 
sona transacting  tliem?— Of  those  that  have  been  mentioned 
there  are  only  two  now  existing  descr^'ing  the  name  of  trades, 
and  these  are  inconsiderable ;  viz*  the  Duteli  and  Portuguese ; 
the  latter  of  whom  have  never  traded  to  tlic  port  of  Canton, 
but  who  carr}^  on  trade  direct  from  Macao,  Some  Swedes  are 
still  resident  in  China*  but  they  have  little  or  no  commercial 
intercourse*  The  Dutch  have  certainly  a  trade,  and  the  number 
of  their  ships  annually  has  been,  I  believe,  about  three  or  four, 
of  600  or  700  tons. 

268.  Have   the  Dutch    got    into   any   difficulties   with   the 
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SELECT  COMMI TT RE  Of  Ttii:  noU!IROrCOMMOPIS. 

•t  C«Hoo?— Not  of  late  ycttris    but  in  forraer  l9PMi.  ii 

itfani  ibr  penod  of  the 

I  of  mj  rcddtvKt  ato 

trade  of  CaotoQ ;    llit   Uulcli   kU|Mfr€ar|{oe*  rMMiiifii  fai 

ami  ibrir  mltrirt  were  Tcry  rvgtibHr  paid  h  Parte. 

be  dadarackm  of  the  miJepcfidcnct  of  HoliaiMl  dny  tei 

bb  aad  1  lliiBk  Ibey  did  not  icnd  iftj  tlifpa  to  Clliaa  til 


Yoti  afe  awnrt  that  tfie  Dutch  China  trade  was  fbrmerly 
cxcliiahra  OKmopolj  tike  our  own,  tut  hai  bcim  nitMy 
tba  laai  war?— T    -    --   -     nf  that  <iict ; 
tmdcmood  tlia  diaaolatioti  of  t1  t  -  Iintia  Com* 

\  Aooi  fUMr  yfTf  vtabarraMcn  niuuitioo. 
I  the  tradr  hai  hccoiac  a  free  tradtet  haa  any  parti* 
with  the  authorities  til  Canton  hi  cmjimg 
raooBecttoo  ?^No ;  tt  ba«  tieefi  to  a  ffty 

What  docs  the  Britiah  Factory  cooiiii  of;  how  many 

-We  hafo  twenty,  ixyrMiiliDg  of  a  Select  Coimiitttec, 

joaa,  and  wntert  i  wnd  boidca  that*  there  are  an  iaiar> 

iva  tea  ittApertori,  two  lurgrotift,  and  a  diaphua* 

t  {a).  Of  how  many  doei  the  Select  Committee  cooatat? — 

'       I  af  Ihar,  loinetiaiea  of  three ;  at  preaent  it  eoitaiala  oC 


TbelniaaBcai,  it  ts  preioined,  ia  conducted  by  the  Select 

p  and  the  remainder  arc  cicrkj  in  the  eicecutioo  of  the 

^  ?— Very  imich  to. 

f7lw  Do  not  the  gentlemoi  of  the  Factor)*  and  the  Companv'i 

levaiiita  reaide  only  a  imall  portion  oC  the  year  at  Canton  itaeif  ? 

^-^Taa,  ais.  or  aeven  tnon  tha. 

t7Sv  If  tt  not  the  ^ei  thai  the  Chjjieae  aoverument  do  tioC 

iliem  to  rcaaatii  there  the  rentainder  of  the  year  ? — Thcfw 

bv  tliat  fbrdsMn  Bhoulil  leave  Cnnton  at  the 

I  0t  what  m  cooaidoiaa  die  ahippiMg  •caAon  ;  but  tt  if 

'  Amthm  ftOoR  very  tuiich  into  dtsoie.    The  Company '4 

Ivaa  vary  frequently  go  to  Canton  during  Uie 

,  and  they  imve  had  »hip«  loading  darii^  tlie 

It  aad  aome  of  the  Bntkh  meraiaaCa  reaide 

tera  Om  whole  year. 

f7C»  fia  they  erar  parmil  you  to  come  into  the  town  ? — They 
^  aat  Amr  oa  to  go  within  the  walU  of  the  town. 

f?7*  Bin  yoa  are  cofi6ncd  to  a  imall  tuburb  tor  the  traniae* 
tva  of  ite  boamaai  ?— Yc«. 

tm.  What  oter  Britiah  rwdcnti  mtv  there  beaidet  the  Com- 
pay  a  flKtonr-^Tbere  are  aome  mercantile  hoaaea,  aome  of 
te  mrmbcra  of  whkh  are  men  of  very  great  reapcctabihty* 
Tt9»  b  that  a  new  atate  of  thing*,  or  have  there  alwayt 
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IS  F«b.  1B30.  independent  houses  there? — There  have  always,   within   my 
"7—         recollectioo,  been   houses  established  there.     There  are  more 
CMaf^rtbanhf  agents  now  than  there  used  to  be,  but  tliey  are  not  all  men  of 


J?iy. 


tlie  same  credit  and  character. 

2&0,  Does  the  Factory  consider  itself  as  having  any  autho- 
rity over  the  English  merchanls  settled  there  t — So  far  as 
appears  by  reference  to  Acta  of  Parliament,  I  think  the  Com- 
pany's authorities  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  residents 
there,  in  case  of  their  conducting  themselves  in  a  manner  to 
injure  the  general  interests  of  trade.  That  authority  has  been 
rarely  exercised  by  the  Committee. 

281.  Do  you  consider  yourself  as  having  power  to  send  per« 
sons  away? — It  is  not  very  clearly  expressed;  but  I  think  the 
Company's  authorities  would  exert  it  if  they  saw  that  British 
interests  reijuired  it.  As  far  as  my  views  of  the  Act  go,  I  think 
they  would  be  borne  out  by  it. 

282.  Can  you  refer  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  you  sup- 
pose to  give  you  the  authority  you  mention  ? — I  cannot  imme- 
diately refer  to  it  by  its  title. 

283.  Do  you  suppose  it  to  be  derived  from  the  charter  of  the 
India  Company  granted  by  Parliament  ? — It  is  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament; whether  it  is  a  separate  Act,  or  a  clause  of  the  charter, 
1  cannot  say.  The  Act,  as  far  as  I  remember,  gives  the  Com- 
pany's representatives  control  over  British  subjects  trading  to 
the  Emperor  of  China^s  dominions. 

884*  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  wI*o  transacls  in  China 
the  English  private  trade  that  goes  from  India ;  is  it  done  by 
the  independent  houses  you  have  mentioned,  or  is  it  in  any 
proportion  done  by  the  Company's  servants  ? — At  present  not 
by  the  Company's  servants  at  alt ;  in  former  years  it  was. 

S85.  Are  the  Company*s  servants  prohibited  from  engaging 
in  it  ? — They  are  now  prohibited  from  being  connected  with 
private  agency. 

286.  So  that  the  private  agency  i&  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
independent  houses  ? — Yea,  and  in  the  hands  of  supercargoeSt 
many  of  them  Parsees,  and  captains  of  ships. 

287*  In  fact,  the  private  traders  put  their  business  into  whose 
hands  soever  they  please  ? — Yes. 

288.  You  have  stated  that  the  houses  that  are  established  are 
very  respectable,  and  quite  capable  of  transacting  business  of 
that  description  ?— Unquestionably,  they  are  houses  of  great 
respectability.  There  are  men  who  are  members  of  those 
houses  w^ho  are  men  both  of  character  and  credit,  sustaining 
the  character  of  British  nnerchants  respectably  and  properly. 

289.  You  have  stated  that  the  smuggling  trade  in  China  has 
become  very  extensive ;  has  not  the  increase  of  that  smuggling 
trade  a  tendency  very  much  to  injure  tlic  fair  trade?  — I  Uiink 
it  has  a  tendency  to  do  so,  in  as  i&r  as  articles  smuggled  into 
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'  rOMMITTRB  Of  riii  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

t  cooiicry  tiMl  «vBde  dutjr  am  be  told  at  a  pfofilt  iili«ii  aiti .  U  r«lk 
vliicii  fmf  goiRviinMiit  dutie«  cimnot. 

IOl  b  D«l  tils  oainn  Irade  b  Chinst  wlitdi  joa  ilale  lo 

I  !•  tte  sstwH  of  ia,(KNVaOO  or  li,CM)a,000  of  dollm  a 

ilBcit  tmlef'Eiilirely  prohibitrd  by  dm 

n .  If  it  not,  thrrcfore,  ft  trsde  in  which  the  India  Com* 
tlirough  ju  M;rrAttU«  am  ukc  no  intrrcst  whatever  ?— 
^  Coai|iamr.  I  ihinkt  are  mUrrtslod  in  the  trade  lo  far  aa 
'  \  Ine  fodian  reveiiue.    Tbejr  proliibil  their  aervaota  in 
firoDi  haTtog  any  connexion  with  it. 
iM.  Would  jrou  ool  comtder  it  aa  derogatofy  to  the  j 
'  of  the  Compaoy  for  tta  iervaata  to  be  exteoaively  [ 
die  —■■gfii'y  trade  of  tbe  C01111U7  ? — Tlio  Compairr  Imr 
Ito  bo  legal  trad^i to  China,  and  to amtona to 
I  \mn  of  trade  in  China. 


Doea  nol  a  canaiderabte  portion  ^  that  higti 
»ypji  alBle  the  Coai|ian]r  iODoar  with  tlie  Chhtet«*  p»tem* 
Bit  mm  from  their  cooirictlon  that  the  Company  would  mil 
I  meddle  villi  a  trade  of  that  description  ?<->!  think  it  does* 

SMi.  Bat  if  the  tendency  to  the  imMgling   trade  ia  ■nArtd 

[  in  increaae  to  any  great  extent^  wodo^DOt  the  Coamonir,  in 

sofdebamngitKlf  from  that  ipedea  of  traoe*  carry 

**  >r  portion  of  the  general  trade  i>f  China  than 

I  mlAt  be  cvried  00  by  petaona  who  hare  not  the  larae  acniples  ? 
r^llie   tieo  diatioot   iradea  are  tranaacted  with  two  diaiinet 

\  of  poofde :  one  the  legal  merchanu  t  the  other,  penooa 
V  diadatmed  by  the  government^  and   dadareo  to  be 

While  the  Company  carry  00  the  one  trade,  which  yoa 

u^  ta  ijsdependmt  of  the  ilJicit  trade*  are  not  llio  aab||ecta  of 

f  tlua  emmtjj  in  a  peat  rocuiire  debarred  from  entering  into 

ihnt  other  tnule  which  i%  open  to  the  rect  of  the  world  P^llie 

I  of  thia  country  are  tite  pcmoni  who  derive  the  princi- 

i'pfofila  fhwi  that  trade,  who  are  tlie  Bntt«h  agfnta  in  India, 

'  the  peraooi  immediaielv  connected  witli  the  opium  trade. 

II  oancmm  the  country  traoe  to  form  a  ^ery  imporunt  branch 
Lof  dM  Briliah  trade ;  and  I  conceive  that  trade  to  cxiit  undai; 

iroloclioD  of  the  Company *§  trade,  inaamuch  ai  if  them 

'  no  legd  traderB  in  Chirm,  which  I  have  ataied  the  Cook 

to  be«  I  think  it  would  reni4iin  a  queitioQ  with  the  Chinaae 

how  far  it  would   lubmit   to  be    deprived  of  ita 

and  whether  it  would  not   be  induced  to  take  very 

id  very  precipitate  measures,  perhopt,  fur  the  cxcluaicin 

etadlogether  from  ttji  portA.    The  Chinese  attach  a 

Ibrehn  trade ;  yet  there  it  no  c«mntf7  in  the  world 

mt  ofltf  from  ita  succeasful  agriculture  and  exten* 

commerce* 

fM,  Do  you  think  It  tJ»  poaatble  that  a  country  having  enjoyed 


EVIDENCE  ON   EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

13  Feb*  1830,  for  SO  many  years  an  immeDSC  foreign  trade  as  Chma  lias  done^ 

by  which  it  has  exported  to  such  an  extent  its  domestic  pro- 

CMaijitribankSf  Juce,  coJild  suspciidj  witliout  ii  tolul  destruction  of  its  internal 
^''  economy,  that  trade  with  foreigners? — The  power  of  that  sus- 

rnsiou  rests  with  the  Imperial  government  of  Pekin;  and,  as 
have  stated p  I  believe  the  revenues  coming  direct  into  the 
Imperial  treasury  from  the  foreign  trade  are  not  large,  they 
have  tlierefore  no  distinct  interest  in  the  trade.  How  far  tlie 
Imperial  government  at  Pekin  would  be  induced  to  consider  the 
general  interests  of  the  country  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  for 
the  Chinese  government  acts  upon  principles  so  diametrically 
opposite  to  those  which  regulate  the  governments  of  civilized 
Europe,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  hazard  an  opinion  of  what 
might  be  the  result  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  that  contem- 
plated, 

297.  Has  not  the  Chinese  government,  in  its  conduct  towards 
foreigners  who  hare  attempted  to  fix  themselves  in  their  har- 
bours, shown  itself  a  shrewd  government,  acutely  understand- 
ing its  own  interests?— I  think  that  the  Chinese  are  a  highly 
intelligent  people,  remarkable  for  their  industry  and  perseve- 
rance ;  but  I  think  they  are  oppressed  with  one  of  the  most 
corrupt  governments  that  ever  weighed  down  the  energies  of 
a  people. 

298.  YotJ  stated  thai  the  Company  have  been  exporting 
woollens  to  China  at  a  loss,  and  that  it  has  been  a  losing  trade  ? 
—In  the  years  from  1819-20  to  1B28-0,  the  average  invoice  of 
woollens  imported  into  China  from  England  has  been  £821,680 
per  annum  ;  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  very  heavy  losses 
previously  sustained  for  the  twenty-six  preceding  years  of 
£Gi,000  per  annum,  the  imports  of  the  Company  into  China 
have  not  been  lessened  more  than  about  £125/100  per  annum, 
TI)e  Company*s  average  loss  at  present  has,  1  think,  been  re- 
duced to  about  £17,0t>0  sterling  per  annum  upon  their  general 
investment* 

299*  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  woollen  trade 
of  the  Company  is  a  losing  trade  ?  -  It  is  so  at  present,  and  has 
in  former  years  been  still  more  so, 

300.  Does  the  statement  you  have  made  include  the  freight 
and  all  other  expenses  ? — ^As  far  as  freight  is  concerned,  the 
woollens  have  been  exported  to  China  under  very  great  advan- 
tage ;  for  I  believe  it  will  he  found  that  a  comparatively  very 
small  charge  for  freight  has  been  made  by  the  Coni|>any  on 
Britisih  exported  manufactures,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  tlie 
consumption  in  China. 

SOL  As  the  article  of  tea,  which  is  brought  from  China,  is 
a  very  bulky  one,  it  is  presumed  that  the  freight  of  any  manu- 
factured goods  sent  out  cannot  be  very  inifwrtant,  as  the  China 
ship  would  otlierwise  go  nearly  empty  ? — That  would  depend 
upon   how  it  is  charged;  but  the  Company  have  always  gone 
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Are  yoo  awire  thtt  the  price  ofdothi  »rin  our  tn  i  hina  ^^^ 
ia  thb  msrlcjet  been  replaced  man-   than  otie*hdf  ?^.I  hate 
toW  to;  I  Iwve  na  IcMMrfeilgc  of  the  prkw  of  dothi  in 

Are  jroa  nwr  that  for  some  y%i%T%  fi  nerthavc 

nsen  vmnjmm  oti  b  consiJcrnble  ifadc  in  t?  j    wcwMcn 

Fgoodi  fnm  Wm  eoctalTj  tci  China  >^I  have  untirrvtood  tlmi 


- ■hifif  butfc  dcared   out   from  Llvc-rpool  mid 

I  fron  L«iiiulon  lo  China* 

304*  Are  wo  eware  thai  it  appcnrM  *n  ihc  i^apcrt  before  Piu^ 

tmeni  for  tte  hkH  three  veara.  that  the  Amcticafif  have  taken 

i^weeo  6OO«0OO  and  900,000  doilarv'  worth  of  wooOoi 

^  ie  China  ?-^I  lutve  aeen  the  atatement*  made :  I  haipe  wm 

\  tf  eoqntni^  Jmowledgc  aj  to  their  acctiraqr. 

M^  De  jM  mppM  that  they  would  have  cooitnucd  chat 


[  trade  ao  aaeadOj  m  tt  aweeri  lo  We  been  ettntfmiad,  witheiii 

I  mpeoflible  one  to  them ?_|  do  O0I  loiow  wke- 

unetlired  artidet  are  Li^  property  of  Anu3ik«a 

.  or  whether  they  are  the  praperty  of  Untijih  laer* 

If  thry  are  the  property  m  British  mcrduuit%  who 

meaoa  m(  .?;*r«.Jng  ©f  the  itianitfucturea  except  tlie 

of  a  diatai  .  1  think  they  iniglit  be  dif posed  to 

^  in  m  ipecu44»Mvi4  » iadi  even  tiad  not  aniwcred  bcforet 

tbaa  keep  their  goods  00  hand. 

L  Woold  00a  the  firitiili  mcrdtimt  he   nrohibiled    bf 
in  iMinng  aay  iiitereal  in  a  trade  of  that  deecri|itkNi  ? — 
I  d^  Aol  know* 

If    it  «hodd  be  ihava  that  the  Amerieaii  has  hmm 
;  ia  00  fiir  hia  own  aooount,  and  ttiat  that  tittde  haa  beep 
f  foisf  on  fiw  iofne  years  past,  w  it  not  prcumnable  thai 
leen  a  profitable  one?—!  am  not  dispoted  to  thttdi  mn 
hmvm  received  other  informatioa  from  Americun  afceiile 
\  Cliiaii  who  toU  me  thai  their  coniignmenUi  from  lliis  country 
f  generally  been  uoproltiabk. 

I6l  If  rt  aboidd  be  the  cate,  that  the  American  or  forein 
Mfti  hca  carried  on  a  trade  of  this  deacription  witli  pront« 
the  Cdai|NUiy  have  been  carrying  it  on  with  lojn^  would 
thai  praee  that  their  tnKie  has  been,  in  this  artide  at  leaal» 
r  eoodttded  than  tlmt  of  the  Company  ) — It  migfal  ool 
ilyiC  h  waa  better  conducted,  for  it  miglit  arise  from  Ibe 
DGca  I  hate  sifted,  of  some  of  tlio«e  goods  having  beeo 
inlo  Chiiia»  having  evaded  llic  Chinese  duties* 
l«  If  Ihe  leodeney  of  the  trade  in  Cliina  is  to  get  into  the 
liaa,  wtU  not  the  Company,  acting  upoti  difli||p||^ 
and  iMMg  fiom  ita  eiiciynitancea  unable  to  enter  mto 
Ihat  indfetbe  adisadvaiitaga  against  persons  who  have  no  scruple* 
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18  Feb.  1830.  of  that  description  ? — If  the  question  put  to  me  contemplates 
^T^         tlae  subversiofi   of  the  Company,   I   think   we   should  be   all 

aMQQari&anks,  g^ugglers  in  China  together^  and  there  would  then  be  no  legal 
trade  in  China*  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  Chinese  would  sub- 
mit to  that.  The  ultimate  result  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  very 
prejudicial  to  British  commercial  interests,  of  which  1  consider 
the  Company's  to  be  only  a  part. 

310.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  what  you  mean 
by  legal  trade  in  China,  when  you  say  that  if  the  Company 
cease  to  trade  as  a  Company  there  would  be  no  legal  trade  car- 
ried on  there?— I  applied  the  term  legal  trade  to  transactions 
in  China,  and  I  use  the  term  in  relation  to  the  Chinese  laws, 
from  the  circumstance  thai  the  English  laws  do  not  extend  to 
China  at  all ;  and  therefore  the  term  legal  trade,  as  applied  to 
the  trade  in  China,  can  only  have  reference  to  the  laws  of 
China.  When  I  speak  of  legal  trade,  I  speak  of  a  trade  con- 
ducted in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  whether  those 
laws  have  reference  to  residents  or  to  their  commercial  trans- 
actions. 

311.  Is  there  any  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Hong  mer- 
chants to  trade  with  individuals  ?— Certainly  not,  with  indivi- 
duals  of  respectability  and  credit* 

312.  You  have  stated  that  the  black  teas  are  generally  offered 
first  to  the  Company,  and  that  of  the  green  teas  the  Americans 
have  frequently  the  first  option?— I  stated  that  the  Company 
have  the  pre-option  of  all  black  teas.  With  respect  to  green 
teas,  they  are  submitted  to  the  Company's  inspection  also,  and 
to  their  choice  ;  but  a  competition  enters  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans  with  thf,^  Company  in  the  article  of  green  teas.  On 
some  occasions,  the  Americans  being  disposed  to  give  higher 
prices  than  the  Company,  they  get  the  teas  ;  but  the  tea  brokers 
always  express  a  wish  rather  to  deal  with  the  Company,  upon 
the  principle,  that  they  consider  the  Company's  security  better 
than  the  security  of  an  individual. 

313.  Upon  what  credit  are  the  purchases  made  from  the 
Chinese  ? — There  are  no  regular  periods  of  payment.  The  teas 
are  generally  paid  for  in  the  course  of  the  season  ;  sometlmeii 
earlier,  sometimes  later. 

314.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  being  in  debt  to  any  con* 
siderable  ejttcnt  to  the  merchants  there  ? — The  Company,  for 
several  years  past,  have  insisted  upon  their  servants  keeping  a 
clear  account  with  the  Hong  merchants,  in  atl  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Company's  interest.  Upon  a  late  occasion 
which  occurred  of  the  bankruptcy  of  a  Hong  merchant,  the 
Company  were  creditors  to  a  very  trifling  amount. 

315.  Does  not  the  preference  you  have  had  in  the  black  teas 
arise  from  the  circumstance  of  your  being  much  the  largest 
customers  for  that  description  of  tea  ? — The  best  customers  and 
the  best  paymasters. 


i 


TXT"  COMMITTKRorrttK  IJOUfSROFCOMIiONS. 
916.  Do  not  die  Amaicum  mrtj  cm  tnidy  m  iottll  tihiiiIi  T  ^^  ^^-  t^tsi. 

fli  die  Ancrtcaii  looMge,  hai  Dren  in  vfiwii  ftom  20D  to    *     JJJ^       ' 

Stt.  Am  Mt  thm  mfmamwtitm  pon  fvjr  IwifT?— Vc», 

•■■il  inip 


lifM  ihAn 
itf|B  mipti  BM  eocHeiiunitif  it  m«  inn  ' 


Ml   tJl^   llHl  VUHB  MBfiar   QOOO  •■■II  ■UfM 

ItfCB  ilipti  md  eocHei|i«itif  tt  m«  Aidul 
i  Iwriiifc  MdDotcii  to  hmm  laig^  th^  at  will 


I  SHw  On  yoii  if ««  •  dtttfl  of  iU  tte  cliMgii  mdt  upoii  • 

^oT  MO  torn,  kidndliig  fet  and  M  dUkomoietiU  ?-*Tlio 

m  Conpifij*t  brgo  M^  are  aboitt  4^900  uIm,    Tho 

on  ft  nribr  iliqp  ftro«  csonpiiraijrely  witli  tt«  mfnl 

S19.  Ia  sot  iliot  porttoa  of  tlw  port  ctjarsci  cilitd  a  nrriii, 
\  gpem  ftml  Mnmll  ?— Tc  cootitU  oi    1,950 
f  upon  Iftfge  or  itniUt  Jihip«. 
gh«  ft  vtnr  oonaidiarftlilo  ftclvvtitAffc  to  tlie 
r^fl  brio  Aipt  ow  siiiftD  pHvfttetnuiort? — U  does. 
f2L  Woc^  HOC  ttic  icmptfttton  to  intu^tiiisg  bo  irmditible 
f  che  &ft<k  wfts  cfifffiad  oo  tti  inuUl  ventoli? — f  imagine  that 
Ifiditftit  wbo  do  not  oiuch  rrmrcf  the  laws  fif  tlie  country, 
I  not  conaeiit  to  p^v  duties  wtitch  they  can  etade  bj  acting 
m  <|ipiaitiOD  to  thofec  Iaw«, 

SSL  li  ^bm  amtigg^M  carried  on  among  tho  Chtncve  by  wbai 

•e  ralkal  aotiide  mrrcMota? — 'Vhh  tvrm  i»  applied  in  coqwoB 

Hii  ■wnlianti  doi  membori  of  the  Hong ;  aome  of  them  are 

\  mofo  ftliopnien* 

la  not  tbt  trade  which  ia  earriod  on  by  the  Amarieaa 

,  diMy  with  the  oolaida  meniianti  ? — It  ii«  I  bdii¥o» 

lo  a  certain  estcitt.     1  should  nay  that  a  Urge  portion  of  their 

oade  Wfta  carried  on  with  tiie  Hong  merchants. 

SZi^  Do    not  the  Ilong  merchants  give  pemiaHOO  lo  tJie 

ktomdemih  the  outside  mmhanta  ?— The  outddo 

are  prohibited  from  trading  to  teaa  or  other  staple 

1^    but  tne  Hong  mcrchantJi  ft^uentfy  connive   at  the 

of  die  ootside  dealers,  by  permtttitig  ihipments  to  be 

aaaa  iteoni^  dieir  Hongs.    That  is  done  1^  the  poorer  data 

Yo«a  naiei  that  the  Atnerican  trade  of  later  years  has 

I  tflF;  are  tesi  not  aware  that  the  American  trade  Ss  in  part 

1  carrying  Iraac  ? — It  was  a  very  great  carrying  trade  some 
ion  ago ;  1  believe  that  carrying  tmde  has  been  very  touch 
iailad  of  tateyeara. 

Sn.  If  not  the  carryhig  trade  subject  to  great  Huetuaiioo^ 
MBBOcb  aa  it  depends  utM>n  the  policy  of  ouier  coiinirJea?** 
TWi  la  a  ijmatiiiii  uf  a  general  dcfcriptmn  which  I  am  not  pre- 


18  Feb.  1890.  pared   to   answer ;    but   a  part  of  the  American  trade  which 

appears  to  be  declining  is  their  direct  trade  between  China  and 

L\MmJ«riban^i,  j^e  United  States- 

327.  Would  not  the  interference  of  the  Dutch  in  the  tea  trade 
necessarily  affect  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Americansi  in  so  far 
as  the  supply  of  tea  to  Holland  was  concerned  ? — Certainly. 

328.  It  appears  that  the  years  1826-1827  exhibit  a  consider- 
able falling-off  in  the  American  trade ;  still  are  you  not  aware 
that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  American 
trade*  commencing  in  the  year  181 4-,  and  terminating  in  the 
year  18:37-8  ? — 1  am  aware  there  has  been  in  some  years  ao 
increase. 

329.  Are  you  aware  of  the  averages  wliich  have  been  struck 
n  tlie  Papers  presented  to  Parliaraent  upon  tliat  subject  ? — I 

am.  1  conceive  that  the  Americans  have  been  increasing  in 
wealth  and  population,  syflicientJy  to  account  for  a  general 
increase  of  trade. 

330.  Do  not  you  think  there  may  be  some  circumstances  to 
account  for  the  falling  oft"  of  the  trade  in  1 826  and  1827  of  a 
temporary,  and  not  of  a  permanent  nature  ? — ^I  believe  the 
Americans  have  been  very  much  overtrading,  both  to  conti- 
nental ports  in  Europe  and  to  the  United  States,  and  that  very 
considerable  losses  have  been  sustained  upon  those  consign- 
ments. 

331.  Are  not  the  principal  tea  provinces  in  China  maritime 
provinces?— The  province  of  Fokien  is  the  black  tea  province, 
and  the  province  of  Kiangnan  is  the  principal  green  teaprovince» 
both  maritime  provinces* 

332.  Is  the  tea  generally  brouglit  from  those  provinces  to 
Canton  by  sea  or  by  land  carriage  ?^ — Entirely  through  the 
interior  of  the  country.  It  is  prohibited  by  Imperial  edict  to 
brijig  it  by  sea.  The  Chinese  have  attempted  to  bring  it  by 
junks  ;  but  the  Imperial  government  of  Pekiuj  being  apprehen- 
sive of  being  defrauded  of  the  duties  which  arose  from  the 
transit  of  teas,  have  prohibited  the  trade  by  sea  altogether. 

333.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  an  exportation  of  tea  from 
the  tea  provinces  to  the  islands  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago  ? — I 
have  understood  that  there  is  an  export  to  a  limited  amount  for 
(he  supply  of  Chinese  settlers  tbere- 

334.  And  that  it  is  also  brought  to  Sincapore? — I  cannot 
speak  with  any  personal  knowledge  of  what  is  brought  to 
Sincapore. 

33.5.  You  have  stated  that  the  tea  provinces  were  very  much 
bcnelited  by  the  export  of  their  teas  to  Great  Britain  ? — Istatedt 
us  an  individual  opinion^  that  I  conceived  that  the  native 
industry  was  very  much  encouraged  in  China  by  the  extent  of 
foreign  trade ;  and  of  couri«e  the  tea  provinces  were  niaterialJy 
impro%'ed  by  the  flow  of  capital  into  them. 


ECT  COMMiTTLE  ar  tiik  If  OUSK  OTCOMWOm.  ST 

XSa.  Are  700  aware  of  the  omount  of  the  populfttioii  In  ilie   li  i^itsow 
t  provinres  ?— It  rmrie^  in  the  diffcnctit  provinccti  the  whole  — • 

I  dT  ChtiM  kcottpmed  ooir  mi  110,000,000.     1  botietv  ^^*  ' 
piovincw  of  Cm  atDpirt  ihe  most  populous 

JS97.  Hftte  jroQ  Kein}  any  estimate  at  Cantim  of  the  number 

t  connected  with  tlic  tea  trade  ? — I  hare  hcmrd  maiiv 

but   it  b  tmpo««ibJe  to  place  reliance  upon  iticn 

[  SS8.  If  the  Conopany't  cttablishnieiit  at  Canton  was  to  eeaae» 

^  1  ^  trade  of  Caaton  wai  to  be  carried  on  l^  prtYata  met* 

Bti.  aiMi  tboce  loeTchaiilf  wrro  to  carry  on  iodjicrinijnatrJjr  a 

fal  sod  an  illidi  trade,  do  yon  think  that  the  whole  trade 

be  endaogered  ? — I  do. 

i.    You  haie  Mated   that  one  of  the  artidci   whkh  U 
I  into  China  it  opmtn :  U  not  that  tmug^lrd  by  indif  1- 
\^&f€ry  nation,   v  emielvci  witli  it  in  India? 

^Itconiei  €a  China  pr:  riti^h  country  iltjpi,  which 

\  tha  Iraderf  betweeti  India  and  Cbitia. 
Sm.  k  It  not  purcttated  exclu^?'  - '  -  *— -n  the  India  Companv  ? 
It  m  purchased  at  the  Ea«t-Ii  pany't  lalca;  befidca 

uere  U  tougglad  Mdwm  «nu  -iinynia  opium. 

S4L  80  llial«  alilimi^  the  Eun-Indta  Company  will  not 
MMj^  opimii  aolo  China  themudTeat  they  i«tl  it  knowingly  to 
pmam  llmi  doamagsle  it  in  ? — The  peraona  connccled  wiSi  the 
CfBMD/a  biiarMianavft  koowladfa  enoagh  to  know  thai  it  gooi 
laCfaM^  but  tb«y  conoaiva  their  csonnaaion  witli  it  to  tcnniMie 
aitli  the  aale  in  India* 

5I2L  In  inakiog  a  oilciilatton  of  the  profiti  and  loe»  of  tbo 
Eait-Iiidia  Coimieny'ft  impiiru  into  Chtnar  how  tt  that  calculatimi 
~  ^^>^  Darter  takes  place :  you  were  imdcratood  to  tiate 
and  other  goods  ware  barttmlagainittca?— 1 


i  tba  Hoor  amdiBiita  reuumd  the  tea  mcrdisnts  to 
m  ratom  for  thdr  teaa.  The  Company  formerly  ufcd 
with  tlie  Hong  merchants ;  of  laHa  yeift  they  have 
Am  Umig  mercMnta  to  give  monay  prices  for  every 

fIS*  b  il  taken  as  a  tnercantile  account  upon  the  cott  price 
k  Eadbnd,  the  freight  and  charges,  &c.  being  udded  to  it^  and 
dt  taken  ironn  that  ? — The  usual   number  of  mercantile 
wtdcii  are  made  in  invoices  enter  into  the  account* 


3M»  Is  any  conrausaion  charged  upon  it  as  received  by  tiie 
Cmmaj's  ^gant  tlNveP^l  bw^rc  our  conuuisaion  is  chargtHl 
SHB  tbe  astporta  frms  tlds  country  in  tl»e  Company'ii  invokes* 
rb  pail  upon  the  lalca  In  Cliiaa  and  England  ut  the  rate  of  two 

Sl^.  b  thai  upon  the  gross  sales? — I  believe  so. 

5|&   0poii  tbe  goods  out  and  upon  the  goodsi  home  ? — Yes* 
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EVIDKNCB  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 


Esq. 


18  Feb.  1830.  347,  Upon  the  purchases  of  tea  is  your  commiswon  of  two 
per  cent,  charged  also? — Upon  the  sales  of  tea  we  receive  two 
per  cent*  commission ;  three  per  cent,  commission  pays  not  only 
our  com  miss  bn,  but  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Company'*  esta- 
blishment 10  Cliiaa.  There  are  some  coinmerckl  clmrges  which  we 
call  charges  on  merchandize,  and  expenses  for  the  transit  from  the 
factory  at  Canton  to  Macao  and  the  factory  rent ;  but  two  per 
cent,  we  receive  in  the  shape  of  commission  as  our  own  allowances* 

348.  Is  that  two  per  cent,  allowed  upon  the  sale  of  teas  m 
England,  or  upon  the  prime  cost  at  Canton  ?^ — Upon  the  sale  in 
England. 

349-  There  appears  to  exist  a  considerable  difference  between 
the  value  of  the  imports  into  China  and  the  value  of  the  tea 
exported  by  the  Company  from  China ;  how  is  that  di  if  ere  nee 
made  up  ;  is  it  not  by  the  Company  selling  their  bills  in  China  ? 
— The  Company  draw  annually  in  China  upon  their  Bengal 
treasuty,  to  the  amount  generally  of  2,000,000  of  dollars  and 
upwards,  which  affords  a  remittance  for  the  proceeds  of  opium 
and  cotton  in  China  to  British  merchants,  who  generally  very 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  Company's  paper  to  remit  thetr 
proceeds  to  India.  The  Company's  tea  investment  is  therefore 
provided  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  English  manufacture  io 
part,  and  the  productions  of  our  Indian  possessions, 

S50,  You  have  stated  that  the  supercargoes  are  paid  a  com- 
mission of  t^TO  per  cent. ;  are  there  not  certain  deductions  frora 
that,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  one- quarter  per  cent.  ? — The  sa* 
larics  of  our  tea  inspectors,  our  surgeon,  and  our  chaplain,  and 
certain  allowances  to  the  senior  oflicer  commanding  the  Com* 
pany's  ships,  and  payments  to  the  retired  servants  of  the  Com- 
pany,  come  under  the  two  per  cent.,  and  what  wx  call  in  China 
the  European  establishment,  which  is  tlie  expenses  of  European 
servants  connected  with  the  factory, 

351.  When  is  it  that  you  receive  this  two  per  cent. ;  how  many 
years  is  it  after  they  are  shipped  from  China  ?^ — We  do  not  re- 
ireive  our  first  payment  from  the  Company  till  the  expiration  of 
two  years  after  the  work  is  done  for  which  that  payment  is  a 
remuneration;  and  the  whole  payment  is  not  completed  under 
four  years,  which  makes  our  nominal  greater  than  our  real  allow- 
ances. 

352.  It  not  the  delay  in  that  respect  occasioned  by  the  Com- 
pany keeping  the  tea  of  one  year  lor  sale  in  a  subsetjuent  year  ? 
— 1  do  not  know  if  that  be  the  cause. 

353.  If  the  Chinese  government  were  to  exclude  both  the 
Company  and  private  traders  from  the  trade  in  tea  at  Canton, 
are  you  of  opinion  that  that  trade  could  be  carried  on  elsewhere 
to  a  bene^cial  purpose  through  any  other  channel  ? — The  ques- 
tion would  contemplate  the  Chinese  entering  themselves  into 
the  trade  with  their  own  native  vessels.  It  has  been  a  principle 
of  the  Chinese  government  altogether  to  discourage  the  natives 


i 


SELECT  COMMITTCe  or  tuc  IIOUSK  OP  COMMONS. 


i 


pt  0m  anmtnr  ffom  bciog  in  aay  mmy  owmecfii  irich  fmmgn   ti  Vd^.  itagb 
uw— Bif^    llie  Tfiliii  b  om  ^omfiMiy  of  ipvailaiJMs 
bt  I  rfiattl^  liiiak  ffy  gfCitiligcultiii  wpqU  inijct  iniUmy 
<f  tli9  t»ds  heiof  earned  an  lo  anjr  grntt  naoiMt  in 
liirii  to  lie  Mindior  Uit  Extern  Afchlgidi^o. 

354.  Do  nol  70a  tlijfik   that  the  H<mff  roerdiAOtt, 

't  of  liOi  ki  tMr  boodoi  wtmld  t»e  pmopMl  Kj  llilr 

itoicad  thoio  fMM  to  other  ptrti,  whonihajp  omIIA 

Mn  It  CiMoo  ?«*Thoro  votihl  be  f roftl  dufor  in  toAd* 

Iniiaiiidi  ea  the  Chtoete  ootlre  ireetdi  ere  of  Mdi  o 

I  doicripUoB  thel  tliey  are  wtry  uti«ettwaithjr. 

Woold  jpoa  have  Uie  saioe  security  for  the  good  «|ooUiy 
of  the  t^  ?'Uoqitettkio«bly  not ;  there  could  be  no  tecimiy 
t  trode^ 


9M,  It  not  the  prodnetioD  of  loat  capAble  of  betng  tncreeiod  ^ 

ly  to  the  jprrnMiil  imm»4  for  it  ?— .1  think,  to  ■  oviolii 

of  hhdi  m^  ti^M|<i  nol  of  the  bcAt  kiod,  hot  not  of 

Mt  vmon  fbr  tKolinf  tho  pmkiclion  of  irOM  tin 

.  he  locreoeed  h^  that  there  haa  hoon  o  gicalor  domand  be 

■  thou  tbo  locffBOiinf  aupply  of  the  Chioete  haa  been  ahio  to 

laap  iqi  villi* 

tt7*  Am  yoo  aware  of  any  reaton  oeeoltar  tti  the  country 

iii^  nn  hopoaithiKty  oo  the  pari  or  the  Chinese  to  |>rof>or- 

I  tbe  aupply  of  green  tea  to  u^e  demand  ?— I  imagine  it  re* 

Oi  n  oooaiderable  outUy  of  ca{nta),  which  the  Chmoae  hlfo 

[  at  comnmod  ;  and   it  involvesi  a  specttlntion  into  wkjell  the 

i  do  not  seem  disposed  to  eoler* 


3Mw  Cast  jmanr  whether  the  demand  f^  the  English  wooQen 
"iotmi  tn  ubioa  U  capable  i<^  'ncreased  according 

I  mrmaod  aupoly  ? — I  conccU  ourmonu&cturea 

be  introdbeoa  into  the  northern  pr«>vuu::es  of  the  emplret 
I  deinaifed  Ibr  them  would  dcddcclly  iocreaae ;  for  thcT  am 
provinoasi   where  wooUen  maoufacturca  wotifd  bo 
yaed* 

SMw  Are  there  any  insupcmble  nbstaclcs  U>  the  introdnetiim 

^  por  wooDnns  bio  the  northern  portJi  of  China  ? — The  porta 

^  China  being  hennetrically  scaled  agahist  us  for  many  years. 

MQl  Hove  yon  found  tlie  British  manufiictiirei  have  been  in 

M  ll0Band  when  the prioehns  been  low  b  China? — liop* 

dMit  hNT  prioea  generally  produce  an  increased  demand ; 

i  I  cnanoi  anawer  that  question  diatinctiy,  from  any  recoUec* 

lortht  ' 


Ml*  WUh  raiPOCt  lo  Britiah  manuftictures  b  general,  when 
t  price  aa  lew  m  China  do  you  tin  J  that  thvy  are  in  more 
~  le^iueat  than  when  iliey  iirtf  high? — I  bflieve  tluit  men 
when  ihcy  arc  cheup  iltau  when 
aiiawcr  tlic  ([ucstiou  from  recol* 


fni^l  buy  things  more  readily  when  ihcy  arc  cheup  iltau  when 
ih^  nm  doart  bol  I  cannot 


EVIDEXCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

18  FeK  IB30.        362.  Do  you   know   whetlier   the  consumer,   or    the  retail 

~~         dealer,  makes  a  larger  demand  upon  liie  Hong  merchant  when 

^    **£,  '  ^^^  price  is  low  than  when   the  price  is  high  ? — When  prices 

were  high,  I  have  always  heard  the  Hong  merchants  complain 

of  having  many  unsold  goads  in  their  warehouses  ;  and   I  have 

I  always  heard  them  say  they  sustained  losses  on  our  woollens. 

363.  How  many  English  establithmentfl  may  there  be  at 
Canton  ? — We  send  home  an  accurate  liat  of  the  Englisli 
residents  every  year ;  but  I  cannot  state  the  precise  number  at 
present. 

364.  Have  they  increased  of  late  years ?^ — There  have  been 
more  agents;  I  tliink  the  houses  of  respectability  have  not  in- 
creased. 

365.  How  many  consuls  are  there  at  Canton  ?— There  is  an 
American   consul »  a  Dutch    consul,  and  a  Dutchman  who,  I 

P  believe,  has  the  diploma  of  French  consul. 

366.  Do  you  know  what  the  private  houses  of  agency  in 
—— 


22Fi.-b    1B30. 


Lunw^  22<'  die  Februarii^  1830. 
JOHN  FRANCIS  DAVIS,  Esq.  called  in,  and  examined. 

367.  What  opportmiitics  have  you  bad,  of  a  peculiarly 
favourable  nature,  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  respecting 
the  Chinese,  their  trade,  and  with  respect  to  the  relations  of 
this  country  with  China? — ^I  have  been  seventeen  years  in  the 
Company*s  service ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that  the  attention 
I  have  paid  to  the  language  and  institutions  of  the  country  may 
have  assisted  me  in  forming  an  approximation  to  a  correct 
opinion  regarding  them :  besides,  I  travelled  for  six  months 
tlirougb  the  interior  of  tlie  empire. 

368.  Were  you  not  also  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  ? 
— Previous  to  my  last  leaving  Canton  I  was. 

369.  What  circumstances,  in  your  opinion^  in  the  character 
of  the  Chinese,  and  in  the  nature  of  their  institutions,  are 
oripoaed  to  an  extended  intercourse  with  foreign  nations? — 
They  are  a  decidedly  an ti -commercial  people:  they  have  a 
particular  objection  to  increasing  their  intercourse,  in  any  way, 
with  Europeans,  and  1  shoudd  think  more  particularly  with  the 
English,  on  account  of  our  close  approximation  to  their  frontiers 
towards  Tartary  and  in  Ava* 

370.  Has  the  condition  of  British  merchants  and  of  the 
British  trade  improved  in  China  since  your  recollection,  and 
more  particularly  since  the  last  British  embassy  to  Fckin  ? — It 
certainly  has.  The  returns  which  I  believe  arc  now  lying  on 
the  table  of  the  Committee,  show  that  for  the  last  ten  years 
there  is  an  increase  of  5,tHXi  tons  in  the  Company's  shipping, 
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jwrad  with  the  nbe  ytmn  precectimg;  tliai  b  to  my,    11  r«i^  |<M% 

iw  kut  ICQ  jrcttn  tlie  tirera^  has  becB  f8|M0  UMi  of        

aiidlbr  ihe  oiiMijrMripcevuiiiiijrilie  mma^wmmiy    ^  ^^^■*^» 


S7K  If  tbe  fiireigD  tmde  comiderad  of  real  ioiportsficv  to 
Chiiicoe,  or  b  their  govomooDl  inJfpottdfiii  of  ti?*! 
ihiak  iboir  foforamcpt  k  M  tmlopopJwit  of  it  •■  ilM 
ragt|r  osufitfj  »  ttewotld :  tlioy  htv%  bondMb  «  doddod 

I  ss  much  If  poiAtt  tboir  iatareouiie,  bgr  Uykig  llcsvy 
I  fim^pi  ■uumiiictiircs- 
I  978.  Frocn  wim  drcomttAnccs  docs  the  biAuence  irhicti  tlio 
fepre»cntiitnrci  appear   to   poiteii  orar  the    ChioMO 
Dent  and  their  cootniercial  ddegitos  ariar  ?-«I  tfiould 
in  aeoe  OMaatire*  from   t^jctr   moral   resprcti^iiUtyt  in 
eonoara  whatarer  with  amuggUiig  i  ana  I  ahould  ■lao 
mflntnco  ariaea*  in  a  great  meaaurer  from  the  niam 
>  of  their  trade  in  aniount. 
tra.  What  odvttntage  dooi  llie  CoiOMDy  darife  ftm  the 
rior  dnaa  of  laige  ihjpa  employed  tn  Uteir  China  tndoi  and 
i  the  diacipKne  maintained  In  tliose  ships  ?«— They  darive 
"itiibct  advBDtagea  from  the  smierior  daaa  of  lliair 
la  the  fint  piace^  thej  pay  leas,  in  proportioii  lo 
,  at  Canton  in  the  ahape  of  port  chafgeat  in  the 
these  ships  are  better  adapted  to  the  atowine  of 
i;  tl^  alow  more  in  proportion  to  their  nomiaal  siaob  Tnan 
'  er  advantage  derived  from  tJie  anperlor  chas  of  iheir 
in  regard  to  sea-risk.  Since  I  have  been  in  tlie  lei  fket 
BB  jpean  (and  I  behVve  for  many  years  previoualyV  not 
r  AoaSCTBgrg-beund  ship  of  the  Company  has  been  loal. 
reomr  oooaider  the  number  of  homeward-bomid  ships  in  that 
bmMO;  so  that  that  makes  tJic  risk  aa  oolfaiBg  to  4M>    I 
Jq  T-^-r^--r  to  the  Uait  and  thereferc  hi  reference  to 
md.  The  obser^-stion  is  correct  in  reference  lo 
wt»d  wuuju  noi  be  in  regard  to  the  others.    Tlus  advmn* 
in  practJce*  by  the  sroaU  premium  cm  the  in- 
t  of  the  Company *s  ships*     There   is   another  decided 
ge  derived  from  the  superior  disrsctcr  of  the  Company's 
rr  it  is  independent  ftlmoft  of  convoy  in  time  of  war, 
ril  IS  w«|]  known  that  tlicir  iWcta  have  beaten  off  French 


S74.  Do  yoa  aOode  lo  the  oetebraled  action  hi  which  Coan* 
Dance  had  a  huge  fleet  of  IndiameOt  and  repulsed 
linois  ? — Yes. 


L 


S75u  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  property  tliat  was  tlien  la 
|eopardy  if  the  French  had  been  successful  ?~No,  but  1  believe 
It  is  a  matter  on  recciril.  If  it  were  the  whole  fleet  of  the  CosK 
faw*  Is  voiiU  amomst  to  one  year's  value  of  the  Com|inny*s 


/.  F,  Doxit, 

'    E$q. 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDTA  AFFAIRS: 

22  Pf!H.  1830.  376.  Were  there  not  also  under  the  charge  of  Commodore 
Dance  a  large  number  of  private  ships  also  of  very  great  value  ? 
— I  believe  there  were,  as  far  as  the  Straits  of  Hunda.  With 
regard  to  the  objectiona  raised  against  the  Company's  superior 
class  of  shipping  on  die  score  of  its  freight,  I  would  say)  that 
the  charge  on  account  of  freight  at  present  is  only  4^.  per 
pound  upon  all  the  teas ;  and  laking  it  for  granted  Lbat  the  pri- 
vate traders  might  purchase  their  freight  at  one-half  of  the 
Company's,  that  brings  the  difference  to  2d*  per  pound.  Against 
this  %d*  per  pound  you  must  take  ali  the  advantages  I  have 
stated  as  an  off-set;  you  must  take  the  smaller  port  charges 
paid  by  the  Company ;  you  must  take  the  very  advantageous 
msurance  account  of  tlie  Company ;  their  independence  of  con* 
voy  ;  and  the  superior  stowage  of  their  ships* 

377,  Do  you  chance  to  know  what  freight  the  Company 
pay  for  the  stowage  employed  in  tlie  trade  to  our  North  Ameri- 
can colonies  ? — They  fmy  less  than  the  Americans ;  about  iC9 
or  £10  a  ton,  I  believe.  The  American  ton  is  one-fourth 
smaller  than  ours,  and  therefore  in  proportion  to  the  nominal 
price  they  pay  more» 

378,  Are  you  able  to  state  how  much  tlic  £9  or  £1^  per  too 
is  per  pound  weight  of  tea? — The  £9  or  £10  must  not  be 
charged  upon  the  tea;  not  more  than  one-half  of  it  should  be 
charged  on  the  tea,  because  the  ships  are  taken  up  to  exfx>rt 
British  manufactured  goods  to  Canton ;  and  therefore  the  freight 
must  be  divided  between  the  outward  voyage  and  the  return 
voyage.     It  is,  accordingly,  only  £4,  lOi*  or  £5  upon  tlie  tea* 

.S79  Are  you  able  to  state  how  much  that  would  be  per  pound 
of  tea  from  China  to  North  America? — It  is  something  under  a 
penny  per  pound  on  black  tea ;  on  green  tea  1  have  not  calcu- 
lated. 

3B0.  Do  the  Company  derive  any  advantage  from  the  regu- 
larity of  their  demand  for  lea,  and  from  the  regular  contracts 
made  by  them  with  the  Hong  merchants  in  conformity  to  this 
demand  ?^ — I  should  think  that  they  do.  A  crop  of  tea  is  not 
like  a  crop  of  turnips  or  a  crop  of  corn,  which  may  he  produced 
within  the  year,  according  to  the  demand  ?  The  shrub  requires 
a  certain  time  to  come  to  perfecttoot  and  the  regularity  of  the 
demand  certainly  lends  to  encourage  its  cultivation,  to  produce 
a  supply  in  due  proportion,  and  to  save  the  growers  from  severe 
losses;  because  if  there  were  a  sudden  diminution  of  the  de- 
mand for  a  year  or  two,  after  a  rapid  previous  increase,  they 
would  probably*  a  great  many  of  them,  bo  ruined ;  tjince  it  is 
not  so  easy  to  convert  the  cultivation  of  tea  into  the  cultivation 
of  any  thing  else  ;  I  therefore  hold,  that  a  regular  demand  for 
tea  insures  a  regular  supply,  at  the  same  time  that  tt  keeps  up 
the  quality.  A  fluctuating  demand,  probably,  would  be  nioro 
pernicious  in  the  case  of  tea,  than  in  the  case  of  almost  any 
other  thing  in  the  world. 
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381.  P^Bdioiay,  what  i*ffbct  Ima   thii  regufsHtj  trt  the  dc*  39  Mk  lise, 

I  for  tea  prodiicecl  ttpoci  ihc  price  of  it  ?— It  ccrtfttnlj  kr<»pi 
r  the  cpuility  rdacmijr  in  tile  price* 

Hat  the  firke  of  ieii  inoirasrfl  nr  tfiminifhed  latterly? 

kl  «ronid  ntliernT  it  tuH  beeoprrv  >u  mcnattf^ ;  in 

wiilcii  would  niiff'  betra  uic\  i  ^tti  the  vvrjr  great 

wHAt  in  the  ibnence  of  fjan?,  the  tmitad 

i^HoM  iDerckants,  atl  livin|;  vi .  <  w  iomt  of  each 

woolirderive  from  their  union   against  prooiieciKiiii  tra- 


'  383.  What  impretsion^  m  ynnr  opinion^  would  bf  ^ 

I  the  Chineie  geocrallv  by  throwing  open  the  trade  to  Bri^ 

I  generally  r^The  whole  body  of  trougglera  nt 

rejoice.    The  gonnuinent  would*  hi  the  itit 

wm^  imm  it  with  jealousy,  ae  tbej  etew  every  diaiige  \  and 

I  dbqr  cane  to  loee  their  revenue*  they  waoM  view  it  wilh 

They  hi:va  already^  in  conteoueaca  of  tha  extraor* 


\  of  MBU^ling  (not  only 
but  in  the 


^ativefy  to  contraband 
of  ortidea  that  pay 
I,  tbaitnev  nave  itaued  edict  after  edict  di* 
!  iadividiiali  and  thoae  aalJona  who  prinopally 
in  tfaiaaam^iog  trade;  and  it  it  [ayaMftjIo  la  Wfipuaa 
t  ihejr  wmM  gi^anmd  hffiniiHm  in  their  endaraiio**  or  con* 
of  the  wbolo  trade  of  Canton  into  a 


the  repreaeiilathrtft  of  the  Compaay  poaiiM  any 

advaniagee  in  their  Imareourae  with  the  Ciihieaa«  and 

ea&a  of  aoecaa  to  the  local  government  of  Canton  ?'^ 

aaa  one  ?enr  aaaanrial  advantaga»  in  bain|  the  only 

who  are  aflowad  to  have  a  diiaet  cooHMOttoalion  in 

va  bMuraage  with  the  govemmeot*  whidi  haa  boon  ea* 

deaiad  to  all  othrm,  and  only  eooeeded  to  die  Com- 

'on  the  part  of  the  government,  bocauie  they  could  not 

it.     lliey  alio  derive  great  advantage  flrom  tne  attention 

kkaa  bean  paid  to  the  huiguage  and  to  tJio  institutioni  of 

Inaaie ;  to  the  knowledge  of  their  laws  especially,  as  well 

I  Aa  gonefal  character  or  the  people ;  an  advantage  whidi 

na^  aa  &r  aa  1  knowi  potaeatea  by  any  uilier  tiaderi  at 

SB&  Do  any  other  foreignera  in  China  beaides  the  English 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  language,  or 
[  thcHieelves  of  lu  iinc  in  their  iotercourse  with  tlie  govern* 
of  China?—  y  none  of  the   traders   in    Ctiina« 

t  a  frw  Cj^ |iiiests  who  study  it  for  the  puqiosc  of 

\  Christianity ;  but  it  has  nott  to  my  knowlrdge,  evar 

'  any  European  traderih  except  tJie  Comptmy's  re* 

In  their  written  intercourse  with  the  government 

Iwiifa  thapeopla. 

Ww  Do  ihe  Chiaaae  government  recognize  the  Cooipany'a 
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22  Feb.  1830.  Factory  as  a  respectable  and  more  official  bod\'  of  persons  than 
any  otfier  persons  in  China  ? — Tlicy  consider  and  treat  them  in 
a  manner  very  different  from  the  treatment  which  they  shoir  to 
other  Eyropeans.  They  have  done,  in  respect  to  the  Company's 
representatives,  what  thej  never  did  in  respect  to  any  other 
traders ;  they  have  admitted  them  to  personal  conferences  on 
equal  terras-  In  tlie  year  1814,  I  was  at  all  the  conference* 
which  were  conducted  by  Sir  George  Staunton,  to  which  the 
Mandarins  came  in  full  state^  and  met  ua  as  equals  to  all  intenU 
and  purposes.  I  have  myself  been  engaged  in  personal  inter- 
changes of  visits  witli  the  Mandarins  on  friendly  terms.  They 
would  not  certainly  adopt  such  a  mode  of  conduct  towards  other 
Europeans  at  Canton,  in  my  opinion, 

387*  Do  you  conceive  that  the  throwing  open  the  trade  to 
Cliina  would  extend  the  consumption  of  British  goods  there  ?— 
My  opinion  is  decidedly  that  it  u  ould  diminish  that  consump- 
tiou.  The  importation  of  European  goods  by  the  Amencanft» 
of  which  so  much  has  been  said  in  this  country,  appears  on 
examination,  not  to  have  exceeded  one-fourth  of  the  quantity 
imported  by  the  Company  and  their  officers  ;  the  average  seems 
to  have  be^n  about  800,000  doiiarst  while  the  latest  average  of 
the  Company  is  about  £800,000  sterling  ;  and  I  should  asoribe 
this  actually  small  quantity  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  (al- 
though that  has  been  very  much  exaggerated  in  England)  to 
two  or  three  plain  reasons.  In  regard  to  the  Company's  officers, 
they  pay  no  freight  y  and  they  also  pay  a  very  small  insurance,  in 
consequence  of  the  superior  character  of  the  ships ;  and  they 
can  accordingly  afford  to  introduce  European  manufactures 
cheaper  than  the  Americant.  In  regard  to  the  Company,  they 
have  thought  it  necessary,  on  account  of  the  damour  raised  in 
tills  country^  to  submit  to  actual  losses ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
individuals  would,  from  any  patriotic  motives,  endure  the  same 


388,  What  obstacles  exist,  in  your  opinion^  to  the  increased 

consumption  of  British  goods  throughout  the  empire  of  China  ? 
— I  would  first  state  the  an ti -commercial  spirit  of  the  Chinese, 
which  leads  them  to  charge  heavy  duties  on  foreign  importations- 
For  instance,  the  duty  on  woollens  is  from  about  1#*  to  U.  W,  a 
yard  \  the  duty  on  raw  cotton  is  about  6j.  a  hundred- weight ; 
and  I  would  say,  that  the  circumstance  of  British  manufactures 
being  generally  calculated  for  a  cold  climate,  ivhile  Canton  is 
placed  at  the  very  southern  extremity  of  China,  1,200  miles 
distant  from  the  nortliern,  would  also  be  an  obstacle  to  the  con- 
sumption of  British  manufactures*  Then^  again»  the  Chinese 
have  laws  directed  against  the  use  of  strange  and  foreign  things, 
and  on  all  occasions  involving  expense,  particularly  such  as  fes- 
tivals, mEirriages,  public  and  domestic  occasions  of  rites  and 
ceremonies,  they  are  bouJid  to  use  the  things  which  in  material 
and  in  fashion  are  consonant  with  established  and  ancient  usages ; 
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md  «vm  bt  vWt  ihgr  bar  of  ua,  thajr  bmr  Brinaipally  Umm  U  r^.  wm. 


^  tbcn  0one  ocImv  eoleor,  aiicl  tharalif  Uib  ^hm  rtiinMafm         ^* 


Ifl  Acts  «frij  INM  fiovt  kk  Chimm  into  whieb  ( 

la  lmk?-»Ol»^«i#.     I   Kftve  Kpard  tli«t~th«»  ll|pi. 
•  •  mmbIhI  ateMtion  to  anotlicr  port,  Uuit  i>(  Ai 
;  diry  l«ro  bam  oMifid  to  abuMko  fiNMB  r 
rf*  aaii«  villi  the  exa<;ti(Mi«  of  iImi  " 


ijr  cfena  b«Hi  — toi  to  your  lamfki^  hj 
or  mhw  faflyfiiy  lo  eiftm  m  Uwhi  iir  ^Kp* 
(jsaton  ? — Not  wiihto  my  recoQeciiMi. 


H^  Arv  yoia  in  ppntiitow  of  Any  bformiiiioo  M  to  tht 
fa  wUA  til    ■       '  '-       ' 

ey  procoro 
Dt«d  vritli  WMl  occum  m  England  on  tltat  lubji^. 


tte  AaKricvii  purchiuc  their  long  db  tinl  olhtr 
whtcb  tkcy  procoro  from  thin  country  ?  —  T  am  not  to  well 


iIk  iJiJa  M  Comfwiy,*^  iImI  it  It  iho  only 
tljg  Cbturte  ipply  to  feptyMgti »  llicy  gijiially  iJ 
m  weantkf  10  w  repcmiodi  th*  onsinftl 
a  DO<ly  of  public  fuiic* 

opbtion  with  relailon  to  nrhAt  would  occur 
^  the  Coiii|NUiY%  mmHi  upon  them,  m  far  at 
wm  imixmwtA  F *-They  ccrtamly  wodd  not 


been  the  iucce««  of  the  fit*  trade  of  Uic 

I  olbert  wUh  China  ;  luu  it  bran  a  beneficial  trade 

\7 — I  undrntand  it  hai  produced  bankruptcy  to  a 

erable  eitent  in  America,  which  t»  a  circumstance 

lA  Ib  the  President'*  mesaage  to  Congieta^     He  mud 

'  priDci|ia]  delUcationf  in  the  American  revenue  )uid 

\  urn  dcpvtnent  of  the  customi,  from  the  bankruptdea 

_  '        rngnged  in  the  Ea«tcm  trade ;  and 

:  Cte  beat  way  to  goanl  the  govern  men  t  from  vucb  loaitet  in 

\  vw  to  gm  ii  tha  firat  oftaini  i^gnnat  the  aataiaa  of  iai  m- 


Haa  the  Amairhwi  eaMul  any  coftlRil  wm  bit  country* 

a  ?--^Ha  liM  ttoi  a  mat  daal  of  csoatroi  over  bia 

ba  laaii  lo  he  Mpiy  a  comraerctalo  fficer. 

la  any  ilafaiifca  or  fwpeci  paid  to  hm  by  the  ChlneMi 

*     9^ Vary  Itlla  tadeed.     Tlie  Cbiaeaa  do  not  uader* 

If  kraign  dignities  and  authoriticn. 

Th^ty  wafc  in  China  was  he  respected, 


EVIDENCE  ON 

22  Feb.  IB30.  and  his  aulliortty  acknowledged  by  the  Chinese  authorities?^ 
No ;  they  treated  him,  in  fact,  with  the  greatest  con  temp  tt 
which  in  some  measure  occasioned  him  to  lose  his  temper^  and 
to  behave  with  what  I  should  call  imprudence* 

398.  Are  you  aware  of  an  order  from  tlie  Admiralty  to  pro- 
hibit any  British  man-of-war  from  going  to  tJie  Chinese  sea% 
*iinlesB  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  necessity,  such  Jia. 
want  of  water  ?— Yes  ;  and  I  believe  that  order  was  made  speci- 
fically in  consequence  of  the  mischief  that  had  been  produced 
by  mea-of-war  going  to  China* 

399.  Were  you  in  China  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  re- 
ferred to  ? — I  was  not  in  China  at  the  period  of  Admiral  Drury's 
stay  there ;  but  I  was  in  China  during  very  similar  mischiefs, 
which  occurred  in  tlie  case  of  Captain  O'Brien,  in  1814,  Cap* 
tain  Richardson's  case  also  occurred  during  the  period  of  my 
service,  though  I  was  not  actually  on  the  spot  at  the  time, 

400.  Arc  the  British  seamen  in  the  Company*®  ships  under 
better  control  tlian  other  seamen  who  come  in  other  ships  ? — 
Decidedly^  There  is  a  species  of  police  established  at  Canton 
by  the  Company  ;  a  circumstance  that  has  arisen  out  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  m  consequence  of  the  mischief  that 
resulted  from  the  sailors  coming  up  without  sufficient  control  to 
Canton,  whore  they  gave  occasion  to  several  homtcides.  A 
most  efficient  system  of  police  has  been  established  on  the  spot* 
with  reference  to  British  seamen,  constituting  the  commodore, 
or  senior  officer  of  the  Company *s  ships  (the  Company's  presi- 
dent is  the  chief)>  a  sort  of  magistrate,  w  ith  perfect  control 
over  the  men,  and  the  power  of  sending  them  down  to  the 
ships,  or  of  punishing  them  when  they  deserve  it. 

40  U  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  trade  was  thrown  open  to 
fillips  of  all  descriptions^  tliere  could  be  a  control  over  the  sea* 
men  similar  to  that  which  is  exercised  over  tlic  Company's  own 
sailors? — I  should  think  that  neither  tlie  officers  nor  the  men 
could  be  under  the  same  control  as  in  the  Company*s  ships ; 
because  tliese  constitute  a  sort  of  approximation  to  the  footing 
of  men-of-war,  and  therefore  the  discipline  in  tJieir  case  is 
certainly  less  lax  than  on  board  private  ships, 

402.  Is  there  not  a  great  trade  from  the  ports  of  India  to 
China  ? — Very  large. 

403.  \^at  class  of  persons  navigate  those  ships  which  are 
called  country  ships? — The  men  are  chiefly  Lascars. 

404.  Are  they  under  pretty  good  control?— They  are  under 
the  Company's  control  entirely  ;  perhaps  less  so  than  their  own 
ihips,  hut  still  under  the  Company's  controL 

405.  Can  any  ship  go  from  India  to  China  without  a  license 
from  the  Company  ? — I  fancy  they  are  licensed  by  the  local 
governments. 

406^  Does  not  that  give  an  authority  to  the  local  govern- 
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oiaiia  to  pbce,  io  toiiie  mi«0iire»  tuutor  tte   eonlroJ  of  Ibe  3X  fm>,  i 
€amfm^fm  ititimffitki  in  China  the  nilon  who  \ 
ikf»?  -  Tbe  ctffmm  dgn  •  petaXxy  bond,  obliging 
li  eaatmm^wm  tcden  of  thi;  Select  Commitustf. 

407*  Krre  jroa  been  in  an  v  of  the  Cotnfien/f  letUemeolj  in 
ladii  ? — I  have  ool  vatfied  ibem. 


406L  WIU  jTw  expWn  to  tbe  Commiiloo  in  i 
oinKts  are  node  of  leo.  and  alto  ibe  lalee  of  ^ 


wialidir  Boof 
ibo 


waf  the 
woollen  goodit 
?— With  regard  to  tbe  woolleo  foodsp 
a  decided  objection  to  tbem ;  aadllM  eer- 
laioljr  inair  m  htm^j  loee  on  tofnc  of  them ;  thrj  aoconaJoghr 
liiBB  tfiofii  fton  the  Comfianjr  only  becatiie  tbejr  are  obBgea. 
Tlie^  ttkt  tboB  in  ilioraB,  proportioned  to  ibo  quamily  ofeeo- 
tfmtk  teoa  wkUk  oooli  of  them  iuppliee  to  the  Company  t  and 
ihejr  tahm  a  eeotideralito  portion  of  them  only  bccaiue  the  Com* 
fmgf  oMgea  them*  1  nave  leen  accounu  which  evidently 
ihat  the  mercbanti  were  severe  loeen  by  the  bulk  of  tM 
particttlariy  the  long-eJb.  With  regard  to  the  tcaib 
are  made  annualiy  about  tlie  month  of  Febniary 
aeaaon ;  and  they  do  not  extend  to  the  whole 
inveatmentf  but  perhaps  to  about  twotlitrds  of 
BT  being  left  to  be  ittpplMed  from  the  ofien  which 
after  the  oontracta  haire  been  flUed. 

Mi.  Have  the  Company  tite  firtt  offer  of  all  the  black  teas 
bM  are  grown  in  China  ?^  believe  they  have  of  alL 

4la  How  do  they  stand  with  relmion  to  the  green  teas  ?— 
The  balk  of  the  green  teas  are  also  oiored  to  them  tn  tlie  first 
mfktmtm*  There  are  one  or  two  very  peculiar  doscriptions  of 
tea^  aawll  in  qitantity«  which  they  do  not  import ;  tlie  yomig 
hjaon,  I  think,  ts  one  soiled  paracidarly  to  tlie  Continentau 
and  Amaioan  tradea* 

411.  Is  it  yoor  opinion  that  an  mcreaicd  supply  of  teas  ooold 
be  raised  to  supply  any  in>-  «  mand  in  Chum  'f- — f  shoold 
think  thai  as  tne <}uanittv  u  L,,...d,  Ua*  quality  would  deterio- 
ma.  The  quantity  mignt  be  increased,  probably,  verj  conni- 
deiably  bejrond  what  it  is  at  present ;  but  experience  has  sliown 
dmt  it  ii  impon&le  to  keep  the  quality  up  to  proportion  as  the 
opaaliqr  of  this  produce  or  manufacture  increa»es.  We  have 
mmdL  ooporal  of  the  best  speciet  of  black  tea  almost  vonisli,  as 

\  wlioie  demand  of  the  Company  has  increased ;  and  the  tm* 

I  of  the  Company  into  England,  so  ftr  from  ttarving 

have  so  much  overi«ap|ilied  tt^  that  there  haa  bean 

'  above  a  million  aaotmRy  rejected  at  their  saloa  at 

>  price* 

412.  Do  you  know  bow  many  years  it  Ukes  to  bring  the  tea 
plant  to  matsirtty?— I  cannot  speak  very  {lositively  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  bet  I  shoold  think,  as  it  is  a  ihrub»  two  or  three  ytmt% 
woidd  be  ncocMiry,  or  morOi 
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82  Feb.  1830.       4  IS  Has   the  re    not  been   very  pressing  orders  from   the 

Directors  to  the  supercargoes,  when  you  were  in  China,  to 

J.  F,  Bavii,   ^ud  mi  increased  iupply  of  twankay  tea? — Yes, 

414.  Has  there  tiol  been  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  article? 
^-I  believe  there  has* 

415.  Was  there  any  limitation  of  price  fixed »  or  was  it 
ordered  to  be  bought  if  it  could  be  bought  at  all  ? — It  was,  I 
fancyi  to  be  purchased  at  any  rate.  It  was  stated  as  being  much 
in  demand  at  borne. 

416.  With  respect  to  the  many  foreigners  who  are  at  Can  ton, 
do  you  suppose  that  the  acknowledged  autliority  of  the  Cora- 
fjany's  representatives  is  advantageous  to  them  ? — I  should 
think  in  two  respects,  politically  and  commercially :  politically, 
they  have  certainly  preserved  foreigners  from  tlie  degradation 
to  which  they  would  have  been  reduced  by  the  haughty  dispo* 
sitbn  and  conduct  of  the  Chinese  government ;  they  have 
stemmed  that  torrent ;  and,  commercially,  they  have  certainly 
kept  down  the  prices  of  teas. 

417.  What  effect  would,  in  your  opinion,  be  produced,  poli- 
tically speaking,  by  the  Company  being  divested  of  their  ex- 
clusive privileges  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese? — They  would 
undoubtedly  lose  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese.  The  Chinese 
would  infer  that  they  had  abused  the  trust  confided  in  them ; 
and|  in  fact,  they  must  necessarily  lose  all  the  advantages  which 
they  at  present  possess,  for  they  would  entirely  lose  tholr 
present  character, 

418.  That  is,  the  Company  would  lose?— The  Company 
would  lose,  and  also  British  subjects,  as  the  Company  represent 
British  subjects, 

419.  Would  private  merchants,  trading  to  China,  receive  the 
same  protection  as  they  now^  do,  under  the  wing  of  the  Com- 
pany's representatives  ? — I  should  say  they  would  be  reduced 
to  the  level  of  the  subjects  of  other  nations  who  frequent 
China. 

420.  What  protection  do  you  suppose  that  foreigners  now 
receive  from  the  acknowledged  authority  of  the  Company?— I 
would  say  that  they  have  derived  a  general  advantage,  fixim 
the  character  of  Europeans  in  general  having  been  kept  up  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Chinese ;  for  the  Chinese  cannot  draw  those 
distinctions  which  we  do :  they  consider  all  nations  wearing  hats 
and  coats  to  belong  to  one  general  class,  of  which  they  certainly 
acknowledge  the  English  to  be  the  head, 

421.  Have  the  Company's  representatives  extended  their  pro* 
tection  over  foreigners  whenever  they  have  had  an  opportunity  ? 
Have  they  interfered  as  far  as  they  could,  to  support  the  rights 
of  other  nations,  European  and  American? — No  particular  in- 
stance occurs  to  me,  at  present,  of  their  having  done  so. 

422.  In  the  case  of  the  murder  of  a  Chinese  by  an  American, 
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iftn  in  Chiiiii  Al  UmiI  time  ?— -I  wn  ooi  in  Cliiiia.     I  Iwve  m  r^  11 
tint  there  wm  mmt  liiipotltiun  to  ukt  llit  poor  ramu*9 
liaii^iii  hf  imlividiM)   Brtiisb  tuli^aci^  boi  tbit  tin 
!  would  nm  Inve  n j  thiBf  ta  my  to  iitai» 
HiM#  fom  mn  wmmm  if  loMiirtiig  to  irlMi  w»f  iny  con- 
id  CMM  or  ijUMii  ii  vlewod  bjr  tha  ClMie»  por^ 
hf  Ibc  iloM  wirohMtiy  «mI  bj  uiv  of  the  oiiMlJiuiai 
ioo? — Tbe  Hoog  ontvhifiti  woolil  bavc  rooioii  lo  !«» 
1 10  o  cbangOt  *^  viewed  ia  rcsArd  to  tlicir  mn ;  for  tboy 
•ortdolv  be  alilo  to  do  iritK  privAt<^  tradcn  whot  ihojp 
do  wttn  the  Coropon/;  thejr  would  dictate  pncct  lo 
nab;  while  at  prMeot,  on  the  caotxttrv,  the  Cemytakj 
prices  to  tbesi*     But  tliejr  would  not,  *  faacT*  wUlingfy 
__ae  ihii  adTantjM  at  the  heavy  riab  which  they  would 
r»  ifi  the  eveol  of  the  trade  being  opened,  ariibg  tram  ibetr 
^    diaracler.    Hi^  are  respomible  for  the  actj  of  all 
J  they  are  $ecur%ttf  for  the  »hinf :  und  the  ritki  <3^  fine 
BORient,  and  enm  of  eorporai  Ditfiiahiiiefit»  ariiinf  to 
I  ftom  tbe  aeti  of  prkale  meectiaats  and  their  ailSifa, 
0  freat,  that  they  wmdd  not  wininglf  piirchav  the 
of  trading   witli  fore^nen  genctatiy  oo  tuMtior 
'lo  l^nm  whldi  tliej  it  present  eaiioy,  at  the  prioe  of 
\  Ihcy  would  uicur  both  of  tke  penoa  and  of  the 

Mk  What  If  tbe  Committee  to  understand  by  tbe  Hoiig 
aectirity  lor  the  acli  of  private  ■nrchanti?— 
jeeiwpeat  will  not  deal  with  any  thip  till  wmam 
_  haa  oonvf  nted  to  be  answerable  far  tbe  eoa* 

fof  Cfvfy  hidividiial  in  that  ihip.     lo  tlie  case  of  [irtvate 
miich  del^  haa  artten  fVom  no  Hoog  merchant  beinic 
me  ■ecurity,  while  each  of  tbem  in  his  turn 
I iioiirity  Ibr  the  Ceiapapy'a  ihipt ai  they  nniTei 
1  would  add)  of  the  chief  Hong  merchant. 
aPecalienii  at  repreeenttng  the  whole  Hong, 
_;  the  a&irt  of  the  w^    '    T'  ng  in  tJieir  oiicual 
wilh  tbe  local  foremmt  .^m  to  (NriitiLin  the 

to  be  exempted  from  tliu  Uut^  of  beinf  lectirity 
-  abba.  Thev  caD  hini  in  their  language  the  general 
ill  taaC  tt»  tne  prtnctpal  organ  of  oCBcial  intcrcoufM; 
I  the  local  go? emment  and  foreigners ;  and  on  acctmnt 
iiMi  and  atteiitioo  which  this  ref oifed  from  him«  lie 

id  to  be  exempted  from  tlie  biisani»ui  of  being  security 

'  the  ifaipii    He  was  exempted  on  that  i^round,  when  he  had 
Pesplaoaed  to  thetr  satisfaction  the  reasons  of  his  ti|iplication. 
425.  Can  ynu  state  b  what  year  that  exemption  took  place  ? 
-I  adak  it  waa  in  the  end  of  \wn,  or  the  biginning  of  i  t^ita. 
4ML  Were  you  rigbdy  underalMd  lo  mr  that  the  Chinese 
i  la  faeeyanfa»  aad  pirtindwly  to  the  Engliali,  on  ao 
in  <be  aekldwMhuud  of  the  CI 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST4NDTA  AFFAIRS  : 

,22Feb»  1830*  empire? — I  would  not  say  ohjed ;  I  would  say  that  they  are 
^^ —    ^      more  indincd  to  be  ;>n/oMj  of  the  English,  and  of  course  on  that 
^'  ^'"•"»   account,  on  account  of  tlie  English  having  got  so  much  political 
'^'  influence  hi  Nepaul,  as  well  as  hi  Ava. 

427.  Were  you  rightly  understood  to  say,  that  the  Company 
are  preferred  because  they  do  not  smuggle,  and  on  account  of 
the  greatness  of  their  trade  ? — Certainly ;  those  circumstances 
must  raise  diem  Jn  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese. 

428*  Is  not  the  emuggling  generally  and  chiefly  carried  an 
through  the  country-trade  ships  from  India  to  China  ? — I  should 
say  through  the  country  trade  and  the  Americans :  both  the 
country  traders  and  Americans  smuggle  opium. 

429,  Do  the  country-trade  ships  receive  licenses  from  the  local 
governments  in  India  ? — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  do ; 
but  I  cannot  speak  to  Cliat  as  coming  within  the  immediate  range 
of  my  own  knowledge. 

430,  Are  the  Chinese  aware  that  those  country  ships  come 
under  the  license  of  the  East- India  Company  from  India  to 
China  ? — They  regard  them  generally  as  British  ships^  and  they 
do  not  trouble  themselves  further. 

43  L  Do  they  consider  them  as  under  the  authority  of  the 
East-India  Compariy? — Not  farther  than  as  British  subjects* 
They  cannot  consider  them  as  so  immediately  mider  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Company  as  the  Company's  own  ships  are, 

432.  Do  not  the  country-trade  ships  give  bonds  to  the  East- 
India  Company? — I  believe  they  give  bonds  to  the  East-Indian 
governments  at  the  Presidencies  from  which  they  sail* 

433.  In  the  event  of  any  misconduct  on  board  of  one  of  tlie 
country  ships,  to  whom  would  the  complaint  of  the  Chinese 
authorities  be  addressed  ?^It  would  be  addressed  to  the  British 
chiefj  IS  that  occurrence  happened  within  the  river ;  but  we  do 
not  recognize  the  country  ships  that  stay  outside  of  the  river, 
which  do  not  enter  the  river  at  all,  but  lurk  amongst  the  islands 
for  the  purpose  of  smuggling  opium. 

434.  You  stated  that  the  price  of  freight  on  tea  from  China 
to  England  is  about  ^.  a  pound ;  and  you  stated  that  the  price 
of  freight  from  China  to  Canada  was  about  I^.  per  pound  :  can 
you  explain  the  reason  of  the  diflTerence  between  the  rale  of 
freight  of  tea  from  China  to  Canada,  and  the  rate  from  China  to 
England  ? — In  the  first  place,  the  high  freight  of  the  Company's 
ships  to  China  arises  from  their  being  a  superior  class  of  vessels  ; 
and  the  high  charge  on  the  tea  arises  from  more  of  the  freight 
being  laid  on  the  teas^  that  is^  upon  the  homeward  car^go,  than 
upon  the  cargo  outward. 

435.  Is  not  it  true,  that  a  diflerent  class  of  ships  is  employed 
in  the  trade  between  Canton  and  Canada  than  that  which  is  em- 
ployed between  Canton  and  England? — I  should  say  that  the 
higher  freight  on   the  tea  that  comes  home  to  England  arisen 
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frwi  tii0  risrP>i«  Wtof  oT  m  iisMrior  c\m$  i  k  mgkm  n  f^  ti» 

r,  fron  ft  lifBtr  prqmtian  of  ilic  hkh  fre«giit  boti:^        

i  vpoii  thi  t«ft  Ihfti  oraiei  humi;  to  £fi§taii4  that  on  the 
ibttfOoiiL 

4tt.  DU  iki  oknlitioai  yau  made  of  1^.  per  pMiad  ftpr 
Iki  Ci  or  £10  per  tao,  wliidi  you  nlnilrtft 
t?— I  lake  one-half  of  the  frdght  diamed  for 
:  the  frc^t  paid  ie  be  C9  or  £10  per  loo. 

4S7.  Dvlftft  jNRir  rvtiflcfioe  la  Oiiaet  Itare  you  had  oooarios 
;  ne  EaM-ladfli  OMitpany  Hat  rsported  a  eoniito 
^  of  Syoee  iiher«  that  is  pure  tilvcr,  frofn  Cantoo  t 
I  can  lo  mad  any  eiiigle  mtlanco  of  that  within 
beAireii. 

Mb  Amyea  avaie  of  their hatiaf  exported  baWoo  iii aaf 
rabapsiwl  belief e  Ihey  did  oitee  within  t}te  iereotoen  yeara 
:  I  liftfie  bees  in  their  •ertloe. 

Wat  it  ia  any  coaaidefable  «)uantuy  r — h  U  &o  Irtng  i^o 
t  do  not  ihink  it  k  wtthia  the  tail  lirelvc  or  thirteen  yean),  aod 
:  to  tlw  qoftBttty« 

^440.  Ia  »ol  the  osport  of  hullioii  in  any  tltape  itnctJy  prohi- 
^   1 1nr  tbe  tairs  of  Chtoa  ?^It  ii ;  but  the  Coiiipaiiy»  of  course, 
I  tney  did  export  thai  quantity,  applied  for  and  obtained 
^ngabr  licenee. 

Ml«  The  Coouniltee  are  to  onderttand  that  tlic  Company  did 
p&T  {or  and  did  obtain  a  license  fironi  the  Chineie  govemtneni 
^  the  exportation  of  that  bullion  ? — I  wat  not  in  the  Comtnittee 
i  the  tteae ;  but  1  ihoutd  eeriaiidy  iay  that  diey  did  apply  for 
thai  licenee*  In  fact*  I  can  speak  to  their  aciually 
'^   '  far  and  received  such  a  iiceiiie^  when  they  have 

Are  3^00  aware  that,  wtlh  respect  to  a  eoitstderable  quaa- 
die  opiuaa  which  is  aaNufed  into  China^  tlur  chesle  in 
ihc  option  if  ooBlaitied  bear  the  Cotnpiiny^s  mark  ?^1 
aiar  a  diaat  of  ooifta  is  my  hfe»  and  therefore  1  cannot 
ell* 

Aa  a  saOfiAer  of  the  Meet  Comntittee,  ha^e  ^ou  not  had 

I  to  know  offictally  that  a  conaidenihle  quantity  of  that 

laold  by  the  East^lndia  Cogiipafiy*s  authority  in  India, 

, . JMO  graated  to  British  subjects  to  carry  it  to  China  ? 

—We  evaaoC  peeuMy  he  ignorant  of  that.  I^he  Company 
w^aya  a  WMNiopoly  of  the  growth  of  opium  in  India,  and  thero- 
Isse  they  qmhI  be  iha  aellers  of  it ;  but  I  am  mntidcnt  the  Chi- 
aeMarv  pcffcctly  icnofauft  of  a  circumstance  which  is  foreign  to 


Mlb  Are  die  CoftMatOoe  to  understand  thnt  the  members  of 
the  Salad  Coiaaiitiaa  are  eoaacMUH  of  the  fact  th^t  that  cantru- 
had  artick  ii  braqglK  ^  C£ioa  under  tlie  licence  of  ilk:  East- 
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IndJo  Company's  governments  in  India  ? — Tliey  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  a  fact  so  generally  notorious  to  Englishmen* 

445.  Can  yoo  state  how  many  of  tlie  Company *s  and  China 
ships  u^ere  captured  during  the  late  war?—  That  I  cannot  state- 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  number,  it  all  occurred  long  pre- 
Tiou£  to  my  entering  the  service. 

44G.  Do  not  you  think  tl»at  an  increased  demand  for  tea  at 
Canton  would  uatu rally  tend  to  produce  an  improvement  in  llie 
quality  of  the  article  ? — I  should  say,  Irom  the  experience  of  the 
pa£t,  that  an  increased  deDiand  for  tea  would  produce  a  decided 
deterioration  of  quality- 

447.  On  what  grounds  do  you  form  that  opinion?— Entirely 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a  very  delicate  produce>  re^ 
cjuiring  a  peculiar  soil  and  climate  and  situation  ;  and  that  in 
pro|K)rtion  as  the  quantity  inanofacturcd  is  increased,  and  par- 
ticularly if  the  demand  is  rapid,  the  t|uantity  that  is  hastily  pro- 
duced, iu  order  to  meet  that  rapid  increase  of  demand,  invari- 
ably produces  a  deterioration  in  the  quality, 

448.  Since  when  has  it  been  deteriorated?  — Since  the  de- 
mand hai  been  increased,  I  have  before  stated  that  the  Com- 
pany's tonnage  had  in  the  last  tenj^ears  increased  on  the  average 
^,04)0  tons  per  annum,  when  compared  with  the  nine  years  pre- 
ceding that  period. 

449.  From  the  experience  you  have  had  travelling  in  China^ 
can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  profession  of  a  mer- 
chant is  not  looked  upon  as  of  a  very  inferior  nature  ? — I  should 
say,  that  though  by  the  institutions  of  the  country  it  is  generally 
considered  as  inferior  to  that  of  scholars  and  some  others,  yet 
still  that  in  China,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the  world,  wealth 
must  carry  with  it  a  very  considerable  share  of  consideration  ; 
and  that  the  circumstance  of  wealth  in  the  Hong  merchants 
(who  also  possess  some  official  character)  gives  them  a  certain 
degree  of  respectability  and  consideration,  even  among  the 
officers  of  their  own  government :  so  much  iw>,  that  I  remember 
Sir  George  Staunton,  afler  tlie  discussions  of  1814,  which  he 
conducted  personally,  and  at  which  I  was  present,  tald  me  tliat 
he  was  subsequently  invited  to  meet  one  of  those  Mandiirins  at 
dinner,  at  tlie  house  of  a  Hong  merchant*  So  much  influence 
has  wealtli,  even  in  China>  in  conducing  to  respectability. 

450-  Is  the  American  consul  himself  personally  engaged  in 
trade  ? — I  should  think  it  is  the  only  source  from  which  he  can 
derive  a  livelihood  ;  for  I  believe  he  receives  no  salary  whatever. 

45  L  Do  you  consider  the  Hong  merchants  generally  to  be 
wealthy  men? — Decidedlv;  I  should  say  that  those  who  have 
escaped  ruin  A*om  the  illicit  trade  must  be  wealthy  men*  I 
would  hardly  make  any  exception  at  preseuL 

452.  How  many  are  those  who  have  escaped  that  ruin  ?  ^~ 
There  are  at  present  seven,  and  I  think  there  were  ten.     I 
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i  mj  llttt  gemrnHy  tlier  ar^  wrmlthj  m«ii.  tod  one  or  Hro  ^FA.  u 
mm  of  iacdnilahfe  weahh  ;  nolKKly  koom  how  tkh       S^r 

i59.  Are  71x1  able  lo  tUie  ilfiether  it  ii  not  1  fact  that  it  b 
Dtnrjr  to  coart  etiqaeuc  for  a  iiierdtafit  to  be  admitted  inle 
\bmpmktmmnce  at  ullJ^l  am  not  aware  of  aoj  •tidb  re- 
Ty^ir*  or  llfec  g^fefiHneiit* 
;  IM.  How  trere  the  wpercarguei  deaigoated  in  tlie  edict  iiaued 
f  the  Vioerojr  of  Canton  ?^Tiie  terra  seoerall/  used  ia  Koeng- 
^  aa  I  meotlooed  before,  '*  0  bod/  01  public  fiuactiotiariea.'* 

^  46&  Ceo  jott  vtale  the  |irohab1e  amount  of  the  tonnage  em- 

1  is  the  couulrjf  trade  carried  00  between  India  and  China* 

sfereoce  Co  the  Company's  lecuuge  ?<— The  report  on  the 

peaica  to  that  fact:  it  iaoearlir  equal,  at  all  eTtnfts*  to  thai 

Cooifwoy.     It  ariaeai  not  nom  there  being  lo  la^ge  • 

of  loon^e  actually  employed,  but  f^om  the  quichiMi 

■•»  mad  from  ilie  cxmiparattvc  soiallnesa  of  diat—ee 

^  alitp  to  make  two  voyages  in  the  year. 

450^  b  that  trade  carried  on  without  the  tnierventioii  or  aa- 

of  the  Company  «  aertanta  at  Canton  at  ail  ?^  A  very 
t  portloo  of  it  conustf  of  amoggling  trade*  and  tfaei^bre 
i  be  eaurtdy  out  of  the  Company*!  cogiiixaaGe. 
^4Sff,  Hie  miettion  rekp  to  the  country  trade  carried  on  at 
tim«  of  wnidi  no  portion  It  a  fmqggGng  trade  ?— That  con» 
i  prindpany  of  cotlon. 
4fik  la  thai  trade  carried  on  witliout  the  tnterventjon  or  af^ 
\  of  the  Company*!  aenranu  at  all? — I  »Kciuld  lay  not, 
oa  that  traoe  haa  derired  very  importaut  advantage  aud 
*  Iboiii  the  Companj's  Factory  in  tlu;  course  of  time. 
In  what  retpect  hai  it  received  the  pvoleeiaeQ  of  Iho 
'  ? — There  wax  an  attack  made  by  the  CMnaae  upoo  the 
and  trade  of  foriigncra  gencrallTt  >n  the  year  19! Iw 
then  made  a  ftana ;  mid  I  conceive  tluit  tlicy 
which  neccAmrtlj  extended  to  tlie  countf/ 
t«  aa  well  as  to  the  Cimipany*t. 

la  it  not  the  fact«  tlmt  oil  tlie  sales  of  the  cargoea  im- 
finom  India  to  Canton,  aud  the  purchase  of  returns,  are 
I  hf  the  stijiercargoe*  on  accouut  of  the  country  trade 
eommonicatJon  with  the  Chincj^e  merchants,  without 
iotcrferenee  or  asdiitance  from  the  Com  piny  *»  senrants 
'  f  ^Certainly,  we  ilo  not  interfere  wiili  tlieir  airai^ge* 
i  with  the  Hong  merdiants* 
Ml.  Do  joa  know  whether  the  American  trade  is  not  carried 
a  ia  tbe  saaie  wajt  aamelYt  tliat  tlie  American  merchants  have 
tacatioo  with   iJic  Ctiioeie  atilhartties  and   the 
V  mrrrhntiis,  witliout  tlu*  intcrfefence  ee  amjtianee  of  the 
ays  serranu?— Witli  ihi-  Chinese  authnntieii  tl»ey  have 
1  to  obtain  an  inUTcour»e,  but  Iwivc  Isclui  denied  it. 
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except  through  the  metlium  of  the  Hong  merchants.  They 
are  ordered  by  the  Chinese  government,  if  they  have  any  thing 
to  say*  to  send  a  petition  in  Enghsh  to  the  Hong  merchants, 
which  petition  the  Hong  merchauts  are  to  translate  into  Chinese. 
The  tlUiid vantage  of  such  a  medium  of  communication  as  tlie 
I  long  merchants  is  this,  that,  In  the  first  place,  they  have  In- 
terests decidedly  contrary  to  those  of  the  petitioning  foreigners  ; 
and  secondly^  that  they  dare  not,  in  their  communication  with 
their  own  government,  urge  points,  or  use  expressions  which 
foreigners  would  yrge  and  which  foreigners  would  use,  could  they 
write  their  petition  themselves.  The  Americans  have  been  en* 
gaged,  in  a  great  measure,  in  the  illegal  trade  with  what  are  called 
the  outside  shopmen,  in  express  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the 
Chinese  empire  ;  and  the  government  repeatedly  interfered  to  put 
a  stop  to  it,  in  consequence  probably  of  the  defalcations  of  revenue, 
and  the  ruin  of  the  Hong  merchants  which  ensued  therefrom. 
They  have  interfered  three  or  four  times  since  I  have  been  in 
the  service. 

462.  Was  not  that  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese 
government  at  the  request  of  the  Factory? — Certainly  not. 

463.  Do  you  know  tlie  date  of  the  last  interference?— The 
Fast  was  shortly  before  I  led  the  country. 

464.  Were  you  in  Canton  in  1828  ? — Yes,  I  was. 

465.  With  respect  to  the  country  trade,  are  the  Committee 
to  understand  that  a  trade,  equal  in  amount  of  tonnage  to  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  East-India  Company,  is  carried  on  under 
the  British  flag  to  China  now,  wkhout  any  interference  or  in- 
tervention of  the  Select  Committee  as  regards  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  supercargoes  of  those  ships  and  the 
Chinese  merchants  at  Canton? — Except  as  regards  the  occa- 
aional  protection  which  the  Committee  have  found  it  necessary 
to  extend  to  the  British  trade  in  general  in  cases  of  exigency. 

466.  Can  you  state  any  of  those  cases  ? — I  speak  particularly 
in  relation  to  the  year  1814,  when  a  stand  was  made  against 
the  Chinese  in  favour  of  British  subjects  generally. 

467.  Do  you  think  that  trade  could  be  carried  on  with  the 
same  security,  if  it  had  not  the  protection  of  the  Factory  ?— I 
should  say  not, 

468.  Are  you  aware  of  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  Can- 
ton government  in  1814,  regulating  the  trade  between  the 
shopmen  and  the  Americans,  on  a  petition  for  that  purpose  ? — 
No;  I  recollect  a  proclamation  denying  what  the  Americans 
petitioned  for.  There  was  a  proclamation  about  certain  trtHing 
and  worthless  articles  ;  but  this  was  so  perfectly  futile,  that  the 
Americans  petitioned  for  a  set  of  regulations,  which  should 
admit  the  shopmen  to  trade  in  staple  articles  of  commerce. 
Those  allowed  were  mere  mats,  shoes,  Src,  and  articles  of  con- 
sumption, which  are  permitted  to  be  sold  to  the  sailors  and 
foreigners  generally  for  the  supply  of  their  occasional  wants* 
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Are  not  all  coitiMi  woodM  and  iilk  gooda  indaiM  ni  nWtk,ttm 
i  pmrlumiinn  ?^lf  I  recdtoct  right,  tliij  wm^  M  mt-         - 
TW  riiiifi  reiiiii  of  ch#  Acticricaa  pttiisiiii  wm^  lo    ^*  ^- 
nd  llttit  mielci  wUch  they  applied  Iwir.,  ' 

#70.  Ton  flwatlomed  ihat  tberewere  wery  hemwf  cftitiet  oq  tiie 
Miail  af  fiM(pi  faodi ;  eta  ibeiv  atiy  mtcnml  duiM  un 
t^ — Vai^  coatidtfaya  oiiae,  irbtch  aaca«tahlj  add  to  tba 
!  of  the  aitidci  that  are  the  eubjecU  of  that  iramji* 
471,  Ata  theae  6xad  and  iuiowa»  or  eia  ibey  variabJe? — 
iTIm  atm  so  aoimty  caanactad  with  the  internal  adii)iiiiiiniiK>n 
t|f  ika  avapipai  thac  U  ie  iMit  aeey  to  obtaia  aecurate  iofonaalioo 


472.  Is  it  aesy  to  paee   the    fCKKb,   or  are  ntif 
»wo  in  th£  wajf  ?^ — There  ore  oo  further  obfUclct  than  thoce 
arke  fSrom  the  bar  thot  tljis  iraiuit  duty  fonai  u»  the 
plioa  of  tlie  article,  by  mcrcfiatng  its  price. 
47S*  la  ihefe  any  meaiiff  o(  knowing  what  the  raiae  of  dutm 
!?--Yaai  Ihay  liBfa  bean  elated  twd caioilatad  acaoedinf  lo 
>naalieii  abnioad  by  a  foraier  laa4aipealir  af  ika  Cam* 
ny*    Tba  daaMaaal  ii  at  ailabla. 
474.  Has  thie  iystem  of  traoiit   diidet  been  inereaeing  af 
Bva  ?*i-l  hai'e  nn  mcani  of  aicertaining  that  point :  bai  I 
diey  eiv  vcty  h^mry^ 
iTSw  Maea  they  bean  of  lata  yean  increaeed  or  dhaJaMlaJ  ? — 
I  %mm  B0«  l>eard  of  Ihetr  being  either  Increaird  or  dhnfnithed* 
ira*  Do  yoQ  know  hem  the  dntic«  arc  coUectvd  P—That  al^o 
i  portjcm  of  the  mtemal  edmintstmtion  of  tlie  empirtv 
in  we  have  ftfW  means  of  bucoming  acquainted* 
477.  You  haipe  stated  that  tlie  icnt^ling  trMle  hat  tacraaead 
nmcb  of  laleyean;  hes  that  iocraaiad  at  the  nnna  Ihna 
t  ibe  tyUetn  oi  mtemal  duties  ?— The  incTcatc  of  thr  imug* 
^  trade  hai  been  chiefly  with  reference  to  optum.  wluch  can 
i  ao  ooooaaioa  with  diweei  being  altogether  cootrahaiid. 
#79.  Is  tbava  mot  a  ifcry  contiderable  tmuggling  trade  hi 
artvdea  ipportad  Into  China  from  Europe?— I  belicre 
;  a  great  deal  hat  been  smuggled  into  China,     I  know  in- 
wm  wbara  the  articles  have  been  detacrted,  and  a  heavy  fine 
bam  ittipeeed  upon  the  Hong  laerchant  who  sacviad  iba 
ddp,  whila  of  oourse  tlie  importing  European  hat  nrfhfad  Iba 
I  Of  hia  goods* 

4M*  Hate  the  Hong  mertlumte  ihanaalfaa  taken  part  in  the 
trade  ?— Far  from  it ;  tiMy  ware  sold,  not  to  the 
^mefehants,  but  to  outside  ibopinen. 
460.  YoQ  were  understood  to  state  that  some  of  the  Hong 
^have  been  ruined  by  their  mixing  with  the  smuggling 
f  ?-»Not  at  all ;  tlicy  have  been  nirncti  by  the  »mttggJtng 
They  pay  heavy  duties  and  cxactionx  to  the  govcmmeni. 
Oft  accaitiit  of  the  advantages  which  their  sttuaiion  affords  them 
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22  Feb,  18,10.  in  the  monopoly  of  ibe  regular  trade :  and  as  the  smuggling 
trade  must  necessarily  be  carried  on  by  persons  who  do  not  pay 
those  heavy  exactions^  and  who  in  tact  frequently  evade  the 
regular  dutie*3j  they  must  necessarily  be  ruined  by  the  extension 
of  such  a  course  of  transactions* 

481.  Do  all  the  English  manufactures  imported  into  China 
by  the  Company  pass  through  the  fair  trade  ? — Certainly. 

482.  Have  you  any  means  of  judging  what  proportion  of  the 
whole  imports  into  China  consist  of  the  smuggling  trade? — It  is 
impossible  to  say  exactly  how  much»  because  tlie  smuggling 
is  secret,  and  therefore  not  so  open  to  investigation ;  but  with 
regard  to  opium^  we  know  that  the  amount  of  the  annual  impor- 
tation into  China  is  upwards  of  10,000,000  of  dollars* 

483.  Taking  what  information  you  have,  should  you  say  that 
one-half,  or  two-thirds  of  the  whole  importation  of  foreigners 
into  China  is  surreptitious  ?  I  should  say  that  it  is  very  likely 
that  one-half  may  be  surreptitious^  taking  the  value,  not  the 
bulk,  because  it  is  the  most  valuable  articles  in  proportion  to 
their  bulk  which  are  tiie  most  likely  to  be  smuggle d*  Bulky 
articles,  such  as  raw  cotton,  can  hardly  be  the  subjects  of  smug- 
gling. 

484.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Company's  Factory  making 
what  you  call  a  stand  upon  certain  occasions ;  in  what  way  is 
that  stand  made?  is  it  by  abstaining  from  dealing  and  trading? 
— The  Company  turned  upon  the  Chinese  their  own  favourite 
w*eapon.  The  Chinese  had  a  mode  of  resorting  to  the  stoppage 
of  all  communication ;  and  in  the  the  year  1814  the  Company, 
with  very  great  effect,  tried  the  same  measure  upon  the  Chinese, 
and  found  it  perfectly  successful. 

485*  That  is  to  say*  the  Chinese  were  not  able  to  withstand 
the  abstaining  from  trading  with  them  for  any  lengtli  of  time? 
— They  gave  up  the  point  at  last. 

486.  You  threatened  the  stopping  of  the  trade,  and  that 
threat  brought  them  to  their  senses? — Tlie  measure  of  stopping 
the  trade  gained  for  the  Company  all  the  points  for  which  they 
contended. 

4B7.  Can  you  state  how  long  the  trade  was  stopped  ujKJn 
that  occasion  ?— 1  have  not  the  dates  in  my  recollection;  but  it 
was  for  a  con  side  rabie  period. 

488,  Did  that  stand,  which  you  represent  to  have  been  made^ 
create  any  consitlerable  distress  in  China? — No,  it  could  not 
produce  much  distress  among  the  people  for  the  time ;  hut  it 
produced  considerable  embarrassment  to  the  government,  from 
the  delay  of  the  duties.  It  gained  for  the  Company  two  or 
three  most  important  immunities  and  rights.  Among  the  im- 
munities may  be  stated^  that  of  exemption  from  inquisitorial 
visitations  from  the  Ciiinese  Mandarins  at  the  ractory.  They 
had  been  lately  subject  to  every  kind  of  insult  in  that  way* 
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!  they  pumd  m  extmf^km  horn  iu    With  rcfvil  Co  tkm 

I  whidi  the/  giiiM*  the  most  imporunt  acie  vaa  chat 

OMMRiiiiaakNi  mth  Ibo  mmenrnmi  m  the  wncceii 

of  As  oouaiTf,  uodor  «coM  cottr,  ttul  wiLhoui 

OB  ilie  part  of  tbo  Honf  mordiaiici. 

Are  Cho  Coonniliw  to  iiDflerttaii4  tfaot  prior  to  cho 

IB14w  tho  pmoi  ol  which  the  stBud  wot  niodr,  the  Cocb- 

I  00  dwjr  Ifttdt  without  the  pmilcgi^  to  which  pm 

-^  iipportiiicc,  of  roimiMMHoihtg  diioctlr  hi  iho 

tcr?— No»  thojr  did  aoC  ollofoihor;  but  it  hod 

I  fiiec{iieciCljr  dbpated  ;  and  it  w«i  to  tho  y9U  18U  thoc  iho 

portsculorljr  endeavoured  Co  dcnrirt  theni  of  iu     Tboy 

^  for  the  retention  of  tltti  privilc^Cf  aiid  gained  a  iml 

of  it  tn  writing. 

IM.  How  many  gentlemen  are  tliere  to  the  Factory  (liat  can 
TJiincar  ? — nrhapihalf  adoaen. 
Sofldenlljr  to  hold  coo? onatiOQ  with  the  nathca  ?«i-l 
ilttDk  ao ;  and  aomo  of  them  to  write  tbo  ArnmUm 
Were  foo  m  aay  provtncei  where  the  tis  iaooltifolail? 
a  emiiam  did  not  pais  tltroogh  tho  prindfiol 
which  ore  Fokien  and  Tdie-Kiang.     We  ] 


Did  yoQ  evor  6car  anir  Oitimate  how  manj  milUoo«  wero 
cd  by  thai  trade  )<-Nos  aU  our  aUliaticaJ  tnformatioit 
I  fagard  io  China  miift  ba  vatj  ?agtie  indeed. 

Can  yoii  itale  what  mcarmedhite  contraclora  there  are 
bctwecD  liiO  oiltiTatort  of  the  te»*phuit  and  the  Hongaierchaiit  ? 
—The  otenDcdiate  contractors  are  called  the  tca-mefl»  wlio  at 
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I  aooia  where  it  t«  partially  culiivated. 

Afw  Boc  the  prorineea  where  the  tea  is  cultirated,  ^erj 

I  iHatricu  ? — Very  poputona. 

194^  la  it  not  culiitniad  by  a  great  ntunber  of  aaaiU  peoftie* 

~if^  ahould  think  that  Deamr  all  the  land*!  proprietoni 

i  must  be  smaU,  from  the  oaodo  to  which  property 

They  have,   I  lirlU  vr.  »nnirthii)g  like  the  law  of 

^saRaace,  wh  !i?a  we  property  pretty 

ache  chiU^....  »..:  l...,.,„;«^  Che  ctduvators  muat 
y  to  be  periMKii  of  small  property. 
%*  la  BOt  it  ctdtiiraled  racher  by  what  we  shotdd  call  cot^ 
;Brdei%  than  tipon  a  great  scale  ? — I  shoidd  tliink  the 
\  adilirmtors  are  persons  of  small  property ;  but  the 
» aa  they  are  called«  thoae  who  eo^loy  the  cultivators 
of  the  contfocta  laade  at  Caacon*  are  persons 
of  aiaaaally  larte  capitaL 

do  you  thiak  there  is  any  conaidarrille  po- 
I  ia  the  adtifatioD  of  teas?— It  wxM  neoea 
the  production  of  tho  commodity^  because  the 
of  tea  aeceasarily  inToIirca  so  brge  a  quantity  of 
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Feb.  1830.  the  commencement  of  every  year,  about  the  month  of  February, 
srZ^  .       make  their  arrangement*  with  the  Hong  iiiercl>antSj  in  reference 
"    £tqT^'    ^^  ^®  supply  of  the  succeeding  season* 

499.  You  are  understood  to  stay,  that  the  persons  whom  you 
call  the  lea-men  go  ii^to  the  country  and  buy  the  tea  of  the 
small  proprietors,  but  they  are  not  the  advancers  of  the  capital 
which  is  required  for  the  cultivation  of  this  tea? — I  must 
rei>eatt  that  all  our  knowledge  of  details  m  the  interior  of  China 
must  be  extremely  vague  ;  and  what  I  have  said  as  to  the  small- 
ness  of  individual  property,  in  reference  to  those  cultivators,  ii 
in  fact  chiefly  a  surmise  of  my  own,  deduced  HVom  the  mode  of 
descent  in  China* 

500.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  the  circumstance,  that  the 
Factory  know  so  little  of  the  interior  of  the  country  ?— Because 
they  arc  confined  to  a  small  corner  of  the  empire,  and  their 
knowledge  cannot  be  so  great  as  if  they  had  access  to  several 
points  of  it 

50 L  Do  you  suppose  that  those  with  whom  you  deal  pur- 
posely keep  you  in  ignorance,  or  that  they  themselves  are 
unable  to  acquaint  you  ? — I  believe  the  Chinese  themselves  ore 
generally  ignorant  of  statistical  matters ;  they  either  iiave  not 
the  curiosity,  or  they  do  not  possess  the  means  of  informing 
themselves* 

502.  How  long  has  the  trade  in  British  manufactures  been 
a  losing  trade  on  the  part  of  the  Company  ?^ — ^1  tliink  the  re- 
turns will  show  for  a  very  considerable  period, 

5€3.  You  know  that  fact  from  having  seen  the  accounts  ? — 
Yes. 

504!.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  they 
have  lost  in  the  long-run  very  considerably. 

505.  Does  it  continue  to  be  a  losing  trade,  or  has  it  improved 
in  that  respect?  —  !  fancy  that  the  Company  have  got  a  more 
fair  return  for  some  of  their  articles  oi"  importation,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  diminished  the  quantity.  The  prices  have 
experienced  very  great  depression  at  Canton,  in  consequence 
of  the  importations  of  the  Americans. 

506.  Would  not  that  circumstance  have  continued  the  depres- 
sion of  your  profits  rather  than  have  increased  the  prices? — I 
would  not  say  that  the  Company  have  gained  more,  but  that  they 
have  lost  iessy  in  consequence  of  6nding  it  necessary  to  diminisb 
the  supply, 

507.  Have  die  Factory  always  considered  it  as  a  losing 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  rather  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Eng- 
land  than  for  any  profit  to  be  derived  from  it  ? — Decidedly ; 
and  I  would  add,  that  the  quantity  imported  by  the  American* 
has  not  been  more  than  about  one-fourth  o^'  the  quantity 
in)|x»rt€d  by  the  Company  and  their  officers,  for  the  reason  1 
have  already  stated,— that  lite  otticers   C4Ui   alford   to   import 
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I  mmmAetmm  at  i  dMttper  rate^  and  tbar  the  Compmy  n  w^  tiM^J 
iriMBilIrd   to  Imm   whicli  cnmoc   bt  expected    flwi     .  ^7^        1 
^  OMffcliAnis,  fron  inf  foding  of  icgard  Ibr  Ui^  ■"-n'lfcr- 
i  of  Use  goods* 

MB.  Ofoooriebttthiilttiboefimloctiigtradib  jonhnrtooc 

M  bound  10  cxieod  it  ?^ We  hafo  atndod  iC»  aod 

\  iia.  lufpi  it  up  to  ft  point  whkh  prirmie  torrdiftnti  coold  001 

kept  il  to,  In  oonnqueoee  of  our  influenco  oter  tbo  oior- 

UDg  them  to  take  ttie  goods,  tliough  the/  lost  hj 

509L  Of  coiine,  therefore^  the  mcrcliAfitt  tliat  are  forced  to 
'  the  goods*  omsl  pot  ilist  loss  upon  same  other  pen  of  tbdr 
' —  wtth  tbe  Compftoy  ?— Possihly  upon  tlie  teas.    Sodi  ft 
IS  thftl  cannot  lie  eonsiderod  as  adrantageoiis  to  tlie 
t ;  bill  the  Conipftaj  harep  I  beJiere*  continued  it  lo  ft 
xtenii  in  defefeftco  to  public  opinion*  or  rsthcr  in  ooii« 
f  of  the  poUie  daoiottr. 

510.  Do  jM  iomst  that  the  American  who  fali  oaified  oa 
tfndo  liiia  been  lodoced  to  do  it  from  anr  other  cjiromiianiio 
I  tgnSbtf  k  piofiiable  ?*-J  believe  it  wttl  be  shown  that  the 
-fican  uBMtatiooa  ha?e  fidlen  off  lately  •  and^  in  fiiett  the 
;  bi&  of  tbair  inoriatioos  has  been  in  duUioo  ;  and  I  con* 
llMft  if  tbef  baa  SmbhI  tfaa  Irade  b  woollens  profitable,  it 
have  been  OMieb  moee  extensive  than  it  has  bean«  die. 
of  iheConpany^s* 

SI  1.  Have  you  not  every  reason  to  suppose  that  that  oortion 
'which  ther  do earnr  oo«  whatever  tt  may  DOp  must  be  prontable  ? 
'  -^  slioola  ^[Sua  toat  it  was  not  profitable,  fSrom  the  fact  that 
very  largo  Mmm  and  ruin  have  attended  the  American  trade. 

SIS;  Haaw  yoa  any  other  facts  to  prove  thatt  csoeot  the  pas- 
ige  JOQ  fafaftid  to  in  the  President's  speedi  ? — Mcn^ly  tliat 
Kt  of  knowledge  which  one  gains  in  conversation  and  by 


SIS.  If  ft  can  be  shown  to  you  in  evidsnoa,  thai  the . 

10  is  making  a  profit  of  from  20  to  SO  per  cent,  upon  maati 

wea  aesnt  out,  wtule  the  Company  hav^  aeooiding  to  vour  own 

atty   been  carrying  on  generally  a  losim;  trade  in  this 

of  manutacture,  would  it  not  be  a  sattsmctory  proof  to 

a  tlie  privste  trader  tiat  hiid  some  better  means  of  dis* 

of  his  goods  than  the  Company  b  Factory  ?--Caftainhr« 

ion  to  Oiat  particular  article :  the  thing  tpeaka  Ibr  itaalr. 

§14.  Yoo  stale,  that  great  advantage  is  derived  in  the  China 

nfe  fom  laife  ships  in  preference  to  small  ones.     Supposing 

orivate  tnido  to  eicist  to  China,  is  it  not  to  be  pre«iimca  that 

Mduals  who  carried  on  that  trade  for  their  own  benefit 

the  sort  of  ships  which  carried  on  the  trade  Id  iho 

{^?*^That  is  Quite  a  fpeculativc  question,  and  I 

lo  the  result  ot  the  expcrimciU. 
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S16.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Americans  have  increasetl 
the  size  of  their  ships  lately  ?«  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

516.  Do  not  the  Dutch  and  other  Eyropean  states  also  carry 
on  some  trade  with  China  ? — The  Diztch  liave  had  three  or  four 
ships  in  China  within  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

517.  Do  they  act  through  a  factory,  or  in  what  manner  do 
they  transact  their  business  ? — They  have  lately  established  a 
eoneukte. 

516.  Do  not  those  who  trade  between  Holland  and  China 
carry  on  their  business  at  the  place^  without  any  particular  cod* 
trol  from  any  company  or  factory?— lam  not  exactly  aware 
that  they  are  under  any  particular  control,  beyond  that  exer- 
cised by  their  consul* 

519.  Have  they,  within  your  recollection,  got  into  anj^  diili- 
culties  with  the  Chinese  authorities  or  government?^ — It  is  only 
very  lately  that  tliey  have  resumed  their  trade  they  were  ihrowu 
out  of  by  the  war,  and  they  have  only  resumed  it  lately  ;  in 
fact,  displaced  the  Americans  in  the  supply  of  Holland. 

520.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Dutch  formerly  carried  on  all 
their  trade  through  the  Dutch  East- India  Company  ? — 1  believe 
they  did* 

521.  Have  you  heard  from  the  merchants,  or  from. any  per- 
sons carrying  on  that  trade  at  present,  any  expression  of 
opinion,  that  the  trade  was  now  carrying  on  to  any  disadvan- 
tage in  consequence  of  its  being  open    and  free? — 1  believe 

there  is  something  like  an  association  in  Holland,  at  present, 
for  carrying  on  the  China  trade,  if  I  am  rightly  informed. 

522.  Are  you  aware  that,  though  it  is  an  aisociationt  it  is  a 
free  association,  and  it  is  open  to  any  private  persons  to  make 
a  similar  one  ?*— It  is ;  but  very  little  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  Dutch  Cliina  trade,  it  being  so  very  recent. 

523.  But  you  are  not  aware  of  any  difficulty  arising  from  its 
present  freedom  ? — No  specific  difficulty ;  they  compete  with 
other  foreigners  at  Canton. 

524.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  Cochm  China  ? — Very 
lilUe. 

525.  Do  you  know  whether  any  trade  is  carried  on  by  indi- 
viduals with  Cochin  China  ? — I  think  an  attempt  was  made  by 
some  Americans,  which  proved  an  utter  failure,  I  read  some* 
thing  about  it  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  or  in  the  Quarterly, 
three  or  four  years  back. 

526«  Has  any  attempt  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Factory, 
to  ascertain  whether  they  could  increase  the  commercial  rela* 
tions  with  Cochin  China,  or  any  of  those  countries  to  which  we 
have  little  access? — An  attempt  was  made  by  the  British  Fac- 
tory, in  the  person  of  Mr.  Roberts,  many  years  ago,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Supreme  Government,  but  it  proved  a  failure. 
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^n. 


Horn  mmmj  ymn  «go  wm  that  /^I  cannfit  §M#»  Imi  it  »  PHi.  Itm 
flidcrBblj  prcviocis  to  my  «iileriiig  the  lervktu  -^ 

W«i  tt  a  aem  tfvdfaif  ttttemM,  orifi«  it  wi  tlUnpl  to    ^  ^L^ 


kA^ 


Too  ittted  tl«t  the  ChinciM  Ml  t  peculliir  Jcaloiu ir 

the   En^lkb,  ih>in  tbcfr  neightKnirhcKxl  in  NcfiAtll  md 

Hm99  may  dtemiitiiiicei  Dccurrcd,  wiUiin  yoyr  Ictiow- 

wlikh  led  mt  Id  i appose  thiU«  or  b  it  mriviy  a  ntmko 

?*«t  tlittili  ttmi  an  edict  of  tibe  Eoiiieror  as  about 

i  of  Uie  Burmeae  wai »  tended  1 

of  f  uch  a  coBloit  heving  coi 

tbcjr  liod  tamed  their  atteotioii  towmrdtf  t)»etr 


Wsi  there  anj  iKtnf  in  tlie  procliBiaiioot  ^  ^  ^Hat 

the  period,  which  proved  at  nil  dtitiriotljr  tiMt  the 

e  gufcnwaeot  oociiiecUHl  the  operatjcmit  in  Afe  with  the 

■i  Caoioti  ?— They  eaniiot  be  ignorant  that  the  BrItUi 

ie  ooorcmed  in  bom  plaoea. 

Then  you  imagine  that  they  were  aware  that  the  fame 
whieh  wai  en;^8|»ed  in  hottife  oMrationt  near  tiieir 
%  fitmtiert  was  connected  with  the  FactorYornierdHUita 
^  BiCftitton?— 1  tbould  certeinly  think  that  they  conli 
Ibnij^onuit  of  that ;  and  I  know  very  well  that  they  are  Ikm 
of  die  eyietence  of  ottr  influence  m  Nepaul ;  (or  a  Chinnin 
i  w«o  riiher  aeeii  or  heard  of  aa  beiiig  very  near*  bir  tmm 
ew  piMie  faaeiiooarieti  about  tlic  timi;  of  die  Nepaul  wnr. 
m*  Are  TOO  led  to  iimpoic  that  they  connect  ilie  operationa 
en  and  Kepaai  with  the  Factory  at  Canton  ?» I  think  their 
'  prerent  their  making  luch  admiMioni  to  lui ;  but  I 
pcfiecilr  certain  that  they  must  he  aware  of  our  encroach- 
i  npoo  tlten  on  thote  two  pointa. 

Are  they  aware  tJiat  t!ie  pertont  who  cotnpotc  the  Brt- 
I  Padory  at  Canton  belong  to  the  tame  nation  / — They  ccr- 

hare  oerer  told  at  in  to  many  words* 
SSL.  Haa  any  thing  ever  occurred  which  leadu  you  to  coo* 
'   '  t  that  they  Aaiinctly  connect  the  Britiih  Factor)*  with  the 
"       '     Mepaul  and  Ava  ? — Circumstiinces  have  tjccur* 
If  itated,  which  make  me  feel  quite  certain  of 
that  thoae  who  encroached  upon  thecn  towards 
Ara  were  the  British,  and  tliey   must  connect 
i  with  the  Briiiah  hi  Canton* 

Ton  iumed  that  the  Chinese  are  incapable  of  diitin* 
Ibrtignen  at  Canton  ;  how  comet  it,  then,  that  they 
"ito  particohvly*  in  the  case  (if  the  British  FaefOfy* 
Hi  eesnexkin  with  ttsoae  operation*  on  their  frorvticr  in  another 
fsarter?— ^They  cannot  fail  to  know  that  tliere  are  9uch  i)af;s 
and  stich  nalioiia  at  Americans  and  Engitsh ;  an«l  they  cannot* 
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22  Feb.  1630.  of  course,  fail  to  know  who  are  the  English  authoritieB  at  Can* 
^~ir,  toii>  and  who  are  not  the  English  authorities. 
Etg,  *  ^^^*  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  they  do  make  a  distinction 
between  the  different  nations  of  foreigners  ?^^ — If  they  did  not 
make  any  distinction,  they  could  not  treat  one  better  than 
another.  They  are  not  capable  of  making  such  nice  distinctions 
as  we  make ;  for  we  can  tell  an  American  by  hia  mere  accent* 

5S7.  Then  you  mean  tliat  they  cannot  distingyish  between 
individuals  ? — ^Certainiy. 

53Bi  You  slated  that  the  American  trade  has  been  a  declin- 
ing one  ;  for  what  length  of  time  has  it  been  declining  ? — 1 
cannot  go  rery  nicely  into  details,  but  they  are  before  the  Com- 
mittee* 

5S9.  It  appears  by  the  returns  now  before  the  Committee, 
tliat  with  the  exception  of  the  years  IS26  and  1827,  it  lias  been 
an  increasing  trade  ? — In  amount  ;  but  in  tonnnge  it  has  dimi- 
nished: and  if  the  amount  has  remained  nearly  the  same» 
white  the  tonnage  has  diminished,  I  would  ascribe  it  to  this 
circumstance  J  that  they  have  given  up  bringing  manufactures^ 
which  occupy  a  large  space,  and  brought  bullion^  which  occu- 
pies a  small  one ;  lliat  tliey  have  moreover  diminished  their 
purchases  of  tea,  wliich  occupies  a  large  space,  and  bought 
silks,  which  occupy  a  smaller  one  in  proportion  to  the  value.  I 
began,  however,  with  stating  that  the  documents  will  be  a  bet- 
ter authority  than  I  am« 

540*  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  actual  amount  of  Ameri- 
can Imports  and  exports  for  any  one  year  ? — I  only  speak  with 
reference  to  those  documents  which  I  have  examined. 

54<I.  Are  you  aware  of  the  way  in  which  the  duties  are  paid 
by  American  merchants  upon  goods  brought  from  the  east  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?^ — I  have  understood  that  the  Ame* 
rican  government  gave  the  traders  a  year's  credit  for  the  duties 
they  liad  to  pay  i  and  that  the  trade  existed  to  an  unnatural 
extent,  in  consequence  of  the  credits  arising  from  tliis  custom. 
That  the  American  government  has  been  obUged  to  resort  ta 
some  remedy  for  its  losses. 

542.  Has  the  falling  oW  in  the  American  trade  been  in  that 
witl)  Cliina,  or  with  India  ?^ — I  speak  with  reference  to  the  dcnni- 
ments  which  I  have  seen  relating  to  China. 

543.  Do  you  know  the  actual  amount  of  trade  in  tlie  years 
1826  and  18*27?— I  have  an  account,  I  think,  of  J  828-9,  wluch 
exhibits  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

544.  You  state  that  in  your  travels  in  China  you  have  per- 
ceived British  manufactures  in  the  interior  of  China ;  can  you 
state  any  particular  place  where  you  saw  them ;  at  Pekin,  for 
instance  ^ — Ko  ;  it  was  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Can  too. 
We,  in  fact>  became  sensible  of  our  approach  to  Canton  by  the 
recurrence  of  shops  containing  Britibh  manuiacturcs. 
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S4&.  Wm  il  mMj  in  tke  ftmuu»  in  which  Cnilim  mm 

L  jMMwBntkhnMHiikrtura  eaqpoMdfcr  «!•?    ^  j-r 
^pcak  to  llua;  but  il  wtti  odj  b   lh«  «o«ll«ni^«ff 
of  the  cnpiffc    In  Aet«  the  rpcurrmce  of  audi  goods  wmt  nwre 
ttquau  m  ynf^iiim  m§  we  iippnwch^d  Ciaioii* 

B4A.  You  alatad,  thil  it  had  been  tho  oiiaott  emleftvour  of 
tke  CompMjr  •  Fmeuxj  ml  QuUim  to  cxtcod  tfcdr  tmdo,  W  poi- 
ifelib  but  iiiBt  Ihty  hnd  been  tmable  €0  do  it  ^^Thoy  bmw  o«w 


M7.  WonjoaatCinloiiioSipiiBhflrlSSB?— Iwii, 

M8.  DidfmhMrtiMlari^»etlloiltfaeMeffO|Mhi<lr«lii 
a  rofM^  ii  high  op  at  to  Hifi 


loCmoo 


_  ^  m  verj  pfoitahk  f o)r«g»^  sod  converted  the  wMe 

if  her  cargo  to  a  vmy  large  extent  into  fpcnrte  ?^lt  Eoiiat  hmm 
been  eottrelj  lurreptiliuui^  tf  aIic  did ;  and  I  juJg«  that  her  ami 


Dio  jou  ooDoeiire  that  ludi  a  thing  w^nM  bs fMMribIa? 
idd  Mj  ftnp  imarobahk,  until  tJie  ttct  iftoke  for  itidC 

I  Mmaiaa^  I  inooM  mj  it  waf  a  ihin|^  that  could  not  euBtf 

r;  but  tlttt  bjr  Mrnggfiitg  a  ship  ought  mafiago  to  introduce 

tin  that  way. 

,  Yoa  haw  stated,  that  the  Chinese  government 
maft  J  edicts  s^ainst  smuggling ;  have  those  edicts 
into  forcse  or  not  P^-Thcrjr  certainly  have*  to  the  ut 
itjr  of  the  weak  Chioeae  government*     1  wocdd  say  that 

hffwo  imtber  shown  the  hostiUty  of  the  Chbese  gomniBicnl 
jmem^  than  that  they  have  been  rery  eflbctift  in  sup* 

&5L  Do  yon  oonaidir  that  smuggliDg  has  baan  Jacrsiaid  by 

ben.  nrihaooolivy?---!  should  say  that  the  wtdi  and  01*org|»» 

Bont  iw  China  cannot  foltow  np  iu  edicts  by  a  cor- 

oeas :   and  they  have  probablyt  hi  a  j 

.  unavailing* 

You  Matodt  that  the  Americans  laboured  under  1 

m  their  hitereourse  with  Chinese ;  what  ioconf 

\  eter  to  have  arisen  from  the  tntaroeorso  1 

carried  00  as  it  is,  and  the  Hon||  Mnrchanta?— 
hmm  mieral  wmj  Mvert  discrasa  ttid  misfortune,  in  the 
i  of  n  DOBiicidei  from  thav  want  01  1 


SM. 


S5S.  In  tbair  riiasmirrial  traaaaciMaWr  to  what  diaadvantagao 
r  aabfactT^-l  should  sunply  aigii^  from  the  ruin  of  Am^ 
aaoi  e^g^gad  in  CUnese  coDusen:e«  that  the  comcnarca 
i  n  being  one* 
Then  yon  hava  no  reason  to  suppose  that  tliere  is  any 

Ity  whatever  in  the  Americans  carrying  on  their  transaciiona 

P  ,witb  the  Chinese  in  Canton,  but  only  that  the  resuk  of  tlie  trade 
"  fB  llPiiiig  otie  ?«- A  great  many  tnconventcncca.  They 
ttteirgrienuices  lu»own  to  the  govcmnient. 
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22  ¥eh,  1630*  655*  Have  vou  ever  knovm  any  zncoDvenience  iriie  to  them 
from  that  ? — Yes ;  I  have  kDown  individuals  attempt  to  commu- 
nicate their  grievances  in  the  written  character^  and  the  docu- 
ment which  contained  that  character  waf  returned  to  them 

unopened. 

556*  Has  their  trade  ever  been  interrupted  in  their  transactions 
with  the  HoDg  merchants  ? — Very  much  indeed,  in  the  year 
182L 

557.  Has  there  been  any  other  case  besides  that?— Yes;  I 
believe  that  very  considerable  delay  has  arisen  from  the  prices 

demanded  for  the  teas  not  being  suited  to  the  Americans,  and 
they  liave  been  obliged  to  hold  back  for  long  periods. 

558.  In  those  cases  have  the  Hong  merchants  yielded  ?^ — It 
was  not  with  the  Hong  merchants  that  they  have  generally  dealt, 
but  principally  with  unlicensed  people,  contrary  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  government.  Of  course  they  have  dealt  with  the 
Hong  merchants  occasionally*  as  well  as  with  the  others* 

559.  In  the  cases  to  which  you  allude,  in  which,  as  you  say, 
a  sort  of  stand  has  been  made,  have  the  Americans  generally 
obtained  the  tea  at  their  own  prices,  or  have  they  been  obliged 
to  come  to  the  prices  of  the  Chinese  ? — I  should  think  they 
must  have  given  in,  in  most  cases ;  but  I  cannot  speak  with  the 
same  correctness  to  the  transactions  regarding  the  Americans 
and  Chinese  as  I  can  with  r^ard  to  our  own  transactions. 

560.  When  the  East- India  Company  ship  a  quantity  of 
woollens  to  Chin  a,  do  they  send  you  an  invoice  of  those  goods  ? 
— They  do, 

561.  Do  they  add  to  that  the  charges  of  freight,  &c,  as  in  a 
common  mercantile  transaction? — It  li  all  calculated  in  the 

invoice. 

562.  And  tlien  you  turn  that  over  into  the  money  of  the 
country  ?^ — Yes,  and  endeavour  to  get  the  best  price  we  can. 

563.  Do  you  turn  it  over  at  the  current  exchange,  or  at  the 
Oy.  8(L  ? — We  turn  it  over  at  6*.  H(L  a  tale. 

564.  Is  6s.  Sd^  the  current  exchange  ? — ^It  is  the  value 
w  hich  has  been  settled  for  many  years. 

565.  How  far  does  that  ciilculation  of  6^.  Sd.  vaiy  from  the 
real  rate  of  exchange  within  your  knowledge? — The  rate  of 
exchange  at  Canton,  in  the  case  of  the  dollar,  has  been  rery 
fluctuating  since  1  have  been  in  the  country,  and  has  fallen 
since  the  war. 

566.  Supposing  you  turn  over  the  invoice  amount  of  goods 
Into  tales  at  the  rate  of  6^,  8^/,,  and  the  current  exchange  ia 
either  above  or  below  that,  must  it  not  give  you  a  false  result  ? 
— The  exchange  of  dollars  is  only  with  regard  to  the  dealings 
of  foreigners  at  Canton,  and  foreigners  elsewhere.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  witli  the  value  of  silver  among  the  Chinese,     Tl>e 
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I  In  die  mkm  of  tlie  dollar  hate  tiad  nothing  to  do  f3  f^  L, 
r  oo  Ibe  tpot  among  the  Chmcie  thettuelvoa.         — ^ 
Hnw  do  ^011  Mil  die  wwMtsm  i  for  tu  man  j  taloi  or  lo    ^' ^g^ 
Dj  doUan  ? —  Hio  wocUmm  wt  fmoraiir  *o\d  in  talcs, 
'  MB,  Whidi  arc  carried  to  the  credit  of  ihe  £a«t4ndia  Ftc* 

fm  aoeout,  at  the  mtc  of  Ei.  Bd*  ? — \m. 
^  SG9,  Whatever  bt  diorad  rate  of  tales  at  the  tiiiie?~Tlie  iraliao 
|the  Moda  in  dollan  It  ^t^tid  hj  tinning  over  their  prico  id  talca 
lohnm.     I  still  lav  tliat  the  fluctuations  In  the  ratue  of  dio 
*  ^m  hs^  00  reference  to  the  value  of  money  among  (he 
;  diey  are  mmoly  in  reference  to  the  exdtange  with 
Co  whoiii  tiioet  ibmpieri  wish  to  reiDit  the  doWaft : 
Ur  oaliriljr  talirBem  tho  Eumtan  ia  China  nnti  ihr 
in  Earofic,  or  ertrwhrrc ;    tney  liavc  no  reference 
to  the  faliie  of  the  money  among  tlie  natives* 
fSfWim  How  do  voo  get  at  the  pro6t  and  loss  on  these  wool1eii% 
cbe  woodens  are  sold  in  tales  ;  bow  do  you  turn  thoie 
\  orer  into  Endiih  money  ?— Tho  tale  k  a  nomfaial  value ; 
ii  DO  coin  Of  that  kind;  it  ii  a  weight  of  ailetr,  and  not 

D. 

571.  1^7  do  you  say  that  the  talc  varies  in  value  P-^^Thc 
Joe  of  money  timst  nr^ccasariJy  vnr)'  among  the  Chinese ;  hut 
in  the  exchange  of  the  dollar  at  Canton  have 
wlntefer  to  the  fluetuadoiis  in  the  value  of  money 
^tbeOiiiiese. 

575.  Are  not  those  woolleoi  always  sold  for  so  much  money  ? 
Jfhgf  ve  sold  nominally  in  talei< 

573w  Wtihotti  any  reference  to  the  retuni  in  taa?^CeftaifiTy ; 

th  not  a  bvter  traonction. 

S7A*  Are  they  generally  sold  to  difercnl  people  ?<~They  aiv 

roianti,  m  the  same  proportion  in  whjjiil 

Htrng  B»archaata  receive  our  woollens.    Tlie  tuppTyof 

,  0B  dm  pan  of  the  Hong  merchant,  it  proporttotied  to  the 

f  of  4wr  manufactures  which  he  taluia  from  us  :  and  that 

!  die  hrfwcrment  t/i  him  to  take  our  manufactures ;  because 

be  takes  of  our  goods  the  more  we  take  of  his  tea. 

II0  toA  ia  a  gaining  transaction  to  him* 

Miw  So  that,  although  not  really  a  barter,  it  is  in  e6bct  a 
bniir  ?-^o ;  bccmmm  we  take  ouich  more  of  tea  than  we  tell 

576.  Do  you  buy  tea  of  any  parties  to  whom  you  do  not  sefl 
oooficBf? — No;  we  buy  tea  oi  alt  the  Hong  merchants,  and 
«e  midl^  Bttwftcturrs  to  all  the  Hong  merchants,  The  quantity 
eydl  iboy  ia^  of  the  manufactures  bean  a  proportion  to  the 

ij  or  dldr  oontrmct  teas, 
$77.  Aee  the  pricea  of  the  contract  tens  hlglter  or  lower  gene* 
nllr  divi  that  of  the  lea  which  it  bought  upon  the  spot  ?  — Tlif 
HiMify  If  supertor,  and  dierelbre  the  price  is  higher. 


to 
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Martis^  23°  die  Fdmmrii,  1830. 

CHARLES   MARJORIBANKS,   Esq,  again  called  in  and 

examined. 

23  Feb.  1830.       578.  Cak  vou  state  the  |>rinie  cost  of  the  different  sorts  of  tea 

-7^         per  pound  paid  by  the  Company,  in  any  given  year^  at  Canton  ? 

CMar^enktf  — j  cannot  state  from  recollection  ;  but  the  Company's  hookji 

**'         from  China  will   distinctly    show  it.     The   cammon  price  of 

contract  congo  teas,  which  forma  the  hulk  of  the  investment,  is 

25,  26,  27,  28,  and  30  tales  per  pecul ;  that  is,  133  Jibs. 

579.  How  IS  that  price  settled ;  is  that  according  to  the  mar- 
ket  price  at  Canton,  or  according  to  a  contract  ? — TJiere  are 
three*  fifths  of  the  Company's  coiigo  teas  which  are  contracted  for 
with  the  Hong  merchants  in  the  previous  season  to  the  season 
in  which  they  are  delivered ;  and  two-fifths  of  the  congo  teas  con- 
sist of  old  teas  which  are  purchased  at  the  conclusion  of  the  season. 
These  teas  are  contracted  for  by  the  Hong  merchants  with  the  tea 
merchants,  the  particular  descriptions  of  teas  that  the  Company 
require  being  de8cri)>ed  to  them.  Upon  the  arrival  of  those 
teas  in  Canton  they  are  subjected  to  every  possible  scrutiny 
which  is  supposed  to  be  desirable,  to  ascertain  their  quality, 
when  the  pnces  given  for  them  are  established. 

580.  Upon  what  rule  are  the  prices  eslahlisbed  ? — Upon  'the 
quality  of  the  teas,  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  tea  inspectors. 

581.  Is  that  with  reference  to  the  price  in  the  market  at  Can- 
ton ?— Not  in  the  case  of  the  contract  teas. 

582.  For  what  length  of  time  are  the  contracts  generally 
entered  into  ?— *The  contracts  are  concluded  witli  the  Hong 
merchants  in  the  month  of  March  for  teas  to  be  delivered  in  the 
ensumg  season, 

583.  Is  it  then  an  annual  contract?— It  is  annually  made. 
584f.  Are  there  considerable  variations  in  the  contract  from 

year  to  year? — The  amount  quantity  varies  according  to  the 
varying  demand ;  the  prices  are  not  fixed  until  the  teas  are  de- 
livered, 

585.  Then  is  it  a  matter  of  agreement  between  the  tea  in- 
spectors and  the  Hong  merchants  what  the  price  of  the  tea 
shall  he  in  each  year  ? — ^Not  at  all.  It  is  a  matter  of  agreement 
between  the  Company's  Select  Committee  and  the  Hong  mer- 
chants. The  reports  of  the  tea  inspectors  are  made  to  the  Se- 
lect Committee:  tlie  members  of  tliat  Select  Committee  are 
present  in  the  Tea  Flail  where  those  examiJiations  take  place ; 
they  hear  the  reports  of  the  tea  inspectors,  and  are  principally 
guided  by  their  reports :  but  tlie  tea  mspector  has  nothing  what* 
ever  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  the  price  of  tea ;  that  rests  en- 
tirely with  tlie  Committee. 

586*  The  settlement  of  the  price  of  tea  is  an  annual  settle- 
ment ?->It  is  an  annual  settlement,  so  &r,  tliat  I  tlimk  I  stated 
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that  for  the  teas  of  •  certain  quality  and  certain  description,   33  Feb.  1830. 
certain  prices  were  giren.     Those  prices  were  not  determined  — - 

acora-ding  to  the  duuracter  of  the  tea  given  by  the  Hong  roer»  ^-^''rr'^ihamka^ 
chant,  but  accxwding  to  the  real  character  which  it  was  found  to  ''^* 

deserve  after  inspection. 

587.  Are  those  the  contract  teas  ? — The  contract  teas,  and 
ereiT  tem  that  comes  in  the  Company's  investment ;  tlie  price 
of  that  ia  not  established  by  any  old  standard,  but  by  the  red 
merits  of  the  tea  itself. 

588.  Ia  that  an  annual  settlement;  and  do  the  prices,  in 
point  of  ftcty  vary  much  from  year  to  year  ? — The  prices  do 
vny. 

589.  Do  they  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year  P^They 
•0  finr  vary,  that  in  some  seasons  we  have  a  very  good  supply  of 
teas,  and  in  other  seasons  an  inferior  supply;  and  in  those 
leasoosy  €)£  coarse,  the  price  paid  for  tliem  is  less. 

590.  Can  you  give  an  instance  of  the  variation  from  year  to 
year? — No,  I  cannot  charge  my  recollection ;  I  should  be  sorry 
to  meak  to  any  thing  which  can  be  shown  so  much  more  accu* 
nxeiy  by  printed  statements. 

591.  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  an  invariable  price  for  best, 
so  mvariable  price  for  moderate,  an  invariable  price  for  the  in- 
ferior sort  of  tea,  and  that  the  only  variation  in  die  price  is  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  which  the  best,  the  moderate,  and  the 
bferior  bear  to  each  other  when  they  are  brought  in? — If  I 
were  to  endeavour  to  give  the  characters  of  the  teas  employed 
in  China,  I  believe  they  would  not  be  intelligible  to  tliis  Com- 
mittee. The  terms  employed  are  found  useful  in  rating  the 
qualities  of  the  teas,  and  the  teas  that  arc  found  to  deser>'e  those 
characters  are  placed  under  them,  and  the  prices  given  for  them 
are  according  to  the  quality  which  it  is  found  tlie  tea  really 
possesses. 

592.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  an  invariable  price 
paid  year  by  year  for  the  same  quality  of  tea,  or  that  the  same 
qoality  may  one  year  with  another  fluctuate  in  its  price  ? — lliat 
applies  to  some  of  the  teas,  but  not  to  all. 

598.  Win  you  state  to  what  teas  that  does  not  apply  ?— The 
question  is  in  some  respects  complex  ;  as  the  teas  which  are 
porchaaed  as  winter  teas  are  received  by  different  standards 
from  the  teas  which  are  purchased  under  contract  Those 
general  questions  do  not  apply  to  the  tea  investment 
generally. 

594.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  names  of  the  leas,  and 
the  average  amoont  of  the  teas  which  are  subject  to  that  con- 
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23  Ftb,  1B30.  tractt  and  which  are  excluded  from  it  ? — Congo  as  well  as  twankay 
": —         teas.     The  part  of  the  investment  consisting  of  contract  congo 
C  Maf^ribanks,  -^  ^^^^  120,000  chests  annually. 

595.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  con  go  tea  ? — It  is  a  remarkably 
good  black  tea.  But  congo  is  a  general  term ;  there  are  several 
different  classes  of  Congo. 

596.  What  may  be  the  average  export  of  con  go  tea  from 
Canton  on  the  part  of  the  Company  ?^ — Upwards  of  200,000 
chests.  But  this  is  not  all  contract  congo ;  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  that  winter  congo» 

597.  Wh&t  proportion  would  the  winter  congo  bear  to  the 
contract  congo  ? — The  winter  purchases  of  the  Company  are, 
I  think,  from  90*000  to  100,000  chests. 

598.  With  respect  tobohea,  what  proportion  does  the  contract 
tea  of  the  sort  called  bohea  bear  to  the  winter  bohea  ? — There 
is  no  winter  bohea.  The  bohea  tea  is  a  lower  description  of  tea, 
which  is  used  as  a  flooring  for  the  Company's  ships ;  the  pro- 
portion of  that  to  the  general  investment  ii  very  small  I  am 
unwilling  to  state  tlie  proportion,  unless  I  could  state  it  perfectly 
accurate  ;  but  it  is  proportionably  small. 

599.  Is  not  the  bohea  tea  commonly  estimated  at  about  9^.  a 
pound  in  the  prime  cost? — We  buy  it  at  from  14  to  17  tales  a 
pecuL 

000.  What  is  tlie  price  of  congo  tea  paid  by  the  Company? 
— At  present  the  Company's  price  b  at  25,  26,  27,  28,  and  SO 

tales  per  pccul. 

60L  Do  you  speak  of  the  tale  at  6j,  Sd.? — I  speak  with  re- 
ference to  the  conventional  value  of  the  tale  at  dr.  8rf. ;  but  I 
do  not  consider  the  tale  to  have  that  value.  I  should  say,  in 
explanation  of  the  value  of  a  tale,  that  I  believe  if  a  tale  weight 
of  dollar  silver  were  melted  down,  and  6s*  of  English  money 
were  also  melted  down,  that  tliey  would  yield  nearly  equal 
parts  of  pure  silver ;  which,  according  to  tliat  estimate,  would 
not  give  the  tale  at  more  than  6s.  as  compared  with  English 
money. 

602.  Can  you  state  the  proportion  that  the  port  charges  at 
Canton  would  bear  upon  a  pecul  of  bohea  tea  ?— No,  I  cannot 
from  recollection. 

603.  Can  you  state  at  what  rate  bohea  tea  is  put  up  here?— 
I  only  know  from  the  papers  before  Parliament ;  I  have  no  per- 
sonal experience  of  the  India- House  sales.  With  respect  to 
the  prices  of  congo  tea,  I  may  state  that  in  the  year  1825  the 
Company's  prices  of  congo  teas  were  reduced  one  tale  per 
pecul  upon  every  class  of  teas ;  and  the  result  of  that  was,  a 
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mnng  upoD  the  CoBptDj'smvMtinent  of  about  £90,(XK)tterlm^  23  P«b.  183«. 
per  aoDom.  «— 

dOi.  Did  the  nine  reduction  in  price  take  place  in  other         £^§7 
i;  bobea  for  instance ?->Not  at  that  period. 


605.  Sobae^ently  did  a  fall  in  price  take  place  in  bohea 
teat  ?— The  price  hat  varied,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  precite 


606w  Can  you  state  the  prime  cost  of  souchong  tea? — SO,  SSL 
S4,  96,  S8,  40  tales  per  pecul. 

607.  Are  there  an^  copies  kept  of  the  accounu  sent  home 
by  the  Select  Committee  ? — All  accounts  with  reference  to  the 
Companys  purchases  are  regularly  sent  home. 

608L.  Can  you  state  what  the  Canton  charges  consist  of  ?— 
The  cfaargea  for  the  establishment  of  the  Factory,  the  Factory 
rent,  the  wages  of  Chinese  in  the  Company  employ,  and  there 
are  certmin  oiarges  on  merchandise  which  enter  also  to  some 
amount  into  these  charges,  boat-hire  to  carry  teas  to  the  ships, 
lioguiat's  fees,  marking  Company's  chests.  Sec. 

609.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  them  in  any  one  year  ? — I 
diink  the  charges  I  speak  of  generally  amount  to  i^ut  100,000 

610.  Is  not  the  tea  taken  from  the  Hong  merchants,  who 
receive  English  goods  in  return,  upon  certain  shares  of  which 
the  Hong  merchants  have  a  certain  quantity  ? — The  Company's 
business  is  divided  into  twentv-one  shares,  which  are  appor* 
tioned  differently  amongst  the  different  Hong  merchants.  The 
ooantities  of  teas  supplied  by  them  upon  contract  is  in  proper- 
ticm  to  those  shares. 

611.  Are  not  the  English  manufactured  ^oods,  which  thcv 
receive  in  return,  also  apportioned  in  certain  shares  ? — With 
the  greater  part  of  the  woollens  that  is  the  case. 

612.  Is  it  the  fact,  then,  that  each  merchant  who  has  a  certain 
proportion  of  this  trade  delivers  a  certain  quantity  of  tea,  and 
receives  a  certain  quantity  of  goods  ? — No,  I  did  not  sute  it  in 
those  terms. 

613.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  share 
which  any  one  individual  has  had  in  furnishing  tea  to  the  Com- 
pany ? — I  can  state  what  the  shares  of  the  merchants  are.  The 
senior  merchant  has  four  of  the  twenty-one  shares,  the  next 
four  in  succession  have  three,  and  the  remaining  two  merchants 
have  two  and  a  half  shares  each. 

614.  What  is  the  amount  of  a  share  ? — It  depends  upon  the 
.  extent  of  the  i 


23  Feb,  1830. 
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615.  Is  it  equally  divided  according  to  the  investment  of  the 
year? — The  Company's  business  is  divided  into  twenty-one 
shares,  apportioned  as  I  have  stated. 

616.  Do  the  Hong  merchants  that  furnish  this  tea  al!  of 
them  receive  a  certain  quantity  of  woollens  or  other  articles 
imported  by  the  Company  into  Canton  ? — No ;  all  the  imports 
are  not  regulated  in  the  same  way.  They  have  received  the 
greater  proportion  of  Company's  woollens  according  to  their 
shares  for  a  distinct  and  decided  reason*  that  the  merchanta 
have  always  complained  that  the  woollens  which  they  have 
received  have  been  no  gain  to  them,  and  on  some  occasions  a 
loss ;  therefore  it  has  been  considered  equitable  that  the  roer- 
chants  who  have  the  largest  portion  of  the  teas  received  from 
them,  should  take  in  return  the  largest  proportion  of  British 
manufactured  goods. 

617.  In  point  of  fact,  each  individual  having  a  share  of  the 
tea  trade  docs  receive  a  certain  proportion  of  woollens  from  the 
Company  ?^ — He  receives  his  proportion  according  to  the  pro- 
portions I  have  stated, 

618.  In  the  settlement  of  the  account  between  the  Company 
and  those  individuals  so  furnisiiing  a  portion  of  the  tea  and  re- 
ceiving a  portion  of  woollens,  how  is  it  conducted? — It  is  con- 
ducted upon  the  same  principle  as  other  mercantile  transactions. 
ITie  merchants,  who  deliver  more  in  value  than  they  receive, 
have  the  balance  paid  to  them. 

619.  But  the  one,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  set  off  against  the  other? 
— Not  always :  generally  speaking  it  is  so.  There  have  been 
sometimes  importations  on  the  Company's  account  at  the  period 
when  no  teas  have  been  received.  Of  course,  the  merchants 
who  have  received  the  goods  as  imported  would  be  required 
to  pay  the  amount  value  of  them  into  the  Company's  trea- 
sury. 

620.  In  all  those  cases  in  which  there  have  been  accounts  on 
both  sides  between  the  Hong  merchants  and  the  supercargoes 
and  woollens,  a  balance  is  struck  between  them,  estimating  the 
woollens  at  a  given  price,  and  the  tea  at  a  given  price? — I 
scarcely  understand  the  question.  The  trade,  in  cases  where 
goods  are  received  and  delivered,  is  conducted  on  similar  prin- 
ciples to  tliose  applying  to  mercantile  transactions  all  over 
the  world — the  debtor  and  creditor  account  is  settled  between 
the  parties, 

621.  In  what  way  is  the  vafue  of  the  woollens  estimated  by 
the  supercargoes  ? — Tliey  receive  information  as  to  prices  of  the 
woollens  in  the  markets  of  China  from  the  Hong  merchant^i,  as 
well  as  from  other  sources  which  are  open  to  them.    Though 
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die  Cooipttiy**  wenrmaiM  are  oonfined  io  their  commercial  trans-  S3  Feb.  lait. 
actioos  to  the  Hong  merchants*  their  ears  are  open  to  informa-         ■— ; 
tion  firom  every  quarter  which  may  be  considered  one  of  inteUi-  ^'•i^»^j^*««*»f 
gsBoe.    They  are  aware  of  the  sUte  of  the  China  market  for         ^ 
wooUena  and  any  other  description  of  goods. 

622.  la  the  ndue  of  woollens  settled  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee upon  sudi  evidence  as  they  obtain  ? — It  is  adjusted  b^ 
tveen  them  and  the  Hon^  merchants.  The  Hong  merchanta 
have  frequently  been  requued  to  receive  woollens,  when  they 
have  maae  very  serious  objections  to  it. 

62S.  Are  any  of  those  woollens  ever  sold  by  the  Company  to 
any  other  parties  than  the  Hong  merchants  ? — I  think  not.  A 
SBudl  experimental  consignment  of  some  goods  may,  upon  lome 
occasion*  have  been  sold  to  loroe  other  person,  but  the  com- 
mercial transactions  of  the  Company  in  buying  and  selling  are 
confined  to  the  Hong  merchants. 

624w  Then  it  follows,  that  tlie  price  settled  between  the 
fopercargoea  and  the  Hong  merchants  must  be  a  price  which  is 
obtained  from  information  about  the  market,  and  not  from 
actual  dealings  in  the  market  on  the  part  of  the  supercargoes?— 
The  supercargoes  do  not  go  into  the  retail  market'  to  lell  the 
cbth,  but  they  receive  information  from  every  source  which  is 
open  to  them,  and  according  to  their  information  they  are 
guided  in  the  adjustment  of  prices.  I  believe  the  supcrcarvoea 
have  equal  means  of  obtaining  general  information  in  China 
with  other  persons. 


i  question  which  involves  the  word  monopoly^  

perKms  give  different  significations.    The  Company *ii  is  a  mo- 
nopoly in  some  respects  and  not  in  others. 

626.  In  what  respect  is  the  Company's  trade  with  China  not 
s monopoly? — British  ships  from  every  port  in  Asia  are  per- 
mitted  to  arrive  in  China.  The  Company  have  allowed  British 
merdiants  to  remain  in  China,  with  and  without  the  diplomas  of 
foreign  consols ;  they  have  given  every  encouragement  to  British 
commerce  in  China.  There  are  very  numerous  instances  which 
can  be  stated,  where  the  Company  has  not  what  is  called  a 
monopoly  in  an  invidious  sense  of  the  word.  I  conceive,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Company,  the  British  trade  generally  at 
Canton  has  originated  and  has  l>een  preserved. 

627.  Then,  so  fiur  as  the  free  trade  is  concerned,  is  there  not 
a  nsooopoly  on  the  part  of  the  East-India  Company  for  the 
export  of  teas  to  all  parts  of  the  British  possessions  ^ — Tliere 
afe  powers  vested  in  the  Company  by  acts  of  tlic  Legislature, 
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29  Feb.  IB30.  (o  trade  exclusively  from  the  dominions  of  tlie  Emperor  of 
-7-7         China  in  tea.     The  Companyi   however,  give  tea  licences  to 

CMat^banh,  country  ships,  which  proceed  to  different  ports  in  Asia,  to  carry 
'*"'  teas  there  for  the  constiraption  of  those  ports :  in  t!iese»  New 
South  Wales  is  included,  I  may  state,  with  regard  to  the  word 
*'  monopoly/'  that  since  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Chin a«  1 
have  never  known  a  Company's  servant  there  to  show  the  least 
wish  unnecessarily  to  restrict  the  limits  of  British  commerce^  or 
to  interfere  with  the  fair  trader,  as  long  as  he  conducted  himself 
in  a  manner  that  could  not  endanger  (he  general  trade  in 
Canton. 

628,  By  whom  are  the  licences  to  export  tea  from  Canton  to 
India  given? — By  the  Select  Committee. 

629,  Is  not  also  the  furnishing  woollens  to  the  Hong  mer- 
chants a  trade  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  in  so 
far  as  that  can  be  carried  on  by  Britons  ? — No ;  they  allow  their 
captains  and  officers  to  import  woollens  into  China,  and  I  know 
DO  prohihition  against  their  being  imported  into  China  in 
country  ships* 

630,  Is  not  there  a  prohihition  of  the  export  of  woollens  ? — I 
do  not  understand  the  question. 

631-  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  they  were  proliibited  hy  the  Eng* 
llshlaw?— I  am  not  accurately  acquainted  with  the  provisions 
of  the  English  law*  I  do  not  imagine  that  the  Company  ever 
exercise  any  power  which  is  not  vested  in  them  by  the  Lcgii^la* 
Cure.  I  do  not  rememher  that  their  representatives  in  China 
interfered  in  the  importations  of  private  ships^ 

632.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  tonnage  allowed  to  the 
officers  of  the  East-India  Company  to  export  goods  from 
England  or  India  to  Canton  ? — I  can  only  speak  from  recollec- 
tion of  wliat  can  he  much  more  accurately  shown  hy  documents ; 
but  I  think  tlie  Company  allow  their  officers  two-fiflhs  of  the 
ships*  tonnage  upon  their  own  account,  from  port  to  port  in 
India.  I  do  not  remember  the  precise  amount  of  tonnage 
granted  to  the  commanders  of  direct  ships ;  but  the  Company*^ 
direct  ships  rarely  go  out  with  full  cargoes ;  and  no  refusal  is,  I 
believe,  given  by  the  Company  to  officers  exporting  any  goods 
upon  their  own  account,  which  they  niay  he  desirous  of 
doing. 

633.  Can  you  state  the  actual  price  at  which  cloth  of  difTercnt 
descnptions  was  sold  to  the  Hong  merchants,  in  any  given 
year,  by  the  supercargoes  ? — I  must  plead  defect  of  memory 
on  those  subjects;  those  statements  are  ail  regularly  sent 
liomc. 
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6Si.  Can  700  finiih  diat  ttatcment  to  the  Committee?'-!  9S  Feb.  100. 
cm  do  M>.  "7-^ 

Mft.  Hsve  the  Compenj  exported  toy  cottoo-yarn  to  ChiiMl  i^^ 
widm  the  last  fiev  jcara?«»Tlie  exports  of  cottoo-jani  la 
Canfon  the  year  I  left  China  had  been  very  linuted.  The  Com- 
pany mqioffted  cotton-yam  at  an  experimental  conognment :  hot 
itwaa  only  withm  the  hut  two  yean  that  it  hat  been  introdnoal 
mto  Chinn.  I  may  refar  the  Conraiittee  to  a  general  ttatemeat 
of  Britiah  trade  at  Canton.  I  have  here  a  Statement  of  BrUUi  • 
tmde  at  the  port  of  Canton  ibr  the  year  ending  the  SOth  of  Jmm 
1888,  wliicfa  ihows  the  predie  amount  of  the  trade  on  the  Com- 
pany's and  private  account. 

[The  wihteiidelivend m  themme.] 
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CORRECTED  STATEMENT  of  the  BRITISH  TRADE  at  the 
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2:1  Feb.  1830.       636.  Does  tliat  show  die  quantiiy  of  cotton-yam  Imported? 

— There  is  cotton-yam  imported  on  private  account  in  this  year 

CMarJorHmiikt,  (^  ^^^  amount  of  14,000  dollars. 

Esq, 

6S7,  Does  the  private  trade  include  the  trade  of  the  Com- 
pany's officers?— It  does. 

6HS.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  cotton-yarn  imported  in 
the  subsequent  year? — I  can  furnish  the  Committee  with  it,  but 
I  have  it  not  with  me* 

639.  Do  you  know  what  the  numbers  were  of  the  cotton  yam 
that  were  exported  ? — I  do  not  remember  the  precise  numbers, 
but  tlie  Chinese  objected  to  very  fine  descriptions  of  cotton* 
yam,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not  work  it  up  in  their  cloths. 

64^.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  account  of  the  cotton 
piece-goods  imported? — ^In  the  year  1828,  it  is  given  to  the 
amount  of  66,487  dollars, 

641.  You  stated  that  the  Ilong  merchants  take  a  certain  pro* 
portion  of  the  Company *s  woollens  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  tea  furnished :  is  the  contract  for  taking  the  woollens  made 
at  the  same  time  with  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  tea? — The 
price  of  the  woollens  is  settled  at  the  period  at  which  the  woollens 
are  delivered  to  the  merchants ;  the  contract  for  the  teas  is 
made  ihe  year  previously,  atid  the  prices  adjusted  when  the  teas 
are  delivered* 

642.  The  contract  for  the  price  of  teas  is  not  made  at  the 
sjime  time  with  the  contract  for  the  price  of  woollens  ?— The 
prices  of  teas  and  the  prices  of  woollens  have  no  reference  to 
eacli  other  ;  they  are  established  separately. 

643.  Does  raw  or  manufactured  produce  find  the  best  market 
at  Canton  ? — Raw  produce,  generally  speaking. 

644.  Is  that  because  the  Chinese  government  wishes  to  pro- 
tect its  own  manufactures  ? — 1  conceive  the  Chinese  government 
have  a  disposition  to  protect  their  native  industry  and  their  own 
manufactures.  I  should  be  led  to  draw  that  conclusion  from  the 
very  high  duty  which  is  placed  upon  the  article  of  camlets,  the 
sale  price  of  which  in  China  is  generally  about  40  dollars,  and 
the  duty  upon  it  is  18  dollars,  being  nearly  50  per  cent,  upon 
the  sale  value.  The  camlet  is  the  nearest  approximation  to  their 
silk  manufactures*  We  do  not  possess  the  same  power  over  the 
Chinese  as  we  do  over  our  Indian  empire.  We  have  excluded 
the  manufactures  of  India  from  England  by  high  prohibitory 
duties,  and  given  every  encouragement  to  the  introduction  of 
our  own  manufactures  into  India.  5y  a  selfish  (I  use  the  word 
not  invidiously)  policy,  w^e  have  beat  down  the  native  manufac- 
turers of  Dacca  and  other  places,  and  have  inundated  their 
country  with  our  own  goods*  We  do  not  possess  the  same  power 
over  China ;  we  may  exclude  their  manufactures  by  high  duties, 
but  we  cannot  compel  the  Chinese  to  receive  ours  on  our  own 
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M&  Oo  the  Ctnoeie  object  to  the  Kngljah  caUooia  m  not 
^mtttf  flmHe  witb  tlwif  own  ?--Vea,  th«nf  oooaUar  them  nofa 

64ft.  Af^tkM^cafdoiafbqoaiilJyiaiiifaMiiitaiJiecoi^^ 
— ^VcTf    frequcatlj,  from  the  very  liigh  iiuly  aiid  ooii»tic|tieiil 

M7.  Are  you  acquaioird  with  the  manufactuiTfi  oUicoca  of 
loAi? — ^1  have  leeii  them. 

616.  Are  ihey  not  auperlor  b  pobt  of  imngfli  lo  Ibota 
mre  ocpottod  fhim  this  cottocry  ? — I  caimol  i^Mk  to  that 


L  You  have  vtated,  tliat  the  aaiumcd  value  of  the  tale  by 
laiGa  Compony  ii  6#,  fW* ,  cmn  ^ou  stale  what  ia  llio 
friJae  of  the  tale  by  tlie  AAicmmoiP^AIl  the  Awa 
ami  «alri  are  contlacted  in  dotlan  and  centi,  wilh- 
10  the*  lak* 

cainletBt  wliat  otfier  oitidoa  of  Britkb  omuri* 

«re  iid>j#ct  to  duty  io  CTIiina  ?— All  ortielea.     I  wpmk  of 

m§  btiog  lubjcct  to  an  emtmtmlinar^  h%h  duty ;  and  I 

for  tfmt  by  its  being  a  nearer  approximatton  to  ti&ctr  iilk 

,_xttfroa  tluui    any  other    article  of  Bhtiah  nuuiuftcture 

I  ia  imported  into  China. 

U  la  tlie  dii^  tipofi  calioo  what  you  would  call  a  high  duty> 

nahroiicc  to  the  duty  upon  camlit^t  for  initam^?— >No; 

il^  oci  cemldf  ia  li^er  tn  point  of  rrhitivc  vnluc. 

t  How   ia   New  South  Wales   nupplicd   with   tea? — By 

wbick  are  eranted  by  ilie  Select  Committee  in  Chinm 

m  ainpa  wUcE  carry  %em  to  New  SouiJi  Walea. 

Ia  it  a  direct  trade.    Have  yoe  a  li«t  of  Chmeae  dutiea? 

gewady  a  ilimeC  tsede*  mou^h  lometimea  the  aUpa 

Betaivla.     I  have  hart  a  list  of  ChineKc  duties  said  l4>  oc 

\  by  tlbe  Hoosmerdiants  on  goodii  tmnortcd  into  Canton. 

K  cUa  Ihc  of  dutiea  to  be  compik'd  frum  as  accurate 

ea  poedUe-    I  have  beard  private  British  marclMyita 

i  m  cimCoD  dedara  tbe  very  greet  dtHcultY  tbey  bed  In 

;  tbe  aepsrecy  of  the  Cfhincse  dutiea.     I  beg  to  state 

^  of  dutiea  waa  acquirrd  efitirrty  for  my  own  private 

with  no  view  to  laying  It  before  a  Committee  of 
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I  Jib  Mliiasi  dtiivertd  im  the  samt^  w^ich  wtu  read  mJoUamt :) 
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Estimated  LIST  of  DUTIES  charged  1^  the  Hong  Merchante  on  Goodi 
iinp4>rted  into  Canton. 


Cotton-.'*'"' 

BwmUI  wood 

Bbck  vood  or  ebony* ' 
JSfWD wood  •*«♦«••♦•< 
CanipliaTt  Utiort  -*• 

M 

Ollbanum - 

Putdiuck ...,**> 

Mrfrti 

Cmtdi* 

Tortolaahell    • 

Klephwiu' Tfcih    •** 

I  Rhmocnrot' boTM  ->« 
>do.    *-.^**.- 

I  Mottwr-af-pmrl  tlicOt 
Btnir  nnti,  IH  *on  • 

ad  

BkhodoMu  *.>..-. 

I  Sbarkflitf  *.*..* 

,  ¥kh  tnmwi • 

lUttftM « 

E«ppw "••• 

NutiMfi  .**.**»*... 

Tin 

Iron' 


t.  IN. 

1  au 


1  ff 

»  I 

0  4 

0  6 
109  9 

1  9 
1 


0    0 


l2S".. 


Stael 

QukKflaveE ....,..«*. 

AiDber,  larM ......4. 

Conktbnds  -I!. !'!.-!♦"" 

BnuK}i«  Ictiort .*« 

»d  .- * 

3d 

Coiitcni  tuDdkerchleri,  lArge 


LoflgdotfUt  lit  ftOft  • 

2d   ..... 

firotdcloth*     '•••.'< 

Cwmlet.  Engltftti. ••  • 
Dutch    .  .♦< 


5c&r1«t  cuuln^  - 
B«(>!i^WU(    ■  ■ 

iMnd  mter  tklot  • 


Sttotlcr  iklm- 
Rabbit  ikln*.< 
BeaY«r«kJiit>< 
GlilMnc...*. 

CitdbMT 

Cochinml  •*. 


0 
0 
5 
4 
I 
O 

ii 

1    4 

19    4 

»i 

13    4 

«   7 
0  0 

0    0 

n  « 

0  9 

o  6 

0  4 

0  8 

1  4 

0  9 

«  n 

1  7 

1   e 

1  3 

0  4 

«  1 

10  9 

0  9 

1  9 


0 

0  14 

0    3 

.    0    * 
I  36    a 

B 
P  14 


8    8 
0 

3^ 
t-40 
9-A6 
1-^ 
0 
..  0 
0  U  lO'TS 

0  ft  7-60 
9    6    8 

1  19  <HB 
8  d  I'M 
4    9   IHO 

0  9  irta 

1  10    0 

0  4  9*44 
079^ 
0  II   9^ 

0  9  wm 

0    6    6'64 

0  9    7*68 

1  18    8^0 

I  9  i-T* 
0  n  3<i9 

0  1  10-40 

0  8    7-90 

0  4    6-flD 

0  4    8*18 


cacti 
ditto 
picct 
ditto 


ditto  ." 

ditto  >*• 

ditto  *.. 

ditto  -. 

ditto  •  * . 

SlOO'*- 

tto  ••• 


I  ditto 

ditto  '.• 
i  vpwnil. 
.  ditto  ••> 

dftto   •*• 


tlSi 

9    ft  9<<4 

44    ft  IH« 

44    3  ftiM 

98  11  ftHH 

4    9  ft-Oft 

ft  f-m 

0  9*40 

0  t-so 

4  fti5t) 

1  11-20 
4  6-94 
9  8'48 
9  7'9© 
9  10-08 
1  9^ 
0  ft«0 

0  U  11-90 
019  0^ 
0  i  9« 
0  3  »0I 
9  0  9^ 
16  8  0 
0  1  IIHO 
0  19  10-38 


vmiii 


N.B.— Tht  China  nim  are  reduced  Into  tterllng  at  8f .  Od:  per  ta]ii»    TIm  covid  li  iqiiil  to 
l£i  IndiM:  aud  the  pecul  to  1331  pounda  avolTdupol*. 

634,  Could  you>  from  an  inspection  of  this  document*  state 
to  the  Committee  the  amount  per  cent*  of  tlie  duties  upon  the 
value  of  any  of  these  articles  ? — I  can  have  it  rated,  but  I  could 
not  immediately  state  it, 

655.  Are  those  fixed  duties,  or  do  they  vary  in  different 
years  ? — We  have  been    told    sometimes  that  tlie  duties  are 
charged  differently.     Every  foreign  trader  has  been  desirou 
paying  his  own  duties,  but  that  has  always  been  prohibit 
It  was  among  the  requisitionB  made  by  Lord  Macartney  of  1 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  or  xiit  IIOUSK  OP  COMMONS. 
pTioennr  of  CwitOD»  but  wat  then,  and  has  been  ftibtetiuciiilj,   ts  FcK  liii^ 

65&.  Has  tlie  duly  upcNi  camleia  varied  matcrUk  in  your  ^        r- 
k?-Ilhiiiktliatfiaireiiiai]iisdft4wtilTatUitrmtcor 
_  ^^..jaaD  doUan  per  piace. 

M7.  Nolviilialiwiiiii  lltb  high  dtsl^,  ii  thate  nnadi  iismmd 
BT  Aamao  Cluiw?— Incre  ii  a  oon«dtrabie  d^ttand.    Ibe- 
'    iHuam  article  in  which  imugi^lia^  haj  taken  place  lo  a 
extentt  Itom  the   lemputioa  which  a  high  duly  dwaya 

€5%.^  Can  you  gfre  the  CommUice  any  idea  of  tlie  quaollty 
*  eti  tmt  hju  been  imported  by  the  Eiit-lAdia  Company 
ilia  ?    It  ii  Btated  in  the  Returns^ 

Am  tlia  Committee  to  undeniAud,  that  the  whole  of 

iaa  thai  are  piudi  are  paid  bjr  the  Hung  mcrc^umii  upon 

rilw^^0i>^li  ^  which  tliey  go  iecurUy  ?— Tlie  Hong  merchanti 

e  reapotiaible  for  all  dutict  upon  forclen  tra<ie.    With  rcgmrd 

the  pers<m«  who  deal  outaidc  of  tht*  Hotig,  their  dutlei  can 

ly  be  paid  through  the  Hong  merchants. 

MQ.  llaire  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that,  in  any  in»tance» 
IW  dutliHi  Pftid  by  one  merchant  arc  higher  or  lower  than  the 
paid  by  another?  or  U  there  any  ojHning  for  any  barnin 
wilb  w^Mpcd  to  the  amount  o£  duties  ?—  Not  to  my  knowleq^ ; 
I  ifa0ald  be  aorry  to  tay  that  it  were  otherwise,  from  the  cor^ 
fnpl  neticre  of  the  Chineae  government. 

Ml*  To  what,  theoi  do  you  ascribe  the  anxiety  you  state  to 
[Ittve  been  evinced  by  individual  merchanta  to  pay  the  amount 
owTi  duties  f — It  waa  from  a  wiih  to  ascertain  pneiaelr 
unt,  anil  how  far  tbey  eooM  rt]y  upon  tliat  amooill  witn 
i  fiew  to  ^ture  importationi. 
6S8*  Doea  ool  the  aecreay  which  ii  observed  with  reapact  to 
at  of  duliee  make  it  always  open  to  the  government 
demand  more   or  less  from  one  merchant  than  ano- 
r  ?— I  do  not  know   that  this  has   ever  taken  plact*.     Tlie 
~  i  between  the  Chinese   and  foreigners  has  alwayi  been» 
Chmcae  have  endeavoured  to  keep   the  control  of  the 
in  their  own  bands ;  and  but  for  tlus  intervention  of  the 
fmny,  I  conceive  that  the  restriction  would  have  been  infi- 
ralricter  than  it  ta  now. 

If  appeara  that  the  importation  of  camlets  has  dccreoJted 

biy  in  each  year  ;  can  you  state  any  rtaaon  for  that? 

-A  good  many  Dutch  camlets  have  been  imported  by  Dutch 

\ ;  and  camlets  have  also  been  imported  on  private  account. 

Haa  not  the  smuggling  trade  in  ciunlets  increased  ?—^ 

t  smuggling  trade  in  c\cry  article  has  increased  within  my 

to  a  very  great  extent* 

gfiS*  Haa  tt  iodeaaed  chicHy  in  tiioae  artklea  on  which  the 


23Ft4>.  1830.  duties  are   highest? — It  has  increased 

-7—         which  there  is  a  prohibition. 
C..Va^^6fln4^f,      666.  Of  the  rated  articles,  must  not  tlie  tendency  of  the 
H  smuggling  trade  be   to  increase  tnosl   in  those  articles  upon 

^^  which  the  duty  is  highest  ? — Certainly. 

^m  667,  Is  not   the  duty   upon  camlets  high? — Yes;    I  have 

^B  stated  it  to  be  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  sale  price, 

^m  668.  Therefore  may  it  not  be  presumed  that  the  smuggling 

^M  trade  in  camlets  has  increased  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  anj  cer- 

^^^^-  tain  knowledge  of  its  increase. 

^^^B  669.  How  many  Hong  merchants  are  there? — Seven, 

^^^H  570.  That  Is  a  lower  number  tlian  formerly   existed^  is  it 

^^^^1  not? — Within  my  recollection  I  think  ther<^  have  been  seven^ 

^^^^1  eight,  nine,  ten,  and  eleven. 

^^^V  671.  What  causes  have  led  to  the  diminution  of  the  number 

^F  of  Hong  merchants  ? — Bankruptcies  among  them* 

^^  672,  How  do  the  seven  existing  Hong  merchants  stand  now 

with  respect  to  property  ?-^  How  qua,  the  senior  merchant,  is  a 
man  of  very  large  property*  The  second  in  the  Hong*  Mow- 
qua,  has  been  a  man  of  large  property,  but  be  is  of  more 
questionable  property  now ;  I  consider  him  still  to  be  a  very 
sufficient  merchant.  Ptiankhequa  and  Chunqua  are  both  men 
of  opulence.  I  should  say  the  same  of  Goqua.  Kinqua  and 
Fatqua^  the  two  juniors,  I  believe  to  be  poor  men,  and  indiffe- 
rent merchants* 

673.  Have  yon  known  any  connexion  existing  between  the 
I                          outside  merchants  and    the   Hong  merchants,  by  w^hicli    the 

capita]  obtained  of  the  outside  merchants  is  brought  to  support 
the  lower  class  of  Hong  merchants? — I  believe  that  exists. 

674.  Is  not  Dr,  Morrison  the  interpreter  of  the  Company  ? 
—He  is- 

675.  ts  he  not  also  the  editor  of  the  Canton  Register  ? — No, 
I  believe  not 

676.  Is  he  a  proprietor  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

677.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  statements  of  commerce 
which  are  contained  in  the  Canton  Register ? — I  have  seen 
them,, 

678.  As  far  as  they  have  come  within  your  information,  do 
they  contain  accounts  upon  which  reliance  can  be  placed  ? —   ' 
Sometimes  the  information  in  them  is  correct,  and  sometimes 
incorrect.   The  Canton  Register  is  like  other  newspapers  in 
this  respect* 

679.  Do  the  Hong  mercliants  make  any  objection  to  enter- 
ing into  security  for  the  American  ships? — Tlie  Hong  mer- 
dianU  have  invariably  declared  their  preference  to  being 
security  for  die  Company's  ships ;  I  hey  wish  to  refrain  from 
being  security  for  other  ships.     I   have  understood  that  the 
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upon  ocGMMMi,  codd  oolj  ^  Uoof  iiwdittiti  m  nwkh.  iidtw 

OTtf jr  for  the  ihipt  by  ^^9milg  lA  csrry  oo  ibdr        

tnuactiocM  wjih  thent.  rHag  >#■!%  | 

<if  fact*  do  Doi  tlir  Hofi^  oarrduwu  btcaoM         ^^ 


Ini 

te  a  very  coaikfenble  iiimibi?r  of  Atncriaui  iIiib*.  €36* 
Ikirty  b  ft  fwuf^E^my  iliip  iliAt  Mrivci  tt  Caaiea 
~^im  mml  hm  §ecunty  for.     The  Ajncricmii 
hftnr  be«ti  below  thirty  in   numUcr;  only 
•8|  and  below  thai  numberi  I  believe,  in  the  tub- 


cihu 


Me  jtan 


ytmr. 


661. 


Im  tbrre  eoj  aiklitioital  charge  maile  by  the  Horn  wm^ 
ipoo  die  Anerican  ihip,  not  made  upon  tin*  DritiitTi  Ahfi^, 
c»i  itteaeuia  Ibe  ui<Ii«poeitioii  of  the  Hong  mt.Tc}uini  to 
usemitf  £>r  the  one  at  oomparad  with  the  other  ? — 
I  bave  tiatedt  1  tlncik«  in  loiiia  ncaeure  aniwen   tba 
I  have  known  tnitaocaa  wbcrc  the  Hong  OMr» 
i  hara  declined  being  secttrity  fiir  ibe   American  th^ 
iha  i^Htta  of  tboea  ibina  agree  to  trade  with  them.     I 
Kt  aSbrded  the  Hong  nerchania  an  opportuoitj  of 
\  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  American  thipe. 
Where  a  Uoof  merchaoi  becoinet  tecunty  lor   iho 
r'e  tbip,  doea  ool  the  trade  of  tliat  ihtp  necciwirily 
\  to  the  Hong  merchant  ?^Not  at  all* 
089^  to  the  one  in  which  the  trade  of  a  Britiah  ship  does  not 
fh  the  Uosy  mercbantf  tt  it  not  an  arnrngementi  with 
a  aadpcnaiafiQo  of  the  Hong  merchant,  tnat  the  trade 
1  oa  with  an  outride  merchant  ?—tf  the  fooda  are  ihi|H 
ImI  flom  Caoloiiv  they  can  only  be  shipped  Ifom  the ' 
fwmm  of  a  Hoag  merchant,  therefore  it  muit  be  with  hU  i 
The  iunior  merdianta.  the  poorer  merchanti^  hare  1 
noft  oiqioied  to  permit  such  shipments  ;  they  have  i 

mraont  with  the  outside  men*  which  have  been  very 
to  themtelvei,  and  litjurioui  to  tlie  trade  generally. 
Are  the  huitancet  numeroui,  in  wliich  you  have.  In  your 
'iMNra  the  Hoof  merchants  to  refute  becoming 
■iity  fiv  the  American  ilups  ?— Tlie  Hong  merchaDtt  did 
;  rc&ie  to  become  aecurity  ;  but  the^  showed  an  mdiiporitioii 
cona  aacufity*  which  indispoeition  did  not  extenu  to  the 
of  Aa  Company* 
666.  How  did  Lliey  evince  that  indbpoeition  ? — By  in  some 
rec|uinngt  I  have  been  told,  an  indemnity  bond  of  the 
or  tupercaigo  of  the  ve»iwl ;  by  the  Hong  merchant 
_  I  in  tome  tijitances,  that  he  ihould  be  dealt  with  ,in 
rdferwicr  to  any  other  merchtitiL 

How  could  a  Hong  mcrcluuit  l^ecome  tecurity  for  a  thip 

that  ^ip  dealing  with  him  ? — It  b  oontuntly  the  eu9 

the  Compaoy^e  tbtps ;  they  become  tecurit?  m  the  thip, 

with  no  referenee  to  their  future  commercial  oaalmgt  at  all. 
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The  merchants  become  secuntj  successively  for  the  Company's 
ships  as  they  arrive, 

687.  What  is  the  inducement  to  tlie  Hong  merchant  to 
become  security  for  a  ship,  when  he  has  none  of  the  dealings 
with  that  ship  put  into  his  hands?— He  has  no  particular  in- 
du cement  to  D£come  security  for  an  indtvtdual  Company's  ship^ 
except  from  the  advantages  which  he  derives  from  the  trade 
generally, 

688,  Did  you  ever  know  a  Company *9  ship  to  be  secured  by 
a  Hong  merchant  who  had  not  a  share  in  the  Company  a 
business  ? — The  Hong  merchants  have  all  shares  m  tlie  Com- 
pany's bus'mess. 

089.  Are  not  some  of  the  junior  Hong  merchants  in  such  a 
state  of  embarrassment  as  to  induce  the  Select  Committee  not 
to  trust  them  with  the  management  of  the  shares  assigned  to 
them,  but  that  those  sliares  are  managed  by  other  more  re- 
sponsible Hong  merchants  on  their  behalf? — Not  now.  In 
former  years,  when  the  juniors  have  been  in  dUficulties,  such 
has  been  the  case- 

690<  Do  the  Hong  merchants  ever  become  security  for  private 
sliips  which  do  not  deal  with  them  ? — I  cannot  say  that  they 
have  not  done  so. 

69  L  Is  tliere  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Hong 
merchants  to  give  security  tor  country  ships? — I  may  say,  to  a 
certain  extent,  it  has  been  ;  for  they  have  required  indemnity 
bonds,  upon  some  occasions,  to  be  given  by  persons  connected 
with  the  country  trade,  to  protect  them  against  any  exactions 
from  the  government,  in  event  of  deviations  from  the  Chinese 
regulations  on  the  part  of  the  persons  connected  with  that 
trade- 

692.  Did  you  ever  know  that  course  adopted  with  respect 
to  American  ships? — I  have  been  told  that  it  has  been  ;  I  have 
been  told  that  indemnity  bonds  have  been  required  from  Ameri- 
can agents. 

693.  With  respect  to  ships  of  other  foreign  countries,  Dutch 
ships  for  instance,  are  you  a'ware  of  any  indisposition  on  tire 
part  of  the  Hong  merchants  to  become  security  for  them  P^Tlie 
Dutch  trade  has  been  very  limited  of  late  years ;  but  I  am  not 
atvare  of  any  such  indisposition. 

694.  Will  you  describe  the  process  that  takes  place  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  merchant  to 
become  security  ? — As  far  as  the  Company  are  concerned,  it 
has  been  arranged  that  the  Hong  merchatits  shall  successively 
become  security  for  the  ships  as  they  arrive* 

695.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  has  not  one  of  those 
Hong  merchants  become  insolvent?^ Yes. 

696.  Which  of  them  is  that? — Manhop. 

697.  Has  he  still  a  share  of  the  Company's  business? — No. 
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6d8L  Would  Manhop  be  aiked  or  permuted  to  lecure  one  23  Feh.  Id3t. 
of  the  Compuij't  ihipt  ?  ^  He  b  no  longer  a  merchant ;  I  believe        "T' 
he  is  at  thi«  moment  at  Eiee,  in  the  centre  of  the  wilda  of  ^"*^*'^||j**"^ 
Chinese  Tartary,  ^^ 

699.  Is  not  his  hong  still  at  Canton*  and  in  the  list  of  the 
securitj  merchants  ? — No ;  he  is  a  bankrupt,  and  his  hong  ia 
dissolved. 

700.  Did  be  not  remain  at  Canton  some  time  after  he  became 
a  bankrupt  and  compromised  with  his  European  creditors  ?^^l 
believe  be  was  kept  in  very  dose  confinements  by  order  of  the 
Chinese  goremment,  for  a  number  of  weeks.  He  was  verw 
much  admcted  to  opium  smoking,  and  I  believe  that  was  his 
onlj  consolation. 

70  L  If  one  Hong  merchant  failed  with  money  belonging  to  an 
Eoropean  in  his  hands*  are  not  the  Co-Hong  responsible  for  that 
debt  by  the  law  of  China?— By  the  law  of  China  to  a  limited 
amount  only,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  tales :  that  is  the  li»» 
perial  law,  but  that  has  never  been  acted  upon. 

702.  You  stated  thit  there  have  been  other  ports  besides 
Canton  where  other  Europeans  have  had  access,  as  Amov ;  can 
vou  state  whether  the  same  mode  of  carrying  on  business  through 
Hoi^  merchants  exists  at  those  establishments  as  at  Canton  ?-« 
I  stated  that  the  Spaniards  stiU  possessed  the  privilege,  which 
I  bdaeve  to  be  a  merely  nominal  one,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
taken  no  advantage  of  it  of  late  years ;  therefore  no  mercantile 
establishment  exists  with  a  view  of  carrying  on  trade,  because 
there  is  no  trade. 

703.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  an  establishment  of 
Hong  merchants  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade  there  ?— 
There  is  no  foreign  trade  there  now  whatever,  and  therefore  no 
merchants.     I  believe  there  was  in  former  years. 

701.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  establishment  when  foreign 
trade  waa  carried  on  ?— >Upon  reference  to  the  records  of  the 
Company,  I  have  seen  a  description  of  persons  spoken  of  during 
the  early  periods  of  our  trade,  designated  government  mer- 
chants ;  those  persons  have  been  persons  who  were  put  forward 
by  the  Chinese  government  to  deal  with  foreigners,  and  resiKm- 
sible  to  the  government,  mucli  in  the  same  way  that  the  Hong 
merchants  are  now.  The  early  period  of  our  trade  with  China 
shows  the  commerce  very  ill  conducted,  and  displays  the  English 
character  to  very  little  advantage.  The  Portuguese  and  8|)a- 
niards,  the  Dutch  and  English,  6rKt  appeared  on  the  coasts  of 
China  as  a  race  of  men  eagerly  desirous  of  woaltti,  but  cart'less 
of  the  means  by  which  it  was  obtained.  The  Chinese  were  at 
all  times  their  masters  in  the  arts  of  fraud  and  deception  ;  hut 
it  cannot  excite  surprise  that  a  people  wisely  estimating  the  ad- 
vantages of  peace  as  the  first  of  blessings  which  can  he  hi*sotwed 
upon  a  nation,  should  have  regarded  the  constant  contentions  of 
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these  early  adventurers  with  the  contempt  end   indifterence 
which  they  deserved, 

705  Yon  have  given  in  fl  table  showing  tl^at  the  barter  trade 
in  the  year  ending  the  30th  nf  June  1828,  in  the  port  of  Cantoo« 
amounted  to  20, S6 4-, 000  dollars  ;  can  you  state  what  proportioii 
that  bears  of  the  whole  foreign  trade  at  Canton? — ^I  could  give  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  American  trade,  if  it  were  not  already 
before  the  Committee;  and  a  coniparigon of  the  two  statements, 
with  that  of  thti  Dutch  inchnled,  would  give  the  result*  I  »houId 
say  the  British  trade  at  Canton  is  yary  considerably  beyond  all 
the  others. 

706*  By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  trade  on  the  pari 
of  the  Company  imports  4,r'lB»000  dollars;  and  that  on  private 
account,  including  ll,24*J,00O  dollars,  the  amount  by  the 
private  individuals  is  1 '2,305,000  dollars.  Will  you  state  in 
what  manner  this  account  is  mude  up,  to  enable  thcn>  to  shoir 
the  amount  of  imports  of  opium,  when  it  is  a  prohibited  article? 
— I  have  already  stated,  that  though  the  Commitlce  in  China 
are  conhncd  in  their  commtTcial  dealings  to  the  Hong  merchants, 
yet,  like  every  other  description  of  persons  in  their  situationj  they 
receive  information  from  every  source  which  they  consider  good  ; 
and  wheu  they  are  desired  by  their  employers  to  furnish  them 
with  accounts  of  the  opium  trade  or  others,  they  consider  it 
their  duty  to  make  such  inquiries  as  may  elicit  the  best  informa- 
tion upon  those  bubjeetj^.  Not  dealing  in  opium  themselves, 
they  cannot  speak  to  tbtj  practical  pari^  but  they  receive  infor- 
mation from  Brihsih  agents  and  others  who  do  deal  in  it*  The 
friendly  intercourse  which  has  always  existed  hetweeii  the  re- 
spectable class  of  British  merchani^  in  China  and  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Company,  iJiduces  the  British  merchants  to  com-r 
municate  readily  hi  formation  upon  those  subjects  ;  at  least  I  have 
always  found  it  so» 

707.  It  is  slated  \\GTe,  that  3,080  chests  of  Malwa  opium  is 
valued  at  1,185  dollars  per  chest ;  in  what  manner  is  that  valua- 
tion obtained  ? — From  the  sale.  Those  prices  are  not  put  down 
by  the  Company's  servants;  they  are  obtained  from  the  BritisJi 
merchants  who  deal  in  opium. 

708.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  altbougti  the 
trade  of  opium  is  prohibited  under  very  severe  penalties,  yet 
that  the  quantity  imported »  and  the  prices  at  which  it  is  sold,  is 
as  regularly  known  as  any  other  article  which  is  authorized  and 
regularly  imported? — It  is  made  no  secret  of;  it  is  generally 
known  by  the  parties  who  deal  in  it*  and  they  communicate  it 
to  others.  The  prices  of  o]>ium  are  always  given  in  the  Canton 
Register,  a  public  newspaper. 

709.  Is  it  not  an  iuRtruction  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  that 
no  Englishman  in  China  shall  in  any  way  be  concerned  in  the 
inqwrtation  of  opium?— No;  there  is  no  such  order  from  iho 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  wnu  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  09 

Court  of  Direclort :  Uie  ComfMUij  prohibit  anj  of  their  own  n  P*b.  itao 
•oranta  from  dealing  in  ofNiun.  . — . 

710.  Are  joq  svare  whether  anj  of  the  Compeny't  merhe  ^'*^'^5J|J**'?* 
are  put  on  the  chests  of  opium  imported  from   Malwa  and  * 

Bnigal  ? — ^I  catioot  apeak  accuratelv  as  to  the  fiK:L  The  onl j 
tiaM  when  I  hare  teen  opium  was  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the 
cheat.  1  do  not  know  that  it  it  so,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  ia 
not. 

71L  la  opram  landed  in  chests  in  China  ?— I  have  understood 
that  oo  board  the  covntMy  ships  they  break  up  Uie  chests  and 
pot  the  opium  into  bags,  in  which  sUte  it  is  delivered  to  the 
Cbineae.  The  chest  is  a  cumbrous  article,  and  thej  wish  to 
get  rid  of  it.  The  chest  does  not  6nd  its  way  into  the  Chinese 
boat ;  it  is,  I  believe,  left  in  the  ship. 

712.  Can  jou  inform  the  Committee  how  the  trade  of  opium 
is  cvried  on  ?  The  question  refers  to  the  transfer  of  opium 
fiom  the  coantrj  ships  to  the  opium  boats? — When  I  first  went 
to  Cfaioa,  the  opium  trade  was  at  Macao,  from  which  it  went  to 
Whampoa,  and  is  now  confined  to  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of 
tbe  river.  The  opium  smuggling  boats  go  alongside  the  ships  in 
the  opco  face  of  day,  and  the  opium  is  dclivei^  to  them  upon 
fhar  presenting  what  is  called  an  opium  order  from  the  agent  in 
Canton. 

71S.  Is  this  trade  carried  on  within  the  view  of  the  officers  of 
gofemment  and  the  men-of-war  boats  of  the  Chinese  ? — Fre* 
quently  within  the  view  of  the  men-of-war  boats. 

714.  Are  there  boats  stationed  on  the  pnrt  of  the  Chinese 
aothofitiea  within  reach  and  view  of  this  trade  ? — Vot  regularly 
itationed  :  they  frequently  go  and  come  there.  They  are  con- 
itantly  manceuvring  about,  and  often  report  to  the  Canton  autho- 
rities  tliat  they  have  swept  the  seas  of  all  smuggling  ships.  The 
dups  remain  there  just  the  same 

715.  Have  you  ever  known  any  case  in  which  they  have  in- 
terposed to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  this  opium  trade  ?— The 
Chinese  have  frequently  mterposed  b^  the  strongest  proclama- 
tions. I  have  known  some  instances  in  which  the  opium  boats 
have  been  setaed,  and  the  crew  have  had  their  heads  cut  off. 

716.  Has  that  happened  when  they  have  been  detected  up 
die  river,  or  at  the  mace  among  the  islands  where  the  trade  is 
carried  on  ? — ^They  nave  been  detected  in  different  parts  of  the 
fiver.  They  are  tried  and  convicted  in  a  very  summary  manner* 
The  custom-house  officers,  by  whom  the  opium  is  seiaed,  fr^ 
queiitly  on  such  occasions  light  a  fire  on  the  top  of  a  hfll  in  a 
conspicuous  situation.  The  opium  is  declared  to  be  bamtv  but 
I  bciieve  Booe  of  it  is  put  into  the  fire. 

717.  Then,  in  pofait  cf  fact,  the  interposition,  although  it  may 
be  eawacted  with  th^  loss  of  lifip*  does  not  lead  to  the  cessation 
^  tfie  trade  ?<-*No»  it  doaa  not.    The  Cluiiese  govennBent, 
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23  Feb.  1830*  With  respect  to  opium,  consider  it  as  a  traffic  that  ought  not  to 
"T";         exist.     An  Imperial  edict  is  supposed  to  be  indisputable,  and 

^'^^^^^^^**  anything  contained  in  it  not  to  be  contravened.  They  never 
^*         acitnowled^re  it  as  a  trade, 

718.  Therefore  the  existence  of  established  laws  against 
foreign  trade  and  against  foreigners  by  no  means  admits  of  pre- 
sumption that  the  practice  is  according  to  the  law  ? — No.  Pirac* 
tice  and  profession  are  much  at  variance  in  China, 

719.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  it  may  be  said  that  the  smuggling 
trade  in  opium  is  carried  on  with  the  connivance  of  the  Chinese 
authorities? — With  the  connivance  of  the  lower  Government 
authorities  j  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  of  the  higher  authorities, 

720.  Is  that  the  case  in  the  smuggling  of  other  articles  ?— Yes, 
it  is* 

721.  Have  you  known  of  seizures  being  made  of  opium  in  the 
intenor  of  China?— I  have  heard  of  them.  I  believe  the  opium 
finds  its  way  to  all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  witliin  the  walls  of 
the  Imperial  palace  at  Pckin,  though  it  is  dificlaimed  and  de* 
nounced  as  a  poison. 

722.  Is  it  carried  on  without  interruption? — No;  it  is  liable 
to  frequent  interruptions.  The  persons  who  carry  it  from  Canton 
are  obhged  to  conceal  it  about  their  baggage,  to  evade  the 
fcarch  of  the  Chinese  officers. 

723.  Flow  can  a  trade  of  such  an  extent  be  a  secret  trade  7^ — 
It  is  an  illicit  trade. 

724.  You  have  stated  that  the  smuggling  trade  in  opium  is 
confined  to  the  i&lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canton  river  ? — It  is 
there  that  it  is  principally  conducted  ;  the  foreign  ships  anchor 
there,  and  the  opium  boats  go  alongside  of  the  ships  there* 

725.  Is  it  carried  on  at  any  other  parts  of  the  coast  ? — I  have 
known  opium  ships  go  along  the  coast  with  a  view  to  disposing 
of  opium^  but  I  believe  unauecessfully. 

726.  Is  the  smuggling  trade  in  other  articles  carried  on  in  any 
other  parts  of  the  empire  ? — ^Not  to  my  knowledge ;  it  is  all  at 
Canton. 

727.  Was  there  not  a  ship  called  the  Mcrope  freighted  with 
opium  ? — I  remember  a  ship  of  the  name  of  Merope,  in  China. 

728.  Did  not  that  ship  sail  to  the  northward,  and  dispose  of 
her  cargo  somewhere  about  the  ports  of  Amoy  and  Ning-po  ?— 
I  heard  that  she  went  along  the  coast,  but  the  extent  of  her 
cargo  I  am  not  aware  of, 

729*  Have  you  ever  known  the  Hong  merchants  deal  in  opium  ? 
-—Never,  to  mj  knowledge. 

730,  Do  you  understand  the  consumption  of  opium  in  China 
to  be  rapidly  increasing? — Very  rapidly*  I  think  I  stated  that 
the  year  I  lefl  China  the  importation  of  opium  was  supposed  to 
be  between  13,000  and  14,000  chests,  which  was  a  very  #oii- 
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•idermble  increase.    I  hsTe  s  ftatement  of  the  contmnption  and  S9  Fcbi.  itm 
value  of  the  Indian  opium  in  China,  from  1818-19  to  1827*8.  

[  The  xoUneu  delivered  in  the  min^.]  j^ 


STATEMENT  of  ConscMrrtoK  und  Valve  of  Ivdiav  Oncn  in 

CowA,  fWmi  1018.19  to  1827-8. 

FMm  ana  Bcn«m 

Malwab. 

TouL 

Chests-         TalM. 

Cb«su. 

ValM-. 
IMIcrs. 

CiMsia. 

ValM. 

IMfars. 

IMhrsw 

1818-19.. 

3,050     3,050,000 

1.530 

1,109.250 

4,580 

4,159,250 

1819.?0. . 

2,^70  '  3,667,950  1  1.630  '  1.915,250 

4.600 

5,583,200 

J920.21.. 

3,050     5,795,000  i  1,720  i  2,605,800 

4,770 

8.400.800 

1821-23.. 

2,910  .  6,038.250 

1,718  .  2,276,350 

4.628 

h;)  14, 600 

1822.^.. 

l,tS22    2,828,930 

4,000    5,160,000 

5,8i2 

7,988.9:iO 

1823-24.. 

2,910    4,656.000 

4,172  1  3,859,100 

7,0h2 

8,515,100 

1824-23.. 

2,655    3,119,625 

6.000  ;  4,500.000 

8,655 

7,619.625 

1825.26. . 

3,442    3,141.755 

6,179  '4,466.450 

9.621 

7,608,205 

1825.27.. 

3,661     3,668,565 

6,308     5,941,520 

9.969 

9,610,0H5 

1827-28.. 

5,114    5,105,073 

1 

4,361     5,251.760 

9,475 

10,356,8;i3 

Cantoo, 
10th  NoTcmbrr,  1828. 


7S1.  Is  that  statement  confined  to  opium  which  has  passed 
the  Company's  sales  in  India,  or  does  it  include  tlie  onium 
which  is  smuggled  from  India  to  China  ? — I  believe  it  includes 
the  Mahra  opium,  which  comes  from  the  Portuguese  port  of 
Demaan. 

732.  Is  there  any  Turkey  opium  imported  into  China  ?-* 
There  is. 

7SS.  To  any  considerable  extent  ? — In  some  years,  I  believe, 
it  has  been  to  the  extent  of  500  or  600  peculs.  The  amount  of 
a  chest  of  opium  is  considered  exactly  one  pecul. 

734.  Is  the  Turkey  opium  better  or  worse  than  the  Indian 
opiam  ? — Very  inferior ;  it  is  used  by  the  Chinese  to  mix  with 
the  other  opium. 

735.  Does  it  go  from  the  Mediterranean  ?—  It  is  brought 
from  the  Levant ;  chiefly  from  Smyrna,  I  believe. 

736.  By  what  cUss  of  traders  ?— I  have  known  it  come  from 
Sinc^Mire;  and  I  have  known  it  brought  by  American  ships. 

737.  Have  you  known  it  brought  by  European  ships  ? — I  do 
not  remember  any  being  brought  by  European  ships. 

738.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company's  shins  are  allowed 
to  take  out  any  Turkey  opium  from  England  ?— They  are  not; 
thej  are  prohibited  by  a  regulation  of  the  Company. 

739.  Are  the  Bengal  ihipa  allowed  to  take  out  any  opium  ?— 
I  do  not  know. 
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23Frb.  ia30,  740*  Are  you  not  aware  that  many  officers  in  the  India  ser- 
vice have  taken  opium  from  Europe  to  Cliinat  ami  have  been 
obliged  lo  send  it  tircuitously  instead  of  taking  it  in  llie 
Company's  ships  ?^I  have  been  told  that  llie  Company's  offi- 
cers have  speculated  in  opium  on  tlieir  own  account^  by  having 
it  sent  on  from  India  to  China. 

741,  Do  you  know  upon  \vhat  principle  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment prohibit  opium? — Upon  a  moral  principle. 

742.  In  the  statement  yoa  have  delivered  in,  there  is  an 
account  of  2,920  tales  value  of  woollen  remaining  of  the  season 
of  1826-7,  whilst  the  imports  from  Europe  in  that  year  of 
woollens  amount  to  1,279,000  tales;  can  you  state  whether  that 
is  about  the  usual  quantity  of  stock  remaining  In  the  Company's 
stores  at  Canton  ? — The  Company  have  very  rarely  any  goods 
remaining  on  hand.  It  has  occurred  once  or  tw^ice,  when  the 
importation  has  been  larger  than  the  market  would  take  off; 
but  they  generally  get  rid  of  all  goods  as  ihey  are  imported, 

743,  Have  they  any  portion  of  their  cotton,  or  iron,  or  lead 
which  they  export  remuining  in  store  ? — No.  When  1  say  no, 
I  speak  generally  ;  goods  occasionally  remaining  over  to  a  trifling 
extent. 

744.  Generally  speaking,  then,  the  Company  are  able  to  dis- 
pose of  their  importations  into  China  in  the  course  of  the 
seafion  ? — Certainly. 

745*  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  amount  on 
private  account  in  ilm  return  of  goods  imported  into  China 
includes  the  country  trade,  the  amount  imported  by  officers  of 
Company's  shipai  and  all  other  Briiisb  subjects? — 1  believe  it 
does, 

746,  In  the  statement  of  the  exports,  it  appears  that  the 
value  of  goods  exported  on  account  of  the  Company,  with 
their  charges,  amounted  to  B,765>UO0  dollars,  consisting  entirely 
of  teas;  will  you  infonn  the  Committee  whether  the  Company 
trade  in  any  other  article,  as  an  export,  except  teas? — Not 
now;  their  investment  is  confined  entirely  to  teas.  They  used 
to  deal  in  raw-silk  and  nankeens,  but  they  have  not  lately, 

747.  Are  you  aware  w!ty  the  trade  in  raw-silk  and  nankeens 
was  discontinued? — The  Company  left  those  trades  very  much 
to  their  commanders  and  officers. 

748,  Were  there  any  other  articles,  since  you  have  been  at 
Canton,  besides  silk  and  nankeens,  in  which  the  Company 
dealt  ?—  None  to  my  recollection,  except  tea. 

749.  Are  you  aware  to  what  place  the  silk  and  nankeens 
are  now  princif)ally  ejc ported  from  Canton  ? — I  believe  the 
manufactured  silks  exported  from  Canton  go  principally  to 
America ;  and  the  raw-silk  comes  a  great  deal  of  it  to  Uiis 
country,  and  very  little  of  it  to  America. 
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750.  Are  joo  aware  that  of  late  years  a  large  quantitj  of  raw*  23  Feb.  idja. 
nik  has  been  sent  to  Sinaupore ? — I  know  coosignmeots  haTO     ^^_T'Z  , 
been  made  of  raw-silk  to  Sincapore ;  I   cannot  sute  to  what  ^  ^'^'tl!^*^ 
extent.  ^^ 

751.  Is  any  tea  consigned  to  Sincapore  ? — No  tea  can  leaTO 
China  except  under  license  of  the  East-India  Company*  which 
I  hare  stated  is  frequently  given  to  country  ships  to  export  to 
ports  in  Asia,  for  coosomption  in  those  pUon. 

752.  Has  any  license  been  granted  to  Sincapore  ?'->Sincapora 
must  hare  been  bcluded  among  other  places.  The  license  i% 
of  course,  to  a  limited  amount,  according  to  what  appears  to  bo 
the  consumption  in  those  places. 

753.  Is  there  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  extent  to  which 
such  licenses  have  been  granted  by  the  factory  at  Canton  to 
those  several  places? — A  list  of  licenses  which  have  been 
granted  has  been  kept. 

754.  It  appears  that  the  imports  on  account  of  the  Company 
were  4,500,000,  and  that  the  exporu  were  7,800,000  dollars; 
how  is  the  difference  in  value  made  up  ? — The  Committee  in 
China  draw  upon  the  Bengal  treasury  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  of  the  trade. 

755.  How  does  the  operation  take  place,  and  how  is  the  ex- 
change  made? — The  Company  regulate  that  exchange  gencmlly 
sccording  to  the  value  of  Sycee  silver,  which  is  Chinese  bullion, 
and  a€  dollars  in  the  Chinese  market,  in  order  to  ascertain  ai 
what  rate  they  can  secure  the  money  being  paid  into  their 
treasury  for  bills.  The  standard  of  Sycee  silver  and  of  dollars 
differs  considerably.  The  value  of  Syceo  silver  is  /•'l,  parU  of 
pure  sOver ;  the  standard  value  of  dollars  is  computed  at  89} ; 
and  notwithstanding  that  difference,  the  premium  which  Uie 
Chinese  Sycee  silver  bears  over  the  dollar  is  not  generally  above 
three  per  cent.;  so  that,  generally  speaking,  the  Chinese  give 
five  per  cent,  premium  for  coined  over  uncoined  bullion,  the 
preference  being  given  to  coined  bullion  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  accuracy  of  its  standard.  With  reference  to  the  rate 
at  which  the  Sycee  silver  is  in  the  Chinese  market  com- 
pared with  dollars,  the  Company  regulate  their  exchan^^e  upon 
Bengal.  The  treasury  at  Canton  is  generally  opened  under 
very  favourable  circumstances,  inasmuch  as  of'  late  years  the 
Company  have  granted  bills  at  202,  203,  and  204  sicca  rupees 
lor  100  dollars;  those  bills  arc  drawn  upon  the  Dengal  go- 
vernment, in  roost  seasons,  to  the  amount  of  about  3,000,000 
of  dollars. 

756.  Wliat  is  it  that  naakes  the  remittance  so  favourable  to 
Bengal  on  tlie  part  of  the  Company  ?— The  Canton  treasury 
ionns,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  remittance  fur  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  Indian  productions  of  opium  and  of  cotton. 

757.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  a  larger  portion 
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23  Feb.  1B30.  of  the  mvctiraent  of  teas  for  England  is  provided  by  bills  dmwo 
"^^  by  the  factory  at  Canton  on  the  Bengal  presidency? — A  portion 

CJ/ff^ariAanA-if,  ^^  |j  |g^     J  jj;^^^,  ^^^,  jIj^^  ^j^g  Company  s  home  investment  is 

^'  enlirely  provided  by  the  sale  in  China  of  English  manufactures 
and  productions  of  our  Indian  possessions.  It  is  the  proceeds 
of  those  possessions  seeking  a  return  to  India  that  enables  us 
to  get  money  upon  favourable  terms. 

758.  But  those  proceeds  are  supplied  by  private  trade»  not 
by  any  trade  which  the  Company  has  between  India  and  China? 
—They  result  from  private  trade  between  India  and  China,  as 
well  as  imports  from  India  on  the  Company's  account. 

759*  Will  you  state  if  you  can  at  what  intrinsic  value  tlie 
Spanish  dollar  received  in  Canton  for  bills  on  Bengal  may  be 
valued  in  English  money? — It  varies;  dollars  are  more  or  less 
valuable  in  the  market,  according  to  the  quantity  of  them  ;  1 
have  known  the  exchange  above  6s.  and  below  4*. 

760<  In  the  statement  that  you  have  delivered  in,  it  is  stated 
that  the  Factory  received  for  bills  on  the  Honourable  Court  of 
Directors  78,200  dollars ;  do  you  know  what  was  the  exchange 
in  that  year  ? — 1  do  not  remember  at  what  rate  that  specific 
sum  was  drawn ;  I  shoidd  think  it  must  have  been  4^.  Sd,  in 
that  year;  but  of  late  years  the  treasury  at  Canton  has  not 
been  open  for  bills  on  the  Court  of  Directors, 

76 L  There  is  an  item  described  as  certificates  447,143  dollars 
received  into  the  treasury  al  Canton;  will  yoti  state  what  cer- 
tificates are? — Bills  which  are  granted  by  the  Committee 
in  Canton  to  commanders  and  officers  in  their  service,  to  afford 
them  the  means  of  remittance  for  the  profits  upon  their  in- 
vestments ;  they  differ  so  tar  from  bills,  that  the  rate  at  which 
they  arc  drawn  remains  to  be  adjusted  by  the  Court  in  Eng* 
land. 

762.  There  appears  in  the  exports  from  Canton  Sycee  silver 
and  Peruvian  silver  6,094,000  tales ;  is  that  exported  by  private 
merchants  or  by  the  Company? — The  Company  have  occasion- 
ally sent  dollars  to  Bengal ;  they  do  not  export  Sycee  silver, 

763.  Under  what  privilege  is  that  silver  exported? — The 
Chinese  laws  prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  metals.  Dollars 
are  allowed  to  be  exported  from  China,  but  not  bullion ;  but  it 
has  always  been  exported  to  a  large  amount* 

764.  Is  any  certificate  obtained  from  the  custom-house  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  bullion  from  Canton  ? — Of  dollars,  not 
of  Sycee  silver, 

763.  Then  all  Sycee  silver  exported  roust  be  contraband?— 
Its  exportation  is  prohibited  by  law* 

7G(^.  Has  the  Company  ever  exported  any  dollars  or  Sysee 
silver  since  you  were  at  Canton  ? — Dollars  they  have. 

767.  To  what  places  have  they  exported  tliera? — To  Bengal, 
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W*  Ar«  fOQ  tibfe  19  iCite  what  i^uafittfy  th«j  fctve  €«•  33  t\b.  t| 
I  ? — I  fCBNniibef  oae  wainn  to  iKr  Amoitnt  of  half «  miHioo 

7M*  Wat  liial  export  of  •tlrcr  a  turpi ut  of  iiiofie3r  alW  pro- 

'"     [  Ibr  ibeir  iKiirritinptit,  or  wm  it  dUer  bbiAioril  far  ojlli 

!  10  Boopd  r— ll  arooo  in  that  leaaon  IW>oi  the  trnfMNti 

asM  ai  a  BMicb  ballar  pofit  than  iraa  cft|scf:i«d«  ml 

faun  cotttaiftiag  aaora  mmnwj  than  waa  rvqitirad  for  tli« 

BB  of  tii«  bona  invaaiBaoiit,  it  being  cooceiupiaia<l  by  the 

Ihtl  Iba  tiippl j  wouldbQ  very  iraaotiahir  t» 

I  govantmcnt  at  tba  trnit  the  doUan  wmrn  aaiiL 

770.  Id  what  year  waa  that  ?^  It  muit  haf«  been  iji  181 7^ 
M  think. 

771.  Vera  aCattd  on  a  former  day,  that  the  competition  on 
of  the  Ef»gltsh  tnerchantt,  if  the  trade  wai  opened^ 

itae  the  price  of  tea*.     Is  not  tea  almoat  the  ooly  arti^ 
wWdi  haa  been  kept  at  a  fiited  or  nearly  fixed  rate  in  Chim 
*  you  liain^  been  at  Canton  ? — I  haire  mentioned  variationa 
Ivhicb  bare  taken  place  tn  the  pric^  of  tea  during  my  recolIectJoiu 

775.  Af«  yon  aware  that  caatia,  lilk,  camphor,  and  eeneralJy 
t  of  China  hate  been  reduced  in  price,  whtUt  tea 

nearly  atadonary  ?-*No:  I  do  not  know  the  fkci 
I  exports  of  China  liavc  been  reduced  in  price. 
T7S.  Did  not  the  competition  of  the   Aroericani  raite  the 
of  aome  peculiar  »ot1«  of  tea  ? — With  rc4pcct  to  tJie  gratii 
it  baa  alwaya  had  that  tendency. 
T74*  Art  they  much    higher  now   tlian  they  were?.— Tl*ey 
than  ihey  were,  and  we  find  greater  difficulty  in 
them* 

m*  Do  yon  know  the  proportion  in  which  they  have  rtaen  ? 
->I  onnot  itale  tliat  from  recollection. 

776.  la  ft  not  in  the  power  of  the  Americana,  or  any  otlier 
y»  Sf  they  give  a  higher  price  thon  the  Company,  to  obtain 

t?-»I  abouU  tJiink  tt  waa. 

777.  Can  you  itato  wbetbtr  groen  tea  b  uaed  by  die  natitei 
I  Cbinai«  or  wbethar  k  ta  not  principally  an  article  of  export  ? 

toU  that  it  waa  pHnctpalty  for  tiie  forvtgn  marfcial« 
t  beiieee  it  ii  alto  u«ed  in  the  country. 

778.  Hare  you  any  reason  (o  doubt  tbo  capability  of  iti  in- 
to any  amount  to  which  tFie  demand  might  iirise  ? — I 

t  ainwdy  atated,  ttiAt  of  late  yean  there  hai  been  more  de- 
for  it  than  the  iupply  would  meet*  from  which  I  should 
i  lod  to  doubt  tlie  capandity  of  its  iocrea»e. 

779.  Haa  not  that  ariaeo  from  tiie  great  demand  which  Amo* 
fka  has  bKl  for  green  tea,  tlwy  babg  the  prineipal  cnatomert  ? 
•^Tliac  boa  entmd  into  the  cautea  of  it. 

7M.  Are  yoo  aware  what  increaae  liaa  tid&en  place  in  the 
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123  F(?b,  1830,  exports  of  green  tea,  inclQcling  the  supply  to  Awierica  as  well 
~r"  as  to  the  Company  during  the  seventeen  years  you  have  been  at 

£Mar}mbanks,  q^^^^^^  p^j  cannot  state  it  tVom  recollection. 

781.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  has  been  considerably  in- 
creased ? — I  believe  the  export  of  all  teas  has  considerably 
increased,  and  the  export  of  green  has  increased  in  common 
with  the  others:  the  Company's  exports  of  teas  from  China 
have  within  my  recollection  increased  considerably. 

782.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  Americans  purchase 
the  greater  part  of  their  teas  from  the  outside  merchants  or  from 
the  Hong  merchants?— I  believe  the  best  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can business*  that  is,  tlte  most  respectable  part,  is  conducted 
with  the  Hong  merchants. 

783.  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the  outside  merchants  supply  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  American  trade  ? — I  do  not  know 
what  proportion.  1  have  stated  that  the  outside  dealers  fre* 
quently  make  shipments  through  the  hongs  of  the  junior  mer- 
chants to  very  considerable  extent ;  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  v\hat  that  extent  is* 

784.  Yon  were  understood  to  state  that  by  the  tirmneas  and 
conduct  of  the  Select  Committee,  I  hey  have  been  able  to  resisl 
irapositiouB  on  the  part  of  the  Hong  merchants  ?  — Innovations 
on  our  privileges  by  the  government,  and  attempts  to  raise  the 
prices  of  teas  by  the  merchants.  We  cannot  afford  any  inno- 
vation on  our  privileges,  for  they  are  limited  enough  ;  but  those 
attempts  that  have  been  made  to  raise  the  prices  of  teas  by  com- 
binations among  the  merchants,  liave  been  put  down  by  the 
Company. 

785.  If  the  Company  had  no  longer  a  factory  there,  but  the 
British  interests  were  represented  by  a  consul,  what,  in  your 
opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  an  union  of  all  the  European  con- 
suls at  Canton,  in  case  of  any  attempt  at  imposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Hong  merchants  ?  -  I  conceive  that  the  interests  of  dif- 
ferent European  merchants  resident  in  China  would  be  so  likely 
to  be  at  variance,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  reckon  upon 
the  possibility  of  such  an  union.  But  supposing  such  an  impro- 
bable result  to  take  place,  I  conceive  the  Company's  authority 
would  derive  very  Ultle  acquisition  of  power  or  influence  from 
such  an  association. 

786.  You  have  stated  that  the  influence  of  the  Company  de- 
pends upon  their  being  the  largest  dealers  at  Canton  ? — 1  have 
Slated  that  as  one  cause  of  tlie  power  and  iniluence  of  the  Enst* 
India  Company. 

787.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  influence  of  any  nation,  or 
of  any  individual  in  a  series  of  years  in  a  commercial  port,  must 
depend  upon  the  extent  to  which  they  carry  on  their  trade;  and 
if,  under  the  protection  of  a  British  consul,  the  British  trade 
was  increased  by  being  thrown  open,  is  it  not  probable  that  the 
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wrfyfnrft  ofOmt  comol  md  of  that  nation  wouidcoplinue  t  gretc  2S  lVb.*lii30. 

aithntof  tbeCoiniwnj? — No;  Idonot  beliere  that  the  Chineae         -7-^ 

fofernmenf  woold  oonaeni  to  recehre  a  King's  contol :  I  mean,  CMmr^^mH^ 

to  adoDOwledge  hin  as  the  repretenutive  of  the  •overeign  of  thk         ^^ 

oountry.  or  to  reoehre  bini  in  the  character  which  we  attach  to 

him.     Ertn  on  occasion  ci  an  enhassy,  the  name  given  by  the 

Chinese  to  an  ambassador  b  that  of  a  tribute-b^rer,  a  man 

who  brings  presents  firom  an  inferior  Prince  to  lay  them  at  the 

feet  of  toeir  Celestial  Emperor.    I  believe  if  the  Company's 

duef  were  rested  with  the  power  of  a  consul  to-morrow,  that 

his  conditkm  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese  would  not  be 

sltcred.     In  cases  where  our  men-of-war  have  been  in  China, 

or  any  King's  officers,  the  Chinese  have  shown  every  indisposi- 

tion  to  adLnowledge  them.   I  do  not  believe  that  tne  Chinese 

would  be  brought  to  acknowledge  a  King's  representative  under 

te  imptession  which  we  have  of  such  a  representative. 

788.  Wins  not  Lord  Amherst  the  representative  of  the  King^ 
md  DoC  of  the  Company  ? — He  was  the  King's  ambassador. 

789.  Was  not  he  received  as  such?— I  repeat,  that  the 
fhinfor  have  no  name  for  an  ambassador;  they  consider  him  as 
s  mere  bearer  of  presents— tribute  as  they  odl  it.  A  person 
petianating  his  sovereign,  in  the  capacity  of  a  ncmciator,  is 
me  that  tbeir  laws  do  not  consent  to  reco^ize.  In  an  inters 
fiew  of  an  ambassador  with  Chinese  authonties,  thev  ask  him 
how  old  bis  king  is,  and  how  old  he  himself  is,  or  how  many 
cfaOdrcn  be  has.  If  important  business  is  alluded  to,  they  start 
as  if  a  bidden  snare  was  laid  open,  and  are  silent.  They  are 
ever  ready  to  bring  in  aid  of  their  views  the  most  unfounded 
felsehoods ;  and  with  these  the  more  venial  equivocations  of 
European  policy  are  but  little  able  to  contend. 

790.  Was  not  Lord  Macartney  received,  and  had  he  not  an 
aodience  of  the  Emperor,  as  the  representative  of  tlic  King  of 
England  ? — He  was  received,  but  not  in  the  character  which  we 
attach  to  a  Kiog's  representative. 

791.  Does  not  that  arise  from  their  not  conceiving  that  any 
feretgn  power  is  on  an  equality  with  the  Emperor  ? — In  soma 
measure,  from  presumption  of  that  kind.  Tliey  consider  China 
the  centre  of  civilization,  and  their  Emperor  the  sovcreigu  of 
the  universe. 

792.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  they  consider  their  govern- 
ment  more  on  an  equality  with  the  King's  representative  than 
the  Company's  representative?— They  know  the  King's  repre- 
sentatiTe  to  be  a  man  of  high  rank.  1  stated,  with  reference  to 
a  King*s  consul  at  Canton,  that  I  do  not  believe  the  Cliincse 
would  recognize  such  a  person,  attaching  to  him  the  same  cha- 
lacler  that  we  do. 

793.  Do  you  conceive  they  ever  would  have  received  a  dcpu- 
tition  from  the  Company  as  they  received  a  denutation  from  tlio 
KiDl^of  Eoglaod  at  P^kin?-No,  I  do  not,  although  we  have 
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F23  Feb.  1630.  Little  to  boast  of  the  reception  given  to  either  of  our  embassies. 
-7—        Li  rep]y  to  this  question  I  may  state,  that  the  members  of  the 
C*Marf^j6ankt,  g^je^t  Committee  were  requeated  to  proceed  to  Pekin,  1  think 
**         in  the  year  1789,  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  the  Em- 
peror*s   birth -day.     They   declined   proceeding   there,  it  being 
understood  that  they  would  be  required  to  submit  to  very  humi- 
liating compliances*     Had  they  gone,  I  believe  they  would  have 
been  treated  very  much  as  other  deputed  persons  have  been. 

794,  Then  why  should  not  the  representative  of  the  King  of 
England,  as  a  consul  at  Canton,  if  he  has  a  superintendence 
and  control  of  the  same  extent  of  trade,  be  equally  respected 
with  any  representative  of  the  C^ompany  ? — I  think  the  conduct 
of  the  trade  gives  the  Company^s  representative  an  advantage, 
as  well  as  that  the  Chinese  have  been  accustomed  to  no  other. 
There  is  at  this  moment  a  King's  consul  in  China,  having  a 
diploma  from  the  King  of  Hanover*  I  believe  his  existence, 
as  a  public  functionary,  is  as  little  known  among  the  Chinese 
as  in  this  countiy.  When  a  British  admiral  was  in  China 
the  Chinese  would  not  receive  him.  The  Committee  said, 
here  is  the  King's  authority,  appeal  to  him  ;  they  said,  we  know 
no  such  authority  ;  we  recognize  none  other  but  that  of  the 
Company  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed,  and  all  transac- 
tions with  them  must  be  through  their  representative* 

795»  The  Committee  understood  from  you  that  the  Chinese 
government  are  very  unwilling  to  trade  with  any  country ;  that 
they  are,  in  a  great  measure,  independent  of  foreign  trade  ? — I 
stated  that  I  believed  that  China »  more  perhaps  than  any  coun- 
try in  the  world,  was  independent  of  foreign  commerce,  inas- 
much as  it  possessed  nearly  every  variety  of  climate,  and  had 
the  necessaries  and  luxuries  of  life  supplied  by  successful  agri- 
culture and  extensive  inland  commerce.  I  did  not  say  that 
the  Chinese  were  averse  to  trade  i  I  believe  any  aversion  to 
foreigners  to  have  its  basis  in  political  jealousy* 

796.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  in  what  manner  the 
Company  were  able,  in  1814-,  when  they  stopped  the  trade  w*ith 
China,  to  succeed  in  carrying  their  point,  and  in  resisting  the 
demands  made  upon  them  at  that  time? — By  perseverance,  I 
believe. 

797.  That  is  to  say,  by  stopping  the  trade  ? — By  stopping 
the  trade,  in  the  Brst  instance,  and  by  firmness  and  decision 
until  their  objects  were  obtained. 

796.  Did  they  not  stop  the  whole  Britisli  trade  ? — Yes,  tbej 
did. 

799.  Were  they  able  to  stop  the  trade  of  any  other  Euro- 
peans ? — Any  other  Europeans  were  not  involved  in  the  question, 
and  the  Company  never  thought  of  attempting  it. 

800.  What,  in  your  estimation,  was  the  inducement  to  tbat 
concession  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese?^!  should  say,  a  know- 
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Vedjfe  M  vcU  iif  tbe  po^^f  and  loflociioe of  the  Etut-lndm  Ceo*  SI  f^^  It39. 
pMift  u  «^1  MA  gmt  rrlut^tanoe  on  the  part  of  the  Oiiotie         -— 
gmiriHj,  iliac  thejr  tlKiulil  be;  dqiriircd  of  the  •dvintagw  cpf  *^'*'"^^ 

iriilMiidfiit  of  fimjin  erode {  I  aiaied  tW  tfa^ otiocbcd  ovtry 
cwoiiili'toWo  taloff  to  it. 

90U  Afo  jpa  ^Uot  froio  soy  docttncolo  joa  kovo  ofor  mm^ 
HoiDOftnllioooMitiiiof  tfaodotioi  wUdi  ibo  fbraifo  trw|o  of 
Cioton  prodocac«  to  tho  govoromoot  ?— t  liofo  oboodff  Haiodi 
Imi  I  kod  licafd  it  cstiotiCod  ihot  the  Impeml  dotiot  maI  tm 
Mb8  wspo  2pOM,000  of  doTUrt.  I  have  aJio  heard  it  caUod 
%9MflM  of  caloi. 

bChr«  Who  were  tho  poftioi  at  variaiice  in  that  diipute  heiwoeft 
tlie  Hooj^  inerchaota  aod   the  ofSccrs  of  tlie  Compao y  ?^llio 
i  wao  between  the  Chinese  guvrnuncm  aod  tao  refie^ 
of  the  CocBpasij* 
Woo  not  the  locaf  goiremment  at  CaoUm  badced  by  die 
~  govemnietit  al  Pckio  ? — It  waft. 

8M»  Theo  are  the  Cmwmltice  ici  undertiaod*'  that  the  ataod 
■ido  on  tbe  part  <  npaoy*  by  the  ttoppoge  of  tlie  tnde, 

oBft  eoBcioni  to  iiiu...v  ..,<  Imperial  government  to  give  up  tho 
HaiitBBce  Ibej  had  made  to  the  dcmandt  of  the  Conipanv?-* 
Hie  roaittance  made  by  the  Company  at  that  time  prodticeit 
the  eeaolt  which  I  have  stated  ;  but  no  demandt  were  made  by 
the  Compony  from  the  Imperial  govemmeot  of  Pekin, 

Do  not  you  um^o  that  the  iioppage  of  the  trade 
grval  iooomrfDieoce  to  tho  anorcbanttt  and  that  it  was 
Mkioaco  which  bduced  the  ffovemment  to  yield  ? — I  bo- 
il prodiiced  great  inconventence  to  nil  clauet  conoected 
[  Ibt^eigp  trade ;  great  perional  inconvenience  to  the  mer- 
liicmaeivea,  andt  of  eourae,  to  at)  native*  in  any  way 

with  the  trade* 

Too  ttated,  that  there  had  been  an  edict  tMued  by  tho 

go^Wfnmentt  which  the  Company's  officen  itaMied  s 

dfeere  asqr  edkrl  of  revoeation?-^!  cannot  tlat^  whellwr 

woi  an  edict  of  rrvocatioot  or  whether  it  beoune  a  dead 


807*  Row  long  did  the  iutpcnaion  of  the  trade  continue?— 
lonlha. 


Waa  there  any  other  reaion  atiigned  for  withdrawiof 
br  of  peohibiiioo  than  tha  tooonveoumco  ariaiiif  frooA  Ibo 
of  tbe  trade  ?**I  dare  say  there  were  maoy  reaaooi 
for  it;  I  only  know  what  reaaoni  I  aasigned  my  self. 

An  you  aware  whether  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  haa  aoy 
I  ornaftkipatioo  in  the  pro&u  arising  from  the  commerce 
m  Caalon  /'-J  likould  tliink  he  had. 

^KK  li  the  prtcei  of  woollens  and  of  the  diHerent 
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iroport  into  Canton  were  reducedt  would  not  the  trade  of  Canton 
be  thereby  considerably  increased? — That  is  too  general  a 
a  question  for  me  to  answer. 

811.  In  those  years  when  woollens  have  been  cheaper  than 
ordinarvi  have  you  sold  more  of  them  or  not  ?  — The  Company's 
supply  of  woollens  has  been  regulated  with  reference  to  the 
supposed  demand,  taking  one  year  witfi  another* 

81*2.  Have  you  known  the  price  of  woollens  considerably 
lowered  by  the  imports  of  Americans  or  other  foreigners? — I 
have  known  the  importation  of  Dutch  camlets  to  interfere  with 
the  sale  of  British. 

813.  Have  the  prices  io  China  been  lowered  in  proportion  lA^I 
the  lowering  of  the  prices  in  this  country  ?*The  sale  pricet^^^H 
the  Company*s  woollens  in  China  have  very  materially  decreased 
within  my  recollection* 

814.  In  fixing  the  price  there,  do  you  fix  any  per-centage  of 
profit  upon  the  English  prices?— We  are  regulated  by  the  de* 
mand  of  the  Chmese  market  without  much  reference  to  the 
cost  value, 

815.  Are  you  aware  that  the  quantity  of  woollens  imported 
by  the  Company  decreased  from  the  years  1809  and  1810,  when 
they  were  262; 000  pieces,  to  123;000  in  1827  and  IS28?— I 
believe  the  statements  laid  by  the  Company  before  Parliament 
on  this  subject  to  be  correct. 

816.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  imports 
by  the  Americans  and  other  nations  in  the  same  time  have  in- 
creased much  more  than  this  decrease  ?— 1  um  not  prepared  to 
draw  a  comparison* 

817.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Company  have  ad» 
mitted  individual  merchants  in  London  to  fill  up  any  vacant 
tonnage  in  their  ships  upon  their  application  for  the  export  of 
woollens  to  China  ? — ^I  have  been  told  that  they  have  done  so* 

818.  Can  you  state  at  what  rate  per  ton  ? — I  cannot. 

819.  Were  the  goods  so  exported  confined  to  the  Company's 
Factory  at  China^  or  were  they  at  the  full  disposal  of  the  mer» 
chants  that  sent  them  there? — My  recollection  is,  that  they 
were  not  confined  to  the  Factory. 

820.  Were  they  a  free  consignment  to  any  house  established 
at  Canton  ? — I  believe  so» 

821.  \\l*at  could  they  receive  in  return  for  those  goods?— f 
do  not  know. 

822.  Are  you  certain  that  the  Company  have  permitted  per- 
sons to  send  out  manufactures  from  England,  leaving  them  the 
disposal  of  the  consignment  at  China^  and  not  confining  them 
to  the  Company's  Factory  ? — That  k  my  impression  ;  but  I  am 
not  certain  of  the  fact.     I  believe  goods  belonging  to  private 
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merdiaiits  hare  abo  beoi  sent  out  in  the  privflege  ummgc  of  13  P«l>.  l  aso. 
offcen.  — — 

82S.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company's  lervanu  hare  'jl*****^ 
ever  made  any  repretentatioo  to  the  Hong  merchants  on  the  ^^ 
mhject  of  tlie  American  dealings  with  them ;  that  b,  on  tiiie 
iacreaae  of  dealings  with  the  outside  merchants  ? — There  were 
some  discaasions  which  took  place  in  the  year  before  last,  in 
which  the  Company  were  engi^ged,  which  had  reference  to  the 
^uestioii. 

824w  What  was  the  nature  of  that  correspondence  on  the  part 
of  the  Company  with  the  Hong  merchants  ? — The  greater  part 
of  die  proceedmgs  on  that  occasion  has  been  published ;  it  was 
lot  a  correapondence  whidi  was  confined  to  the  Hong  merchants* 
Int  extended  to  the  government.  Though  a  member  of  the 
Sdect  Committee,  I  was  absent  from  China  at  the  Indian  pre* 
adendes  when  the  discussion  took  pbce,  and  I  differed  in  optnioo 
with  the  Select  Committee  as  to  the  expediency  of  sereral  of 
the  meaaores  adopted. 

825.  Have  you  seen  the  documenu  ?— I  have. 

S26L  Cao  you  state  the  nature  of  it  ? — ^The  discusaions  with 
vhidi  the  Committee  were  connected  originated  in  the  bank- 
iipCcj  of  the  Hong  merchant  Manbop.  At  the  period  of  hia 
teakniptcj,  it  appeared  that  hii  insolvency  was  very  much 
ooig  to  hia  connexion  with  the  outside  dealers ;  and  the  Hong 
iKrc&mta  generally,  as  a  body,  were  very  anxious  that  the  ex- 
tent  of  that  dealing  should  be  limited,  inasmuch  as  thev  had 
SBstained  very  serious  losses  from  being  held  responsible  for  the 
haikiuptcy  of  junior  merchants.  The  Americans  t)eing  coo- 
oecled  with  some  of  the  outside  dealers  in  question,  were  de* 
sirooi  to  aiipport  them,  and  anxious  that  the  Hong  merchants 
should  nowise  interfere  with  them.  The  American  merchants 
had,  by  the  temptation  of  higlier  prices,  succeeded  in  some 
previous  seasons  in  diverting  from  trie  Company's  investment  a 
portioQ  of  die  teas  which  were  contracted  for  by  the  Hong 
mercfaanta ;  and  it  was  with  the  view  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  that,  that  the  Committee  gave  every  encouragement  in  their 
power  to  the  Honff  merchants,  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible 
the  connexioo  of  Uie  outside  dealers  with  the  juniors  of  the 
Hoo^. 

827.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Hong  mer* 
chants  of  their  own  accord  were  willing  to  deal  wiui  the 
Anieri<:ans,  and  had  dealt  with  the  Americans,  but  that  the 
Company's  servants  interfered  to  prevent  it  ? — No ;  I  did  not 
stale  that. 

828.  Did  not  the  Company's  servants  interfere  to  prevent  the 
Hong  merchants  dealing  with  the  Americans  ?  -  No,  not  the 
Bong  nserchants. 

82a  You  have  stated  that  the  Select  Committee  were  vested 
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F*b*  1810.  by  law  with  power  to  exercise  a  control  over  all  British  sub- 

jects  at  Canton.     Do  you  appreliend  that  there  would  be  any 

Mitj(frSbtmkt,  danger  to  the  British  interests  at  Caoton  if  English  free  traders 
^*^'  were  permitted  to  export  teas  from  hence  to  tlie  Continent  of 

Europe,  ttuipposing  that  the  ships'  crews  and  sypercargoes  were, 
whilst  in  China,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Select  Committee, 
in  the  same  way  as  all  British  subjects  resorting  to  Canton  now 
are  ? — I  have  stated  generally,  that  I  conceive  any  great  ex- 
tension of  the  private  trade  m  Canton  would  have  a  tendency 
to  endanger  its  security,  inasmuch  m  lliere  would  be  a  greater 
resort  of  British  subjects  there,  and  they  would  be  more  likely 
to  come  into  collision  with  the  Chinese. 

830.  Do  you  apprehend  there  would  be  any  danger  to  the 
British  interests  at  Canton  if  English  subjects  were  permitted 
to  trade  between  the  United  KiDgdom  and  China  in  every 
thing  but  lea,  supposing  the  tea  monopoly  to  continue  as  tt 
now  iSf  in  the  hands  of  the  East-India  Company? — I  think  I 
have  already  answered  this  question.  I  conceive,  also,  there 
would  be  a  considerable  temptation  to  smuggle  tea  into  this 
country. 

83 L  Supposing  that,  in  addition  to  the  powers  now  Tested 
in   the   Select  Committee   at  Canton  by  law,  they  were  ac* 

credited  from  the  Crown  and  acted  solely  as  a  consulate,  without 
having  any  concern  in  trade  either  for  themselves  or  othen^ 
but  exercising  a  full  control  over  all  British  ships  and  subjects 
resorting  to  Canton,  would  there  be  any  danger,  under  such 
circumstances,  in  throwing  the  trade  entirely  open? — I  do  not 
think  they  could  possess,  under  such  circumstances,  the  power 
they  do  at  present,  inasmuch  as  the  control  of  the  coramcfcc 
adtfs  materially  to  their  influence. 

832,  Do  you  think  that  the  Americans,  upon  the  whole, 
purchase  their  tea  less  cheaply  or  more  cheaply  than  the  Com* 
pany  ? — The  Company,  I  think,  purchase  their  tea  on  more 
advantageous  terms*  I  conceive  that  impression  to  exist  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  tliemselves,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
frequently  seen  the  word  "  Company  "  printed,  which  is  not 
the  habit  with  the  Company's  investments,  upon  tea-chests 
consigned  on  board  American  vessels,  I  was  informed  that 
the  name  '*  Company  "  attached  a  cjuality  to  those  teas  among 
the  Americans,  which  would  not  belong  to  them  if  that  mark 
was  not  upon  the  chest.  This  left  an  impression  upon  my  mind, 
that  even  in  America  the  belief  was  that  the  Company  got 
better  teas  than  any  other  purchasers. 

833.  Are  you  aware  of  a  proclamation  issued  on  July  the 
2d,  1828,  permitting  an  intercourse  between  the  Americans 
und  the  outside  merchants  in  certain  articles,  although  exclud- 
ing them  in  others  ? — The  outside  merchants  were,  alwaya  per* 
mitted  to  deal  in  certain  articles,  china-ware  and  all  retail 
goods.    They  used  to  trade  at  the  same  time  in  itianufaclur<Hl 
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but  ihmt  wm  by  m  ocmtimcictt  oidm  bur,     Wttbtn  tht  '^  ^**>-  ^9^i 
ro  |«afi  ihejr  bave  rrcrived  pcnnis#ion  to  defti  in 

aiUct  Si  veil  »  m  otber  mrticJci.  w 

8S4.  Do  jtm  rrcolkcl  tbe  titunig  of  tb«  pfx>daiiiatioa  referred 
^ — r  bmrm  read  ibe  pfodnnttioii. 
I  SS5.  Wst  tbift  inbteyewt  to  ibe  dtficuMioii  that  took  pJac* 
tile  euperottfoes  and  the  Hong  merchantt  ?«*Ii  ipei 
to  ue  ilwnmimM  to  which  I  have  alUidad* 
Wu  it  aboot  tbat  pcriodp^lt  wat  ia  oooaaqiieace  of 
that  had  taken  place. 
L  Can  joa  ttate  wbeibcr  (eat  may  not  be  freijuently  pr«>* 
at  Manilla  and  many  of  ibe  Eastern  idaoda  as  cbaqy  m 
iaap  SDd  with  tbe  mne  facility  ? — I  have  never  iindefHood 
taattjr  anMNiot. 

It  appreri  En  tbe  Report  of  tbe  Commitiee  whidi  tat  in 

IT  lolSt  that  Mr«  James  Drummood,  now  Lord  Stralb* 

rbo  waa  the  duef  of  the  Company '•  Factory,  fave  bit 

ibat  tbey  certainly  coukl  be  procured  ai  ditWi  Mid 

if  cbeaper ;  do  yoii  eoocur  in  tbat  opinion  P-^I  tidieve 

I  aoc  be  procured  at  tJiote  placet  in  any  <)iiantity  and  of 

I  malti  J*     At  te  at  Haoilla  it  coBceroed«  tbe  Saaoiank 

f  dLamm  little  ditpoaitioa  to  aocomifi  tba  ratorl  er  Brkiah 

ilo  tbaiplaoeb 

If  ilia  Bbh^  trade  were  to  become  a  free  trade*  and 

er  in  tbe  baodt  of  the  Company,  would  not  ih^  b : 

break  op  tbe  Hong  and  etmm  a  dilTereai 

t  ClMtiirtf  timde  ?— -I  conceive  it  would  lead  to  ret ulti  upon 

I  an  peraon  could  tpecolate^  frdtn   the  very  peculiar  cha- 

'  of  the  Cbioete.  I  thould  be*  torry  to  aay  tnas  the  Englitth 

*  amid  not  compel  the  Chinete  to  come  to  any  termt  they 

la  dictate,  but  the  retult  of  tlvat,  I  tliink*  would  be  an 

I  of  tbe  amicable  rclationii  tbat  now  ftubtist*    Admit- 

;  ancb  aa  open  trade  could  be  quietly  conducted,  the 

\  merdiantj  mtght  poatett  an  almott  unlimited  power  over 

ea  tbey  to  form  a  dote  combination  againtt  individual 

,  and  recetred,  at  tbe  tame  time,  the  support  of  tbclr 

Aa  cboae  rdatbmt  are  merdy  relations  of  trade,  are  you 
tbat  tbe  trade  wouU  find  its  own  relations  after  a 


of  oonfbsion  tbat  mi^t  Mibapa  raaull  fiooi  iba 

^  f? — I  conodve  it  it  very  dkuii  to  applj  gtaival  pria» 
\  la  dm  CUaate,  or  the  conduct  of  their  government. 

tbe  trade  to  continue  a  monopoly  trade  for 
i  of  teat  in  EngUmd,  and  that  EnglUh  Bhipt  and 
iCt  were  permitted  to  carry  on  an  indirect  China 
e»  tittt  ii  10  aay,  a  trade  between  China  and  otber  parts  of 
!  votid «  wotdd  that,  in  your  opinion,  endanger  in  any  way 
the  auiiianty  of  tbe  Company't  Factory  in  China  ?« I  have 

a 


t  Feb.  1830.  stated  that  1  think  every  increase  of  the  resort  of  British  subjects 
'-^^         to  China  tvouIcI  more  or  less  affect  the  security  of  the  trade* 
IMatjorWanh,      ^^    j^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  of  British  subjects  to  China  always 
necessarily  confined  to  a  very  small  spot  ? — Jt  is. 

843  Are  you  of  opinion  that,  even  if  the  coiumercial  inler- 
coorse  was  increased,  that  could  affect  the  peace  of  the  country 
out  of  the  reach  of  that  small  district  to  which  it  is  eonfined  ? — 
I  do  not  think  the  Chinese  would  increase  the  limits  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  increased  resort  of  British  subjects, 

844.  As  the  amount  of  trade  would  probably  not  be  aug- 
mented, but  the  only  difference  would  be  that  British  subjects 
would  carry  on  a  portion  of  that  trade  which  is  now  carried  on 
by  the  Americans  and  others,  could  that  either  require  a  larger 
extent  of  ground  upon  which  to  carry  it  on,  or  could  it  in  any 
way  involve  the  Company's  Factory  in  any  increased  risk  or 
danger  ? — It  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  increased  extent  of 
such  a  trade;  the  probable  involvement  in  difficulties  with  the 
Chinese  would  be  regulated  by  that* 

843.  Suppose  twenty  British  ships  should  be  substituted  to 
carry  on  the  trade  whicli  twenty  American  ships  now  do  with 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  that  the  Company  should  remain 
as  they  now  are  with  the  monopoly  of  tlie  English  market, 
would  any  danger  arise  from  that  substitution  ?— I  believe  that 
twenty  American  ships  are  not  now  employed  in  the  trade. 

846.  Suppose  that  substitution  to  take  place*  whatever  the 
number  might  be? — It  depends  very  materially  upon  th^ 
number;  I  think  the  danger  would  be  in  proportion  lo  the 
increase. 

647.  Supposing  a  like  number  of  British  shijts  to  replace  the 
Americans  which  have  carried  on  the  carrying  trade  of  Europe, 
would  there  be  any  danger  in  that  case? — I  think  there  is  a  oif- 
ference  on  this  account,  that  the  crews  of  English  ships  come 
more  readily  into  collision  with  the  Chinese  than  the  crews  of 
the  American  ships;  there  is  a  more  prudent  and  wary  character 
belonging  to  the  American,  when  compared  with  the  careless 
and  reckless  spirit  of  English  sailors;  in  that  case,  I  think 
danger  might  result  if  those  men  were  in  ships  which  were  not 
ui\der  any  well-regulated  discipline  and  control.  The  supe- 
riority of  the  ships  of  the  Company  in  point  of  discipline  and 
arrangement  is  generally  manifest;  in  proof  of  their  superior 
efficiency  1  may  mention,  that  since  I  have  been  accfuaiDted  with 
China,  indeed  for  the  last  twenty -four  years,  there  has  not  been 
one  single  instance  of  a  homeward-bound  China  ship  being 
either  lost  or  captured.  During  this  period  between  400  au4 
500  of  these  fine  merchantmen,  the  most  perfect  ever  known  in 
the  commercial  history  of  the  world,  must  have  navigated 
between  Ciiina  and  Great  Britain,  a  part  of  the  distance 
14,000   or    15,000  miles  being    through  seas  of  difficult  and' 
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MliMU    Tbii  mi^,  I  think,  be  raoomd  m  a  2S  f^  laaft. 

of  tbc  evdcnc  V  of  the  Cbiwi  iiiipa  of  th«  CaiB|MBjrt  at        

JM  of  ilftc  ftluU  of  the  aiicera  bj  whom  they  are  conmiaBiled ; 
d^r  other  advanUgis  ni%bl  b€  ftaCed  whidi  thej  pOMttc  *^ 

^las  way  iycwif  uiaoct  rMcilted  from  lYie  tncfiaied 
*  of  caooocry  iliipilvaciiiig  la  Ctiiim?-- There  h^Ji  b^vti  no 
ily  ifi^tased  rvmnt  of  Europeant  to  what  would 
ica  to  the  cTcot  of  ah  open  tmdc,  iDosniuth  as  the  crewi 
oontij  iiiips  aia  coosfxwod  of  l^tucmn ;  but  I  haf«  Itoown 
bittii  aeli  taki  filaeo  in  China  fhm  prmont  conncet^d 
wuttiy  ihipi.  I  oiaf  mention  one  which  lUTurrcd  thfaa 
go  anoagiet  the  thipB  at  Linim.  Tlie  capijiint  of  anoM 
^  ifaipat  wNch  wtfo  Amedoao  and  oouatrjr  tkdp^  taw  a 
hoal  capdivad  by  one  of  iho  cuiiaai^iooaa  boaU,  which 
mm  upon  dut^.  They  imagined  thai  iha  Chtoaao  boat 
oor  of  Ukcir  ovn  people,  anil  they  ioiaiidJalaljr  wool 
to  hb  reKnse.  Upon  goinf;  alnngtidc  tha  Chmia  war  vaaal 
iey  were  warned  of;  and  upon  iniisting  umm  going  ao  boaidL 
MBoei  were  thrown  at  thtrm  by  the  un'w  of  the  Chiaaia  vc^iaL 
Ike  Laacan  in  the  boat  were  urdcired  to  tire  t--  r  *' r-  f '*--ncao 
kal«  and  upon  that  t^ccauion  one  (  hitic»o  w  tan 

noodcdy  one  of  whom  afierwardA  died.  The  <  unit  %t  L;uvt  rn- 
■eat  cooaidercd  thai  It  was  tfie  act  of  piratei,  and  iudcru  it  vt^ry 
wmsk  daaenred  that  character.  A  »top|)a(;e  of  the  trade  mi^ht 
live  taken  place,  but  the  Chinese  were  at  that  moment  in  no 
l^yac  CO  Wilier  into  di»cuA>4ioni.  tt  wa«  discovered  aAcrwardf 
iM  BO  pcraon  belonging  to  rhc»<*  «h»pi  tiad  been  aeixed  hy  the 
Phiweae   war  vetael.     I  cor  h    wtut  ronduct  «^1 

Company's  repnafentalivet  n  if  jippcoled  to  by  t 

lae,  mttai  have  eooiadered  indeleti»ible. 

Mi.  Id  what  year  wa*  thb?— la  1827. 

SSO.  Haira  you  e^er  known  any  fuch  act  committed  by 
Mlirfi  iubkcCi  in  China  ?^ThiD  act  wa*  conti  '  v  Britiin 

ai^liflia.     I  ba^a  known  afirays  of  tailors  with  ise* 

Wt.  Can  you  recollect  any  Instance  of  any  boat*  crew  of  an 
Irttiajrmr  Ctader  acting*  in  ti)e  way  in  which  yoti  tiave  stated  the 
aawofchat  vessel  did? — Ko,  I  do  not  remember  any  instance 
that  I  can  cam  pare  with  it. 

852,  Are  not  there  somettmet  British  sailort  on  board  Ihe 
c«Bli7  rfvpi  ?— Very  few. 

SiS*  Weie  you  af  Canlon  at  the  lime  when  Sir  Murray  Max- 
wd  fipfcedl  fail  way  up  the  river  ?^->I  was. 

854.  Old  not  he  fire  into  the  fort  ? — He  did,  and  tlie  walls  of 
ika  fen  were  in  part  blown  down. 

9^  What  waa  the  result  of  that  ?^Sir  Murray  Maxwell^ 
ippi  wnhfWig  m  Ibe  Canton  nver^  was  molested  by  the  Cbineae 
«tw  rrwrli      He  appealed  to  tlie  Viceroy  of  Canton.      No 
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23  Fefav  lb30*  altention  was  paid  to  hb  appeali  and  he  deteriBined  upon  moving 
-7 —        up  the  river.     Upon  his  being  fired  at  by  the  forts,  he  laid  his 

CJdorj*irUfanhf  g^-p  j^^  ^^^  fired  several  broadsides  into  them,  when  he  pro- 
*""  ceeded  up  the  river  and  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Canton.    A 

Chinese  deputation  came  the  next  day  from  the  Viceroy  to  con- 
gratulate the  Committee  t]pon  the  manner  in  which  Captain 
Maxwell  had  conducted  himaelf.  We  were  hardly  prepared  for 
such  a  result,  but  upon  asking  an  explanation,  they  stated  that 
though  he  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  fort,  he  had  not  fired  a 
single  gun  in  return,  and  that  in  consequence  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  come  up  the  river.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  more  than 
the  Viceroy's  situation  or  perhaps  life  was  worth,  to  admit  the 
possibility  of  an  English  frigate  forcing  the  port* 

856.  Did  not  they  allow  a  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Hall 
to  come  up  immediately  afterwards  ? — Captain  Hall  was  in  com- 
pany with  Captain  Maxw^ell,  and  came  up  either  at  the  same 
time  or  soon  afterwards; 

857.  Was  not  it  the  fact  that  the  Lyra,  in  which  Captain  Hall 
was,  was  not  stopped  as  the  Alceate  had  been  ?— To  the  best  of 
my  recollection  she  was  not  molested,  at  least  to  no  great  extent. 

858.  Do  not  some  of  the  Americans  keep  some  fast-sailing 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  a  contraband  trade  on  the  coast 
of  China  ?^Not  that  I  was  aware  of.  During  the  period  of  the 
American  war  the  American  vessels  that  came  to  China  were 
very  sharp  built,  partly  acting  as  privateers,  and  partly  to  enable 
them  to  escape  from  our  men-of-war,  I  should  say  that  the 
Americans  have  lately  altered  the  construction  of  their  vessels, 
they  now  build  squarer  ships. 

859.  Are  you  aware  of  any  fast  vessels  being  kept  there  for 
the  purpose  of  smuggling  upon  the  coast  ? — I  have  never  known 
that  they  were  built  for  that  purpose,  I  have  known  American 
schooners  engaged  in  the  trade,  and  these  were  fas^t  vessels. 

860.  Are  not  the  smugglers  of  China  a  very  powerfyl  body  ; 
do  not  they  move  in  considerable  fleets  upon  the  shore  ? — jfot 
in  fleets  ;  their  boats  are  very  well  manned  and  armed. 

8GI.  Do  not  they  set  the  government  at  defiance  ? — Entirelyt 
I  should  say,  where  they  liave  sea  room* 

862*  Do  you  suppose  that  the  government  is  capable  of  keep- 
ing them  under  P^They  possess  no  marine  force  capable,  ia 
my  opinion,  of  suppressing  them. 

86S.  Is  the  force  of  the  smugglers  upon  the  increase  or  upoa 
the  decrease? — The  smuggling  trade  of  China  is  materially  upon 
the  increase. 

864,  In  what  way  do   the  Portuguese  at  Macao  buy  and  ael 
with  the  Chinese?— The  Portuguese  trade  at   Macao  is  very 
hmited.     Followiog  gradually   the   decline  of  the  power  and 
resources  of  the  mother  country,  they  have  dwindled  into  insig- 
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of  mdc  nt  Canton,  which  Kive  alwijt  been  vefbitd  ^^— ^ 

They  are  obt^ed  to  Hare  their  tern*  brofi|^  #001  Ciflioiit  ^'^^•«:Mi"w*i» 

liicjr  are  not  Alkvwed  to  mide  there :  ihoy  mtm  f>flflilnirf  to  ^* 
iHiidi  M  one  time  waf  a  very  iiDpcntBnt  tettltftienl,  but 
lUli  eoljr  iJm  mim  of  Ibnner  protpenty. 
DariM  the  tl 


Iheir  erticlet 

leu? — ^It  w 

betweeo 

bote  v^> 

Bodi  their  11 


when  the  commerce  of  Par 
lOf  did  the  Chioefte  go  down  to 
and  eell  otben*  or  how  was  the  trode 
mmmiy  carried  on«  Ac  one  time  by  m 
mtm  aod  Pertuciac«e  merchant*,  whaeli 
',  periodt  at  the  Chinese  were  found  to  be 
"iofi  in  industry,  n»  well  as  in  the  arte  td 
Tbey  were  aAerwardi  compeUed  to  purchase  from 
mefchanta,  and  in   trifling  ariicJe*  from  the  ouuido 


Ko«  any  trade  arisen  with  the  Bruili?-'Noi  to  aoy 

thai  I  am  aware  of. 

Is  there  any  ooniiderable  coesline  trade  carried  on  by 

m&e  thcmself  ei  f  ^Tlicn;  1$,  I  believe,  I  do  not  know  to 
estent. 
Do  you  know  whether  any  vemcli  sail  from  their  ports  to 

mde  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago  ?— Ycm  they  do  ;  few 
^m  Canton,  from  the  circumttancct  I  conclude,  that 
dooe  of  the  ialandt  of  the  Archipelago  la  broudii  ibem 
pi  abioa.  Tbepfindpal  trade  of  thcaejuafcaia  nooi  tlia 
m  of  Pokien,  the  province  where  the  biack  taa  ii  grown. 
Of  what  size  are  the  Tesselt  ? — I  have  heofd  tlie  lirgprt 

at  600  tons.     They  arc  by  no  means  sea- worthy. 
Are  you  aware  that  they  import  tea  into  Sincapore  ?— 
seea  statements  of  it,  but  I  have  no  personal  ac(}uaintance 

Ltt. 

87  L  Haee  you  ever  heard  of  the  Americaa  vemeli  imnggUog 
tiMctly  l^m  the  tea  provtnoet  ?^Kever. 
071*  Are  yoo  aware  that  the  Chinese  vesieU  now  go  to 
[  ?^— Ho,  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 
Do  those  vessels  that  leave  China  for  the  purposes  of 
trade  reouife  any  lioemei  or  ia  the  trade  contraband  ? — 
e  or  the  Chinese  government  has  always  been  to 
tha  cmhration  of  iu  suhiects,  and  to  discourage  tMr 
I  in  fore%n  commerce.     No  insurmountable  imped tmenti 
in  the  way  of  the  Chinese  foreign  trade*  though  it 
iiciMBed  by  the  government^  as  being  an  improper 
^  fiir  ita  iobjieie  10  eagage  in. 
974b  Are  the  Chinese  permitted  to  leave  China  by  hiw?^ 
They  are  not  by  taw. 
87&  Is  not  a  considerable  portion  of  the  popuktion  of  Sinca- 
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pore,  Chinese  ?.^Il  is  ;  nearly  all  the  inlands  of  the  Eastern 
Archipelago  are  inhabited  by  Chinese,  who  form  the  most  indus- 
trious portion  of  the  population. 

876,  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  interior  of  the  country  ? — I 
have  nott  to  any  great  distance. 

877,  When  the  Chinese  go  to  reside  in  foreign  countries,  are 
they  allowed  to  export  their  wives? — No.  The  Chinese  who  go 
to  foreign  countries  seem  never  to  go  there  with  a  view  to  fixed 
residence*  They  are  remarkable  for  their  nationahty,  and  as 
soon  as  they  collect  a  competence  they  return.  They  are  pro- 
hibited from  emigrariog  from  China,  and  that  prohibition  of 
course  extends  to  their  wives,  which  i^  an  additional  assignable 
reason  for  their  not  becoming  fixed  colonists. 

B78.  Are  not  woollens  worn  by  the  natives  at  Canton  during 
the  winter  months  ? — They  arc. 

879.  Are  not  the  cold  months  at  Canton  February  and  March  ? 
— The  cold  season  is  from  November  to  April, 

880.  Is  not  the  climate  at  that  period  much  colder  at  Canton 
than  it  is  at  Calcutta  ?— It  i%  ;  the  two  climates  are  distinctly 
different,  though  nearly  on  the  same  parallel  of  latitude* 

881.  Is  there  much  intercourse  between  the  Chinese  and 
Japan  ? — There  is  some  intercourse  between  the  Chinese  and 
Japan,  but  to  a  limited  extent ;  the  Chinese  are  looked  upon  at 
Japan  with  the  same  distntst  as  other  foreigners,  perhaps  more 
so,  from  the  proximity  of  their  empire  to  Japan. 

882.  What  difficulties  exist  with  respect  to  any  trade  with 
Cochin  China  and  Siam? — ^The  extreme  jealousy  of  the  govern- 
ments, and  the  kings  of  these  countries  putting  themselves  for- 
ward as  the  first  merchants  in  their  dominions,  requiring  the' 
right  of  pre-emption  of  all  commodities,  and  attaching  their 
own  prices  to  them*  We  have  endeavoured  to  propitiate  their 
favour  by  unsoccessful  missions,  which  have  tended  to  injure 
our  trade  rather  tlmn  promote  its  interests.  That  description  of 
wretched  truckling  to  the  despots  of  these  uUra-gangetic  nations 
and  persons,  in  the  capacity  of  British  representatives,  walking 
about  without  shoes  among  white  elephants  and  monkies,  bat 
only  tended  to  degrade  our  national  character  without  obtaining 
for  us  any  commercial  advantages. 

883.  Supposing  the  European  trade  were  excluded  from  China, 
would  it  not  resort  to  the  islands  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago  ? 
*— 1  think  that  great  difficulties  would  arise  in  tlie  w^ay  of  its 
resort  there,  from  the  cumbrous  and  unwieldy  nature  of  the 
Chinese  vessels,  and  the  insecurity  which  is  supposed  to  attach 
to  property  embarked  in  tliem  ;  from  the  difficulties  which  mighl 
be  placed  in  the  way  by  the  Chinese  government  of  the  export 
of  tea  to  any  great  quantity  from  China,  They  have  prevented 
the  export  of  tea  in  native  vessels  by  sea  to  Canton. 
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8Bi.  Are  the  tnumctiooi  of  die  nnuggliiig  trade  carried  on  S3  Feb.  1830. 
with  as  much  fidelity  and  regularity  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese 
as  the  transactions  o€  the  rcguhu-  trade? — With  wonderful  regu-  '--^•^J^ 
laritj.  considering  the  nature  of  the  trade ;  certainly  not  with  ^ 

die  same  regnlariQr  as  those  of  the  1^  trade. 

885.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  transactions  in  Sycee  ? — 
Tca»  lam. 

886.  Are  those  carried  on  with  regularity?— With  extrtaie 
r^ulaiity. 

867.  la  not  diat  atradein  which,  if  there  wm  not  regularityt 
dwre  would  be  exposure  to  firaud?— It  is  from  iu  nature rery 
open  to  fraud ;  at  the  same  time,  the  employment  of  the  per* 
KMH  that  deal  in  Sycee  dqiends  entirely  upon  their  presenring 
Iheirr 


888.  And  die  result »,  diat  those  trensactions  are  very  regu- 
lar ?— Wonderfully  so. 


Soppodng  the  same  estabKthroent  that  the  Company 
rpKwe  at  Canton  were  to  be  continued  as  deputies  or  repre- 
sentatnrea  of  the  Crown,  and  to  hare  the  same  control,  or  a 
neater  control  orer  erery  British  subject  resorting  to  China  than 
ttey  DOir  have,  could  not,  in  that  case,  a  fVee  trade  be  carried 
OBwklMnit  any  risk  or  danger? — Not  with  the  same  security 
I  at  present. 


890.  Supposing  they  had  the  same  power,  why  should  they 
aot  act  OD  behalf  of  the  King  as  they  now  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Ctmnfmny  ?— Their  possessins  the  power  of  King's  consul  would 
gire  tbem  a  greater  control  ortr  British  subjects,  but  would 
'^      little  change  in  their  character  in  the  estimation  of  the 


891.  Suppose  they  were  vested  with  the  power  of  imprisom'ng 
and  afffy^"*g  away,  and  controlling  in  any  way  the  crews  of  the 
TTSstlf  resorting  to  the  port  of  Canton,  can  you  see  any  diffi* 
eolty  there  wodd  be  in  carrying  on  a  fiee  trade  ? — I  think  the 
mswcis  I  hare  previously  given  go  to  show  difficulties  as  likely 
to  eiiat.  The  Select  Committee  posseM  the  power  of  deporta- 
tion,  aa  it  iscalled,  already,  by  a  clause  in  the  charter  of  1813. 

892.  I>o  you  think  that  the  mat  trade  which  the  Company 
carry  on  there  gives  them  an  auUiority  which  would  not  be  pos* 
aesaed  by  persons  not  earring  on  trade  ?<— Unquestionably  it 
gives  than  both  power  and  mfluence. 

89S.  Would  not  a  greater  degree  of  trade  carried  on  by 
Eitflislimen,  under  their  authority,  give  them  a  greater  influence  ? 
-7do  not  know  that  it  would. 

89i.  Is  the  danger  you  i^pprebend  from  the  unlimited  resort 
of  Britiah  merchantt  ?— It  is,  b  some  measure. 


Jovis,  25f*  die  Febrmrit^  1830* 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  Esq^  called  in,  and  examined, 

2&  Feb*  1830*       895.  You  are  the  head  of  an  extensive  commercial  establish- 

tnent  at  Liierpoal  trading  with  the  United  States  of  America, 

JT,  Brtmrn,  Eiq^  ^^^  carrying  on  business  upon  commission  for  other  persons 
engaged  upon  that  business? — I  am, 

896.  Are  you  very  extensively  engaged  in  it  ?« Tolerably  so* 

897.  As  extensively  as   any  other   house  in   Liverpool  ? — 1 
I                           presume  we  are. 

898.  Have  you  been  employed,  either  on  your  own  account 
or  on  account  of  other  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
to  ship  goods,  being  British  manufactures,  to  China  from  this 
country  ? — We  have* 

899.  To  what  extent  ? — Probably  that  question  will  be  most 
correctly  answered  by  a  memorandum  from  my  books.  This  is 
an  exact  account  of  the  amount  which  we  have  from  tiAie  to 
time  shipped,  the  total  amount  is  £744,257.  8^.  M. ;  in  Novem- 
ber 1821,  £66,75  L  19^.  W. ;  in  March  1822,  £64.256.  18^.  3^,; 
in  March  1823,  £50,834.  1-2*,  8^.;  in  August  1824,  £53,277, 
2f.  hd.',  in  February  1825,  £52^422.  10*.  7^^.;  in  September 
1825,  £76,016.  14*.  2d.',  in  July  1825,  £54,217.  2j.  Irf.;  in 
December,  £47,505.  19a.  Srf. ;  in  September  1826,  £48,471. 
7j.  lid.  I  in  June  1827,  £59,808.  2*.  9d. ;  in  October,  £65,966. 
19*.  4^.;  in  May  1829,  £55,909.  4*.  Bd.;  in  August,  £48,818. 
15*.  6c/.  The  sums  I  have  stated  were  the  amount  of  involceB 
with  charges  after  deducting  drawbacks.  Some  of  the  ships 
took  some  specie,  the  amount  of  which  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  accuracy,  but  in  the  whole  it  cannot  have  exceeded 
£10,000;  the  rest  was  British  dry  goods,  and  some  other  small 
matters. 

900.  Were  those  goods  shipped  for  Canton,  or  were  they 
shipped  for  any  other  place?— They  were  shipped  for  Canton« 
but  we  generally  cleared  out  for  Batavia. 

901.  Had  you  any  particular  reason  for  preferring  to  dear 
out  for  Java  instead  of  clearing  out  direct  for  Canton? — So 
long  as  my  friends  considered  the  business  worth  following, 
they  were  willing  that  it  should  be  as  little  known  as  possible  to 
others. 

902.  Was  it  from  a  dread  of  exciting  competition  that  you 
conceive  they  wished  to  clear  out  for  Batavi  a  instead  of  Canton? 

— I  presume  it  was. 

903.  What  proportion  do  you  conceive  that  the  manufactured 
goods,  which  you  shipped  upon  agency  for  China,  bears  to  the 
whole  export  of  manufactured  goods  in  neutral  bottoms  from  this 
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coimtrj  to  Canton?— To  that  cm  AmtfioaA  account,  I  ihouM  zs  ¥dh  i«io 
suppose  might  be  one-half  or  one-third ;  but   I  cannot  speak         — ^ 
with  any  d^ae  of  accuracy  at  to  that  poinu  ^*  Mrmm,  £sf. 

904.  Bat  you  know  that  other  houtet  hare  shipped  goods  on 
AnMricm  aooomt  fima  this  oountry  to  Canton  ? — I  knov  they 
hare. 

906.  Hare  you  any  meant  of  knowing  whether  th<ite  specii« 
Ittiont  have  turned  out  pro6table  or  otherwise  to  tlie  partiet? 
^Latterly  they  have  been  wery  unprofitable ;  the  lost  three  or 
finr  yiear^ 

906.  Can  you  exphun  the  circumstances  that  have  led  to 
^eir  bcmg  to  onprafitable?— 1  think  there  are  various  caotet 
vky  they  have  been  unprofitable.  One  probability  is  the  cir* 
comttaoce  of  the  Eaat^India  Company  having  supplied  Canada 
(lireet  with  teaty  which  prevented  teat  being  smuggled  into  the 
Csnadat  from  the  United  Statet ;  another  cause  probably  is, 
tkat  the  markett  of  Europe  have  been  more  shut  against  the 
Ameneana  by  prohibitory  duties,  and  in  consequence  of  more 
(firect  trade  between  those  countries  and  Canton  in  their  own 


907*  You  «Man  the  return  trade  from  China  in  tea?— Tea. 
AatChur  ca«ae»  which  I  thonld  think  hat  probaUv  still  more 
hcariaig  upon  the  American  trade  with  India  and  Qiina  it,  that 
the  cradit  given  fiw  dutiet  ia  the  United  States  is  lone.  The 
credit  given  on  riiipt  coming  from  China  is  six,  twelve,  and 
ewhteen  montht,  except  on  teat ;  there  is  upon  them  a  credit 
oftwdve  months  on  the  duties  afVer  they  are  taken  mit  of  bond ; 
and  ihoae  fhcilitiet,  I  conceive,  have  furnished  capital,  which 
hts  produced  over-trading,  and  made  the  trade  eventually  not 
soproBtaole. 

906.  What  was  the  larsett  import  of  tea  fh>m  Canton  to  the 
Caited  Statet  prior  to  thit  over-trading  ?— I  am  not  able  to 
tnswer  that  qoettion. 

909.  But  you  know,  generally,  that  there  was  an  excess  of 
supply  of  tea,  at  compami  with  the  demand  in  America  ?— 
Tea,  I  am  quite  aware  of  that. 

910.  Do  you  recollect  in  what  year  this  excess  of  supply 
which  haa  niade  the  trade  so  unprofitable,  first  became  manifest 
IB  America  ?^l  think  it  began  to  be  felt  four  years  ago. 

91 L  Do  you  mean  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that  the  losses 
antained  in  this  trade  were  upon  the  returns  from  China,  rather 
tliao  ft^MB  the  exports  from  this  country  ? — I  confine  myself 
sUagether  to  the  returns  from  China. 

912.  Yon  tUted  that  the  continental  duties  upon  tea  imported 
fraai  the  United  Sutet  were  raited:  at  what  period  was  that 
iterati^s?— I  cannot  tuta  exactly  the  period;  I  merely  know 
thafiKi  oCtKm  hsving  beatt  obttadaa  in  the  way  of  trade  tliat 
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25  Feb*  Iflv^O,  have  caused  gome  impediment  to  that  free  shipment  the^r-  before 
enjoyed. 

913.  Do  you  apprehend  that  before  the  East-India  Company 
undertook  to  send  teas  direct  from  Canton  to  the  British  pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  that  tliose  provinces  were  principally 
supplied  from  the  United  States  ?^ — I  have  no  doubt  that  they 
were  supplied  to  a  considerable  extent  from  the  United  States ; 
the  precise  extent  I  cannot  state. 

914.  Do  you  believe  that  any  supply  now  comes  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Briliiih  provinces?^!  ttiink,  if  any  thing, 
it  is  the  reverse. 

915.  You  think  it  is  more  probable  that  teas  are  introduced 
from  Canada  into  the  United  States?  - 1  think  it  is  very  pro- 
bable they  are,  under  existing  circumstances. 

916.  What  IS  the  rate  of  duty  upon  tea  in  the  United  States? 
— It  varies,  depending  upon  the  description  oC  tea;  but  that  I 
am  not  ahogether  able  to  answer.  I  anj  aware  that  it  is  a  high 
duty,  but  I  cannot  state  exactly  what  it  is. 

917.  You  stated  that  a  credit  is  given  for  the  duties  for  as 
long  a  period  as  eighteen  months  in  some  cases^  and  that  this 
credit  has  been  the  means  of  given  facility  to  over-trading,  by 
creating  a  capital  in  the  hands  of  parties  who  were  embarked 
in  those  speculations  ? — ^That  is  my  opinion. 

918.  Of  courge,  the  amount  of  the  capital  so  created  in  tlieir 
hands  must  depend  upon  the  amount  of  duty  ? — Certainly. 

919.  From  the  statement  you  read,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  considerable  shipment  of  goods  in  the  last  year  ? — There 
has  been. 

920.  Is  the  trade  reviving  on  the  part  of  the  United  States? 
— ^1  cannot  say  that  it  is;  but  it  has  been  so  long  bad,  that  the 
parties  eniharking  in  those  specuhitions  have  a  reasonable  hope 
and  expectation  that  it  wiil  revive  for  iheir  imports  to  tne 
United  States  by  the  time  the  vesticls  return. 

921.  What  are  the  returns  from  China  to  the  United  States? 
— ^Principally  Jcas  and  silks.  I  should  say  that  the  prices  of 
teas  arc  a  little  better  in  the  United  States,  but  nothing  of 
any  moment. 

922.  Of  course  you  liave  opportunities  of  communicating 
witli  captains  and  owners  of  vessels  which  you  freighted,  and 
with  supercargoes  that  have  traded  to  China  ;  did  they  ever 
fltatc  to  you  any  difficult ies  that  occurred  with  respect  to  the 
sale  of  their  goods,  or  the  purchase  of  the  teas^  or  ot!ier  com* 
modities  in  China,  by  the  interposition  of  the  Chinejiie  authorities 
in  Canton?  — I  make  it  my  business  frequently  to  inquire  of 
captains  of  those  vessels  the  nature  of  the  Chinese  trade,  and  I 
never  was  aware  that  any  difficulty  whatever  arose  on  the  part 
of  the  constituted  authoritfe*  there,   but  the  reverse ;    I  h«tfe 
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Hut  they  ircre  rerj  much  di<|io«ed  io  collifale  the  ^  f vb^  i 
«  mad  to  aflbtil  tvery  rciaiofiiblc  liiejlity« 

Do  jreo  kaom  whtiAm  i       ' '  It«J    Sistn  buve  jiny  "*" 

m  ai  Cmtoo  to  fpror  j  flMlliiit*  ttirir  imde  ? 

10  tino  tbej  had  a  oomuJ  U^^rv ;  but  I  im  not  cenain 
'  thojr  iiavo'at  thii  fDoinmt  or  not. 

Do  you  know  wlirthcr  tW  purctmses  made  by  the  luper- 
of  the  ihtpt  in  wltich  }ou  nrr  mt.r,  tt-f.fi  were  made 
tho  Hong  mrrchanUi  or  finrilv  Honj;  mer- 

jmd  pBitlv  torn  other  mtrdiatiU,  i.^tiv.*  m  tea/— ^Tlni 
!  oriT  mde,  I  appfohafidt  oo  the  amtrat  of  a  Mp  m  China. 
the  irat  jimancet  to  apfiljr  to  the  Honfr.  the  iitj>efatfvo« 
faonalcoi  ibaeontract  with  the  Honft*  malMOUko 
hio  bo  can  with  him,  ami  gctiorally  ofvaa  hiai  tin 
in  pordiauof  «otiie  of  bia  carao  mm  hims  bot 
I  every  instance  I  haxi  own  of,  he  nai  been  at  lihorty 

f  |iarcbaac  frain  the  >g««  or  from  the  ouuide  trade: 

MOcraUv  ti  p4!c^i^t)c;e  to  the  lioiig  to  whicli  hia 

1  n  coiislgi-  ^  teas  are  ai  dtea|i  aa  otht^rt* 

Do  thoao  aupefearvoea  |p»  gooorally  to  the  outaido 

i?*^In  Ibo  fine  jnataiiee  they  mitat  •ppljf  to  one  of  the 

ta  to  accure  the  vcafcl ;  anil  it  ia  matter  of  ar- 

I  CT  confrr  f  ^  »*  '     ^  what  quantity  of  traa  they  ahall 

a  him.     11  u>wi  them  his  Mitii|ileat  and  it  ia 

to  the  aatisiiirtion  ui  tnc  fiarties  ^  but  I  believe  a  hrjg^ 

ia  bought  from  the  other  Hong  merchantav  or  ihm 

nde  inerchaflta. 

Then  tlwre  ia  no  obligation  to  trade  with  the  Hong 
Bt  beyond  iba  igreeatent  made  ia  the  contiact  for  aecur* 
reaael?— Kone. 


if7«  Do  you  k0ow  whether  the  price  of  teaa  purchaaed  by 
■opofcargoea  varied  conaiderahJy  at  different  perioda?— I 
F  ahmajra  itodenlood  China  to  he  a  fluctuating  market. 

928>  Did  the  auorrcargocf  ever  comptain  that  they  could 
teaa  of  the  beat  qualitiea  fbf  the  Aro^can  trade  ? — 


I.  Dooa  that  anawer  apply  to  t^nry  deacription  of  teai*  the 
HMk  ^  well  aa  the  green  ?—  U  does. 

iSQL  In  point  of  fact,  it  not  green  tea  the  great  conffumption 
of  the  IJniicrd  Stjitet? — It  ta,  I  ahould  probably  aay.  that  inaa- 
iMdi  aa  the  Eaat-India  Cmtmtm  are  the  largeat  purchaaefa, 
panieiilarfy  of  black  teaa.  I  aboukl  tUnk  thoY  night  hate  aoan 
iij|lii  adwitafea  in  the  fiurehaae  of  that  Uf>r  T    (si 

tal  iiiaomnrh  aa  the  Americana  are  Urg^  pu  tjcn 

iMit  I  ihouJd  tbifik  the  Eaat^lndia  Company  will  Uavl  uo  advon- 
to|ei  there :  but  any  adf antage  that  may  arise  to  one  juirty  or 
lotiier  I  look  upon  aa  ariaing  aolely  from  their  being  eitlier 
Ivfer  or  aaera  Untitled  euatofnert • 
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Feb.  ItOO.       931.  What  is  the  size  of  the  American  ihips  in  which  this 

^—         trade  has  been  carried  on,  so  far  as  you  have  beeo  concerned 

itr»iim,  E$q.  jjj  i(  V — III  giijpa  from  three  hundred  to  nearly  five  hundred  toDS, 

9B?.  Have  the  shtpe  a  supercargo  to  make  their  purchaiflfi 

and  dispose  of  their  freight  or  is  that  duty  sometimes  Id^  to  the 
captain  ?— Sometimes,  when  he  is  a  very  clever  man  ;  but  in  the 
ships  in  which  I  liave  been  particularly  interested  there  Is  a  re- 
side n  I  agent  upon  the  spot  in  China. 

933.  Do  you  know  what  ihe  freight  is  from  Liverpool  to 
China,  and  back  to  the  United  States? — The  freights  have 
fallen  very  much  of  late.  Tliey  were  at  one  time  as  high  £9  or 
£10  a  ton  for  the  nieasurenieni  tonnage  of  forty  cubit  feet,  but 
I  apprehend  they  are  not  more  than  two^thtrds  of  that  now, 
probably  not  so  much  :  but  I  beg  to  be  understood  as  not 
stating  exactly  what  they  are  now ;  I  know  they  are  very  con- 
siderably le«s. 

934.  You  have  stated,  that  as  far  as  you  have  had  means  of 

information  from  parties  engaged  in  tliis  trade,  there  appears  a 
very  favourable  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  to  culti- 
vate a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  Slates ;  have 
you  any  particular  reason  for  stating  that  such  a  disposition 
exists? — Some  years  ago  there  was  a  serious  fire  at  Canton, 
when  our  friends  had  a  good  many  goods  burnt^  and  the  Chinese 
government  made  good  the  loss  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  I  therefore  infer  that  there  was  a  good  feeling  towardi 
cultivating  commerce  generally. 

935.  Can  you  state  to  what  amount  the  loss  sustained  was 
made  good  by  the  government  of  China  ? — I  cannot ;  I  believe 
it  was  very  considerable  ;  it  apphed  to  all  other  nations  as  well 
as  the  United  States ;  the  loss  was  made  good  to  ail. 

936.  Has  the  trade  ever  been  interrupted  ? — It  was  partially 

for  a  short  time,  an  Italian  sailor  in  an  American  ship  having 
killed  a  woman;  but  I  know  very  little  of  the  transaction* 

937.  Do  you  know^  whether  tlie  Chinese  government  enforce 
the  pajTnent  of  debts  to  Europeans  on  the  part  of  Chinese 
subjects? — So  far  as  the  Hong  are  concerned^  I  believe  the 
Hong  are  responsible  for  each  other ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  il 
is  With  the  private  trade,  whether  there  is  any  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  pay  debts  contracted  by  the  outside 
dealers  or  not. 

938.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  merchants  from 
the  United  Slates  are  treated  at  Canton  with  as  much  favour  as 
any  other  nation  ? — I  believe  they  are  quite  as  much  so. 

939.  Do  you  know  upon  what  principle  it  h  that  the  govern- 
ment indemnifies  foreign  traders  from  fosses  by  such  a  casual ty 
as  Bee  P*-^!  do  not ;  I  was  rather  surprised  at  the  fact, 

940*  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  tea  annually  consumed  i^ 
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tlMtod  StMei?— I cifukii  iriih  my  •oconcy  s  Intt  1  beKrvc 

t  Do  bo  «lKNIt  «X  Olillioili  of  p^tttldl* 

I  ML  It  tbore  in/  ipxport  of  cm  do*  from  the  Unttisil  Stales 
> iojr  pvtt  of  Europe ;"— lliere  ii;  bat  bjr  no  mmiM  ta  exM^ 
~tm§ti  was* 

IM^  Cte  rou  •tat«  nrhea  thr  indo  of  carrying  tea  from  Caa> 
I  lo  CananM  on  ilie  put  of  die  Compiuiy  coisinaicad  ?«>!  da 
ibe  period* 

[  MSk  Are  jou  awire  Umt  tlie  diiUe»  paid  upon  tea  iiii|ioitad 
'  I  are  varjr  taneh  lawer  iban  the  duties  iipao  tea  tni* 
into  the  Dailad  telee?— I  am. 
Da  yoQ  kaoir  tlia  piaporlion  ?— I  do  not  know  the  pro- 
bm  I  am  aware  they  are  considcrabty  lower. 

|M6w  Are  you  aware  that  there  n  a  rule  on  the  part  of  the 
;  aMrabaaU,  Ihat  if  they  deliver  a  che«t  of  tea  that  tbalT, 
axaauDatiODt  be  found  to  be  damaged,  they  thall  then  re^ 
I  fva  Ibr  ooe  ?* I  am  aware  of  the  fact. 

1 91ft.  Tlial  appllri  to  alt  traders  ?»lt  dors, 
M*.  Do  the  oulaido  rnercKiintJi  alio  return  two  for  ooe  in  a 
'case? — I  cannot  stitte  tluit  poattiirely  ;  I  believe  tlicy  do. 

\%W»  ir«Mi  have  stated^  that  latterly  the  American  return  trade 

teim  haa  not  been  profitable ;  do  you  conceive   that, 

that  trade  wa«  coti fined  within  proper  Uinita,  there  is 

2  that  It  would  iliU  be  a  prolltabie  trade  to  America  ? 
are  is  every  reason  to  supfMiee  that  it  would* 
I  tin  Ai^  yea  aware  whether  the  Americans  have  sustained 
|MH»  atfatf  branches  of  their  trade,  from  the  ctrcumntance 
tnie  baviag  been  carried  rather  too  far  in  the  tame 
I  ?_They  have- 
In  tiie  sujiply  of  cotton  for  mftance  ?— They  have  on 


961^  Do  you  ascribe  the  Iomcs  in  otiier  trades  to  the  same 

Wf  in  part,  to  whi^h  you  ancribc  the  tossei  in  this  trade  of 

nemrly,  the  Iting  credit  given  upon  the  duties^  and  the 

lity  thereby  jifft>rJed  to  speculation  f — Probablv   that  would 

t;  tiiere  i*  a  vL-ry  great  spirit  of  enterprise  m  the  United 

s,  and  it  U  pushed  frequently  too  fnkr. 

fiSS:  Have  voa  lt<^urd  that  in  the  port  of  Canton  tliere  is  con- 
sUetaiile  ftcilitj  idforded  to  captains  of  ships  in  competing 
their  cargoes  f^V^ry  great. 

9^  Aa  mat  as  in  other  poru  witli  wliidi  you  are  ac- 
^niaiad?— 4  sbould  think  more  than  in  most  other  purta. 

tSi.  You  have  staled  that  the  loss  which  you  mv  han  fi^tlowcHl 
iIms trade laldy  is eoniaed  ta  the  home  cargo;  hua  tlio  out- 
I  a  flsod  trade  ?^1  have  und^tood  that  it  lias 
trade. 
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955.  Haa  it  been  io  tbrougbout  the  period  tliat  it  has  been 
carried  on  ? — So  far  as  I  know,  it  has. 

956.  Do  not  the  Araerican  ships  also  go  with  teas  directly  to 
the  Continent  from  Canton?— They  do^ 

957.  Can  you  state  whether  that  has  also  been  a  losing 
trade  ? — I  have  had  no  particular  koowledge  of  that  trade,  further 
than  knowing  that  they  do  go  from  Canton  to  the  Continent. 

f>58.  Must  not  any  trade,  in  so  bulky  an  article  as  tea,  which 
is  first  carried  to  America,  and  from  America  to  Europei  be 
charged  with  too  much  expense  to  make  it  a  profitable  trade  in 
the  long  run? — It  certainly  must  operate  very  much  against  it, 
where  there  is  ati  opportunity  of  carrying  tea  on  a  direct 
voyage. 

S59»  Have  you  any  means  of  saying  whether  the  direct  trade 
of  the  Americans  from  Canton  to  Europe  has  been  profitable 
or  not? — I  think  not  lately. 

960.  Is  the  business  of  the  adventurers  performed  by  super- 
cargoes sent  out  with  each  ehip,  or  is  it  performed  by 
resident  merchants  there? — If  the  question  refers  to  the  direct 
trade  from  America  to  Canton,  I  think  it  is  generally  carried 
on  by  supercargoes  ;  but  if  it  refers  to  the  trade  that  has  been 
carried  on  from  England  to  Canton,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
interested*  there  has  been  a  resident  upon  the  spot  to  whom  tlie 
vessels  have  been  consigned* 

96  L  When  a  supercargo  is  sent,  or  a  resident  is  employed, 
what  is  the  charge  of  agency  for  that  trade  ? — I  have  imder- 
«tood,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  pretty  nearly  what  is  allowed  to 
supercargoes,  three  per  cent,  or  two  and  a  half  per  cent*  It  is 
matter  of  contract  altogether;  but  I  should  say  it  would  average 
about  three  per  cent- 

962.  Is  the  charge  about  the  same,  whether  it  is  done  by  a 
supercargo  sent  out  with  each  ship  or  by  resident  merchants  on 
the  spot?— I  do  not  know  what  the  charge  of  a  resident  mer- 
chant generally  is;  except  that  I  know,  with  respect  to  the 
gentleman  that  represents  my  friends  there,  there  is  a  guarantee 
tJiat  he  shall  have  a  certain  sum,  that  their  commission  shall 
produce  to  him  within  the  year  a  certain  amount :  it  is  a  matter 
of  bargain.  They  sometimes  take  out  two  supercargoes,  a 
principal  and  an  assistant  supercargo. 

963*  Is  it  not  the  fact,  that  the  Boston  ships  have  generally 
no  supercargoes,  but  go  to  resident  merchants,  but  that  the 
New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia  ships  are  generally  sent 
with  floating  supercargoes  ? — My  connections  lying  principally 
in  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia^  I  speak  more  of ' 
them  than  I  do  of  Boston. 

964-,  Can  you  say  whether  the  adventurers  from  those  three 
places.  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia  generally  go 
to  resident  merchants,  or  have  they  supercargoes  with  each 
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ip?— Daring  wjr  rradeoct  in  Bdiitnore  they  had  almoti  nv^  im. 
ncwgoOp  Istltrif  iKey  Ihi?«i  fooa  mare  to  roiidfiit         *-^ 

MS.  Do  yoii  concidcr  Uiat  a  retiderit  merchatit  or  «  rctiiiciie 
^  on  the  <pot,  niMt  have  grMlflr  adfaoli^fia  in  deoUtig  in  n 
rj  <nrer  n  peraoci  who  comw  tbort  m  m  tM^^r  to  oury 
I  n  iingle  tiomcd  tratitaction  ?^I  am  quite  aware   that  the 
are  a  very  suapicious,  cuutiouK  people,  and  that  to  do 
to  adrantage  with  them   It  \»  ncccxiary  for  them  to 
I  previom  tnn«actioni  with  you«  that  they  may  have 
in  yoQi  if  yuu  onci-'  cMtabUih  coRfidenoe^  thehwncaa 
ay  conducted  un  better  terms  than  it  would  be  with  a 
atfwiger* 

Hai  not  a  reaident  on  llie  ipot,  beyond  tlie  adTantase 

he  haa  of  being  acqtiainted  with  (lersonit  and  with  the 

f»  llw  ad<Btioiial  advantage  of  being  able  to  iclect  hit 

no  for  pordiaae  and  tale,  whereaa  a  man  who  gtKt  out 

I  m  ahip  it  obliged  to  perform  ht«  businesa  at  once»  without 

and  then  to  come  back  ? — No  doubt  he  haa» 

tt7.  la  noi  it  the  caae  in  that  trade,  as  in  trades  generally, 

when  aoperaargort  are  mmt   out,  tliey  maka  the  bent 

tliey  can  wtUi  tome  merchant  at  the  port*  ffiving  him 

oommi^Bton  aa  they  can  agree  for^  and  pocketing  the 

r? — No,  I  tliink  not  in  China,    I  think  thai  they  make 

with   the   Hong  merchants,  to  whom  they  consign 

Ives,  in  the  best  terms  they  can  ;  but  I  ap|>fchend  there 

I  no  division  of  the  supercargo's  commitsion  with  the  I  long; 

rell  understood  what  he  will  have  to  pay   to  tlie  flong 

!  he  leaves  tlte  United  Sutes,  and  that  is  apart  front  his 

mmimioa  altogether. 

You  have  staled  what  U  the  custom  of  the  Chtnete  tn 
any  damaged  tea  is  found  in  the  cargo  they  thip ;  do  you 
i  thv  American  trade  it  more  subject  to  tricks  and  decep* 
( of  that  description  than  the  English  trade  ? — I  am  not  able 
lawrr  that. 
M9«  Can  you  state  whether  there  is  generally  any  material 
__*ce  between  the  quality  of  the  tea  imported  iiito  America 
the  tea  imported  by   tJie  East-India  Company  into  this 
itiy? — I  can  only  speak  from  ffeneral  rumour.     The  feeling 
I  the  port  of  the  Aineritani  i»,  thai  iJie  tea  imported  into  the 
dotted  Scales  is  better  than   that  we  drink  in   England ;  hut 
^ikkj  do  not  drink  so  mikh  black  tea  in  Amcricn  a«  they  do  in 


9711.  Hm  that  opinion  been  sUted  u  a  positive  opinion  ?  I 
hte  ftnwntly  heard  the  Axnmcana  say  that  tliey  thought 
Iber  tea  tietter  titan  ours. 

9tl.  Have  you  been  in  America  yourself? — Yes,  I  retided 
Ikrrr  many  }'cars. 
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25  Feb,  1830.       972»  What  iibould  you  eaj  from  your  own  experience  ? — I 

am  not  a  sufficient  judge  to  answer  from  my  own  experience  ; 

•         "*  ■^'*7'  it  was  many  years  ago,  ami  I  have  very  little  recollection  of  the 
kind  of  tea  I  u^ed  to  drink  at  Uiat  time* 

973.  Do  you  know  the  rate  of  insurance  from  Canton  to 
America  ? — It  has  %iiried  :  it  has  been  as  high  as  six  ;  I  believe 
now  about  four  and  a  half  to  five  per  cent- 

974.  Where  arc  those  insurances  effected? — In  the  United 
States. 

975.  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  the  green  tea  in  America  is 
better  than  tfie  green  tea  in  this  country,  and  that  tJie  black 
tea  in  America  h  bL^tter  than  the  black  tea  in  this  country  ? — 
It  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer  Batiafactorily.  I  have 
merely  heard  persons  who  have  been  in  the  United  Slates  say 
generally,  that  the  tea  was  better  than  our  English  tea.  Par- 
ticulars were  not  gone  into ;  it  was  not  said  whether  it  was 
black  tea  or  green  tea. 

976.  Do  you  consider  the  woollens  that  you  send  out  from 
this  country  of  an  inferior  quality  to  what  the  East-India  Com- 
pany s!iip? — I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  ai-e  of  an 
inferior  qualify;  but  I  am  not  a  judge  of  the  article  myself. 

977.  Where  are  they  manufactured  ? — The  woollens  are  mil* 
nufactured  at  Leedst  and  the  stufl^  at  Norwich* 

978.  When  you  buy  them  from  the  manufacturers  there>  do 
you  make  that  bargain  upon  the  understanding  that  they  arc 
of  an  inferior  quality  to  what  the  Company  ship*  or  do  you  con- 
aider  3'oursetf  aji  paying  a  price  for  a  fair  quality  ? — The  agent 
who  has  always  made  those  purchases  in  this  country  ts  a 
partner  in  the  house,  and  I  have  always  understood  from  him 
timt  they  were  quite  as  good  as  tlie  Company's,  and  bouglit 
upon  et)ually  favourable,  or  more  favourable  terms. 

979.  Are  the  goods  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  agentt  or  are 
they  bought  by  the  agent  ready  made  ?— I  believe  both  ways : 
they  are  sometimes  bought  ready  made,  and  occasional!}'  or- 
dered to  be  made ;  but  the  detail  of  the  transactions  by  the 
agent  I  am  not  so  conversant  with. 

960.  Have  you  ever  understootl  from  the  agent  who  bought 
tliose  goods  that  he  made  a  point  of  obtaining  cheap  and  inferior 
goods,  rather  than  goods  of  the  best  qua! it)'  ? — I  have  always 
understood  that  he  obtained  goods  of  the  very  best  quality^ 
and  that  he  was  extremely  particular  about  them  ;  for  the 
Chinese  have  a  peculiar  taste,  and  he  endeavoured  aa  &r  aa 
possible  to  meet  ttiat  taste, 

981,  You  have  stated  that  you  have  understood  that  the  trade 
in  dry  goods  to  China,  independent  of  the  homeward  cargo^  ban 
been  profitable  ;  have  you  had  occasion  to  see  any  accounts  of 
sales  from  which  you  have  formed  that  opinion  ? — Our  friend 
here  transacting  that  business  had  made  luch  representationi 
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to  iBe»  and  I  hftfe  every  rcftson  to  gire  credit  to  them,  that  the  25  K4,.  isa#. 

outward  cargoes  were  reasonably  profitable.  

98t.  Then  you  have  not  seen  any  account  tales  ?—.!  cannot  ^*  ^"^'*'  ^' 
mj  that  I  have ;  I  have  only  seen  them  in  his  hands  in  passing* 

965.  Do  you  believe  an  American  sunercargo  would  decline 
introducing  into  consumption  among  the  Chinese  prohibited 
goods,  or  goods  bearing  high  duties,  whenever  profifable  to 
them  ? — I  should  think  some  of  them  would,  others  would  not. 

984.  Do  you  think  Englishmen  and  private  traders  would 
decline  doing  that  under  those  circumstances  ?^I  think  some 
of  tbetn  would,  and  others  would  not. 

96o.  You  hare  suted  that  there  is  a  commission  charged 
upon  goods  at  Canton  either  by  the  supercargo  or  by  merchants 
there ;  is  it  upon  the  invoice  amount  of  the  goods  shipped,  or 
upon  the  amount  of  the  sale  there  ? — When  specie  is  shipped 
Aom  the  United  States  the  commission  is  charged  on  the 
amount  of  the  investment ;  when  goods  are  shipfM^,  and  the 
cargo  bought,  there  is  a  double  commission  upon  the  gross 
amoant  of  sales  and  upon  the  gross  amoimt  of  purchases. 

966.  Taking  the  gross  amount  of  the  accounts  of  sale  of  the 
goods  sold  there,  and  the  amount  of  goods  purchased  for  ship- 
mmtt  ?— Yci. 

967.  Have  you  known  any  transaction  with  a  resident  agent 
at  Canton,  where  there  has  been  no  agreement  to  guarantee  a* 
eertafn  conmission?'— No. 

9M.  Then  you  do  not  know  what  they  charge  where  there  is 
BO  agreement  ? — No ;  I  have  never  seen  sny  account  of  sales 
or  purchases,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  charge  is. 

969.  What  rate  of  commission  do  you,  or  any  other  agcnt» 
recenre  on  goods  shipped  for  China  on  behalf  of  the  Americans? 
— Upon  the  transactions  that  have  come  through  my  hands  I 
have  the  usual  commission  for  shipping  the  goods,  which  is 
hslf-a-crovm  per  padcage,  and  a  commission,  as  banker,  of  otm 
per  eent.  for  paying  for  those  aoods.  T*he  partner  o^  the  house 
bought  the  goods  Uiat  were  shipped  through  us,  and  of  course 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,  but  to  receive  and  pay  for  them*. 
An  ageot  in  Manchester  would  buy  them  for  one  per  cent«  I 
tpprdbeod  that  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  would  fully  cover  aU. 
ooainiiasion  charges. 

99CI.  Yoa  have  given  an  account  of  goods  shipped  since  1821 ; 
•«  there  any  exportation  of  British  manufactures  from  Liver- 
poid  pcevious  to  that  year  in  American  bottom  ? — I  think  not 
Is  say  extent ;  it  must  have  been  very  limited  if  there  was. 
.  991.  Have  you  known  any  exportation  of  British  manufac* 
tores  in  any  other  neutral  bottom  except  American  ? — No,  1 
hneaot. 

99t.  Have  yoa  ever  known  any  metals  shipped  from  Liver- 
pssl  for  China?— Yes,  there  has  been  a  Uttla  tin  shipped,  and 
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25  Feb.  Iti30.  ftome  other  things^  not  the  produce  of  EngJaDd,  quicksilver  and 

ginseng. 

'  ro  f  sq.  gg^^  With  reference  to  the  transit  trade  from  China  by  Ame- 
rica to  Europe,  are  you  aware  whether  many  of  the  ships  which 
go  to  America  merely  land  part  of  their  cargo,  and  carry  the 
rest  on  to  Europe,  without  moving  it? — I  believe  it  fiomettmes 
happens,  but  I  should  think  not  generally, 

994.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  goods  generally  exported 
from  America  to  Canton  ? — ^Scarcely  any  thing  but  specie  from 
the  United  States ;  1  have  known  a  tittle  cotton  go  when  it  was 
very  cheap. 

995.  Mave  you  have  ever  known  any  earthernware  seot 
from  Liverpool  to  the  East,  to  Sincapore  or  China  ?  —There 
has  been  a  little  sent  out  for  the  use  of  the  Factory ;  but  no- 
thing that  I  know  of  in  the  way  of  merchandize. 

996.  Do  you  know  whether  the  wool  lens  imported  to  this 
country  by  Americans  are  ever  smuggled  into  Canton?^ I  be- 
lieve not,  as  far  as  I  know, 

997.  Has  any  glass  been  exported  ?  -  A  little  in  the  same 
way  for  the  use  of  the  Factory,  but  not  for  trade. 

998.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  has  been  any  considerable 
change  in  the  quality  and  sorts  of  articles  sent  out  for  the  Chi- 
nese market  from  this  country?— I  think  not  much  ;  tliey  have 
been  very  stiilionary, 

999.  In  your  experience  of  the  American  trade,  is  it  not  fre- 
quently the  practice  for  merchants  to  send  out  their  ships  to 
some  ports  in  the  East,  with  orders,  in  the  event  of  their  being 
disappointed  in  one  adventure,  ultimately  to  go  to  China  ? — I 
should  think  it  did  not  often  happen :  it  may  have  happened ; 
I  have  no  doubt  it  has  happened. 

1000.  Do  not  you  consider  it  a  considerable  advantage  to  free- 
traders to  have  that  power  of  choice  of  markets  in  the  event  of 
their  being  disappointed  in  one  ? — Certainly. 

1001.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  merchants  of  any  nation 
having  that  free  option,  have  a  great  advantage  over  others  who 
are  excluded  from  certain  ports  ? — Certainly. 

1 002.  Can  you  state  whetlier,  in  the  course  of  your  commu- 
nication with  any  Americans  who  have  dealt  at  Canton,  they 
have  expressed  any  opinion  that  their  trade  there  is  subject 
either  to  any  particular  advantage  or  disadvantage,  from  the 
circumstance  of  there  being  a  great  English  Factory  there 
dealing  with  the  Hong  merchants? — I  never  understood  froin 
them  that  they  had  any  advantage  or  disadvantage ;  I  always 
understood  that  they  were  on  a  perfect  footing  of  reciprocity 
with  all  other  nations  that  traded  there. 

1003.  But  you  did  not  consider  those  traders  trading  there  as 
deriving  any  particular  protection  or  advantage  from  the  cx» 
tstence  of  the  Company's  Factory  ?^  None  whatever* 
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lOOi.  Hare  the  Miperoirgoet  of  the  Americaii  ships  any  flft  FWb.  ittt. 
coBnuMcmtioo  with  the  Company's  Factory  ? — With  the  Hong      ^— ^ 
merchants  Aey  have :  the  Hong  are  security  for  their  good  •^•^^"*»  ^' 
ooodnct  and  rar  the  proper  management  of  their  affiurs. 

1005.  Do  yon  know  how  the  losses  were  made  good  to  the 
Americans  at  the  period  of  the  fire  at  Canton  ?— I  do  not ;  I 
merely  know  the  net  that  they  were  made  good. 

1006.  Then  yoa  are  not  aware  that  such  losses  were  made 
good  by  a  tax  upon  foreign  trade? — I  was  not  aware  of  that ;  it 
amy  haire  been  so. 

1007.  Do  YOU  know  whether  there  have  been  any  expert- 
ments  made  lately  in  sending  out  new  articles  of  manufacture 
whidi  were  supposed  likely  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  Chinese  ?-^ 
Yes;  I  have  understood  that  there  have  been  lately  some  at* 
iCBBpts  made  to  introduce  cotton-jrams  to  that  country  with 
aone  prospect  of  success. 

lOOSw  Are  they  the  only  articles  ? — Thev  are  the  only  articles 
I  have  had  my  attention  pardculariy  called  to. 

1009.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  result  of  this  ? — I  do  not 


1010.  Tou  stated  that  the  woollens  sent  out  by  individuals 
were  aa  good  or  better  than  those  sent  out  by  the  Company ; 
Imive  jtm  the  means  of  knowing  the  quality  of  the  goods  sent 
o«t  by  the  Company  ? — The  gentleman  who  bought  them  in 
ihm  country,  I  believe,  has  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  thoso 
purdiaaed,  and  in  preparation  for  the  Company,  and  he  stated 
to  aae  that  he  conceived  them  as  good,  or  in  some  cases  better; 
bat  I  only  know  that  from  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
who  bought  them. 

1011.  Do  linens  ever  form  any  part  in  the  investment  at 
CsBtOfi  ? — Yes ;  in  the  first  instance  there  were  some  shipments 
of  lioena,  hot  not  latterly. 

1012.  Did  you  find  that  it  did  not  answer? — I  believe  not  so 
welL 

lOlS.  Were  they  coarse  or  fine  linens  ?— That  I  cannot  state. 

1014.  Do  you  conceive,  in  reference  to  your  own  personal 
■fuatkm»  that  the  opening  of  the  China  trade  with  this  country, 
by  doing  away  the  Company's  monopoly,  would  be  to  your  in« 
fierest  or  otherwise  ? — I  think  it  would  be  against  my  interest. 

1015.  How  would  it  affect  your  interest  ? — My  interest  would 
bt  afected,  inasmuch  as  those  gentlemen  I  represent  in  this 
coontry  m^t  not  find  it  worth  their  while  to  come  in  com- 
pctitioo  with  the  English  free  trade. 

1016.  Yaur  apprehension  would  be,  that  the  British  free  trade 
woald  throw  the  Americans  out  of  the  trade  between  China  and 
tfris  eooDtry  ? — I  have  no  doubt  H  would  in  the  first  instance ; 
kt  to  every  osarittt  we  go  we  send  such  quantities  of  goods. 
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i017.  Itia  in  that  way  your  interest  woyltl  suifer  ? — Yes. 

1018*  To  what  extent  have  you  known  damages  or  deficiencies 
in  the  cargoes  from  Canton  to  liave  b^en  made  good  to  Anieri- 
can  agents  ? — Not  very  extensively  :  probably  half  a  doateo  in- 
stances I  have  beard  of;  probably  not  so  many. 

1019.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  instance? — Yes*  Mr.  Milne 
has  told  me  he  has  had  to  send  backi  and  got  two  for  one. 

1020.  Do  you  recollect  in  what  ship?^ — No. 
102  L  Do  you  know  to  what  extent? — Not  to  a  great  extent; 

a  chest  or  two ;  but  1  have  heard  of  it  in  more  cases  than  one. 

Mr  RICHARD  MILNE  called  in,  and  examined 

Mihie^  1022.  Did  you  reside  in  Philadel]>hia  for  any  number  of  years, 
and  have  you  carried  on  trade  with  China  ?^I  have  resided 
there  a  considerable  period  ;  my  leading  business  vending  Eng- 
lish goods  ;  but  1  have  very  often  made  adventures  to  India  and 
China  in  vessels  on  freiglit. 

1023,  For  how  many  years  were  you  engaged  in  the  trade 
with  India  and  China? — ^1  commenced  in  the  year  1799,  and 
continued,  I  think,  till  IBll^  and  occasionally  since ;  the  last 
time  1820, 

1024  Have  you  consigned  more  than  one  ship  direct  to 
China  in  the  course  of  those  periods? — At  the  period  alluded 
to,  the  vessels  went  chiefly  on  freight*  I  was  a  shipper,  and 
have  shipped  in  diiferent  vessels  in  the  same  year  at  moderate 
amounts,  being  my  own  underwriter,  running  the  risk  myself. 

1025.  W  liat  were  the  articles  you  shipped  to  China  in  parti- 
cular?— Almost  always  4Spanish  dollars. 

1026.  From  Philadelp!iia  ?— Yes. 

1027.  What  were  the  returns  ?— Teas,  nankeens,  and  silk*, 
were  the  leading  articles  from  China;  occasionally  other  articles 
to  fill  up  the  tonnage. 

1028.  How  long  ib  it  since  you  left  the  United  States  ? — In 
the  year  1828,     I  am  a  native  of  Manchester. 

1029.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  China  since  you  ceased  to  take  a  part  in  it  )x>urfelf» 
namely*  in  1820? — After  I  left  off  making  adventures  on  nay 
own  account,  I  loaned  money  to  others  on  what  is  termed  refl- 
pondentia,  that  gave  me  the  means  of  general  information. 

1030.  During  the  time  you  were  engaged  in  this  trade  with 
China,  or  since  that  period,  are  you  aware  ot  any  obstacle* 
having  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  trade  by  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties?— I  never  heard  of  any  obstacles* 

103L  When  you  carried  on  the  trade  to  China,  had  you 
supercargoes  in  the  ships,  or  a  resident  merchant  to  transact  the 
business  at  Canton  ? — From  Pliiladelphia,  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  supercargoes  almost  always  accompanied  the  ships. 
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loss.  What  rHe  of  eoamtMum  ? — Three  per  cent,  upon  llio 
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any  difficuhy  with  the  Chinese  authority  or  the  Hong 

al  Canton  ?«— I  neirer  heard  of  anj. 

No  ittlBcohiea  orcurred  in  cooteoiifnoo?^Ko  dtflkul* 

occurred  to  the  rciteli  in  which  I  wai  mUimed. 

n«  Wheo  It  vat  an  inemperieneed  tupcrcargo,  the  idfis* 

of  dMi  anerdiaBi  wai  not  perhapa  lo  mnch  conraittd  ai 

it  waa  a  man  of  more  experience  and  jni^ment  '/^We,  of 

profeffed  jaattiiwan  of  aapaffance t  btn  ifitwisavery 

itaalf,  we  aaiOid  ovoalfca 

1040.  Did  Ihote  adventtn^a  to  vhjoli  yon  w«rt  ai%ag»<  re- 
re  any  aMistance  or  meet  witti  any  ooataoles  from  the  e«la< 
~  ment  of  the  Brittah  Eait-lndia  Company?* My  opinkm  hp 
diey  hod  little  oomrounication   with  anch  otner.     I  have 
beard  them  lay  to. 
IMK  Ton  are  not  aivare  that  diey  denved  any  advantage  or 
^ai  tl^e  Coo^iany'a  •orvaou? — I  du  not  appeaband  that 
'  dcrtred  any  adraotago  whatever  from  the  Cooipan/i  •er* 
t :  but  I  have  oflen  heard  them  apeak  in  terms  of  the  highett 
of  the  Company  a  iervanta, 
IM^  Too  have  no  reaJioo  to  believe  they  wenr  ever  thwarted 
\  m  any  of  thoir  engagementa  by  the  Company *•  eer- 
*  *1  do  not  believe  they  were* 
IMS*  As  you  have  been  a  conatderahVe  importer  nf  teai  into 
the  United  Statea,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  arc  the 
'of  teas  used  in  the  United  States? — Till  of 
I  leaa  in  tlie  part  of  tlie  country  where  I  resided, 
t  ooly  taai  brought  there*    W  late,  black  tea  lias 
I  naaoiDinefided  by  the  faculty. 
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25  Feb*  1&30.      1044.  Can  you  state  what  the  proportion  of  green  and  black 
~~         1$  at  present  ?— I  think  the  quantity  of  black  tea  is  small ;  it  is 
increasing. 

1045.  WTiat  is  the  consymption  of  tea  in  the  United  States 
altogether? — I  forget.  There  is  an  annual  report  from  I  he 
Treasury ;  but  there  must  be  from  the  UniteJ  States  more  than 
twenty  ships  annually,  perhaps  thirty :  the  number  varies  accord* 
ing  to  the  demand  and  the  state  of  the  trade* 

1046.  Have  there  been  great  profits  in  that  trade,  or  has  it 
been  liable  to  heavy  losses  ? — At  the  period  alluded  to  my 
business  wa^i  vending  English  goods.  Not  having  a  great  deal 
in  the  world,  I  was  desirous  ot  increasing  it*  and  I  shipped  to 
China  as  an  auxiliary.  Not  owning  the  vessel,  of  course  I 
laboured  under  some  disadvantages  trom  IHOO  to  181 K  I 
never  experienced  any  loss  in  those  years,  I  think,  speaking 
within  bounds,  that  the  profits  might  be  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
per  cent,  per  annum  ;  perhaps  occasionally  more,  but  I  think  1 
may  safely  say  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 

1047.  Was  a  part  of  the  tea  imported  into  the  United  States 
re-exported  ? — Yes, 

1048.  To  what  ports? — Hamburgh,  Bremen,  the  Continent; 
some  little  to  France,  but  principally  to  Hamburgh  and  Bremen. 

1049.  Did  any  part  of  it  find  its  way  into  the  British  pro- 
vinces in  North  America  ? — I  have  beard  much  of  that.  I 
believe  the  trade  existed  formerly,  but  not  now  ;  to  what  extent 
I  cannot  say. 

1050.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  proportion  of  teas  exported 
to  other  countries,  including  what  might  find  its  way  to 
Canada,  to  the  whole  quantity  imported  into  the  United  States? 
— That  would  depend  entirely  on  the  home  demand  ;  the  quan- 
tity exported  comparatively  small.  When  fresh  teas  arrived 
and  the  old  ones  lay  on  hand  they  were  neglected,  consequently 
persons  were  induced  to  export  them  to  save  the  drawback  or 
the  duty  paid  on  import* 

105L  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  from  that  answer 
that  the  new  teas  are  greatly  preferred  to  those  that  have  been 
a  certain  time  on  hand  ? — Decidedly  so  :  it  is  difficult  to  sell 
the  old  teas  after  the  new  ones  come,  save  when  the  quality  of 
the  old  ones  has  originally  been  very  superior, 

1052.  Wliat  do  you  call  old  teas  in  the  United  States;  tea 
which  has  been  a  twelvemonth? — Yes*  The  Government  only 
allow  drawbacks  within  one  year  from  the  dale  of  import ;  the 
goods  having  been  in  the  country  more  than  one  year  from  the 
date  of  import,  forfeit  the  bcoetit  of  drawback. 

1053*  Are  they  then  exported  in  preference  to  the  new  teas, 
both  as  inferior  in  quality  and  as  coming  nearer  to  the  period  at 
which  the  duty  w^ould  be  to  be  paid  ? — ^ Having  on  hand  and  in 
the  warehouse  both  old  and  new  teas,  I   certainly  should  ex- 
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port  the  old  ones,  keeping  tlie  new  ones  a  longer  period,  for  tlie  3S  F«iiw  1830. 
benefit  of  home  lale.  — 

1054.  Has  the  quantity  imported  of  Uite  ;|reare  been  so  much  ^"^  ^'  ^'^' 
greater  than  the  consomption  as  to  make  thu  a  bad  trade  ? — ^It 
certainly  has,  I  beliere,  been  overdone. 

1055.  Have  there  been  great  losses  sustained  in  consequence 
br  die  parties  who  hare  been  engaged  in  thu  trade? — I  belieTe 
there  have  been  rery  large  losses. 

1066.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  over-trading? — In  part 
to^  the  love  of  gain  of  persons  who  have  got  embaHLed  in  the 
thing,  coDcevnn^  that  if  they  got  a  larger  quantity  of  food» 
probably  they  might  recover  themselves.  The  consumption  of 
the  cocmtry,  I  s£>uld  think,  has  rather  increased  the  facility 
givca  bj  Government  in  the  duties,  which  is,  one  year  from 
the  arriral  of  the  vessel  the  goods  are  entered,  put  in  bond,  and 
6om  the  date  the?  are  taken  out  there  is  a  credit  given  of  one 
year,  oo  the  bond  of  two  merchanto. 

1057.  You  state  that  the  parties  who  have  sustained  losses 
might  carry  on  this  trade  to  excess,  from  the  facility  in  the 
mode  of  giving  credit  on  the  duty  due  from  those  parties,  they 
sustaining  their  affiurs  by  carryins  it  on  with  a  capital  belong- 
tBg,  in  &ct,  to  the  Government  ?— That  has  been  the  case  ;  I 
braeve  the  Government  is  sensible  of  its  having  suffered. 

10S8w  Do  you  attribute  the  over-trading,  in  part,  to  the 
deranged  situation  of  some  of  the  traders  having  a  facility  of 
meeting  their  digagements  by  the  twelve-months'  credit  they 
have  obtained  on  the  duties  ? — I  think  I  may  safely  say  that 
would  be  my  conclusion. 

1059.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  has  been  the 
averase  rate  of  duty  on  the  different  teas  that  have  been  im- 
ported into  America,  at  present,  upon  the  sale  value  ? — It  is 
very  high. 

iOOOl  Is  it  equal  to  the  same  value,  is  it  100  per  cent.  ? — I 
ihonld  think,  perhaps,  75  to  100  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  price 
m  China.  I  have  a  number  of  prices  current  which  show  the 
precise  doty  on  the  tea. 

1061.  You  consider  the  duty  on  all  sorts,  taking  it  as  an 
average,  to  be  about  75  to  100  per  cent,  on  the  cost  prices  in 
China? — I  think  it  is  that;  in  some  instances  it  will  be  more 
than  thau  I  can  explain  the  duties  paid  on  each  kind  of  tea : 
bohea  tea  pays  12  cenu  per  pound  duty;  congou,  S5; 
utfochcfOSt  25 ;  hyson-skin,  28 ;  young  hyson,  40 ;  hyson,  40 ; 
gonpowder,  50 ;  imperial,  50  cents  per  pound. 

1062.  Have  you  got  the  prices  at  which  those  several  sorU 
of  tea  sen? — ^I  have  made  out  a  memorandum  of  the  prices 
whidi  teas  have  sold  for  at  New  York  from  the  year  1S20  to 
1829,  less  the  duty. 

{^Thg  tame  was  delivered  in^  and  read  atJbUcm : — ] 
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IMS.    When  joo  mr  left  the  duty,  you  mean  the  duly  off,  85  F«b.  Itsa 
or  what  is  comiDOiily  called  short  price  ? — Yet.  "~^ 

1064.  Fron  what  have  you  compiled  that  ? — From  the  prices 
oarrent  piahlished  at  New  York«  1  belicTe  also  they  were  ex* 
tieme  prices.  lo  going  into  the  New  York  market  I  could  huy! 
teas  cheaper  than  those  for  money.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  I  believe  it  is  tolershly  correct;  but  wherever  there 
vere  firactioos,  I  added  them  to  the  nrice,  to  as  to  enable  me 
to  apeak  with  confidence  when  I  came  liere. 


1065.  Do  those  prices^cunrent  from  which  you  have  compiled 
this  table  state  the  highest  prices  ?— I  believe  they  do  fully  so, 
with  a  view  to  supporting  the  market. 

1066.  Are  those  the  cash  prices,  or  is  there  a  discount?— 
They  are  the  prices  at  a  credit  of  from  four  to  six  months. 

1067.  How  much  lower  would  they  be  for  cash  ?— I  think  I 
any  say  lour  or  five  per  cenL  lower. 

1068.  Does  the  account  you  have  delivered  in  show  the 
specific  dutT  ? — It  does  not :  these  papers  do,  and  1  have  just 
itated  the  duty  to  the  Committee.^ 

1069.  You  are  understood  to  state  as  the  result  of  your  inves« 
tigatioo,  that,  as  near  as  may  be,  you  think  the  average  spedfio 
dntv  oo  the  China  cost  is  75  to  100? — Yes;  there  are  instances 
in  the  case  of  hyson-skin  tea  in  which  it  is  more ;  it  is  full  that, 
in  the  instanoe  of  hyson-skin  ;  it  is  a  good  deal  above  100. 

1070.  Is  it  75  per  cent,  in  the  cost  price  at  Canton,  or  on  the 
sde  price  at  New  York  ? — It  exceeds  75  per  cent,  in  the  cost 
price  in  China. 

1071.  What  do  you  suppose  it  may  be  on  the  sale  price  at 
New  York?— If  hyson-skin  tea  sells  for  63  cenu  and  the  duty 
is  88,  that  is  about  45,  I  think,  without  calculating  it.  It  is  a 
medfic  dntir  per  pound :  the  papers  are  here,  and  the  calcula- 
Hon  is  sinsple ;  I  prefer  stating  the  simple  duty  per  pound. 

1072.  Is  the  present  rate  of  duties  the  same  as  it  was  in  the 
year  1880,  or  hais  the  tariff  increased  those  duties  ? — I  think, 
according  to  my  recollection,  that  duty  was  not  increased  by 
the  last  tari^  but  I  am  not  certain. 

LOTS.  The  mode  of  transacting  this  business  in  America  is 
aometliing  of  this  sort,  that  the  importer  obtains  from  the  govem- 
wmtot  m  credit  of  twelve  months  for  the  duty  when  he  tsJces  his 
tea  out  of  bond  and  sells  it  ? — Exactly  so. 

1074.  He  sells  it,  you  say,  on  a  credit  of  six  months  generally? 
—Yes. 

1075.  That  credit  of  six  months  is  a  bill  of  exchange  pro- 
bsbly  ? — A  promissory  note. 

1076.  That  is  immediately  convertible  into  cash  on  a  dis- 
eoont  bf  the  basks  in  America  ?--The  banks  discount  paper  at 
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faur  moiiths ;  seldom  so  long  as  iix,  unless  they  have  an  over- 
abundance  of  money. 

1077.  The  importing  merchtnt  selling  hia  teas  with  the  duty, 
at  what  IB  called  the  long  price,  has  a  capital  equal  to  the  duty 
to  carry  on  a  future  operatLon,  and  to  speculate  again  on  a  freih 
import? — The  prevailing  opinion  in  America  1%  that  this  duty 

fut«  htm  in  fbll  possession  to  purcliaae  another  full  cargo.  When 
speak  of  the  duty  being  75  to  H)0  per  cent,  on  the  cost  in 
China,  I  conceive  I  am  speaking  within  bounds.  It  is  generally 
conceived  that  the  long  credit  given  by  the  government  enables 
the  importer  to  send  his  vessel  again  direct  to  China,  and  im- 
port another  cargo. 

1078.  Do  you  attribute  any  part  of  the  over-tratling  to  the 
facilitiei  of  those  credits*  and  to  the  protection  it  gave  to  a  per* 

son  in  bad  circ  urns  tan  ces,  as  not  compelling  hint  to  meet  his  en- 
gagements?—It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  that  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  credit  contributed  generally  to  the  over- 
trading, 

1079.  I>oef  the  same  system  prevail  in  any  other  branch  of 
American  trade ;  the  import  of  manufactured  goods  front  thi« 
coiinlry  for  rnstance  ? — We  liave  eighteen  and  twelve  months  on 
European  manufactures  ;  English  are  the  bulk. 

1080.  The  duty  being  very  high  on  English  manufactures* 
does  it  not  create  a  credit*  advanced  by  the  government,  which 
gives  great  facilities  to  over-trading  r — That  is  the  prevailiQ|^ 
opimon,  and  remonstrances  have  been  repeatedly  made  to 
government  to  lessen  tlie  creditj  with  a  view  of  putting  it  out  of 
the  power  of  enterprizing  or  speculative  persons  to  deal  on  the 
Bcale  which  they  do. 

108L  Does  it  not  give  great  facilities  to  parties  whose  cir* 
eumstances  are  deranged,,  to  carry  on  trade  for  a  long  time  after 
they  ought  to  eettle  with  their  creditors  ;  and  is  it  not  the  result^ 
that  the  government  secure  the  whole  of  their  assets  when  they 
are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  closing  their  concerns  ?«~6oveni- 
ment  have  suffered  of  late. 

1082.  But  their  individual  creditors  suffer  to  agreater  degree, 
do  they  not  ? — The  individual  creditors  have  suffered  to  a  grem 
extemU  of  late  years.  The  greater  part  of  the  English  goods 
vtnded  in  America  have  been  done  by  commlssbn  houses^ 
who  made  advances  to  manufacturers  in  this  countiTj  by  eooi-' 
in^  under  acceptance  for  60  or  70  per  cent. ;  it  appfies  to  otlteif' 
tbixigf*  " 

lOBS.  Have  there  been  losses  of  a  like  nature  with  those  in 
the  Chiirn  trade  sut tasned  in  any  other  branches  of  the  trade  of 
America  from  this  facility  of  credit  P^— I  think  not  to  the  saini 
extent ;  nothing  so  great. 

1094,  It  there  any  circumstance  in  the  trade  in  tea  which  bat 
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on  fh«t   Imneli  duo  en  otticf  vticlei  fft  WAAWm. 

J  of  Ihir  CTt%iit  in  the  duly.  

1085.  It  th^  credit  fiwlcroalM  ibMiMi  other  mrticl«?— .  ^'  *  ^'^^ 
'  GTHliU  on  CbiciBgMdt  mm»  Imdic^  aod eighteen  mootiii ; 
!  M  loi^^  M  CbiM  gMii  than  oo  Euitptin, 
^MM.  Am  liMre  mjt  ntlHr  omim  liiBr  kmm  iatorfciiJ  wOJi 
IH  tmdm  of  tlic  United  Statoi?— I  d#  not  know  oT  my 
JIj. 

1M7.  Have  HOC  dotiei  been  laid  iii  Europe  on  the  import  of 
"  idiimigli  AmcTtCft? — I  believe  tWrc  liat  bcco  fomrlhitig  of 
1  Ited  if  brte ;  bfit  I  omnoc  ff»e«k  tii  jt. 

Tbe  tnule  to  Caniida,  you  mte  nw&rey  u  no  longitr 
I  ott  ?^^l  bdinre  not. 
1060.  Mat   the   retuU  been  s  dimrnfthed  tioport   into  dit 
i  ?^1  belitve  tincv  iStJ-H  tlw  import  hat  (alten 

liM.  Do  jou  conttder  the  tra^  tiow  in  a  thriviiif  or  a  de* 
iwaacil  itJLte  ? — In  a  depreioed  alaie* 

W$h  la  it  as  imich  to  at  it  was  tn  lBf7«d  ?<«»I  ttndrrttand 
it  ii  drpretaed. 

fMCr  As  jau  liave  ttimorted  a  comiderable  quantity  of  lea, 
mi  hm^e  been  a  dealer  for  many  yearw,  what  i^  your  opinion  of 
iW  relatiire  qualttiet  of  tea  imported  inio  the  Ignited  Statet 
aad  that  loifkorted  into  tlut  couotry  ?— I  believe  tlic  lea  im- 
fwied  mo  the  Uatiad  Stalet  to  ba  good* 

10i8»  la  it  at  good  at  the  tea  contumed  in  thin  country  ? — 
I  rimrid  UiiDk  it  It  equal  in  quality  :  the  green  teai  [ttirikularly* 

W9%,  Do  jou  tpaak  INkd  your  own  kaowladaa  ?— I  tpaak 
fnm  mj  own  kaoarladge^  aad  having  heard  EngliMi  ladiea  ta/ 
il  vat  fntc  at  good  tea  at  any  tliat  they  liad  ever   drank  in 


Ton  think«  from  your  experience^  tliat  tea  it  < 
laiad  hj  keaping  / — 1  think  it  U. 

JMf^  Have  the  prioei  at  Canton  been  uniform  and  tieady, 
m  hamt  ihrny  varied  ?-*Tlie|r  fluctuate. 

1097,  0o  they  tertitate  almott  every  year  ?^Tliat  it  ge- 
lamvdbjr  diadeaBand. 
IM8L  Yoa  orrar  focmd  any  difloult^  in  proowia(  wliatev^ 
'^  jmm  fajdaad  ?    gamalimiaa  in  the  aNida  of  yoong 
it  waa  diBndt  la  prooiam  adkiaai  of  the  bett  qaalitr ; 
jtsmtmy  ahmdantv  an  oflea  ahondant:  toe 
;  hjpaoQ  of  ilia  quality  wat  olUn  tc^rce. 
^ JIL  Mm  iba  Mafhal  al  Canton,  It  there   any   difference  in 
"— • —  — e—  *r  iiip  iHj^  detcriptioo^  in  coniidej-aiiof)  af  itt 
her?— Old  teat  are  alwayt  told  dieaperin 

I  aanta  difcrence  in  price  prevail  tn  the  United 
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States? — They  are  always  more  difllcult  of  sale.  If  the  market 
was  abuntlantiy  supplied,  it  would  be  diffieult  to  sell  old  teas, 
unless  the  quality  of  them  was  very  fine. 

110L  With  whom  were  the  transactions  carried  on  at  Canton 
for  the  purchase  of  the  teas  generally?  Apart  was  always 
baught  of  the  security-merchant ;  the  residue  from  other  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Hong,  and  a  part  from  the  outside  merchant*  or 
shopmen^  as  they  are  called. 

1 102,  In  what  proportions  ?— I  cannot  ipeak  to  thai ;  I  should 
think  that  Mould  vary, 

11  OS.  Is  the  quality  of  tea  purchased  from  the  outside  mer- 
chant equal  to  that  procured  from  the  Hong  ?  —  I  should  think 
it  is,  some  of  them  being  highly  resspec table ;  in  short,  quite 
fuvourites,  one  or  two  of  them. 

1 104.  So  that  you  think  teas  of  equally  good  quality  are  to 
be  procured  from  the   outside  merchants  with  those    obtained 

.  from  the  Hong  merchants  or  the  security  merchants?—!  think 
they  are,  but  probably  not  in  the  same  quantities. 

1105.  You  have  stated  the  commission  to  a  supercargo  to 
be  three  per  cent  ?— I  think  it  was  uniformly  so. 

1106.  Have  you  everj  instead  of  emplojnng  a  supercargo, 
employed  any  resident  agent  at  Canton  ? — I  have  not  mygeU*, 
but  some  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  did. 

1 107.  What  was  the  commission  they  paid  to  the  resident 
agent?— It  would  not  vary  much  from  three  per  cent.;  if  it 
varied  it  would  be  a  mere  fraction,  It  would  not  be  more. 

1 1 08.  You  would  prefer  employing  a  resident  agent  to  a 
supercargo  perliaps  ? — There  arc  often  two  supercargoes  on 
board  the  vessel,  and  it  is  a  protection  to  the  cargo. 

1109*  Do  you  allow  any  commission  on  the  outward  invest 

meiit  ?— Not  any.     Tlic    outward    investment  is   dollars;   the 

'  commission    is   solely   on   the  purchase  at  Canton^  or  on  tlie 

amount  of  dollars  paid  there. 

1110*  A  supercargo  going  to  Canton  has  no  commission  on 
the  investment  at  Philadelphia  ?  — He  has  no  commission  sare 
on  the  amount  iu vested  for  the  return  voyage. 

1111.  lii  no  comnH*ssion  given  to  tlie  native  or  Hong  mer- 
chants?^ None  that  I  know  of. 

1112.  When  you  talk  of  old  teas,  what  is  the  age  of  a  tea 
you  consider  as  old  ?  —  1  t^hould  ijuppose  the  teas  of  the  previous 
year  are  considLTcd  old ;  but  they  might  have  been  on  hand 
I  on gen 

1113.  Can  you  state  from  recollection  tlie  comparison  be* 
tween  teas  of  the  like  description  of  the  preceding  year  or  the 
current  years  ? — In  two  or  tlirt.^e  instances,  1  ordered  old  skin 
teas  if  they  were  to  be  had  cheap  ;  and  the  old  teas  cost  17  or 
18  tales^  when  tlie  new  teas  would  be  worth  22  to  24** 
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1114.  Do  yoa  mean  to  nj  that  there  u  a  difference  of  at  2ft  Feb.  IBM 
least  SO  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  teas  of  the  like  descrtptioo,         — 1- 
firom  the  cnrcumstance  of  the  one  being  a  year  older  than  ano-  Mr.  R.  MUmt. 
ther?— I  do  not  tliink  that  the  difference  in   value  will  be 
geoerallj  ao  ^eat,  but  I  mean  to  speak  from  what  I  have  expe- 
rienced in  solitary  bstances. 

1115.  Does  that  difference  apply  equally  to  the  finer  teas? — 
I  think  not  in  so  great  a  degree  as  to  the  common  teas. 

1116.  Uo  you  know  what  is  the  duty  no  v  paid  on  tea  in  the 
Britiah  provinces  of  America  ? — I  have  understood  it  to  be  very 
■i^.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  more  than  two  to  four-pence 
per  poond. 

1117.  Have  you  the  sale  prices  of  tea  at  Quebec  or  Halifax  ? 
—I  have  not  any. 

1 1 18.  Has  the  consumption  of  young  hyson  greatly  increased 
in  the  United  States  compared  to  other  teas? — It  is  the 
bvourite  tea,  and  there  is  always  a  great  demand  for  it ;  so 
■och  haa  been  brought  of  it  of  inferior  quality  that  the  price 
has  been  reduced ;  the  Chinese  finding  the  demand  for  it  in- 
creased the  quantity. 

1119.  Has  it  happened  in  the  importations  that  you  have  had 
la  open  any  chests  of  bad  quality  ? — 1  recollect  receiving  a  cheU 
af  tea  61led  with  sand  or  something  of  tluit  kind ;  I  sent  it  back, 
aad  if  mj  recollection  be  correct,  I  received  two  for  it.  I  know 
k  is  the  custom  in  China  to  return  two  for  one  in  case  of  fraud 
ar  deception. 

1120.  Do  you  conceive  the  outside  traders,  the  parties  of 
whocn  you  purchased  tea,  as  men  of  fair  character  und  honour- 
ble  in  their  dealings  ? — I  believe  the  Hong  and  many  of  the 
outside  to  be  fair  dealers,  and  quite  men  of  business. 

1121.  As  much  as  are  generally  met  with  in  the  trade  of  other 
cooDtries  ? — Their  character  is  sometimes  lightly  spoken  of,  but 
I  have  beard  American  gentlemen  say  that  it  is  unjustly  so,  that 
thej  find  them  fair. 

1 122.  Do  they  ever  give  any  credit  in  China  ? — I  tliink  in  the 
year  1819-20  I  experienced  misfortunes  in  England,  and  I  re- 
oored  a  credit  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  from  Mr.  Howqua ; 
he  knew  nothing  of  roe  but  from  inquiries. 

1123.  Do  you  consider  the  Chinese  merchants,  and  the  au* 
thorities  in  China  generally,  as  disposed   to  give   every  facility 

rftmd  encouragement  to  fair  trade  with  the  united  States  ? — I 
^^^tmak  90  ;  it  is  generally  understood,  what  is  called  a  rich  ship 
I^Ib  Ainerica  is  very  acceptable  in  Canton. 

1124.  Uoyou  know  any  other  instance  of  credit  having  be<^ 
jliicis  ? — I  believe  the  Chinese  luive  suffered  greatly  from  giving 

oBvedita* 

1125.  Giving  credit  to  i^mericans? — I  will  not  confine  my- 
arif  to  Americans;  there  certainly  have  been  instances  of  ihcir 
Uidfering:. 
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2SFeb.  laiO,  1 1 26*  What  is  the  difference  between  purchasing  on  credit 
and  purchasing  for  ready  money  in  the  price  of  tea? — In  the 
instance  to  which  I  allude,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  speak  beyond 
that,  I  paid  Mr,  Howqua  one  per  cent*  per  month  until  the 
money  was  returned ;  I  accomplished  that  in  ten  months.  Il 
was  impo^^sible  to  calculate  the  interest,  not  knowing  when  the 
vessel  would  arrive,  and  I  think  I  still  owe  him  £50 ;  but  he 
sent  me  the  bond»  giving  it  up,  Baying  I  had  been  prompt,  and 
he  did  not  wish  for  any  more* 

1127<  Ai  far  as  your  experience  goes,  have  you  every  reason 
to  think  that,  in  transacting  buHioeiiS  generally  at  Canton,  there 
is  the  same  disposilion  and  facility  to  encourage  fair  dealing  as 
in  other  cxjuntries  ? — I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that. 

1128*  Have  you  ever,  in  any  of  your  deji lings  with  England 
or  any  other  country*  found  the  merchants  give  up  £50  which 
you  consider  them  entitled  to  ? — I  never  owed  intereftt -money  to 
any  one;  this  was  accidental. 

1129,  111  fact,  you  do  not  consider  the  Chinese  as  disposed  to 
thwart  or  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  commerce  carried  on  in 
a  fair  manner  with  foreign  merchants? — I  should  conclude  them 
rather  friendly  to  commercial  intercourse.  Vessels  going  there 
with  Spanish  dollars,  I  think,  have  great  advantagei>  and  are 
very  well  received. 

1130,  Have  you  any  experience  of  vessels  going  there  with 
as&ortcd  cargoes  of  manufactured  goods? — I  never  shipped 
goods  niyseUi  only  I  observed  what  my  neighbours  were  domg. 

113L  Were  you  connected  with  the  Cliina  trade  at  the  time 
of  the  great  hre  at  Canton  !■ — No, 

1 132.  Do  you  know  whether  the  losses  sustained  by  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  were  made  good  by  the  governmeBt  ? 
— Only  by  report, 

1133.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Canton,  when  the  effects  of  this  over'trading 
are  done  away,  will  be  a  remunerating  trade  like  others  ? — 1 
should  think  it  would p  if  conducted  on  correct  principles* 

1 134.  What  has  been  generally  the  freight  per  ton  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Canton  and  back?— In  the  periods  in  which  I  wa« 
iirst  interested  vessels  were  in  request  rather.  We  pay  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  shipped;  paid  the  money  in  China,  and 
were  entitled  to  two  tons  and  one-eighth  measurement  for  every 
1000  dollars  shipped. 

1135.  Do  you  know  the  present  rate  ? — 1  believe  it  is  lowert 
but  I  cannot  speak  to  that* 

1 136.  Is  there  any  protection  by  any  public  authority  on  the 

part  of  the  United  States  to  the  trade  of  their  citizens  at  Canton  ? 
^  There  has  been  a  consul  there. 

1137.  Is  there  one  now?— lam  tiot  certain;  the  gentlcmat^ 
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wbo  rfMiiiwI  tfere  has  retarned  to  Anerictt  bat  whether  there  2S  Feb.  1830. 
htf  been  a  picceeeor  appointed  I  am  not  certain. 


llSa.  Hov  WW  the  coniol  paid?— I  do  not  think  he  received  ^^^ 

Bj  diiog^  bol  I  am  not  certain.    I  heard  it  laid  that  he  acted 
MfileMty,  b«l  I  oaaaot  speak  to  that. 


IIM.  flisoe  the  period  joo  firfC  embarked  in  this  trade,  the 
mm(dif  of  tm  raqiired  far  AoMrica  has  probably  increased  ?^ 
tarj  greatly. 

1146.  Sttpposing  it  to  increase  in  the  same  proportion  m  the 
acit  duty  years  as  it  has  done  in  the  last,  do  you  think  there 
W&M  te  wmj  difleuHy  in  soppljring  the  increased  demand  ? — 
I  caasHiC  weU  answer  that  qMKion.  I  have  always  understood 
the  ChsBoae  eaaid  sappl^jr  any  quantity  of  tea ;  but  I  am  not 
sUa  i#  aaawsf  tlial  questioa. 

1141.  Was  there  any  difficulty  experienced  from  the  increased 
'  ?— It  enhanced  the  prioe  a  littl^  but  not  materially,  on 
I  think. 


114f .  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  bbck 
!as  ia  Cliiaa»  now  that  the  demand  for  that  article  has  in- 


I  ? — The  importation  of  black  teas  from  China  into  the 
United  States  has  been  very  limited  till  lately.  I  have  never 
hesrd  of  any  difficulty,  but  I  cannot  speak  to  it ;  I  never  re- 
mtaher  9nj. 

114S.  Toa  have  stated  that  the  quantity  now  Imported,  and 
dbe  denand  for  it,  are  increasing  ?—  Yes. 

1144.  But  you  never  heard  of  any  complaint  of  difficulty  in 
procuriag  it  ? — No. 

1145.  With  respect  to  green  tea,  do  you  contemplate  any 
tfeahy*  siiqyposing  the  Quantity 'of  that  required  to  be  in- 
nrasrid  ?  1  cannot  speak  to  that,  but  I  never  heard  any 
spprdienaiooa  on  that  head  expressed  by  any  one. 

1146.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Americans,  in  their  supply 
sf  Mack  tern,  are  limited  to  Qualities  which  do  not  suit  the 
British  market,  and  are  not  taLen  by  the  East-India  Company? 
—The  UadL  tea  imported  into  America  is  chiefly  souchong,  or 
vhat  ia  called  souchong ;  very  good  tea ;  I  make  use  of  it  my- 
self; t  never  heard  any  difficulty  expressed. 

1147.  Do  you  find  it  of  as  good  a  quality  as  that  you  find  in 
Saghad  ?— It  was  very  good  tea.  It  would  be  wrong  in  me  to 
spedk  oo  that  head,  it  bemg  rather  a  new  thing,  or  new  to  me; 
ilLe  fine  black  teas  in  Englimd  are  of  excellent  quality. 

114&  Arethe|KMt  charges  required  by  the  government  of 

* '    I  very  considerable   on   American   vessels  ?— The   ships 

;  finMB  the  United  States  generally  will  average  about  350 

)0  fooa;  the  port  charges  are  supposed  to  be  7,000  doU 

ns:  diey  used  to  be  reckoned  at  8,000. 

1140.  Soppoaingiha  ship  to  be  double  that  siae,  willtheport 


EVIDENCE  OX  EAST-INDIA   AFFjMRS: 

charges  be  tlie  same  or  greater? — I  understand  the  some,  but 
I  cannot  speak  to  tliat* 

1150.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  the  trade  at  Sincapore, 
or  any  other  port  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

115L  The  first  thing  a  ship  does  on  arriving  at  Canton,  is 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  tlie  security  mercliant  ? — The 
supercargoes  land,  I  understaiKl,  like  men  of  business,  and  go 
first  to  one  Hong  aiid  thcji  to  another,  and  inquire  the  prices 
of  goods,  and  secure  the  stiip  with  a  person  to  whom  it  may 
appear  to  them  of  most  advantage. 

1 152.  With  the  member  of  the  Hong  who  will  do  it  on  terms 
the  most  favourable  to  the  ship  ?- — Yes. 

1 153.  The  parlies  then  go  from  one  Hong  merchant  to  ano- 
ther, till  they  have  ascertained  who  will  do  it  on  the  most  favour- 
able terms  ? — So  I  understand. 

]  154.  They  are  at  liberty  to  employ  whichever  tliey  please? 
—  1  have  understood  they  were  on  shore  several  days  before 
ihey  fixed. 

1155.  Making  their  bargain  ? — Yes,  so  I  understand. 

1156»  And  ihe  government  does  not  intcrtere  to  prevent 
that?  — I  believe  not  at  all ;  I  have  always  understood  the  busi- 
ness to  be  simple  and  easy. 

1157,  Does  it  amount  to  any  thing  more  than  an  agreement 
wnh  the  Hong  merchant  to  lake  a  certain  quantity  of  goods 
from  him  for  his  being  the  security  ?  — I  believe  they  unifomdy 
purchase  a  part  at  the  price  agreed  on. 

1158,  Not  higher  than  the  market  price? — No. 

1159.  When  you  state  that  it  is  a  simple  operation!  lie  agrees 
with  the  Hong  merchant,  who  will  supply  him  with  a  certain 
t^uaiitity  of  goods  on  reasonable  terms  ? — Yes  ;  but  if  I  go  with 
a  rich  ship,  1  can  make  good  terms.  I  pay  money,  of  course, 
which  give»  me  advantages. 

1 160.  They  are  glad  to  supply  you  at  tlie  market  price  ? — 
Yes,  very  glad. 

116K  Is  not  the  difficulty  greater  when  you  carry  out  goodn 
than  when  you  carry  out  specie  ?^I  never  shipped  goods ;  I 
should  conclude  it  was  certainly  greater. 

1162.  You  have  slated  that  you  have  canried  on  this  trade 
from  the  year  1799  to  1911  ?— Yea*  and  occasionally  ;  the  last 
time  in  1820. 

1163.  L^  there  any  circumstance  in  the  trade,  according  to 
your  opinion,  which  induced  you  to  leave  it  otF?— I  did  not  find 
It  profitable. 

1 1 64.  You  have  stated  that  new  lea  was  greatly  superior  in 
price  to  old  tea ;  do  you  mean  new  tea  bought  in  China,  or  tea 
which  has  been  long  kept  in  the  United  Stales  of  America?— 
I  intended  the  remark  to  apply  in  both  ways. 
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1165.  What  period  do  you  coonder  long  in  tea,  after  iu  83  Fi4».  inao, 

armal,  being  k^  in  the  United  States  betore  it  wai  told  ?—         

At  New  York,  m  the  case  of  some  of  the  persons  who  have  ^^'  ^  Miimt. 
been  anlbrtiinate»  the  old  teas  were  sold  at  ruinous  prices. 

1166.  How  long  had  they  been  kept  on  hand  ?— They  had 
forfeited  the  drawbacks :  of  coarse,  ttiey  had  been  more  than 
ooe  year  m  the  countrr;  probably  two ;  I  cannot  speak  to  the 
time.    They  were  sold  voy  low  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Smith. 

1 167.  Without  any  other  circumstance  in  the  market,  the 
cpiality  of  the  teas  was  held  to  be  of  less  value  in  oonsequenca 
of  the  time  they  had  been  on  hand  ?— Yes. 

1168.  You  have  stated  that  the  trade  became  less  pro6table ; 
can  yoa  state  what  the  profit  was  by  your  last  investment  fVom 
China?— I  did  not  make  much,  or  rather  I  did  not  make  any 
diing.     I  believe  it  has  occasionally  been  better  since. 

1169.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  disputes  arising  between  the 
American  subjects  and  the  Chinese  government?— I  have 
mentiooed  that  in  those  cases  wherein  I  was  interested  nothing 
mmleasanf  ever  occurred.  I  only  know  from  the  public  prints 
rdative  to  the  sailor,  a  case  which  has  been  mentioned  ;  the 
vesseb  in  whidi  I  was  interested  never  experienced  any  diffi* 
colty. 

1170.  You  have  had  no  information  from  other  persons  as  to 
those  diaputes  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

1171.  You  have  stated  the  proportion  of  price  in  China 
hetween  the  fresh  teas  and  the  old  teas ;  have  the  goodness  to 
itate  what,  upon  the  average,  in  the  towns  of  America,  is  the 
difereace  between  teas  of  a  year  old  and  the  fresh  teas ;  is  it 
ive,  ten,  fifteen  per  cent^  or  what  proportion  ?— Taking  care 
vkat  I  aay,  1  shoidd  say  it  exceeded  five  per  cent. ;  but  1  do 
not  fltiean  to  pledge  myself.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  sell 
tkeoi,  unleas  the  old  teas  have  been  originally  of  a  very  good 
qnafity. 

1 172.  Is  it  not  an  universal  opinion  that  the  quality  originally 
of  some  of  the  fresh  teas  is  better  than  of  the  stale  tea?— There 
is  uniformly  a  decided  preference ;  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  sell 
the  old  when  the  new  arrives. 

117S.  Are  you  aware  that  the  East-India  Company  in  this 
eonntry  are  obuged  by  law  to  keep  their  teas  s  year  before  they 
a^  them  ? — I  have  beard  that  the  teas  were  kept  a  long  time ; 
I  was  not  sensible  of  it ;  I  have  heard  the  suhject  mentioned  ; 
I  hare  no  knowledge  of  the  law. 

1174.  Supposmg  that  to  be  the  case,  and  that  the  East^India 
C^oBOfMUiy,  either  by  compulsion  of  the  law,  or  other  circum- 
f— M*^*!  were  in  the  habit  of  keeping  their  teas  always  a  year 
hehre  they  sold  them,  do  not  you  think  that  any  other  trader 
^  Dgin  the  market  firesh  teas,  would  find  a  great  prefe- 
over  the  Company  ?— Decidedly  so. 
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1 175.  That  ihe  taste  of  this  cauntryt  like  that  of  Americ3t 
would  pronounce  itself  in  favour  of  the  fresh  tea  over  the  stale? 
— Decided iy  so* 

1176.  You  have  stated  the  duties  in  America  to  be  levied 
on  the  different  teas,  luentioning  the  teas  by  name,  so  much  on 
souchong,  so  much  on  twankay,  and  so  on  ? — Ves. 

1177.  Is  it  not  common  for  one  quality  to  be  packed  up  in 
China  with  a  dilfcrent  name ;  hyson  for  hyson -skin,  or  young 
hyson,  and  so  ouj  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  rate  of  duty 
to  be  collected  in  America  ?— That  would  be  considered  a  great 
fraud,  and,  of  course,  persons  of  respectability  never  do  such 
things;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  myself;  I  have  heard  of  a 
person  in  New  York  practising  some  deceptions^  but  of  course 
be  lost  credit^  and  the  thing  was  discontinued,  I  imagine ;  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  such  frauds,  and  cannot  speak  to  them  ;  I 
should  consider  the  instances  very  few* 

1178»  Do  you  suppose  that  if,  for  instance,  young  hyson  was 
packed  for  hyson-skin,  a  custom-house  officer  could  distinguish 
the  qualities  on  their  arrival  ? — I  think  he  could. 

1179.  And  that  any  fraud  attempted  of  that  description 
would  be  detected  ?  — If  such  frauds  exist  tlie  instances  are  very 
few. 

1 180.  You  have  stated  up  to  what  time  your  trade  was  pro- 
fitable and  when  it  ceased  to  be  so,  and  when  you  were  in- 
duced to  retire  from  it ;  from  the  period  that  the  China  trade 
ceased  to  be  profitable,  has  not  almost  all  foreign  trade  of  every 
description  been  losing  ?^ — All  foreign  commerce  from  the 
United  States  has^  generally  speaking,  been  xery  unprofitable, 

1 181.  Do  you  think  that  this  China  trade  to  which  you  allude 
has  merely  fallen  into  the  same  position  with  almost  all  tlie 
shipping  trade  of  the  country? — When  I  left  the  China  trade  I 
turned  my  attention  to  cotton,  which  my  friends  and  con- 
nexions in  Lancashire  were  quite  at  home  in,  but  I  did  doI 
better  myself  much, 

1182.  The  commerce  generally  has  been  a  losing  occupation 
for  many  years  past  ? — I  believe  a  good  deal  so. 

1133,  Were  you  ever  concerned  in  a  whole  cargo  to  China? 
— Merely  as  shipper  on  freight. 

1184,  To  what  extent?— As  my  capital  tncreased*  mjr 
bysiness  increased*  commencing  moderately. 

11S5.  Thai  is  the  practice  in  the  American  trade? — ^Yes. 

1 186*  When  you  speak  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  being  a  losing  one*  do  you  mean  to  apply  Uiat  remark  to 
the  import  of  raw  materials  into  this  country,  or  the  whole 
course  of  trade,  including  the  import  and  export  trade? — I 
beHeve  that  a  person  who  imported  English  drj-  goods  judi- 
ciously, what  I  would  term  a  practical  nian>  even  yet,  under  all 
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the  difficulties,  mmket  a  little  money ;  at  least  ifhe  did  not  grow  25  Feb.  1830. 
Tcrj  rich,  he  would  get  a  liring,  I  think,  with  economy.  

1187.  The  profit  made  is  chiefly  on  the  export  of  manufac-  ^'  *'  *'"** 
Uires  firotn  thu  country  to  America?— The  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  very  extensire ;  and  Tarious  persons  who  export 
colonia]  and  domestic  produce  oden  lose  money.  Persons  who 
import  Eufflish  goods  on  a  moderate  scale,  and  have  judicious 
i^e&u  in  this  country,  I  believe,  are  rather  benefited,  but  not 
materiaDyyOf  late. 

1188L  The  benefit  of  the  trade,  upon  the  whole,  consists  more 
in  die  profit  on  the  manufiurtured  article  than  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  the  raw  material  ?  —Yes,  I  think  so.  Importers  of  French 
goods  do  well  sometimes ;  but  to  these  points  I  cannot  speak 
explicitly. 

1189.  Have  you  ever  imported  any  China  silk  goods? — I 
have  dooe  so. 

1190.  Have  you  ever  imported  any  raw  silk? — Never. 

1191.  Has  the  profit  on  China  silk  goods  been  equal  to  that 
«^  tea? — I  think,  on  the  whole,  better. 

1192.  Have  you  ever  imported  any  nankeens  ?— -Yes. 
119S.  What  proportion  of  profits  do  nankeens  bear  to  other 

vtides  imported?— The  nankeens  were  ofVen  a  bare  article; 
sometimes  they  lay  on  hand. 

IIM.  Should  you  say  that  the  demand  in  America  for  tea  is 
'*^'— "*g  ?— >The  population  increases  greathr,  and  the  demand 
for  tea  increases  with  it*  The  usual  breakfast  is  coffee ;  they 
4aik  tern  in  the  aAemoon. 

1195.  Do  the  labouring  classes  in  the  United  States  drink 
let  as  they  do  in  this  country  ? — I  believe  they  do. 

1196.  Was  there  any  export  of  tea  from  the  United  Sutes  to 
aay  of  the  southern  ports  of  America  ? — A  little,  1  think,  but 
linited*     I  cannot  speak  to  that ;  I  have  heard  of  it. 

1197.  Do  you  know  that  anr  teas  are  smuggled  into  the 
Csnadaa  ?-*!  have  beard  much  of  that.  I  have  been  in  Canada, 
and  hcerd  of  it  there,  and  I  suppose  it  did  exist :  I  have  spoken 
to  that  in  the  former  part  of  my  evidence. 

1198.  When  you  mentioned  the  quality  of  tea  in  America  to 
he  as  good  as  that  in  Ei^Umd,  did  you  lefer  to  the  fresh  tea  in 
America  or  the  old  tea  ?  — I  believe  the  whole  of  the  green  teas, 
the  hyson,  the  imperml,  and  gunpowder,  to  be  as  good  tea  as 
cam  be  produced,  in  my  opinion. 

IIM.  Aa  good  tea  as  there  is  here  ?--Yes,  I  think  so ;  they 
have  been  bought  for  Spanish  dollars. 

IMQ.  Do  you  refer  to  the  fresh  teas  of  those  descriptions,  or 
die  yemr-iM  teas  of  diose  descriptions?—!  refer  to  the  teas 
tBMMly,  when  they  are  imported,  being  of  as  good  <)ttality  as 
omtei 
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lAmcs,  1°  die  Marti i^  1830. 

JOHN  FRANCIS  DAVIS,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and 
examined. 


1  Mar,  1H30. 


120L  The  Committee  understand  that  trade,  on  tlie  part  of 

J.  F.  iMvit,     the  East-India  Company,  is  given  in  shares  to  the  Hong  mer- 

■£*9*         chants;  will  you  state  the  proportion  of  those  shares? — The 

shares  are  in   number  Hventy-one ;  of  which  the  chief  Hong 

merchant  has  four,  the  four  next  three,  and  the  two  last  two  and 

a  half  each. 

rl202.  Are  there  not  some  of  the  Hong  merchants  insolvent  ? 
— Certainly  not ;  they  are  all  in  full  trade. 
120S.  Do  each  of  them  really  receive  those  shares  of  the 
trade.  Some  of  t!»em  receive  more,  according  to  the  teas  which 
may  be  at  their  dispotial  beyond  the  actual  contract i.  Those 
proportions  apply  only  to  what  are  called  the  contract  teas, 
about  three-fifths  of  the  Company's  investment  The  remaining 
two -fifths  are  lefl  to  be  hlled  tip  by  casual  lenders  on  the  part 
of  those  who  may  have  the  best  teas  to  offer. 

1204.  Are  the  casual  tenders  always  from  the  Hong  mer- 
chants, and  never  from  any  other  party? — From  tlie  Hong 
merchants. 

1205.  Are  those  shares  considered  of  value  ?^ — As  regards  tlie 
teas,  but  otherwise  as  regards  the  imports ;  for  the  Hong  mer- 
chants sustain  a  loss  upon  a  great  number  of  imports. 

1206.  Upon  the  whole  you  consider  them  valuable? — They 
must  be  to  > 

1207.  Have  you  ever  heard  them  estimated  at  any  certain 
amount?— I  have  heard  such  conjectural  estimates;  but  tliey 
must  be  mere  guesses,  as  we  cannot  have  access  to  their  books. 

1208.  Have  you  ever  known  them  to  be  sold? — Certainly 
not;  it  is  quite  out  of  my  knowledge. 

1209.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  each  share  was  reckoned 
worth  40,000  dollars? — ^It  must  be  a  guess  on  the  part  of  the 
person  that  reckoned  it. 

1210.  With  respect  to  contract  teas,  is  the  contract  mode 
each  year  ? — It  is  made  in  the  preceding  season  for  the  subse- 
quent one. 

1211.  And  the  price  then  settled? — ^ Always  in  reference  to 
each  denomination  of  tea.  There  is  a  descending  scale  of 
prices ;  and  in  reference  to  the  tea  which  may  be  produced 
under  each  class,  the  price  is  settled. 

1212.  Is  that  series  of  price  settled  every  year,  or  does  it  go 
on  from  year  to  year  ? — The  series  of  prices,  in  reference  to 
qualities,  is  settletl,  and  has  been  for  some  time.  One  difference 
I  recollect  that  lately  took  place ;  it  was  a  general  reduction  ia 
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^thepiioeftcirietts,  one  tale  tiiider  every  character.    It  U>ok  place    1  )l«r.  u 
Iw  ymf  I88S1  and  was  m  favour  of  the  Conpttij  lo  the         *~~^1 
MMDit  of  about  £90»000.  -^   "    "^ 

1213*  Then,  with  the  exception  of  ihat  diminution,  the  prioea 
daai  of  lea  haia  been  eeltled  £qt  tome  time  ?^Tliej 

J2I4,  Do  you  renicmbcr  how  Ioog?^-t  caotiot  stale  cscactly. 
1215*  Bot  from  1825  to  the  present  moment  the  tame  price 
\  been  given  ?— Yes,  generally. 

1216.  Are  the  tens  that  arc  not  contract  teat  ptirchaied  alio 
"ng  to  a  icale  of  |vrices,  or  accortling  to  the  market  price  ? 

-Tbey  Mm  pmcbaied  An  reference  to  their  quality,  and  accord* 
\  lo  the  acsia. 

1217.  That  tfa  in  fact,  upon  the  lame  rule  with  respect  to 
'   I  aa  the  contract  teat  ?~r4o ;  they  are  necesianly  lower  ia 

;  lower  m  quality. 

1218.  What  do  yoo  call  the  teas  which  are  not  contract  tcai  ? 
-There  is  a  certain   portion  called   **  winter  teas  ;**   tlie  la* 

be  descril^  by  the  negative  term,  *•  not  contract 

lil9«  According  to  their  quality*  would  die  teia  that  mm  not 
~itact  teas  be  purchased  by  the  Company  at  tbe  nne  rata  aa 
contract  teas  ? — No ;    they  are  always  understood  lo  bo 

mo.  In  what  proportion  are  tlie^  lower  ? — Tlie  proportion 
be  gathered  from  tbe  total ;  tt  is  impossible  fur  me  to 
it. 
]22I#  Upon  what  ground  is  it  that  they  are  lower  ?^On  the 

~  of  tneir  being  inferior,  or  perhaps  old  teaa. 
1222.  Are  they  always  old  teas? — Not  alwaysi  but  upon  the 
~  of  thetr  being  generally  inferior. 

Is  there  not  a  portion  of  the  winter  teas  which  is  of  a 
<|iiality  of  tea  ?— The  winter  ti^u  are  always  purchased 
current  season  for   shipment  in   the  lubsequent  season, 
are  what  were  rejected  as  *'  contracts ;"  they  were  5c/ow 
fmaiiijft  and  are  taken  at  a  very  reduced  price. 
Are  they  Invariably  below  ? — Tliey  must  be  below, 
olbrtd  as  contracts,  and  not  accepted. 
1225.  Then  arc  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  all  the 
is  not  contract  tea,  has  been  rejected  in  the  antece* 
as  contract  tea  ?— -In  the  current  year,  not  all ;  only 
^lea. 

But  the  otherportions,  which  ore  not  winter  teas,  have 
\  ffl^cted  ?^^Tbose  which  are  not  winter  teas  have  not 
sai^^M. 

Whai  proportion   do  tboee  which  havu  not  been  re- 
I  tbose  which  have  been  rejected  ?-*It  is  very  dif* 
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ficult  for  me  to  state,  because  the  quantity  of  the  winter  teas 
vanes  in  dii'erent  seasons, 

1228.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  an  account,  for 
two  or  three  years,  of  the  proportions  of  the  teas  ? — The  total 
investment  of  ihe  Company's  black  teas  is  about  270,000  chesty 
of  which  the  contracts  ore  three- fifths.  Of  winter  teas  there  arci 
I  think,  about  20^000  chests  ;  but  this  varies. 

1229.  The  winter  teas  being  the  rejected  teas  of  the  antece- 
dent year  ? — Of  the  season  antecedent  to  their  shipment.  They 
are  purchased  in  February,  and  shipped  in  the  subsequent  Oc- 
tober or  November.  They  are  rejectedj  not  as  being  positively 
bad,  but  as  being  comparatively  inferior  to  the  high  class  called 
contract. 

1230«  Then  the  prices  paid  by  the  Company  are  settled 
according  to  the  scale,  and  without  reference  to  the  market 
price  of  the  day  ?— Yes  ;  but  they  are  lower  than  the  contracts. 
They  arc  settled  according  to  the  scale,  subject  to  change  and 
alteration.  The  Company  has  always  regulated  the  market  price 
of  teas, 

1231.  When  did  any  change  take  place? — The  last  consider- 
able change  took  place  in  1825)  but  I  will  not  say  that  some 
denominations  have  not  been  Jowered  since, 

1232.  How  is  the  price  fixed  upon  this  scale?  — The  price  is 
fixed  according  to  a  certain  classification  under  each  denomina* 
tion*  There  are  not  less  than  ten  classes  under  each  denomina- 
tion ;  for  instance,  under  the  denomination  of  congo,  there  are, 
in  fact,  more  than  ten  classes. 

1 233.  Between  w^hat  parties  is  it  that  this  price  is  fixed  ?— Be- 
tween the  buyers  and  the  sellers :  between  the  Hong  and  the 
Company, 

1234«  Do  you  know  whether  the  teas  that  are  sent  to  Canada 
are  purchased  by  the  Company  according  to  the  same  scale  of 
price  as  those  sent  to  this  country  ?=-They  are  not  contract 
teas  ;  they  are  of  a  lower  description. 

1235.  Do  they  form  any  proportion  of  the  shares  which  the 
Hong  merchants  supply  by  contract  ?— No  ;  the  whole  consign* 
ment  is  to  the  amount  of  not  more  than  €100,000. 

1236.  Those  are  not  purchased  then  according  to  this  scale  of 
price  ? — ►They  are  purchased  aocording  to  the  price  which  the 
Company  choose  to  affix  to  each  quality. 

1237.  Are  they  higher  or  lower  ? — They  are  lower  than  the 
contracts,  and  of  a  lower  quality. 

1238.  In  proportion  to  tbe  quality,  are  they  lower  than  the 
contract  teas  ? — I  believe  the  price  is  proportioned,  as  weJI  as 
can  be,  to  the  real  value  of  the  commodity  in  both  cases, 

1230.  CaD  you  speak  positively  to  that?— I  iboiikl  say  de- 
cidedly. 
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*  1240.  Hoir  mrt  die  prieet  of  wooHent,  which  the  Hong  mer^  i  Mar.  isaa 
chanu  take,  affixed  ?— Ac(»rding  to  the  demand.  

1241.     ITic  Mtaie  wij  at  the  teaf  ?— Yei ;  except  that  the    '^'  ^w^' 
relative  aitoadon  of  the  paitiet  dealing  becomes  chaogtrd.     The 
ooe  become  lelkni  and  the  other  bujen. 

IMft.  But  ttin  iC  is  a  motiial  agreement  between  the  parties? 
— Certaiiilj.  1  would  add»  that  the  last  consignment  of 
woollena  to  China,  it  is  estiaiated,  will  yield  a  profit  upon  the 
whole,  if  the  prices  remain  the  same  as  they  were  by  the  last 
acoounta. 

12iS.  Supposing  then*  in  so  fiv  as  the  value  of  woollens  goes, 
that  there  were  an  arbitrary  price  put  upon  the  woollens  and 
iqKMi  the  tea*  it  does  not  follow  that  we  should  ascertain  the 
exact  value  of  the  teas  purchased  by  the  Company?- They 
must  both  be  regulated  according  to  the  best  conception  that 
the  two  parties  hare  of  the  supply  and  the  demand. 

1244.  But  they  are  not  r^Kuhited  according  to  the  price  of 
the  day  in  either  mstance  ? — 'Diey  must  be ;  the  nuuket  price  of 
the  day  must  be  as  much  as  the  sellers  can  get,  and  as  little  as 
die  buyers  can  manage  to  give. 

1245.  When  the  Americans  entered  into  the  trade  of  supply- 
ing  CaotOD  with  manufactured  goods,  did  the  price  of  the 
■aaaftctnred  article -fell  in  the  Canton  market?— Certainly 
itdid. 

1246.  Did  the  price  of  the  woollens  that  the  Company  fur- 
nished to  the  Hong  at  the  same  time  sustain  a  corresponding 
&9nre? — They  certainly  fell ;  the  Company  had  to  complain  of 
afidl. 

1247.  To  what  extent?— I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

1248.  Are  there  any  minutes  kept  of  the  agreements  between 
the  Hong  and  the  supercargoes  ? — They  are  all  on  the  Com- 
pany's records. 

1249.  Do  you  remember  when  the  last  arrangement  was 
made  between  the  Hong  and  the  supercargoes,  with  respect  to 
the  price  of  woollens  ^— The  arrangement  takes  place  every 
year,  with  reference  to  the  supply  and  the  demand. 

1250.  Do  the  prices  vary  every  year? — Certainly. 

1251.  But  not  of  the  teas?— Yes,  1  have  said  before  that 
they  did.  There  was  a  variation  in  the  whole  investment  in 
the  rear  1825,  since  which  time  I  cannot  exactly  speak  to  par- 
ticuiara. 

1252.  Are  you  aware  that  if  tea  was  purchased  in  the  market 
of  Canton,  for  ready  money  for  instance,  it  might  be  bought  at 
BHKh  lower  rates  than  those  paid  by  the  Company? — I  think 
the  evidence  I  heard  in  this  room  went  to  prove  that.  That 
what  the  Americans  call  a  ridi  ship,  that  is,  a  ship  freighted 
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with  dollars,  will  always  be  more  welcome  to  tlie  Chinese  Uian 

a  ship  freighted  with  manttfuctures* 

1253.  Do  you  know  the  proportion  in  which  teas  so  pur- 
chased for  ready  money  would  vary  from  the  contract  prices 
paid  for  the  teas,  supposing  the  quality  to  be  the  same? — 
Except  that  it  would  be  lower  for  casb^  I  cannot  speak  exactly* 

1254.  Do  you  conceive  that  there  would  be  a  dijferencet 
upon  bohea  for  instance,  of  from  B(L  paid  by  the  Company  to  5^. 
and  a  fraction  paid  by  the  Americans? — The  denominations 
of  teas  can  be  no  guide  whatever  with  reference  to  the  value  of 
the  teas*  There  h  as  much  difference  between  the  quality  of 
teas  of  the  same  denomination,  as  tliere  is  between  wine  sold 
at  a  tavern  and  that  drunk  at  a  gentleman's  table,  although  they 
are  both  called  Sherry  or  Madeira. 

1255.  Are  there  no  means  of  comparison  at  all  between  the 
prices  paid  in  the  market  of  Canton,  and  the  contract  prices  of 
the  Company's  teas  ? — ^They  are  both  in  proportion  to  the  real 
value  of  the  commodity;  and  the  contract  teas  are  of  a  very 
high  quality.  1  am  not  aware  that  they  are  bought  by  any  but 
the  Company  in  general, 

.  1256.  In  the  year  1925j  when  a  different  arrangement  took 
place  about  price,  was  there  a  meeting  between  the  Hong  mer- 
cliants  generally  and  the  supercargoes  with  respect  to  Uiat 
alteration  in  the  price? — That  would  be  the  way  in  which  such 
a  measure  must  be  operated. 

1257.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  did  actually  take  place? 
— No  doubt  it  did, 

1259.  Are  there  any  minutes  of  it? — There  are  the  fullest 

minutes  of  every  transaction  that  takes  place  regularly  sent 
home,  in  what  are  called  *  Public  Consultations/  to  tlie  India- 
House, 

1259.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  of  the  particulars  of 
an  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Select  Committee 
and  the  supercargoes  and  the  Hong  merchants  in  the  year  1828, 
not  long  after  the  failure  of  the  security-merchant  Manhop? — 
There  are  complete  minutes  upon  the  subject  at  the  India- 
House  ;  and  they  are  of  better  authority  than  I  am,  for  I  hap- 
pened from  necessity  to  be  absent  from  the  spot  at  that  period, 

1260.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  substance  of  the  agreement 
was ;  whether  it  was  not  agreed  by  the  Hong  merchants,  under 
a  penalty  of  20|000  dollars  or  some  such  sum,  to  be  paid  by  any 
Hong  merchant  who  should,  after  a  certain  date,  grant  a  license 
for  the  sale  of  any  foreign  imports  to  any  other  person  than  b 
Hong  merchant,  or  to  ship  off  any  goods  purchased  from  an 
outside  merchant  ?— ^This  arrangement  among  the  Hong  met*  . 
chants  took  place  entirely  without  the  instigation  of  the  Cora- 
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rwileib  or  llieir  iiiieHerriic«.    li  wm  in  conmqwm^e^  of  thit 
lidfet  Aom  the  Hoppo^-* 

**  From  hit  EseeLknejr  the  Hoppa»  Wan  T»Jtfi,  to  tlM 
Lufiufts  Acbow  and  othen ; 

**  II  hat  htm  fmind  out  that  aome  pcrtona  wbo  (brrorrly  optiiail 
ihppa  for  Buroptaii  vare«t  havt  totem  the  oierduuiu'  hanfa  aad 
ckndestinelj  do  hyrfniw  with  forebnert  j  but  fof^fii  ahipa  eoorintf 
to  CftDtofi  are  rc«trfcted,  ill  all  thw  loporu  uid  tspofti^  to  dau 
vith  the  HoDg  merehants.  If  native  ahepnieii  cany  on  a  dendc** 
tine  comneree,  the  law  acrouuti  it  a  tretaonahle  hitereotifft.  The 
tetnitjr  of  the  bw  b  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue.  But  the 
fc  ^^_  ^^M  ^^  j^^  i^y  foftning  connections  with  the  Hoof 
.iualJir  entering  and  awuming  a  fal»c  prefenea  of 
the  Hoog  coocernjs  carry  on  their  illegal  thorn 
Mil  die  fer^n«ra»  and  hriiig  up  and  tend  down  cafxoea  b  the 
oaaeof  Che  Bonf.  The  merehecita  connive  at  it»  and  the  Itegtiiata 
naawm  briben  to  fc|N»rt  the  dutiei.  But  it  it  fSMfOUea  that  brge 
dcbca  for  diitiea  are  acdupulated^  and  foreM  cialna  iacriaiiJ»  and 
the  Honf  nercbanti  are  eventualij  injureoL  Thi  be«t  way  to  |»fa> 
vast  mm  eviU  hi  to  be  careful  bmrehaBd,  Be*ide«  ordmef 
Baw^m  and  the  other  merchanta  to  examine  whether  there  be  a«r 
ihapttan  In  the  tioega  or  not,  and  forthwith  to  expel  then  laaliiM 
ef  niainln^  them  to  <^rrj  on  an  illicit  comtnerce  with  foreignef% 
mi  ilachuing  that  if  any  dare  to  diftobey  thit  order,  on  the  &«ti 
b«y  diaeovered,  the  gooda  will  be  confiaeated,  and  the  ahopaMa 
Mmrcd  over  to  the  lorml  |Dvenmieot  to  be  piintahed.  Bgddaa 
dei^  thcae  thingx»  an  order  la  hereby  i&«ued  to  the  Ungulate,  re* 
aaimH  theoi  to  act  acrordinf;  to  the  tenour  of  thin;  and  hereidtrr 
MMM  an  J  ahopoian  dandcfttinly  enter  the  hongi  and  deal  with 
the  lafapMl^  the  hogoisla  are  diaellowed  to  report  tbesr  gooda  tt 
ikm  CMte»i  hoiiai,  and  are  required  to  give  information  to  eoverti- 
mmm  thai  the  gooda  nay  be  cottiicaiad,  Should  the  Itnguiitj 
eptalf  aaaeat  to  and  aecretly  oppoae  thia  order,  and  aa  tMcfore 
report  goods  at  the  ntatoa»*bouse,  the  Btooient  it  ia  diacovered  they 
viB  be  icrerely  puaiahed.— Dec  17th.  MUSI*'* 

Are  there  not  frequent  prodamationi  or  edicta  by  the 
'  and  by  the  Hoppo  againat  am  tilling  of  every  kind?-* 
I  waa  a  more  particular  one,  in  conaequence  of  the  auccea* 
Uhire  of  tliree  of  the  Hoog  nierchanta* 
ms.  Aje  Dot  fmiueoi  proclamaUona  of  that  kind  iuued 
aBQiggiiog  and  illegal  traniaciiona?— *Not  ao  frequently 
whfit  la  called  the  **  outside  trade  **  aa  againftt  the  opium 
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,  1263b  Are  not  thoae  considered  matters  of  cour9e»  and  doea 
gg^og  go  on  increaaing  notwithstanding  ? — I  would  con- 
obaCTiraiion  to  opium,  because  that  is  a  cuntnaband 
\  which  cannot  pay  dudes.  The  edict  quoted  is  aitite  of 
at  deacription.  I  hate  nut  known  more  Uiaii  three  or 
m  my  reaktence  in  Uie  couiilry.  I  reiuentber  one  in 
klT«  vbcn  the  Company  interfered  in  favour  of  the  shopmen* 
'  rKifoeated  the  government  to  allow  them  to  trade  to  a  cer* 
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tain  extent  whli  the  ships  wiUiout  being  sut>ject  to  the  inter- 
ference of  tlie  Hong  merchants.  That  applicatkin  failed ;  and 
it  appears  that  there  were  two  hundred  shops  soon  after  shut 
up  by  order  o(  the  government.  Tliie  last  was  without  any 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Hong;  it  was  a  spontaneous  act 
on  the  part  of  the  govermnenL 

1264.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Company 
entered  into  no  arraiigement  with  the  Hong  merchants  in  con- 
sequence of  that  ? — The  Company  had  that  year  suffered  vcrf 
much  by  thu  abstraction  from  tlieir  corttracts  of  teas  of  which 
they  had  always  been  accustomeiJ  to  have  lite  tirst  choice ;  and 
the  Coininittee  then  thought,  ihat  as  they  had  suflered  in  that 
yearns  investment,  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  their  accustomed  advantage.  The  Court 
did  not  enter  into  these  views  to  their  full  extent,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  has  been  altered  ;  but  tliey  did  at 
tlie  moment  think  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Company 
to  tell  those  Hong  merchants,  whom  they  suspected  of  conni- 
ving at  the  systeni)  that  if  any  individual  of  their  body 
contributed  again  to  the  injury  of  the  Company's  investment* 
for  the  sake  of  a  higher  price,  the  Company  would  difniniih 
their  dealings  with  him. 

.  1265.  Did  they  not  state  to  the  Hong  merchanis  that  they 
reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  depriving  such  Hong  mer- 
chant of  any  share  of  the  Company's  trade,  if  tliey  shcndd 
again  grant  parcels  or  permit  facilities  to  the  outside  merchaatfi 
to  deal  with  the  Americans  and  other  traders  ? — It  did  not 
extend  to  the  general  trade  in  articles  which  had  always  been 
allowed  to  the  aliopmen.  It  was  with  reference  to  teas  more 
especially;  with  reference  to  matters  which  affected  the  Com- 
pany's investment  and  the  Company's  interests, 

126G.  As  regarded  tea  alone,  did  they  make  their  intention 
known  to  the  Hong  merchants  ? — Yes  ;  they  told  them  that  if 
they  found  their  investment  suffered,  they  should  consider  it 
their  duty  to  show^  their  disapprobation,  by  dealing  less  with  the 
merchants  who  connived  at  it, 

1267.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Chinese 
ivere  themselves  anxious  to  deal  with  Americans  and  others,  and 
thereby  abstracted  a  [lortion  of  the  Com|>any*8  trade,  but  tliAt 
the  Company's  servants  interfered  to  prevent  it  ?■ — Tlie  Com- 
pany's servants  at  that  time  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  preserre 
the  first  choice,  which  th  ey  had  always  enjoyed,  of  those  aope- 
rior  teas ;  and  they  thought  they  could  do  this  in  no  other  way, 
than  by  telling  the  merchants  that  they  would  deal  lets  with 
any  individual  of  their  body  who  injured  the  Company  a  iiiterest% 
by  contributing  to  the  new  system. 

1268.  In  fact,  they  ivere  anxious  to  keep  up  that  preference 
which  they  had  in  the  choice  of  the  teas,  notwithstanding  the 
outiide  merchants  wished  to  deal  with  others?— They  did;  but 
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;  idea  bia  bten  tiacm  giiren  up,  in  coiife<)iietii:e  of  the  receipt 
Tc  ra|djr  finom  Hie  Coort,  wymg  Uiey  thought  it  «a»  faeUer  to 

I  lake  tlieir  nattml  courwr. 
IM9.  Tbim,  ia  ftct,  dtd  matcen  revert  to  rheir  old  thann^* 
captthalanding  the  edict  you  h«vc  now  read  ? — Ceitainlr  i>ot, 
'i  tcgard  CO  all  ooforaoJitiec     ft  is  itill  bcld  t»v  Uie  (Wtau 
to  be  trait  BfOtti  lor  an  outiide  dealer  to  deal  ia 
i  atapte  iftJclai- 
1?70.  Can  joa  ftate  any  instance  in  which  the  gov^frntitnt 
\  acted  on  the  aptrit  of  that  edict,  and  puntihed  any  niifiriiln 
■t  fa* dealing  with  Americani  or  ajiy  oiht*r  roreignafa? 
-I  have  not  jct  heard  of  any  inatance  lincc  that  edtct« 
IIBTt.  What  is  the  Cliinese  paninhment  for  treanon ;  what 
woidd  attach  to  tliat  elai«  of  treason  win  '   '     *  *ig- 
by  this  trade  ? — ^Trcajwiiv  atrictly  fi|>eakiri^,  i  It^tt 

thai  can  happen  under  a  deapotum ;  and  in  Cnniu  cutatU 
h^heiri  poaoninienL   What  tort  oC  treason  dealing  with 
I  ia»  I  am  not  aware  ;  but  it  might  probably  be  puniahed 
ibr  life  to  Tartary. 
It1%  Have  you  ever  known  that   punishment  frii!jctrd  for 
??-^Ifewn  after  the  Comfwny's  inurtVrencc  in  IM17, 
d  ihopoien  were  taken  u{>  and  punishid  :  tlie  leaat 
I  believe,  was  the  confbcattOQ  ot*  their  gooda* 
1279.  At  what  time  was  that  ?^lo  Ae  ytmt  1817. 
'  It74»  Have  yon  ever  known  such  a  proceeding  taken  at  any 
'  penod  ?— Constantly ;  it  ba«  happened  every  two  or  tliree 
I  have  been  in  the  service,  that  outside  men  have 
I  apprehended.    It  is  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money 
I  Chem. 
If7&  Has  tt,  ta  point  of  fw:l^  intemiptcd  the  poceediiigf 
'ide  asercliasita?-'!!  never  can  entirety.     I  ■TTltrfiif 
limde  at  Canton  to  be  perfectly  secure  in  reganl  la 
i  penatlted  commodities,  but  not  in  regard  to  the  oiliera* 
'  ISTtti.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  outaide  merchanu  have  given 
of  money,  6^000  or  10,O(K»  dollara*  to  the  Hong  merciumts. 
Mr  !■»  to  oo^rer  oortiMi  exponft»  which  legally  they  could 
Midi  wilhaiH  Hie  Wmg  meicliaau*  aolhetlty  ?*-*They  have, 
(bdiwtat  bribed  them. 
1277.  Haa  not  tliat  been  of  very  frequent  occurrence  ?— I 
!  thai  no  outside  dealer,  wbariahii  buainess  is  illegal*  caa 
_  I  wtU  to  carry  on  such  traiiaactiona  without  bribing  the 
;  nwrchanta.     It  is  a  sort  of  tax  on  the  outside  trade. 
isra.  The  Committee  understand  from  yoo  that  the   Hong 
I  have  legalk  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  from  the  port 
Caatoo  ? — In  staptra. 

f  S79.  Do  YOQ  mean  in  the  trade  witti  Europe  and  India  ?«^ 
rooootdticrmiittate  between  the  places  from  which 
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1280.  Do  you  recollect  any  articles  which  are  excepted  from 
that  monopoly  ? — There  is  one  which,  I  believe,  is  bow  excepted^ 
namely,  silk  piece-goods ;  it  Ia  a  trade  which  the  Hong  mer* 
chants  cannot  carry  oDj  being  a  business  of  detail,  ht  only  for 
the  outside  dealers. 

128 L  Did  not  that  take  place  in  1828  by  proclamation  ? — 
The  proclamations  were  against  free  trade ;  but  silk  has  been 
allowed  to  the  outside  dealers. 

1282.  Then  except  silk  piece-goods  all  other  articles  are  con- 
sidered illegal,  if  they  do  not  go  through  the  Hong  merchants  ? 
^  Besides  silk  piece-goods,  there  are  a  variety  of  trifling  things. 
The  daily  wants  of  a  foreigner  at  Canton  must  be  supplied  from 
the  shops :  for  instance,  a  man  could  not  go  and  buy  a  pair  of 
shoes  from  Howqua,  There  are,  besides,  sugar-candy,  and 
mats,  and  things  of  that  kind* 

1283.  Are  you  aware  of  sums  of  money  being  paid  by  the 
outside  merchants  to  the  Hoppo  for  the  privilege  of  exporting? 
—  I  am  not  aware  of  that;  I  should  say,  they  were  paid  to  the 
Hong  merchajits.  The  Hoppo  is  in  a  situation  too  high  to 
&dmit  of  bargains  between  bim  and  the  outside  dealers.  I  should 
think  the  bribes  were  paid,  in  part^  to  the  underlings  of  the 
Hoppo. 

1284.  Will  you  state  what  the  office  of  the  Hoppo  i«>  and 
what  his  duties  are,  and  the  importance  of  them  ?^He  is  the 
third  civil  officer  in  rank  at  Canton ;  he  rank^  after  the  governor 
of  the  province ;  and  he  is  chief  commissioner  of  the  customs. 
His  duty  is  to  superintend  the  foreign  trade  in  generah 

1283,  Are  you  aware  whether  he  is  paid  by  salary  or  by  com* 
mission? — ^I  believe  that,  under  that  corrupt  government,  lie 
receives  very  little  positive  salary,  and  is  allowed  principally  to 
pay  himself.  Most  of  the  situations  connected  with  foreign 
ti^de  are  sold  to  the  best  bidder,  who  remiuierates  himself  as  he 
can. 

1286*  Have  you  not  heard  that  that  is  principally  done  by 
conniving  at  evasions  of  the  revenue?— I  beheve  that  it  h  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  by  sums  that  he  wrings  from  theHotig 
merchants  ;  in  every  way,  in  fact,  that  he  can  obtain  money. 

1287.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position, on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  outside  merchants,  to  deal 
witli  foreigners,  but  that  the  Hong,  by  the  privileges  which  they 
possess,  restrain  them  ? — ^I  should  say,  that  there  is  necessarily 
a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  outside  dealers,  to  nartidpale 
in  the  lucrative  trade  with  foreigners,  but  that  both  the  govern- 
ment and  the  Hong  merchants  are,  from  interestj  opposed  to 
it ;  the  government,  because  they  are  more  secure  of  their  reve- 
nues if  they  come  regularly  ;  and  the  Hong  merchants,  naturally 
with  that  self- Jove  which  leads  every  man  to  do  the  best  for  hint 
lelf  and  the  body  to  which  he  belongs. 
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iWdS.    Bat  you  tmy  ttiAt  ihe  giarwimnmt  hsve  rckxed  Id  i 
i  of  the  regQlatKHM  in  favour  of  the  outAide  merchant*  ?— 
[  believe  that  tn  one  ttitide  they  have,  either  by  poaitive  contti- 
I  or  by  poaitata  anactment,  allowed  the  iilk  tfade  to  the 
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Was  that  any  written  contract*  on  the  occaaioo  that 

fDeutioDeit«  between  the  lupercargoca  and  the  lloi^ 

Lf  ? — I  believe  thiit  it  watt  jnst  in  so  many  wordj,  aiT 

to  those  I  long  merchants  whom  they  uumect^d  of  having 

in   depriving  thcnt  of  their  accustamed  choice  of  teaa, 

tbey  would  ahow  tlieir  di«pleaiure  towafda  iav  Hong  mt&t^ 

ta  who  ccMAtnbuted  to  it,  by  dealing  kaa  wkn  tfaaai  tbaa 

tbeothera. 

1290.  Have  you  any  knowledge  oC  a  letter  addreiaed  hy  tba 

tti  a^nt  to  the  chief  oftba  Select  Committee^  remoti- 

Maioat  such  part  of  the   arrangeinent  in  quettion  aa 

I  tm  iolarval  m  an  American  ? — Some  of  the  Aiaarkaiia 

r  all  af  ^bam  would  not  tign  tlie»«  petttion«  to  thegovaniintvl) 

iea;vtHsred  to  bring  tlie  Brititli  intu  odium  with  the  Chtnaie* 

;  oci  the  Company *«  records  there  it  copy  of  an  addrctt  of 

aaytng  that  the  Britiih  bad  act  thenmi^lvet  up  in  oppo»i- 

I  to  the  Emperor^a  charge  of  the  most  injunout  cast  in  tucb 

looontry  aa  Cnioa ;   and  we  at  that  moment  felt  that  we  owed 

litUe  to  the  Aaiericao%  and  particularly  to  thijt  ind]viduaJ« 

we  retumad  a  vary  abort  answer*     He  wanted  ui  to  aaaiat 

on  aome  oooaaionf  and  we  returned   him  a  very  laoooio 

r«  from  the  feeltog  that  we  owed  him  very  little. 

IS91.  It  that  letter  and  that  onkwur  on  record  ?^  I  think  they 

i  are  on  record*    Thin  petition  had  not  been  ligncd  by  all 

in^  Are  you  aware  whether  the  American  nierchanta  at 

on  finding  that  their  trade  with  the  outside  merchaata 

t  piti  ao  end  to  by  the  arrangetnent  made  between  tba  mifm^ 

i  and  the  Hoog,  held  a  meeting  and  reaolvid  to  poUlaoii 

loy  against  such  proceeding  ? — I  believe  that  those  an- 

\  aa  the  Aniericans  who  had  signed  this  previous  peti* 

4U  fepcat  their  application  through  the  medium  ot  the 

f  aacchants* 

Have  you  ever  aoen  a  copy  or  translation  of  that  pell- 
I  oaot  in  by  the  Americans  ?^I  saw  some  five  or  six  of  them  ; 
wilb  regard  to  that  particular  one,  I  cannot  say. 
1SM>  Did  not  one  of  these  petitions  to  the  Vkeroy  chaige 
Its  of  the  East- India  Company  directly  witli  having 
i  tbe  arrangement  which  the  Americans  conaidofod  so 
I  Do  their  interest  ? — If  they  did  make  tliat   iiaairfiOB^ 
rds  win  show  that  it  was  incorrect. 
According  to  your  recollection,  was  that  Uic  allegation 
petition  ? — It  might  have  been  their  allegation  ;  but  if 
i  jBuat  deny  the  trtith  of  it* 
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■■  Itey  ploMe,  vheitter  for  grfttt  ^r  tniiitl  roftimo<litif«. 
kt^  fbrt^  ibifM  in  frnDer  nuivlMn  liaf«  cotnc  to  CmntMi,  in 
ire  m  grtemt  amof  trediiif  iktppern,  fbr  wHoni  tb«  *igiit  Brtirl^  to 
_  Jiev  were  reatrictrd  are  imiiScicnt.  The  cimnMlittoeeaf  |M^ 
t—J'Aiiiief  timet  ore  di^erefit.  Thai  on  delfheraCMiii  thtf  voiiti] 
^  odf  tt  im  of  the  hrger  mrti^Ui  of  iin[iort  nnd  eiport  cmo  to  be 
iievl  to  the  H^mg  wterfkantt,  iind  cnrncntfr  walidtinK  ■  ciiMfe  of 
Mielev»  wydi  would  tw  tbowing  compatitofi  to  the  remote  fefiignti ■» 
{•id  lie  bc«i«ieid  tt  borne.  This  wai  their  motive. 
y  **«  We  (the  tftwioftr  end  judge)  coattneiided  the  oAeen  bvlbte 
l|M»ed  to  eicvBiee  Into  Ibe  luliject  end  report,  wliM  tifeef  iM,  It  le 
~  iper  for  tii  now  to  utite  the  renutt ;  which  U,  that  e  Uet  be  leede 
I  «C  exfiorts,  Un^  raw  tiik^  ^'c.  ^4  irtirte* ;  «nd  oC  Imporie,  irrirltnie^ 
t  ike*  53  ■rilelei;  ell  d  which  Unge  romroodltieii  the  tkoptmtm 
[iHell  be  mroMkited  (torn  deeltng  in. 

1  ocber  goode  noi  tntMcd  m  the  (i«t,  whetber  e&|ioru  or  im- 
I  or  other  commoditiet,  miieelloneoee  ertklee  end  eeteblei^ 

f  t^  dee!  wbH  ebo|i«cii,  and 

irKo  if>  to  bo  rifiu wfcii  foe 

\  iKef  efo  let  bfouffat  freer 

f  or  Bociffebow,  bat  voreo  fVom  time  to  time  by  netit ei  of 

t  «»lioQ  epplted  for  by  the  foreifn  merchenta,  eed  tin^  die  Mw 

■jr  titBi  thii  practice  ut  expedient^  both  for  fofeignete  eoi 

it  U  right  to  grmnt  their  requcit  [to  Icmre  alkt  IVee). 

^  Ail  coopeeeod  mUcdlaneoui  artirtes  not  insen cd  in  the  Unt  irr 

I  to  tbe  fiQPei|tn  loercluint  who  now  chooipi  to  deal  v»ith  »hof)mcfi. 

bcreolk^,  if  tbe  ibopmco  incur  debti,  the  JtfeedaHie  mti\\im^t§ 

1  oo#  bo  tvplleetod*    The  foreign  merchant  muil»  to  eft  eMb  Meei!, 

>  trfi  im  kim4f(fi€t  deer  hii  account. 

With  rei|>ect   to  >huf>mrn  deeting  with  fofijgiiin,' It  k  ioee* 

;  to  Icere  them  withoet  tome  one  to  tnopect  tbebp  conduct.  Wo 

'  end  Jud^)  toy eet 'that  it  may  be  mode  ibe  <hity  of  tbo 

~ '  1  and  Itngniita  to  eEOfnine  from  time  to  time,  and  thou  Id 

Oitiggliog,  the  Honf^  mercbantJi  «holl  bo  rr«ponaihley 

I  broufbtup  and  punished    Thie  change  seems  rrouired 

r  Ae  dnce;   end  emee  the  fureig^ncrt  wilt  be  eompiiftftionutctl,  the 

\  eeooeneodetedp  and  the  respomsMihf  JUtd^  there  will  be  oo 

tiwike  frereo»»  DOf  Oigr  obfetofllo  iMi  tbo  lewa. 

Bevifig  reeilyed  Ofdim  to  oieioioe  wmd  eonaitit,  we  now  mbmif 

MtloRi  be  right  or  not,  and  unit  for  inetmetieoj  to 

We  moreover  request  that  a  eoaWNieleelion  tnaf 

\  to  the  Hoppo  to  examine  and  conform.* 

^  Hefeements  here  come  before  me,  the  goeeroor;  and  aa  tho 

ere  completed,  I  direct,  in  accordance  with  the  above 

e  limt  to  be  mode  out  of  exports — tea,  raw  lilk,  dee*  24 

[iiere  be  ifooteii,  verhmtim,  tbo  preceding  poreomph^  eo4 

I  the  UoDpo  to  iosue  a  praclaoiation  in  their  ooliod  oeiwio  to 

log  neraisntit  to  commtintcate  the  onteri  of  gotomiiieot  fa 

I  of  ell  netions,  nnd  to  the  native  shopmen »  thet  one  end 

ben  aof  yield  obedience  to  the  eame.] 

01  tbeoRdr  eeoMe  before  tee,  the  Hoppo ;  and  I  hereby  irane^ 
•eeo  of  the  governor  and  Hoppo,  the  following  orders.     (Here 
11%  OgvAefiai,  the  preceding,  ond  then  adds] 
_  _  I  merchenti,  foreigners,  linguists  and  ftbr>pmen,  alt  be  hereby 
'fcjiy  tnfeemed,  that  btrenfier  they  are  required  iniplidtly  to  obey  ihr 


i3fi 


I  Mar*  IgM. 


r^uS^^ 


1  Mar.  1B30. 
J*  F.  Davis, 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

f) receding  regulations,  to  examine  and  confomi  their  dealings  to  the 
ist  of  exports  and  imports  hereto  annexed.  Hong  nierchanta  Eilone 
are  allowed  Co  trade  in  the  articles  therein  mentioned.  Shopmen  are 
not  permitted  to  have  any  secret  intercourfie  with  forei^ers. 

*'  Of  Che  wrought  silks,  each  shop  is  to  he  limited  to  B»000  catties. 
The  said  ahopmen  ore  permitted  to  deal  with  foreigners  only  in  mU- 
cellaneouB  articles  not  in  the  great  articles  of  commerce* 

**  The  foreign  merchant^  in  dealing  with  Sihopmeni  has  been  reqyired 
to  give  in  a  lisc,  through  the  lingni&t,  whose  ears  and  eyes  were  near 
and  can  easily  investigate.  Hereafter,  in  reporting  goods  to  be  shipped 
off,  he  must  distinguish  clearly  which  belong  to  Hong  merchants  and 
which  to  shopmen.  It  ia  made  the  duty  of  the  linguist  to  discriminate 
according  lo  law,  ere  a  permit  be  given.  He  is  not  allowed  to  confuse 
these  things ;  if  he  do,  he  will  be  severely  punished. 

**  The  linguists  are  besides  ordered  to  malte  out  a  list  of  all  the 
foreign  goods  shops,  and  whether  the  owners  be  substantial  good  people^ 
and  cause  them  forthwith  to  present  to  governmenl  associated  namea 
for  security,  to  be  preserved  on  record, 

*'  As  to  any  debts  that  may  hereafter  be  contracted  by  the  shopmen, 
the  fort^gnerM  themselves  must  manage  the  affair, 

"  It  is  incumbent  on  the  Hong  merchants  and  linguists  to  examine 
and  report  on  what  is  going  on.  If  they  presume  to  conceal  what 
they  know,  and  any  clandestine  proceeding  be  educed,  they  will  be 
severely  prosecuted.  Positively  the  governor's  and  Hoppo's  wordt 
once  gone  forth,  the  law  will  follow.  Positively  no  indidgence  will  be 
shown.  Let  every  one  implicitly  obey.  Oppose  not  this  special 
edict, 

"  List  of  the  24  Articles  of  Export  (confined  to  the  Hongs). 

**  1 .  All  sons  of  teas,  2.  Raw  silk  from  Oakwong.  3.  Silk  pre- 
pared for  weaving,  4.  Canton  raw  silk,  5.  .411  aorta  of  cloth. 
^.  Native  cassia.  7>  Cashia  buds,  8.  Sugar-candy,  9.  Sugar. 
10.  Tutcnague,  IL  Alum,  12.  Cloves.  13.  Nutmeg  (or  mace). 
14.  Quicksilver.  15.  China  camphor.  16.  Rhubarb.  17.  GalangaL 
18,  China  root*  19.  Vermilion.  20.  Gamboge,  21.  Damar.  SS2. 
Star  aniseed.     23,  Pearl  shells.     24.  Cochineal. 

"  List  of  the  53  Articles  of  Import, 

**  L  Worleys.  £.  Dutch  camlets.  3,  Camlets,  4.  Long-ells.  5. 
Broad- cloths,  6,  Cuttings  of  cloth,  7.  ^orts  of  camlets.  8,  Flo- 
rentines. 9,  Ginseng.  10.  Sandal- wood.  11,  Birds^nests,  12.  Cloves. 
13.  Nutmegs,  14.  Puidiuck.  15.  Olibanum.  1€,  Malay  camphor. 
1 7.  Elephant's  teeth,  18,  Pepper,  ll).  Foreign  tin.  20.  Ditto  lead. 
31,  Ditto  copper.  22.  Ditto  steel.  23.  Cotton.  24.  Rattans.  2S* 
Betel-nut.  2G.  Smalts.  Si*  Prussian  blue.  £8.  Bicho  do  Mar. 
29.  Fish  maws.  30.  Sharks*  fins.  31.  Materials  for  glass,  32.  Ebony, 
33.  Sapan>wood.  34.  Cochineal,  35.  Gum  kine.  30,  Myrrh.  37, 
Physic.  38,  Assaftetida,  39.  Physic  oil.  40.  Quicksilver.  41.  Fo- 
reign iron,  42.  Wax.  43.  Cutch.  44.  Pearl  shells.  45.  Sago, 
46.  Undressed  nests.     4?.  48.  Flints.     49.  Borax.    50. 

Amber.    51.  Gold  and  silver  thread,     52.  All  sorts  of  skins.    53. 
Mace. 

1301.  Does  it  appear  by  that  proclamation  through  what 
authority  the  American  petition  was  presented  ?— It  could  only 
be  presented  through  the  medium,  and  in  the  words,  of  the 
HoDg  mcrchanta.  The  question  resolves  itself  into  the  re^ 
spective  privileges   which  Americans  and   English  possess  at 


J 


SELECT  COMMITTRE  oftiii  IIOUSR  OF  COMMONS.  Ifl^l 

Canton ;  and  in  order  Co  show  that  the  Companj  have  noi  been    I  Mtf .  1830. 

hostile  to  the  Americans,  I  may  state  that  I  mynelf  interfered,         

with  the  aanctioh  of  our  Commitree,  in  favour  (if  an  American     •^'  ^9^^^ 
named  Ammidon^  in  1825,  and  availed  myself  of  the  knowledge  ^' 

I  bad  of  the  Chioeae  buiguaee  to  write  a  petition  for  him  to  the 
authoritiea,  oomplaining  of  me  conduct  of  the  Ilontf  merchonta. 
That  petition  was  aent  back  unopened  to  the  Amencan,  with  a 
naaaa^  to  aay,  that  no  American  could  communicate  directlv 
in  tbe  native  language  with  the  government.  The  individuals 
grievaDce  remains  to  this  day  unredressed. 

1303.  Do  not  the  Chinese  government  in  that  proclamation 
state  diat  circumstances  are  changed,  and  that  it  is  necessary  for 
tiMn  to  make  alteration  in  their  commercial  regulations  as  re- 
gaided  the  outside  merchants?— It  says  that  tlie  eight  artide$ 
are  insoficient,  and  that  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  enlarge  it  by 
the  addition  of  the  articles  stated,  prindpally  of  silk  monufao* 
tares. 

1303.  Is  it  stated  there  that  the  Hong  mcrdiants  shall  har^ 
the  priTiIeee  of  dealing  only  in  a  certain  number  of  stapla 
articles?— It  does  not  prokibU  them  from  dealing  in  other 
articles :  it  savs,  tliat  they  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
dealing  in  staple  articles. 

13M.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  list  of  *<  enumerated 
vtidcBy**  which  none  but  British  shins  can  import  into  England  ? 
—llieve  is,  I  believe,  a  regulation  or  tliat  kind. 

1305.  With  reference  to  the  estimation  in  which  the  English 
are  held  at  Canton,  have  you  ever  seen  or  heard  of  placards  in 
the  Chinese  language  being  posted  up  on  the  European  facto- 
ries, accusing  the  English  of  being  the  means  of  interrupting 
trade  between  foreigners  and  the  outside  merchants  ? — I  believe 
there  are  placards  put  up  by  the  Chinese  occasionally  against 
all  foreigners,  containing  charges  of  a  much  more  serious  de* 
acriptioo  than  that ;  but  I  have  not  heard  of  those  particular 
placaijis  to  which  the  question  refers.  Lamoooning  is  very 
oonmon  in  that  country.  They  even  placard  the  officers  of 
their  own  government. 

1306.  Have  yon  known  of  any  placards  complaining  of  the 
iotefiisnnoe  of  the  East-India  Company  ? — No ;  placards  con- 
taining  abuse  of  all  foreigners  I  have  heard  of  frequently,  but 
not  of  the  particular  placard  alluded  to. 

1307.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  proclamation  has  been 
acted  upon  in  regard  to  permitting  the  outside  merchants  to 
deal  with  foreigners?^!  believe  that  the  outside  trade  is  now 
very  much  in  the  same  state  that  it  has  always  been  at  Can* 
too.  It  was  legalised,  with  regard  to  certain  articles,  before, 
and  to  that  list  some  commodities  nave  been  since  added. 

1303.  In  your  former  evidence  you  stated  that  the  Chinese 
are  deddedly  an  anti-commercial  people ;  will  you  state  any 
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1  Mar,  laiO.  individual  instance  in  which  the  Chinese  have  retiised  intercourse 
with  foreigners  ? — They  liave  excluded  us  from  several  ports  to 
which  we  formerly  had  access.  They  liave  excluded  the  Rus- 
sians from  Can  too. 

1  *j09.  Do  you  recollect  the  date  when  we  were  excluded  ?— 
Not  exactly;  but  it  was  about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, in  consequence  of  the  conqueftt  of  the  Tartars.  The 
Tartars  became  masters  of  China,  and  were,  I  suppose,  more 
jealous  than  the  former  government^  and  accordingly  excluded 
us  from  Amoy. 

1310.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  Europeans  excluded 
themselves  from  those  ports,  to  avoid  the  exactions  made  by  the 
Chinese  authorities  ?  —  No :  1  believe  they  were  positively  ex- 
cluded by  an  act  of  the  government ;  1  bulieve  they  would  not 
be  admitted  there  now,  I  have  seen  edicts  from  the  goveminentt 
saying  that  foreign  trade  must  be  confined  to  Canton* 

131 E  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  the  extent  of  the  tea  trade 
to  England  was  at  that  timeP^It  was  very  inconsiderable,  com- 
pared with  our  present  trade. 

1312.  Are  the  Committee  then  to  understand  that  the  tea 
trade  to  England,  now  so  large,  has  grown  up  since  Europeans 
w^ere  excluded  from  Amoy?— Certainly, 

ISIS.  Is  not  that  new  trade  beneficial  to  the  people  of  China? 
— It  would  be  more  beneficial  (because  I  conceive  it  would  be 
larger)  if  it  were  nearer  to  the  centre  of  the  empire.  That  very 
great  accession  to  the  prices  of  tea*  which  arises  from  the 
Jong  I  and -carriage,  would  be  avoided,  if  the  trade  were  nearer 
the  tea  provinces. 

13 14".  Must  not  so  large  a  trade  be  beneficial  to  the  country  ? 
-^It  cannot  but  be  beneficial,  as  tar  as  it  goes. 

1315.  If  the  trade  is  heneficialt  on  w*hat  grounds  do  you  sup- 
pose the  govern uient  to  be  decidedly  hostile  to  increase  that 
trade  ?—  Because  it  is  decidedly  hostile  to  foreign  intercourse. 
The  institutions  of  the  country  are  built  on  the  nmxims  of  their 
great  philosoper,  Confucius ;  and  it  was  a  leading  precept  of 
his  to  avoid  intercourse  with  foreigners— "  to  despise  foreign 
commodities  ;*  those  are  his  wordg.  The  sacred  books  of  the 
Chinese  are  dificrent  from  the  sacred  books  of  most  other  coun* 
tries ;  they  are  not  so  much  religious  books,  as  treatises  on 
ethics  and  on  goveniment ;  and  as  long  as  the  Chinese  venerate 
those  books,  so  long  will  the  institutions  built  upon  those  books 
remain  more  or  less  unchanged. 

1316.  Does  the  veneration  of  the  Chinese,  whatever  may  be 
its  appearance  practical ly»  prevent  them  from  carrying  on  a 
foreign  trade  ? — Principles  of  government  that  are  absolutely 
preposterous  in  themfielves,  and  contrary  to  the  dispositions  of 
human  nature,  must  in  fact  render  themselves  futile  to  a  certain 
extent ;  and  to  that  extent  the  foreign  trade  prevails  in  China. 
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1917*  Ate  you  aware  Ibat  the  port  diargcton  vettdagoif^  I  tf^r.  laaa 
[iaAaiojr  are  nuicfi   h^gliflr  than  titate  on  vaaadi  trading  to        *— 

i  taking  lh«  Chtneie  junks  ? — I  ihotiM  ihmk  there    ^  ^  ^*^* 
majfimra  between  native  veaaela ;  all  the  eaUortion  and  tlic         ^^' 
ij  b  chiefly  to  regard  to  foreigner!* 

1318.  iru  should  be  the  faict  tliat  t}ie  port  c-hargea  at  Anioy 

r  CMiWMJimU  arc  higher  than  lh«  pott  charm  at  CaiiliMi» 

aot  iBBt  in  some  wiaaiore  aoeouni  for  the  oaatailoo  of 

to  thai  port? — I  realty  cannot   speak  to  the  dlAereiioe  of 

on  native  ireaseli. 

15 19*  Can  you  speak  as  to  the  difference  of  charge  which  may 
;  at  Aaoy  and  at  Canton  wtUi  respect  to  foreign  Yoaaeia? — 
raoly  apeak  from  Uie  trudc  at  Aniov  having  beeii  afaendcNSed 
iragn  veaaela  in  conaequeoce  of  those  charges ;  but  they 
not  an  much  diargea  reoogntaed  b^  anv  law  of  the  couotry» 
Bta  of  extortion  on  the  part  or  the  Mandarins. 

Wliea  yon  talk  of  the  exorbitancy  of  the  charges,  do 

n  aniy  cxceat  of  charge  at   Amoy  as  compared  with 

» ? — I  should  Judge,  from  the  result,   that  were  higher  at 

Were  not  the  Spaniards  the  onl^  nation  ibat  hid  the 
of  trading  to  Amoy  ?^ All  foragoers  poiaearei  that 

^S2.  Did  not  the  Spaniarda  continue  to  have  that  right  later 
any  other  tuition  f''-They  had  the  nominal  privilege  :  but 
eraa rendered  nugatory  by  the  obstacles  they  experi^iced. 

1323.  How  lately  liave  they  abandoned  It  ?— Within  the  laat 

ly  years  one  attempt  waB  madr%  which  proved  unsucccssfuL 

ly,   tliat  all  llie  ports  o(  China  are  vutuatiy  as  com- 

ly  shut  to  Europeans  as  the  ports  of  Japan,  with  the  excep- 

of  the  Dutch. 

1324«  Do  vou  conceive  the  port  of  Amoy  to  be  shut  to  aU 

ftaseii  ? — Certainly. 

.  Aa  fSbit  tredtng  intercourse  in  China  of  European  sub- 

la  iaereaaed,  cfoes  it  not  show  that  the  an ti* commercial 

r  eaawwFhat  diminiibed  ?^t  should  sa^,  that  it  was  the 

of  die  tniereata  of  individuals  against  a  preposterous 

1320.  Does  not  that  interest  answer  the  same  end  ? — It  mmt 
ccfcedt  lo  a  certain  extent,  by   the  spirit  and  conduct  of 
i  goeenuneni*     The  trade  would  be  infmitdy  greater,  if  we 
coaaa  to  several  ports  of  ifie  empire. 
1327.  You   have  stated   that   the   Clunese  government  are 
r  of  the  advantage  of  the  great  trade  with  Canton  ? — I  can- 
I  say  chat  they  ever  expreutd  thcnuelve*  w,  but  very  much 
idl  the  revene :  it  may  be  inferred  tlwt  iht^  value  it,  to  the 
mA  of  the  revenue  which  they  derive  from  it,  and  which  ts 
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I  Mar.  1830.  very  inconsiderable  in  proportion  to  the  revenues  of  the  empire. 
•  ^T^  .  Tliey  would  value  it  less,  as  they  lost  this  revenue  by  the  growth 
^    ijr^'    of  smuggling. 

1328.  What  is  the  amount  of  revenue  remitted  annually  by 
the  Hong  ?— I  have  heard  it  stated  at  2,000,000  of  tales  ;  but 
that  is  a  trifling  sum. 

1329.  Is  not  that  about  £650,000  a  year  ?— It  is. 

1330.  Does  not  that  amount  include  the  port  charges  of  the 
port  of  Canton  ?  -  I  should  think  it  does  ;  that,  on  whatever 
grounds  it  is  calculated,  it  includes  every  source  of  profit  to  the 
government. 

*  1331.  Are  there  any  local  charges  upon  the  trade  at  Canton, 
independently  of  the  government  duties  ? — I  should  think  that 
the  heaviest  charge  on  the  foreign  trade  at  Canton  was  in  the 
shape  of  extortion  ;  much  heavier  than  what  finds  its  way  to  the 
coffers  of  the  Emperor^ 

1332.  Independently  of  extortion,  is  there  any  portion  of  the 
charges  upon  the  trade  which  is  locally  appropriated  at  Canton  ? 
— There  is  a  charge  called  the  consoo  charge,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  corporation  of  Hong  merchants. 

1333.  Have  you  ever  seen  in  the  Canton  Register,  that  the 
Hoppo,  or  treasurer  of  the  place,  is  stated  to  have  remitted  an- 
nually to  Pekin  between  1,900,000  and  2,000,000  of  tales?—: 
I  may  have  seen  it,  but  I  should  not  found  an  opinion  on  anj , 
thing  that  I  saw  in  the  Canton  Register :  it  is  not  a  work  o( 
sufficient  authority.  \ 

1334*  Are  you  aware  whether  the  revenue  remitted  is  merely 
the  revenue  on  imports,  or  does  it  comprise  the  transit  duties 
also?— It  must  include  the  revenue  of  exports  also;  for  the 
Chinese  charge  a  tax  of  Sd.  a  pound  on  the  shipment  of  teas  at 
Canton. 

1335.  Are  vou  aware  whether  the  Chinese  levy  at  Canton 
any  duties  in  kind? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  duties  at  pre- 
sent. There  are  a  few  clocks  and  watcnes,  and  such  tlungSy 
which  are  annually  sent  up  to  the  Emperor. 

1336.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  port  charges  go  to  the 
Hoppo,  as  his  private  perquisite  ? — No  ;  there  is  a  proportion  of 
about  one- halt  w*hich  goes  to  the  Hoppo:  the  oUier  ought  ta 
find  its  way  to  the  Emperor. 

1337.  In  your  former  evidence  you  stated  that  the  go/vertk^ 
roent  of  China  is  as  independent  of  foreign  trade  as  that  of  any 
country  in  the  world :  how  do  you  reconcile  that  with  tfa« 
statement  afterwards  given,  that  in  1814,  when  the  English 
supercargoes  suspended  the  foreign  trade  for  six  months,  the 
government  were  so  much  affected,  that  they  yielded  to  thq 
terms  dictated  by  the  East -India  Company  ? — I  do  not  think 
Uiat  goes  to  contradict  my  former  as^rtion,  **  tliat  it  is  a&  in- 
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dependent  at  anj  goTernment  in  the  world,**  though  it  was    I  Mw.ltMw 

thought  proper  in  that  case,  by  the  local  authorities  ot  Canton,         

to  continue  thia  trade  with  foreigners.     The  English  were  (at    *''  ^^^^ 
that  moment  of  war)  the  only  traders  at  Canton  ;  and  if  they 
had  been  excluded  all  trade  must  have  ceased. 

1338.  Have  you  ever  heard  what  pro[>ortion  o(  the  population 
are  maintained  in  growing  teas  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  that.  We 
do  not  know  what  their  whole  population  is,  nor,  accordingly! 
any  fractional  part  of  it ;  our  sources  of  information  are  so  un« 
satisfactory.  Even  their  own  books  seem  most  contradictory, 
and  to  be  founded  on  no  grounds  tliat  can  be  relied  on. 

1339.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Chinese  government,  so 
bog  eatablished,  have  no  statistical  tables  or  estimates,  acces«ibKe 
to  foreigners,  of  the  population  of  different  districts  ? — 1  have 
seen  one  of  those  accounts,  in  which  the  population  is  made  to 
be  about  250,000,000  ;  but  1  do  not  attach  a  great  deal  of  faith 
to  the  correctness  of  it. 

1340.  Are  you  to  be  understood  to  state,  that  the  provinces 
of  Folden  and  Kiangnan  are  principally  employed  in  rearing 
tea? — Fokien,  Kiangnan,  Tchekiang,  and  Kiangsce. 

1341.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  China,  is  not  it  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  lower  classes  to  live  ?  Is  not  tliere  a  great  com- 
petition for  labour  ? — 1  do  not  think  there  is  much  more  abie€t« 
laiifrahle  poverty  there,  than  in  many  other  countries  uf  the 
world  :  I  am  sorry  to  say,  than  in  our  own  :  I  mean  in  pro|X)r« 
tioo  to  the  population. 

1342.  Are  not  wages  low  in  China  generally  ?—VV*ages  are 
kiw,  but  the  wonts  of  the  people  are  rendered  comparatively  few 
by  the  superiority  of  their  climate:  they  are  more  inde|)cndent 
of  dothing,  and  lodging,  and  fire,  than  the  inhabitants  of  colder 
countries. 

1343.  Has  it  not  come  to  your  knowledge,  that  tliere  have 
been  frequent  rebellions  and  disturbances  in  different  provincea 
IB  China?  — From  famines. 

1344.  What  would  be  the  effect,  in  your  opinion,  on  a  dense 
popuhaion  like  that  of  China,  if  tlie  foreign  trade,  admitted  by 
the  statements  to  be  so  large,  was  suspended.  Would  it  not  add 
▼ery  much  to  the  distress  existing  there  ?— It  might  to  the  local 
distress  oi  Canton,  but  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  felt  out  of  the 
prorince  of  Canton ;  except,  perlmps,  in  the  tea  districts. 

1345.  Are  not  those  tea  districts  extensive,  and  their  popu* 
laticn  numerous  ? — Tliey  must  be  large,  judj^ing  from  the  quan- 
tity of  tea  which  we  export,  and  which  is  known. 

1346.  Do  you  not  consider  that  very  serious  evils  affecting  the 
government  would  arise  if  tlieir  foreign  trade  was  put  ww  end 
to?*-!  am  not  aware  that  any  evils  arose  in  those  ports  from 
whif^i  we  have  been  already  excluded. 

1347.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  tliere  was  a  proportionate 
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increase  of  export  from  Canton,  when  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
trade  took  place  in  other  ports  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  spoke  with  refer- 
ence to  the  local  evils :  not  the  general  effect  upon  the  empire, 
but  the  local  evils  su^ered  at  those  points  from  which  the  foreign 
trade  was  abstracted* 

IS48,  If  the  produce  oC  those  ports  found  its  way  to  Canton, 
would  not  the  local  inconvenience  be  limited  to  the  inconvenience 
which  might  be  sustained  at  the  other  ports  ? — -The  local  in- 
convenience would  be  local  to  tho&e  places  from  which  it  wat 
taken. 

134-9*  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  tea  province  of  Kiangnan 
is  by  far  the  largest  and  most  populous  province  in  China? — ^It 
was  so  long  before  the  foreign  trade  ever  readied  China ;  it  is  a 
matter  of  ancient  history  that  it  always  has  been  so, 

1350,  Has  not  the  old  tea  trade,  as  an  export,  grown  up  since 
tiie  time  when  it  was  excluded  from  the  other  ports,  and  must 
not  circumstances  be  very  much  changed  since  that  time  ?— 
That  is  a  matter  upon  which  1  cannot  speak  from  positive  know- 
ledge. The  export  of  tea  has  grown  up  since  that  time  ;  but 
in  wiiat  proportion  it  has  added  to  the  population  of  those  pro- 
vinces, I  cannot  state. 

1351,  You  are  aware  that  the  trade  of  50.000,000  or 
60,000,000  of  people  in  Bengal  is  confined  to  the  port  of  Cal- 
cutta* Would  not  the  closing  of  the  trade  of  Calcutta  affect 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country? — 1  should  think  that,  as 
we  are  masters  of  the  country,  our  imports  into  India  spread 
more  uniformly  over  those  dominions  than  they  do  m  China^ 
where  they  are  restricted  to  Canton.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
barely  one- ninth  of  our  imports  is  consumed  in  the  north  of 
China,  on  account  of  the  distance, 

1352,  The  question  refers  to  exports  from  China  ?^ — I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  inconvenience  would  be  chie%  local.  The  in- 
fluence of  foreign  trade  does  not  extend  very  far  inland  from 
Canton.  I  have  had  reason  to  form  that  opinion  from  what  we 
saw  in  the  embassy. 

1S53,  What  is  the  population  of  Canton  by  the  nearest  esti- 
mate you  have  heard  ? — ^There  are  no  sources  from  which  I  can 
give  correct  information. 

1354.  Have  you  never  heard  that  the  population  h'ving 
actually  in  boats  on  the  Canton  river  amount  to  nearly  1,000  000 
of  people  ? — I  can  only  say  I  do  not  believe  one  word  of  that 
assertion  ;  it  Js  an  outrageous  estimate.  Forming  an  opinion 
from  what  one  sees,  I  should  compare  it  wiili  the  river  at 
London,,  and  should  say  it  was  not  any  thing  like  so  much. 

1355.  What  do  you  suppose  the  populo lion  to  be  of  the  city 
of  Canton  and  the  suburbs? — I  should  think  it  cannot  be  a 
fourth  or  a  fifth  of  that  of  London. 

1356.  Do  you  mean  that^  according  to  the  best  eistimatc  you 
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Aft  mnDher  of  fmwm%  Vmn^  by  occttpalioni  on  the  i  Mm,  IMH 

mtem  k  not  giiiln  thai)  it  it  upon  ihe  rtver  Tluuiiet  ?        

►  Ifalt.il  it  not  fO  griBl  w  tli«  numbcrr  upon  the  rit  er  llimroei  '^^  ^  ^^ 

^       ^         I  mmam  the  flouting  population  in  boats^  and  ihip»,  ^*^* 

1957.  Do   not  ttie  rivm  and  canali  ofCbrna  oiford  met 
I  in  csrrying  on  the  trade  to  and  fnim  Canton ;  ani  art 
I  nidfrMluiilt  to  ecnploynl  mm  indu«trioii«  and  entcfprisiiig 
I  GMi  Ike  ?*— With  all  that  hai  been  done,  the  tadlitin  are 
i  very  inferior  state  to  what  thej  mighl  ba«     llie  riirer  which 
tha  teat  to  Canton  from  the  frontier  of  the  prof  toeei 
it  hat  to  cro«t  a  high  mountain,  is  a  mere  trout-ttreaoi 
i  mat  proportion  of  the  way ;  and  foraigtMn  of  all  daao^p- 
\  rate  bom  obttgt*d  to  wart  at  Canton  for  month«  on  account 
not  being  enough  water  in  that  river  to  float  ihe  veaaeit 
[  briag  the  teaa. 

Would   you  coniidrr  thone  individual  who  carry  on 
communication  roort*  cfimmrrcml  than  the  populatioo  of 
I  f — The  Chineae,    If  \tf\  by  their  rulcn  to  themaelfei* 
perliapa  be  the  mail  tQilastriou*  and  commercial  peopte 
wottto* 
ISMl  Aft  Aef  nolt  to  far  at  you  know,  tlie  mont  commer- 
people  to  the  whole  of  the  Eatt  ?  — Except  the  Arabt,  per- 
a ;  iMjr  do  not  navigate  to  far  ai  the  Arabi  do. 

Will  vou  have  the  goodnett  to  explain  how  you  rrcon- 

I  you  fuive  ju«t  ttatcd  with  the  aniwer  ^ou  gave  in  your 

nation,  thot  thr  character  of  the  Chineio  was  that  of 

' antt^commtTciiil  people P^l  am  ipeaktng  now  with 

to   their  iHirruai  commerce,   the   very  circamttaAoa 

makeft  them  to   imlcpcndrnt  of  estrrnni  or Jartigm 

In  my  former  answer^  i  was  spctiking  of  foreign  < 

I,  Can  you  form  any  estimate  of  the  cjuaotity  of  tea  r«* 

for  homo  contumption  in  China^  as  compared  with  tha 

ai^MMted?— No  ;  it  muit  bear  a  certain  proportion  to 

latiao  ;  but  the  qttantity  of  tea  ctmsumed  by  the  Chinese 

h  very  imall.     *VhQy  economiie  the  use  of  it  wonder- 

An  ordinary  Chinese  puts  hit  tea  leaves  into  the  tea-pot 

r  moraiiig,  and  they  last  him  tlirough  tha  day*    The  dnnk 

rai  by  a  contrivance  which  ibrai  a  atnitum  of  non- 

;  air  between  the  two  vessels  thai  conCaio  it. 

If6&  b  there  no  means  of  formiog  an  idea  of  what  is  the 
n  which  ii  exported  as  ooiBpafad  with  that  which  is  re- 
;<* — The  proportum  could  only  be  ascertained  bv  positive 
as  to  the  whole  quantity  produced  i  but  that  infor- 
oever  been  obtained. 


Have  you  na  tnlbrmationf  however  general  m  however 
t?— Nooa  whatever,  as  to  the  qumuity  that  is  produced; 
iOB  ia  tary  eatv.  but  proof  ii  nut  equiilly  no, 


1  Mnr.  1630. 
J,  S.  Davis, 
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1364.  Are  you  aware  that  tlie  Englieli  and  Americans  Iiave 
exported  exceeding  40,000,000  of  pounds  of  tea  ?— The  Com- 
pany have  exported  about  30,000,000,  and  the  Americans  about 
8,000,000  by  the  Jast  account. 

1365.  Taking  the  rest  of  Europe,  is  it  not  altogether  within 
40,000^000? — The  con.somption  of  Russia  is  stated  at  about 
5,000,000,  the  consumption  of  the  continent  of  Europe  is  not 
quite  5,000^000,  and  the  consumption  of  the  whole  civihzed 
world,  besides  England,  is  about  2:!ij000j000,  while  the  con* 
sumption  of  England  is  about  30,000,000. 

1366.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  estimate  of  what  quantity  is 
used  for  internal  consumption  in  China  ? — I  have  never  heard 
any  information  on  the  subject  that  I  can  rely  upon* 

1367.  Is  the  tea  exported  to  Kussia  raised  in  the  southern 
provinces  from  which  we  obtain  our  tea? — It  is,  1  beheve,  raided 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  empire* 

1368.  Do  yoo  know  where?—  I  am  not  very  certain  as  to  the 
locality-  It  is  a  dilfereut  species  of  tea  from  what  we  use,  and 
that  is  the  best  proof  of  the  dtfttrence  of  the  locality. 

1369.  Is  there  any  quantity  grown  in  the  western  provinces  ? — 
Not  in  the  western.  It  h  grown  on  the  line  of  sea-coast  on  the 
eastern  side. 

1370.  Are  you  aware  that  when  tea  has  been  exported  and 
turns  out  bad,  if  the  chest  is  relurned  two  are  given  for  one  ? — 
That  may  have  happened  in  individual  cases,  and  in  the  instance 
of  I  he  merchant  Howtjua,  who  is  known  for  his  liberality  and  Ills 
wealth ;  but  1  doubt  it  altogether  us  a  gcnend  fact* 

137  L  Is  it  not  a  general  thing  on  the  part  of  the  Company? 
—  It  is  a  different  operation  in  the  case  of  the  Company  ;  the 
Company  debit  the  merchants  in  their  hooks.  As  an  insulated 
act  of  voluntary  and  spontaneous  generosity,  it  may  be  inlelli* 
gihle  on  the  part  of  a  rich  Hong  merchant  like  Howqua  ;  but 
the  Company  could  hardly  venture  to  do  such  a  thing  on  tlieir 
own  part  as  to  exact  double  the  amount  of  idt  losses. 

1372.  Have  you  heard  of  the  Hong  merchants  doing  that  to 
the  Americans  and  private  traders? — I  have  heard  of  cases  in 
which  Hong  merchants  have  refused  to  make  arti/  remuneration ; 
it  has  always  been  an  act  of  sj>ontaneous  good  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  Hong  merchanl  that  did  it. 

1373.  Are  you  not  aware  of  instances  where  that  1ms  been  . 
done? — I  am  aware  of  a  great  number   of  instances  where  it 
lias  been  declined* 

1374.  Can  you  state  any  instance  ?^ — I  know  an  instance  in 
which  a  Hong  merchant  made  it  part  of  his  i^tipidation  that  h6 
iihoukl  not  be  obhged  to  make  good  the  loss  of  the  teii  that  was 
returned. 

i:i75.  From  sucli  stipulation   would  you  not  infer  ihiit  the 
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contrary  pracdoe  had  been  the  general  rule  ?  -  All  my  informa-  I  Mar.  leat. 

tkm  goes  to  pitnre,  that  it  hat  ao^  been  tlie  general  rule ;  that         

mott  of  the  individualf  that  ha^  been  applied  to  have  refuted,  *''  ^'  ^*^* 
and  that  the  generality  of  the  rule  haa  been  in  the  other  direc-         ^' 
tion. 

1376.  On  what  ground,  then,  do  you  suppose  that  previous 
stipulation  could  have  been  made  ? — It  was  a  mode  wlMch  that 
individual  adopted  to  save  himself  from  unpleasant  applications* 
which  he  was  determined  to  refuse. 

1377.  You  have  stated  you  consider  the  heavy  duties  on 
foreign  manufacture  as  a  proof  that  the  neojile  arc  anti-commer- 
cial, and  wish  to  check  the  trade  with  foreigners  ? — It  is  partly 
sproof  of  that,  and  partly  a  proof  of  the  greediness  of  the 
Chineae  government. 

1378.  Can  you  state  the  highest  rate  of  duty  laid  on  any 
manufacture?— I  cannot  call  the  highest  rate  to  mind  at  this 


1379.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons   why  you  consider  the 
Chinese  government  averse  to  foreign  trade  r— It  is  one  of  the 


1380.  If  you  were  shown  that  England  lays  twice  as  much 
doty  on  foreign  manufactures,  would  you  conclude  that  England 
if  an  anti-conimerdal  country  ?-*The  fact  would  go  generally, 
and  in  the  abstract,  to  sanction  the  inference. 

1381.  You  have  stated  that  the  Company  derive  great  advan- 
tage from  their  superior  class  of  shipping;  are  you  aware  of  the 
dindvantage  the  Company  have  in  regard  to  tlie  rate  of  freight  ? 
— That  is  the  price  which  they  pay  for  the  advantages. 

1382.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company  are  paving  from  £26 
to  £27  per  ton,  whilst  tea  can  be  imported  for  £9  or  £10  per 
ton  in  other  ships  ? — 1  believe  that  the  average  payment  for 
toon^e,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  is  not  so  high  as  that 
stated  in  the  question. 

1383.  Are  you  aware  what  the  average  freight  at  present  is 
in  the  Company's  regular  ships  ?  —  I  know  it  has  fallen  50  per 
cent,  aince  the  war;  but  I  cannot  speak  to  the  present  amount. 

1384.  Are  you  aware  what  the  difference  of  freight  to  the 
Company  would  be  on  the  28,000  tons,  beyond  what  any  other 
individuals  could  bring  the  tea  to  England  for?~I  cannot 
answer  that  exactly.  If  it  was  deemed  advisable,  I  consider  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  might  obli};e  the  Company  to  go  into  the 
■arket  for  their  tonnage  like  other  merchants. 

1385.  You  have  stated  as  another  advantage  of  the  Com- 
pany's large  ships,  that  they  are  better  adapted  for  the  stowage  of 
teas;  can  you  state,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  a  500  ton 
rfup.  carrying  tea  to  Canada,  or  bringing  tea  to  Kngland,  has 
broaght  the  tea  in  a  worse  condition  than  that  which  is  brought 
in  the  larger  ships  ?*The  standard  of  teas  that  wa  send  to  tha 
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North  American  colonies  is  inferior  to  the  standiird  imported 
into  Great  Britain.  I  can  «peak  to  the  fact  of  one  ship,  the 
Bark  worth,  having  deli  ve  reel  her  cargo  in  a  most  deplorable 
condition,  and  entailing  most  fierious  loss. 

1386.  Can  you  state  the  circumstances  of  that  case  ?  It 
arose  from  her  general  condition  as  a  ship.  I  believe  that  in 
most  cases  the  cargoes  are  turned  out  in  a  worse  condition  from 
ships  of  that  description  than  from  ihe  Company's  regular 
ships. 

1387*  You  know  that  a  small  ship  does  not  carry  so  much  in 
proportion  as  a  large  ship? — I  am  aware  of  that  irom  personal 
knowledge. 

1388.  Since  you  have  been  at  Canton,  have  not  the  country 
traders  had  some  very  large  ships,  of  1000  or  1200  tons  ? — Not 
of  that  last  capacity.  I  have  heard  of  their  having  a  few  large 
ships  lately  :  but  the  American  ton  is  less  than  ours. 

1389.  Are  you  aware  that  practically,  as  their  old  ships  wear 
out  in  India,  they  are  gradually  introducing  a  smaller  class  of 
shipfi,  more  approaching  the  American  ships,  for  the  whole 
of  the  country  trade  ?  -  I  am  not  aware  of  that, 

1390.  Are  you  aware  that  the  ships  that  now  visit  China  from 
lodia  are  smaller  tlian  they  used  to  be?— I  am  not  aware  of 
that. 

1391.  Besides  the  tea  which  comes  from  the  two  provinces 
wliich  chiefly  supply  Canton,  is  there  not  also  tea  grown  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  empire  ? — I  believe  it  is  a  product  which 
is  dependent  very  much  on  soil  and  climate,  and  that  for  that 
reason  it  is  principally  confined  to  the  provioces  which  have 
been  mentioned* 

1392.  When  you  tasted  the  tea  at  Pekin,  did  that  appear  to 
ybu  to  be  of  the  same  kind  as  the  tea  brought  to  Canton  ? — It 
KfUfi  generally  rather  different 

1393.  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  came  from  the  same  pro- 
vinces ?  - 1  have  understood  that  tea  is  grown  in  one  of  the 
north-western  provinces,  towards  the  great  wall. 

1394.  But  in  no  other  part  of  the  empire  to  any  great  extent  ? 
— Not  to  any  great  extent. 

1395.  Not  even  for  iiome-consumption  ? — To  a  certain  ex- 
tent; there  is  a  coarse  tea  grown  for  the  use  of  the  population 
throughout  the  empire. 

1396.  Have  you  ever  had  specimens  of  those  teas  broughi 
down  to  Canton  ? — =Yes  ;  I  have  seen  specimens,  which  I  wig 
infortned  were  of  that  coarse  description,  and  which  were  of  a 
very  inferior  character, 

1397.  You  stated  that  you  thought  that  the  tea  you  tasted 
at  Pekin  was  difTerent  from  what  you  got  at  Canton;  did  it 
appear  t^i  )ou  to  be  of  a  higher  and  nner  Savour,  or  otherwise? 
—  It  dtd  not  *iuil  our  taste :  we  thought  it  generally  inferior. 
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ISHL  Did  fm  UBdMrslaml  what  dislrici  that  emam  frmn?—    >  ^^'  IW* 
Itistliirteeii  jrwiiago;  and  if  I  ioqutrad  I  liave  forgotten  it.         j  jT^L. 

ISM.  What  do  jovt  apprdiend  to  be  about  the  aantiai  con-  j^. 

moiptioii  of  a  Chinete  wnilj  of  m  pertoni  in  tea?— It  ii  an 
eztrentely  email  quantity,  on  account  of  the  economizinff  waj 
in  whidi  they  use  it ;  not  nearij  so  much  ai  is  coniuroed  by  a 
nrfddiiig  fiunuy  in  England,  becauie  we  uie  it  in  a  more  pro- 
digal manner. 

1400.  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  population  of  erery  part  of 
the  empire  ute  tea? — I  beliere  almott  uniTortally. 

1401.  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  produce  of  the  two  pror 
irincea  winch  you  have  mentioned  it  circulated  to  every  part  of 
the  empire  ?— >I  should  think  not,  on  account  of  the  high  duties 
ea  traoait. 

140S.  Then  a  very  lar^  part  of  the  population  are  supplied 
Aroogh  tlie  growth  of  then-  own  neighbourtiood  ? — Of  the  lower 
^tttioo,  dT  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  such  a  price  aa 
t  from  dialattt  carnage* 

1405.  Are  the  finer  teas  circulated  from  the  provinces  where 
ihcT  are  gn^wn  to  the  dbtant  paru  of  the  empire  ? — I  have  no 
MM  that  any  portion  of  the  population  that  can  afford  to  pay 
kr  the  beat  tea,  mii  pay  for  the  best,  wherever  it  comes  from. 

1404b  Could  you  learn  whether  there  was  any  considerable 

1  trade  in  tea  carried  on  ?^The  mere  trade  in  the  trans- 

i  of  tea,  that  we  eive  rise  to,  is  yery  considerable ;  but  I 

speak  very  certanuy  with  regard  to  internal  matters  con- 

witk  China. 

1406.  You  sute  that  you  think  the  tea  consumed  by  the 
Chineae  ia  proportionably  small,  from  their  using  the  leavea 

rer  again ;  do  tney  not  i; 


'  and  orer  again ;  do  Uiey  not  use  it  at  all  times  of  the  day  ? 
—They  use  it  very  generally  as  a  drink  ;  they  never  drink  plain 
water,  I  believe,  if  they  can  help  it. 

1406.  Is  it  not  tlieir  lud>it  to  be  continually  drinking  it? — 
Tbej  drink  a  good  deal  of  wine  at  their  convivml  meetings,  and 
d»e  tea  is  only  introduced  as  it  is  among  us,  at  the  end. 

1407.  la  it  not  the  habit  of  those  who  have  leisure  to  be 
s^pNSg  tea  at  aloKWt  all  hours  of  the  day  ?— It  is  tlic  general 
bamage  (»f  the  country ;  in  &ct,  water  slightly  tinged  with  tea, 
I  sfaoiud  call  it.  I  speak  of  the  common  people.  It  is  used 
at  afl  hours  of  the  day :  there  is  a  vessel  which  stands  in  the 
pnadpnl  apartment  of  the  house,  and  which  is  available  to  all 
the  nunates. 

14061  Do  you  not  apprehend  from  tliat,  that  ilie  consiimption 
if  #  finally  must  be  very  considerable,  however  weak  it  is,  if  it 
mmmwmd  on  at  all  times  of  the  day  by  all  the  members  of  it? 
—Iknow  that  the  quantity  they  use  is  extremely  small.  Their 
igvatsre  expression  for  *  poverty*  is  <  weak  tea  and  insipid 
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rice/  which  means,  that  tliey  have  nolhhig  to  add  to  their  rice, 
and  that  tliey  cannot  aiford  to  drmk  their  tea  strong* 

1409.  I>t>  you  know  what  the  RucrcFs  of  the  tea-pkiiL  of  tlie 
Brazils  has  been? — An  utter  failure,  I  have  understood. 

14- 10.  In  the  passage  of  the  embassy  from  Pekin  to  Canton, 
do  you  concider  that  it  passed  through  all  the  principal  tea 
countries?— We  did  not  paps  through  Fokien  or  Tchekiang. 

141 L  In  those  provinces  wa»  the  culture  of  tea  very  uni- 
versal?—It  was  extremely  partial  where  we  passed ;  so  much 
BO,  that  h  was  rather  an  event  iu  the  embassy  to  come  across  a 
tea  plantation.  The  provinces  througli  which  we  passed  are 
less  devoted  to  the  growth  of  tea  than  those  provinces,  Fokien 
and  Tchekiang^  through  whtch  wc  did  not  pass. 

1412.  Could  any  trader  in  the  country,  in  your  opinion, 
obtain  lea  upon  better  terms  than  the  Company  ? — Certainly 
not;  it  arises  from  the  pre-election  or  first  choice  which  the 
large  capital  and  regular  trade  of  the  Company  has  always 
hitherto  secured  them. 

1413.  You  have  spoken  of  the  anti-commercial  spirit  which 
exists  in  China ;  is  that  the  spirit  of  the  government,  or  of  the 
people  ? — ^It  is  the  spirit  of  the  government,  founded  upon  those 
books  which  are  the  basis  of  their  political  institutions. 

1414.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  the  losses 
sustained  by  fire  by  American  merchants  at  Canton  have  been 
made  up  to  the  persons  suffering;  do  }ou  know  in  what  manner 
they  were  made  good,  or  out  of  what  fund? — If  they  were 
made  good  at  all,  it  was  in  a  very  few  partial  and  individual 
instances,  of  wliich  I  never  lieard,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
Consoo.  I  believe  that  the  whole  benevolence  of  the  Chinese 
government  on  the  occasion  evaporated  in  a  few  pompous  sen- 
tences ;  and  I  know  of  many  persons  who  sustained  severe  loss 
without  any  relief. 

1415.  Could  any  European  nation,  in  your  opinion,  export 
tea  from  Canton  to  Europe  at  a  lower  rate  of  freight  than  is 
paid  by  the  Eust -India  Company,  or  on  lower  terms  generally? 
— I  believe  the  evidence  has  gone  to  show  that.  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  freight  paid  by  the  D  utch  ;  but  I  believe  the  superior 
class  of  shipping  employed  by  the  Company  entails  on  them  a 
Iiigher  rate  of  freight. 

1416.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  East-India  Company  coulcl 

obtain  teas  at  a  cheaper  rate,  if  they  paid  for  them  in  dollars 
instead  of  woollens  and  other  British  manufactures,  and  be 
lliereby  enabled  to  alford  a  supply  of  teas  in  England  at  a 
cheaper  rate? — Certainly;  the  Chinese  would  sell  tea  cheaper 
for  dollars  to  us,  for  the  same  reason  that  they  do  to  Americans. 

1417.  Have  llie  Eaat-Imlia  Company  imported  any  fyrs  into 

China?— Yc5,  ihcv  have. 
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1418.  To  what  extent?— To  a  considerable  extent,  in  lome    i  Mar.  ISM. 


1419.  Have  the  Americtni  imported  fun  ? — They  hare  alio      '   ^ii^. 
imported  furs. 

1420.  To  a  large  extent  ? — To  a  considerable  extent,  which 
will  nppewr  in  the  Report  on  the  table  of  the  Committee. 

'  1421.  Ii  it  generally  tuppoted  at  Canton  that  tea  deteriorates 
fmr  mttdi  in  keeping  r— I  have  heard  tome  Chinese  say  that  it 
ii  ieUer  for  keeping,  if  properly  stopped  up. 

1422.  la  there  any  difference  in  price  between  fresh  and  old 
teas  ?^  The  Company  pay  less  for  the  old  teas  that  they  pur- 
chase thanfor  the  new.  I  cannot  speak  so  certainly  as  to 
Americana.  The  Company  pay  less,  for  this  reason,  that  they 
fle  the  teas  which  were  rejected  as  not  of  contract  quality,  and 
therefore,  being  taken  as  mferior  teas,  of  course  a  leu  price  is 
paid  for  tbem. 

142S.  la  there  any  considerable  quantity  of  ginseng  imported 
by  the  Company  to  Canton  ? — It  is  exclusively  the  produce  of 
MNDe  districts  m  North  America,  and  introduced  by  the  Ame- 
ricana, but  held  by  the  Chinese  at  a  very  low  estimation,  com* 
pared  with  what  they  themselves  procure  in  Tartary,  and  which 
a  a  mooopdy  of  the  Emperor. 

14i24.  Is  diere  any  ginseng  grown  in  any  of  the  territories 


to  the  Company?--!  am  not  aware  of  it ;  it  is  a  wild 
plant. 

1425.  You  stated  it  as  an  advantage  belonging  to  the  \a^t 
dtipa  employed  by  the  Company,  that  none  of  them  have  been 
lost ;  and  you  stated  that  the  nsk  of  insurance  was  as  nothing 
to  400 ;  are  you  aware  whether  any  o^  the  large  ships  have  been 
lost  by  shipwreck  and  fire  during  the  last  ten  years  ?->  I  confine 
my  aaserticm  to  homeward-bound  ships. 

1426.  Do  you  know  any  instance  where  an  American  ship 
homeward-bound  was  lost  during  that  time  ? — Not  to  my  know- 
leoge. 

1427.  You  have  stated  that  the  Company's  ships  are  indepen- 
dent almost  of  convoy  in  time  of  war ;  did  vou  ever  know  a 
fleet  leave  Canton  without  a  convoy  in  time  of  war  ?— My  asser- 
tioo  was  g|iven  comparatively ;  that  if  they  had  been  a  different 
dass  of  shipping  class  of  shipping,  they  would  have  required  a 
larger  convoy. 

1428.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  was  known  at  the  time  Com- 
modore Dance  left  Canton  that  war  had  been  declared,  or  not  ? 
^\  hare  heard  there  was  a  small  frigate  with  tlicm ;  but  it 
occurred  before  1  entered  the  service. 

1429.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  an  officer  of  the  navy  on 
board  Commodore  Dance's  ship  at  the  time  that  action  took 
place,  and  that  he  was  supposed  to  have  contributed  so  much 
to  the  defence  that  the  India  Company  made  him  a  present  of 
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I  Mw»  1630.  £500  and  a  aword  ?— He  could  not  have  cantributed  to  it  by 


/,  F.  Bam, 


supplying  the  guQs  and  the  men  with  which  the  ships  were  pro- 
vided; he  might  have  contributed  merely  by  his  advice^  in 
directing  those  capabilities  which  the  ships  already  pofise&ied; 
but  I  am  not  aware  as  to  the  fact  referred  to. 

1430.  Are  you  aware  what  number  of  hands  navigate  a  Com- 
pany's ship  for  every  100  tons,  and  what  number  navigate,  in 
ordinary  circumstances,  a  ship  of  400  or  500  tons  ? — J  behete 
it  is  in  some  general  proportion  of  ten  men  to  every  100  tons ; 
and  I  have  heard  that  assumed  generally  as  the  proportion  in  all 
shipping. 

143  L  Are  you  aware  that  four  men  to  100  tons  is  the  avemg^ 

complement  for  the  American  ships  and  the  shipt  in  the  private 
trade? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

1432.  You  stated  in  your  former  evidence,  that  the  tea-plant 

took  two  or  three  years  to  produce,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
tea  would  be  very  scarce? — I  stated  that  the  circumstance  of 
the  tea  plant  requiring  a  certain  time  to  come  to  maturity,  praji 
a  circumstance  which  made  it  highly  desirable  tliat  the  annual 
demand  for  teas  should  be  generally  pretty  uniform. 

1433.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  practice  of 
taking  off  buds  and  leaves  from  the  plants  brington  a  premature 
destruction  of  the  plant?  -  I  am  not  aware  of  that.  It  is  done 
priibably  at  times  and  seasons  which  are  calculated  to  obvuile 
such  an  eifect. 

1434.  You  were  understood  to  statef  that  in  consequence  of 
the  tea- pi  ant  taking  a  certain  number  of  yeai-s  to  produce,  it 
required  a  peculiar  sort  of  demand,  and  that  the  supply  would 
not  be  produced  unless  the  regular  demand  were  continued? — 
I  meant  to  state  to  this  effect,  that  tea  is  a  product  which  could 
not  be  grown  in  exact  accordance  to  a  fluctuating  anouii 
demand,  because  it  cannot  be  produced  like  a  crop  of  wheat, 
for  instance ;  and  that*  therefore,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  average 
quality  of  the  produce,  it  was  desirable  that  the  demand  should 
be  as  little  Buctuating  from  year  to  year  as  possible. 

1435*  Are  you  aware  that  coffee  and  pepper,  which  take  thrae 
or  four  years  to  produce,  bave  come  down  in  price  under  the 
varying  demand  which  has  taken  place  ? — ^I  know  nothing  about 
the  produce  of  these  articles. 

1 436 .  Yo  u  h  a  v  e  sla  t  ed  th  a  t  th  e  I  as  t  con  s  ign  m  en  t  of  woo!  lens  is 
expected  to  yield  a  profit ;  is  that  the  consignment  of  the  year 
\S2'iS,  or  182B'9?-lt  is  the  consignment  of  the  year  1828-9««t 

1437*  To  what  circumstance  do  you  consider  it  owing  that 
this  consignment  will  yield  a  profit,  whereas  for  the  last  few 
years  you  have  represented  the  woollen  trade  as  a  losing  c4>q- 
cern  ?  -It  will  arise  from  the  very  great  fall  in  the  invoice  caj€« 

1438»  Has  there  been  an}'  rise  of  price  or  any  increased  dc- 
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KMfor  iPcie)lefi«?^N<Mic  to  my  lin<nfl«dft ;  ralhtr    I  liar.  || 

I4M.  At  wlM  period  do  you  ccmiid^  tWi  ii»e  wooUeii  Mde    "^^  ^ 

1  «0  be  a  kieii^  coBOorn  ta  tljo  Cuftipeny  ? — II  wu  in  toAo 

^~  met  tlio  Amencma  mmtfrnitiim. 

Il  H>poin  by  |J»«*  |Ni|iori  kid  boTore  the  Hooie»  thtt  in 

4  lip  10  I81S  aod  IH14,  tbif  export  oi"  waolirniatoouiitcd 

too  iiieoei;  OiAt  in  the  yt^er  J«iU  they  had  f«Iloii  lo 

BMIQO  pieoef;    and   Utal    in    1827   they   antounlcd    onlv  to 

12S,MQ  pieces;  will  you  explain  what  you  C€iti«ider  to  haro 

llie  catiae  of  that  decline  'f — The  Company  before  endured 

loaa,  and  a  Ion  which  they  did  not  feel  justified  in 

lo  endure. 


14il*  Do  yoy  iiiia|ifie  tliat  wlton  the  Amerieaoi  anctred  iato 
lea  trade,  aJid,  at  you  «ay.  drove  the  Cotnpeny  fmm  the 
their  competition,  that  they  nustaincd  a  Iom  ? — I  in* 
I  that  tliey  made  use  of  the  wootleott  merely  an  a  rtroil* 
frotD  Liverpool  ;  that  dirtft  from  America  they  preferred 
J  doBarg*     I  have  underttood,  that  from  the  circumstance 
tthe  Americiin  poru  being  to  the  leeward  of  the  trade  wind*  a 
•a  AS  long  going  direct  from  America,  as  by  touching  finl 
>\ ;  and  accordingly  they  found  it  confenienft  Debif 
»lt  lo  take  woollens  (though  they  might  lose  by  them 
MMi  esieDl)  aa  a  rcmiltanoe* 

2.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  Amcrrrans  did  \n%e  by  the 
t  ef  weoileni  to  China  ?— ^1  have  heard  tliat  tiiey  have  k)»t 
wltEt  Vticles  of  wooUeni.     I  belie  ire  the  American  im* 
mi  wooUent  into  (Jsnton  haa  never  reached  ane* fourth 
I  Company's  importation.     1  was  aalied  je  my  last  evidence 
r,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  the  Americans  made  twenty 
per  cetit*  on  some  articles  of  importation  on  which  the 
J  loat,  it  did  not  go  to  shew  that  they  had  some  superior 
r  introducing  the  goods :  now,  I  believe,  thnt  they  have 
gencnUy  made  any  iuch  profits ;  and  I  should  say,  that  it 
epucnidlcted  by  the  fact  of  their  not  having  increased  their 
Htftdona.     If  they  had  made  t«  ent^  or  thirty  per  cent., 
*  #eald  llave  tncrc«sed  their  importations  ;  and  1  inferi  from 
AM  hftflttg  memitd  them,  that  tbeie  large  profits  were 
mif  m  e  fery  ^m  ttidividual  loeOMeeit  and  that  where 
mer  tnede»  it  was  by  evading  the  poft  charg ef* 

(S.  Did  you  never  hear  that  the  losses  on  the  American 
were  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  return  voyages  to 
I?— Yci;  because  the  proportion  of  specie  which  the 
re  introduced  at  Canton  has  ^bt>en  over «v helming 
apeied  arlth  the  amount  of  their  woollen  im^mrtations ; 
i  te  ptvportion  of  five  or  six  to  one. 

The  question  refers  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  Ameri* 
Liverpool  tiJ  Canton,  and  beck  to  America ;  did  you 
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never  hear  that  the  losses  iocurred  upon  those  voyages  fell  a(« 
moiit  entirely  upon  the  return  cargo  ?»I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

1445.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  Company's  invest- 
ment iu  ivooUens,  which  you  say  is  now  profitable  ? — The  re- 
turns shew  it  to  be  about  €800,000, 

1446.  Do  you  consider  that,  at  the  present  prices  of  woollens 
in  England,  the  importation  of  woollens  into  China  is  likely  to 
be  profitable  ? — 1  understand  that  the  last  importation  of  the 
Company  will  yield  a  prodt  upon  the  whoicy  m  consequence  of 
the  invoice  price  being  lower  in  England* 

1447.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  has  been,  recently*  any 
increased  demand  in  China  for  cotton-yarns  ? — I  am  not  aware 
of  It.  My  experience  goes  to  prove  the  importation  of  cotton- 
yarn  to  have  been  unsuccessful  ;  but  I  have  not  been  in  Cliina 
since  the  latter  end  of  18^8* 

1448.  Have  you  seen  an  article  in  tlie  Canton  Register  of 
the  3il  December  1828,  stating  that  there  has  been  a  great  rise 
in  the  demand  for  cotton-yarns,  and  particularly  from  a  new 
quarter,  from  the  northern  provinces  of  China  ? — I  do  not  re- 
member having  seen  that. 

1449.  Should  you  con^iidcr  that  the  Canton  Register  is  autho- 
rity upon  these  commercial  subjects? — To  a  certain  extent  it  i«- 

1450.  Is  it  as  good  an  authority  as  price -currents  generally 
are? — Possibly  it  may  be. 

1451.  You  stated  that  one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  can- 
sumption  of  woollen  goods  in  China  waSi  the  distance  and  the 
expense  of  transit? — Their  being  suited  to  the  consumption  of 
the  northern  provinces,  to  which  we  have  no  access, 

1452.  Can  you  state  the  mode  in  which  the  woollens  of 
Saxony  are  introduced  into  China?— I  have  heard  of  some 
small  quantity  of  Briihh  woollens  being  imported  through 
Russia^  but  I  am  not  sure  of  it. 

1453*  Have  you  heard  that  a  large  quantity  of  Saxony  wool* 
lens  arc  imported  through  Russia  ? — No,  1  am  not  aware  of  that* 

1454.  If  that  should  prove  to  be  the  fact i  is  not  the  transit 
by  that  mode  infinitely  more  expensive*  and  longer  in  point  of 
duration,  than  any  internal  transporting  which  can  interfere,  on 
the  ground  of  expense,  with  the  consumption  of  British  w^ooU 
lens  imported  into  Canton? — The  demand  must  be  greater  in 
the  cold  provinces  for  such  commodities* 

1435.  Taking  the  place  of  consumption  to  be  the  northern 
and  I  he  colder  provinces  of  the  empire,  is  not  the  transport 
from  Russia  over- land  infinitely  more  expensive  and  more  dis- 
tant than  the  mode  of  communication  which  w*e  have  by 
Canton? — No;  I  am  not  aware  of  there  being  those  heavy 
transit  duties  levied  in  that  direction  that  are  levied  through 
ihjt  provinces  of  China* 
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MM.  Do  jM  caiioBm  thm  the  traiiit  doif  ffon  CMifon  M   I  Mtc  wso. 

tte  iidilbeim  |iiofi»€<i  voiild  bt  mgcitiit  to  eounteitalaiice        

iho  whoki  wMtt  of tiio»  mad^tkm  wpeoae  of  i«nd<«iriage  octom  "^^  ^-^m^^ 
Iht  MrtiMiit  of  Amo?u^  thiok  it  pMiMe;  ImI  Uie  wbok         ^' 
SWMtioB  10  tpocnloltve,  and  owuiot  cosilj  be  brought  to  a  coU 

1457.  There  b  a  letter  of  the  tnpercatvoet,  refinred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  Conmittee  in  1821,  in  which  they  tUte  that 
the  American  trade  in  woollens  was  interfering  very  inudi  with 
die  Coomny'a  trade:  hat  it  of  late  years  interfered  much  ?— -I 
belioTe  tliat  they  hare  interfered  more  or  lets;  but  the  Ameri- 
can trade  in  woollens  hat  not  increased  lately. 

145a.  Do  you  beliere  it  hat  made  the  trade  of  the  Company 
more  lotin^?  —It  entailed  a  fall  in  the  price  o€  our  woollens,  and 
ils  dc putting  effect  must  hate  eoatinued. 


1459.  Yoo  state  that  the  quantity  of  woollens  imported  by 
Americana  bat  not  increased ;  have  you  any  knowledge  on  that 
adiject? — My  knowledge  is  partly  derived  from  the  printed 
report,  and  from  the  latest  return  or  the  trade  at  Canton,  which 
■akea  the  whole  exporu  and  tha  whole  importt,  emA  of  them, 
mly  about  6^500,000  doUara. 

1460.  Too  took  your  information,  then,  from  the  papert 
vfaich  have  been  laid  before  Parliament? — And  fhim  papers 
ahicli  I  obtained  from  the  India-House— ^he  latett  return  from 
CaalDn. 

1461.  lyo  you  know  the  ouantity  &f  hardware  imported 
nto  Cmton  ij  the  Company  f — They  made  an  attempt,  some 
jean  ago,  to  mtroduce  cutlery  and  hardware :  but  the  articles 
were  untuited  to  Chinese  use  :  they  did  not  know  what  to  do 
with  them. 

1462.  With  req>ect  to  iron,  cast  and  wrought,  is  there  much 
baportadon  of  that  mto  China  ?~We  send  about  1,800  tons  of 
won  per  annum. 

146S.  Is  that  a  profitable  investment? — Yes;  it  cenerally 
jieldt  a  araall  profit :  there  is  a  duty  charged  by  the  Chinese  of 
^boot  5f .  IM.  a  cwt.  on  iron. 

1464.  Is  there  an^  demand  for  quicksilver?— A  very  limited 
demand.  I  believe  it  is  partly  introduced  by  the  officers  of  the 
CotDpanj's  thipt. 

1465.  Did  not  the  Auttriant  endeavour  to  establith  a  trade 
with  China  ?— I  have  not  seen  an  Austrian  ship  there,  I  belteve» 
nnee  my  residence  in  the  country. 

1466.  In  your  former  examination  you  suted  that  the  country 
tnde  had  derived  very  important  advantage  and  assisunce  from 
die  Company's  Factory,  inasmuch  as  when  there  was  an  attack 
mide  bj  the  Chinese  upon  the  privileges  and  trade  of  foreigners 
geaertny,  in  the  rear  1814,  tm  Comnany  then  mtde  a  stand, 
hjr  whidi  they  gamed  advantages  which  necessarily  exunMi 
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1  Mar.  1890.    to  the  country  trade ;  are  nol  you  aware  that  the  merchants 
"~",      of  India}  on  that  occasion,  remonstrated  with  the  East-India 
*    Emo*'    Company,  and  claimed  andemiilty  for  the  heavy  losses  which 
^*         they  had  sustained  by  the  interference  of  the  Select  Com* 
mittee  with  their  trade  upon  that  occasion  ? — The  Company 
lost  too ;  byt  they  considered  that  the  objectB  which  they  were 
contending  for  were  more  than  a  counterbalance  for  the  tem- 
porary inconvenience,     1    am   aware    that  the   country  ships 
suffered  by  the  detention  ;  and  I  am  aware,  also,  that  the  Bom- 
bay merchants  applied  to  the  Government  in  England  for  redress, 
and  that  their  application  was  rejected. 

1467.  Do  the  Americans  who  trade  to  Canton  carry  on  a 
large  share  of  their  business  with  the  outside  merchants  ? — ^They 
do,  a  considerable  portion. 

1468.  Do  they  do  more  than  the  private  merchants  trading 
from  the  continent  of  India? — I  believe  they  do;  for  this  reason, 
that  their  trade  is  directed  to  articles  of  commerce  which  are 
better  suited  to  the  outside  dealers,  such  as  silk  piece-goods, 
which  are  very  much  a  trade  of  detail,  as  to  patterns,  &c. 

1469.  Are  there  among  the  out^de  dealers  men  of  capital, 
character,  and  credit? — They  are  so  little  to  be  trusted,  that  I 
know  numbers  of  individuals  who  have  suffered  most  severely  by 
their  transactions  with  them. 

1470«  Supposing  an  outside  merchant  is  indebted  either  to 
an  American  or  an  English  merchantt  could  he  get  redress  by 
any  judicial  proceeding  against  any  outside  merchant  who  has 
thus  become  his  debtor?— The  Chinese  government  warn  all 
foreigners  to  beware  of  dealing  with  those  men,  because  it  will 
not  guarantee  tlieir  losses.  This  appears  from  the  proclamation 
already  read. 

1471.  Would  they  acknowledge  a  suit  or  an  applicatton  made 
to  the  Chinese  government  to  enforce  payment  against  an  out- 
side merchant  ?---They  would  expressly  disavow  it,  and  deny 
all  remedy^  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  foreigner  must 
bear  the  consequences  of  his  own  dealings. 

1472,  Would  not  the  Chinese  government  consider  the  Hong 
merchants  who  secured  the  ship  as  responsible  for  the  loss  ? — 
I  do  not  know  what  they  might  do  at  present ;  but  during  the 
whole  of  my  residence  in  the  country  it  has  been  very  much 
the  other  way.  The  government  certainly  would  not  give 
iecurity  to  any  transactions  with  the  outside  people.  The  Hong 
merchants  are  security  for  the  duiiesy  but  not  for  the  (Mit  of 
the  outside  dealers. 
WILLIAM  CARTWRIGHT,  Esq.  called  in,  and  examined- 

W.  Cttrtwri^ht,       147Si  Have  you  resided  at  Buenos  Ayres  as  a  merchant  ?-^ 
*•?♦         I  have,  for  nearly  eleven  years r 

1474,  Are  you  acquainted  generally  uitli  the  trade  of  Ih^ 
southern  states  o£  America  ?*— I  am. 
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147S.  Is  tbere  ftiiy  trade  cmrried  on  from  thote  $iMtm  dtrvct 
I  ChiM  ?— Yef . 

I#96»  In  whftt  di»ei  the  trade  coniast  ?— It  con«t«u  in  taking 

»cie  fitnn  tboet  Mttet,  and  britigtng  back  ilie  produce  of 

cotuostii^ofa  veriet/  of  arttclet,  t^a,  oankeenji*  litk, 

fitraiture  of  rwnom  sortfl,  fant,  au4  a  varietj  of  f^ncy 

r?.  la  what  boitomi  ii  tliU  trade  carried  on  ^ — Almgft  iial* 
|] J  in  Ameficaii  botlonts. 
1478^  Hai  it  beeD  a  profitable  trade  ?*I  have  ondentood  to, 
1479.  Wbeo  did  the   trade  commence  ? — U  liaa   only  been 
OOGMIOIiaOy  as  opportunitivi  liavr  offered  :  pcrliapa 
luring  Ibe  wbdle  of  the  time   that  I  ri-»idei]  there ;  but  i 
it  was  earned  on  from  Buenofl  Ayres  in  the  yean   IStt; 
ai»d  I  believe  1»24. 
I4M.  la  it  generally   a  circuitoui    trade ;  that   iit  a  trade 
in  the    United  States  irith  a  cargo  to  some  of  the 
'\  America,  and  fVoni  thoae  poru  to  China ? — No ; 
i  mde  hat  tifliially  commenced  at  Buenoa  Ayres  by  Amert* 
I  being  chartered  in  Buenos  Ayres,  fhim  thence  they 
__  1  to  the  west  coast  (generally  Valparaiso  and  Lima)* 
tbey   had  to  take  in  dollars  (dollars  bebg  there  more 
i  they  are  in  Buenos   Ayres),  and   nrooi  ^leiioe 

.  , ifie  to  Canton,  and  returning  b^   the  Cape  of 

Hope  to  Buenos  Ayres.    There  is  likewtse»  I  believe^  m 
f  becweeti  the  west  coast  direct  to  Canfoo  carried  on  yader 

1401.  la  there  any  trade  carried  on  from  the  north-west 
'  the  American  flag  ?^I  haire  understood  there  was» 
L  furs* 

148S:  Is  there  any  considerable  consumption  of  tea  in  those 
I? — The  consumption  of  tea  has  maieriaHy  increased 
^  laie  years  in  those  countriet,  in  conaeooence  of  the  tea 
a  been  usually  consumed  there  bv  tne  natives  of  those 
i  bemg  from  Paraguay,  and  dietr  not  being   able  to 
it  DOW  m  sufficient  qtmntity.     Some   political  disputes 
artaeti  between  the  government  of  Paraguay  and  tlie 
imlea   of  South    America,  they  have  not  been  aUe  14 
Ihdr  usual  supply   of  that  article,  in  conaeqiMBce  of 
ha  eooauBiption  of  China  tea  there  has  increased,  and 
to  iacrtaee  still  further,  in  my  opinion. 
I48S.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  supply  of  tea 
r  the  cooaomption  ot  those  states  was  derived  from  the  pro- 
race  of  ffmguay  before  the  interruption  of  the  intercourse  ?— 
Tcs;  tf»e  mtives  of  those  countries  nave  usually  consumed  the 
iBi  ef  Paraguay. 

la  that  the  same  plant  as  the  tea  of  China  ? — Ne» 
sadHbrent  plant* 
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1485.  Is  the  tea  of  China  preferred  to  the  tea  of  Paraguav.  or 
is  it  of  necessity  that  they  have  recourse  to  this  substitute  ? — I 
should  think  more  trom  necessity  than  choice ;  but  bavrng 
acquired  of  late  years  a  habit  of  drmking  the  China  tea,  I  think 
the  people  have  become  latterly  more  fond  of  it  than  they  were 
before  ;  and  from  that  circumstance  I  infer,  that  even  if  the 
prohibition  were  taken  off  tlie  Paraguay  tea,  there  would  still 
be  a  couBiderable  consumption  of  China  tea,  from  their  having 
acquired  a  habit  of  drinking  it  now  for  some  years* 

1486.  Is  the  consumption  of  silk  goods  from  China  considera- 
ble?—It  is. 

1 487.  Is  the  Paraguay  tea  known  in  Chili  and  Peru  as  well 
as  in  Buenos  Ayres?  — It  is. 

1488.  Is  the  tea  of  China  now  equally  substituted  tliere?  - 
I  imagine  it  is  ;  I  have  not  been  in  tliose  countries,  but  we  have 
bad  commercial  establishments  there^  and  I  have  understood 
that  the  consumptioti  of  China  tea  throughout  all  those  coun- 
tries is  increasing. 

1 489.  From  your  comcnercial  experience  and  knoivledge«  do 
you  think  tliat,  a«  those  stales  become  settled  and  prosperous, 
there  will  be  a  considerable  trade  between  them  and  China  ? — 
I  think  there  will. 

1490.  What  is  tlie  voyage  from  Valparaiso  to  Canton  ? — I 
should  supfwse  the  voyage  may  be  considered  trom  two  to  three 
montlis  across  the  Pacific ;  two  months  perhaps.  I  know  that 
vessels  have  gone  that  voyage  from  Buenos  Ayres  round  to 
Chili  and  Lima,  and  to  Canton,  and  returned  t*  Buenos  Ajtcs 
within  tlie  twelve  months,  nmkbg  the  voyage  round  "tJie 
world* 

149 L  Then  the  trade,  in  your  opinion,  to  whatever  exltnl 

it  may  be  carried  on,  will  be  principally  an  export  trade  from 
China^  and  in  all  the  articles  tliat  those  countries  may  want  in 
that  part  of  the  world  P—Yes.  I  should  wish  to  observe,  that 
m  the  present  time  the  great  consumption  of  goods  from  China 
does  not  consist  in  tea,  but  in  silks,  satins,  and  a  variety  of 
articles  manuiactured  in  that  country  ;  but  tliat  tea  is  an  article 
of  consumption  that  is  likely  to  increase. 

1492,  Were  you  interested  in  any  of  the  adventures  to  whidi 
you  have  referred  ? — I  was,  in  one  instance. 

1493,  Were  these  adventures  profitable  ?^ — I  have  understood 
they  werct  and  that  they  would  have  been  more  so,  but  very 
high  freights  were  paid* 

1494,  In  what  years  were  the  freights  so  high  ? — The  year 
that  I  allude  to  was  that  of  1822, 

1495,  What  circumstances  occasioned  the  freight  being  so 
high  ?— A  very  few  of  the  Atxierican  vessels  that  come  out  lo 
that  country  have  instructions  from  their  owners  to  tdce  chaj'^ 
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ten  for  CliiAi*  ind  of  ooune  tlw  amiiber  of  irevcls  tlint 
for  tkMi  inde  it  tery  Ibw, 

U86.  Doyoii  nooHcel  wlnilhe  t«ie  of  frnght  waii?.|t 
»ai  higb,  1  btiiifii.  «i  ^om  CSd  to  £22  •  ton  refitto-  Ibr 
Toj^g«  om  iikI  hosi«i  goio^  rottoii  by  ValfMniM  ttid 


1497.  Im  corner  an  ariide  of  expcirt  from  tJ^  uallliiii  ntmtes 
'  AsBrricft  to  vbtnai  ? — It  it  exported  (htm  ChiB ;  wuA  I  Mie%e 

\&odA  it»  way  to  Clutui, 

1498.  Cannot  those  tutea  bt?  lupplied  witb  al)  ftrticfi^  that 
rf  nqaU0  of  Chto*  prtxiuce  or  nmtmfactun!  cheaper 

I  mam  from  any  odicr  part  of  the  wortd,  on  account  of 
I  ittnotion  ?^  I  dtink  thvy  may  ;  thoao  anidea  coating 
[  ni  Cluaa  ttian  they  do  in  othrr  parti  of  the  world. 

1€%B.  Would  thoy  not  come  cheiUMsr  in  a  direct  royoge  from 
i  to  thoae  itatnt  than  by  any  other  eourie  F — DocM&diy. 

Do  you  iitppote  that  Britiah  ihip  would  have  hecn 
ycd  in  thia  traoe  tf  it  liad  been  lawful  for  them  to  ensage 
t?-^!  Iiav«  no  doobl  of  it;  inaamiich  as  the  trade  haa  been 
§y  cnrriod  on  on  Brttiah  netjonot  and  with  Britaah  capital* 

1501.  Do  you  apprehend  there  it  a  ritk  of  thfa  trado  getting 
I  channrltt  to  far  a«  the  nhipping  b  concerned,  in 
of  the  imnoftjiibility  of  Bntimh  bottoms  beinc  em- 
it  ? — Certainly;  tluU  haa  hitherto  been,  and  f  hove 
t  will  contitme  to,  aa  long  ai  British  siiipa  are  prohibited. 
«oooa  who  carry  on  tho  trade  will,  in  tuch  caae*  hnf« 
to  American  or  foreign  ?oaaola* 

150t.  Have  you  ever  loaown  any  fura  oolloelod  on  the  toutli- 
of  America  by  Britiah  merchantf,  which  bavo  bnen  bmuirht 
country,  to  be  M;nt  from  this  country  to  China  ?*->No 
]  trade  Laa  ever  coit}<^  under  my  experience,  tliough  1  think 
1  a  very  Hkdy  one  to  have  been  carried  on. 

U  there  any  tea  brought  from  Paraguay  to  the  atatoa 

have  meottoned  ? — It  ii  not  akoj^etlitr  interrupted  ;  occa* 

bcenaia  are  obtained  from  the  director  of  that  country* 

"ing  thb  article  down  the  river  to  Buenos  Ayres;  but  it 

i  mrely»  and  the  price  is  very  high. 

Do  you  conasdcr  that  the  increase  which  haa  taken 
[fiMe  in  1^  consumption  of  tea  is  entirely  in  the  China  ten? — 
At  pssaenr  it  ia. 

UD6w  How  many  adventures  had  you  to  China  ?*-I  bad 

Qfityosw* 

loOS.  In  wbat  jearP^lo  the  year  1922,  to  die  best  of  my 


Mi?.  Then  you  did  not  think  it  desirable  to  embark  in  any 
Am  ndvcmure  of  that  kind  ^^ — I  left  the  country  a  few  yeara 


um. 


By  Ucm 
'  bring  1 
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1  Mat.  1690,    afterwards^  and  no  oilier  eligible  opportnnity  had  occurred 
—  embark  in  a  similar  adveoltire^  or  in  all  probability  I  ahoidd. 

£tg^  '      1508.  But  you  bave  been  eleven  years  there,  and  that  wai  till 
only  adventure  you  did  embark  in  ? — The  only  one* 

1500.  Was  It  profitable  ? — It  was  not  a  very  profitable  oni 
in  consequence  of  the  very  high  freight  that  was  paid  ;  still 
lefi  a  very  fair  profit. 

1510.  Wliat  do  you  call  a  fair  profit? — I  think,  if  I  recoiled 
right,  the  profit  was  from  10  to  13  per  cent,  upon  the  capita 
invested. 

1511.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  adventure  ?^It  was 
joint  adventure  amongst  a  great  number  of  Bntish  merchani 
there ;  and  I  think  the  amount  invested  was  from  100,000  I 
150,000  dollars. 

1512.  You  have  stated  that  there  was  very  little  tea  in  tiu 
return  cargo  ? — Yes . 

1513*  Were  the  other  articles  chiefly  furniture  and  satin  ?«< 
If  necessary  I  can  state  the  exact  amount,  or  nearly  bo»  of  th 
different  articks  that  came  back  in  the  vessel  that  1  allude  to 

15H»  When  did  you  leave  Buenos  Ayres?— ^la  the  yi 
1626, 

1515.  Then  you  did  not  embark  in  any  adventure  afler  thai 
x— I  did  not. 

1516.  Nor  before  ? — Nor  before. 

1517.  Did  you  know  of  any  other  adventure  to  China  P*^ 
Yes,  there  were  three  or  four  in  that  very  year  and  the  su* 
quent  one. 

15I8>  Have  there  been  any  since  that  time  at  all  ? — I  thin 
there  have  been  others,  but  I  am  not  certain 

1519.  Can  you  state  any? — No  ;  I  know  that  several  vi 
sailed  afler  the  one  in  which  I  was  concerned  in  1822. 

1520.  Can  you  tell  how  lately  any  vessels  sailed  ? — I  cannaC^ 

1521.  Have  there  been  any  for  these  last  four  years  ? — I 
not  teJI,  indeed ;  but  I  can  say,  that  subsequently  to  the  lime 
which  I  was  engaged  in  it,  other  vessels  were  sent  on  the 
voyage»  but  which  I  did  not  embark  in. 

1522.  In  1826  you  leil  Buenos  Ayres,  and  you  know  nothing^ 
of  the   trade  since  that  time? — Except  from  .constant  intei 
course,  having  a  commercial  house  there  still, 

1523.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  how  many  ships  sail 
from  Buenos  Ayres  to  China  during  the  eleven  years  you  ¥ 
resident  there  ? — ^I  cannot.     In  the  year  1822,  and  I  believe 
thi  subsequent  year,  I  know  of  four  vessels  having  gone. 

1524.  Did  you  know  of  any  vessels  going  before  1822 
Certainly ;  but  I  was  not  interested  in  any  of  them^  and  did 
take  any  particular  account  of  them. 


tvidi 
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UflSii  Do  yoa  kasw  bow  many  weni  (rom  Valporaiao  or  from    I 
'?— N©. 

IS*  IWi  fiOitr  vrkirficr  onhr  vtHMm  ta  the  tndt  htlwmi 
» AyPM  ami  China  ?— f  t  ontj  r«lM€«  to  the  Crate  bilWMn 
\  Affm  mnd  Chirm ;  except  fhttt,  from  my  intt 
iroooBlnes  ^havitigcumtiMrrcijil  houfci  both  in  ' 
I  ZJam},  I  am  10  mr  icquatoted  witii  tht*  imdc  of  those  V'*'^^ 
^  I  kBMr  thai  time  b  an  iocraate  consumption  of  Chtna  pro* 

i  in  dka  whole  of  tboia  eotuitriei. 
IM7»  Have  you  aojr  o^actiooa  to  elate  «by,  if  you  fo 
atufa  ptrftaihbt  yoo  amayrf  in  ivo  othcn  ? — It 
;  at  all  in  oitr  waif  of  htSBmaw  to  aoter  into  ndvcnturcs  of  that 

our  oommercial  punttlla  atf  of  a  different  nature. 
ISM.  Am  y&a  «n§^nrf  io  trade  oow  ?-*Vea. 
ISSf*  Wtoa do  JM fended— la  LIrerpoot. 
1590.  Woutd  not  the  produce  oC  Bueooa  AyreOt  fbr  mlaaoe 
I  aod  tallow,  become  a  profitable  infeitment  to  China  P«^ 
■ware  that  it  has  ever  baea  tried. 

101.  Can  yoa  itafe  at  whst  rate  of  freight  you  could  get  a 
ship  to  go  ftmn  Baeoof  Aytei  to  China  and  hack  acaiti, 
'  it  were  a  lei^  voya|^  ?— I  con  only  stale,  that  the  produce 
mratijr  wai  ihippiag  in  Dritiih  vetsels  on  the  voyage  to 
ai  the  lala  of  uioiit  £i  to  £S  a  ton,  and  the  outwaid 
1%^  ba  aatimaled  at  perhaps  £2.  10#.  to  £5  a  ton  ,  and 
md  and  homeward  voyage  lofether  would  take  about 
Bunoodia. 

1532.  And  the  Toymge  you  have  mentioned  was  done  within 

;  iiMNiths,  fbr  whiai  £20  to  £22  per  ton  was  paid  ? — That 

I  believc»    the  general  rate  ot    freight ;    hut   I  cannot 

at  what  rale  the  vessel  was  chartered  in  which  I  was 


liBSL  Doyoorecolleettheiiaeof  theshipthatwasdiartered? 
'  ^nkdhe  was  a  vessel  ^tn  S50  to  400  tons. 


15M,  Ilave  you  exported  any  Paraguay  tea  to  Bueoos  Ayres  ? 

*  Jit' VET. 

1535,  Do  you  know  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold  per  pound 

■OS  Ajies  ? — MThen  the  article  was  plentiful  in  Bueooa 

ijrest  it  geMiaOy  sold  (to  reduce  it  to  sterling)  from  7d,  to  ML 

UMp  Was  H  drunk  by  the  merrhants  at  all,  or  only  bv  the 
es? — Not  much  hy  the  Europeans,  but  generally  by 
of  the  natives  oi  the  country,   as  well  as  by  the 
liho  have  long  resided  there. 

1537.  How  is  thai  price  as  compared  with  the  price  of  China 
I  Ha?*— I  cannol  slate  the  exact  jprice,  but  I  think  the  black  tea  was 
aid  in  Buenos  Ayres  firoai  it.  to  Si.  6^.  per  pound,  and 
I  m  from  as,  to  3f.  M.  orit. 


r 
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1  M«r,  1830.        1538,  What  is  the  duty  ?^Thc  dyty  was   then  twenty  per 

^        cent*  ad  valorem. 

ijX**  '       1539.  Did  any  of  those  ships  trade  with  the  eastern  Archi- 
pelago ? — None  that  I  am  aware  of* 

1540.  Can  you  state  whether  tliat  has  been  a  profitable  trade 
since  1822  or  not  ? — I  have  no  means  of  answering  that  ques- 
tion, 

1541.  Have  you  no  means  of  stating  up  to  the  time  you  left. 
the  country  in  1826  ? — The  only  means  I  have  of  judging  is 
from  persons  having  pursued  the  trade  after  the  period  1  have 
mentioned.  I  should  suppose,  it  it  had  not  been  profitable,  it 
would  have  been  abandoned, 

1542.  You  stated  that  the  rate  of  freight  was  from  €20  to  £22 
a  ton,  did  the  freighter  pay  the  port  charges  at  Canton,  or  the 
owner  of  the  ship  ? — The  owner  of  the  ship* 

1543.  Do  you  consider  the  tea  imported  to  Buenos  Ay  res 
from  China  to  be  as  good  as  the  tea  consumed  in  this  country  ? 
—Quite  as  good. 

1544.  Do  the  vessels  which  go  to  Valparaiso  and  Canton  stop 
at  the  Phillipine  Islands  ? — I  think  not.  I  have  heard  of  their 
calling  on  thuir  way  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

1545.  What  do  you  suppose  could  have  been  the  freight  from 
Buenos  Ayres  to  Canton  and  back»  supposing  the  freighter  to 
have  pmd  the  port  charges  at  Canton  ? — 1  cannot  precisely  state 
what  a  British  vessel  might  have  been  procured  at  for  that 
voyage ;  and  I  am  not  acquainted  exactly  with  the  amount  of 
port  charges  at  Canton. 

1546.  Wliat  do  suppose  would  be  the  rate  of  freight  for  ft 
British  ship,  according  to  the  present  general  rate  of  freight^ 
for  a  voyage  from  Buenos  Ayrea  to  Canton  and  back,  supposing 
the  freighter  paid  the  port  charges  ?—l  should  think  that  a  yenA 
for  that  voyage  might,  at  the  present  time,  he  chartered  at  the 
rate  of  from  £8  to  £10  per  ton  register  for  the  rounds  and  perttaps 
less. 

1547.  You  are  a  considerable  ship-owner? — I  am  interested 
in  several. 

1548.  Is  there  much  dirference  between  the  rate  of  freight 
now  and  what  it  was  in  1822? ^Judging  from  the  freights  we 
obtain  from  South  America,  there  is  little  difference. 

1549.  Do  you  think  tJje  £8  a  ton  would  remunerate  tbeshtp* 
owner? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that;  1  think  that  vessels 
might  be  engaged  at  about  that  rate. 

1550.  Do  you  consider  tliai  £8  to  £10  would  be  a  fair  rate 
at  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  according  to  the  current  rates  to 
other  parts. 

1551.  Do  you  know  whether  any  other  country,  except  the 
Americans,  are  engaged  in  the  trade  from  the  Pacific  to  Chinft  ? 
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— Sevenl  of  Ibe  oaliret  o€  Bueoot  Ajnret  are  engaged  in  that   1  Mar.  I830. 

trade.  

1552.  Do  yoo  know  whether  any  other  bottoms  are  engaged  *^"  ^^J"^*** 
mh;    the  Dutch,  for  instance? — ^I  do  not  know;  I  dare  laj 
there  may  be  Dutch  veiaels  engaged  in  that  trade. 


MartiSt  ^  die  MarHij  1880. 
CapCain  ABEL  COFFIN  called  in,  and  examined. 
1S58.  You  are  a  citiaen  of  the  United  Sutet  ?— I  am.  3  j^,^^  ^^^ 

1554.  In  what  part  of  the  United  States  ?— Newbury  Porti  a        -^ 
town  of  BiassachuseU's.  Cmft.  A.  O^U, 

1555.  Have  you  commanded  a  ship  in  the  China  trade  ? — 
I  hare,  three  Toyages. 

1556.  From  what  port  did  you  sail  ?— Boston. 

1557.  In  what  years  did  you  perform  those  voyages? — 1822, 
182S,  and  1824. 

1558.  What  cargoes  did  you  take  to  China  ? — Specie,  and 
aome  trifling  cargoes  of  casks  of  furs«  but  nothing  on  account 
of  the  owners  except  specie. 

1559.  What  quantity  of  bullion  did  you  take  out?— In  1822 
I  had  172,000  Spanish  dolhuv;  in  the  year  1823,  I  had 
200,000;  and  m  1824,  165,000  dollars.  At  the  time  I  had 
the  200,000  dollars  it  was  not  to  be  all  invested  in  my  ship ; 
between  90,000  and  40,000  was  to  pay  a  debt  that  the  owner 
had  cootracted  on  a  previous  voyage. 

1560.  What  cargoes  did  you  bring  from  Canton  ? — Teas,  or 
naraftctored  goocb,  silk  goods,  cassia,  and  nankeen. 

1561.  Were  the  teas  black  and  green  ?— An  assorted  cargo ; 
shoot  two-thirds  were  black. 

1502L  Do  the  Americans  experience  any  difficulty  in  carry- 
iig  00  the  Chinese  trade  ?  —  None,  that  I  have  known. 
1568L  Did  you  ever  experience  any  yourself  ?— Not  any. 

1564.  Had  you  any  supercargo  ?— The  first  voyage  I  had 
«K ;  the  two  last  I  had  neither  supercargo  nor  clerk. 

1565.  What  was  the  name  €£  the  ship?-.llie  Liverpool 
Fhckrt. 

1566.  And  what  was  iu  burthen  ?— 897  tons,  American  ton- 

1567*  la  that  different  from  the  British  ?— There  is  some 
riffiDg  diflercnce,  but  very  little  ;  I  think  it  would  differ  about 
ifc  or  six  tons  from  English  tonnage,  in  a  ship  of  that  size. 
1566.  Is  it  larger  or  smaller  than   the  British  .^— I  think  it  is 
■dlcr  than  the  British. 

1566.  irUl  yaa  have  the  goodneu  to  give  the  Committee  an 
2  b 


K\  inKNCE  ON   RAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

k"  1630,    account  of  tlic  way  in  which  you  proceeded  in  conducling  yoar 

transactions  at  Canton  ? — On  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Wham- 

C^M^n*  pQa  t}ie  factor  generally  proceeds  to  Can  ton »  there  he  calls  upon 

the  Hong  merchants^  or  frequently  the  Hong  merchants  send 

their  pursers  to  wait  upon  him  on  his  arrival. 

1570.  Do  they  send  down  to  the  ship  ? — Not  down  to  the 
ship,  but  to  his  place  of  business.  He  will  then  make  an 
arrangement  with  one  of  the  Hong  merchants  to  secure  his 
ship;  and  generally  we  agree  to  trade  with  thut  Hong  mer- 
chant, admitting  that  he  will  trade  with  us  on  as  good  terms  at 
we  can  trade  with  any  other  merchants  in  general ;  but  we  buy 
one 'third  or  one-half  of  our  cargo  of  him,  and  sometimes  the 
whole, 

1571 .  But  you  do  not  give  more  for  teas  you  purchase  of  him 
than  you  give  to  others  ?— Not  in  any  way ;  we  give  him  no  fur- 
ther advantage  than  a  preference  of  trade>  if  we  can  trade 
equally  well  with  him. 

1572.  Do  you  give  him  any  fee  or  douceur  to  become  aecu- 
rity  for  the  ship  ? — Not  any* 

1373,  Are  there  considerable  facilities  in  the  port  of  Canton 
for  transacting  business  ?^ — There  are  more  so  than  in  any  port 
I  have  ever  been  in  in  India. 

1574.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  instance  to  prove 
that  facility  at  the  time  you  arrived  tliere?— I  arrived  at 
Whampoa,  on  one  voyage,  when  I  was  both  master  and  super- 
cargo of  the  ship ;  and  I  laid  at  Whampoa  then  fifteen  days, 
and  loaded  there  and  sailed  in  that  time. 

1575.  Did  you  trade  from  China  to  America,  and  from 
America  to  Europe  ? — From  America  to  China»  from  Chiiui  to 
America,  and  from  America  to  Amsterdam, 

1576.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  any  voyage 
you  have  performed  r — ^I  have  here  an  extract  of  an  American 
newspaper,  giving  an  account  of  one  of  ray  voyages:  it  is 
beaded  **  Despatch.  — The  ship  Liverpool  Packet,  Captain 
Coffin,  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  2lst  of  July  1624-,  for  Canton, 
arrived  there,  changed  her  cargo,  and  returned  to  Boston  in 
eight  months  and  twenty -nine  days  ;  afterwards  sailed  for  Am- 
sterdam, and  performed  the  voyage  there  and  back  to  Boston 
in  seventy  days,  changing  cargo:  thus  having  completed  two 
long  and  important  voyages  in  eleven  months  and  sixteen 
days." 

1577.  Is  that  an  accurate  account  of  the  voyage  you  per- 
formed ? — It  is  one  f\m  longer  than  the  voyage  was.  1  wa;^ 
eight  months  and  twenty-eight  days,  instead  of  twenty-nin^ 
days;  that  is,  tlie  whole  time  from  the  time  I  left  Boston  tj 
the  lime  1  returned  to  Boston  again. 

1578.  Did  you  unload  entirely  at  Boston,  or  only  in  part  ?-i 
I  merely  distharged  my  silk  goods  and  some  teas  that  answer  J 
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for  tlie  Boitoo  market,    and  brought   on   the  remaiDder  to  siCw.  1830. 
^■■IfrHim  — — 

1579.  Did  jou  load  at  Amtterdam  ?— I  returned  in  ballast.  ^^'^  *  * 
1500.  Hare  yoo  had  anj  dealings  with  the  outside  nier- 
dianu  ? — I  have.  I  have  generally  bought  the  greater  part  of 
my  sOk  goods,  and  frequently  considerable  quantities  of  tea  to 
oofnplete  mj  cargo,  of  the  outside  merchants.  Generally  an 
oalsule  merchant  Ium  some  Hong  merchant  as  his  ft  lend;  goods 
are  obUged  to  be  shipped  through  one  of  the  Hong  merchants. 
Tber  are  boi^ht  of  the  outside  merchant,  and  the  probability 
is,  that  the  outside  merchant  pays  the  Hong  merchant  some 
trifling  compensation  for  shippmg  his  goods. 

1561.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  outside 
Merchants  ?— I  never  have  myself;  but  I  have  heard  others  say 
there  is  not  that  security  in  trading  with  them.  You  are  more 
liable  to  be  imposed  upon,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  Hong 
aerdianta. 

1562.  What  security  have  you  of  there  being  no  imposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Hong  mercfasints?— Only  their  own. 

156S.  Can  you  mention  any  instances  ? — On  one  vojrage  I 
had  five  chests  of  tea  which  proved  to  be  filled  up  with  sawdust 
aid  brickdust.  It  was  the  time  of  the  g^'cat  fire  at  Canton,  and 
k  was  some  of  the  old  remains  of  the  fire  ;  they  weighed  about 
,  eipml  weight  with  a  chest  of  tea.  When  I  went  back  I  took  it 
tadr,  and  took  it  to  the  Hong  merchant,  Puankhequa ;  and 
aAer  sending  his  purser  to  see  that  it  was  his  mark,  he  imme- 
diately, without  saying  any  thing  further,  sent  mc  ten  chests. 
He  gave  me  to  understand,  that  it  was  not  intentional  on  his 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  done  on  board  the  chop- 
The  people  I  purchased  my  goods  of  are  accountable 
the  goods  till  they  get  alongside  the  ship.  We  buy  the 
fMda  dclfverable  on  board. 

1564.  What  is  the  amount  of  a  chop  of  tea?— Of  black  tea, 
generaHj  about  400  to  600  chests.  It  it  a  quantity  of  tea  grown 
an  one  piece  of  ground  by  one  man  ;  and  of  black  teas  it  gene- 
tdlj  consists,  sometimes  it  exceeds,  600  chests,  and  the  green 
Oboist  400  diests. 

1565.  Was  the  tea  returned  to  you  by  Puankhequa  of  as 
gaod  a  quality  as  that  which  he  had  engaged  to  deliver  before  ? 
--It  waa. 

1566.  Do  you  generally  find  that  you  can  trust  as  much  to 
fht  Hong  merchants  in  tneir  dealings  with  you  as  you  can  to 
■csihann  residing  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ? — I  should  think 
we  might  full  as  much. 

1567.  Can  you  mention  the  prices  that  you  paid  for  tea  in  any 
gmfk  year  ?— In  1622,  the  first  voyage  that  I  was  there,  from 
tt  la  S  tales  per  pekul  were  paid  for  the  souchong.    It  amounts 
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2  Mar,  1630.    to  the  same  thing  as  cents  per  pound ;  cents  are  jj^  of  Spanish 

doNars  ;  22  tales  would  be  about  22.^  cents- 

^  .  1588.  What  did  you  pay  for  the  other  descriptions  of  tea  ? 
— Bohea  was^  to  the  best  of  my  recollection r  12  cents  per 
pound:  about  12  tales  per  pekul ;  congo  was  about  21  to  22; 
young  hy»on  was  36 ;  hyson  was  the  eame  price ;  hyson -skin 
was  25. 

1589,  What  do  you  tnean  by  young  hyson  ? — Young  hysen 
tea,  I  believe,  is  the  young  leaf  oiF  the  old  hyson. 
1590*  Were  those  all  fresh  teas? — All  fresh  teas. 

1591.  What  did  you  pay  for  gunpowder  tea  and  for  impe- 
rial tea  P^GunpoMrder,  50  to  55^  and  for  imperial  about  the 
same  price, 

1592.  Was  the  price  of  green  tea  higher  in  the  year  18113 
than  it  had  been  before  ?—  It  was. 

1593.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  that  year  in  completing  yoor 
cargo  of  green  tea? — In  1823  1  had,  in  obtaining  as  much  young 
hyson  as  1  wished. 

1594.  Could  you*  in  the  year  1924-,  obtain  the  young  hyson 
that  yoti  required? — Not  at  all  ;  but  it  was  more  plentiful  than 
it  had  been.  I  was  late  in  the  year  1824,  being  one  of  the  Jate 
ships  that  went  against  the  monsoon. 

1595.  What  difference  in  the  price  did  the  scarcity  of  youns 
hyson,  in  the  year  1823,  make  in  the  article? — It  made  a  djf* 
ference  of  between  36  and  42  tales  per  pekul. 

1596.  What  was  the  price  of  the  young  hyson  in  the  year 
1824  ? — In  the  year  1924  1  paid  from  45  Lo  48  for  young  hyson. 

1597.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  printed  price-current  at  Canton  ? 
-*I  have;  but  I  believe  they  have  been  sent  out  printed  from 
Europe  or  America  in  blank  ;  they  were  filled  up  at  Canton, 

1598.  Is  that  a  common  practice? — That  is  the  common 
practice. 

1599.  Is  there,  in  your  judgment,  any  difference  between  the 
c|Uality  of  the  teas  purchased  by  the  East-India  Company  and 
those  parchascd  by  the  Americans  ? — I  should  think  there  was 
a  difference,  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  teas  pur- 
chased by  the  East-India  Company, 

1600.  Does  that  apply  both  to  black  and  green? — ^To  the 
green  teas  I  think  it  does  not  apply.  Our  green  teas  are  equally 
as  good  as  those  imported  by  the  Company-  Souchong  and 
Congo  I  have  mysdf  bought  there  after  it  has  been  marked  to 
go  on  board  Company's  nhips,  and  paid  a  little  higher  for  it. 

1601.  How  did  you  contrive  to  get  those  chests?— The 
Hong  put  other  printed  papers  over  them. 

1602.  Were  they  intended  for  the  Company's  ships  ?  -  I  be- 
lieve they  were  ;  but  the  merchants  wanting  ready  money  soM 
them. 
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IMS.  Do  yon  rctpcnbar  what  ytm  have  pmd  for  the  let  m>  t  Mar.ieao. 

purdMued? — I  think  it  was  M  tales ;  that  was  m  the  jear  that        

I  vaa  pajriQg  SI  for  the  teas  that  we  usually  take  to  America.     ^^'  ^o^*. 

MM.  Do  j€U  iougiDe  that  was  part  of  the  tea  fbr  which  the 
Coonpanj  had  contracted? — 1  hare  no  doubt  that  it  was  tea 
dbal  was  to  go  on  beard  the  Company's  ships.  1  beliere  that 
the  Hogg  laeiciianl  aiteuded  it ;  but  wanting  some  ready  mooey, 
he  got  k  in  this  asanaer. 

1606.  Was  it  yoor  geneial  practice  to  pay  ready  money  for 
die  teas  you  purchased  P^Generally.  I  have  had  credit  in 
China  whm  I  luive  not  had  funds  enough  to  load  the  ship. 

1606.  On  which  royage  was  that  ? — The  first  and  last  voyage. 

1607.  From  whom  did  you  hare  it  ? — From  Chumqua»  one  of 
iheHcMig  merchants. 

1608.  What  security  did  you  give  him  ?— I  gave  him  my  bill, 
payable  at  twelve  months  or  on  my  return. 

1609.  Did  you  refer  to  the  American  consul  there?— No 
odier  aecority  than  my  own. 

1610.  Were  you  a  perfect  stranger  to  him  ?—  So  far  a  stranger, 
I  had  only  been  acquainted  with  him  on  my  first  voyage 
r ;  but  he  considered,  irom  my  being  in  command  of  the 

1  and  having  the  management  of  the  business,  being  con- 
cerned with  the  supercargo,  uat  I  must  be  a  respectable  person, 
asid  of  eomrae  he  required  no  other  security.  The  merchant  I 
aafled  for  had  frequently  had  large  credits. 

161 L  Then  it  is  not  an  uncommon  practice  in  Canton  to  give 
credit  where  the  money  for  the  payment  of  the  goods  is  not 
ianBcdiately  forthcommg? — No;  between  thirty  and  forty 
ihoaaand  doDars  which  I  took  out  on  one  voyage,  was  to  pay 
Cw  a  inetious  credit  which  the  owner  had  had. 

1612.  Have  3rou  found  equal  fiicOity  in  other  paru  of  India  ? 
—I  never  have. 

161S.  What  interest  did  you  pay?~Eight  per  cent,  per 

1614.  At  what  time  do  the  tea  roerchanu  usually  arrive  at 
Canton  ? — From  November  to  December. 

1615.  Did  you  ever  purchase  teas  of  an  old  season  ?—- 1  did. 

1616.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  price  at  Canton  between 
dbe  old  and  the  new  teas  ? — About  four  or  five  tales. 

1617.  Is  that  the  case  in  all  descriptions  of  teas  ?— In  ffreen 
leas  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  much :  we  consider  that  the  black 
iBSi  iiyore  by  keeping. 

1618.  What  difference  i»  there  in  the  American  market  be- 
:  the  old  and  new  teas?— Perhaps  two  to  three  cents  per 


161fL  When  yon  say  fbor  tales,  do  you  mean  in  the  bohea 
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tea  or  in  the  congo  tea  ?— In  the  congo  tea  ;  not  so  much  in  the 
bohea  tea.     I  never  bought  any  old  bohea* 

1620,  How  were  the  three  cargoes  of  tea  which  you  bought 
disposed  of? — Part  of  it  was  disposed  of  in  America,  but  the 
greater  part  went  to  FIolland«  1 

162L  Can  you  tell  what  the  teas  sold  for  tn  Holland? —  1 
I  thrnk  at  21  stivers.  The  last  voyage,  not  having  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  business  myself  in  Hollands  being  consigned  there, 
having  some  shares  in  the  voyage  myself,  I  was  furnished  with 
account  sales ;  but,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  21 
stivers  for  the  Dutch  pound. 

1622*  For  what  description  of  teas  ?^For  the  congo - 

1623,  Of  the  tea  you  purchased^  was  part  of  it  from  the 
Hong  and  part  of  it  trom  the  outside  merchants  ? — It  was* 

1624-*  Are  you  able  to  state  how  the  teas  purchased  from 
those  two  parties  turned  out? — T  think  lliat  ti»e  tea  was  fully  as 
good  that  1  purchased  of  the  outside  merchants  as  that  of  the 
Hong«  The  outside  merchant  that  I  purchased  it  from  had 
been  established  for  many  years,  though  within  two  years  he 
has  died  ;  his  name  was  Yoqua. 

1625.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  Dutch  pound  and 
the  English  pound  ?^ — 112|  English,  I  think,  makes  110  pounds 
Dutch. 

1626.  Can  you  state  the  price  in  Holland  of  any  other  de- 
scription of  tea  besides  congo  ? — I  cannot. 

1627.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  duties  on  American  and 
on  national  ships  in  importing  teas  into  Holland? — There  is 
considerable, 

1628.  Can  you  state  what  it  is  ?—I  do  not  know  the  difference 
exactly ;  but  I  was  told  by  the  merchants  that  the  circumstance 
of  mine  being  an  American  ship  made  a  difference  of  something 
like  28,000  guilders  on  the  whole  cargo  ;  that  is,  about  £2,200. 

1629.  Do  the  American  ships  perform  their  voyages  cheaper 
than  Dutch  ships  ? — I  think  they  do  ;  they  are  more  expeditious* 
and  they  also  sail  with  fewer  men.  In  the  ship  that  I  com- 
manded I  had  twelve  seamen,  making  altogether  seventeen,  and 
sometimes  having  a  boy,  raaking  eighteen  people,  myself  in- 
cluded. 

1630.  What  would  a  Dutch  ship  of  that  size  have  ? — PrabaUy 
twenty -five. 

1631.  \VhsLt  was  the  size  of  the  ship  ?— About  400  tons. 

1632.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  whole  cargo  of  the  ship  on 
which  that  additional  expense  was  incurred  ? — The  investment 
in  China  was  about  170,000  dollars. 

1633.  Would  an  American  ship,  nominally  of  400tons«  carry 
more  or  less  cargo  than  a  Dutch  ship  of  4^0  tons  ? — The  Dutch 
ships  are  rated  by  t ha  last ;  but  when  I  compare  them  with  ihe 
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Anwrican  thipt,  I  ipetk  of  a  ship  that  would  bring  the  tame  2  Mar.  laao. 
quantitj.  

1654.  It  not  there  a  diilemit  mode  of  measuring  the  tonoMe  ^^'  ^'  ^^^' 
in  American  •hipt  from  the  British  ?— I  believe  there  it ;  «re  take 

half  the  breadth  of  beam  for  the  depth  of  hold,  the  length  of 
keel  multiplied  by  the  depth,  divided  bj  95. 

1655.  Do  jou  know  the  English  way  ?— I  do  not  know  exactly 
die  Eogliah  way  of  measuring. 

1896.  Is  not  the  American  ton  reckoned  forty  cubic  feet? — his. 
I6S7.  Do  you  know  whether  the  English  is  reckoned  the 
nme  ? — ^I  do  not  know. 

16Sa  Is  not  a  last  about  two  tons?»I  bdioTC  it  is. 
1699.  Yoa  stated  that  the  value  of  your  investment  in  China 
It  170,000  dollars;  do  you  know  what  iu  value 


value  in  Hoi 
\md  was?— I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

1640.  Did  the  diar|;es  depend  on  the  value  of  the  cargo  in 
iIk  Aip,  or  on  the  ship  itself  ?— Principally  on  the  cargo. 

1641.  You  have  stated  that  on  board  your  ships  you  have  had 
twdve  seamen,  and  altogether  a  crew  of  about  aghteen  persons 
iDciiMliDg  yoarself ;  is  that  to  be  considered  the  average  number 
sf  the  trade  of  Boston  at  the  same  time  ?— Yes,  I  think  the 
average  number  of  all  American  ships,  the  Philadelphia  ships 
exoRrted :  they  generally  have  a  few  more,  owing  to  having  a 
Boaraer  of  apprentices. 

1642.  Is  any  additional  rink  considered  to  be  run  by  having 
so  small  a  number,  or  what  is  the  rate  of  insurance  upon  the 
American  ships  in  the  Chinese  trade  ? — About  four  per  cent. 
itpmk  the  whole  voyage  out  and  home,  insured  in  America. 

164S.  Are  you  generally  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  Boston 
sad  Salem  r«^Yes. 

1644.  Was  that  the  insurance  when  you  went  there,  or  is  it 
die  aanse  now  ?  —  That  was  the  insurance  when  I  went,  and  it  is 
abOQt  that  now ;  it  does  not  exceed  4^. 

1645.  You  mean  upon  a  vojrase  to  Canton,  out  and  home 
again  ?  —Yea,  not  including  the  nwk  to  HolUind. 

1646.  Can  you  state  the  average  number  of  vessels  that  have 
been  employed  in  the  East-India  trade  for  the  last  seven  vears 
fimn  Boston  and  Salem  ?~In  1823  there  were  forty- two  Ame- 
rican ships  during  that  year  in  Canton.  Altogether  the  trade 
km  fidlen  off  considerably  now :  I  think,  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  there  have  not  been  so  many  ;  there  have  not  been 
■ore  than  half  that  number. 

1647.  Can  you  sUte,  for  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years, 
been  the  number  of  Boston  ships  lost  in  the  China 
r  in  the  outward  or  homeward-bound  voyage  ? — I  do 

but  one  Boston  ship  being  lost :  that  is  between 
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2  Mar.  1830.    fourteeD  and  fifteen  years :  Rapid  is  the  name  of  the  ship :  she 

was  commanded   by  Captain  Dtiwe  ;  she  was  caat  away  on  New 

*^*    '  t^:fl'»«'  Holland,  going  an  eastern  passage. 

1648.  Have  there  been  uny  homeward-bound  ships  lost? — 
There  was  a  Philadelphia  ship  in  March  1824,  called  the  Co- 
Jnmhia,  lost  at  the  east  end  of  Banca. 

1649.  Have  you  not  made  several  voyages  to  India  as  well  as 
to  China?  — I  have,  twelve  within  the  last  thirteen  years. 

1650.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  the  average  length  of 
tliese  voyages? — About  ten  months  out  and  home»  The  longest 
passage  I  ever  had  to  Java,  which  we  take  the  passage  from 
either  to  Europe  or  America,  was  ninety-six  days;  and  two 
years  ago  I  came  from  Angier,  which  is  the  starting-point  in 
Java»  in  eighty-one  days,  with  a  sugar-loaded  ship* 

165 L  Have  those  voyages  that  you  speak  of  all  been  carried 
on  with  the  same  number  of  men  that  you  have  already  men- 
tioned, in  proportion  to  the  tonnage?— The  same  number. 

1652.  Are  the  American  ships,  as  compared  with  the  British* 
built  ships,  built  more  for  the  purpose  of  speed  and  use,  than 
for  that  of  carrying  bulk?— Our  modern-built  %essels,  I  think, 
are  all  aboyt  the  same ;  they  carry  equally  as  well  as  the  British 
vessels :  but  the  ship  that  I  commanded  to  China  was  a  ship 
built  some  years ;  she  would  not  carry  quite  so  well,  but  sailed 
much  faster. 

165S,  What  has  been  the  alteration  that  has  taken  place  in 
your  modern-built  ships  ? — They  have  made  them  longer^ 
deeper^  and  not  so  wide. 

1654-.  In  what  mode  do  you  take  the  measurement  of  the  ton- 
nage of  your  ships  ?— From  the  length  half  the  breadth  of  beam 
if  taken  ;  by  the  depth  of  the  whole  multiplied  by  the  length, 
and  divided  by  95. 

1655.  With  what  object  is  it  that  that  mode  of  taking  the 
measurement  has  been  determined  upon  ? — I  cannot  say. 

1656.18  the  nominal  tonnage  of  a  ship  built  in  one  of  those 
modes  greater  in  proportion  to  its  real  capacity  than  that  of  one 
built  in  the  other  ;  and  will  you  explain  the  mode  in  which  the 
difference  is  produced  ?-- It  is  different,  owing  to  the  ships 
being  much  narrower,  having  more  length  and  greater  depth  in 
the  hold ;  a  vessel  of  that  description,  a  vessel  of  28  feet  beam 
and  100  feet  long,  would  not  carry  nearly  so  much  as  a  vessel 
of  26  feet  beam,  and  adding  greatly  to  the  length  and  depths 
which  does  not  increase  the  tonnage  in  the  same  ratio. 

1657.  WTiat  reason  have  the  Americans  for  employing  smaller 
ships  rather  than  those  larger  ships  which  are  generally  employ- 
ed by  the  East-India  Company  ? — I  believe  they  think  them 
more  expeditious  generally  in  performing  the  voyage  ;  and  the 
cargo  frequently  in  America  is  owned  by  a  merchant,  and  he 
prefers  having  his  goods  go  in   his   ow^n  ship,  in  preference  to 
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having  a  my  laige  shqs  and  getting  Mine  other  penoas  to  fill  2  Star.  lasa. 

1658.  la  there  may  tonnage  duty  peid  in  Aroericn  on  the  re-  ^'    '   ^ 
gister?— There  u:    it  u  imall,  but  I  cmniiot  tell  the  exnct 


1659.  Do  not  American  TetaeU  tail  with  fewer  men  than  the 
Englaah  ▼eaadt  do  ? — I  think  wedo. 

1660.  What  if  the  proportion  between  the  crew  of  an  Ameri- 
can Tcaaei  and  that  of  a  British  veiael  ?»1  should  think  a  British 
fMscl  or400  tons  would  hare  fire  to  seven  more  than  an  Ameri- 

of  400  tons. 


166  L  Then,  of  course,  having  fewer  men,  jou  have  more 
room  iar  cargo  than  the  English  or  Dutch  ships  have  ?— Yes. 

1662.  Do  you  accommodate  your  crew  as  well  as  the  English 
UBieii  do  ?— I  think  we  do  better. 

1663L  Do  you  allow  them  the  same  space? — I  think  we  do. 
Peffaapt  the  Company's  ships  have  better,  because  they  have 
tke  acoommodatioos  of  meiHof-war ;  but  I  believe  oun  are  fully 
as  coifottahle  as  the  free-traders,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  feed 
much  better. 


1664.  Have  not  the  Company's  ship  much  better  accommo- 
and  more  room  ?— Tney  have. 


1665.  What  was  your  freisht  out  and  home  ?-- 1  had  no  freight 
SB  asy  own  ship ;  the  cargo  oeloi^ed  solely  to  the  owner  of  the 
caifo  and  mysel£ 

1666.  What  would  the  freight  be  ?— The  last  year  1  was  there, 
I  shipfird  teas  at  SO  dollars  per  ton  to  America  from  China,  in 
flB  AsMfican  ship,  allowing  ten  quarter-boxes  to  a  ton,  which 
nwaaniet  about  forty-one  teet ;  but  it  is  customary  to  take  ten 
quarter-boxes. 

1667.  Are  yon  of  opinioa  that  you  can  still  Import  teas  into 
HnBand,  BOtwithstanding  the  higher  duties  now  paid  in  the  ports 
ia  HoHand  ?— I  think  we  can  compete  with  the  Dutch  yet. 

1666.  Do  the  Americans  now  carry  oo  the  trade  of  tea  to 
HoOand  as  much  as  fiNmerly  ? — Not  so  much. 

166i.  Can  yoa  state  any  reason  why  they  do  not  ?— It  is 
ovinf  to  the  CMpany  of  Dutch  merchants,  the  Dutch  Tkading 
Cmmftmf.  aending  a  number  of  ships  to  China. 

1670  Have  their  transactions  been  attended  with  loss  or 
§■1?  *  I  believe  they  have  been  attended  with  considerable  loss. 

167L  Do  yoa  consider  the  tea  that  you  get  in  this  country 
cqaal  to  what  you  get  in  America  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  so 
ttoai^  tbe  tea  that  I  liave  been  able  to  get  here  for  my  own  usco 

167S.  Docs  that  apply  to  the  green  or  to  the  black  teas  ?^ 
lb  iIm  Mack  teas. 

167Sb  To  what  do  you  ascribe  this  difference  ?^I  should  think 

2c 
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s  M«r.  1830.   the  tea  1  generally  purchase  here,  retail,  is  old  tea  that  has  lost 
a  great  part  of  its  flavour  and  strength* 

1674.  What  price  have  you  paid  here  for  good  souchong  tea, 
retail  ? — Five  shillings  aud  sixpence. 

1675.  What  would  you  pay  for  similar  tea  in  America?— Two 
shillings,  or  50  cents, 

1676.  Can  you  tell  how  much  of  that  2*,  is  duty? — On  the 
black  tea,  souchong,  it  is  25  cents,  which  is  about  12-^fi;, :  it  is, 
tn  fact,  Is*  Q^d.  out  of  2s. 

1677.  Can  you  state  the  proportion  the  duties  bear  to  the 
price  of  tea  in  other  descriptions  of  tea? — The  duty  on  gun- 
powder and  imperial  is  50  cents  ;  on  young  hyson,  40  cents  ;  40 
parts  of  the  Spanish  dollar  out  of  100  parts  ;  on  hyson-skin  it  is 
28;  on  congo  and  alt  bhick  teas,  bohea  excepted,  it  is  25  ;  on 
bohea  it  is  12. 

1678.  Can  you  give  the  per-centage  of  the  duties  in  America 
upon  the  teas  generally  ? — It  is  not  put  upon  a  per-centage,  it  ia 
so  much  per  pound. 

1679.  With  reference  to  die  average  prices,  how  much  would 
it  be  ? — The  duties  are  about  equal  to  the  cost  at  Canton. 

1680.  Is  not  it  45  per  cent,  in  America  upon  the  average?  — 
The  price  of  tea  in  America  varies,  but  the  duty  Is  permanent. 

1681.  Do  you  know  how  many  American  houses  of  businefs 
there  are  residing  at  Canton  ? — There  are  seven  or  eighth 

1682.  Have  they  several  partners,  generally  speaking?— 
There  are  in  some  of  the  houses  three  or  four  partners,  in  oiiiert 
only  one  person. 

1683.  Have  there  been  any  failures  among  those  houses  ia 
your  recollection  ? — There  is  the  house  of  Thompson,  who  was 
the  son  of  Mr.  Thompson  (I  cannot  say  the  house  of  Thompson 
in  Canton  failed)  that  failed  in  the  United  States,  owing^  I 
believe,  to  some  smuggling  transactions. 

1684*  Is  there  any  other  failure  that  has  occurred  within  your 
knowledge? — I  know  of  no  American  that  has  failed  in  Canton. 

1685.  Are  the  Boston  merchants  trading  with  China  generally 
considered  very  wealthy  persons  ?- — They  are* 

1696.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Colonel  Perkins?^!  woo* 

1687.  Is  not  he  one  of  the  piincipal  merchants  in  Boiton  ? 
— He  is  the  principali  Theodore  Lyman  has  been  one  of  lli« 
greatest  traders. 

1688.  In  general,  among  the  wealthy  merchants  in  Boston, 
are  not  the  wealthiest  among  those  connected  with  the  trftdd  to 
China?— They  are. 

1689.  Do  they  continue  to  have  the  same  reputation  Ibr 
wealth  that  they  used  to  have  ?^ The  Boston  merchants  do  : 
there  have  been  several  of  the  New  York  merchants  connectfid 
with  the  China  trade  who  have  failed. 
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lefQ.  When  st  Caoiton,  did  you  uoderataiid  that  the  Ameri-  2  M«r.  iiut. 
cans  leoeiTed  anj  protectioo  mm  the  East-India  Companj't        *"*", 
FactoTf  ?— I  never  aodemcM>d  that  ihey  receiired  anj  protection.  ^^'  ^  *'''•'••• 

1691.  Suppodng  that  Factory  were  withdrawn,  do  you  thmk 
that  the  aituation  of  the  Americana  wouM  he  worse  or  better 
than  it  ia  at  present  ? — I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  well :  I 
csmot  say  that  it  woukl  be  worse  or  better,  but  it  would  make 

00  diibrance. 

1698.  la  the  American  trade  popular  with  the  Chinese  ?— I 
bdiere  it  ia. 

IWS.  Ia  it  as  much  so  as  that  of  the  East-India  Company  ?— > 

1  believe  that  the  reason  why  the  Chinese  favour  the  American 
trsde  is  on  acooont  of  the  great  qilhotity  of  specie  that  is 
brooght  there :  the  Company  have  imported  larse  quantities  of 
goods.  I  suppose  the  only  preference  would  be,  which  trade 
they  firand  most  beneficial  to  themselves. 

16Mw  Do  you  know  any  thing  respecting  the  British  manu- 
fiicturea  taken  from  this  country  by  tne  Americans? — Nothhiff ; 
I  have  frequently  seen  the  goods  there,  but  had  nothing  to  do 


1095.  Do  you  know  whether  those  goods  generally  pay  duties, 
vbcdier  they  are   smuggled  into  China?— I  beliere  they 

*^  pay  duty;  except,  m  some  cases,  officers  going  might 

I  a  small  investment :  but  the  respectable  merchants,  I 
would  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  smuggling. 
1990.  The  respectable  merchants,  either  British  or  American  ? 

1997.  Were  you  ever  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  ?— Never, 
atWinisi  than  carrying  a  few  casks  on  freight. 

1999.  Do  you  know  whether  the  animals  from  which  the  furs 
mt  got  have  considerably  diminislied  in  quantity? — The  sea 
aCter  haa,  considerably ;  t^  land  furs  perhaps  not  much. 

1699.  Do  you  know  of  the  arrival  of  any  ships  in  China 
hringmg  furs  from  the  north-west  coast  of  America? — The 
penoo  that  owned  mv  ship  had  a  ship  which  arrived  in  Canton 
vtule  I  was  there  with  furs. 

1709*  At  the  present  moment,  is  a  smaller  quantity  of  furs 
than  heretofore  brought  into  the  market  of  Canton  ? — A  smaller 
fantity  of  the  sea  oUer ;  perhaps  of  the  other  furs  there  are 
Si  many. 

1701.  Do  you  know  whether  furs,  and  warm  clothing  of  that 
^miiHioo,  ia  in  much  request  in  China  ? — It  is.  All  the  Chi- 
BSK  ttml  can  afford  it,  generally  wear  woollens  or  camlets  lined 
with  furs^  in  Jthe  neighbourhood  of  Canton. 

1702  During  tlie  whole  year,  or  a  part  of  the  year  ? — Dur- 
■g  a  part  o€  tht  year;  during  the  cold  season,  from  March  to 
April 
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1703.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  cold  at  that  period  ? — There 
is  ;  I  havtj  seen  it  freeze  in  the  Canton  river  at  night. 

1704'.  What  is  the  latitude  ?  —Between  22  and  23  degrees. 

1705.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  American  ships  comtDg  to 
Can  too  are  occasionally  in  the  habit  of  running  across  to  the 
Philippines,  and  bringing  back  rice  to  China  ? — It  is  frequently 
the  case. 

1706.  Do  they  derive  any  advantage  from  it? — They  save 
what  is  called  in  China  the  cumshaw  nieasurement>  which  b  the 
ship  duty. 

1707.  What  does  that  mean  ? — It  is  a  present ;  it  is  levied  on 
the  ship  ;  it  is  a  tonnage  duty. 

1708.  What  is  tlie  amount  of  it  ? — On  my  vesse!  it  is  ave- 
raged from  4»500  to  4,800  dollars. 

1709.  In  fact»  do  the  Chinese  favour  the  admission  of  raw 
produce  from  other  countries  ? — Of  rice  in  particular. 

1710.  Is  not  that  part  of  the  port  charges  which  la  called  the 
cumshaw  the  same  for  every  ship  ? — I  believe  it  is, 

1711.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  it:  is  it  1,900  tales? 
— ^It  is  somewhere  not  tar  from  that. 

1712.  Is  not  that  part  of  the  duty  calculated  according  to 
the  distance  bt;tvveen  the  foremost  part  of  the  mizenmast  and 
the  aftermost  part  of  the  foremast? — Between  the  centre  of  the 
mizenmast  and  the  centre  of  the  foremast  in  lengthy  and  the 
breadth  from  the  middle  of  the  mainmast  to  the  side  of  the 
ship,  half  the  breadth  :  a  vessel  with  two  masts  is  measured  from 
the  end  of  the  tiller  to  the  foremast. 

1713.  What  IS  the  rate  of  freight  between  Boston  and  Can- 
ton ?^ — The  usual  rate,  where  a  vessel  has  bt  en  taken  up,  has  been 
heretofore  about  40  dollars  a  ton  measurement  for  the  voyage 
out  and  home,  A  ship-owner  will  carry  out  specie,  and  take 
Iiome  the  goods  at  40  dolhirs  a  ton  measurement ;  or  on  nan- 
keens 9  per  cent,  on  the  hhip  :  on  silk  goods,  G,j  percent. 

1714.  Does  that  cover  all  the  charges  ?— That  covers  all 
the  chaj'ges  ;  because  we  buy  the  goods  free  of  expense,  dch*- 
verahle  on  board. 

17 15.  Does  that  cover  the  port  charges  in  Canton  ?— They 
are  paid  by  the  shi[iper  out  of  that,  except  some  small  charge 
for  Factory  hire, 

1716.  Is  the  insurance  included  in  that  ?— The  insurance  is 
not  included. 

1717.  What  is  the  rate  of  eommiision  paid  on  the  purchase 
of  teas  ? — Two  to  2^  per  cent,  upon  the  invoice  price. 

1718.  To  whom  is  it  paid  ?~To  the  supercargoes  or  mer- 
chants there.  Some  do  the  business  at  %  and  some  at  2| 
per  cent. 

1719.  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  paid  by  the  British  there 
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b? — I  do  not.    I  hare  understood  that  the  British  merdiants  s  Umw.  leea 

redding  there  did  the  country  huiinett  ar  5  per  cent.  

1780.  Sofiponng  a  ship  brings  a  cargo  into  Canton*  and  loads   ^'    '  ^^^^ 
with  tea  in  return,  iroula  there  be  a  commission  both  wajs  ?— 
There  would  on  the  sales  and  the  purchases. 

1721.  What  would  be  the  amount  of  that  commission  ? — A 
penoo  haTin^  the  consignment  of  goods  out  and  home  would 
probably  do  it  at  four  per  cent. ;  but  five  per  cent^  that  is,  2| 
per  cent,  each  way,  is  the  highest  commission. 

1722.  Is  the  commission  included  in  the  40  dollars  paid  for 
the  fre^t  ?»-I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is  or  not,  because  1 
never  took  any  freight  in  my  own  ship  either  out  or  home ;  but 
I  beliere  the  40  dollars  covers  it. 

I72S.  Have  you  any  English  seamen  in  your  ship's  company 
St  Canton  ?*  I  generally  have  one  or  two,  or  three  amongst  the 
eompany. 

1724.  Have  you  found  that  they  conducted  themselves  as 
well  as  the  Americans  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have  ever  seen  any 
ddnBreoce. 

1725.  How  soon  did  you  arrive  at  Canton  after  the  execution 
of  an  Italian  sailor  on  board  an  American  ship  ?— From  five  to 
eight  asooths. 

1726.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
lioo  ? — I  frequently  heard  it  stated,  and  had  it  from  the  super- 
cargo of  that  ship,  meeting  him  on  that  voyage  down  at  Angier. 

1727.  What  was  the  name  of  the  sliip?— The  Emily  of  Bal- 
tnDOfe. 

172B.  Can  you  state  any  thing  of  the  circumstance  of  that 
traiMaction  ? — I  understood  that  tlie  woman  that  was  killed  or 
drowned  was  in  a  boat  under  the  ship's  bows,  and  something 
pasmg  between  the  sailor  and  the  woman,  he  took  an  carthem 
kr  and  threw  it  at  her,  and  struck  the  wonuin  on  the  side  of  the 
head,  conseouently  she  fell  overboard,  and  mhen  she  was  taken 
■p  she  was  dead.  At  the  time  it  might  have  been  settled  for  a 
trifling  amount  of  100  or  200  dollars,  but  after  getting  to  the 
cars  of  the  Mandarins  thev  demanded  life  for  life.  It  was 
thouaht  by  the  Americans  there  that  the  sailor  did  not  intend 
to  kul  the  woman :  whether  it  was  done  in  sport  or  in  anger 
they  could  not  tell,  but  they  agreed  that  the  man  should  not 
be  given  op ;  consequently,  for  some  time  the  American  trade 
was  stopped,  and  the  Mandarins  persisted  in  demanding  the 


1729.  How  long  was  it  stopped  ?— I  cannot  tell  the  exact 
period,  but  for  some  number  of  days. 

1730.  Was  it  ever  proved  that  the  man  struck  the  woman  ? — 
I  beUeve  that  it  is  not  doubted.  I  had  it  from  the  supercargo 
of  the  ship,  that  the  jug  that  he  threw  at  her  struck  the  woman ; 
but  die  matter  was  never  properly  investigated. 
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2  M«r.  1830.       173L  Supposing  a  worn  on  to  have  been  killed  by  an  Amer&Q 

"" —         can  seaman  in   the  port  of  London,  would  not  that  American 
Co^ihA.  Coffin,  g^^jjjjjj,  bavebeen  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  this  counirypj 
— No  doubt  of  iL 

iTS2.  And  it  m  presumed  tlie  sanie  would  happen  in  Ameridi 
and  every  pari  of  the  civilized  world  ?— No  doubt. 

1733.  Do  you  know  whether  the  man  was  tortured  or  not  I 
—I  believe  he  was  not  t  he  was  very  shortly  put  to  death  aft- 
arriving.     They  got  him  by  stratagem  out  of  the  ship. 

1734.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  American  consul  resigni 
his  appointment  in  consequence  of  this  affair.  Do  you  knoil 
whether  that  was  the  case  or  not  ?— I  never  heard  that  that  wn 
the  case*  Mr.  Wilcox  was  consul  at  the  time,  and  he  wa 
consul  after  I  arrived  there ;  but  being  a  man  of  considerabli 
business  there^  the  consulship  was  rather  a  plague  to  him,  m 
he  never  took  any  fees  for  depositing  ship  papers,  and  cert& 
fying  the  landing  certificates  and  invoices  shipped  from  there 
but  I  never  heard  that  he  gave  up  on  account  of  this  transact 
tion* 

1735.  When  did  he  resign  \\m  office  7- — I  should  think  it  w 
full  a  year  afterwards, 

1736.  Does  he  reside  there  now  os  consul? — He  does  nol^ 
he  is  now  in  Philadelphia. 

1737.  Is  there  any  American  consul  there  now  ? — I   am   no 
sure  whether  we  have  one  or  not.  i 

1738.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  American  consul?— W^ 
are  obliged  by  the  American  law  to  deposit  our  ship  papen 
with  him,  within  tbrty-eight  hours  of  our  arrival,  Whengood< 
are  carried  out  that  we  get  a  debenture  on,  he  signs  the  land- 
ing certificate ;  it  is  sworn  to  before  him  by  ihc  master  of  tl 
ship,  and  by  that  means  we  recover  the  debenture  in  Ameri 
and  also  when  piece-goods  are  shipped  from  Canton  which  pai 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  the  invoice  is  sworn  to  before  him  that 
is  a  fair  invoice ;  on  manufactured  goods,  the  duty  is  paid 
a  per-centagc  on  the  cost.  1] 

1739.  And  that  is  sworn  before  the  consul  at  the  port  of 
port? — It  is. 

1 740.  Does  he  exercise  any  control  over  the  American  sea 
men  ? — Not  any. 

1741.  If  any  complaint  was  made  against  any  of  the  Amerii 
can  seamen  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  would  they  apply  to 
consul  ?— They    would  not ;  they  would  apply  to  the  seciirl 
merchant, 

174-2.  Is  the  consul  recognized   by   the  Chinese  authoritJ 
at  all  ? — I  never  heard  that  he  was. 

1743.  Are  any  of  the  other  consuls  recognized? — I   belli 
none  of  them  are  recognized  by  the  Chinese  authorities. 
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17ii.  Does  the  Chinete  gOTernoiefit  recognnt  the  exitunce   i  Mm.  lOO. 

of  tlie Compeajt FecUNy  ?— I  believe  not;  it  it  like  the  other         

tndew  avi.^cutb^ 

1745.  Do  joo  underttAnd  that  the  number  of  Americn  thipe 
trading  to  Canton  hat  latterly  decreased  ? — It  has. 

1746.  What  if  the  reaaon  of  that  ? — Owinff  to  the  Dutch 
potting  a  noaiber  of  thipe  in  the  trade ;  there  have  been  tome 
of  the  German  dimt  of  late  put  in  under  the  Austrian  fliu^,  from 
Uaoiborgh  nd  Bremen :  and  also  owing  to  the  En^sh  im- 
porting teat  into  Canada ;  heretofore*  I  believe,  Canada  wat 
praidpallj  supplied  with  teat  from  America. 

1747.  Do  JOO  apprehend  that  the  ill  success  of  vojages  to 
CaatOQ  hat  wen  tlie  cause  of  anj  part  of  that  decrease  ? — I  do 
Bol  thaak  the  trade  for  the  Ust  three  or  four  jrears  has  been  so 
lucrative  at  it  wat  heretofore. 

1748.  Are  jou  not  of  opinion  that,  supposing  that  trade  were 
conducted  upon  proper  prmctplesy  and  confined  within  reasona- 
ble limitty  the  trade  would  be  conducted  profitably  now  at  it 
wat  heretofore  ? — I  do  not  know  why  it  thould  not.  Smce  the 
seneral  peaoe»  commercial  trade  throughout  the  world  hat  been 
lest  lucrative  of  late  yeart. 

1749.  Have  other  branches  of  trade  from  die  United  Statet 
decreated  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  trade  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  China? — The  East-India  trade  has  decreased 
to  other  places  fully  as  much  as  it  has  to  China  and  Brazil. 

1750.  From  the  United  States  to  Eiurope  and  other  parts  of 
the  wmid,  is  the  trade  less  now  than  it  was  some  years  ago  ? — 
I  tUok  not  to  Europe :  the  European  and  West-India  trade  is 
canied  on  at  much  at  ever  it  wat. 

1751.  And  to  at  much  advantage  ? — I  think  not. 

1752.  Taking  the  trade  generally  in  the  United  States,  is 
not  the  profit  now  realized  by  the  merchants  less  than  it  was 
tMBe  jeart  ago  ? — I  thould  think  contiderably  less. 

175S.  It  there  contiderable  competition  in  carrying  on  the 
firagn  trade  in  America? — ^There  is. 

1754b  Csn  you  ttate  the  quantity  of  tea  that  used  to  be 
fnniithed  by  the  Americana  to  Canada  ? — I  cannot  state  pre- 
dtdy;  I  aboiild  think  it  wat  about  three  or  four  ships*  cargoes 
of  400  toot. 

1755.  Wat  not  a  great  miantity  carried  in  by  the  tmuggling 
Uade?— It  wat  not  allowea  in  any  other  way. 

1756.  Therefore  it  it  difficult  to  ettimate  the  amount  of  it  ?«- 
hit. 

1757.  What  port  charget  did  you  pay  in  China  ?  — Including 
Ftctory  expentet  and  the  thip*t  expenses,  between  7,000  and 
8|000  dollars  usually  on  my  ship;  that  is,  including  the  ctunslmw, 
aiid  the  piloting^  and  the  victualling  of  the  ship. 
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fl  Mtr.  1830.        1756.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  enabled  to  load  and 

-— *         unload  and  depart  from  Canton  river  in  fifteen  days;  what  was 
Cnpi.  A.  Coffiru  ^^  longest  time  you  have  ever  employed  m  doing  that  ? — Tliree 
months  and  a  half,  one  voyage ;  I  arrived  there  just  before  the 
great  fire  took  place, 

1759.  If  that  fire  had  not  taken  place,  how  long  should  you 
have  been  ? — Probably  five  or  six  weeks.  The  average  is  about 
five  or  BiK  weeks  with  the  Boston  ships  and  the  New  York 
ships ;  but  the  Philadt^lphia  ships  usually  stay  longer ;  they 
generally  wait  till  their  silk  goods  are  manufactured:  they  have 
a  great  many  shipjiers,  and  frequently  will  send  two  or  three 
supercargoes.  A  person  putting  in  100>000  dollars  sends  a 
person  to  manage  the  business,  and  another  person  sends 
another :  there  are  a  great  number  of  shareholders,  and  their 
trade  is  different,  so  that  there  is  generally  some  delay  caused 
byit. 

1760.  Do  the  Philadelphia  ships  export  more  silk  manufac- 
tured goods  from  Canton  than  the  Boston  ships? — I  think 
tliey  do. 

176L  You  stated  that  the  American,  China,  and  India  trade 
has  been  a  losing  trade  for  some  years ;  will  not  the  loss  of  the 
Canadian  trade  and  the  Dutch  trade  account  for  that? — I 
should  think  it  would  in  a  great  measure. 

1762.  Those  two  branches  having  been  a  great  outlet  for  the 
American  trade  ? — I  think  so. 

176S.  Have  you  traded  with  Calcutta?— I  have, 

1764  Can  you  state  what  the  port  charges  there  would 
amount  to,  including  all  the  items  you  t-ake  into  your  cidcula- 
tion  in  the  port  charges  at  Canton?— It  would  depend  ujmn  the 
length  of  time  tliat  tlie  vessel  laid  in  Calcutta:  1  lay  oif  about 
three  months  in  Calcutta.  The  port  charges  altogether,  with  a 
vessel  of  about  the  same  size,  would  be  between  5,000  and 
6^000  dollars,  including  factory  rent  and  expenses. 

1765.  Do  you  conceive  that  there  is  any  advantage  in  carry* 
ing  on  the  China  trade  with  large  ships  of  1,200  tons  burden  ? 
^1  could  not  say*  The  Americans  began  to  build  some  large 
ships,  as  large  as  900  tons,  but  they  are  out  of  the  trade  now ; 
whether  they  found  them  answer  I  cannot  say.  There  was  one 
called  the  Washington,  of  900  tons,  which  made  two  voyages  to 
China,  and  then  she  was  put  out  of  the  trade. 

1766.  From  wliat  port  did  she  sail  ?— From  New  York- 

1767.  Did  she  engage  in  any  other  trade? — She  did.  The  last 
that  I  heard  of  her  was  in  the  Liverpool  trade,  carrying  cotton. 

1766.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  average  size? — From 
40O  to  600  tons, 

1769.  From  your  experience  in  that  trade,  should  you  say 
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thtt  a  ship  from  400  to  600  tons  burden  wmt  the  best  tise  ?-^I  e  Um,  IKSe. 
aboold  thmk  thej  were  as  good  as  anj  stse.  

1770.  Is  tKe  revenue  derired  by  the  United  States  from  the  ^^'  ^'  ^^^ 
doties  on  tea  large  ?»It  is  considerable ;  I  think  about  two 

mOlions  of  dollars. 

1771.  Do  jou  know  whether  it  is  one  of  the  largest  itemt  of 
dntj  ? — I  belieTe  it  is  the  largest  of  all  our  trade. 

1772.  Is  there  a  drawback  upon  re-exportation  ? — There  is. 

177S.  Do  JOU  include  the  amount  of  the  drawback? — Ko» 
Aat  ia  whai  b  actually  paid,  the  net  duty. 

1774.  Is  the  revenue  derived  to  the  United  Sutes  from  tea 
iacreasag  or  not?— I  should  think  it  had  fallen  off  since  the 
Canada  trade ;  because  the  duty  on  the  tea  that  went  into 
Canada  was  paid  in  the  United  Sutes. 

1775.  Do  you  think  there  is  at  present  any  smuggling  of  tea 
into  Canada  irom  the  United  Sutes?— 1  should  think  there  was 
not  much. 

1776.  Should  vou  say  that  the  revenue  derived  by  the  United 
States  Irofn  tea  is  likely  to  continue  increasing  or  to  fall  olf? — 
If  the  same  tariff  continues,  I  should  think  it  would  increase, 
as  the  use  of  tea  increases  as  the  number  of  inhabitanu  in- 

1777.  Do  you  understand  whether  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
the  oollecdon  of  the  tea  revenue  in  the  United  States  ?—  I  never 
beard  of  any  difficulty. 

1778.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  smuggling  o^  tea?  — I 
have ;  one  case  particularly,  by  a  person  oi  the  name  of  Thomp* 
son. 

1779.  Is  the  smuggling  of  tea  carried  on  extensively  in  the 
United  Sutes?- 1  believe  not. 

17S0.  Are  you  aware  that  the  duty  on  congo  tea  has  been 
nodi  larger  in  proportion  than  the  duty  on  any  other  tea  im* 
ported  ?~ It  has  been  larger,  taking  into  consideration  the  cost 
of  the  article. 

1781.  Has  not  iU  consumplioa  in  the  United  Sutes  decreased 
nodi  in  consequence  of  tne  increased  duty  ? — I  cannot  say 
diat  the  consumption  has  decreased  on  that  account.  I  think 
that  the  consumption  of  different  kinds  oi  hyson  tea  has  in- 
creased ;  it  perhaps  may  be  from  the  fancy  of  the  people  drink- 
ing it. 

1782.  Can  you  sUte  to  what  porU  of  the  United  Sutes  the 
inportation  of  tea  is  now  open  ? — To  every  port  where  there  is 
I  custom-house. 

1788.  Can  you  sUte  any  circumsUnces  connected  with  an 
American  ship  freiahted  by  British  merchants  from  Buenos 
Ayres  to  Canton  ?  —  I  recollect  one  ship,  a  ship  called  the  Pkmther, 
Captain  Bowers,  which  was  taken  up  at  Buenos  Ayres,  went  to 
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2  Mar.  1830.  Catiton  for  a  voyage;  she  made  two  voyages  ;  one  year  in  par- 
ticular,  I  fay  next  to  her,  and  was  very  intimate  with  the  captain 

W**'  ^'  ^W^'  Qf  her.  That  ship  went  out  from  the  United  States  with  a  cargo 
of  flour  and  some  specie  on  board,  to  land  her  flour  at  Buenos 
Ay  res  and  to  proceed  on  to  Canton*  Tht?re  was^  I  believe,  an 
Engl*h  nierdjant  and  some  Spanish  house  there  that  wanted  to 
take  up  a  ship  to  go  to  CantoOi  aiul  they  found  they  could  not 
send  an  English  ship  there*  and  cousequently  they  took  up  this 
American  ship,  and  paid  her  a  very  large  charier, 

1784.  Do  you  know  what?— ^I  tliink  it  was  28,000  dollars  for 
the  voyage,  and  the  owners  of  the  ship  paid  the  factory  expenses 
in  Canton. 

1785.  What  was  the  size  of  tlie  ship  ? — Something  less  than 
400  tons. 

1786.  Were  not  the  freights  paid  upon  that  ship  particularly 
high  ? — They  were  considered  very  high. 

1787.  Do  the  American  ships  go  to  Whampoa?  — They  do. 

1788.  Do  they  invariably  go  there? --Not  invariiibly;  some 
of  the  ships  stop  at  Lin  ten  and  put  their  specie  on  board  o^ 
another  ship  that  is  going  up»  and  go  over  to  Manilla  tor  rice  or 
some  other  cargo,  and  return  while  the  cargo  is  getting  ready. 

1789.  Is  not  the  course  of  trade,  in  such  cases  where  there 
are  cargoes  on  hoard,  to  make  arrangements  wtih  the  Hong 
merchants  for  the  purchase  of  them  ? — I  never  heard  of  it.  1 
believe  that  the  goods  have  to  go  up  to  Whampoa  before  they 
can  sell  them;  except  the  article  of  opium,  which  is  not  allowed, 

1790.  Is  not  the  practice  of  the  American  ships  to  discharge 
part  of  their  cargoes  before  they  go  to  Whampoa  ? — No. 

179L  Do  they  break  bulk  ?— Generally  not, 

1792.  Are  there  exceptions? — There  are  some  cxceptioni. 

1793.  How  does  the  cargo  so  discharged  6nd  its  way  into 
China?— By  the  agency  of  the  American  merchants  there. 

1794.  Not  of  the  Hong  merchants? — I  think  not. 

1795.  Are  not  you  aware  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  contraband  trade  carried  on  through  the  means  stated  in  the 
previous  question  ?  — In  the  trade  of  opium  there  is  considerable, 

1796.  The  question  refers  to  other  articles  besides  optuni  ? — 
1  know  there  is  some,  but  1  cannot  tell  the  amount. 

1797.  You  are  aware  that  a  considerable  number  of  ships 
proceed  from  ports  in  Great  Britain  to  China  laden  with  British 
goods  ;  how  are  tliey  disposed  of?— They  are  generally  sold  to 

y  the  Hong  merchants  and  other  merchants. 

1798.  Are  they  disc?iarged  in  the  river  below  Whampoa?— I 
believe  they  are  generally  discharged  at  Whampoa.  1  cannot 
say  that  rt  is  universally  tiie  case. 

1799.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  that  all  private  resident 
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■genu  are  connected  with  the  illicit  trade  in  China? -I  think   s  lfw.l830. 

thajr  are  not.    I  think  Mr.  Cushion  it  not,  and  tome  other  mer-         

chanta.      1  nerer  myself  had  any  thing  to  the  amount  of  £100  ^^-  ^  ^V»- 
■noggliiig  on  board  of  my  ship,  or  anj  iUidt  trade. 

1800.  Do  jou  not  helieve  that  the  smuggling  trade  is  carried 
on  to  a  great  extent  from  ships  bearing  the  American  flag  going 
to  China  ? — Excepting  in  opium,  I  do  not  think  it  is  to  much 
extent. 

1801.  If  JOU  agreed  to  receire  goods  on  freight  in  your  vessel 
of  897  tons,  for  how  many  tons  could  you  obtain  payment  ?— 
Aboaf  600  tons. 

1802.  What  would  be  the  result  in  a  Dutch  vessel  of  397  tons? 
— They  carry  about  as  much  as  our  ships. 

1803.  In  an  English  ship  what  would  it  be  ? — I  should  think 
the  English  ships  generally  carry  better. 

1804.  In  what  proportion?— Perhaps  something  like  ten  per 
cent. 

1805).  You  are  speaking  of  English  merchant  vessels,  and  not 
of  die  Company's  vessels?— Not  the  Company's  vessels. 

1806.  Do  you  consider  your  property  as  secure  in  your  vessel, 
Baf%ated  by  eighteen  men,  as  m  a  Dutch  vessel  navigated  by 
tventj-aeven  men  ? — Much  more  so. 

1807.  From  whence  does  that  arise  ?— I  think  we  have  smarter 


1806.  And  should  you  say  the  same  in  reference  to  an  English 
vosd  navisated  by  twenty- two  men  ? — I  think  we  are  equally 
safe.  I  thmk  the  price  of  the  premiums  would  answer  that 
qoestioD  better  than  any  thing  else.  There  are  no  ships  that 
tail  that  are  insured  so  cheap  as  the  American,  particularly  to 
the  East-Indies  and  China. 

1809.  What  reason  have  ^ou  for  believing  that  a  vessel  would 
be  as  secure  navigated  by  eighteen  Americans  as  by  twenty-two 
EngUsb  ? — If  an  American  ship-master  is  known  to  get  intoxi- 
ctted  they  will  not  insure  his  vessel ;  consequently,  he  must  be 
t  respectable  man,  and  he  frequently  has  the  management  of  the 
bosineaa ;  but  I  believe  in  most  other  ships  you  find  there  is 
not  so  much  attention  paid  to  the  capability  of  the  master  and 
OBcera. 

1810.  Do  you  know  the  rate  of  insurance  in  London  as  well 
ai in  America? — I  do  not. 

181 1.  You  have  stated  the  prices  of  the  several  denominations 
of  teas  in  China ;  are  you  not  aware  that  there  arc  many  grada- 
tioos  of  character  in  all  the  denominations  of  teas,  such  as  congo 
tad  bobea,  and  other  sorts? — There  is  quite  a  difference. 

1812.  To  what  quality  do  the  prices  you  have  given  apply; 
to  the  best  or  the  lowest  quality  ? — To  about  the  middling 
^oafitj ;  not  to  the  meanest  or  the  best. 
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9  iM*r.  1830.        IBIS.  You  have  stated^  that  in  yom  purchases  of  teas  jou 
— ^         have  seen  the  Company's  mark  covered  over,  and  that  you  have 
Capi.  A.C^in.  l>ought  those  teas  ? — Those  teas  have  been  shipped  in  American 
vessels  which  had  been  termed  by  the  Hong  merchants  Com- 
pany's teas- 

1814.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company ''s  teas  undergo  a 
very  strict  inspection? — I  beheve  they  do:  1  am  not  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  the  manner  of  that  hispection. 

1815,  What  must  you  then  have  inferred  from  the  Company's 

rmark  being  on  the  teas;  should  you  not  infer  that  they  were 
rejected  teas?^ — I  do  not  think,  they  were :  I  tliink  it  was  that 
the  Hong  merchant,  wanting  some  ready  money*  found  the 
easiest  way  to  realize  it  was  to  sell  the  teas  to  the  Americans. 
1816i  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  Company  pay 
ready  money  or  not? — I  believe  they  generally  pay  a  part  in 
merchandize. 

1817.  Are  chests  that  have  the  Company's  mark  upon  them 
preferred  by  you  to  those  that  have  no  such  mark  ? — Not  ex- 
cept the  tea  is  actually  better.  Tl>e  Company's  lea»  I  believe^ 
is  generally  considered  better,  or  it  bears  rather  a  higher  price 
than  the  other  teas. 

1818.  Are  you  a  judge  of  the  article  of  tea  yourself? — I  can- 
not say  that  I  am  a  judge  of  it ;  but  so  much  so,  that  I  have 
been  trusted  with  the  buying  of  two  cargoes. 

1B19.  When  you  say  the  Company  s  teas  are  supposed  to  be 
better,  do  you  apply  that  to  all  kinds  of  teas  ? — Not  to  the 
green  teas ;  I  had  reference  to  the  black  teas^  the  souchongs 
and  congos. 

1820,  What  was  the  result  of  your  adventure,  that  you  gave 
an  account  ofj  to  Amsterdam  ? — ^The  two  first  voyages,  in 
1822  and  1823,  were  profitable ;  the  other  merely  gave  the 
ship  a  freight;  there  was  no  loss  on  it. 

182L  Can  you  state  how  much  was  the  per-centage  of  profit 
upon  the  two  voyages  ? — ^I  cannot  tell ;  perhaps  something  like 
20  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  investment, 

1822.  Has  there  been  any  continuance  of  that  trade  ? — I 
have  not  been  in  that  trade  since* 

1923.  Why  did  you  not  continue  in  that  trade  ? — It  was 
found  not  so  profitable,  and  we  entered  into  a  trade  with  other 
parts  of  India. 

1824.  Can  you  state    whether  any  other  ships  sailed  about 

tlhe  time  you  speak  of? — There  were  several,  but  I  cannot  give 
the  result  of  the  voyages. 

1825.  Who  was  the  owner  of  your  ship  ? — Theodore  Lyntao, 
of  Boston. 

1826.  What  was  your  last  voyage  ? — To  Siam. 

1827.  Is  the  tea  you  purchased   for    the   Dutch  markets  in 
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^encril  equtl  or  tupmor  Mi  wlmt  jou  purchaHld  Ibrllie  A  mm-   i  M^.  l| 
c«l?^We  generally  endeavour  la  get  belter  lea  for  die  naidl  ^^ 

norket  tlian  lor  ihe  Ainerican  niiirkct :  tern  that  U  irlrcted  tak  ^^'^  ^ 
llie  Dotch  ntfirkcu 

ld2H.  la  it  better  or  irorae  than  ibai  nMiUljr  telected  hy  tilt 
Comjpmttj  for  the  Cn|^i»h  market  ?— I  thould  tliink  it  ti  nemdf 
tm  aamc  quality. 

1889L  What  iraa  the  oroportioo  of  ten  to  the  other  artidea 
in  the  refttrn  cafgo?— Abovt  tiirat-^uorten  of  the  aiBounl  of 
•be  wbde  iovotoe  bat  generally  been  toaa. 
ld90L  And  how  much  in  bii]k7  -  Ni—  Imlha  of  the  bulk. 
I8SL  Had  you  not  tome  other  artidea  beaidea  tea  ?    Yea, 
■Miofiictttred  ttlks.  nmhtiM,  CMaio. 

16921.  If  a  ihip  were  laden  wUh  tea  entirety,  nould  not  m 
larfe  ahtp  of  1200  tons  be  pfrferalile  tn  ttnwr  teaH;hctt«  ou\y  ?-— 
Geocnlljr  >  ^hip,  at  she  incTea»e»  in  lize*  will  ttow  more 
miemAwg  to  her  tonnage  than  a  amall  veateL 

1833.  Haw  many  pooodi  of  tea  do  you  cdcubte  a  ton  to 
carry?  — 1  should  thmk  between  7M  and  800  ;  but  the  cheata 
are  alt  aboot  «i  equal  size,  and  we  count  ten  chest*  to  meaaure 
(on.  it  doe$  not  vary  much  from  forty  cubic  feet* 
19M*  Are  not  the  duties  at  Canton  much  larger  in  propoftiotf 
i  0Ball  eeaiela  than  upon  large  ? — They  are ;  and,  I  Wlieve. 
W  the  aanie  on  all :  they  arc  eltt»ied  in  three  different 
the  firat,  second,  and  third  claas* 
.  Are  you  or  not  of  opinion  that  a  ship  of  MO  or  60^ 
>  bortlten*  with  reference  to  the  bars  and  shoals  in  the  rirer 
rCaAton^  and  approaching  the  river,  is  much  better  adapted 
e  trade  than  a  ship  of   1200   tons,  which  draws  so  much 

water?— There  is  little  or  no  risk  tin    *- f^  to  the  hara 

e  river:  then    there  are   two  bars*  ('ofnfjony'a 

erally  go  below  before  they  load  ennrvjv  ;  they  lake  in 
«ir  cargo  at  Wham poa,  and    then  proceed  down  the 
to  tilt  atoood  bar  to  load* 

Art  oot  phipf  of  600  tons  able  to  go  up  to  Whampoa 
I  in  the  whole  of  their  cargo  thaet? — A  ship  of  (SOO  or 
(  might  do  II 
I8S7*  Were  yoit  at  Canton  in  the  year  1881  ?  - 1  was  not. 
1838.  Did  you  go  in  1822  ?— I  did. 

18S9.  Did  you  hear  whether,  in  consequence  of  the  event 

t  mtntjoned  of  a  woman  bcii\^  killed  bv  an  Italian  sailor, 

AsMerieans   were  not  treated  exactly   toe  same  as  they 

been   before? — 1  have  not   heard  that  it  has  injured   the 

cter  of  the  Americans, 

18^0.  is  the  American  flag  hoisted  at  the  consuFs  house  at 

I?- 1  believe  not  since  the  fire  in  1822,  when  the  fla^* 

'ir»  burnt  down.     There  is  a  f^-staif  that  stands  out  m 
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8  Mat-  1830.   front  of  the  factory,  where  it  is  hoisted>  but  I  believe  it  is  not 
"^^         universally  %ingr  if  there  is  a  consul  there,  it  is  optional  with 
Q^.  A,  Cgin,  IjIi^^  whether* he  will  hoist  it  or  noL 

184L  Does  be  hoist  ii  ?— I  have  seen  k  boisteih  and  there 
have  been  times  when  it  has  not  been  lioisted;  but  it  is  left  at 
his  own  option. 

1842.  Have  you  heard  of  any  mutinies  on  board  the  Ameri- 
can sbips  in  the  Canton  river  ?^ — ^1  have,  among  the  sailors. 

1843.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  authority  interfering  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  any  thing  of  that  kind  ?  I  never  knew  any 
authority  interfere ;  it  is  generally  managed  among  the  otiier 
Aniencans. 

1844.  Had  they  any  communication  with  the  authorities? — 
Tliey  had  no  conmiunication  with  the  authorities*  I  never 
heard  that  the  Chinese  would  interfere  in  case  of  any  difficulty 
on  board  a  foreign  ship. 

1845.  Have  you  never  heard  tliat  the  Company's  Factory 
there  have  communieations  with  the  government? — I  cannot 
say  whether  they  have  or  not 

1846.  You  know  that  the  Americans  have  not  ? — I  believe 
they  have  not. 

1847.  Do  you  know  wlicther  there  was  a  trial  of  the  Italian 
sailor? — I  believe  there  was  no  triah  The  Americans  re- 
fused to  give  him  up,  and  consequently  the  trade  was  stopped. 
The  Hong  merchants  wishing  that  the  trade  should  go  on,  had 
told  tlie  captain  and  supercargo  of  ihe  ship  that  if  they  would 
give  the  man  up  to  go  to  Canton  to  be  examined  he  shouEd  be 
returned  again,  and  the  Hong  merchants  s^id  lliat  the  Man- 
darins had  promised  that  that  should  be  the  case;  consequently 
the  captain  and  supercargo  allowed  the  man  to  go  down,  and 
in  a  few  momenta  after  he  landed  at  Canton  he  was  strangled, 
and  they  sent  word  that  they  could  take  him  away  and  bury  him. 

1848-  Had  the  captain  and  the  supercargo  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  he  would  not  liave  a  fair  trial? — They  had  no  reason. 
I'he  Hong  merchants  said  that  they  were  deceived  by  the 
Mandarins.  A  feu'  days  after  that  the  ^Vmerican  trade  went 
on  as  usual. 

1849,  Do  you  suppose  that  they  were  not  before  aware  of 
the  nature  oi  Chinese  justice;  that  they  did  not  know  that  they 
were  not  perfectly  just,  like  other  nations,  in  their  trial  of 
prisoners  ?^ — I  believe  the  captain  and  the  supercargo  of  the  ship 
Ijad  no  doubt  but  that  the  man  would  be  returned  to  the  ship 
again  after  he  was  examined. 

1850.  Is  that  fact  now  pretty  well  known  among  the  Ameri- 
can ship-owners? — Yes. 

185  L  It  is  presumed  that  they  do  not  continue  in  their 
former  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  Chinese  modes  of  justice? 
— No»  I  suspect  not. 
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1852.  Do  you  know  of  the  agreemenu  made  with  respect  to   t  Mar.  1830. 
the  purchase  of  teat  by  Americans  bcine  regulated  by  the  price         ~~ 
given  by  the  Company  ? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  ^^^  ^  O^. 
transactions. 

1H5S.  Do  you  think  that  a  trade  with  an  assorted  cargo  could 
be  carried  on  with  any  thing  like  the  advantage  q{  a  trade  in 
vhich  the  outward  cargo  consists  oi  dollars?-*!  believe  the 
Chinese  like  dollars  better  than  they  do  almost  any  thing  else. 

1854.  Have  not  the  Americans  carried  on  that  trade  almost 
entirely  since  ?— Mostly :  some  of  our  ships  have  taken  British 
manufactures. 

1855.  Have  they  found  themselves  the  better  for  it?— I 
cannot  say,  having  myself  nothing  to  do  with  those  transactions. 
Merdmnts  geneially  keep  those  things  pretty  much  to  them- 
lelves,  particularly  if  they  are  making  a  profit ;  and  if  they  are 
kising»  they  say  little  about  it. 

1856.  Do  you  know  that  that  trade  has  been  a  losing  trade  ? 
—I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  a  losing  or  a  profitable 
trade.     I  have  frequently  heard  it  discussed. 

1857.  Can  you  say,  when  it  was  discussed,  whether  it  was 
aid  to  be  a  losing  or  a  gaining  trade  ? — Tliere  is  a  house  which 
B  remaining  out  there  which  nas  received  a  good  many  British 
goods  from  Liverpod.  Mr.  Dunn  is  the  agent  there ;  and  I 
dnak  they  miut  have  made  it  profitable,  because  they  still  con- 
tiooe  to  carry  it  on. 

1858.  In  the  discussions  at  which  you  have  been  present, 
have  not  you  heard  that  it  was  a  losing  trade  ? — Latterly  they 
have  said  that  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  gained  by  it. 

1859.  Has  there  not  been  something  lost?  — I  cannot  say 
dun  there  has  been  much  lost  in  the  trade. 

1860.  Do  you  not  believe  that  it  has  been  a  losing  trade  ?— 
/  do  not  think  it  has,  generally  speaking. 

1861 .  Do  you  know  why  it  has  decreased  so  much  ? — In  the 
article  of  Bntish  manufactures  I  do  not  think  the  trade  has 
been  decreased :  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  have  been 
aa  many  British  manufactures  sent  out  in  American  ships  the 
iaat  three  or  four  years  as  the  three  or  four  years  previous. 

1862.  Have  they  been  sold  ? — I  cannot  say,  not  having  been 
there  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

1863.  Have  you  never  heard  it  discussed  whether  those 
goods  did  find  a  market  at  Canton?^!  know  that  a  consider* 
able  quantity  has  found  a  market ;  whether  all  that  has  been 
carried  out,  1  cannot  say. 

1864.  Did  you  not  hear  that  it  was  at  very  low  prices?— I 
cannot  say  whether  the  person  was  making  a  profit  or  loss :  at 
the  time  1  was  there  it  was  considered  profitable. 

1865.  When  were  you  there  hut  ?-*In  1824. 
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1866*  Since  that  time  have  you  heard  the  matter  dUcusaed? 

1867.  Then  you  cannot  say  whether  it  has  been  a  losing 
trade  since  that  time? — I  can  say  nothing  ypon  that. 

1868.  U  there  any  article  of  manufacture  in  the  United  States 
which  IS  calculated  for  the  India  or  the  Chma  market  ?— There 
is  the  article  of  white  cotton  goods. 

1869.  Has  that  been  sent  out  in  large  quantities?— There 
have  been  considerable  shipments  made  to  China. 

1870.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  the  Chinese  government  was 
anxious  to  increase  its  foreign  trade  ? — I  believe  they  are  aware 
of  the  advantages  of  a  foreign  trade. 

1871.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  as  desirous  as  Amcricai 
or  England,  or  Holland  would  be,  to  increase  their  foreign 
trade? — I  should  think  very  likely  they  would.  They  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  advantages  of  a  foreign  trade  as  well  as  other 
people. 

1872.  Have  they  any  ehipping  carrying  merchandize  ta 
foreign  ports  of  Europe  or  America?— Their  shipping  carry 
merchandize,  but  not  to  Europe  or  America 

1873.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  demand  for  fine  teas  in- 
creased, the  supf)Iy  could  be  readily  brougbt  up  to  reach  such 
demand  ? — t  caimot  answer  that  question,  having  so  little  know-' 
ledge  of  the  way  in  wliich  the  teas  are  manufactured* 

1871.  Do  you  believe  that  an  additional  number  of  ship« 
trading  to  Canton  would  lower  the  profits  so  much  as  to  render 
the  trade  a  bad  one  to  c«irry  on  ?— I  should  think  a  considerable 
increase  of  trade  there  would  lower  the  profits. 

1875.  Are  the  American  traders  to  China  alarmed  lest  the 
British  trade  with  China  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  public? 
— I  think  not, 

1876,  Have  you  been  at  Sincapore  and  Siam?— I  have 

1877,  Have  you  found  any  quantity  of  Chinese  junks  there  ? 
— At  Siam  a  large  quantity, 

1878.  What  quantity  have  you  ever  seen  there  at  one  time  ? 
— I  should  think  eighty, 

1879,  Of  what  size? — Some  of  them  would  carry  700  or  800 
tons,  and  some  others  perhaps  200  or  300. 

1880.  Do  those  junks  carry  on  an  extensive  trade  with  dif* 
ferent  parts  of  China  besides  Canton? — They  are  principally 
from  other  parts  ;  very  few  from  Canton^ 

1881,  Do  they  import  teas  in  any  considerable  quantiti^ 
into  Siam  ? — They  do. 

1882.  What  amount  of  teas  do  you  think  at  any  one  Ume 
you  have  known  to  he  in  Siam,  imported  by  those  junks  ?— * 
That  would  be  ft  difficult  question. 
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186S.  Did  Toa  find  wnr  Chioete  tea  there?— A  large  quan-   3  Mar.  laso. 
tity.     I  should  have  no  difficulty  at  any  time  in  loading  ooo»         -^ 
two,  or  three  ihipa  of  the  tiae  that  1  had  there.  <^'  ^-  Ct^bL 

18M.  What  quality  of  tea  ?— Principally  black  teat :  souchons 
and  congo  of  very  good  quality. 

1885.  Have  you  ever  bought  any  tea  there  ?-.Only  for  my 
ship's  uae. 

1888.  What  did  rou  find  to  be  the  price  of  the  tame  quah'ty 
of  tea*  aa  compared  with  that  which  you  purchated  at  Canton  r 
—The  price  was  very  little  increased  above  what  1  could  get  the 
mae  tea  firnr  at  Canton. 

1887.  Do  you  concave  that  tea  mi^ht  be  imported  into  Eng- 
land firooB  Siam,  ofwnj  of  the  eattemit  landt,  at  a  cheaper  rate 
ffaao  diat  at  whidi  it  is  now  imported  from  Canton  ?— I  should 
dank  not.  I  should  think  it  would  be  imported  cheaper  direct 
fteai  China,  unless  there  was  more  carriea  to  those  places  than 
was  wanted  for  the  supply. 

1888L  Do  you  think  that  the  communication  from  Siam  to 
the  other  ports  of  China  besides  Canton,  by  meant  of  junkt« 
aftrds  any  prospect  of  a  market  for  British  or  American  goods 
ra  China  ?^I  believe  by  the  junks  there  is  considerable  trade 
carried  on  to  all  the  ports. 

1889.  Do  not  some  of  those  junks  sail  for  the  provinces  of 
f  iangnan  and  Fokien  ?.-They  do. 

1890.  Are  not  those  provinces  where  tea  is  grown  ? — I  caa« 
sot  say  predsdy. 

1891.  Have  you  ever  been  on  board  of  a  junk  ? — Many. 

1898.  Are  you  aware  that  every  junk  contains  a  great  variety 
•f  individoal  merchants,  who  carry  their  investment  down,  and 
after  disposing  of  it  return  to  the  port  from  whence  they  came  ? 
— They  do :  a  junk  it  cut  up  into  tmall  apartmentt  and  let  out 
to  individual  merchants. 

189S.  From  what  ports  eastward  o^  Canton  on  the  Chinese 
t  do  those  junks  principally  come  ? — I  do  not  know  the 
A  of  many  of  the  ports.    Chicho  is  a  place  of  considerable 
trade ;  the  names  of  the  other  places  I  do  not  know. 

1894.  Have  YOU  on  board  of  those  junkt  bought  or  told  any 
nrtide  ?— No,  I  have  not. 

1895.  Then  you  are  not  aware  how  far  those  individuals  arc 
Afcwd  and  keen  merchanu  ?— I  have  traded  with  tlie  junk 
people  on  there,  and  they  are  very  keen  and  shrewd  in  their 
tracfe. 

1896.  What  cargoet  do  those  junkt  utually  take  back  from 
lam  and  Sincapore? — They  take  sugar,  horns,  hides,  ivory, 

and  apices ;  and  from  Sincapore  they  take  rattans  and  pepper  : 
vfaether  they  take  British  piece^oods  1  cannot  state. 
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2  Mar.  1830.        1897.  Do  you  know  whether  they  take  any  quantity  of  bides? 
— A  considerable  qiiantrty  of  hides, 

1898,  You  have  stated  that  the  Company's  large  ships  are 
obliged  from  their  size  to  go  below  llie  second  bar  in  the  Canton 
river  before  llicy  complete  iheir  cargo  ;  are  you  aware  whether 
that  incurs  a  very  considerable  increased  expense  in  loading  the 
cargo? — I  believe  It  does  not  increase  the  expense  of  loading, 

1899.  You  have  stated  that  you  believe  opium  \%  the  prindpal 
thing  tmuggied  by  the  American  ships ;  when  you  have  been 
there,  have  you  not  seen  a  number  of  English  opium-tradere 
lying  outside  the  river? — I  have  seen  one  or  two,  not  a  number; 
I  think  at  one  time  1  saw  three  Etiglish  opium  vessels  lying 
there, 

1000.  From  what  you  saw  when  you  were  there,  do  you 
consider  there  is  more  opium  smuggled  by  the  Americans  than 
by  the  English  ? — I  think  there  is  more  by  the  English  :  we 
have  generally  only  one  vessel,  and  the  British  have  two  or 
three, 

1901.  You  have  mentioned  an  unfortunate  occurrence  which 
happened  with  reference  to  an  Italian  at  Canton  :  since  you 
knew  any  thing  about  Canton,  have  you  ever  heard  of  any  simi- 
lar occurrence  with  any  American  ship  ?  —  I  never  have 

1902.  Has  any  other  occurrence  ever  taken  place  to  stop  the 
trade  at  Canton?— Not  with  the  Americans  ;  1  believe  with  the 
English  an  occurrence  did  take  place  of  some  man-of-war,  some 
frigate,  killing  some  men  :  they  wanted  the  other  men  sent 
out ;  some  two  or  three  men  tliat  were  killed  by  the  British 
frigate, 

1903.  Did  that  stop  the  American  trade?  — It  did  not  stop  the 
American  trade,  but  the  Company *i  servants  left  Canton,  1  be- 
heve,  on  account  of  it. 

1904.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  they  would  not  deliver  them  up, 
and  that  they  succeeded  in  their  opposition  to  that  demand? — 
They  did, 

1905.  What  is  the  name  of  the  port  in  Siam  to  whic|i  you 
have  referred  as  being  resorted  to  by  the  Chinese  ?^ — Bankok. 

1906.  What  goods  do  the  Chinese  junks  generally  take  there 
from  China? — They  take  teas,  and  earthenware,  and  preserves. 

1907.  Much  tea? — Considerable  quantity  of  goods, 

1908.  Were  those  junks  Chinese  junks,  or  Cochin -Chinese 
junks  ?— Mostly  Chinese,  Last  year  there  were  no  Cochin* 
Chinese,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  between  the  Siamese  and 
the  Cochin- Chinese^ 

1909.  Has  the  number  of  Chinese  increased  of  late  years  at 
Bankok  and  Sincapore  ?— I  cannot  say  whether  they  have 
or  not. 

1910.  As  you  had  no  supercargo  on  your  second  voyage^  did 
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TOO  fiid  aaj  difieultj  in  Baking  jour  lelectionf  of  Com  7 —   a  Mar.  ism. 
Not  anjr.  

1911.  In  what  waj  did  you  f>roceed  to  make  those  •elections  ?  ^^*  ^'  ^^8^' 
—I  opened  a  number  qX  chestt  of  each  chop,  and  by  liaving  a 

parcel  of  cum  we^hed  a  certain  portion,  and  drew  the  tea  by 
potting  boiling  water  on  it.  One  method  of  trying  the  quality 
of  tea  la  by  rubbing  it  in  the  hand. 

1912.  You  do  not  think  any  difficulty  would  be  found  by  any 
Deraon  coorertant  with  the  trade  in  making  those  selections  ? — 
Mot  OMwe  titan  other  articles  of  trade. 

ISIS.  When  you  spoke  of  tea  being  brought  cheaper  direct 
fincNn  Canton  to  lEngland,  than  if  it  came  through  the  circuitous 
dttnad  of  Sincapore  did  you  at  that  time  contemplate  the 
prices  at  which  it  is  sold  by  the  East-India  Company,  or  the 
prices  ml  which  it  would  be  brought  by  other  traders  ? — I  looked 
at  the  prioea  now  paid  by  the  EMt-lndia  Company. 

1914.  Haye  you  never  heard  that  the  Americans  applied  to 
theCoiB|MBy'a  Factory  to  aid  them  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
Chinese  authorities  ?  -  Not  to  my  knowledge.  They  may  have 
done  aop  hot  I  neyer  beard  of  iL 

19I5u  Have  you  made  any  computation  of  the  amount  per 
psood  tff  the  fha^nt  of  tea  in  your  vessels  ? — 1  have  not  I 
dioold  think  about  four  or  five  cents  would  be  a  fair  freight  per 
poond ;  chat  ia  about  2^ 

1916.  You  said  that  your  caigoes  to  America  were  principally 
bhck  tea ;  have  you  found  the  importation  of  black  tea  the  most 
piafitable? — Not  for  the  American  market;  but  the  black  teas 
aire  selected  for  the  Dutch  market 

1917.  When  you  spoke  of  the  rate  of  insurance  being  lower 
OQ  American  vessels  than  on  British,  did  you  mean  the  insurance 
b  America  ? — I  meant  in  America  only.  I  presume  it  would 
set  be  less  in  England. 

1918.  You  were  understood  to  say,  that  that  insurance  would 
dqwnd  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  person  that 
diouki  have  the  command  of  the  vessel? — Considerably. 

19)9.  And»  of  course,  that  knowledge  could  be  better  ob« 
tsined  as  respecting  an  American,  than  as  respecting  any 
foreigner  in  America  ?— Certainly. 


JbtTts,  4"^  dit  Martii  18S0. 
Mr.  JOHN  AKEN  called  in,  and  examined. 
1920.  Yon  reside  at  Wapping  ?— I  do.  4  Bftr.  iSia. 

IWl.  You  were  formerly  master  of  the  Investigator,  a  dis-   ^,.77^m„^ 
covery  ship  ? — ^I  was. 

1982.  After  that  did  you  command  a  ship  trading  between 
I  and  China?— I  did. 
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1923.  What  was  the  name  of  that  ship  ?  —  The  Exmouth. 

1924,  How  many  voyages  did  you  perform  in  the  Exmouth 
between  India  and  China? — Two, 

1923.  In  what  years?— In  1817,  1818,  and  1819. 

1926.  What  did  your  cargo  consist  of  to  China  ?^*Princi pally 
cotton  ;  there  were  also  opium,  and  putchick,  a  species  of  dye, 
I  think,  for  the  nankeen, 

1927,  Is  it  a  vegetable  or  a  mineral  dye  ? — Vegetable. 

1928  Do  you  know  whether  that  dye  is  used  any  w*here  but 
in  China  ? — 1  cannot  say.  The  other  articles  were  steel,  Dut- 
raegs,  cloves,  rattans,  and  saltpetre, 

1929.  What  was  the  sort  of  steel  that  you  took? — It  is  gene- 
rally the  cast  stee! ;  it  is  sometimes  blistered  steel :  we  took  bodi 
kinds  of  steel, 

1930.  Was  it  in  the  manufactured  articles? — No,  in  small 
bars. 

1931.  Was  that  steel  the  produce  of  India?— No,  imported 
into  Calcutta  from  Engl  an  d» 

1932.  Through  whom  did  you  generally  transact  your  busi- 
ness at  Canton  r — The  Hong  merchants, 

19S3.  Did  you  ever  find  any  difficulty  in  trading  with  the  out- 
side merchants  ? — Not  the  least. 

1934.  You  have  often  traded  with  them  ?— With  both. 

1935.  In  what  way  do  you  select  the  Hong  merchant  with 
whom  you  slmll  trade  ? — We  generally,  on  our  arrival,  agree 
with  those  that  will  give  us  the  most  for  our  cargo,  and  the 
person  that  takes  the  cargo  Is  the  person  that  becomes  security 
to  the  government. 

1936.  Did  you  give  him  any  advantage  in  your  dealing  to 
induce  him  to  become  the  security  merchant  ? — Nothing. 

1937.  Do  you  pay  hira  any  fee? — None. 

1938.  Do  you  find  that  some  of  the  merchants  are  always 
willing  to  become  security  for  the  ships  arriving  there  upon  those 
terms  ? — Always, 

1939*  What  was  the  size  of  the  Exmouth  ?— 695  Calcutta 
tons;  in  English  measurement  she  was  725. 

19i0.  What  ts  the  reason  for  the  difference  between  the  Cal- 
cutta and  the  English  measurement ?— I  cannot  say  that:  it  is 
some  little  difference  In  tuking  the  length  of  the  keel. 

1941.  In  what  way  do  the  Chinese  measure  the  vessels  ? — 
The  Chinese  measure  the  vessels  from  the  centre  of  the  mizen^ 
mast  to  the  centre  of  the  foremast,  and  they  take  the  extreme 
breadth  close  behind  the  mainmast,  and  multiply  them  together, 
and  divide  the  product  by  ten  to  give  the  measurement. 

1942.  Arc  all  the  charges  excepting  the  cumshaw  paid  upon 
a  ship  in   the  port  of  Canton,  proportioned  to  the  size  of  the 
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rip? — I  think  they  are;  there  majr  be  loxne  little  di Amice,  < 
Dt  it  aunt  be  mereJy  ceeial  eat|>eiisei« 
1943.  Will  you  state  what  the  ctmuhaw  it  ?'The  cttmihaw 
I  a  preaeoi. 
IM4.  What  does  it  amount  to  ? — 1,950  dollars. 

1945.  Ifl  that  the  same  upon  all  ships? — It  if. 

1946.  Do  you  know  when  that  cunnlmw  originated? — In  17(^ 

1947.  Do  you  knair  at  whose   instigation  it  ori^nat«*d  ? — I 
\  aAea  heard  it  said,  both  in  Cbiua  and  in  lndia«  that  the 

i  gave  this  to  the  superior  Mandarina,  taiiMliiGellMa 
ftvour,  whtdi  they  supposed  they  had  aoine  proit 
it  baa  contrnued,  and  now  it  has  become  the  taw  tnefe; 
'  ddPftnd  it  from  all  ships. 
1918.  Do  you    know  whether  that  present  is  paid  to  the 
or  paid  to  the  individual  Mandarins? — I  think  it  ii 
rinctpalJy  amongst  tlie  Mandarins :  but  tWre  is  a  part  oi  It 
\  to  government,  and  tben  it  is  divided  amongst  the  dtflefenl 
ins.     All  the  officers  in  China  are  called  Mandarins. 

1949.  Are  there  tiot  other  duties  paid  there  Ibr  the  oompra- 
!  ?^The  compradore  has  hit  fees ;  his  ftea  ere  generally  900 

^lOOdoUara;  but  there  is  a  sum  paid  to  the  compmdorc,  for 
Bl  duties,  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with.  'Hie  com- 
s'a  altogether  generally  amounts  to  nearly  2,000  dolUu-a. 

1950.  Does  that  sum  of  ^,000  dollars  form  a  part  of  tlie  port 
i  at  Canton  ? — It  does. 

1961.  What  was  the  whole  amount  of  the  expetiaea  of  the 

i  at  Canton  on  each  voyage  ? — About  9,000  dolUri* 
1*5^.  In  what  .year  was  thatP^That  was  in  1818  and  1819. 
IKS.  To  whom  were  the  goods  that  you  took  out  to  Caotoo 
'  1  ?«.-|  aold  them  to  the  Hong  merchaoti* 
1954.  Was  any  charge  made  for  commiisioD  by  the  Hong 

r?— Not  any. 

19S&  Do  the  outside  merchants  charge  any  commission  upon 
lies  and  purchases  ? — None  at  all. 

1956.  J-lave  you  ever  conaiglied  any  part  of  your  cargo  to 
English  or  other  fimign  merchants ?«— Yes;  to  the 
i  ooesul. 

1957.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  his  charges  on  that  con* 
sineiit  ? — Tliree  and  a  hoJf  per  cent,  on  the  sale  price  at 

h  What  was  the  charge  of  the  American  consul  for  nego- 

bills  ?— One  per  cent- 

K  W'hat  was  his  charge  upon  goeda  purchased  ? — Two 
I  a  half  per  ceot.  upon  the  invoice  price. 
1960^  Do  you  consider  the  charges  on  shipping  at  Canton  to 

'   er  eiberwiie?'^!  think  they  are  very  moderttte»  con* 


ns 
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siderjng  that  there  is  no  more  paid  for  a  rich  cargo  than  for  a 
vesdd  arriving  in  ballast.  It  is  no  matter  what  cargo  you  take 
there  J  the  some  duties  are  paid  ;  if  vou  take  a  very  rich  cargo, 
the  duties  come  to  very  little  indeed. 

196 L  The  port  charges,  then,  do  not  vary  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  cargo,  but  only  to  the  admeasurement  of  the 
ship  ? — That  is  all. 

1962.  Is  there  or  not  a  facility  in  transacting  business  in  the 
port  of  Canton  ?  -  Great  facility. 

1963.  Do  you  conceive  there  is  as  great  facih'ty  in  transacting 
business  in  the  port  of  Cunton  as  in  any  other  port  with  which 
you  are  acquainted  ? — I  think  more. 

1964  As  much  as  there  is  in  India  ? — A  great  deal  more. 

1965.  Is  there  as  much  facilLty  in  transacting  business  in 
Canton  as  in  ports  in  England? — \es,  and  a  great  deal  more. 

1066.  Why  is  it  that  you  should  say  there  is  more  facility  ? — 
You  have  nothing  to  do  but  with  one  man,  and  when  you  once 
get  your  bargain  made  you  have  no  trouble  whatever, 

1967.  Are  the  cargoes  of  ships  easily  discharged  ?— Very 
easily.  We  do  not  lie  very  near  to  Canton  ;  we  are  about  eight 
miles  from  Cantors,  at  a  place  called  Wliampoa. 

1968.  Then  they  are  discharged  by  means  of  lighters  ?^ — They 
are* 

1969.  And  loaded  in  the  same  way?— Yes* 

1970.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  Hong  merchants  arellber^ 
in  their  dealings  or  otherwise  ?^Very  UberaL 

197L  Should  you  place  con6dence  In  their  honesty  and 
honour? — I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  are  honest  in 
every  respect. 

1972.  Do  you  find  them  cautious  in  making  their  bargains?— 
Very  cautious, 

1973.  Did  tliey  adhere  to  those  contracts  which  they  entered 
into  ?•*- Yes ;  I  scarcely  ever  knew  of  any  person  ever  suffering 
by  them  at  alL 

1974.  Wliat  should  you  say,  in  that  respect,  with  regard  to 
the  outside  merchants?— The  outside  merchants  are  people  thai 
you  can  scarcely  ever  tell  what  character  tliey  are  of,  unless 
you  have  dealt  with  them  once  or  twice ;  iT  you  deal  with  a 
stranger  you  may  be  minus,  and  it  often  requires  caution* 

1975.  It  is  presumed  that  the  outside  merchants,  like  other 
merchants,  contain  an  admixture  of  good  and  bad? — No  doubt. 

1976.  And  some  of  them  are  very  respectable? — They  are- 

1977.  Would  you  as  soon  deal  with  an  outside  merchant  as 
you  would  with  a  Hong  merchant  ? — Noj  [  would  not, 

1978.  Supposing  you  had  dealings  with  an  outside  merchant^ 
and  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  respectability,  you  would  then 
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liafe  no  dHfenky  fai  daoUog  with  hini  ?— Not  the  kMt ;  there  4  Mar.  jeaa 
are  mftnr  of  them  that  I  have  dealt  with,  that  I  would  at  tooo        — 
deal  wUh  at  any  persOM.  i^.J.Mm. 

1979.  Do  you  consider  the  navigation  to  Canton  easy  ? — Very 
easy. 

19S0.  Have  you  ever  had  any  unpleaiant  occurrence  with 
joor  crew  when  at  Canton  ? — Not  any. 

1961.  What  was  the  description  of  your  crew? — Lascars,  and 
some  Eoropcmns. 

1962.  Of  what  nation?— A  mixture  of  almost  all  nations; 
some  Portuguese,  and  some  Spaniards,  and  some  Englishmen. 
We  gcttetally  took  six  Europeans  in  the  country  ships  just  for 
steering  the  ship,  what  they  call  sea-cunnies.  i  had  six  y^ung 
nen  wkh  me  that  I  took  from  here  as  apprentices,  who  acted  as 
mates  or  midshipmen. 

198Sw  Were  those  young  men  Englishmen  ?— They  were 
Englishmen. 

1984.  Are  the  sea-cunnies  Europeans  ?— They  are  some  of 
Aem  Portuguese  Indians. 

19195.  Are  they  not  idl  Indian  Portuguese  ? — Some  of  them 
sre  European  Portuguese. 

1996.  Should  you  not  think  a  mixed  crew  of  that  kind  quite 
SI  difficult  to  manage  as  a  crew  consistinff  of  English  sailors  ?— . 
No,  I  do  not  think  they  are;  En^fKsh  saflors  would  be  worse  to 
manage,  I  think. 

19b7.  Should  you  iroafftne  that,  with  nroper  care  and  atten* 
tion,  whatever  might  be  the  crew  of  the  snip  arriring  at  Canton, 
there  would  be  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  impediment  to  the 
trade  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  that  crew  ? — Not  the  least. 

1985.  Hare  any  difficulties  been  encountered  on  accouot  of 
d»e  present  freraom  of  trade  between  India  and  China  in  the 
port  of  Canton  ? — Not  any. 

1989.  Do  you  conceive  there  would  be  any  reason  to  appre« 
bend  difficulties,  provided  the  trade  between  England  and  China 
was  as  free  as  the  trade  between  India  and  China  ?— Not  the 
lease  The  Company's  ships  are  all  navigated  by  Englishmen, 
sad  the  Americans  are  all  navigated  by  their  own  people,  and  I 
have  never  seen  much  differeace  between  the  American  and  the 
CoflBpany's  seamen. 

1990.  Do  you  imagine  that  the  English  seamen  are  inferior  in 
point  of  character  and  conduct  to  the  American  seamen  ?— I  do 
■ot  see  much  difference. 

1991.  Have  you  carried  opium  to  China  ? — Yes. 

1992.  Can  you  state  any  quantity  that  you  have  ever  car- 
ried?—I  have  carried  about  100  chesu. 

199S.  Iadiatopliais8atiggledmtoChtna?~Itis. 
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.  1830*       1994*  Who  takes  the  risk  of  the  smugglmg?^ — The  person  ta 
—         whom  we  sell  it. 

1995.  To  whom  is  it  commonly  sold  ? — It  is  generally  sold  to 
outside  men. 

1996,  Do  the  Hong  ever  purchase  opium  ? — I  believe  not. 

1997*  Do  you  know  how  the  outside  merchant  ioLroduces  it 
into  China  ? — 1  am  not  acquainted  with  that. 

1998.  Is  not  it  a  fact,  that  they  bring  the  boats  alongside, 
and  then  it  is  thrown  out  of  the  ship  into  the  boats  ?^ — Yes. 
When  I  sold  my  opium  I  gave  an  order  upon  the  chief  officer  to 
deliver  it,  but  the  person  to  whom  I  sold  it  takes  the  risk  en- 
tirely in  taking  it  from  the  ship ;  he  pays  me  for  it  before  he 
gets  the  order, 

1999.  What  does  he  generally  pay  you  with  ? — In  dollars  or 

Sycee. 

2000.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  method  by  which  the 
opium  is  smuggled  into  the  country  ?— "They  take  it  from  along- 
side in  smuggling  boats  that  are  well  manned  and  armed,  and 
there  are  a  great  many  rivers,  branches,  and  islands  and  diffe- 
rent places,  and  they  put  off  directly  with  it,  and  they  set  all 
the  government  boatjs  at  defiance.  I  have  seen  that  myself,  I 
have  seen  four  mandarin  boats  surrounding  my  ship  when  I  had 
thirty  chests  of  opium  to  smuggle,  and  I  was  prevented  from 
going  to  sea  on  account  of  the  opium,  and  I  sold  it  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  went  down  myself  and  saw  the  way  that  they  smuggled 
it.  They  stripped  the  chest  entirely  away,  and  teok  nothing 
but  the  opium,  and  put  it  into  the  bags,  and  we  open  the  lower- 
deck  port,  and  in  one  moment  they  put  the  opium  into  the 
boat,  and  all  hands  are  off  in  a  moment.  We  did  that  in  a 
very  heavy  shower  of  rain.  There  was  a  cry  out  about  three 
minutes  afterwards,  but  the  boat  was  gone  like  a  shot. 

200 L  Were  the  mandarins'  boats  lying  near? — One  was  ly- 
ing a-hoad  touching  the  ship,  another  was  lying  at  the  stetiiy 
and  another  was  lying  upon  the  opposite  side. 

2002.  They  were  there  to  prevent  smuggling  ?^ — Yes. 

2003  Do  you  obtain  greater  or  less  price  for  your  opium  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  vigilance  of  the  mandarin  boats  ?— 
No,  I  never  knew  any  difference  made  on  that  account. 

2004.  If  the  mandarin  boats  had  not  been  there,  should  you 
have  obtained  a  larger  price?— I  do  not  think  we  should  have 
got  more.  They  always  make  certain  of  it ;  and  it  always  struck 
me,  that  there  was  an  understanding  between  the  smugglers 
and  the  mandarin  boats :  there  is  an  apparent  vigilance  kept  up 
which  has  no  existence  in  my  opinion.  I  have  been  told  so  by 
a  number  of  people. 

2005.  Might  not  other  commodities,  of  Kmall  bulk|  he  Intro- 
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doced  into  Clmui  by  die  nine  meant?— I  ahould  think  they  4  Ifv.  IBM. 
cooldy  Terjcnifly.  

2006.  Do  yon  happen  to  know  whether  it  it  a  practice  with   ^'  '^'  ^^'^ 
regard  to  any  other  conunoditiefl  except  opium  r— Saltpetre, 
which  is  m  bulky  artide,  it  smuggled.    I  used  to  smuggle  it 
■yself ;  at  least,  I  carried  it  there,  and  it  was  smi^^ed  by  the 
people  to  whom  I  sold  it. 

9007.  Is  saltpetre  a  prohibited  article  in  China  ?— No,  yon 
can  sell  it  to  the  government  ifyou  please ;  but  we  cannot  sell 
it  so  weU  to  the  govemmeni.  We  can  generally  get  about  two 
doDara  a  pccul  by  smuggling  it. 

2006.  Is  that  on  account  of  the  duty  paid  togoveminent?^ 
I  think  it  is. 

2009.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  article  being  smuggled  ? 
^  tfnnk  sometimes  broadcloth  is  smuggled. 

2010.  B^  the  Americans  or  the  English? — By  the  English. 
I  SDoe  earned  two  bales  of  cloth,  and  it  was  smuggled,  Iknow; 
htt  wherefore  I  cannot  say,  because  it  did  not  belong  to  me. 

2011.  Do  jTOu  happen  to  know  whether  the  car^^oes  of  goods 
which  go  from  England  on  board  of  the  American  ships  are 
iatrodiioed  mto  China  legally,  or  are  smuggled  ? — I  cannot  say ; 
hit  I  really  beliere  that  they  are  introduced  legally,  because  I 
ksfe  been  acquainted  with  so  many  American  supercargoes, 
tiait  I  think  I  must  hare  heard  of  it  if  it  had  been  otherwise. 

2012.  With  respect  to  the  opium  that  you  carried  out  to 
China,  was  that  purchased  at  the  Company's  public  sales  ?— 
Tes,  at  Calcutta. 

201S.  Can  you  state  with  respect  to  the  value  of  the  opium, 
vhether  the  Malwa  opium  is  better  than  that  grown  b  Bengal } 
•^The  Fatna  opium  is  the  best 

2014.  What  is  the  next  in  point  of  quality  ?— I  believe  the 
Malwa  they  like  the  best  in  China.  The  Turkish  opium  has 
come  there  within  these  last  ten  years,  and  is  likely  to  super- 
lede  the  Beosal  opium.  The  Chinese  did  not  like  it  in  the 
first  instance,  but  1  believe  now  they  are  more  reconciled  to 
it,  they  like  it  equallv  well,  and  it  is  much  cheaper.     That  has 

done  a  great  deal  ofharm  to  the  sale  of  the  Bengal  opium. 

2015.  Is  an^  Turkish  opium  introduced  through  any  of  the 
Company's  ships  into  China  ? — Not  unless  it  is  smuggled. 

2016.  Should  you  reckon  the  Malwa  opium  the  least  good  of 
those  you  have  mentioned  ?*I  know  nothing  but  of  the  Pstna 
opium  ;  that  was  the  only  opium  that  I  had  any  thing  to  do 
with.  We  generally  used  to  ouy  it  in  BenRal  from  1 ,900  to  2,000 
rupees  a  chest;  and  we  generally  used  to  get  1,200  to  1,400 
doDars  for  it  in  China,  sometimes  1,500  dollars. 

2017.  Is  the  opium  sold  at  Bombay  lower  in  price  than  that 
sold  at  Calcutta /—I  bdieve  it  is. 

2  F 
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Wl%*  Are  you  not  aware  tli^t  gll  the  opium  which  coiim« 
from  Bombay  is  Matwa  opium  ? — It  may  be^  and  I  diire  my  it 
i^ ;  but  I  am  Qot  acauainted  at  all  with  Bombay*  I  luv^  bi^en 
very  little  on  tliat  siae* 

2019.  Where  did  you  effect  your  piirohoacs  of  opioni  in  Inilia 
for  the  China  trade  ?— They  were  geoerally  made  at  the  ilmxkf 

pany's  sales. 

2020.  Are  those  purchases  rDade  avowedly  and  openly  for 
the  China  trade  ?  — J  DeHevc  so.  We  clear  out  with  the  opium 
In  the  ship.  It  is  well  known  by  th^  Company  that  we  tcdcc  it 
to  China. 

2021.  Do  the  ophim  chests  bear  the  Company's  mark  ? — 
Yes. 

2022.  Before  they  are  sold  in  China,  is  the  opium  changed 
from  those  chests  into  any  other  packages?— No,  they  are  sold 
in  the  original  packages. 

2023.  Are  they  bqM  in  China  in  any  mode  of  packing  bearing 
the  Conn pany's  mark  ?- Yes,  they  are  sold  with  the  Company's 
markoi)  them  in  Chirj^ 

2024-  I*  the  C<iJiipaQy'i  mark  upot^  the  cheau  of  opium»  or 
Vppn  the  packet  pf  i^piutti  ?— Upon  th^  diests.  They  strip  the 
chest  uay  e^itirely  when  they  take  it  away,  aod  throw  it  over- 
boar4 ;  iM^d  h  \$  tJien  ppt  into  bags. 

W^  Then  nothing  bearmg  the  C^iftpany's  mark  go^i 
Ia  ChbiaPn^Notlung  at  all  3  we  strip  ii  aiH)  tjtrow  ibej 
overboard,  and  destroy  them  as  soon  as  we  caot 

90^.  Then  the  purchaser  looks  at  the  niark^  and  ft 
conlidenoe  to  him  ? — Hig  confidence  is  generally  [daced  ta  thi 
seller. 

^OJ^.  Is  not  ih^  opium  sold  at  the  Company's  salM  made  up 
in  hale«  of  the  mofit  oonvenient  siae  aod  shape  for  ami^igliig 
ifitck  China  f — Yes^  it  is. 

8028.  Have  you  ever  purchased  any  tea  at  Canton  ?— I  havct 
both  black  and  green, 
2029,  prom  whom  have  you  purdiased  it? — Both  from  the 

Hong  and  the  outside  merchants. 

2030-  Have  you  ever  fovnd  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  tea 
you  wanted  to  purchase  ? — Not  the  least. 

2103 1.  Is  not  there  a  certi6cate  given  b  the  opium  chest,  con- 
ta,inijig  tUe  nauie  of  the  Company  a  opium  agent  aod  a  ^tate- 
luent  qf  the  weight  P^^There  i&;  that  is  in  the  \val^  of  the 
chests, 

2032.  Is  that  certiikate  communicated  to  the  Chinese  meiv 
qbi^U  wliQ  deal  in  tlie  opium  ? — No,  the  person  that  purchases 
it  never  looks  at  it  at  all ;  but  I  remembei  seeing  them  brohen 


gives 
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I  liawuitiw  Meing  a  |ii|M*r  iif  Hi«i  tfeieHptioit  ffi  the  4  Mir,  Mi^ 
roCitodhiiL 

Is  the  tea  poicHiiied  ^  jmi  IMM  dMtilllsd  piclte<l  i&ml   ''^ ' 
Df  on  board  try  the  cDn^liittit  afmMm  ft  h  ^Utthiied  .^— tl  k 
90S4.  And  tluit  merchant  ii  rcaponaible  ttl€  the  quslky  of  tim 
laoaenl? — Wlten   I    hate  been  ptircHa«ing   from  an  ayf&kb 
hanl,  I  havegenerallif  wi»bed  to  Imvt:  thecht-i^t  opi*ncd  here  and 
i ;  and  fee  fiai  Wtn  afirayf  vet j  iriUiitg  to  do  fo»  to  i^xamine  it. 
Did  jou  ever  find  any  chett  of  tea  lofenar  in  tjcijitily 
aaple  ^hicM  you  have  purthatad  r^l  n«vi<r  dtd* 
Dd  rmi  know  whether  any  enatom  pn^vaiU  b  Chiha  flC 
f  taroclk^ta  lb#  ana,  where  an  adtltteinted  tUevi  of  tea 
m  lAar  purchaaer  ?^1  haim  not  heard  of  ihit^  I  hive 
liiM  Cli«ra  have  bean  aaaia  Iricka  ocwMmaUy    Imt   I  bo^ 
t  ki  A  vefy  frifyof  degrlMi 
WKff.  l>(»you  coneeire  (lie  (ea  Ihaf  y&u  pUrehaiit*d  ar  Vtaiton 
'^  \  aa  goodf'm  firof»onk»n  to  th<*  de^eriptiun  of  fht  tthx,  i»  titet 

^  yia«|n»ebaaa  in  Bn^^land  ?— Eipsariy  m. 
0030.  Wltat  have  yon  naid  for  (he  eunj  'V 

^PfDQi  60  to  M  9paiii»h  doflartt  fot  the  ! 
'powder  tea  can  he  got  for  lefts. 

BOW.  And  what  for  the  heaf  Haek  f «n  ?»Thi  hcst  btfiet  tea. 
Am  40  to  45. 

2(H0.  How  doymi  g<»neraf1y  jmiv  for  tlmi  <^«t-Wc  aoiA^ 
iaaapaf  lor  It  Id  barter,  but^nteafly  fn  do]  Vara. 

nil*  Do  you  buy  it  cheaf>cr  when  you  pay  fttr  h  In  doffan 
tarn  wbe»  yoM  pay  Ibr  it  in  barter  ?~That  U  a  rnattcr  1  ean 
laily  aay«  baaaaie  when  you  pny  far  it  m  bartarr  you  fM 
lardj  put  the  doliart  ia  competition  with  n> 

SM2,  You  do  not  find  il  diffieak  »o  Uikt  tmm  m  emdbmtlg^  for 
^aadafioiii  ilia  aaaeehanta  ?^-No,  rtry  eatgr^ 

»lSw  fntfae  year  [Bl%  eoahl  yaiir  ibip  \wm0  beei  ciMMfM 
frooi  Canton  to  aome  port  on  the  contlaetit  of  E(irope»  if  jou 
had  betfi  permitted  to  do  io  ?—  Yea. 

2pH.  Would  that  have  bioB  m  prb6tabl#  voyi^  to  the  ahi^? 
—Very  profitable. 

mS.  Wbo  waald  have  taken  ap  the  tfkip  at  that  time  }-^A 
PtvukB  merchant  at  Canton, 
me.  MliatvPOttldbalMvopaidpertonlbrtt?— £35. 
2047.  Did  you  requeit  permiaaion  to  undaatdke  thai  voyage?' 
^Yaai  I  appfiod  to  the  aoparaarjaea. 
fMB.   Did  you  obtain  that  pamoaMkm  ?— M<». 
Mtt.  To  wiotport  of*  Eoropowgalt  ptopoiarf  to  diarffer  0m 
vamri?— To  Hamburgh,  I  think*  -  ^ 

iMO.  Ia  Iha  ootnt^  trade  oarrM  on  alttioal  ^VMinety  b^Hie 
'     » fnM  IndlB  tod  China  ?->  Yea. 
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EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS? 

203 1.  Do  the  Company  take  any  part  in  that  trade?— I  da 
not  think  the  Company  themselves  take  much  part  in  the  trade. 
The  captair^s  of  the  Company's  ships  generally  bring  a  great 
many  things  from  Bengal,  ^ladrasj  and  Bom  bay »  or  [*enang  ; 
they  all  take  in  pepper,  cotton^  and  any  thing  of  that  kind  that 
they  could  get,  and,  I  believe,  it  is  generally  taken  on  tlie  cap- 
tain's account* 

2052.  Can  that  trade  between  India  and  Cliina  be  carried 
on  by  houses  resident  in  England } — ^No. 

2053*  What  is  the  reason  why  it  cannot?  — I  do  not  know 

the  Company*s  reasons ;  but  it  is  by  the  regulation  of  the  Com- 
pany that  we  can  only  go  to  China  by  license  of  the  Company- 

2054.  You  have  stated  that  the  captains  in  the  East-India 
Company's  service  carry  on  some  portion  of  trade  on  their  own 
account,  do  you  allude  to  the  goodi?  which  they  take  in  the 
privileged  tonnage  ? — I  believe  that  the  Company  do  not  send 
cargoes  themselves  from  those  ports,  from  either  IVfadras» 
Bombay,  or  Calcutta*  and  therefore  the  captain  generally  takes 
in  as  much  m  he  pleases,  without  any  hindrance  whatever.  The 

fjrivilege  which  the  captain  and  the  officers  have  is  at  their 
oading  port  at  Canton  from  India  to  England, 

2055«  Do  you  know  how  the  officers  of  the  Company  dispose 
of  the  goods  which  they  import  into  China  under  their  privi- 
lege ? — They  generally  sell  them  to  the  Hong  merchants* 

2056.  Have  you  known  any  cases  in  which  they  have  dealt 
with  the  outside  merchants  ?— Yes,  they  deal  with  both. 

2057.  Have  you  known  any  instance  in  which  the  country 
ahips  have  traded  with  ports  m  China  to  the  north  of  Cantoo^ 
Amoy,  and  Lingpo? — No,  I  never  heard  of  any. 

2058.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  much  sea  risk  attending 
a  voyage  from  England  to  Canton,  if  undertaken  at  the  proper 
season?-* No,  there  is  very  little  risk. 

2059.  Is  there  greater  or  less  risk  than  there  is  in  a  voyage 
from  England  to  Calcutta? — I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  lesiv 
but  that  IS  owing  to  the  navigation  in  the  Hoogley  river. 

2060.  Supposing  the  freights  to  be  the  same,  would  you 
rather  undertake  a  voyage  from  England  to  Calcutta,  or  a 
voyage  from  England  to  Canton? — To  Canton, 

206 L  Have  you  not  lived  at  tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope?— I 
have,  for  seven  years. 

2062.  Did  you  purchase  tea  while  you  were  there  ? — I  used 
to  purchase  tea  for  my  family  use. 

2063.  At  what  time  did  yon  live  there? — From  1821  to 
1828. 

2064.  What  did  you  give  for  the  beet  black  tea  per  pound  at 
|hat  time?^ — About  three  dollars  and  a  half,  which  is  nearly  5«. 
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90tt.  What  it  the  doij  psid  upon  the  imporution  of  ten  4  Mar,  !»• 
into  the  Cepe? — ^It  it  an  ad  Ttlorein  duty  often  per  cent. 

fflM.  Wat  it  imadned  at  the  Cape  that  a  contiderable  profit 
wat  deriTcdb]|r  the  Conpany  firom  ttie  tale  of  tea  at  that  price? 
— ^I  think  it  it  generally  bdiered  to  be  about  100  per  cent, 
after  paying  aD  charget. 

S067.  Do  any  other  partiet,  except  the  Company,  bring  tea 
frtn  Chnia  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?— No  other.    About 
tvdve  BBontht  be&re  I  left  the  Cape  there  were  a  few  chetU 
firom  England,  which  the  Company  could  not  prerent 
;  landed  there,  brouf^t  in  a  private  thip. 

Could  tea  brousht  in  a  primte  thip  firom  anjr  other 
^Bce  except  Enghmd  be  landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope?— 


Did  you  ever  apply  for  a  licente  to  export  tea  firom 
Canton  ?* Yet,  we  alwayt  applied  for  our  licente  previoutly  to 
wling  firom  Calcutta. 

9070.  Did  you  ever  apply  for  a  licente  to  export  800  chettt 
if  tea  to  a  port  within  the  Company 't  limiu  ? — Yet. 

8071.  Wat  that  granted  ?— No,  only  lor  iOO. 

9072.  To  whom  did  you  apply?»To  the  government  in 
Calciifta. 

8073.  If  that  lioente  had  been  granted  to  vou  to  export  tea 
firom  Canton  to  the  amount  of  800  chettt,  coufd  you  have  made 
a  profitable  vojrase,  that  being  part  of  ^our  cargo  ?— Not  with 
800  chettt ;  but  it  would  have  oeen  to  if  I  had  ^n  allowed  to 
take  any  quantity  I  pleased.  In  to  large  a  ship  as  mine,  800 
dwttt  of  tea  would  not  have  been  an  object,  but  in  a  tmall 
vettd  it  might  have  been  a  very  great  one. 

8074.  Where  would  you  have  taken  that  tea  to?— To  the 
Ue  of  France  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

8075.  But  the  tmall  quantity  you  were  allowed  to  take  wat 
not  a  tuficient  inducement  to  you? — No. 

8076.  Could  you  carry  tea  at  all  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope? 
—Not  at  an  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

8077.  Would  jTOu  have  been  allowed  to  take  400  chetU  of 
tea  to  any  port  within  the  Company 't  limitt,  except  the  Cape  ? 
-Yet. 

8078.  It  the  Mauritiut  alto  excepted? — I  cannot  say.  Our 
lioenae  ran  thut :  *'  you  can  take  400  chettt  of  tea  in  at  Canton^ 
to  ditpote  of  it  at  any  mtermediate  poru  between  this  and  Cal- 
cutta. Now  it  it  a  query  whether  you  could  make  the  Itle 
of  France  an  intermediate  port;  perhaps  it  would  be  out  of  the 
way :  but  that  question  was  brought  before  the  court  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  wat  a  thip  that  brought  tea  there» 
and  the  wat  teuKd ;  they  gave  bond,  and  afterwardt  the  quettioa 
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cstnie  before  the  King  m  council^  and  the  ihjp  ifie  aAerwardi 
liberated. 

2079,  W'Kat  was  the  date  of  that? — I  think  il  must  htvc 
been  about  1823;  a  ship  called  tlie  Lady  Fora* 

2(180,  Where  did  that  ship  bring  the  tea  from  ?  —From  Canton- 

*i03L  Was  the  tea  allowed  to  be  sold  at  the  Cape? — Yes,  I 
be)ieve  it  wa*  sold  there*  The  ship  was  seized,  and  the  catgo 
loo.  She  had  very  little  tea  in,  biit  ahe  had  a  great  many 
things  that  4»he  brought  direet  from  China,  The  tjue^tlon  came 
before  tl^e  court,  and  I  was  one  of  the  evidence  before  thif 
court.  The  fiscal  brought  a  chart,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  couk) 
make  it  out  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  wa«  an  interniedigte 
port :  and  I  asked  at  what  lime  of  the  year  the  ship  Jeft  Cantotl^ 
and  it  appeared  that  it  was  the  contrary  monsoon  to  come  down 
the  China  seas,  and  I  said  yes;  that  Captain  Bakani,  of  the 
Lady  Flora,  perhaps  had  come  round  Cape  Horn,  ami  thereibre 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  an  intermediate  port, 

2082.  What  was  the  decision  ? — They  decided  against  tlie 
ship.  The  shfp  was  served  and  her  cargo  also  ;  but  fhey  gave 
bond,  and  it  was  about  three  years  aftervrards  decided  by  the 
King  in  council,  and  the  ship  wae  liberated  again. 

2083.  Was  the  cargo  allowed  to  b%  sold  at  the  Cap§  of  Od«»d 
Hope  ? — It  was. 

2084.  Have  yon  ever  purchased  gunpowder  tea  at  CantcA^  to 
be  sold  at  Penang  ?— Ye«w 

2065,  What  did  yoti  sei!  that  tea  for  ^t  Penmif  P^Abotit  76 
Spanish  dollars  per  pecuK 

2086.  Was  a  protit  reaTized  by  you  upon  that  sale  of  tea? — I 
generally  used  to  make  about  15  per  cent. 

2087-  Can  you  state  the  price  of  tea  of  similar  quality  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope?^ — The  price  of  gunpowder  tea  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  was  about  six  dollars,  or  nine  shillings  per  pound. 
Besides  the  govenmient  duty  of  10  per  cent,  (he  Company  f>ay 
about  five  or  six  per  cent-  for  the  auction  duties  at  the  Ciipe. 
Ttiey  oblige  them  to  seU  all  by  auction,  thefeA>re  they  oon«ct 
the  duties  upon  the  auction  salefi. 

2668%  Then  the  wliole  duties  paid  upon  tl^  sale  of  fea  w«tfld 
be  16^  per  cent.  ?^  That  is  paid  by  the  Company* 

2089.  Can  you  tell  what  the  duties  are  paid  at  Penang?— 
Upon  tea  I  cannot  stty.  1  think  the  people  who  purchaMMJ  iton 
me  always  paid  ihe  duty  themselves*   I  believe  it  if»  very  triAing^ 

2090.  It  k  not  so  much  at  Fenatig  as  at  ^  Cape  af  GocmI 
Ifope,  h  it? — Perhaps  not  80  much*  10  per cciit.  i«  but  rttf 
small  upon  tea, 

2091.  Is  not  tea  a  very^  common  beverage  in  China?  — Ye8> 
the  black  tea  is  a  very  common  beverage.  Every  Chinese  home 
you  go  into,  there  is  the  tea  always  on  a  sideboard,  as  a  bevcr- 
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9»  incii0tcipol»  aedjfiHiBMjbelp  joorMtf  i0«glttiortM  4lf<r.  inoi 
M  anj  time  jou  plcif ;  il  it  alw^rt  la  the  room.  "j — 

WOS.  DothBydriokkwitkoutaa/adnixtiiie?— TWymoe-  ' 

tines  hftve  a  little  tugar*  and  loiiietiiiiet  not ;  thevt  aie  a  gieei 
m§nj  drink  it  wicbout  eoy  wugu. 

809S.  Do  the  Chinese  drink  green  tea  ?— I  think  not. 

WM.  Do  the  oe^^Aouring  nMimm?^!  thiak  aot    I  iMnk 
ihfj  fSModi J  driak  bbck  tea. 

8095,  flupposiiv  the  tiade  between  England  and  China  were 


ooanplatdy  ftee»  do  vou  imagioe  that  the  Coaqianv  would* 
m/mf  the  Dreseiit  state  of  things^  be  able  to  csrrv  on  their  trade  ? 
— Thej  OB^t  carry  it  on,  but  I  beliere  with  a  loss.  I  mean  so 
fior  aa  r^ards  their  present  establishments.  If  their  establish- 
tMota  wen  to  be  as  great  as  they  are  at  present,  there  must  be 
ikak 

SOW*  Could  they  continue  to  pay  the  present  amount  of 
ief;ht  tliat  they  pay  between  England  and  China  ?— Mo»  I  do 
■St  tfaiafc  they  could. 

2097.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  ?— I  cannot  say  exactly 
«te»  the  freights  are,  but  I  know  they  are  much  greater  than 
any  free-traders  can  possibly  get. 

MM.  What  is  the  pessent  anMunt  of  freight  between  England 
and  Calcutta  ? — About  £4  to  £4.  lOi.  a  ton,  out  and  home, 
with  wim  we  edl  deed  weight;  heavy  goods  and  light  goods. 
The  averse  of  £i  out  and  £i  home,  is  the  geneiml  rate  affreight. 

SQ0iL  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  rate  of  freight  paid  by 
the  CoMpaiiy  ia  a  voyage  fhom  Bnghmd  to  Canton  ?>i  do  not 
knowL 

tlM.  What  would  be  the  fata  of  insoraQce  upon  a  ship  from 
Enf^bnd  to  Calcutta? — I  think  about  three  to  three  and  a  haff 

tMi*  ¥oa  hme  stated  tfwt  you  Nve  at  Wapping,  what  kmd 
if  life  ana  yoa  aoss  ia  ?— A  sail-maker,  ship-chandler^  and 


SIML  Haiva  you  ever  shipped  aay  goods  Id  India  lately? — ^Ko. 

2108.  From  what  source  b  your  knowledge  of  this  freight 
derived?-^!  am  every  di^  upoo  the  Royal  Exdiange. 

2i0i.  You  lunre  stated  that  you  were  at  the  Cape  from  1821 
Id  ia28»had  yoa  a  partner  there?— Yes. 

2105.  What  was  his  naaie?*-Monteith. 

8106.  What  did  you  deal  in  principally  there  ?*-In  India 
goods  priodpaUy ;  we  had  two  bnp  that  traded  between  Cal- 
CDtIa  and  the  CSipe  with  India  gooos. 

tm.  You  have  givea  the  Committee  information  as  to  the 
Omm  trade  betweea  the  years  1817  and  1819;  have  yoa  had 
mfhmmltin  of  the  Chiaa  trade  personally  subsequently  to 
the  year  1819?— No;  I  knew  very  httie alNNit  it,  except firwa 
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4  Har.  IS30*  having  seen  persons  coming  past  that  I  have  asked  questions  of> 
but  I  had  no  personal  knowfedge  since  1819* 

21  OB,  Do  you  know  Mr*  John  Bagsbaw,  formerly  of  Cal- 
cutta ? — Yes* 

2109.  Was  he  a  consigner  of  goods  to  your  house? — No,  he 
was  not. 

2110.  You  had  no  goods  in  the  hands  of  yourself  and  your 
partner  bclooging  to  Mr»  Bagsbaw  at  any  time,  had  you  ? — No, 

2111.  Had  you  any  dealings  with  Mr*  Bagsbaw? — No* 

2112.  With  respect  to  the  tea  you  saw  at  the  Cape  coming 
from  England,  what  year  was  that  in? — I  think  il  was  in  1826» 
but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  that  point- 

2113.  By  what  ship  did  it  arrive? — I  cannot  say»  but  it  was 
consigned  to  Messrs.  Borradaile,  Thompson,  and  Pitlans,  at  the 
C4ipe, 

2114.  Do  you  know  the  quantity  of  tea? — I  cannot  say  the 
quantity,  but  I  should  say  twenty  chests,  or  something  of  that 
kind  ;  it  was  but  a  small  quantity. 

2115.  Had  you  any  means  of  seeing  the  quality  ?-i-No  I  had 
not* 

2116.  And  you  have  no  knowledge  what  it  sold  for? — No,  I 
bad  not  the  least* 

2117*  Was  not  the  importation  from  England  of  the  tea  to 
which  you  have  referred,  because  of  its  being  of  a  superior 
quality  to  that  which  usually  came  from  China?— I  did  not  know 
the  cause :  they  expected  they  could  import  il  from  England, 
and  sell  it  at  the  Cape  cheaper  than  what  the  Company  did. 

21 18,  Tlie  quality  being  the  same  ?^TIie  quality  being  the 
same* 

2119*  Do  not  you  know  tliat  the  usual  mode  of  navigating  the 
country  sfiips  is  without  any  Europeans  on  board,  except  tlie 
captain  and  the  officers  ?^ — Both  my  voyages  to  China  we  had 
two  Europeans  among  the  sea-cunnies* 

2120.  Were  they  Europeans  or  half-caste? — Tliey  gave  them- 
selves  out  as  Europeans,  and  I  believe  they  were. 
212 L  Were  not  the  crew  all  Lascars? — All  Lascars- 

2122.  What  sized  vessel  do  you  consider  most  convenient  for 
carrying  on  the  Canton  trade? — At  that  time  I  think  vessels  of 
600  or  700  tons  were  the  best  for  that* 

2123*  You  say  at  that  time;  has  your  opinion  varied  since 
that  time?— No,  I  have  not  any  opinion  different  from  what  I 
had  at  that  time.  I  have  been  told  that  tbcy  do  navigate  now 
with  smaller  ships  than  they  use  to  do;  but  my  reason  for  bav* 
ing  a  larger  ship  was,  that  the  duties  being  nearly  the  same  in 
some  things*  we  reckoned  that  the  expenses  were  lessened  by 
liaving  them  in  large  ships. 


I 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  or  TUB  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  tt5 

21fi.  Is  tliere  any  otber  diitj  but  the  cumthaw  which  U  the    4  Mar.  laan. 
nme  ?— >I  believe  nothing  but  the  cumshaw.  

212^  To  whom  did  that  Teuel  belong  ?— The  agenu  were  ^*  '^'^  ^^^ 
Alexander  and  Co. ;  she  belonged  to  ine  and  a  house  at  Liver« 
pool. 

2126w  In  Canton  did  you  doyour  own  business*  or  was  it  done 
br  a  oountiy  agent  there  ? — Ine  first  voyage  I  consigned  my 
toip  to  the  American  consul*  a  Mr.  Wilcox ;  but  I  found  the 
I  ao  very  easily  done*  that  I  transacted  my  own  business 


2127.  Do  yoo  consider  that  you  could  do  your  business  there 
to  the  same  advantage  as  it  was  done  by  the  resident  agent  ?-« 
E^ly  ao. 

2128.  Did  that  arise  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the  place, 
or  do  you  suppose  that  any  captain  coming  there  for  the  first 
time  would  do  his  business  there  as  easily  ? — I  think  equally  so. 

2129.  How  came  vou  to  select  an  American  house  ;  had  you 
myreason  for  not  tsiking  any  of  the  English  houses  of  agency  ? 
—There  was  no  English  house  there.  There  were  Englishmen, 
bat  they  were  under  the  foreign  flag:  no  Englishman  is  allowed 
to  remain  at  Canton. 

2130.  Do  you  mean  to  say  there  were  no  English  houses  of 
igency  established  at  Canton  ?— None  ;  they  are  not  permitted 
l^  the  Company. 

2181*  Were  there  not  English  houses  acting  under  foreign 
ft^?— Yes. 

2132.  Houses  of  respectability  ?~  Houses  of  res|>ectahility. 

2135.  And  doing  considerable  business? — Doing  a  great  deal 
of  business. 

2154.  Was  Mr.  Davison  there  at  that  time*  and  doing  a  great 
deal  of  business? — Yes,  I  knew  both  the  Davisons. 

2136.  Do  you  consider  that  you  bought  your  teas  as  advan- 
t^eously  as  the  Company's  Factory  bought  them  ? — I  should 
ihmk  not.  I  think  the  Company  could  purchase  their  teas 
cheaper  than  we  could,  because  they  had  greater  facilities. 
The  Select  Committee  is  there  the  whole  year,  and  they  cer- 
tsinly  can  purchase  their  tea  cheaper,  because  they  take  such 
krge  quantities. 

2186.  So  that  you  think  the  Company,  in  consequence  of 
their  being  such  lar^e  dealers,  can  command  the  article  at 
better  prices  than  individuals?— I  think  they  can. 

2137.  Does  not  sometimes  the  fact  of  vour  wanting  large 
qosndties  tend  to  enhance  the  price  to  the  buyer  ?  —  No ;  I 
cannot  say  that  it  does ;  there  generally  is  a  price  put  upon  it 
after  it  comes  into  the  Hong,  which  they  do  not  deviate  from. 
Bat  the  CompanT»  I  believe,  barter  a  good  deal ;  1  have  been 
'~'       d  so  bjr  tne  siqpercargoes. 
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2138.  Do  you  think  the  teas  are  bought  upon  better  terms  by 
being  contracted  for  the  year  before  ? — I  should  think  so, 

2139.  You  think  that  the  contracting  is  a  better  system  with 
the  Chinese  than  buying  upon  the  spot  ?-*!  should  think  it  is. 

2H0.  Do  you  think  tht*  Company  gets  a  better  quality  of  tea 
than  the  free-traders? — I  think  not.  I  have  had  my  informa- 
tion upon  that  point  from  the  American  supercargoes  ;  and  Mr. 
Wilcox,  who  was  a  very  well-informed  man,  told  me  that  be 
could  buy  teas  of  as  good  quality  as  any  of  the  Company ;  he 
has  been  frequently  there  in  the  Company's  stores,  when  they 
have  been  tasting  the  teas,  and  he  declared  to  me  that  he  could 
buy  as  good  teas,  and  that  he  had  sent  to  America  teas  equally 
as  good  as  the  Company's :  but  what  terms  the  Company  Imve 
purchased  their  teas  upon,  I  am  not  informed. 

214L  Is  that  speaking  of  tea  generally,  or  black  tea  or  green 
tea? — 0£  tea  generally*  But  the  free-traders  would  have  a 
great  advantage  over  the  Company,  which  would  more  than 
^  compensate,  I  think,  by  coming  cheaper,  not  having  sudi  a 
large  establishment,  and  having  their  ships  at  a  less  freight. 
The  Company *s  establishment  there  is  immense^  and  is  a  very 
heavy  expense,  which  the  free-trader  would  not  have ;  and  I 
tliink  the  free-trader  could  come  into  the  market  and  dispose  of 
all  bis  teas  in  Europe  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  Company 
could* 

2142.  Do  you  consider  that,  as  far  as  concerns  tlie  mere 
dealing  with  the  Chine&e,  the  Company  can  do  it  better  than 
individual  merchants  can  do  it? — ^1  think  they  can,  under  the 
present  system. 

2143.  Do  the  Factoryi  upon  the  whole,  rather  impede  the 
private  trade,  or  do  they  protect  and  encourage  it  ? — They  do 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  Tliey  take  care  that  you  do  not 
take  any  more  tea  from  China  than  your  license  allows  you* 
You  are  obliged  to  report  to  the  chief  supercargo  the  cargo 
that  you  bring  to  China,  and  also  what  you  take  away  ;  and  if 
we  do  any  thing  at  all  derogatory  to  their  directions,  or  the  in- 
structions we  receive,  they  will  foreclose  the  bonds  which  we 
are  under  at  Calcutta,  which  I  tbink  is  two  lacks ;  a  lack  for 
the  captain  and  a  lack  for  the  merchant. 

2144.  Are  they  at  all  vexatious  in  their  interference  with 
you?  — Not  the  least;  they  are  very  liberal;  they  behave  ex- 
ceedingly well  to  all  the  country  captains. 

2145.  You  do  not  consider  them  as  going  out  of  their  way  to 
molest  you  ? — Not  at  alL 

2146.  From  your  experience  of  the  trade  of  those  seas,  do 
you  think  that  if  the  China  trade  were  entirely  thrown  open^ 
branches  of  trade  would  not  spring  up  which  are  now  kept 
under  by  the  monopoly  ? — There  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  it. 
In  all  the  coast  of  Cochin  China  1  have  turned  down  with  the 
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Exmoath  with  a  foul  wind*  and  I  have  turned  into  leTeral  fine  ^  Mv.  laso. 

Ittrboon  ail  the  way  along  the  coast ;  we  turned  into  lix  or         

ieten  different  harbours  along  the  coast,  and  I  am  sure  there  ^^•^^^^^^'^ 

might  be  a  great  trade  carried  on  if  those  ports  were  open :  and 

not  onlj  that  but  with  the  great  islands  of  Japan,  which  we  hare 

BO  communication  with  whatever.     I  have  often  thousht  that  if 

m  embassy  was  sent  to  Japan,  and  a  favourable  result  ensued, 

there  would  be  no  doubt  an  immense  trade ;  for  those  people  are 

BOW  emetcing  to  dvilisation,  and  I  have  often  thought  that  a  very 

■eat  trade  might  be  carried  on  there.     If  an  English  whaler, 

qr  accident,  be  cast  away  there,  they  use  them  very  ill,  and 

BMDder  them  generally  ;  but  the  Dutch  carry  on  a  great  trade 

Ihoe  from  Batavia. 

2147.  When  you  speak  of  the  monopoly  being  an  impediment, 
do  Tou  mean  the  restrictions  which  now  exist  by  law  to  the  free 
trade  in  those  seas? — That  is  what  I  mean. 

2148.  Do  not  you  think  there  might  be  considerable  trade 
with  the  Phfltppiae  IsUmds  ? — A  great  trade  might  be  carried 
oa  with  the  Philippine  Islands  and  the  coast  of  Borneo. 

2149.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  ingenuity  arising  from  a 
6ee  exertion  of  private  interest  freouently  starts  means  of  trade 
Is  merdbanta  which  were  unknown  oefore  ? — Yes,  which  had  no 
existence  before,  no  doubt  of  it ;  a  great  deal  might  be  done  if 
the  trade  were  open. 

2150.  Is  there  any  trade  at  present  between  Mexico  and 
Canton? — Not  from  Mexico,  that  I  know  of;  but  there  is  a 
great  trade  carried  on  by  the  Americans  from  the  north-west 
coast  of  America  to  Canton. 

2151.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  that  trade  ?— Yes ;  both 
the  voyages  that  I  was  in  China  several  small  vessels  came  there, 
from  250  to  350  tons,  and  they  had  generally  furs  and  some 
fine  oil,  which  they  sold  at  Canton,  and  purchased  cargoes,  and 
went  home  to  America. 

2152.  Do  you  know  from  what  part  of  America  they  came  ? 
—From  Nootka  Sound  and  Cook's  Inlet. 

.  215S.  Is  that  trade  at  present  entirely  confined  to  the  Ame- 
ricana?— Entirely,  because  an  English  vessel  cannot  go  to  Can* 
too  at  all:  diat  was  one  of  the  greatest  grievances  that  I  saw. 

2154.  Do  not  vou  think  that  English  shipping  would,  if  that 
tnde  were  open,  have  the  same  advantage  with  the  Americans 
u  carrying  on  the  north-west  trade  with  China? — Yes;  no 
doubt  about  it. 

2155.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  a  very  profitable  trade 
to  the  Ainericans  ? — Yes,  very  profitable.  Several  gentlemen 
tibat  were  embarked  in  the  busmess  said  it  was  a  very  profit- 
able one. 

2156.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  a  trade  between  South  Amo- 
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ricd  aotl  Canton,  from  Valparaiso  and  Buenos  Ay  res  ? — No»  I 
do  not.  There  is  a  trade  from  Manilla  to  Canton;  but  they 
seldom  go  to  Canton,  they  generally  stop  at  Macao, 

2157»  Was  the  Company's  factory  any  protection  to  you  in 
carrying  on  the  trade  with  the  Chmese  ?—  Not  the  least.  If  the 
Hong  merchants  had  been  guilty  of  any  fraud,  or  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  I  believe  the  supercargoes  would  take  it  up  and  assist 
me  in  that  particular,  and  perhaps  intericre  with  the  Viceroy. 

2138,  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  the  private 
trade  derived  any  benefit  from  that  sort  of  intcrYcntioii? — No, 
I  do  not  know  of  any. 

2159.  Did  you  ever  hear  tliat  the  Americans  or  Europeans 
trading  to  China  derived  any  protection  trom  the  Company's 
factory?  — Not  the  least. 

2160.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  caae  occurring,  such  as  you 
have  alluded  to,  with  regard  to  a  Hong  merchant,  which  required 
such  an  interference  ? — I  believe  there  has  been  such  a  things 
but  not  in  my  time ;  perhaps  one  case  may  happen  in  twenty- 
four  years,  bull  believe  it  is  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

216L  you  have  stated  that  when  you  were  at  Canton  there 
were  several  Englishmen  carrying  on  trade  there  as  agents  under 
foreign  flags;  will  you  state  what  was  the  firm  of  the  house  in 
which  Mr.  Davison  was  ? — Davison  and  Co. 

2162.  Under  what  flag  did  they  do  business  ?— I  caBSOtsay 
whether  it  was  Danish  or  Prussian. 

2163.  What  other  English  houses  were  there  there  ? — Tlicre 
was  Magniac's  house  ;  I  think  they  were  under  the  Danish 
flag.     I  think  those  were  the  only  two  English  houses, 

2164.  Do  those  English  houses  do  a  great  deal  of  business? 
— A  great  deal. 

2165.  Was  any  of  it  with  Europe,  or  was  it  principally  con 
fined  to  the  country  trade  ? — There  was  both. 

2166.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  partners  of  those 
houses  are  now  in  England  ? — ^I  do  not  know. 

S167.  Suppose  you  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  your  own 
design  for  an  adventure  to  China,  and  being  supplied  with 
means,  selected  such  a  cargo  as  you  thought  suitable  for  ex- 
port, and  obtained  in  return  a  cargo  of  tea,  do  you  think  you 
could  obtain  a  more  favourable  result  than  the  Company  now 
does? — I  think  I  could  have  a  more  favourable  result,  because  I 
can  sail  my  ship  cheaper,  and  1  have  no  incumbrance  in  China, 
therefore  I  could  sell  my  cargo  equally  as  well  as  they  could. 
1  could  I  I  rcbase  my  teas,  perhaps^  not  quite  so  well,  but  I 
could  sell  it  In  England  cheaper  a  great  deal  than  what  ihey 
could. 

2168,  Would  the  diffrrence  be  great  in  degree  between  your 
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result  uid  the  result  the  Company   now  obuios  ? — I  should   4  Mat.  189a 
imagine  I  could  make  ten   per  cent,  more  than  the  Company        -*-— 
BOW  does.  ^'  •^• 

2169.  Do  jroB  know  now  what  the  proSt  b  which  the  Com- 
pany  makes  t — ^The  Company  make,  I  belicTe,  a  hundred  per 
cent. 

2170L  Then  do  yon  think  that  you  could  make  upon  an  ad- 
venture more  than  a  hundred  per  cent,  profit  ? — No ;  because  if 
the  ficpe  trade  was  open»  we  should  have  tea  cheaper,  and  the 
frioes  would  be  mudi  less. 

2171.  Did  you  not,  m  the  answer  you  have  given,  mean  to 
oompare  your  adventure  with  an  adventure  by  the  Company, 
IB  case  the  trade  was  open  ?— Yes,  in  case  the  trade  was  open  ; 
not  at  present ;  but  if  tlie  trade  was  open,  I  am  certain  that  I 
could  bring  that  commodity  here,  and  sell  it  cheaper  than  the 
Company  could. 

2172.  Supposing  you  obtained  permission  to  send  a  ship  in 
the  present  stale  of  things  from  this  country  to  China,  what 
profit  do  you  imagine,  with  the  present  prices  of  tea  in  the 
market  here,  you  would  realize  upon  that  voyage  ?*That 
would  be  a  thing  that  I  could  not  estimate. 

2173.  Uow  do  vou  calculate  that  the  Company  gain  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  profit  P^From  what  I  have  seen  of  teas  sold  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  1  ITnow  very  nearly,  though  not 
exactly,  what  they  give  for  them  in  China,  according  to  what 
I  gave  for  them  myself:  they  may  get  them  a  shade  lower,  but 
it  is  a  trifle. 

2174.  Comparing  the  prices  at  the  India  sales  with  the  prime 
cost  at  Canton,  should  you  say  that  they  get  one  hundred  per 
cenL  dear  profit,  after  deducting  the  charges  ?— I  have  no 
doubt  of  it. 

2175.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  difference  in  the 
expense  of  freight  between  a  Company's  ship  and  such  a  one  as 
you  should  think  suited  to  the  China  trade  ? — The  difference 
would  at  least  be  forty  per  cent. ;  I  could  fit  my  ship  out  at 
least  forty  per  cenL  cheaper  than  the  Company  do  at  present. 

2176.  Then,  if  the  sailing  of  a  ship  in  tlie  Company's  ser- 
vice cost  £14  per  ton,  it  would  cost  you  but  £10?*  Yes. 

2177.  Is  not  vour  assertion,  that  you  could  sell  cheaper  than 
Ae  Company,  munded  upon  your  belief  that  they  make  a  hun- 
jbed  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  it  is 

2178.  In  the  sort  of  adventure  that  has  been  spoken  of,  that 
is  of  goii»  out  to  China  for  a  cargo  of  teas,  is  there  any  branch 
of  that  adventure  in  which  you  tmnk  you  would  have  an  advan- 
tage over  the  Company,  excepting  in  the  article  of  freight  ?— 
No,  only  in  the  article  of  freight,  I  should  think  ;  but  I  am  not 
acquainted  exactly  with  what  the  Comoany  take  from  this 
eoontry  to  China ;  they  take  lead,  broaadoths,  and  different 
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RortB  of  woollens;  but  it  is  quite  a  secret  in  Canton^  we  know 
sery  little  about  it, 

2179.  Yoti  bave  already  stated,  that  you  tbink  the  Company 
coulil  deal  with  the  Chinese  upon  better  terms  than  you  €Ould» 
do  you  think  they  would  not  also  provide  their  money  there  upon 
better  terms  than  you  would  ?^ — No»  I  do  not  think  they  would, 
because  you  can  draw  bills  upon  any  respectable  merchant 
living  in  London  \  the  Chinese  would  take  them  with  the 
greatest  case.  In  fact,  the  house  of  Baring  &  Co.  in  London 
wuis  draivn  upon  by  the  Americans  on  as  good  terms  ;  at  leftst 
the  supercargoes  told  me  so, 

2180.  Do  not  yon  think  the  private-trader  would  discover 
many  articles  that  would  suit  the  market  there,  if  he  was  left  at 
perfect  liberty,  which  the  Company  never  dream  of? — Certain^ 
ly,  a  great  many  things  which  tlie  Company  never  think  of*. 

2181.  Do  not  yon  think  the  opening  the  trade  w^ouldhave  the 
effect  of  extending  the  list  of  commodities  in  which  the  trade 
is  carried  on  ?— Yes, 

2182.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  supercargoes  at 
Canton  could  not  find  out  those  articles  ?  —  I  cannot  say  why 
they  did  not  do  it 

2183.  Have  not  they,  residing  therei  and  having  persons  in 
their  employment,  the  very  best  means  of  finding  out  the  articles 
adapted  to  the  Chinese  market? — Certainly. 

2181.  Although  the  Company's  supercargoes  are  constantly 
residing  there,  do  you  think  it  probable  that  the  servants  of  the 
Company  would  be  as  anxious  to  push  their  trade  as  individuals 
who  are  trading  tor  their  own  account? — No,  I  do  not  believe 
it ;  I  think  individuals  upon  their  own  account  would  push  the 
trade  much  more  than  it  is  at  present, 

2185.  Are  not  you  aware  that  the  Company's  captains  and 
officers  are  permitted  to  trade  as  merchants  to  China? — Yes. 

2186.  Why  do  you  suppose  individual  merchants  would  be 
more  active  than  those  captains  and  officers  who  are  merchants  ? 
— ^We  can  only  draw  an  inference  from  what  has  happened  from 
opening  the  trade  with  Calcutta  ;  there  is  an  immense  trade  now 
carried  on  with  Calcutta,  compared  with  what  there  was  before 
the  trade  was  opened, 

2187.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  any  Englishman  to  go  into  Cbint 
without  leave  of  the  Chinese  authorities? — Canton  is  the^only 
port  that  is  open  to  trade  at  all  to  any  person. 

2188.  Do  you  consider  it  possible  for  Great  Britain  to  pennit 
Englishmen  to  go  into  tlie  interior  of  China  ? — I  liave  taken 
Europeans,  I  have  taken  a  French  bisliop  and  his  suite,  who 
went  into  the  interior  of  China  ;  I  landed  them  at  Macao*  and 
they  were  to  go  into  the  interior  as  missionaries. 

2189.  Are  not  the  Company's  servants,  who  deal  in  China  on 
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'  awn  acoattnl,  obliged  to  conhtm  tiiiwmlyci  to  llie  prrciae 

which  k  poiaud  out  by  ihetr  iiaMt«w ;  ihAt  it  ta  un 

they  cui  otilj  go  whi^re  their  muten  tend  ibe  veMeU  to'  ? 

^^190.  Hove  not  Iba  pnvaie   trade,  on  the   other  hundp  the 
iwer  of  ailocttttg  aJl  Ibe  diftrrent  markets,  both  of  the  E«it, 
;  of  Europe,  and  of  Amenca  ?— Yet. 

k2191.  Mittl  not  that  unlimited  range  give  them  a  great  adiran- 
^  over  Uie  Coiopany'g  tervanta,  irnote  trade  it  to  rett  rioted  ? 
CertaioJy. 

21M*  Did  not  yotir  answer  relate  to  the  trade  in  China  aloot  ? 
"In  ChijiA  alone. 

,  21 9S.  You  apeak  of  there  being  six  or  seven  ports  in  Cochin 
whkll  are  ooir  firequenled ;  how  doei  tbe  Cotiipaiiy  a 
._^  jlv  prvi^ent  (hoae  porta  and  places  being  traded  with  ?-* 
»  HOC  kooar.  Tbc  Cooipany  lias  notiiing  to  do  with  that»  it  is 
I  atiwigetDent  by  the  Chioeae ;  they  do  not  tuffler  any  otlier 

to  be  opened  but  Canloo. 
2lMw  Did  you  mean  to  say,  that  thote  ports  to  which  you 
f  not  traded  with  in  consec]uence  of  the  monopoly  of 
iCofBpany?^No,  the  Chineae  prevent  it  theinselvea»  and 
i  Codiin  Chinese.  l*hc  whole  range  of  the  coast,  aa  Ikr  aa 
m  aader  the  Chinese  gowmflseoW  but  only  oominally  to. 
SI05.  Upon  the  occasion  when  you  sailed  along  tbofsc  har- 
in  Cochin  China,  do  you  think  the  native  authorities 
have  permitted  you  to  enter  if  the  Company  had  given 
\  lenTe? — That  I  do  not  know ;  1  did  not  like  to  try  tliat^ 

2196*  Are  there  not  various  products  of  the  Eastern  Arcbr- 
vhich  are  fitted  alone  fur  the  China  market  ?— There 
ra  ia  Irapan,  which  the  French  caH   bedie-le^mer,  and 
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2I9T,  Are  you  aware  whether  the  trade  carried  on  with  tlic 
'-- ' "u  Art^ipelago  in  the  articles  you  have  alluded  to  ii  a  con- 
ile  trmde  or  not?— It  would  bo  ver^  considerable,  to  smaM 
particuUirly.    They  could  take  m  those  articles  I  have 
ttd«  abo  aaadal-woodt  wluch  is  taken   to  the  diinoao 
and  is  a  very  profitable  thing. 
819B.  Are  not  the  country  ships  of  India  allowed  ta  tildo 
*  'i  Cochin  China  from  Calcutta,  so  far  as  the  English  gav«m- 
^areooooergied?— At  tluit  tmie  they  wtire  nut:  our  licenae 
1 9m  fMily  to  go  to  Caitton,  and  we  catmot   trade  with  any 
'  porta,  except  what  our  license  allowed. 
2199.  Do  not  you  know  that  a  license  could  be  obtained  in 
[Calcutta  to  trade  to  Cochin  China  ? — I  do  not  know* 

2iCXl.  Is  a  license  ever  drawn  out  for  a  voyage  without  spect* 
fying  a  particular  port  ? — No. 
2201,  Do  yog  think  you  could  not  have  obtained  a  licenae 
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4  M»r.  1830.   empowerir^g  you  to  enter  any  port   upon  the  Cochin  Chineee 

.,  ~!    ,,       coast  ? — I  have  alw^aya  been  given  to  understand  so. 
Mr.  J.  Aken .  ,  ^  ° 

2202.  Did  you  ever  get  a  license  to  touch  and  trade  at  various 
ports? — No,  tlie  license  runs  thus:  to  goto  Canton,  and  to 
touch  and  trade  at  any  intermediate  port  between  there  and  Cal- 
cutta, outward  and  homeward  ;  but  that  h  only  to  the  country 
vessels. 

2203.  Would  that  license  include  the  ports  on  the  coast  of 
Cochin  China  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  have  always  understood  that  we 
coutd  not  trade  with  any  port  of  Cochin  Cliina. 

2204.  Tliat  jb,  that  the  Chinese  government  will  not  suffer  it  ? 
— Yefl. 

2205*  Are  not  you  aware  that  the  country  ships  might  clear 
out  for  any  part  of  Cochin  China,  if  the  local  government  would 
permit  it  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

2206.  Do  not  you  think  there  would  be  much  more  prohabiJity 
of  overcoming  the  prejudices  of  the  Chinese  in  regard  to  inter- 
course with  Europeans  or  other  ports  than  Canton,  if  the  mono- 
poly of  the  East-India  Company  were  done  away  with  ? — No» 
If  the  monopoly  of  the  East-Indin  Company  were  done  away 
with,  it  would  make  no  difference  whatever,  I  believe,  or  alter 
the  Chinese  policy  at  all. 

2207.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  enterprize  of  private  traders 
would  induce  them  to  go  to  other  ports,  and  ttiat  the  Chinese 
would  see  the  advantage  of  taking  llieir  goods  and  trading  with 
them  ? — They  might  in  the  course  of  time,  bot  at  present  I 
shouM  think  not.  An  embassy  sent  into  China  for  ihc  puqioM 
might,  perhaps,  do  away  that  prejudice,  but  not  any  thing  else 
done  by  individuals. 

2208.  Do  not  you  think  the  Chinese  would  see  the  interest 
they  had  selling  their  goods? — No  doubt  they  do  see  it,  they 
know  it  very  well ;  but  the  government  is  so  very  arbitrary  tJiat 
they  cannot  do  it.  The  best -informed  Chinese  that  I  ever  met 
with,  said,  that  if  all  the  ports  in  China  were  thrown  open,  it 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Chinese. 

2209*  Have  you  heard  that  opinion  generally  expressed  by 
the  intelligent  Chinese? — I  have. 

2210.  As  the  government  seems  to  possess  so  little  power 
to  put  down  smuggling,  is  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  would 
not  be  able  greatiy  to  control  what  is  done  at  those  ports?  — 
I  believe  that  is  the  reason  for  allowing  Canton  to  be  the  only 
port  that  is  open. 

221 L  What  do  you  think  would  become  of  any  vessel  that 
went  into  any  port  but  Canton? — ^Tbey  would  imprison  the 
crew,  and  take  tlic  ship  away  from  them. 

2212.  AUhnugh  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  Chinese  to 
trade,  you  think  they  would  lay  hold  of  the  crew  of  any  vessel 
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that  went  to  seek  trade  there  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  because  4  Mar.  1830. 
it  is  prohibited. 

2213.  Has  any  instance  come  to  your  knowledge  of  any 
European  vessel  having  gone  to  any  other  port  than  Canton  ?— 
None,  except  Macao. 

2214.  Have  you  been  much  in  the  way  of  hearing  of  instances 
of  the  sort,  if  they  had  occurred  ? — 1  have  been  in  that  part 
of  the  world  upwards  o^  thirty  years  ago,  but  I  never  knew  an 
instance  oi  a  ship  trading  to  any  other  port  over  which  the 
Chinese  had  any  control  whatever. 

2215.  Might  not  such  a  thing  liavc  taken  place  without  your 
knowing  any  thing  about  it  ? — I  think  I  must  have  known  it. 

2216.  Have  you  met  with  a  number  of  Chinese  Junks  in  tlie 
urse  of  your  voyages  there  ? — Yes. 

2217.  Have  you  ever  had  any  dealings  with  any  of  tlie  |)eople 
io  the  junks? — No,  1  never  have;  but  those  junks  now  have 
ibund  their  way  to  Sincapore.  There  are  great  quantities  of 
them  come  there  directly  from  Canton ;  and  they  come,  as  I 
am  toldy  from  some  of  the  ports  of  Cochin  China  to  Sincapore. 

2218.  You  stated  that  the  port  charges  at  Canton,  excepting 
the  cumshaw,  were  in  proportion  to  the  measurement  of  the 
vessel :  do  you  then  consider  that,  except  in  res|>ect  of  the 
cumshaw,  there  would  be  no  difference  in  the  advantage 
between  navigating  a  small  and  a  large  bhip,  as  far  as  the  pay- 
ment q€  the  port  charges  are  concerned  ? — There  may  be  some 
charges,  as  far  as  regards  the  linguist  or  the  conipradore*s  fees ; 
but,  generally  speaking,  1  believer  there  is  no  difference  except 
in  the  cumshaw. 

2219.  You  said,  that  saltpetre  was  smuggled  into  China, 
because  it  was  sold  to  greater  advantage  than  if  sold  to  the 
govemment :  do  you  mean  by  that,  that  the  Chinese  law  forbids 
the  sale  of  saltpetre  openly  to  any  person  except  to  the  govern- 
ment ? — Yes ;  they  do  not  allow  it  to  be  sold  except  to  the  go- 
verment- 

2220.  Do  you  conceive  that  if  the  Chinese  trade  were  en- 
tirely free,  it  would  be  a  beneficial  measure  to  the  natives  of 
British  India  ? — 1  do  not  know  tliat  it  would  be  more  beneficial 
to  them  than  it  is  at  present,  but  I  ttiink  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
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SECOND  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMBflTTEE  appointed  to  bquire  into  the 
present  State  oT  the  Apfaim  of  the  East-Imdia  Com- 
PANT,  and  into  the  Taadv  between  Gtmi  BrU^ith  the 
Ead'IfuUtif  and  Ckmai  and  to  report  their  Obienrations 
iheret^Min  to  the  Home ;  and  who  were  eaapoweted  to  report 
the  Mivuna  ov  tbs  Btidjumb  taken  befere  them  ftem 
time  to  timey  to  the  Home  ;— 

HAVE  made  m  fbrther  Prcigrma  in  the  Matten  to  them 
referred,  and  had  examined  sereral  WitneMee;  and 
directed  the  Mihutes  of  the  Etidehcb  to  be  reported 
to  the  House  op  to  the  18th  daj  of  this  insUQU  March, 
mdaiiTe. 

IM  Biarck  1880. 


Si 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Lufm,  8°  die  Martii  la^d. 
William  Waed,  Esq.  in  ihc  Chair. 


8  Mar,  1830, 


r 


Captain  RICHARD  ALSAGER,  called  in,  and  examined- 

222 L  What  is  jour  profession  ?—* I  have  been  nine  voyag€» 
in  the  Company's  service  as  an  officer,  and  five  as  a  commander. 
The  last  ship  1  commanded  was  ttie  Waterloo,  and  previous  to 
that  the  Grenville. 

2222.  What  was  the  tonnage  of  the  ship  you  formerly  com- 
manded in  the  service  of  the  East-India  Company  ? — The  ton- 
nage of  the  Waterloo  is  13 DO  tons  and  a  few  over* 

2223.  Is  there  any  advantage  in  having  shipa  of  that  class  ibr 
the  China  trade  P-^Very  great  indeed. 

2224.  Do  they  pay  the  same  port  duties  in  China  in  propor- 
tion to  their  tonnage  as  t»ma]ter  sliips? — I  thiak  the  average  of 
the  port  dues  on  a  large  ship  came  to  about  20i.  a  ton ;  I  think 
upon  ships  of  500  tons  they  would  come  to  about  £2  a  ton. 

2225.  Are  the  ships  in  the  Company's  service  made  available 
for  carrying  troops  and  other  territonal  purposes? — They  arc 
very  convenient  and  healthy ;  and  standing  high  out  of  the 
water,  there  is  always  room  and  plenty  of  air. 

2226.  Have  the  governments  of  India  employed  them  in  war  ? 
— Several  times*     I  havs  been  fitted  out  under  Captain  Birch  : 
we  have  mounted  44  guns ;  we  considered  ourselves  then  equal  i 
to  any  frigate. 

2227.  How  did  they  answer  j  s  ships  of  war  when  so  em- 
ployed ? — tiemarkably  well ;  they  have  several  times  distin-j 
guished  themselves*  When  Captain  Bulteel  went  out  in  the 
Belliqueux  to  India,  he  fell  in  with  three  French  frigates  on  th 
Brazil  coast.  One  Ite  attacked  ;  he  sent  two  Indiamen  after  thj 
Medea»  which  struck  to  the  Exeter ;  the  Bombay  Castle  conun 
upj  the  third  was  attacked  by  the  Warley,  and  escaped 
throwing  her  guns  overboard  and  cutting  some  of  her  bea 
through.    That  was  in  1600. 
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SSStl.  triht  Mttie  qMiinttty  oftea  was  brought  home  m  itfiuiHcr    §  Mat.  isao, 

h^  during  dit  timo  of  war  as  the  Compmny  h«v«  been  in  the         

' ';  of  icDpofting,  cauld  they  have  been  protected  by  the  con-  ^^^*^i*H^* 
,  which  tJtm  ^overomcnt  approprtAted  for  the  nroCeclion  of 
ays  thiptP^lf  tbe^  were  in  ji  tmjiUer  cla«s  q( Mn^ 
r  500  toaa,   for  example*  Jt  waulil  take  faur  ihips  to  bru^ 
•  one  cargo  tuch  at  it  bmught  in  one  1 SOO  too  ihip :  eooae- 
Lly,  if  twenty  ihipa  it  the  regular  number  of  our  aesaoint  it 
itske  eighty  to  bring  home  tiie  aame  quantity  of  tea.     I 
l^lioaU  tktuk  amall  thipn  scatter  wide  and  far  from  the  coniroy^ 
I  the  thtfia  of  the  C^ompany  are  able  to  protect  thefnadTtt  ui 
lemeaaurei  and  they  are  more  ob(?tlirnt  to  the  onbrt  of  Urn 
.  COBfOjr,  exdntinrely   of  their  being  able  to  protect  themtetvet 
[irfiMtially  vidMmt  any  other  protection. 

S82d.  If  the  diactpUne  good  in  the  Comfiany*f  iliipt?<»I  think 
I  they  are  in  the  highest  state  of  diadpline*  and  iiidi  at  to  call 
^  ftr  the  uwBWimditfcm  of  genttomen  of  the  ntvy  on  aeteral  oeca- 

t2S0,  Whjr  would  one  vewel  of  1300  or  1400  torn  carry  u 
ndi  tea  sa  km  or  fire  veaaels  of  500  ions  ?»There  if  a  greater 
\  c^ttdty  of  hold  :  they  take  the  cargoet  regtilu^ly  ;  they  are  of 
ts^eai  that  there  it  kaa  brtokage  and  Iraa  da« 

SSI.  What  wryuld  be  the  rate  of  tnaurance  under  correfpond* 

%  circMBittancei  of  u  lArge  vetsel  and  a  amall  one  ?<~ There  it 

aot  aay  difference  made  at  Lloyd* t,  except  preference ;  and 

the  underwriter  getB  a  policy  of  iDoro  nak  lacked  on 

flD the  iiiiipoaed  leaa  riik  tn  the  Compaoy'i  ihipa. 

\  fSS2.  How  muiy  sht{>s  iHimewardbeund  witlt  tea  have  been 
,  bit  b  your  expenence  ? — I  have  no  recollection  of  anir  iioco 
;  Iha  Gangeaf  whkh  I  think  mtiat  have  been  in  1806  or  1W7* 

^  Where  waa  the  Gangea  lost  7 — She  foundered  ofi*  the 
Sbe  wai  a  ship  that  waa  built  with  scantling  not  equal 
r  abe,  and  tho  waa  repaired  at  i^ombay  af\cr  having  sprung 
faleak. 

tW.   How  many  ships  have  brought  tea  homeward  linco 
IWJ? — I  think  the  average  i^  from  twenty-one  to  twenty*ChrfO 
r  tv  I  he  class  of  1 2(K)  tons, 

^         1  >e  have  been  about  five  hundred  ships  in  that 

'^ — About  that  number* 

S.  You  attribute  this  small  nroportton  of  caaual^ea  to  the 
or  quality  of  the  ships?— \es;  and  the  caro  that  is  taken 
their  outfiL 

2237,  Supposing  that  the  trade  required  twenty  slups  of  the 

whicJi  you  have  stated,  and  that  of  a  nmdler  class  eighty 

ould  be  recjyired,  what,  accortlin*^'  to  the  lcn*t  calculation  of 

wo«ilct  be  the  tonnage  of  the  eighty  sliips;  would  it  be 

oratoiacbBige  of  freight  ? — As  a  matter  of  calculaikmp 


EVIDENCE 

8  Mat.  IM30.   I  should  Uiink  the  expense  of  the  smaller  fthipa  wouki  be  less, 
exclusive  of  the  advantages  attending  the  large  ihipB  in  them- 

2238.  By  what  calculation  do  you  come  to  that  conclusion  ? 
^There  is  a  great  facility  in  the  large  ships  in  receiving  the 
cargo  as  it  comes  alongside.  It  ii  sent  from  Canton  in  boats 
containing  500  or  600  quarter-chests  of  tea;  in  the  large  ships 
they  are  taken  in  and  put  into  their  place  immediately,  for  there 
is  a  greater  extent  of  space  to  stow  them,  and  they  are  not  moved 
again. 

2239.  Would  not  the  freight  upon  the  large  ships  come  to  a 
smaller  sum  of  money  than  upon  the  smaller  ships  ?— The  average 
freight  of  a  large  ship  at  present  to  China  varies  from  £20  to  £22 
a  ton  out  and  home^  taking  it  to  India  and  China.  The  tenders 
are  hy  open  competition,  and  the  lowest  tender  is  always  takeu* 

2240.  What  would  he  the  freight  of  a  smaller  sliip  ?*^1  have 

never  sailed  in  a  smaller  ship,  and  therefore  I  am  not  capable  of 
judging ;  but  with  the  harbour  expenses  in  China  of  £2  a  ton, 
and  the  various  equipments,  I  can  hardly  conceive  tliey  could  do 
it  under  iC16  a  tou»  paying  all  charges. 

224 L  Then  would  it  be  cheaper  to  employ  large  ships  or  smuU 
ones  ?^ — In  a  pecuniary  point  of  vievv  I  should  think  the  smaller 
would  be  cheaper. 

2342.  What  would  be  the  insurance  of  a  vessel  of  the  large 
class  ? — I  have  paid  myself  £6  per  cent,  insurance  out  and  home 
upon  the  double  voyage. 

2243.  Was  that  in  peace  or  in  war? — During  the  present 
peace.     I  have  only  commanded  ships  since  1817, 

2244.  What  would  be  the  insurance  during  war  ?— ^Twelve 

guineas  per  cent. 

2245»  Do  you  know  w^hether  the  Americans  introduce,  by 
smuggling,  articles  into  consumption  in  China?— I  have  not  seen 
it,  but  1  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  it. 

2246.  Do  you  think  they  could  supply  that  market  with  bene- 
fit, by  means  of  smuggling,  which  the  Company  do  not  engage 
in? — Under  the  shadow  of  the  Company,  1  think  they  do  often. 

2247.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Company  assist  in  smuggling  ? — 

No,  I  do  not ;  hut  they  make  use  of  the  Company's  name.  They 
have  not  the  Company's  sanction  ;  but  goods  are  made  up,  as 
wooUenSj  in  the  shape  of  Company's  bales,  the  Company's  marks 
are  on  them,  and  they  are  passed  as  Company*s  bales  when  they 
are  not  bo, 

2248.  Where  are  the  goods  unshipped  ? — At  Whampoa  ;  all 
ships  unload  at  Wliampoa* 

2249.  Have  you  known  any  instances, within  your  own  obser* 
vationi  of  this  practice  ? — I  l*ave  seen  a  bale,  or  two  in  the  Chi* 
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*  metdmni'm  bongt  t}ml  had  iMen  pemi^  tm  Comproy*!  hnlei  i  Mv.  leaa 
» weft  AtDcnaut*  " 

ttSO.  That  jott  knew  to  have  been  AmcfficaaP^Tliejr  were  ^^'^  ^*^^' 
'  out  to  me  at  Americaiii  and  they  were  net  tpim  eoffrectJy 
,  aid  I  haie  aiM  the  leail  ckMilH  thai  thejr  ii«ie  Anorksii. 
tSftl*  li  it  the  gefteral  practice  widi  the  AiMricana  to  dt^sote 
'  dieir  outward  ioTeftinentt  and  mamrfhctored  gooda  witJi  a 
rw  af  aan^ggiii^  into  China,  and  by  whan  an  tb^amagilrd? 
^  4  aai  Mi  apeve  thai  die  Atnericana  can  anifll^  Cir|9ea  into 
^Chiaa.    Tbeyt  tade  openly  like  other  tradefi  to  Chiaat  eac«pt 
'ft  4pian  s  Ofium  b  a  proliibitcd  article     But  I  am  not  aware 
htl  dbe  Americaoji  arc  under  any  nrccMity  of  imuggltiig. 

tS&SL  Do  they  not  diapoae  of  thctr  cargoca  to  the  Hong  mer- 
haMa*  who  fornggte  them  ?^-l  am  not  aware  of  that. 
fMi*  What  did  yen  mean  by  stating  that  the  AmeHcani 
■qggted  under  the  ahadow  of  the  Cocapanv  ^ — If  1  made  nae 
Ukm  ward  amtiggle*  it  U  perhaps  ttroonr  than  1  ain  entWed 
» oiB.  I  do  net  aMan  that  they  evaded  the  dmiea  to  Cbi»B» 
that  the  parcala  were  taade  up  in  the  thape  of  the  Com 
p^i  goods,  and  sold  as  such  when  they  were  not  sOt 

Are  you  aware   that  wooUena  lent  out  by  other  ah^ 

t  of  the  aamc  qtmlity  at  the  woollena  tent  out  in  the  Co»» 

fm  Mpm  ? — There  is  not  titat  care  and  attention  :  lliey  are 

Company's  rejected  goods   ttiat  are  taken  f»ui  by  indi- 

Uow  do  y«u  know  tttat  tliey  are  not  9C  good  ? — Bv 

HBe  oi  them  oiwiiad  aometioieat  and  knowing  thalfloeda 

lan  rejected  haiae  been  offered  to  me  w  a  mernml, 

la  gooda  I  have  known  to  have  been  sent  out* 

€3an  you  state  the  yoar  when  that  ooctirred  i — It  it  not 

to  one  year. 

Can  you  give  the  Comitsittee  any  Initaace  of  it  ?^In 
119,  m  IB^J,  and  in  1823. 

Were  those  goodi  ofiered  to  you  at  a  lower  price  than 
ipao?  had  ttipulated  to  give? —  Being  rtnectcd  by  the 
tbey  were  thrown  hade  upon  the  meramnts*   hands, 
rere  wdling  to  sell  them  for  what  they  eoutd  get. 
ftSO.  Was  the  merchant  who  offered  them  to  you  in  Eng^ 
1?— Yes. 

Bo  you  believe  that  the  goods  rejected  by  the  East- 
pbdia  Cuiupmay  afterwardt  6nd  their  way  to  Chioa«  and  are  lold  7 
'  M  bare  not  tlie  hsast  duuht  of  it. 

n6l.  Are  you  aware  whether  thev  are  soUl  for  less  than  tlie 
Cofupany^l  goods  ?— Some  I  have  known  told  equal,  without 
Ifac  hale  being  opened,  with  the  Company's  mark. 

nfi8»  How  can  they  have  the  Company's  mark  if  tliey  were 
Mit  exported  by  the  CompMiy  ;— To  a  Chinese  it  would  apfjoar 


8  Mar.  1830. 


EVIDENCK  ON  KAST-TNDIA  AFFAIRS 

to  be  the  Company's  mark;  there  is  a  heart  and  4 ;  instead  of  a 
V  there  is  an  I*  there  is  a  C  or  nn  L  instead  of  an  E  ;  but  to  the 
Chinese  the  English  characters  are  unknown^  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  mark  is  the  same  to  them,  though  not  really  so. 

2263.  So  that  they  have  not  the  Company's  mark  in  reality?— 
No ;  but  it  is  what,  at  a  short  distance,  a  Euro[>ean  would  take 
to  be  the  Company's  mark, 

2264-.  With  this  facility  of  imposition,  is  the  Company's 
mark  of  any  great  importance  in  the  Chinese  market  ?— It  is  a 
guarantee  to  any  bale  that  has  the  mark  upon  it. 

22Cy5,  If  an  imitation  can  he  so  easily  effected  as  to  impose 
upon  the  Chinese,  can  the  real  mark  be  of  any  great  importance 
in  the  Chinese  market  ? — Experience  may  prove  that  they  are 
mistaken  in  this  mark,  and  they  may  begin  to  analyze  it.  1  am 
speaking  now  of  the  early  part  of  the  time  when  they  took  it  for 
granted  that  it  w  as  the  Company's  mark. 

2206,  Have  the  cases  of  deception  to  which  you  allude  been 
numerous  ? — If  one  or  two  came  urder  an  individuafs  obser\a* 
(ion  like  myself,  who  had  a  great  deal  to  attend  to,  I  think  they 
must  be  numerous. 

2267.  If  they  are  numerous,  what  importance  can  you  attach 
to  the  Company's  mark  ?— I  myself,  as  an  individual,  attach 
every  importance  to  it,  and  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  dealiag 
with  the  Company  know  it. 

2268.  You  attach  importance  to  it  because  you  are  able  to 
distinguish  the  genuine  mark  from  the  forged  mark  ;  but  with 
respect  to  the  Chinese,  whom  you  have  stated  as  being  incapable 
of  making  that  distinction^  what  importance  can  they  attach  to 
the  Company's  mark  ? — ^They  lake  ihem  all  to  be  the  Company  • 
mark,  and  they  are  taken  up  the  country  with  that  mark  on 
them. 

2269.  If  they  arc  taken  up  the  country  with  the  foraged 
marks  as  well  as  the  real  marks,  is  there  any  importance  attach- 
ed to  the  real  marks?— I  can  only  say  that  tliey  are  all  taken  up 
as  real. 

2270.  Supposing  a  case  occurred  in  whicli  the  Company's 
mark,  either  in  reality  or  in  imitatino,  were  not  upon  a  bue^ 
would  it  pass  current  into  the  country  ?  — I  think  it  would  be 
opened, 

227  L  How  many  pounds  of  tea  do  you  reckon  to  be  carried  • 
by  the  ton  in  a  large  vessel  ? — The  black  tea  and  the  green  are 
different,  the  green  tea  being  more  bulky  and  lighter ;  000  cwt. 
I  tliink,  of  black  tea. 

2272.  What  difference  is  made  in  the  freight  in  consequence 
of  going  to  India  instead  of  proceeding  direct  to  China? — -There 
is  generally  a  deduction  of  30s*  per  ton  for  the  circuitous  route  ; 
305,  are  deducted  for  the  double  voyage  between  the  two  inter- 
mediate ports. 
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Are  ihe  C^ofoniteee  to  uadaHiiid  tlm  Uie  Camftmj 
wad  A  ship  loaded  irtfh  troopi  to  Midiii,  and  thence  to 
IT  aOt*  leei  tiwii  eetidtiig  tl  dirtcl  to  Chum  ?— Thirtj  ^ 

2874.  8u|ifoeiiigMihyto  mU  diiect  lo  CeJcutta«  end  luiodier 

to  Oniofi,  would  there,  or  not*  be  any  dHfereoce  io  the 

The  freiglil  to  Calcutta  would  be  leu  tJuui  the  freight 

m     because    there  ere  lo  many   hiybour  charge*  to 

U  but  what  the  difiereoee  iroiild  be  I  ccmld  not  «ay, 

tS7lw  WaoM  tliere  be  any  otJierdifemioe  than  the  harbour 
dame? — I  am  not  aware  of  aoj  otliar  dMbtnce t  itieyare 
nijliaefjr* 

f?W,  Do  you  know  the  peeetPl  aoMMUit  of  fircight  to  Cal- 
cutta ?— I  hB?e  seen  such  variety  that  I  can  hardly  quote  any 
cnteriOQ. 
2277*  You  have  stated  that  upon  a  large  ship  the  harbotir 
i  at  Cantoti  would  amount  to  £1  a  i^n,  and  upon  a  smaller 
!  a  too  ;  will  you  state  what  the  itcmi  wauLd  be  ?— *11l# 
ire  from  the  centre  of  the  fore-mast  to  the  ctntra 
I  niaeii-tnast,  and  from  outside  to  outsklc ;  tlie  depth  ia 
alloDed.  Tliere  lit  a  grc*iit  space  in  a  large  ship  tetwetn 
^  of  the  fore-tiiast  and  ihe  bows ;  there  is  also  a  largo 
the  centre  of  the  mi/^'n-majit  aad  the  ilefti» 
I  is  MC  measured,  and  there  is  a  depth  of  seveotoeo  feel 
I  a  small  ship  has   only  about  twelve  or 

Tbe  difference  then  arises  from  the  large  ship  not  being 
'"  maauredby  the  Chinese  P^There  is  a  greater  ^ace 

2270L  Yoa  have  stated,  diat  there  is  a  great  advantage  io 

00  the  trade  in  large  ships  ;  supposing  that  to  be  the 
could  not  the  private  trader  carr^'  on  his  business  in 

1  also?— -The  officers  of  the  large  ships  are  trained  up 
;  thev  sail  in  tlie  different  grades  during  their 

_  till  the  time  they  arrive  at  the  comnuuid :  they 
srr  bfttercapable  of  undertaking  the  responsibility  and  the  care 
sfthecoDoam  than  an  indiftdual  put  tn  there  at  once  would 

Can  you  state  whether  the  officers  of  the   Company *s 
wrt  teas  from  India  to  China  ? — Tliey  do  in  ihetr  pri- 
«itei 


aM» 


fSbL  What  quantity  of  tea  does  a  captain  import  P^lle  is 
•Hewed  fifty ^11  tons  ufKin  a  ship  of  1200  tons* 

«t82.   What  is  the  chief  male  allowed  ?— They  arc  all  stated 
istbe  boolt  ci  regulations;  I  think  103  is  the  sum  total  of  tbe 
'  and  oincen* 
Rosawbottdo  tbe  oftcers  of  the  Company's  shipa 
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8  Mar,  18;*0.    purchase  their  tea  ? — Oenemily  of  Hong  merchanu,  if  we  can 

get  them. 

2284.  Do  you  often  find  difficulty  in  getting  them  from  the 

Hong   merchants?— Not  a  great   difficulty;  we  like  that  the 
person  who  secures  our  ships  should  buy  our  cargo. 

S285.  Do  they  often  purchase  tea  from  the  outside  mer- 
chants ? — I  have  never  purchased  tea  from  the  outside  n»cr- 
chati  ts*  I  have  heard  that  officers  have  done  it  sometimes  for 
barter^  at  great  risk^  and  at  great  loss  in  quality.  Wlien  they 
have  returned  to  China,  the  person  has  not  beeo  fouod  that 
they  bouglit  the  tea  from. 

2286.  Are  all  the  younger  officers  competent  to  the  manage- 
ment of  that  transaction  ? — The  duty  of  their  office  requires  too 
much  attention  generally  for  them  to  engage  much  m  trade ; 
and,  as  such,  generally  the  commander  has  paid  them  a  cer- 
tain sum  for  their  investment. 

2287,  What  does  he  pay,  commonly  speaking,  for  their  ton- 
nage ? — It  varies  according  to  the  amount  of  investment  in 
China»  and  the  difficulty  of  remitting  homct  from  £20  Iq  £44) 
a  ton, 

2288,.  Has  it  ever  been  higher  than  £40  a  ton  ?^ — I  have  never 
paid  more. 

2289,  Wliat  is  the  amount  of  per-centage  paid  by  the  Com- 
pany's officers  to  the  Company?— I  do  not  know  :  upon  the  ton 
it  is  about  25  per  cent. 

2290.  Was  it  not  larger  formerly  than  it  is  now  ?— It  waa  SS 
formerly. 

229L  When  did  the  reduction  take  place  ?— I  am  not  very 
competent  to  speak  to  the  time:  I  suppose  ten  years.  It  was 
previous  to  my  being  a  commander. 

2292.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  tea  annually  exported 
by  the  officers'  privilege  ?^ — It  varies  very  much  ;  because  an 
officer  that  has  a  large  capital  cannot  afford  to  invest  his  capital 
in  tea,  because  tea  embraces  but  a  small  sum, 

2293.  Did  you  ever  know  it  amount  to  2,000 >000  of  pouodi 
in  any  one  year  ?^ — I  cannot  answer  that, 

2294.  Have  you  ever  had  any  bad  tea  delivered  to  you  ?^ — I 
have  always  dealt  with  the  Hong  merchants,  and  I  have  never 
liad  any  bad  tea,  I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  that  respect-  A 
number  of  my  brother  officers,  that  have  dealt  with  the  outside 
merchants,  have  suffered  greatly  from  having  bad  tea. 

2295.  Will  you  mention  an  instance  in  which  an  officer  has 
had  bad  tea  sold  to  him  by  an  outside  merchant  ?^l  think  I 
recollect  Captain  Natme  in  one. 

2296.  In  what  year  was  that  ?^  1922  or  1624,  I  believe. 

2297.  Where  is  the  tea  so  brought  by  the  officers  sold? — At 
the  East-India  Company's  sales. 
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•  2298.  How  soon  afWr  the  arrival  of  any  ship  it  the  privileged  8  Mar.  1830. 

lea  diapoted  of? — At  the  very  first  quarterly  sale  afterwards.  

2299.  Hare  you  ever  known  any  of  the  privileged  teas  re-  ^"^^      «^i*r. 
fused  by  the  buyers? — None  of  my  own;  and,  speaking  per- 
sonally, I  know  of  none.     I  have  heard  of  others,  but  I  cannot 
ipeak  to  individual  cases. 
230(1.  You  cannot  then  speak  of  the  extent  of  it  ? — No. 

2301.  Do  you  consider  that  privileged  tea  is  of  better  or 
worse  quality  than  what  is  purchased  by  the  Com|)any  ? — We 
are  very  often  glad  to  take  what  the  Company  has  rejected, 
and  I  Uiink  the  tea  is  a  grade  lower. 

2302.  Does  it  sell  for  less  in  the  sales  at  the  India- HouHe  ?— 
Sometimef  we  buy  it  in  smaller  boxes»  and  that  is  an  advan- 
tage ;  bat   I   think,  generally  speaking,  it  fetches  ratlier  less 


2303.  Do  you  deal  entirely  yourselves,  or  do  you  deal  through 
the  Company's  Factory  in  Chma?— Entirely  ourselves. 

2304.  Could  you  state,  upon  an  average  of  your  several 
voyages,  what  profit  the  tea  so  imported  by  privilege  lias  given  ? 
^The  last  voyage  I  gained  but  little  or  nothing  by  tlie  tea : 
that  ia,  if  I  reckon  the  dollar  at  5f.  The  dollar  is  considered 
as  current  at  5i.  in  Canton,  though  it  is  worth  only  4<.  \d» ;  but 
if  we  make  it  5s.  home,  we  consider  ourselves  fortunate.  We 
sdl  our  outward  investments  by  the  dollar  at  fw.,  and  then  if 
wo  get  our  money  home  at  5«.  we  consider  ourselves  Ibrtunate. 
This  last  time  I  scarcely  did  that. 

2305.  If  the  dollar  is  worth  4s.  !</.,  and  you  get  it  home  at 
5t.,  b  not  that  getting  a  profit  of  nearly  25  per  cent.  ? — Then 
we  ledum  the  same  upon  the  outward  investment  upon  the 
dollar  when  it  is  not  so. 

2306.  Then,  in  reality,  taking  the  pound  sterling  you  disburse, 
and  the  pound  sterling  you  realize,  what  is,  upon  an  average, 
the  profit  of  the  privi^ged  trade  ? — If  it  is  ten  per  cent.,  upon 
die  money  invested,  I  consider  that  a  very  good  return  indeed. 

2307.  Have  the  woollen  goods  you  took  out  been  profitable 
or  not?  — By  no  means  ;  I  have  lost  by  them. 

2308.-  Were  the  goods  that  you  lost  by,  the  rejected  goods  of 
which  you  spoke  ? — Some  were. 

2309.  Are  the  rejected  goodn  of  the  Company  commonly  to 
bebought  in  London  ? — I  think  they  may  be. 

2310.  What  is  the  sort  of  tea  that  the  Company'*  officers 
generally  bring  over? — It  varies  dccording  to  the  individuars 
diotce. 

2311.  Is  it  commonly  tea  of  the  lower  price,  or  o(  the  higher 
price?— Lately  it  has  been  the  lower  price:  some  time  ago  it 
vas  rather  in  the  highest  priced  tea^ ;  but  people  do  not  buy 
the  highest  priced  teas  now. 

2  K 
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8  M»r.  1830.       2312.  When  you  say  you  are  content  with  ten    per    cent 
— ~         profit,  what  allowance  do  yoii  make  for  the  freight  in  that  ? — 
Ci^d,E*Jlsagcr.  j^  j  purchase  freight,  I  reckon  that  in  as  charges  of  merchan- 
dize ;  if  it  m  my  own  privilege,  I  do  not  reckon  it* 

2313.  How  do  you  reckon  it? — I  reckon  it  in  the  privileges 

and  allowances  of  the  voyage- 

2314'.  So  that,  even  including  your  privilege  of  freight,  BtiM 
your  voyage  does  not  give  you  more  than  10  per  cent.  ?*— I  am 
speaking  of  the  bringing  the  tea  home*  If  I  speak  individually, 
I  have  heen  more  fortunate  than  perhaps  I  deserve  :  there  are 
other  individuals  who  have  suffered,  and  perhaps  lost  money  by 
it.     I  should  say  the  average  does  not  admit  that* 

2315*  You  mean  to  say  that,  according  to  your  judgment, 
and  what  you  have  heard  from  your  brother  officers  in  the  same 
trade,  10  per  cent,  is  as  much  as  is  made  home,  tlirowing  in  the 
freight  for  nothing  ? — ^Yes,  I  should  think  it  was.  If  I  brought 
forward  unfortunate  instances,  there  are  several  commanders 
who  have  gone  there  four  or  fi^iQ  voyages,  and  they  are  bank- 
rupts from  having  been  unfortunate  in  their  trade*  I  should 
think  that  where  one  man  has  succeeded^  five  almost  have  failed 
in  making  that. 

2316.  Notwithstanding  they  had  a  great  portion  of  the  freight 
for  nothing  ?*— Yes. 

2317.  How  comes  it  that  the  Company,  paying  a  very  heavy 
freight,  make  a  very  profitable  trade  with  China ;  while  their 
officers,  who  do  their  own  business,  getting  the  freight  for 
nothing  at  all,  should  make  it  answer  so  ill? --We  have  a  large 
accumulation  of  goods  sometimes  in  China  that  we  are  glad  to 
sell;  and  there  is  a  difficulty  in  remitting  our  money  home. 
We  have  more  capital,  generally,  than  we  can  put  in  our  privi- 
lege p  therefore  we  are  very  glad  to  select  those  articles  in  which 
we  can  invest  the  greatest  sum. 

2318*  You  have  stated  that  the  average  Ireight  of  ships  is 
from  £20  to  £23 ;  are  you  aware  that  there  are  ships  now  em- 
ployed by  the  Company  receiving  £21  a  ton  ?— I  am  not  aware 
of  It, 

23I9«  You  have  commanded  one  of  the   Company  a  awn 

ships  ? — I  have* 

2320*  How  many  ships  have  they  ?— Eight. 

2321.  Are  you  aware  what  is  the  rate  of  freight  per  ton,  out 
and  home,  on  the  Company's  own  ships  ?^^ — No,  I  am  not  aware. 

2322.  Do  you  suppose  they  sail  cheaper  than  they  could  be 
contracted  for  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  upon  that  point* 

2323*  You  have  stated  considerable  losses  which  have  been 
Buffered  by  commanders  of  those  ships  ;  can  you  state  whether, 
upon  a  voyage  to  China,  a  commander  of  a  Company's  ship  is 
not   expected  to  make  from   £10,000  to  £20,000?—!  liavc 
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hoyrd  of  rach  thingf,  I  do  notbeUere  them ;  I  had  no  experience  8  Mw.  IBM. 

to  that  extent  myielf.  

9984.  Hare  you  never  heurd  that  £90,000  hare  been  made?  ^*»*-*-^*'V'- 
«-I  hare  heard  of  men  speculating  hi  a  particular  article,  by 
wfaidi  thejr  were  either  ruined  or  made ;  but  I  do  not  consider 
that  a  criterion  of  the  general  merchant/ 

2325.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of  the  average 
of  five  Tcmget?— A  double  voyage  b  considered  a  great  ad- 
vantage, mm  the  circumstance  of  getting  passengers,  and 
taming  our  capital  three  times;  and,  generally  speaking,  I 
skoida  aay  if  a  commander  were  on  those  vovages  to  dear 
£5^000;  I  think  he  is  a  very  fortunate  man  indeed :  but  I  should 
ssy  chore  are  many  that  do  not  make  that. 

2396.  Then  you  mean  to  say,  that  upon  the  average  of  the 
Company's  larger  ships,  as  far  as  you  know,  the  commanders  do 
not  make  £5,000  a  voyage?—!  should  think  not.  We  are 
tiadus  singly  upon  our  own  capital,  and  perhaps  we  are  not 
very  cooHminicative  about  it ;  but  that  is  tne  impression  upon 
ny  mind. 

B27.  Ibve  jrou  been  fVom  Bombay  to  China  ?  - 1  have. 

2928L  What  portion  of  the  freight  are  you,  as  comnoanderp 
aDowed  from  Bombay  to  China?— Two  fiAhs  of  the  ship. 

2S29.  How  many  tons  will  that  be  in  a  1300  ton  ship?— 
About  500  tons. 

2390.  What  is  the  rate  of  freight  per  ton  you  receive  upon 
oottoB  P^There  b  a  deduction  on  Uie  part  of  the  Company  of 
£2  per  ton  from  the  privilege  allowed  to  the  commander.  I 
have  been  very  g^  to  get  a  little  freight,  if  I  could,  to  fill  up 
tbb  privil^;e;  but,  generally  speaking,  I  have  lost  by  the 
cotton  firom  Bombay  to  China. 

2391.  What  is  the  highest  freight  you  ever  got  per  candy  ? — 
Thhty-two  rupees.  The  Bombay  rupee  is  only  worth  U.  M. 
to2«. 

2332.  That  is  about  64  rupees  a  ton  ?— About  that. 

2333.  That  would  leave,  after  the  deduction  of  £2  per  ton, 
£4  per  ton  profit,  which  on  500  tons  would  be  £2,000  ?— Yes ; 
hot  to  get  a  little  freight  we  are  oflen  obliged  to  buy  cotton,  so 
that  I  have  had  half  freight  and  half  purchases:  the  hitter  I 
liave  lost  by. 

2334.  Is  that  every  voyage,  or  only  occasionally?—!  lost 
two  voyages  out  of  three. 

2335.  How  do  jrou  account  for  commanders  being  so  very 
aniious  to  obtain  double  voyages  when  they  lose  by  them  ? — 
There  are  more  opportunities  of  gaining. 

2336.  Is  not  a  double  voyage  the  first  object  to  be  obtained 
from  the  court  ?— No  doubt  it  is,  because  it  gives  you  three 
oppoi  tmitiat  i^itead  of  one* 
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8  Mir  i«30,        2337,  But,  in  your  opinion,  they  are  very  often  attended  with 
loss  instead  of  gain  ?^I  know  it* 

2338*  You  have  stated  certain  advantages  which  a  large  ship 
had  in  the  China  trade ;  do  you  consider  a  1200  ton  ship  more 
convenient  to  go  up  the  Canton  river  than  a  500  or  600  ton 
ship  ?  — llie  Company *s  class  of  1200  ton  ships  are  fully  equal ; 
tliey  are  handy  and  manageablet  and  I  have  never  known  any 
accident  happen  to  them  in  going  up.  I  have  gone  up  some- 
times without  a  pilot. 

2339.  Docs  not  a  600  ton  ship  load  entirely  at  Wliatnpoa  ? 

She  would  do  it ;  but  iis  they  have  to  pass  the  bar^  they  often 
take  in  their  water  and  provisions  helow.  A  large  ship  could 
do  the  same,  but  it  iss  not  prudejit  to  do  so*  1  have  known 
them  fill  up  at  Wlmmpoaf  with  the  exception  of  the  stores ;  but, 
generally  speaking,  they  go  with  a  Itght  draught  of  water^  to 
avoid  risk. 

2540.  Do  you  consider  it  any  disadvantage  in  a  large  ship 
not  being  able  to  load  or  unload  at  Whanipoa  ? — It  is  verf 
trifling  ;  I  think  the  diiference  is  not  to  be  mentioned,  A  ship 
could,  if  she  chose^  take  her  entire  cargo  in  there.  I  have  gone 
over  t!iat  bar,  having  twenty-five  feet  water:  our  sin'ps,  when 
they  go  down,  at  tlie  utmost  draw  twenty-one  or  twenty*two 
feet>  so  that  there  are  three  feet  to  spare ;  but  lest  there  should 
he  any  stoppage,  it  is  not  considered  prudent  to  bad  till  after 
they  have  passed  the  bar. 

23iL  Since  you  have  been  trading  to  China  have  you  not 
seen  a  class  of  very  large  country  ships  at  Canton  ?^I  have 
seen  several  ships  that  were  aflerwanls  in  the  Companyg 
employ. 

2342.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  practice  now  is  to  use 

smaller  ships,  and  that  they  now  employ  500  to  700  ton  ships? 
— There  are  several  of  the  larger  ships  that  have  disappeared 
from  the  market. 

2343.  Are  you  aware  tljat  the  Americans  had  one  or  two 

ships  of  lOOO  or  1200  tons  to  China  for  a  few  voyages  ?^ I 

recollect  one, 

2344.  Are  you  not  aware  that  they  have  also  given  up  that 
practice  ?^i— I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

2345.  Did  you  never  hear  in  India  the  reason  why  the  builderi 
and  merchants  in  India  have  reduced  the  size  of  ships  trading 
to  China?— No,  I  have  not  heard  it  mentioned, 

2346.  You  do  not  suppose,  then,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  large 
ships  being  found  inconvenient?— I  have  never  heard  so,  Frona 
all  I  have  seen,  they  like  the  larger  ships;  I  never  heard  any 
objection  to  them* 

2347.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  if  ihey  found  it  more  profit- 
able to  use  larger  ships  than  smaller  ships,  the  use  of  the  brger 
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tbips  would  hftTe  continued  ?— ^Whether  the  demand  for  produce   8  Ifar.  laM. 

was  the  occasion  of  their  being  smaller  I  cannot  say.  

2M8.  Woold  not  the  demand  measure  the  profiu ?— I  should  ^^^•^^•HW'- 
think  everj  individual  is  guided  a  good  deal  by  his  own  specu* 
lations. 

2349.  If  the  majority  of  indiriduals  have  abandoned  the 
larger  ships  for  the  smaller  in  this  branch  of  trade,  have  you 
any  doubt  that  they  found  it  more  profitable  to  use  the  smaller  ? 
—I  can  ODly  judge  by  my  own  experience  ;  I  am  speaking  of 
the  advantage  of  the  large  ones. 

2S50.  Were  YOU  ever  on  board  any  of  the  ships  that  had  been 
freighted  to  take  teas  to  North  America  ?~I  have  seen  them, 
b«t  I  have  not  been  on  board  of  them. 

2851.  Of  what  size  are  they?— About  500  to  600  tons 

2352.  Do  you  know  what  freight  is  naid?— I  think  that  the 
two  last  ships  were  600  tons,  the  Lonl  William  Bentinck  and 
the  Kennawav  :  they  were  taken  circuitouslv,  and  they  returned 
by  way  of  China.  1  think  they  were  rated  at  ten  guineas  per 
ton  home  from  China. 

2353.  Then  it  appears  tliat  the  Company  are  freighting  ships 
at  £23  a  ton,  and  the  other  ships  are  going  at  ten  guineas  ? — 
The  breakage  and  damage  is  very  great  in  snuUI  ships ;  £23  are 
out  and  home ;  ten  guineas  merely  from  China  to  America. 

2354.  Have  30U  ever  seen  any  return  of  the  amount  of 
breakage  and  damage  in  small  ships  of  500  or  700  tons,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  your  larger  ships  ? — No.  In  the  Waterloo's 
carga,  that  I  commanded  for  four  voyages,  the  average  had  not 
been  ten  chests  a  voyage  out  of  about  14,000.  In  a  smaller  ship  I 
once  was  an  oflBcer,  in  the  old  Britannia,  and  there  tlie  damage 
vas  very  great;  she  was  a  770  ton  ship  of  the  old  class  ;  the 
damage  was  from  breakage,  and  the  small  space  that  there  is  to 
ttow  the  tea  cargo  in.  The  less  tlie  tea  car^o  is  removed  the 
better;  andin  our  larger  ships  the  teais  placed  immediately  where 
it  is  intended  to  remain  for  the  voyage.  In  a  small  ship  the  boat 
comes  alongside  with  500  or  600  chests  of  tea  that  must  be 
taken  out  of  the  boat ;  it  is  placed  upon  the  deck  ready  for 
stowa^,  and  it  is  frequently  moved  five  or  six  times  before  it  is 
'towed  away. 

2355.  Then  the  damage  arises  from  their  taking  the  boat  along- 
tide,  and  not  keeping  it  there  till  the  cargo  is  properly  stowed? 
—They  must  not  keep  it  alongside  longer  than  the  day,  except 
at  an  extra  charge. 

2356.  What  is  the  ordinary  size  of  the  boats  that  carry  them? 
-*- About  500  or  600  chests. 

2357.  Then  one  considerable  advantage  of  the  large  ships  is 
the  facility  of  stowing  rapidly  the  tea  taken  on  boani  ? — It  is 
very  great  indeed. 
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2358.  Are  not  the  owners  answerable  for  the  damage? — 
I  believe  they  are. 

2359.  How  does  it  mgnify  to  the  Company,  if  they  get  the  quan* 
tity  of  tea  they  send  home  and  the  owners  pay  for  the  damage,^ 
—It  is  advantageous  to  the  Company  to  have  their  teas  home, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  owners.  If  it  exceeds 
£3,000  the  damage  comes  upon  the  Company. 

2360.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  large  ships  the  damage  ever 
amounts  to  £3,000  in  one  cargo  ? — I  have  never  heardi  except 
by  accident, 

23GL  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  such  proportion  of  damage 
in  any  of  the  small  ships  that  have  brought  tea*  having  gone 
circuitoosly  by  New  South  Wales  ?^  I  have  merely  heard  Indie* 
criminate'] Vi  that  the  damage  was  greater  in  the  two  small  ships 
that  I  spoke  of,  the  Lord  William  Bentinck  and  the  Kennaway, 
but  I  had  not  the  precise  quantity. 

2362.  Why  do  the  Company  give  £20  or  £23  a  ton  for  one 
ship,  when  tliey  can  get  another  for  ten  guineas,  and  when  the 
damaged  tea  is  paid  for  by  the  owners  on  coming  home? — When 
the  Company  open  tenders  for  ghips,  the  lowest  tender  h  taken, 
I  suppose  L  if  tliey  could  aflford  to  sail  them  lower,  they  would 
tender  lower, 

2363.  Are  you  not  aware  that  that  depends  upon  the  condi- 
tions offered  by  the  Company  as  to  the  equipment,  of  the  num- 
ber of  men,  the  number  of  guns,  and  the  quantity  of  stores  ? 
»>Cert4unly,  I  am  aware  of  that. 

2364-.  Is  it  not  the  case,  that  the  ships  which  you  have  stated 
to  be  freighted  at  £10  from  China  for  the  North  American 
colonies,  have  the  advantage  of  taking  what  freight  they  are 
abfe  to  New  South  Wales,  or  any  intermediate  voyage?— I 
suppose  that  in  their  calculations  they  reckoned  up  what  they 
expected  to  make  in  their  intermediate  voyage,  when  they  made 
the  tender  for  coming  from  China. 

2365.  What  proportion  of  freight  do  you  think  a  ship  would 
earn  on  such  a  voyage  ? — ^I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  I  nave  not 
made  any  calculation  that  bears  upon  that. 

2366.  Would  the  Company  hire  a  ship  to  go  direct  to  CaDton 
and  come  back  to  America,  at  the  freight  which  you  have  stated 
of  £10  a  ton,  supposing  that  she  gained  upon  the  outward 
freight?— I  am  not  aware  what  the  tenders  of  the  Company 
were*  I  have  now  been  retired  from  their  service  about  four 
years,  but  1  believe  they  have  been  reduced  nearly  every  year. 

2367.  Have  not  also  ships  bound  on  such  voyages  the  advan- 
tage of  freight  from  North  America  to  England,  or  any  other 
ports? —  No  doubt  that  enters  into  the  calculation,  becau^ 
several  of  them  have  brought  timber  home;  but  I  cannot  speak 
of  that,  having  no  local  knowledge  of  it* 

2368.  Do  not  those  intermediate  freights   operate  so  as  to 
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I  thadnfft  of  frngbt  from  China  to  Horih  hmmimf^ 
Whm.  caioiirtitfn  lUm  mm&n  makm  I  mn  not  avAre ;  but,  of 
cooroe,  ihijp  cotcnirto  Iboto  adfinti^EOt  when  th#y  put  iii  for 
tho  loiroit  fofider . 

Am  tJiojr  not  advantttOf  vltich  caoblo  o  diip  to  bo 
I  m  o toMil  foto ?^ If  I  eovid  got  £9f  pertoo  fmo  Amtrico, 
ff  oooroe  lliol  I  tboold  reckon  ma  adtrtntogo  eaduaiiro  of  ttio 
teodor  I  imMIo  to  tlie  Compimj. 
B70«  If  not  mny  v(»ja|^  wliidi  thate  lYiipi  may  malco  la  their 
i  to  Ainorica  entirely  a  oew  voyag«»  aiid  may  not  a  ihip 
to  Eoglaod  jiHt  as  well  lake  into  hor  cilaolotJoti  am 
ooviof^go  Ab  may  tariortake  oithor  to  AoMrioaor  alioiilian ? 
-•liillmc  iho  reckon*  in  every  advaolO0O  dwiog  her  Yoyaget 
from  tbo  time  »iie  leavei  England  tilt  sbo  fotontt  again. 

$371.  Having  made  one  voyaffe,  i«  a  thipowTicr  entitled  to 
ttkniote  aoy  atibtoqueot  profiiablo  voyages  which  tho  ship  may 
likc^  totally  wnmgmectod  with  tho  voyage  in  qocition  ?«*Thoy 
nay  entor  mto  ipecific  agreementt  to  take  teas  from  China  to 
also  miM:h a  toOi  and  the  remainder  of  their  voyage  i« 
f  m  thetr  own  comniaod. 
Aioyon  aware  tliat  the  Company  have  three  ehusos  of 
Ibr  cbetr  shtpt ;  the  full  equipment,  wtiich  ii  called 
•oy*a  roffular  shijpsi  tho  second  equipment,  which 
'  ampi  takon  tip  aAor  ihoir  voyages  are  out ;  and  tho 
\  armaDer  ships  taken  up  tor  individual  voyages  ; 
I  what  conifitutes  the  di^ertnce  of  those  classes  as 
Brst,  for  inMtsnce,  in  the  number  of  cables  and 
r  of  sets  of  satis?— I  will  commence  with  the  WalerloOt 
w^M  tmder  my  command  :  she  carried  thirty -six  guns; 
tero  ia  room  for  more,  but  thirty-six  is  tho  ntuiAcr  she  carries ; 
h  femct  she  carries  130  men  as  her  comp1oment»  and  five  to 
csvor  casualties,  and  10  marine  boys. 

S97S*  Are  you  owore  how  many  she  carried  m  war? — *She 
■Ii  both  after  the  war  was  concluded*  I  should  think  Khc  woutd 
airy  about  the  same,  unless  there  were  some  special  scr^  ice. 

S74*  Then  the  Company  continue  tlie  tame  number  of  men 
sod  nos  to  thetr  ships  in  time  of  peace  as  they  did  in  lime  of 
ior^— Jmrt  the  same. 

2375.  Do  the  ships  carry  tlieir  guns  in  the  hold  ? — It  is  against 
iS  rule  and  strict  orders  of  the  Company. 
12376.  How  many  men  is  that  per  ton  ? — One  roan  for  every 

2f77.  How  many  suits  of  sails  did  you  carry  ?«^We  havo 
shi^fl  ooo  quite  new,  one  nearly  new,  what  we  call  one-tliird 
J  and  the  other  that  has  been  the  previous  voyage,  and  ii 
whit  wo  call  half'woro;  there  are  three  complete  suiu  of  tho 
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cables  every  voyage,  and  we  have  lately  been  in  the  habit  ofii 
using  an  iron  cable ;  there  are  generally  three  ihat  have  beefli 
ihe  previous  voyage,  and  an  Iron  cable^  six  cables  in  alt. 

2379,  What  number  of  guns  and  what  number  of  men  da  tht/j 
second  class  of  ships  take»  those  that  have  gone  their  voyageftj 
and  that  arc  taken  to  go  one  or  two  voyages  more  ?■ — Themj 
have  been  various  reductions^  and  I  am  not  competent  to  speal&j 
to  the  extent  of  them;  but  of  some  that  were  taken  up  upon  %] 
reduced  scale,  the  120iJ  ton  ships  were  reduced  to  eigluy  men 
and  the  otBcers  were  also  reduced,  but  I  cannot  say  exactly  to^ 
what  extent, 

2380,  Were  not  the  stores  and  other  equipments  reduced  in 
proportion  ?-- They  were;  and  there  was  not  that  attention  to 
the  new  equipment, 

2381,  With  respect  to  the  third  class  of  ships,  from  400  to  600 
tons  that  they  take  up^  are  jou  aware  what  proportion  of  men. 
per  ton^  and  of  stores,  they  bear  to  those  you  have  stated  ?^-l 
am  not  competent  to  answer  that  question, 

•  2382,  Are  you  not  aware  that  they  are  considerably  lower ?^ 
The  proportion  to  China,  I  should  think,  on  the  large  ships,  would 
require  very  nearly  ten  men  per  100  tons;  I  suppose  it  would  be 
six  men  per  100  tons  upon  some  of  the  smaller  ships. 

2383.  What  purpose  do  you  understand  is  gained  by  carrying 
as  many  men  in  time  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war  ? — Our  voymgei 
are  long^  and  we  are  not  aware  what  changes  may  take  place 
between  our  sailing  and  our  arriving,  and  we  are  at  all  tdMi< 
ready  and  prepared  for  war.  ] 

2384.  Do  you  mean  that  the  establishment  of  an  Indiaman  ii 
the  same  now  as  it  was  in  the  year  1813  ?— The  same* 

2385.  Do  you  carry  the  same  proportion  of  ammunition,  gun* 
powder,  balle»  and  so  on  ? — The  same. 

2386*  Have  you  ever  seen  any  ships  in  China  without  any^ 
guns  ?— Not  Company *s  ships,  except  those  tliat  have  been  takea 
for  one  voyage. 

2387.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  ships  to  Canada  carry  aoy^ 
guns?^ — 1  am  not  aware  what  guns  they  carry. 

2388.  Have  you  ever  known  any  of  the  Ci»mpany's  ships  cap*! 
tured  by  pirates  ? — Never,  I  was  in  China  as  chief  officer  of  ih«! 
Grenvillc,  a  900  ton  ship,  at  the  time  when  Lord  Amherst 
arrived  in  China,  and  there  was  only  an  American  ship  there 
besides  ourselves,  and  I  was  applied  to  by  an  American  in  a 
small  boat  to  say  that  his  ship  was  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  that 
they  had  taken  the  ship  from  them;  that  the  commander  was 
confined  ;  he  had  jumped  out  of  the  stern  window  into  a  boatf 
and  he  had  come  to  me  for  relief.  I  thought  the  best  way 
to  take  a  force  sufficient  to  quell  them  without  more  resistance! 
ihercfore  1  went  with  ivio  qnartcr-boiili>  and  regained  passessioil 
of  the  ship.    I  tficn  aifkcd  the  conniiandcr  what  1  diould  da 
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I  would  hare  taken   them  myself*  for  ihey  were  i — 

_  J  oidir  witnted  a  little  better  management :  but  tnr  ai|»-  ov**** 
rat  in  Canton,  and  I  coulil  not  do  it  without  hif  permntkMi ; 
nrfbrc  fatnded  1 1  tern  on  French  Tutand,  op[H}tite  Wbampoa. 
Mp  could  not  get  iectir<Hl  till  those  men  were  taken  up  to 
iQ.  I  nhould  remark,  that  the  Factory  thought  t  had  taken 
tallier  a  respontibiJity  upon  mywelC  m  iettina  thote  meo  on 
ibore:  but  I  thought  tlmt  in  a  cmse  of  mutiny  1  muit  W  guided 
hy  my  owit  feelings,  and  to  relieve  the  ihip  and  the  olEcer*  from 
teger  was  the  first  coniideration,  and  therdbrv  1  only  rt*auirrd 
a  mar  firoin  the  ecNitniaiMkrteaotiermting  me  from  retponubihty 
«  what  I  liad  done, 
2969.  Where  did  you  set  them  on  sJ»ort  ? — At  French  Uland. 
2S90,  Will  you  hare  the  goodness  to  read  the  letter  ?^llie 
trtter  is  addrmed  to  myself,  from  Mr.  l^w,  the  sypercaigo  of 
I  the  lion^  and  it  encloeed  a  certiHcate  of  two  Ameffiean  (entle* 
on  board  the  ship.     'The  letter  of  the  super- 


**  Sir:— CtptAin  Champlin  will  hsve  a  di^claration  addresiad  to 
yvMa^aod  skaed  by  the  two  AmertcMi  eenilenien  who  wers  on  board 
llMtht|i  LiOD,  Si  Whampon,  when  the  mutinjr  took  place  on  che 
Udl  iaatantf  and  who  entreated  yoaranistanee  (bj  request  of  Csf)* 
tsin  CtMnpltn]  to  retake  our  fthlp  frooi  the  Rtutliieers»  and  liberate 
the  ofiicen,  tof»ether  with  in)^lj(  then  confined  ia  the  cabin*  The 
fiwu  slated  in  the  drdnration  abote  alluded  to  were  all  wetlknova 
lo  a»e»  mnd  ytmr  rwj  Inendly  eomplSaaea  with  the  request  of 
Gsptaia  Ckaaifilhtt  in  putting  tis  ia  posMssion  of  oar  ship  and  land- 
isg  the  wotineers,  demands  my  paracular  thanks  and  acknowledg. 
awotSy  which  t  h^  you  will  accept,  and  present  the  saine  to  the 
efietr  of  your  «hip  who  accompoiued  you*  I  rcmmin  your  obliged 
nd  moct  obedient  »crvant,  WUtiam  Law^  Supercargo  of  the  sfap 
lioa.     Canton,  J  unc  2Hth,  1 8 1 5/* 

The  certiEcate  which  accom(mnied  the  letter  was  as  follows:— 

"  We,  the  ii\,  cttixensof  the  tJoitcd  State*  of  America, 

da  hereby  rt  ;1  wbcDi  U  may  concern,  that  on  the  laith  day 

of  June  IHlt),  vac  ttiok  parage  on  board  the  fthip  hion.  Captain 
Adam  Chatnplm,  of  New  York,  from  Macao  for  Whampoa,  where 
aid  ahtp  arnred  and  anchored  about  two  o'clock  r.  m.  on  the  neitt 
day ;  and  that  at  about  four  o*clock  of  the  aame  day,  while  we  were 
ee  boar  V  '   place,  pert  o(  the  crew  of  said 

sMp  tef  ea  the  said  Captsin  and  other 

owcrsoi  >niu  i^Hip  utKmptt'u  lociitorce  ol)cdlcf)ce,  they  were  at- 
tacked with  headepikes  snd  o:hcr  weapons  in  a  niont  darlaf  and 
mamier  -"  f  -<fiven  frnm  the  deck  into  the  cabin,  after 
sved  ftL  ndt:  thim  the  ftliip  was  in  posaSMon  of 

i..^    ,tr«gned  during  the  affhiy  eacaped  froffi 

Mid  ahip  on  board  %omt.  Chinese  boat*!,  arnl  being  requei ted  by  iaid 
Captain  Clianinlin.  we  went  on  board  the  It.  H.  L  Company*!  ahip 
Ofiatitie,an  i  aiaiKtancc  to  regain  poiaesilen  of  iafd  »hip 

at  Sf  Mr.  II.  AUnger,  chief  oAceref  seid  Com- 
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pam*a  ship,  with  two  boats*  crews  and  orn;  other  officer^  relumed 
with  us  on  board  the  said  ship  Lion,  fniding  her  officers  still  con- 
fined to  the  cabin  and  the  mutineers  in  possession  of  the  decks.  That 
said  Mr.  R«  Al:iager,  by  request  of  said  Captain  Chnmplin,  and  for 
security  of  said  uhip  Lion,  took  out  ten  of  the  seamen  concerned  in 
the  mutiny,  and  set  them  ashore  at  French  Island  (so  called),  which 
metiiiurc  waii  in  our  opinion  necessary  and  justifiable  in  said  Captain 
Champlin,  by  whose  request  and  particular  de&ire  every  act  of  smd 
Mr,  R,  Alsager  was  nuthorized  and  executed  in  the  most  (jroinptand 
friendly  manner.  In  witness  whereof  we  now  addrei*s  this  testi- 
mony to  the  Amid  Mr.  R.  Alsager,  at  the  city  of  Canton,  this  23d 
day  of  June  181fi. 

I       "  George  W^  SiurgU — PhUip  AmmidofL'* ^ 

239  U  What  was  tlie  name  of  the  ship?— The  Lion.  41 

2392,  How  many  tons  was  she  ? — Between  40O  and  500  tons, 

*iS93.  How  many  tuen  had  she  on  board?  — I  think  two  or 
three  and  thirty ;  I  took  ten  out  of  her,  and  left  them  on  French 
Island. 

239<l,  Have  you  ever  known  any  other  case  of  that  kind  with 
the  Annerican*  ? — No,  1  have  not.  This  occnrred  in  my  own 
knowledge  :  I  have  no  account  of  any  other  mutiny  taking  place 
in  the  river. 

2395.  Have  you  ever  known  any  my  tiny  or  disturbance  on 
hoard  any  English  sliip  during  Uie  time  you  have  been  there  ? — 
I  have  never  seen  one. 

2396.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  American  ship  having  been 

captured  by  pirates  in  the  China  or  Indian  sea?— There  were 
one  or  two  small  ships  seen  about  Banca  or  Gaspar  a  little  pre- 
vious, and  not  heard  of  afterwards,  and  it  is  supposed  they  were 
taken  by  pirates  ;  and  I  have  seen  the  wreck  of  a  small  sliip  at 
lianca,  tliat  w  as  said  to  have  been  taken  by  pirates. 

2397.  Is  it  not  frequent  that  country  ships  have  been  lost  in 
that  way  ? — Not  frequentlyj  there  have  been  cases  of  it, 

2398.  Do  yon  know  the  names  of  the  two  American  ships  that 
you  think  were  lost  in  that  way  ?-— No,  they  were  low  ships. 

2399.  Were  they  ships  trading  with  China? —  I  cannot 
exactly  say.  The  ship  I  Imve  spoken  of,  in  which  the  mutiny 
happened,  was  a  regular  China  trader,  but  I  do  not  know  with 
respect  to  the  others. 

2400.  Have  you  any  doubt  whaleverj  that  the  high  freight 
paid  by  the  Company  for  their  j^hips  depends  entirely  on  the 
Jat^e  equipment  they  are  required  to  keep  up  ? — That  equipment 
must  be  a  great  consideration  with  the  owners. 

2401.  What  is  your  opinion,  as   a  seaman   of  many  y€ 

practice,  as  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  sud>  hirge  equipment 

stores  of  every  kind,  judging  from  your  own  experience  of  what 
were  brought  back  anil  what  were  used  ?  —  Very  often  during 
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▼ojage  I  have  been  able  to  dispose  of  stores  to  meet  the  ship's  a  Mar.  |830. 

disbursementa,  and  I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  mj  voyage  in         

not  meeting  with  accidents,  and  therefore  I  have  had  a  large  ac-  Ciapi'ii.Ji»H^. 
cumuIatioD  of  stores  on  that  account  to  dispose  of. 

2402.  From  the  intercourse  you  have  had  with  the  comman- 
ders of  large  ships,  what  is  the  general  opinion  you  have  formed 
upon  that  subject  ? — I  should  think  there  is  an  abundance  of 
stores. 

2403.  Supposing  you  were  carrying  on  trade  on  your  own 
•ocouot,  would  you  consider  it  proper  or  advantageous  to  carry 
Mch  a  large  supply  of  stores  as  those  ships  are  furnished  with  ? 
—As  an  individual,  I  might  retrench  those  stores  at  a  risk,  and 
from  a  feeling  that  I  was  not  to  meet  with  accidents  :  prudence 
would  DOf  admit  of  any  very  great  retrenchment. 

9404.  Are  tou  not  aware  that  traders  going  to  different 
puts  of  India  nrom  England  go  with  very  r^uccd  quantity  of 
•tores  indeed  compared  with  the  Company's  ? — Yes,  tney  do.  I 
have  seen  them  sometimes  meet  with  accidents,  and  then  they 
kave  bought  stores  at  four  times  the  amount  at  which  they  could 
ksfe  fpt  them  in  the  original  port.  I  have  been  applied  to  once 
or  twice,  as  oommanding  a  Company's  ship,  whether  I  could 
•pare  spars  or  cordage. 

2405w  Do  you  recollect  a  Company's  ship  ever  having  occa- 
•ion  to  buy  stores  at  a  ruinous  price,  to  repair  damages?— I 
bad  very  great  damage  when  I  was  quite  a  junior  officer :  we  were 
•truck  by  lightning,  and  the  foremast  was  set  on  fire,  which  we 
cut  away,  aad  to  replace  that  foremast  we  had  to  pay  a  large 


2406.  Are  you  aware  that  typhoons  occasionally  occur  in 
the  China  aeaa? — I  am. 

2407.  Have  you  not  known  a  L^-ffe  portion  of  the  fleet  dis- 
masted, and  stores  of  every  kind  purchased  at  a  great  expense  ? 
— Latelj  ships  have  arrived  in  China  safe ;  but  I  was  in  a 
tvpbooo  ID  the  Neptune  in  1809,  and  the  True  Briton  went 
down  neflU'iis. 

2108.  Do  yoo  consider  those  accidents  ? — Yes,  accidenu  that 
no  man  can  foresee. 

2409.  Notwithstanding  those  accidents,  do  not  the  present 
dass  of  merchant  shins  ^  at  a  much  smaller  equipment  than 
die  Company's  do? — I  thmk  they  go  with  fewer  stores. 

2410.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  they  go  with  one-fourth  the 
quantity  of  stores  that  the  reguUr  ships  have  ?— I  know  that 
small  ships  in  the  merchant  service  take  cables  voyage  af\er 
voyage  :  and  if  they  lie  in  the  tier,  well  and  good ;  but  if  they 
meet  with  a  gale  of  wind  in  which  they  have  to  ride  out,  I  should 
rather  have  a  new  cable  than  aa  old  one,  and  feci  grateful  for 
the  Company's  caution. 

2411.  Does  the  quantity  of  stores  aSect  the  insurance?— 1 


8  Mir.  1&10. 
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ill  ink  ihe  underwriters  have  that  confidence  in  the  equipment  of 
an  Ea8t*Indianian  that  they  never  look  at  them. 

24-12,  Whicli  mode  of  conveyance  is  cheapest  on  the  whole, 
a  Company's  ship  uninsured  and  at  a  higher  freight,  or  a  private 
one  insured,  throwing  in  the  premium  ? — I  can  only  answer  that 
question  as  an  individuaL  If  tr«ide  is  not  worth  an  insurance  it 
tij  not  worth  following.  The  Company  has  a  very  large  con- 
cern, and  considering  the  amount  of  capital  that  they  invest, 
they  are  underwriters  themselveia  on  their  own  account. 

2H3,  Are  you  yourself  in  the  habit  of  insuring  goods  in  the 
Company's  own  ships  ? — Yes,  I  always  insure  full, 

241'k  What  is  the  premium?— Six  per  cent*  out  and  home. 

24- 15,  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company  took  up  several  ships 
from  700  to  900  tons  for  *<  ingle  voyages  two  or  three  years  ago? 
—  I  am  aware  that  they  had  been  taTven  up,  but  upon  what  terms 
I  am  not  acquainted. 

24 Uj,  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  discontinued  that  and 
taken  up  a  smaller  class  of  ships  for  the  India  trade? — No. 

2417.  Do  you  recollect,  in  the  year  1820,  when  the  ships 
Dei.eral  Kyd  and  the  General  Harris  encountered  a  tjphoon? 
— Yes  1  recollect  it,  near  the  coast  of  China. 

2418.  Did  not  they  suffer  so  much  damage  that  they  were 
obliged  to  obtain  stores  of  every  kind? — 1  know  that  they  re- 
quired some  stores,  but  I  cannot  say  the  extent* 

2419.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  greater  part  of  llie  stores 
they  had  on  board  were  damaged  during  that  storm,  and  that 
they  \verc  obliged  to  get  new  stores  when  they  came  ashore  ?— 
Ko,  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

2420.  Do  you  speak  of  the  premium  of  insurance  now,  or  at 
the  time  of  your  last  voyage  ? — I  spoke  of  the  voyages  during 
the  time  I  was  a  commander;  I  think  it  is  the  same  now* 

242  L  Have  you  ever  been  on  board  a  man-of*war,  and  do  you 
know  the  proportion  of  stores  they  take,  as  compared  with  the 
Company's  fully  equipped  ships?  — I  do  not, 

2422.  Are  you  a^vare  tliat  the  Company*s  ships  have  more 
than  men-of-war? — I  should  have  thought  not, 

2423.  You  stated  your  complement  of  men  to  be  135;  Iiow 
many  of  those  men  should  you  consider  necessary  merely  for 
the  navi^ration  of  the  )>\np,  if  you  had  no  armament  whatever? 
^l  think  the  management  ot  the  sails  and  yards^  and  of  the 
navigation  generally,  requires  that  number. 

2424.  A  China  ship  with  thirty-six  guns  and  with  130  meu; 
what  force  should  you  say  a  ship  of  that  description  would  be 
able  to  encounter  in  case  of  war  ;  would  it  encounter  a  thirty- 
two  gun  frigate? — She  ought  to  be  equal  to  repel  an  attack, 

2425.  Would  she  he  more  than  equal  to  any  privateer  r-^ 
Certainly,  of  the  smaller  class. 


A 
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2426.  What  did  jrou  do  with  any  vurplus  you  might  have  be-   I  Mar.  1830. 
jood  what  joo  invetled?— We  were  rery  glad  to  get  bills  on         *— " 
Engiand.  Oiid.a.Almtr' 

2427.  If  not  the  Comfian^  always  ready  to  take  your  money  ? 
—Sometimes  the  treasury  is  open^  at  others  not :  at  some  sea- 
toot  I  have  known  it  not  open. 

242&  What  exchange  do  they  give  you?— The  current  ex- 
chsnge  of  the  day ;  tlie  Company's  bills  are  always  preferred. 

2429.  What  was  the  least  rate  that  yon  took  the  Company's 
bills  at? — The  Tery  last  rate  I  took  them  at  was  4«.  Id.  the 

doUsr. 

2430.  What  did  that  dollar  cost  you?— I  reckoned  it  at  Sf. 
io  currency. 

2431.  Is  that  dollar  worth  St.  ?— No,  it  b  not  so ;  but  it  is  a 
mode  of  reckoning  it«  in  the  same  way  as  we  reckon  the  rupee  at 
hslf-a-crown  when  it  is  not  so.  But  if  I  present  an  invoice  in 
lodia  of  goods  that  I  bring  out,  the  buyer  says,  I  will  give  ^ou 
8  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent.,  and  he  turns  the  pound  sterling  mto 
dghi  rupees,  and  be  calls  it  a  per-centage  upon  the  eight  rupees ; 
whereas,  if  you  want  to  remit  that  money  home,  instead  of  being 
2f.  6dL  it  is  only  about  U.  9d. 

2432.  What  does  the  dollar  actually  cost  you  in  London  ?— 
h  is  abbot  if.  or  if.  Id. 

2433.  If  the  dollar  being  worth  if.  you  get  bills  of  the  Com- 
psoy  at  is.  7c/.  b  not  that  a  very  profitable  return  from  China  ? 
—Yes,  but  it  does  not  always  happen  ;  the  last  two  voyages  I 
had  remittances  at  Sf.  lid.  and  if. 

2434.  Has  that  happened  to  you  more  than  once  ? — It  hap- 
pened to  me  the  last  time  I  had  remittances  from  China,  in  18^. 

2435.  Have  you  not  remitted  dollars  at  6s.  ? — No. 

2436.  What  is  the  highest  rate  at  which  you  ever  knew  it? — 
I  think  the  highest  I  ever  heard  of  as  an  officer  was  Sf.  lOd. ;  it 
vas  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

2437.  What  has  been  the  rate  with  rupees  ?— It  has  been  2f. 
Sd.  and  If.  lOd. 

2439.  Did  you  ever  invest  your  money  at  so  low  a  rate  of 
exchange  as  you  have  stated,  more  than  once  ? — I  did  not  invest 
the  proceeds ;  it  was  some  goods  remitted  home  by  bill,  and 
that  bill  was  at  if. :  but  sooner  than  remit  money  at  that  price, 
had  I  been  in  China,  I  should  have  preferred  running  the  nsk  in 
merchandize. 

2i39.  You  have  stated  that  you  consider  a  China  ship  with 
130  men  and  36  guns  capable  of  repelling  a  small  French  frigate ; 
are  you  aware  Uuit  the  Kent  Indiaman,  fully  ecjuipped,  with 
315  men  on  board,  was  taken  by  a  French  frigate  / — The  Kent 
was  taken,  I  tliink,  by  surprise ;  the  number  of  men  alluded  to 
were  two-thirds  military  recruits. 


>ENCE 
2140.  ^\llat  was  the  size  of  the  Kent  ?— 800  i 

244 L  Do  you  recollect  the  circumstance  of  a  French  trtgatt 
Cftjit.   .JUager,  ^^^  ^  gjoop  of  war  ill  1810  attacking  four  Indianien  aiiil  taking 
two  of  them  ? — No. 

2442.  Wouhl  not  a  greater  risk  be  incurred  by  indrviduaft 
sending  home  their  ships  when  it  suited  them,  instead  of  a  number 
<if  vessels  returning  home  together,  as  is  the  case  under  the 
Company  ? — Certainly. 

2443.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  throwing  open  the  China 
trade,  in  your  estimaiion  ?— It  would  he  attended  with  vt;ry  great 
risk,  I  could  quote  one  instance  thyt  would  bear  a  httlu  upoa 
the  queiition*  When  I  returned  from  India  the  last  voyage, 
there  was  one  of  the  ships  that  flie  Compaivy  took  up  (or  one 
voyage  was  sent  out  to  China.  The  commander  was  a  friend  of 
mine  ;  I  gave  him  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Hong  mcrchantsi,  Moqua, 
an  intimate  friend  of  nnine  also :  he  sent  this  letter  up  by  hit 
purser  ;  it  was  requesting  Mo  qua  to  befriend  this  commander 
nnd  buy  his  investment :  he  said  he  would  buy  it  from  hitn  for 
my  sake ;  but  when  the  commander  came  up  to  Canton  he  wat 
not  in  uniform.  Moqua  said,  '*  Ah  \  myfriend>  how  is  this  you 
are  not  in  uniform?"  "  No/*  said  he,  **  I  am  not  entitled  to 
wear  it."  **  Are  not  you  one  of  the  Company's  captains?" 
**  No,"  he  said,  '*  Then,"  said  the  Hong  merchant,  **  l  know 
Captain  Alsager,  butlnocan  take  your  cargo/*  He  declined 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  him  on  that  account. 

2444^  Do  the  ofiScers  commandmg  the  American  trading  shipg 
wear  the  Company'!  uniform  ? — They  are  not  entitled  to  do  it. 

2445.  Do  the  officers  of  country  ships  wear  it  ? — No. 

2446.  Do  you  consider  the  Chinese  desirous  of  foreign  trade  ? 

— I  should  say  decidedly  not» 

2447.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  an  increase  of  emuggling 
hi  the  event  of  the  trade  being  thrown  oi>en  ?—  1  can  hardly  say 
to  what  extent  it  might  take  place. 

2448.  Is  there  any  limit  now  to  the  smugghng  that  is  carried 
on  at  Canton  ? — ^Opium  h  a  smuggled  article^  but  that  takei 
place  outside  the  port  of  Canton. 

2449.  Do  you  not  think  that  risk  would  be  incurred  with 
respect  to  the  regular  trade  in  the  event  of  a  great  increase  of 
the  smuggling  trade  ? — I  think  that  would  lead  to  riot  and  dis- 
turbance, which  would  put  a  iitop  to  the  trade  altogether. 

2460.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Chinese  are  aware  of  the  nature  i 
of  the  East-India  Company  ? — I  think  they  have   the  highest 
confidence  in  them,  and   they  think  them  superior  to  any  otiier 
power  that  they  have  intercourse  with. 

245 L  Arc  they  aware  that  they  are  the  governors  of  tlie 
adjacent   territory  ? — I   think   I  have  heard  of  their  reluctant 
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admowledgnieiit  that  they  are  aware  of  their  Ticiiiitjr,  but  it  b   8  M«r.  1A34I. 

to  fague  that  I  could  not  speak  to  it.  

U52.  If  Tou  had  capital  raiRcient  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  ^^  *  ^^*<'i^' 
China  in  a  ship  of  1200  tons,  the  cargo  being  entirely  your  ovm, 
and  the  freight  to  be  £22  a  ton,  should  you  expect,  from  your 
knowledge  of  the  trade,  to  obtain  a  profitable  return,  or  to  lose 
by  the  adventure  ? — It  is  an  enormous  concern  for  one  individual 
to  undertake ;  it  is  far  beyond  my  calculation. 

2453.  You  have  stated,  that  if  the  trade  was  thrown  open, 
yoQ  think  it  would  soon  be  entirely  interrupted,  in  conscauence 
of  the  disorders  that  would  take  place ;  have  you  ever  known 
tke  trade  to  be  interrupted  between  the  Americans  and  the 
Chioese? — In  the  business  of  the  Italian  sailor  it  was. 

2454.  How  long  was  it  interrupted  ?  ^  I  think  the  Americans 
got  tired  of  it  in  about  six  weeks,  and  gave  up  the  man. 

2455.  Have  you  ever  known  the  trade  been  interrupted  by 
any  differences  between  the  Company  and  the  Chinese  ? — Yes ; 
ia  the  buainesa  of  the  Topase,  a  man  was  killed  by  the  frigate, 
aad  they  looked  to  the  Company  to  give  up  the  men  from  the 
frigate  that  had  committed  the  murder. 

2456.  Was  it  iaiemipted  at  all  in  the  year  1814  ?— I  recollect 
tkeve  were  drcumstaooes  which  kept  the  ships  at  Lintin  a  long 
tisKp  while  the  Factory  had  disputes  with  the  Chinese  govern- 


2457.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  Americans  have  carried  on 
tnde  with  Canton  ?— I  cannot  say.  I  recollect  the  Americans 
u  loi^  as  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  China. 

2458.  Is  not  the  country  trade  with  Canton  more  extensive 
than  the  trad^  carried  on  direct  from  Eneland  to  China  ? — If  it 
iodudes  the  Company's  ships,  I  should  ufiink  it  was. 

2459.  Exdiisive  of  the  Company's  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to 
iiy.     The  trade  is  very  extensive,  no  doubt. 

2460.  Has  that  trade  ever  been  interrupted  ? — I  do  not  know 
that  it  has ;  but  the  Lascar  is  much  more  under  control  than  a 
Europeas  sailor. 

2461.  Are  those  ships  manned  by  Lascars,  commanded  by 
Europeans?— They  are. 

2462.  Yoo  have  stated  that  the  Chinese  arc  a  people  eminently 
sdTerse  to  trade  ? — I  think  they  are  adverse  to  all  innovation 
snd  all  alteration. 

246S.  Do  you  know  whether  they  trade  with  Sincapore? — 
Lately  one  or  two  junks  have  been  down  there ;  but  whether 
it  is  with  the  western  part  of  China,  or  whether  it  is  Amoy,  on 
the  eastern  part,  I  cannot  say. 

2464.  Do  you  believe  that  the  trade  with  Sincapore  by  the 
Chmete  vessek  has  been  con6ned  to  one  or  two  junks  in  a  year? 
— Sincapore  b  a  very  infimt  settlement,  and  I  tliink  was  scarcely 
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e  Mar.  ltJ30-   known  to  tlie  Chinese  more  than  four  or  five  years  back ;  and 
Cam  MAUaeer  ^''^  i^"^s  that  came  in  we  scarcely  knew  where  they  canae  from, 
•   "*«^fi«*-  because,  if  yoo  include  all  the  coast  of  Cochin  China,  there  may 
be  numbers,  but  from  China  i  scarcely  know  one* 

2465.  Did  the  Chinese  trade  to  Batavia?— Yes;  I  think  about 

two  junks  in  a  year. 

2466.  Did  they  trade  to  Siam  ? — I  cannot  say :  we  oilen  met 
with  them  in  the  China  seas, 

2467.  Did  they  trade  to  Malacca? — ^I  think  I  have  seen  two 
junks  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca  somettnies ;  but  to  what  extent 
the  trade  is,  I  cannot  say, 

2468.  From  what  do  you  infer  that  they  are  a  nation  adverse 
to  trade ?^ — Merely  from  intercourse;  whatever  is  new  to  them 
they  set  their  faces  against. 

2469.  Do  they  set  their  faces  against  those  articles  of 
European  manufacture  or  produce  which  they  stand  in  want 
of,  and  which  can  be  fornished  to  them  cheaper  and  better 
than  the  productions  of  their  own  country?— I  should  think 
the  Chinese  demand  for  European  articles  is  on  a  very  small 
scale. 

2470.  Do  they  set  their  faces  against  dollars? — It  is  not 
customary  for  them  to  do  so. 

2471.  Are  not  dollars  an  article  of  trade? — I  can  hardlj  call 
money  an  article  of  trade. 

2472.  But  of  course,  adverse  as  they  are  to  trade,  they  do 
not  expect  to  get  the  dollars  of  Europeans  or  Americans  with- 
out giving  something  in  return? — Certainly  not. 

247:>.  Then  they  are  capable  of  understanding  the  benefiu 
of  trade,  and  of  adopting  them?— Yes;  but  they  like  trade  in 
the  old  ways  better  than  the  new  ones. 

2474.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  any  of  the  junks  that 
came  to  Sincapore  ever  brought  tea  ?— I  do  not  know  that, 

2475.  You  have  stated  that  there  was  an  interruption  to  the 
trade  on  the  occasion  of  the  affray  between  the  crew  of  the 
Topaze  and  the  Chinese :  are  you  aware  whether  the  trade  was 
suspended  upon  that  occasion  by  the  supercargoes  or  by  Uie 
Chmese  ?~By  the  Chinese  government, 

2476.  Are  you  not  aware,  that  upon  that  occasion  the  Chi- 
nese government  addressed  a  communication  to  the  commodore 
of  the  Company's  ships,  stating  that  if  they  would  withdraw 
themselves  from  the  influence  or  control  of  the  select  Com- 
mittee, the  Chinese  would  trade  with  them,  and  give  them 
goods,  and  carry  on  commercial  intercourse  with  them? — The 
Chinese  did  attempt  to  set  the  commanders  against  the  Com- 
pany, to  divide  the  interest;  but  we  said,  we  are  entirely  under 
the  orders  of  the  Select  Commitlee,  and  must  attend  to  them. 

2477.  Was  not  the  purport  of  the  communication  with  the 
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with  the  ships  if  you  would  withdraw  yourselves  from  the  con-         

trol  of  the  Select  Committee;  in  hcU  that  they  would  throw  ^'^•^  ^'*V^- 
open  the  trade,  and  give  you  cargoes  and  receive  your  goods  ? — 
I  think  it  was  only  a  trial  to  see  how  far  they  could  divide  the 
English  authorities  there. 

2178.  In  point  of  fact,  did  they  not  offer  to  trade  with  ships 
bdependentiy  of  the  Select  Committee,  if  you  would  withdraw 
yourselves  from  the  control  and  influence  of  the  sufiercargoes  ? 
*I  do  not  think  it  extended  so  far  as  that;  it  was  a  little 
bqoiry  to  know  whether  we  would  act  without  the  authority  of 
the  supercargoes,  and  finding  that  we  could  not  do  it,  they 
ceased  immediately. 

2479.  Did  they  not  state,  that  if  you  mould  act  without  the 
supercargoes  they  would  agree  to  trade  with  you  ?  — I  think  not 
at  fiu-  as  that. 

2480.  Did  not  the  communication  convey  a  dinpoftition  to 
deal  with  you  upon  the  terms  mentioned  P — I  think  it  was 
merely  a  trial,  without  any  sincerity,  to  divide  un.  I  c*annot  nay 
what  was  the  purport  of  the  communication. 

2481.  Can  you  state  how  many  tons  bulk  the  spare  stores 
tikeo  out  in  the  Company's  regular  ships  would  occupy  ? — 
Water  is  the  most  bulky  article. 

2482.  The  question  refers  to  cordage  and  nails,  and  every 
thing  else  except  water  ? — The  actual  room  that  thev  occupy 
is  yrery  small ;  it  is  in  the  lazaretto,  from  the  foremast  to  the 
boirs.  If  the  object  of  the  question  is  to  ascertain  how  much 
cargo  less  is  brought  home  in  consequence  of  thone  stores,  the 
ttores  are  put  where  no  cargo  is  permitted  to  be  put ;  they  are 
put  in  the  bows  of  the  ship,  in  the  orlop  deck,  where  tea  would 
be  liable  to  damage. 

2483.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  the  cordage  and  sails,  and 
ill  the  valuable  stores,  are  put  in  a  place  where  cargo  is  not 
pemiitted  to  be  put  ? — It  is. 

2484.  Are  you  aware  that  some  country  ships  have  gone 
from  Bombay  to  China  manned  entirely  with  Europeans,  and 
traded  there  without  any  interruption  whatever?  —  !  was  not 
airare  of  that. 

2485.  You  have  stated  that  large  ships  Imvc  a  great  advan- 
tage in  the  port  of  Canton,  with  reference  to  the  tonnage  dues, 
from  the  mode  of  measurement  being  such  as  to  leave  large 
ipaces  at  each  extremity  unmeasured  ;  are  those  spaces  which 
are  not  measured  Uirger  m  proportion  to  the  spaces  which  are 
measured  in  a  large  ship  than  they  are  in  a  small  ship?— They 
would  be  in  proportion  to  the  entire  body  of  the  vessel. 

2486.  Does  not  the  space  which  is  measured,  that  is,  the 
distance  between  the  centre  of  the  foremast  and  tlu»  centre  of 
the  mizenmasty  and  the  extreme  width,  increase  in  the  vame 
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8  Mar.  1630.    proporlion  as  the  spaces  which  are  not  measured,  according  to 
— -         the  size   of  the  sliip  ? — No  doubt ;  but  tlien  the  depth  k  cot 
CajH.R.jittager,  i-gckoiied  at  all,  and  tlieretbre  there  is  a  gain  upon  tire  depth. 

2487.  Is  not  the  mode  of  measurement  such,  that  the  tonnage 
upon  which  the  Chinese  calculate  the  duty  is  as  much  larger 
in  proportion  in  a  large  ship  as  it  is  in  a  smaller  ship  ? — Cer- 
tainty it  is. 

2488.  Then  is  not  the  result  the  same  upon  a  small  ship  as 
upon  a  large  ship? — No  ;  because^  as  I  said  before,  it  is  a  mere 
superficial  measurement,  and  the  depth  is  not  reckoned,  where 
there  is  a  gain  of  seven  feet,  and  the  two  extremes  are  not 
measured  also.  The  calculation  is  made  only  upon  the  part 
that  is  measured,  which  upon  a  ship  of  13CX)  tons  is  about 
4,000  tales,  and  on  a  300  ton  ship  about  .S,000  tales. 

2489.  What  effect^  in  your   opinion,  would  the  opening  of 

the  trade  have,  supposing  the  Company's  trade  to  remain  as  at 
present,  upon  the  supply  of  tea,  both  as  to  regularity,  as  to 
quantity,  and  as  to  quality  ? — The  supply  of  tea  would  be  regu* 
lated  in  a  great  measure  by  the  demand* 

2490.  Would  the  quantity  of  good  tea  be  as  great  in  that 
case  as  it  is  now,  or  greater  or  less  ? — I  think  a  large  demand 
would  lead  to  the  manufacture  of  a  deteriorated  article;  and  1 
think  the  Company  would  always  have  the  preference  of  what* 
ever  was  in  the  market. 

2491.  You  think  the  Company  would  always  have  preferable 
means  of  purchase,  whatever  might  arise,  as  long  as  they  were 
purchasers  P — 1  do. 

2492.  How  do  you  account  for  tlie  smuggling  having  in^ 
creased,  of  late  years,  very  much,  with  all  this  protection  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  ?  —  I  am  not  aware  of  any  smuggling 
at  all  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Company's  service ;  all  that  I 
know  of  is  outside  the  port,  where  ships  are  sailing  amongst  the 
islaiKk,  and  their  general  trade  is  opium,  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  snmggling  whatever  in  any  other  article. 

2493.  From  what  you  know  of  the  Chinese,  do  you  not  thinlr 
they  would  be  disposed  to  nelL  to  the  highest  bidder.  Sup- 
posing the  trade  to  be  open,  and  that  Englishmen  could  go 
there  as  well  as  the  ConTpany>  would  they  sell  to  the  Company 
cheaper  than  to  any  body  else  ? — I  think  the  Company  wauM 
have  the  best  article  offered  them  at  a  certain  price. 

2494.  You  think  competition  in  the  market  would  not  affect 
the  price  ? — I  think  a  large  would,  as  in  general  merchandi:^ 
I  think  it  does, 

2495.  If  the  demand  for  good  teas  increased  hy  opening  the 
trade,  do  not  you  think  tlie  supply  would  be  increased  in  pro- 
portion ? — I  think  it  would  open   the  door  to  a  great  deal  of  I 


■ted  Article;  bow  fMt  tlie  growtJj  miflit  be  locrettrd  in    i  1 
!  iaterior  1  cattoot  lell*  ^._ 

fALTER    STEVENSON    DAVIDSOM*    Eiq.   called  in, 
end  I 

3M86>  Havi  voii  retidcd  in  C^ton  as  a   mercbuit  ?— Yet»  v^*!*^ 

tWf.  Wm  yoQ  itate  to  ihe  Coniniitiee»  when  jrou  went  there. 

hew  lang  pm  ila^edt  and  in  what  biminees  you  were  enpbjred? 

—lint  of  aO  riitted  China  in  the  year  IWI,  but  ftajrtd  iiierehr 

I ;  I  returned  to  fettle  there  in  the  year  181 1,  and  1 

Ul  in  ism. 

9i06L  Are  you  a  Briti«li  tubject  ? — Unqucilioniibly  ;  I  am  a 

QtftfC  of  Scotland. 

MM.  How  were  you  allowed  to  reaide  at  Canton  an  a  mer- 
daDif  f>oi  belonging  to  the  Cooipany't  eilablishment  ?— I  fv- 
aded  there  aa  a  naturalized  Porii^fueae  Mili|e€t,  and  I  ubtained 
diat  aatmBaaiion  for  a  »paee  of  100  yeara  and  upwardn.  1 
reomed  it  by  favour  from  the  King  of  rortugal «  I  jMid  iiothbg 
■"fit. 

Would  you  have  been  allowed  to  remain  tm  an  EngUah 
ukIch  ^roQ  had  been  naturalixeii  or  under  tome  odier 
I? — dufveedonably  not.  So  far  from  it,  when  I  obtained 
r  latter  of  aattiraliaation  1  wrote  to  the  tlicn  Court  of  Direc- 
dieni  that  1  had  got  auch,  but  that  f  still  wiahed 
to  prooaod  omin  one  of  their  ihipa  to  China,  and  they  replied 
ta  St  ibat  ihey  could  tu>t  think  or  permitting  it. 

SS<I1*  Did  they  attempt  to  prevent  your  retidetice  there 
ekca  yon  appeared  aa  a  Portuguese  aubject  ?— Kei^er ;  nor  had 
tteor  oceaiiOB  to  appear  at  a  Portuguete  subject;  and  for 
ihfioni  rroionat  I  never  aought  to  do  ao. 

i^.  Will  you  itate  in  what  character  you  did  appear  ?-^I 

'  w«s,  from  the  commencement  of  my  rraidence  to  the 

ii  deaired  to  state  in  what  character  I  appeared* 

Waa  It  known  that  you  bad  been  naturalised  n*  a  For- 
^  ? — Perfectly  notorioui  on  the  apot. 

294H.  Do  you  not  believe  that  it  was  on  tliat  accuuut  you 
were  allowed  to  remain  ? — Entirely. 

2M^  Wliat  wti  tiae  firm  of  vouv  buaioeia  ? — The  firm  of 
bomoaa*  when  I  joined  it,  woa  uarime  and  Company ;  it  afier- 
aarda  becme  Molony,  liobarU,  and  Company,  and  aflcrwarda 
W*  &  Daeidaoo  and  Company, 

2500.  Wlwt  Mr.  Boring  waa  it?— It  was  Mr.  Georgo 
Baring. 

2M7.  Wi»  ho  a  member  of  the  Company's  Factory  there  ? — 
Noi  hewstDot;  ha  had  pvovtouily  reigned  the  service,  and 
reiidod  in  E^gl«i4> 
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2508.  Had  he  been  in  the  Company*s  service? — ^He  bad. 

2509,  Wio  were  aisociated  with  you  ?— Two  other  Com- 
pan/s  servants,  Mr*  Malony  and  Mr.  Robarts* 

2510*  They  were  then  belonging  to  the  Factory  ? — They  were, 
251 L  How  long  had  they  been  established  as  agents  at  Can- 
ton ? — The  house  existed  for  many  years  before.  The  earliest 
member  of  it  with  whoni  I  am  acqnainted  ia  Mr.  Filzhugh,  now 
in  London,  tlie  present  Lord  Strathallan  :  Mr.  Henry  ;jnd  Mr. 
William  Baring,  Uie  brothert*  of  Mr.  George  Oaring,  alsio  be- 
longeil  to  it. 

2212.  In  what  year  did  you  join  them?— Fn  1811  I  went  out* 

2l'13,  What  was  the  business  they  carried  on  when  you  Joined 
them?— Agents  in  all  articies  the  produce  of  India,  but  chiefly 
cotton  and  opium ;  certainly  opium  and  cotton  formed  nine^ 
tenths  of  the  business. 

25 14-.  Then  it  is  presumed  that  the  Factory  knew  perfect Ijf 
that  you  managed  the  trade  in  opium? — That  will  require  f 
httle  explanation.  I  mentioned  that  I  was  in  China  in  ISOTj 
during  which  time  I  became  acquainied  with  all  the  niembcf^ 
of  that  firm:  in  consequence  of  which,  upon  the  East-Indil| 
Directors  depriving  their  servants  of  the  power  of  carrying  oil 
the  opium  agency*  they  invited  me  to  go  out  to  Cliina  tot 
manage  tt ;  and  the  bonajide  understar*ding  w^ast  that  e%*ery  dol4 
lar  that  w^as  derived  from  the  opium  agency  fthould  go  into  injfl 
pocket ;  and  every  dollar  that  was  derived  from  the  cottoi 
agency,  which  was  still  legal  and  allowable,  should  go  h\i4 
theirs. 

2515.  How  long  had  the  Company  allowed  their  servants  t4 
be  opium  agents  ?  — As  well  as  I  can  recollect,  the  East-Indil 
Directors  had  capriciously  changed  their  regulations  two  or  ilire 
times ;  I  cannot  say  precisely. 

2516.  Did  they  change  them  after  the  time  of  your  joinin 
the  house  ? — Yes.  They  a  11  er wards  deprived  them  of  tlH 
power  of  acting  as  cotton  agents  ;  or  rather»  they  desired  that 
instead  of  certain  parties,  who  then  acted  as  cotton  agents, 
taining  it,  it  should  be  carried  on  by  them,  or  others  of  theil 
servants,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Factory,  Mr.  Molony 
Mn  Eobarts  declined  to  take  it  on  that  footing,  alleging  veq 
properly,  that  as  they  were  very  often  obliged  to  remain 
Canton  during  the  hot  season  to  attend  to  the  business,  whei 
the  others  were  amusing  themselves  at  Macao,  it  was  not  fairs 
and  it  was  upon  that  occasion  that  the  house  assumed  my  namij 
and  all  the  business  fell  into  my  hands, 

2517.  Did  any  of  those  Company's  servants  continue  partnet! 
with  you  in  any  portion  of  the  business?— In  nothing  whatever. 

2518.  During  the  time  you  remained,  did  any  of  the  Comi 
pany's  servants  afterwards  act  as   agents   for  any  business  ?< 
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'«rt«rward«*  till  18^12,  when  i  quitted  tho  country,  tod  I 
f  etcry  rcftsoo  to  believe  not  •!»€«, 
2519,  How  ni«nv  ractoricx  exiVtcfl  in  Canton  during  the  time 
OU  were  there? — Yhere  woji  the  Knglish;  the  Amcriciin  had  a 
HOC  A  eompany ;  the  Dutch  had  iu|)ercargQe«,  and  tiiejr 

W.  Had  Ific  Dutch  company  a  monopoly  ?—  It  had  ceiied 
)  be  a  monopoly,  becauite  the  Company  ceaaed  to  opermte  at 
iiiiie   of  the  war  of  the   French  Re  volution.     The  Spamjii 
\  had  a  factory  and  a  factor,  but  he  resided  almott  entirety  it 
aa  agent  for  the  iioyal  PhiKppiiio  Compaoy*  Tboft  iraa 
8«p«diah,  they  had  no  bu«incM,  and  tbt  con«iit  ofwbtdit 
Awlnfw  Ljunitcdu  resided  at  Macao*    Tlic  French,  l*hia* 
Anatnatit  and  Danish,  had   been  formerly   known  tliene, 
I  ibere  were  no  coniuU  excepting  nominal  ones.     In  one  in* 
lliey  were  British  subjects  who  were  the  conaula.  Meant* 
I  think,  were  the  Prusaian  consul  and  fioa-conaul. 
_  _    Have  any  partners  of  that  house  lately  come  homo  ?— ' 
tbe  chief  partner  is  in  this  country  dow»  Mr.  Hollini^worth 
There  was  an  Austrian  factory,  but  it  was  during 
mo  alwava  let  to  captains  of  the  Company's  ships  or  others; 
1  think  Uiere  waa  a  bong  called   Dnnish.    The  tiifermoe 
reen  a  bong  and  a  &ctory  is,  tlial  a  hong  comprises  several 
\  of  residence  • 

Were  there  any  other   Englishmen  under  foreign 
at   that  time  in  Canton,  bt»i(ic  your  own  house 
c'a  ?— In  the  courso  of  niv  residence  1  admittad  a  part* 
Vi  wlio  was  the  Sardinian  conauL 
«5$3.  Was  he  a  partner  with  you  ?-*  Yes,  he  became  so*  and 
[h  BOW  at  the  bead  of  that  house,  Mr  Dent. 

Sd24.  Did  you  trade*  on  your  own  account,  or  act  as  agent| 
nriag  the  time  you  staid  there  ? — I  did  both. 

232$.  Will  you  state  to  tlie  Committee  in  what  manner  you 

the  sale  of  the  opium  consigned  to  you  as  agents? — 

^  iras  more  simple,  l^e  i»hip  un  board  which  opium  was, 

ay  generally  at  Whampoa,   at  that  time,  about   twelve  miles 

I  Canton*     Tlie  parties  who  purchased  opium  of  my  house 

the  nonejr  in  Canton,  and  so  soon  as  it  was  ascertained 

;  the  silver  was  good,  which  was  done  by  shro0s  I  had  for  the 

e,  fbey  received  an  order  on  the  officer  to  take  the  opium 

fof  the  ship.     The purchowng  parties  then  went  tlown,  gene- 

under  the  colour  of  night,  and  took  (he  opium  out  ol  the 

\  (  that  is  to  say,  broke  open  the  chests  and  threw  the  opium 

[into  bags»  leaving  the  chests  on  l>oardp  because  they  were  not 

I  ao  handy  for  their  boats* 

2526.  Is  it  within   your  knowledge  that  they  obtained  any 

^order«or  made  any  preliminary  arrangements  before  tliey  could 

&»r  tlie  opium  ?— Decidedly.     As  far  as  general 
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report  and  general  belief,  lliey  al^'ays  had  an  understandmg  with 
"~  the  Mandarins  previously  to  taking  opium  out :  tliat  is  to  saj, 

Em   **^"^  ^^y  ^^^^^^^^  ^o  know  how  much  money  they  should  pay  them 

on  each  chest ;  ai>d  when  this  money  wqs  paid,  those  persoD»,  it 

was  always  understood,  gave  orders  that  they  should  not  be 

molested* 

2527,  Was  it  known  in  Canton  that  those  shipi  had  opium 
on  board,  although  the  article  was  contraband? — It  was  <|uite 
notorious  to  all  the  parties, 

2528*  Was  it  know  to  all  the  authorities? — I  c^mnot  ^ay 
that  it  was  known  to  the  Fooyuen  or  the  Hoppoj  but  1  do  not 

doubt  it* 

2529,  Have  you  ever  known  any  attempt  to  seize  the  opium 
on  board  of  a  snip  lying  at  Whampoa  ? — I  cever  heard  of  sudi 
a  thing. 

2530,  Have  you  ever  known  more  ships  than  one  lying  at 
Whampoa  with  opium  ? — Many. 

2531,  Where  did  they  lie  at  that  time;  was  it  between 
Danes'  Island  and  French  Islands  ? — Near  both.  They  gene- 
rally chose  the  most  quiet  and  sequestered  spot;  because,' as 
thejr  anchor  was  likely  to  be  down  so  much  longer  tlian  any 
other  vessel,  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  be  out  of 
the  way, 

2532,  Are  you  aware  that  the  custom-house  authorities  inva- 
riably appointed  boats  to  watch  those  opium  vessels  ?— Cettainly. 

2533,  Then  your  opinon  is,  that  the  smuggling  of  opium  was 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  there,  and  you  never  knew 
of  any  interruption  to  it  ? — I  have  known  interruption  to  il|  but 
I  have  never  known  any  difficulty  on  board  the  ship, 

2534*  What  difficulty  have  you  known  out  of  the  ship  ? — I 
have  known  periods  when  the  demands  and  extortions  of  the 
Mandarins  were  so  high  that  it  was  not  possible  to  sell  opium, 

2535.  Notwitlistanding  that,  was  any  attempt  ever  made  to 
seize  the  opium  on  board  the  ships  ? — Never,  that  I  knew  of, 

2536.  When  ships  arrive  at  Canton  containing  opium,  in  what 
way  is  the  cargo  entered  ?  -  Opium  is  never  entered  ;  every  ship 
bringing  opium  always  brings  some  other  cargo ;  that  other 
cargo  is  always  the  cargo  entered, 

2537.  Is  there  any  additional  charge  made  on  ships  wbicb 
lie  there,  as  the  opium  ships  do,  the  year  round  ? — I  never  knew 
an  instance ;  that  is  to  say,  I  never  was  obliged  to  pay,  buC  I 
have  been  plagued  about  it* 

2538.  How  long  have  you  known  a  ship  lie  there  ? — I  do  not 
remember  any  instance  of  a  ship  lying  above  a  year,  excepting 
one  to  my  own  consignment ;  she  lay  much  more,  and  it  was 
about  her  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  It  was  a  very 
unusual  occurrence,  and  would  be  likely  always  to  give  trouble* 
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t^S9,  Arv  you  dwftrc  ulictb^r  the  ilong  VKTcbioti  have  any  g  f^  liio. 
thiiig  to  do  in  ihe  ofMnm  Iradi:  ?— I  ma  afnid  tocno  of  thtm         -^ 
hire  had  :  I  knew  one  very  ^t\\  who  was  too  ntady  lo  deal  ia  If^^  SOwfH4am^ 
it:  J  oaver  dealt  with  him  ikC  I  did  not  appiova         ^^ 

of  il,  bat  I  believe  he  htu  dc^t  ia  It. 

tMO.  Does  that  Hong  merchant  itilJ  heloiiff  to  the  Hong  ?— 
The  HoQg  merchant  to  whom  I  elluded  no  longer  belongs  to 
Ihe  Hoog. 

SMI*  Am  the  Hong  merchiint«  chanfMl  6mm  timt  Ut  Uam? 

T  haw  fieter  known  them  clianged*  cxoepl  bf  tleathv  or  bnk* 
iiptcj,  or  banishment. 

2642.  Are  you  aware  whethar^  ihaf  jmw  any  nm  of  leagy 
ftohtam  the  prsrtlege  g£  the  Hong?-— I  do  not  know  rt^  but  I 
ive  no  doubt  of  it.  I  brlicve  that  nodung  is  to  be  obtaiflad 
I  ChiDa  without  paying  the  autborttiei. 

f5tS.  Have  you  any  doubi  thai  asy  thing  may  bo  obcalnad  m 
'  'na  on  paying  far  it  P^^Tbata  are  irery  few  thiiigt  that  may 
I  believe. 

2SM.  Wn  you  itate  generaUy  what  the  rale  of  eommierioa 
\  doia^  busjoeei  at  Canton  wm  in  your  tirac  ? — Generally,  in 

'  tko^  commiieione  were  reduced  :  ajid  wlijch  I  believe  u  the 

C'ce  Jn  all  ooutitriat  where  trade  ie  auaodinffi  and 
I  y^y  high.    Oa  cottoo  I  never  knew  ii  below 
par  cent. ;  on  opium  I  knew  it  five  per  cent.t  a»d  it  be- 
MMp    Tbare  were  many  parties  in  China  who  did  busi- 
amadl  imaller  commiiuiions  than  tht».     My  bouie  toade 
rude  of  oeirer  doing  so^  by  wliich  means  we  lost  a  great  deal  of 


fS45.  Had  yoU|  during  the  whole  time  you  remained  there, 
any  trouble  youreeif  on  account  of  being  un  agent   for 

Hum  ?-^  wat  in  a  constant  sea  of  trouble. 

SM6»  With  the  Chinese  authorities  ?  I  never  had  occaiioii 
la  coaw  into  direct  conmiunieation  with  the  Chinese  authoiv 
lies:  I  avoided  it«  because  it  would  have  been  of  no  avail 

tSi7.  ^Itl  you  state  what  you  mean  by  taymg,  thai  you 
were  io  a  aca  of  trouble ;  what  were  the  mfficuities  you  met 
with  P'CoQSlant  interruptions,  owing  to  the  enactions  of  the 
which  slopped  the  sales  altogether  in  soma  in- 
On  other  occaaioiis,  after  Iha  parties  wlio  bought  tba 
» of  aM  had  paid  down  the  mooey  and  had  got  tlieir  otders, 
it  could  ooi  bo  delivered,  and  I  was  obliged  to  refund,  because 
Ihcy  could  nol  make  their  urraogeatients :  and  as  parties  in  those 
etieaaHCaiicea  are  iometimes  very  unreaAonabte,  in  some  in- 
staaeea  Ibey  wanted  me  to  indcmnifV  them  for  the  prolits  thev 
■iljhl  have  got,  when  it  was  in  fact  their  own  government  ^hich 
impeded  them. 

2H8.  Have  you  any  means  of  judging  whether  the  trouble 
2t lending  the  sale  of  opium  in  less  now^  «ince  the  *«hip*4  were 
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removed  from  Whampoa  antl  stationed  themselves  at  Linting, 
outsiile  the  river  ? — I  sliould  say  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
much  difference  in  ihe  trouble,  but  a  vast  difference  in  the 
anxiety :  because,  in  the  one  case,  ihcy  were  liable  to  seizure 
any  day :  in  the  other  case,  they  lie  in  a  spot  where  they  can 
defend  themselves  against  any  power  that  can  come  against 
them. 

2549.  You  mean  to  say,  that  the  trade,  in  your  time,  whilst 
the  ships  lay  at  Whampoa,  was  more  difficult  than  it  is  now  ?  — 
More  fyll  of  anxiety.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  it;  it  was  a 
y^ry  good  business. 

2550.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  other  articles  except  opium 
being  gnuiggled? — I  hove  heard  of  a  great  many,  but  I  never 
smuggled  any  other  articles  myself  in  the  import  trade. 

2551.  With  regard  to  the  exports?  — In  exports  I  smuggled 
very  largely  of  silver,  because  it  was  a  prohibited  article  as  well 
as  opium  ;  and  so  was  tutenague,  I  believe :  and  the  rule  which 
guided  me  was,  that  I  would  smuggle  tlie  articles  which  were 
prohibitedj  but  not  those  upon  which  a  direct  duty  was  laid* 

2552.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  numher  of  chests  of  opium 
imported  at  Canton  in  your  time?^ — The  quantity  varied:  on 
general  recollection,  I  think  I  may  say  6j000  or  7*000  chests. 

2553.  How  many  pounds  does  a  chest  contain  ? — I  think  ^ 
chest  contains  two  maunds  of  82  pounds  each ;  that  is,  164 
pounds,  or  it  may  he  two  maunds  of  74  pounds  each. 

2554.  What  was  the  average  price  you  sold  it  for  ? — I  think  I 
have  known  the  price  vary  from  1,200  dollars  to  2,400  dollars^ 

2555.  Are  you  aware  that  the  trade  to  China  has  now  increased 
to  13,000  or  14,000  chests  ? — So  1  have  heard  of  late  years,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

2556.  What  was  the  value  of  the  opium  you  have  stated  ? — 
From  8»000,0€0  to  12,000,000  of  dollars,  between  2,000,000  and 
3,000,000  sterling, 

2557.  Was  all  the  opium  that  you  received  Company's  opium, 
or  was  tliere  any  Turkey  opium  ? — There  was  Turkey  opium. 

2558.  Wliat  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Company's  ?  — I  am 
not  prepared  to  say,  nor  can  1  find  amongst  my  papers  suificient 
data  to  give  that  conclusion. 

2559.  You  have  slated  that  you  smuggled  silver,  did  you  ever 
apply  for  a  chop  for  permission  to  export  it? — Never- 

2560.  Do  you  know  that  the  Company  have  exported  silver? 
— ^Yes  ;  1  have  heard  so. 

2561.  Da  you  know  wbelher  they  received  a  chop  permitting 
them  to  export  it  ? — I  have  no  doubt  q^  it ;  I  am  convinced  they 
would  not  hazard  the  doing  it  without. 

2562.  What  responsibility  did  you  consider  to  attach  to  you  m 
an  agent,  selling  a  prohil>itcd  artich*  like  opium? — ^fn  a  pecu- 
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tnl  of  view*  I  iie%  rr  conttdered  il  wnM  a  retponmilNlity  Omt   i  liC«r.  lim. 
.  J  Yiliied ;  nor  did  I  eter  charffet  or  pri*tend  Co  have  «  rtglu        -~^ 
» dmr^  onj  tbmg  for  it.   FerBonall v,  of  courte,  every  man  who  *^'  S*nmfidMm. 
BiMlr«  in  China  ruriAS  greiit  riiL   The  govenimentt  for  initaore,  *^^ 

LV  I  hare  tCaUd,  kntw  full  weli  ihat  a  ahip  was  at  Whampoa  wiih 
f  i  Urge  qiimnutj  of  opium ;  thsl  ibt  waa  to  my  connignrnent ;  and 
llleY  iniglii  have  imprifoned  mc  any  day,  and  taid,  till  you  pay 
[1m{»000  taica  you  ahatl  not  be  rclcaaed. 

9Sf3.  Did  that  ever  happen  during  yoiast  nwidetice  there  ?— 

25M.  Dtd  you  ever  hear  of  \U  happening  ? — Never.  I  do  not 
Ithiok  thai  in  the  history  i^  the  trade  there  has  been  an  tn«tance 
[•fit, 

2565.  What  risk  did  you  c-        "         m  ran  in  ftmugglinft  nilvrr  ? 
^Hofie  whatever,  beyond  il  ^-  i^f  tiie  iiilv4!r,  with  which 

!  Always  eicceedingly  wt^ll  mu«6ed. 
iiS6.  Have  you  known  many  ik*ii:urci  made  ?*l  have  known 
,  hat  ^try  few  indeed,  tlie  partim  are  so  exceedingly  expert. 
iS67.  Upon  whom  did  that  lots  fall?— It  fell  uf>on  the  party 
'  whom  il  waa  a  remitiance  to  India*  either  mytf  If  or  my  con- 
aa  the  caae  might  be. 
I  fi88L  Could  that  riak  become  a  matter  of  antiiranee  ?*Cer« 
ilf  not. 

SMd*  Have  you  ever  known  it  taken  it  as  such  ? — I  Uiink  no 
would  ever  be  so  foolith  t»  run  iiacb  a  risk*     I  cannot 
^Mand  lo  say  that  it  has  never  been  made  a  risk  i  I  never  would 
■ate  rwi  the  riak  myself  for  any  reajionable  premium. 

2Sf9k  la  Totir  ttme  did  the  Chinese  undertake  to  put  the  sil- 
•er  on  hmm  for  you  ? — Ve*. 

257L  Wiat  rate  did  you  pay  them  for  it?  I  lK>U|;lit  the  fil- 
ler of  tKero,  and  they  undertook  to  put  it  on  board.  It  was  de- 
lienMa  aa  board*  and  I  paid  them  sornetimi's  iKTrtre  and  some- 
lioMa  after  they  brought  me  the  captain's  receipt  for  it. 

ttTt.  Then  your  own  risk  was  at  an  end  ?— Entirely :  except 
whea  I  choae  to  step  out  of  the  way  and  trusted  them,  which  I 
with  all  those  parties,  both  in  silver  and  in 


tSra.  Do  ycra  mean  to  say  that  yoii  sold  opium  on  credit?  — 
Tea,  I  Have,  very  foolishly. 

2^74.  Tlien  it  is  presumed  your  opinion  of  the  Chinese  was 
wry  good  F*-It  must  liave  been  so^  when  I  sold  to  the  greatest 
sogiies  in  the  country  on  article  on  credit. 

^75.  Did  you  ever  make  any  bad  debtA  in  such  cases  ?«— Yea, 
Ikaaw. 

tt70.  You  stated  that  some  time  ai\er  you  sold  the  opium* 
tile  parties  came  to  you  to  have  the  money  returnrd,  herausa 
tbry  coald  not  get  an  order  tor  tlie  landing  of  il :  is  ir  nn  univer* 
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sal  praclice  In  getting  this  article  on  shore  to  get  an  order  from 
the  Mandarins  before  an  attempt  is  made  to  land  it?— I  should 
think  by  no  means.  The  parties  who  had  my  order  for  the  opium, 
if  they  could  evade  the  Mandarins,  avoided  paying  them ;  but 
generally  speakingi  1  believe,  they  cannot  evade  them,  and  that 
they  find  it  the  surest  way  to  pay  them. 

2577.  Generally  speaking,  is  permission  obtained  from  the 
Mandarins  before  an  attempt  is  made  to  land  the  opium  ? — I 
should  think  the  parlies  generally  pay  in  order  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  opium:  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  add*  that  I 
should  think  it  very  likely,  in  the  case  of  paying  too  small  a  siiiw, 
the  Mandarins  might  still  seize  the  opiom  afterwards ;  and  I 
sliould  think  that  the  parties,  ynless  they  were  disposed  to  pay 
the  full  fee,  would  ratlier  run  the  risk  altogether. 

2578-  Is  there  then  any  established  fee?— Yes,  there  is  an 
established  fee  for  to-day ;  but  you  cannot  depend  upon  tJieni 
beyond  the  day,  it  is  constantly  liable  to  variation, 

2579.  Is  there  alw^ays  a  price,  in  the  nature  of  a  fee  paid  to 
the  Mandarins,  which  will  ensure  the  landing  of  opium? — Ex- 
cept at  such  times  wlien  their  demands  are  so  extortionate  that 
it  IS  impossible  to  sell  the  opium, 

2580^  What  is  the  greatest  payment  you  have  known  to  be 

made  to  a  Mandarin  ?  ^1  know  nothing  whate%^er  of  the  fine 
paid  to  the  Mandarin. 

2581  *  You  stated  that  the  opium  agents  are  generally  watched 
by  boats  from  the  custom-house  when  the  opium  is  taken  out 
of  the  ship,  with  an  order  ob^iined  from  the  Mandarins :  are 
those  boats  generally  present? — I  believe  the  system  has  been, 
when  they  have  received  intelligence  from  their  chiefs,  to 
retire. 

2582.  Are  you  not  aware  that  those  custom-house  boats  are 
moored  astern  and  on  the  quarter  of  every  vessel  ? — Custom- 
house boats  are ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  the  boats  whose  duty 
it  is  to  seize  those  parties  are  moored  tliere  ;  they  are  far  loo 
weakly  manned  and  armed» 

2583,  Are  you  not  aware  that  those  boats  permitted  the 
opium  to  be  landed?— Decidedly- 

2584  Could  they  prevent  it  if  tliey  pleased  ? — That  does  not 
follow ;  they  may  not  be  strong  enough.  I  have  known  instances 
of  the  Chinese  opium  boats  overpowering  all  force,  where  it 
was  a  very  large  quantity,  and  it  was  worth  tlieir  while  killing 
and  wounding  men ;  hut  generally  they  do  not  attempt  it- 

2585*  On  such  an  occurrence  happening,  have  you  ever 
known  any  notice  taken  of  it  by  the  government  ? — Never. 

2586.  Besides  opium,  have  not  you  purchased  tea  on  com- 
mission?—My  export  in  that  way  has  been  but  small  I  have, 
however,  done  it  otlen. 
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2587.  What  was  the  ooainii«ion  you  were  allowed  on  tea?   ^^^  1630. 
—Three  per  cent ,  the  tame  as  on  cotton.  ^,  «"Tr"  , 

fSSM.  Generalljr  speaking,   did  you  not  buy  and  tell  the         J^r- 
difereiit  commoditiea  of  Canton? — Certainly. 

2589.  Hare  you  found  any  difBcultv  in  your  dealings,  either 
with  the  Hong  merchants  or  with  the  outside  merchantii? — 
I  Ycnr  aeMom  dealt  with  the  outside  merchants.  I  bare  ofVen 
fbond  difficukies  with  both  descriptions. 

2590.  Did  they  refuse  to  sell  to  you,  or  refuse  to  buy  ? — Never. 

2591.  What  are  the  difficulties  that  you  met  with ;  hare  they 
refiised  lo  pay  ? — Yes,  1  have  met  with  many  difficulties  of  that 
aatore,  haviftig  the  misfortune  to  deal  with  bankrupts. 

2592.  What  should  you  say  o^  the  facility  of  doing  business 
b  the  port  of  Canton  as  compared  with  other  ports  ? — I  should 
iqr  it  b  greater  in  that  than  in  any  other  country  I  have  ever 
either  Tinted  or  heard  of. 

2508.  Hare  you  ever  sent  teas  on  your  own  account  to  New 
South  Wales  or  any  other  place  ?— Not  on  my  own  account ; 
but  I  hare  sent  them  on  account  of  other  parties  many  times. 

2594b  Did  you  buy  those  teas  by  previous  contract,  or  as 
you  found  them  in  the  market? — I  have  bought  tliem  both  ways. 
When  I  knew  that  the  vessel  was  coming,  then,  of  course,  I 
would  buy  them  by  contract  previously ;  when  a  vessel  came 
■oddenly  with  an  order,  and  had  to  return  immediately,  I  was 
obl^ed  to  buy  them  at  the  moment. 

2595.  As  a  general  rule,  then,  #hen  you  knew  a  vessel  mas 
coming,  you  would  provide  the  cargo  by  previous  arrangement? 
— Unquestionably. 

2596.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  East-India  Company. 
bj  having  a  regular  demand  for  their  trade  to  England,  can 
buy  their  teas  cheaper  than  a  stranger,  who  goes  into  the 
mwket  with  only  a  short  time  to  purchase  his  cargo  in?— Ccr- 
tamly ;  the  Company  buy  their  teas  at  great  advantage. 

2597.  Do  you  think,  if  your  purchases  had  been  laree,  vou 
wodd  hare  had  equal  ftcilities  with  the  Company  ? — I  think,  if 
my  porchases  were  equally  large,  I  should  have  equal  facility, 
if  I  were  equally  active  and  intelligent. 

2596.  Do  you  consider  that  the  principal  advantage  which 
die  Company  has  arises  from  the  great  extent  of  purchases  and 
flJes  whidi  they  make  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

2599.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  advantage  they  have 
beyond  their  great  punctuality  and  their  great  dealings  ?-» 
T^t  seems  to  me  to  embrace  every  advantage  that  can  be  pos- 
sessed by  a  great  trading  company. 

2600.  Supposing  the  Company  to  continue  to  trade  there, 
and  supposing  the  trade  thrown  open  to  other  Englishmen, 
with  hberty  to  settle  and  reside  at  Canton,  do  you  foresee  any 
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ditficukies  in  carrying  on  the  trade  at  Canton  ?■ — I  foresee  tliai 
many  may  arise. 

2601,  Will  you  state  what  difficuliics  you  anticipate? — I 
believe  that  individuals  would  conduct  themselves  so  irregularly, 
that  they  would  quickly  become  embroiled  with  the  Chinese. 

2602,  Have  you  ever  known,  during  the  time  you  resided 
there,  any  interruption,  or  any  individuals  coming  in  collisioti 
with  the  authorities  there  ?^ — I  think  I  staled  be fore»  that  we 
knew  better  than  to  come  into  collision  with  the  government ; 
but  we  have  had  many  grievances. 

2603,  When  a  grievance  occurred,  in  w!»at  way  did  you  ap|i1j 
for  the  redress  of  that  grievance ?^During  the  whole  of  my 
residence  I  never  had  occasion  to  apply  for  the  redress  of  any ; 
but  I  have  tieard  the  modes  taken  by  other  parlie^^  which  modes 
are  generally  understood  to  be  by  going  to  the  Viceroy*s  palace* 
with  a  chop,  or  letter,  stating  the  grievances ;  that  is  to  sa}*,  a 
great  collection  of  people,  who  are  of  the  same  mind,  and  who 
were  generally  labouring  under  a  common  grievance,  forced 
tlieir  way  through  the  city  gate  and  made  to  the  palace ;  and 
when  they  succeeded,  as  tliey  frequently  did,  the  parties  there 
were  very  glad  to  take  their  letter,  and  to  get  rid  of  them* 

2604,  Do  you  allude  to  the  Company's  servants  as  having  ever 
done  that  ?— No ;  the  Company  have  the  privilege,  and  a  very 
great  one  it  is,  of  communicating  with  the  Canton  government 
in  Chinese ;  it  was  gained  by  ncgociation  long  ago* 

2605,  To  whom  do  you  allude  as  having  done  that  ? — Persons 
connected  with  the  country  traders;  but  1  remember  on  one  of 
the  most  spirited  occasions  they  were  headed  by  a  late  Chairman 
of  the  East^lndia  Company,  the  Honourable  Mr*  Lindsay,  who 
got  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the 
business, 

2606,  Did  he  head  the  party  as  a  servant  of  the  Company,  or 
as  an  Englishman  independently  of  the  Company  ?— Decidedly 
as  m  Englishman,  and  not  as  a  servant  of  the  Company. 

2607,  Have  you  ever  known  any  of  the  Company's  com- 
manders joining  in  these  proceedings?— The  Honourable  Mr 
Lindsay  was  then  the  Honourable  Captain  Lindsay,  and  a  Com- 
pany's commanden 

2608,  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  of  tire  Select  Committee*  or 
the  persons  belonging  to  the  Company's  establishment  there, 
joining  in  such  proceedings? — No,  1  do  not. 

2609,  Can  you  recollect  the  nature  of  the  remonstrance  they 
presented  ? — I  cannot ;  I  was  not  on  the  spot  at  the  time. 

2610,  Was  redress  given  to  the  grievances ?— I  think,  gene- 
rally speaking,  those  petty  grievances  for  which  they  sought 
redress  In  this  manner  were  relieved. 

26 IL  Comparing  the  time  when  you  arrived  at  CitntoD  mUh 
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tl»e   time  when  yaa  csinc  ivij.  do  you  concetTe  iJiar,  on  the   A  Mw.  ie30, 
^irhole^   there  were  g^realer  fbcilitief  for  tndc  At  ttie  rcmiitiatioi) 
tlian  ai  il*e  commencement  ? — lInt]uc»tionAbly* 

SB12«  Are  you  awmre  whciKcr«  fmm   what  hti  tikcn  |iU€« 
jou  came  avray,  itttJ  greater  fitcilitiea  hare  ba^n  afwlMl? 
*  heard  very  hitie  o(  the  matter  imce  I  cama  awaf  • 
Wliat  do  you  consider  to  have  been  the  caune  of  tfiat 
'  ftdlltjr  ?— Ptivileget  obtained   by  the  exertioni  of  the 
-India  CofDpatiy*t  Select  Committee. 
1i614b  Did  that  apply  to  the  Americans  ?—Unf|iiestionahly. 
*ve  the  Americant  and  all  other  foreignen  have  benefited 
I*  pfivileges  which  have  been  obtainiid  by  the  E^t*Iiidia 
f,  and,  as  I  conceive,  at  the  cost  of  Great  Britain. 

AlV  tlie  Committee  to  understand  that  in  these  remon* 

\  hw  tndtvidual  Europeans  residing  there,  that  the  Com* 

jr*a  cnril  servants  ever  jomcd  in  them  or  not  ? — I  believe  ikiI. 

YoQ  stated,  that  you  were  afraid   that   disturbancea 

lake  place ;  have  you  ever  known  any  interruption  of  lb« 

[  of  any  nation*  except  that  which  Imx  token  plucc  with  tbt 

Campany  ? — I  know  the  Amcricun  trade  utopped  on  one 

m  cooieqtience  of  a  life  that  was  lost,  m  tlie  case  of 

■o  aailor  Majocci ;  I  do  not  reiiiember  any  other 

Then  what  induces  you  to  say  there  would  be  a  risk  of 
e>  when  you  know  no  instance  of  that  having  taken 
i  ? — Bacaitae  1  conceive  the  Chinese  would  very  soon  deprive 
all  your  privileges,  and  the  trade  would  conseauentty  be 
i   on  to  the  greatest  disadvantjige ;  the  parties  mtcnWd 
would  be  dissatisfied,  and  I  think  it  is  not  going  too  far 
r^  that  they  would  greatly  misconduct  themselves  in  the 
naa  crud  irritation. 
HSIA.  Have  you  not  said  tlmt  it  iras  your  interest  to  conduct 
~*  qamily  to  avoMl  collision  ?*— Certainly. 
19.  What  reason  have  you  to  think  tliat  other  individuals, 
Jting  their  own  interest*  would  not  act  with  equal  caution  ? 
very  few  luid  so   large  a  stake  as  myself.    Smaller 
\  make  people  less  cauUous* 

lOU  Do  you  not  contemplate,  if  the  tiade  were. open,  that 

\  W^Koej  buainess  would  ^t^ry  much  increaae,  wo  as  to  be  worth 

Individual's  **tf*frr^— ^*  is  very  possible  it  might. 

\h   Do  you   eottleaiplate   danger  as  likely  to   ari^e,  sup- 

j  China  to  remain  as  it  now  is  with  regard  to  Europeans? 

-There  are  now  a  great  many  private  individuals  in  China  who 

ave  much  larger  stakes  than  they  had  in  my  time. 

Do  yoQ  ind  thot  they  come  in  collision  with  the  public 
I?— I  should  think  not. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Wilcoxi  an  American  merchant*  who 
Dtmatrly. 


27«  EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA   AFFAIRS: 

8  M»r,  1830.        2624**  Have  you  ever  known  him  or  any  oi'  bis  country nieD 

come  in  collisioo,  except  in    the  unfortunate  case  you  have 

W.  S,  Dai-kU^  alluded  to  ?— Never. 

2625.  How  often  have  you  known  the  trade  interrupted  by  the 
English  coining  in  collision  with  the  public  authorities  there  ?— 
Two  occasions  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of.  The  first  occasion 
was  in  181 4« ;  it  was  the  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  supercargoes 
to  an  attempt  made  by  the  government,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Hong  merchants,  to  make  the  monopoly  which  they  possess 
much  more  close  and  injurious  to  the  English  trade  than  it  had 
ever  been  before. 

2626.  That  is,  the  Chinese  authorities  were  anxious  to  esta- 
blish Co-hongs,  so  as  to  render  the  mono[K>ly  of  the  sale  of  Chi- 
nese articles  greater?— The  nature  of  it  was  to  give  authority 
to  the  senior  Hong  merchants^  that  they  should  Iiave  a  power 
to  control  the  juniorsi  to  fix  the  prices,  and  in  short,  to  exercise 
a  very  despotic  authority  over  their  own  body  and  over  the  trade* 

2627.  If  such  had  been  established^  do  you  consider  tliat  an 
increase  of  the  price  of  Leas  was  anticipated  ? — I  conceive  that 
would  have  followed. 

2628.  What  steps  did  the  Company  take  in  resisting  those 
demands  ? — They  resisted  those  demands,  by  stopping  not  only 
their  own  trade,  but  all  the  country  trade. 

2629.  How  long  did  they  stop  that  trade  ? — As  well  as  I  can 
recollect^  I  should  say  about  two  months. 

2630.  Have  you  ever  known  any  interruption  by  any  proceed- 
ings of  country  traders  ? — Never* 

2631.  On  what  other  occasion  do  you  recollect  any  interrup- 
tion ? — On  the  occasion  of  the  aifair  of  the  Topaze  frigate,  1 
think  in  the  season  1821-2,  an  affray  took  place  between  the 
crew  of  the  frigate  and  the  Chinese,  in  which  some  of  the  Chi- 
nese were  killed  and  wounded^  and  on  that  occasion  the  Chinese 
stopped  the  trade* 

.  2632.  Had  the  Company*s  own  servants  any  thing  to  do  with 
causing  that  ? — They  were  not  the  cause  of  it,  it  was  a  king* 
ship. 

2633.  Did  any  dispute  arise  about  the  price  of  black  tea  be- 
tween the  Company's  Factory  and  tlie  government  ? — I  om  not 
aware  of  that  circumstance. 

2634.  How  do  you  account  for  klng*s  ships,  which  of  course 
are  better  disciplined^  and  under  better  command  and  control 
than  an}^  other  ships,  having  been  the  cause  of  disturbance  in 
China,  when  the  country  ships  have  not  caused  any  disturbance? 
— In  the  simplest  way  possible ;  one  party  will  take  blows,  the 
other  will  not. 

2635.  Will  you  explain  wliat  you  mean? — King's  ships  going 
to  China,  will  of  course  submit  to  no  insult  whatever ;  uchI  tiiere* 
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lore,  so  kNBg at  they  do  go  toChina  in  the  present  state  of  thmgs   •  Mar.  laat. 
tliey  must  cmbroO  the  trade,  because  I  bold  it  to  be  quite  impos*        -^. 
aible  for  moj  ship  to  be  in  China,  and  in  contact  with  the  Chinese*  ^'^'  '^'^ 
without  bemg  insulted  sooner  or  later* 

2636.  Are  the  Company's  ships  ever  insulted  in  that  way  ?«- 
I  bare  oHen  heard  of  persons  belonging  to  Company's  ships  re* 
*  *      insults. 


2637.  Then  they  are  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  insulu  as  well 
M  others  ? — Of  course.  I  speak  or  penkHuU  insults,  and  not  such 
aa  aftct  the  honour  and  character  of  the  Company's  representa- 
thres  in  China. 

26S8t.  Sifiposinff  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  and  supposing 
fheCampmnj  to  exist  as  a  Company  without  exclusive  privileges, 
snd  supposing  a  consul,  with  a  council  perhaps  on  thepart  ofthe 
Crown,  with  powers  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  every  Englishman 
viritiiig  Canton,  can  you  form  any  opinion  what  would  be  the 
nsok  as  to  keeping  peace  and  good  understanding  with  the  Chi« 
nese^  as  oompared  with  what  now  takes  place  with  the  Company's 
present  establishment  ? — Supposing  such  a  state  of  things  to 
exist  at  some  future  period,  1  should  say  that,  unless  judidous  and 
cneiji^etac  diplomatic  arraa^ements  preceded  such  a  change,  the 
Mtiah  trade  would  not  exist  at  Canton  two  seasons  without  the 
■est  violent  and  serious  interruption.  My  reasons  for  thinking 
10  are  these.  The  Company  possess  the  twofold  character  of 
trading  merchants  and  of  a  great  controlling  power :  they  can 
temporise,  as  they  have  done  before ;  but  if  the  representatives 
of  Great  Britain  emanated  directly  from  the  government  of  this 
country,  I  conceive  they  would  be  placed  precisely  in  the  same 
lituation  as  the  men-of-war  have  always  been  in ;  that  is  to  say, 
they  would  stickle  for  the  honour  of  their  government,  and  they 
would  not  be  able  to  recede  from  their  first  demands,  by  which 
means  the  trade  would  be  lost  for  two  seasons  at  least ;  many 
individoals  would  be  thereby  entirely  ruined,  and  the  country 
would  be  unable  to  reinstate  their  commercial  intercourse  with 
China  without  incurring  a  vast  cost. 

26S9.  Have  you  not  stated  that  other  Europeans,  when  ag- 
grieved, have  united  together  to  demand  redress  from  the  Chi- 
nese, and  have  obtained  it? — In  insignificant  cases:  I  have 
stated  that  to  have  been  done  on  petty  occasions,  not  on  great 
occasions,  certainly.  Such  an  attempt  in  the  year  1814,  when 
die  Company  made  their  great  stand,  would  have  been  as  futile 
ss  it  would  be  for  me  to  hold  up  my  hand  in  this  city  for  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  a  great  fire. 

2640.  Have  you  found,  from  your  own  experience,  that  tlio 
Chinese  people  are  extremely  desirous  to  carry  on  trade  with 
Europeans  ? — Unquestionably,  but  in  their  own  way. 

264.1.  Then  it  is  the  reguktions  ofthe  government  that  you 
consider  to  be  hostile  ?~&itirely  so. 
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2642.  You  have  stated  that  during  your  recollection,  and  as 
far  as  yon  have  heard,  no  interruption  has  ever  taken  place  with 
the  Americans,  who  have  carried  on  that  trade  for  many  year*, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  Italian  sailor ;  have  you  ever  known 
any  thing  of  the  kind  occur  with  the  Danish,  the  Spanish,  the 
French^  and  Dutch,  during  the  last  five  years  ?^ — Certainly  not, 

2643.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  antid* 
pate  those  difficulties  from  the  supposition  that  irregularities 
would  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  traders  theie  ?  —  Ti)at  i&  only 
a  part  of  my  reason^  which  is  correct  as  far  as  it  goes»  but  also 
from  the  decided  disposition  of  t!ie  Chinese  authorities  to  en- 
croacli. 

2644.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  number  of  indivi- 
duals employed  in  China  by  the  tea  trade  is  very  considerable  ? 
— I  have  always  understood  so* 

2645.  Would  not  the  stoppage  of  the  trade  which  you  antici* 
pate  be  as  important  a  grievance  to  that  country,  as  tlie  stop- 
page of  a  great  branch  of  trade  would  be  to  any  other  country  ? 
—  Unquestionably;  it  would  ruin  those  engaged  in  it  at  (he 
moment. 

2646.  Do  not  you  consider  that  would  be  an  inducement  to 
them  to  act  on  reasonable  terms  ?  —The  government  o£  China 
and  the  trading  people  are  f^o  very  distinct,  that  it  is  imjiossible 
to  suppose  one  motive  actuating  both  parties. 

2647.  Do  not  tlie  Mandarins  and  the  officers  of  government 
gain  very  much  by  the  trade,  both  regular  and  tmuggled  ?  — 
Unquestionably. 

264B.  Would  it  not  be  against  their  interest  that  any  inter- 
ruption should  take  place  ?  —Certainly, 

2649.  Would  it  not  also  be  against  the  interests  of  the  English 
residing  there  to  produce  any  interruption  ? — Cerlainly* 

2650.  Both  parties  being  anxious  to  keep  the  trade,  on  what 

found  do  you  suppose  the  trade  would  be  lost  ?^ — Because,  os 
stated  before,  representatives  of  the  King  of  England  could 
not  temporize  in  the  same  way  as  the  East* India  Company  have 
a1way&  been  ready  to  do,  when  judged  politic  or  necessary. 

265  L  You  stated,  that  the  present  Lord  St  rath  all  an,  ami 
several  gentlemen  then  in  the  Company's  service,  were  con- 
cerned in  business  in  Canton ;  did  you  mean  it  to  be  understood 
that  they  had  any  interest  whatever  in  the  sale  of  opium,  which 
you  dcKcribed  as  having  taken  place  ?— I  stated  that,  from  the 
moment  1  joined  the  house,  it  was  upon  a  clear  understanding 
that  all  the  opium  agency  should  be  mine,  and  that  the  cotton 
and  other  agency  should  be  theirs. 

2652.  Did  they  at  all  participate  in  the  opium  agency  ? — I 
stated  distinctly  that  in  point  of  tact  they  did  not  partictptfte. 
1  hot^afide  profited  by  the  opium  agency,  and  they  boniijide  krpl 
the  otlicr  agency. 
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M&S.  Did  you  doC  Hate  that  the  CompaDy  afterwardi  put  a   8  M«r.  ik30. 

■top  to  their  aenrantshariDg  an  interest  in  the  cotton  agency  also?         ; 

—They  tohmitted  a  propotition,  that  if  it  wat  retained  by  their  *"•  ^•£«'*^» 
•ermnti  it  ahoukl  be  for  the  general  benefit,  certain  parties         ^* 
boDg  nominated  by  the  whole  to  act.     The  parties  then  con- 
oemed  in  it  declined  the  thing  on  those  terms,  and  conse- 
({ucntly  I  succeeded  to  the  whole  agency,  none  of  the  other 
parties  in  the  Company's  Factory  choosing  to  start  against  me. 

S65i.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  then,  that  those 
gentlemen  did  nothing  in  the  prosecution  of  that  business,  that 
dwy  were  not  permitted  to  do  as  Company's  servants  ?«>Dis- 
tmctlyso. 

S6S5.  Before  you  joined  the  house,  had  the  opium  agency 
been  equally  dirided  between  the  members  of  the  house?— 
Unqnestionably ;  but  the  opium  agency  was  much  smaller  at 
that  time  than  afterwards. 

9656.  Had  the  gentlemen  you  have  mentioned  any  concern 
ID  any  bosineis  which  they  were  not  permitted  by  the  Company 
to  eng^e  in  ? — ^Thoae  gentlemen  fMU-ticipated  in  nothing  but 
what  they  were  legally  and  strictly  authorized  to  do.  When 
th^  were  no  longer  authorized  to  do  it,  they  roost  honourably 
ffne  it  up  to  me,  and  the  thing  was  done  quite  bonajide :  and 
the  reason  I  use  that  expression  is,  that  in  that  country  it  was 
by  some  supposed  to  be  otherwise ;  but  I  state  most  distinctly, 
that  the  opium  agency  profits  were  bondjide  given  up  to  me  on 
joining  the  house. 


MartiSj  9o  die  Martii  1830. 
Captain  CHARLES  HUTCHINSON  called  in,  and  examined, 
8657.  You  are  a  captain  in  the  navy  ? — A  commander  in  the   9  Mar.  I8S0L 


2ft56.  Since  the  peace  have  you  employed  yourself  in  the 
eoomand  of  any  ship  in  the  mercantile  service  ? — I  took  the 
command  of  a  ship  called  the  Bombay  Castle,  at  Liverpool,  in 
1819,  and  went  to  India,  where  I  remained  five  years. 

2659.  What  was  tlie  size  of  the  ship?— Nearly  600  tons. 

2660.  During  the  five  years  you  were  in  comnumd  of  this 
ihip  had  you  any  intercourse  with  Canton  ? — I  went  there  three 
times,  three  several  years,  from  Bombay,  with  cargoes  of  cotton 
and  various  other  things  that  are  sent  from  India. 

2661.  Wis  there  any  opium  on  board  the  ship  ? — Not  on 
board  the  ship ;  it  is  generally  sent  in  vessels  employed  for  that 
partkolar  true. 

2662.  To  what  ports  did  you  return  when  you  left  Canton  ?— 
Always  to  Bombay  firom  China. 
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cnteiprising  oooDUy  ? — Very  much  no ;  bejrondanyothenlbaTe   War.  1830. 


267S*  As  they  arediipoted  to  favour  trade,  and  to  be  tpecu* 
ktiveaod  entcrprisiogiD  it,  are  they  ditpo«ed  to  be  accoinino* 
datiqff,  and  to  afibtd  ftcilitiet  in  their  intercourse  ? — I  think  the 
peopfe  tbemaelTet  are,  in  every  poatible  way.  Tl^e  goTemment 
lake  evefyopportuDitjof  extorting  duties;  out  those  duties  are 
not  diaoged ;  and  so  long  as  jrou  carry  on  the  trade  in  the 
i^q^ular  way  appointed  by  them  there  is  no  sort  of  difficulty. 
Liverpool,  whicn  is  one  of  the  most  expeditious  ports  for  com* 
OMTce  in  EoffUuid,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  Canton  for  its 
fittility.  Inoalf  an  hour  you  may  conclude  a  sale  of  a  whole 
Gsigo  of  a  ship  and  the  purchase  of  another,  and  you  have  no 
hmer  trouble  with  it ;  with  the  Hong  merchants  particularly : 
the  DBore  creditable  ones  among  them  are  very  honest  in  their 
dealings. 

2674.  You  say  that  the  government  take  every  opportunity  of 
extcHtiog  duties :  had  you  ever  an  opportunity  of  observing 
Thetber  other  governments  are  slack  in  levying  dfuties  on  trade  r 
—Perhaps  I  was  a  little  incorrect  in  the  expression  I  used.  A^liile 
foa  adhere  to  the  r^ulations  they  have  made,  you  have  no  fear 
of  extortion  ;  but  ir  you  do  any  thing  at  all  ille^l  you  are 
nbfect  Co  Tenr  great  extortion,aiul  this  extortion  their  own  mer- 
cbnts  are  liable  to  if  they  commit  any  irregularity.  They  fre- 
^iKBtly  make  the  Hong  merchants  pay  fines  for  no  real  cause, 
hot  some  pretended  ones. 

2675.  Had  you  any  dealings  with  the  Hong  merchants? — 
Yes,  I  had,  but  not  to  any  great  extent. 

2676.  Are  there  other  merchants,  exclusive  of  the  Hong, 
with  whom  you  can  deal  extensively  ? — A  great  many,  and 
toow  have  very  extensive  dealings ;  indeed  many  of  them  much 
kager  than  many  of  the  Hong  merchants,  who  are  in  fact  nothing 
botaname* 

2677.  So  that  you  might  have  sold  or  bought  a  cargo  without 
having  recourse  to  the  Hong  merchants  beyond  what  was  neces- 
sary m  securing  the  ship  ? — Precisely  so ;  it  is  frequently  done. 

2678.  Were  there  many  Americaa  ships  at  Canton  at  any 
period  when  you  were  there  ? — Yes  ;  many  come  there  every  year. 

2679.  Had  you  any  intercourse  with  the  captains  or  the  super- 
cargoes  of  those  ships  ? — I  saw  them  frequently. 

2680.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  complaint  of  any  want  of 
finlity  in  canning  on  the  trade  in  China  ?— No,  I  never  heard 
any  one  complain  of  any  want  of  facility  in  carrying  on  the  trade, 
askmg  as  they  adhere  to  the  regulations  of  the  country. 

2881.  Had  you  any  opportuaity  of  observing  instances  in 
which  the  Americans  had  to  dispose  of  British  manufactured 
goods  in  China? — There  were  two  ships  arrived  one  season 
whea  I  was  dwre,  I  UMknCoodt  entirely  loaded  with  British 
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manufactures,  I  did  not  see  the  actual  disposal  of  them,  but  it 
was  well  known  that  they  did  dispose  of  them.  They  were,  I  be- 
Jieve,  not  of  a  very  good  deseriptLOD,  and  consequently  they  did  not 
sell  BO  advantageously  as  those  of  a  better  description  would  have 
done.  I  had  some  In  my  ship  at  the  same  time  which  sold  at  a 
good  profit ;  they  had  been  bought  iti  Ix^db  at  a  profit,  and  they 
were  sold  again  in  China  at  a  profit.  Those  were  Bnttsh  cotton 
manufactured  goods;  chietly  loog-cloths  and  cambrics,  1  have 
taken  woollen  goods  likewise. 

2682*  Did  you  ever  carry  any  cotton-twist  to  China  ? — I 
tlnnk  a  small  quantity,  but  that  trade  liad  not  then  acquired  any 
great  extent. 

2683.  At  what  period  were  you  last  in  Canton  ?— I  was  there 
Jast  in  1624. 

2684.  As  the  Americans  carry  on  a  considerable  trade  with 
t!»e  Chmese,  do  they  carry  it  on  through  the  same  system  of 
agency,  and  with  merchants  of  the  same  character  as  those 
who  deal  with  tlic  English  ? — Precisely  in  the  same  manner. 

2685.  And  they  meet  with  the  same  facility  ?  —  Precisely. 

2686.  From  your  observation  of  the  Chinese,  are  you  of  opi- 
nion that  if  this  trade  was  thrown  open  in  the  fame  manner  as 
every  other  trade  carried  on  from  this  country,  there  would  be 
a  great  increase  in  the  demand  for  British  manufactures  and 
British  produce  in  China  ?— I  think  there  would  uUimatelyi  but 
not  immediately.  There  would  be  some  increase  immediately  ; 
but  of  course  that,  like  all  other  trades,  must  increase  gradually* 

2687*  Have  they  any  dislike  to  British  manufactures?— Cer- 
tainly not. 

2688.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  induced  to  purchase  them 
by  the  same  considerations  which  prevail  in  every  other  part  of 
the  world,  namely,  their  cheapness  and  their  excellence  as 
compared  with  the  cheapness  and  the  excellence  of  light 
goods,  either  the  productions  of  their  own  country  or  of  other 
countries  with  which  they  trade?— Undoubtedly,  I  see  them 
regulated  by  the  same  considerations  as  other  people  now,  and 
I  conceive  they  would  be  when  the  trade  was  open ;  I  can  aec 
no  reason  why  it  should  change  their  natures. 

2BB9.  Should  you  say  it  is  a  just  distinction,  speaking  of  the 
Chinese  nation,  to  say  that  the  people  arc  speculative  and  much 
disposed  to  foreign  trade,  although  the  government  is  professedly 
adverse  to  communication  with  Ibreigners? — Yes,  certainly. 
The  government  may  be  said  to  be  so  far  adverse  to  trade>  tliat 
It  is  jealous  of  you^  knowing  what  you  have  done  in  India*  and 
it  is  apprehensive  of  your  intrusion  ;  but  so  long  as  they  may 
be  secure  that  nothing  else  would  be  attempted,  they  are  as  de- 
sirous of  carrying  on  the  trade  as  the  people  themselves. 

2HU0.  Although  the  govfrnniont  professes  jealousy  in  its  iu- 
tiicourt}e  Mith  tuitign  nattons,  do  not  the  servants  of  tbe  govern- 
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ment  aiibrd  halily  to  that  intercourse,  from  the  consideration  9  Mar.  mo. 

of  the  advantage  they  derire  from  it?— I  cannot  saj  that  the        

govemment  does  profess  any  such  feeling ;  it  it  helieved  to  be  so,    gJ^H!^ 
but  I  do  not  know  that  they  absolutely  profcu  iu  "^   *"**' 

2S91.  In  point  of  fiict,  are  any  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way 
of  oommeroe  by  the  servants  of  the  goremment  ? — Certainly 
not:  they  have  every  desire  for  it,  because  they  derive  all  thenr 
emoluments  from  it.  Almost  all  offices  in  China  are  bouffht. 
The  Hoppo  at  Canton  buys  his  office  at  a  large  price*  and  ifthe 
trade  wero  stopped  he  would  lose  his  erooluroents,  and  he  would 
bave  no  redress  from  the  government. 

2692.  Was  there  any  interruption  to  the  trade  when  you  were 
St  Canton,  in  consequence  of  anjr  irregularities  or  difficulties  ?~ 
There  was  an  interruption  occasioned  oy  the  tupercaigoes  of  the 
Company  themselves.  Some  men  haa  been  killed  by  the  To- 
psae  fi'^^Ue,  and  two  men  were  demanded  in  lieu  of  them.  For 
two  ^ears  they  were  told  that  the  British  Government  would  be 
apphed  to.  In  the  third  year  they  insisted  upon  a  decisive 
mswer  as  to  those  men;  Uiey  were  told  that, they  were  men 
under  the  King's  controul,  over  which  the  Company  had  no 
power,  and  therefore  they  could  give  them  no  answer  about 
Jt,  and  the  Company's  ships  were  not  permitted  to  go  to 
Whampoa,  lest  they  uiould  not  afterwards  be  permitted  by  the 
Cluneie  to  quit  the  country.  Tliis  interruption,  I  think,  conti- 
Rued  for  nearly  two  months ;  and  the  Chinese,  finding  that  the 
Factory  were  determined  not  to  give  up  the  point,  at  last 
yieldecC  And  tent  a  message  that  die  King  of  England  might 
punish  those  men.  The  trade  was  then  opened  again,  and  all 
vent  on  as  before. 

2693.  What  year  was  that  in  ?— I  think  it  was  in  1822. 

2694.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  interruption  arising  out  of 
tbe  difficulties  with  the  Chinese  authorities,  or  with  the  Chinese 
people  ? — Not  while  I  was  in  China. 

2695.  Do  you  know  of  any  interruptions  that  have  arisen  in 
the  American  trade  ? — Not  while  I  was  in  China ;  but  I  have 
heard  of  such  an  interruption,  on  the  occasion  of  an  Italian 
tailor,  who  vras  on  board  one  of  their  ships,  having  been  sup- 
posed to  have  killed  one  of  the  people. 

2696.  Are  you  aware  of  any  difficulty  or  interruption  that 
hss  occurred  in  the  country  trade  ?  --  None  but  where  the  ships 
have  committed  some  irregularity,  and  that  has  been  but  mo- 
nentary. 

2697.  In  that  case,  has  the  interruption  been  confined  to  the 
Aip  that  has  so  offended,  or  has  it  been  extended  to  the  trade 
generally? — It  has  been  confined  to  the  ship  that  has  so  of- 
fended; it  has  generally  arisen  fpom  some  of  the  Lascars 
atiemptif^  to  smuggle  opium. 

2096.  Has  the  interference  of  tlie  government  been  confined 
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to  the  sKip  that  had  been  guilty  af  tlie  ofl*eoce  ? — Certainly,  in 
cases  of  that  kind. 

2699.  And  the  others  have  received  no  rao testation  ?^>— None 
at  all 

*27QQ,  Have  the  Aroericans  any  public  officer  at  Canton  u» 
transact  their  business  with  the  government  ? — There  is  an  offi- 
cer there  who  is  culled  the  consul,  but  he  has  no  power  over  tliei 
ships  that  came  there.  There  are  many  nominal  consuU»  of 
diflTerent  nations,  in  Chinaj  but  they  have  no  power.  Many  ob* 
tain  these  appointments  as  an  excu!>e  to  reside,  the  Company^ 
having  the  power  to  send  away  ail  British  Mibjects* 

2701.  li  not  the  consumption  of  tea  quite  general  in  Chi 
among  the  native  population  ? — Quite  so,  so  far  as  I  have  teen  i 
but  having  l»ad  intercourse  only  with  a  particular  portion  of  ihm 
euipirei  it  is  difficult  to  pronounce  positively. 

2702.  Must   not    the  whole  quantity  exported  from  Chini 
bear  a  small  proportioo  to  the  quantity  timt  is  consumed  at 
home? — I   have   always  understood   so  from    the  Hong  mer- 
chants. 

2703.  Do  you  understand  that  if  there  was  any  increased  de« 
mand  for  tea  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  supplying  it  ?^» 
Certainly  not. 

2704-.  Supposing  any  interruption  to  occur  to  the  trade  witl|| 
Canton,  from  any  political  or  other  cause*  do  you  supjiose  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  Chinese  trading  with  Sincapore?-^ 
I  am  not  certain  whether  there  would  or  not.  If  t!ie  Chlneatt 
government  discovered  that  you  obtained  tea  by  that  mcans^  iS 
as  possible  that  they  might  prevent  such  vessels  going  as  would 
brmg  you  a  sufficient  quantity  ;  but  I  cannot  speak  with  any 
certainly,  not  knowing  what  their  regulations  are  with  r^ard  tB 
iheir  own  trade* 

2705*  Have  you  ever  been  at  Sincapore  ? — I  have  been  thera, 
three  times. 

2706.  Are  there  any  considerable  number  of  Chinese  junks 
resorting  to  that  settlement?-  I  have  not  seen  many  myselft 
but  1  have  always  understood  that  six  or  seven  go  there  in  a 
year,  and  sometimes  more. 

2707.  Supposing  the  Chinese  were  to  put  a  stop  to  the  export' 
of  teas  altogether,  are  you  of  opinion  that  the  prohibition  would 
be  effectuallv  enforced,  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  sent  to  Sinca- 
pore ?^ — I  tbmk  it  is  extremely  probable   tliat   they   would 
enabled  still  to  bring  it  to  Sincapore,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

2708.  What  do  you  apprehend  would  be  the  effect  in  China'' 
of  a  total  prohibition  of  the  export  of  tea?— It  would  be  difficult 
to  say.  The  Chinese  government  feel  themselves  to  be  a  very 
rotten  sort  of  government;  they  know  that  the  people  are  ready 
to  revolt  in  many  of  their  provinces,  and  they  would  therefone 
be  very  cautious  how  they  gave  iiny  cause  of  discontent  to  any 
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pftrt  of  their  empire;  but  whether  they  are  particularly  afraid   aliar.  18M. 
of  that  part  of  it  situated  near  Canton  I  cannot  tell.    There  are 
tome  of  the  provinces  where  thev  are  much  more  inclined  to 
rerolt  and  to  retbtance  than  in  that,  particularly  the  province 
ofChichoo. 

2700.  Yoo  are  aware  that  tea  can  be  exported  from  other 
ports  of  China  besides  Canton  in  Chinese  junks?— Yes,  because 
H  is  brought  to  Sincapore  from  other  parts. 

8710.  Is  it  brought  from  the  tea  provinces? — It  is  brought 
by  canab  to  the  coast,  and  then  put  on  board  the  junks,  who 
bring  it  to  Sincapore. 

271  i.  Are  the  junks  that  come  to  Sincapore  with  tea  loaded 
it  Canton,  or  at  porU  nearer  to  the  growth  of  the  tea  ?— At 
ports  nearer  to  the  growth  of  the  tea,  I  believe ;  I  know  they 
tre  not  loaded  at  Canton. 

2712.  Had  jou.  any  q>portunity  of  ascertaining  that  the  tea 
exported  to  Smcqiore  is  of  a  good  quality  ? — I  believe  not, 
because  a  good  quality  is  not  wanted.  It  is  for  die  use  of  the 
Chinese  there,  who  are  of  a  very  low  description,  and  who 
thfoeiare  require  only  very  cheap  tea. 

27  IS.  Do  you  think  the  Chinese  government  could  more 
dectually  prevent  the  exportation  of  tea  than  it  does  the  im- 
portatiaii  or  opium  ?«>Perhaps  it  might  more  effectually,  because 
tea  is  a  nM>re  bulky  article. 

2714.  From  all  its  poru  ? — From  all  its  ports,  in  the  same 
pwipiwtiou  as  to  the  two  articles,  of  course. 

2715.  Is  the  exportation  of  tea  by  the  Chinese  junks  to  Sin- 
cspore  an  illegal  trade  or  a  permitted  trade  ? — It  is  a  permitted 
trade,  I  believe. 

271d.  Do  you  know  whether  the  duty  paid  upon  the  exporta- 
tion of  tea  in  a  Chinese  vessel  is  lower  than  it  is  upon  the  like 
srtide  exported  in  a  foreign  vessel  ?^I  am  not  aware  whether 
it  is  or  not. 

2717.  Is  not  Sincqwre  too  new  a  settlement  for  you  to  be 
able  yet  to  form  an  opinion  of  what  effect  that  step  may  have 
upon  the  trade  of  China  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  it  may  be. 

2718.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  where  the  tea 
lent  to  Sincapore  is  shipped  iVom  in  China  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  I 
only  know  it  is  not  shipped  at  Canton. 

2719.  Is  it  not  shipped  from  porU  nearer  to  the  growth  of 
tbe  tea? — So  I  have  always  understood;  of  course  I  have  no 
poaitiye  knowledge. 

2720.  Can  you  sUte  what  the  relative  prices  of  tea,  of  the 
•ane  quality,  at  Sincapore  and  at  Canton  are  ? — No,  I  cannot, 
never  having  inquired. 

2721.  Have  you    heard   whether,    upon    the  whole,   it  is 
or  dMrar  at  Sincapore  ?— I  cannot  say.    It  would,  of 
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9  Mat.  ie30*  coiirse,  be  dearer  than  the  same  tea  bought  by  the  Chinese  at 
;         Canton  not  exported  and  paying  no  duty^ 

Mttiddmen.  2722.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment exact  the  same  measurement  duty  and  the  same'  dues 
from  their  own  junka  as  they  do  upon  foreign  shipping? — I  do 
not  know.  I  should  suppose  not,  from  their  desire  to  itnjx)se 
upon  foreigners  as  much  as  they  can. 

2723.  Then*  of  course;,  they  could  navigate  much  cheaper 
in  those  junks  tlian  the  foreign  ships  coutd  navigate? — I  should 
suppose  so. 

2724.  Is  it  not  the  case   that  those  ships  frequently  do  clear 
out  for  one  port  with  an  intention  to  go  to  another  if  the  market  . 
suita  them  ?—  I  conceive  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  going 
where  they  pleased*  the  Chinese  government  having  no  means 
of  knowing  where  they  went  to  after  quitting  the  country, 

2725.  What  do  thej'  take  back  from  Sincapore  to  China? — 
They  take  back  tin,  rattans,  and  betel-nut,  if  it  can  be  ob- 
tained« 

2726.  Any  British  manufactures  ? — I  dare  say  they  do. 

2727.  Have  you  a  personal  knowledge  of  this  trade  by 
junks? — Yes ;  I  have  seen  the  junks  at  Sincapore. 

2728.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  exportation  of  tea  in  native 
vessels  is  prohibited  by  an  edict  of  the  Emperor  of  China  ? — 
No ;  I  stated  that,  as  far  as  I  knew,  it  was  perfectly  legal.  I 
never  heard  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  laws. 

2729.  Is  not  tea  exported  from  China  to  every  part  of  the 
Eastern  Archipelago  in  considerable  quantities,  for  the  con- 
sumption of  those  countries  ?—  I  have  always  understood  so, 

2730.  If  the  trade  be  an  illegal  trade  from  China  to  Sinca* 
pore,  would  it  not  follow  that  it  must  be  witliout  any  export 
duties  ? — ^Of  course  there  would  be  no  charges  but  fees  to  the 
Mandarins,  who  will  always  allow  themselves  to  be  bribed. 

2731.  But,  to  the  best  of  your  belief,  it  is  a  legal  trade  ?  •-I 
believe  m, 

2732.  Can  other  parties  procure  teas  of  equal  quality  at  Can- 
ton with  the  teas  purchased  by  theEast-India  Company  ? — The 
tea  required  for  the  Indian  market  is  generally  of  a  superior 
description  to  that  brought  to  Engl  an  d>  and  is  obtained  very 
readily ;  hut,  of  course,  the  quantity  of  it  la  not  so  great.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  any  quantity  of  tea  of  any  quality  might  be 
obtained  by  making  engagements  for  it  the  year  previous. 

2733.  When  you  say  that  the  quantity  is  not  so  great,  is  the 
reason  of  the  quantity  being  so  small  that  the  demand  in  India 
ig  more  limited,  or  that  a  supply  in  China  could  not  be  obtained  ? 
—Entirely  because  the  demand  is  limited. 

2734.  Are  you  then  of  opinion »  that  the  India  Company*  if 
they  chose  to  contract  for  it  befbrehand»  and  to  stipulate  for  it. 
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xould  procure  «  belter  qimlity  of  tea  Ihsii  they  now  ImbituaUy 
inport  ? — I  httve  d  vsys  umtmiood  fo  from  tte  Hong  nerchsiiu 
and  the  CUiiese :  but  tboit  fiiMW  luoda  of  Im,  ciUmt  from  ihe 
taites  of  the  Engluh,  or  tomo  otbcr  csuwt  ire  not 
n  this  country. 

STSSw  Does  mny  quantity  of  that  very  fine  tea  oome  here  ?-» 
Yet ;  there  ia  tome  proportion  of  it  comes  here* 
ZiS6*  Are  yiMi  speaking  of  green  or  bliick  ten  ? — Hiack  Um. 
2737,  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  tea  tliat  comes  by  hmd 
Ruttia  ?— 1  know  tiothing  oC  it  but  (turn  rt'fmrt.     1  ha«i9 
I  understood  t)mt  it  la  of  a  very  aupcrior  fjuality  to  tliat 
'  in  thiii  country* 
S78S.  Are  the  teas  you  mentioned  as  being  carried  to  India 
rinown  by  any  particular  name   m  this  country? — Yes;  rufioc 
ar  Pekoe  i^  the  finest  of  their  teas  ;  and  Pouvhong  is  anotlkcr ; 
it  it  a  very  delicate  tea*  wrapt  up  in  papers. 

£739.  Have  you  evw  heard  at  Canton  that  the  Company  pro- 
I  mn  the  best  teas  for  the  English  consumption,  in  connequeoce 
(if  paying  a  lugber  price  than  the  private-traders?— They  bave 
■•^  rivaJs  in   the    English   market,    therefore,  of  courae^  ihey 

aio  what  teas  tliey  please. 

3^40.  Have  not  they  rivals  in  the  Americans  and  other  traders? 

but  the  Americans  cliicDy  take  the  green  tea.     I  think 

they  may  obtain  bitter  tea  than   the  Americans,  by 

J  cfifi^ements  for  the  tea  the  year  previous,  and  paying 

liaigvrpnoa. 

S741.  Do  you  think  the  Company  procure  their  teas  at  tJie 

St  price  at  which  that  quality  of  tea  could  be  procured  ?— 

I  ha^e  always  understood  that  they  pay  more  for  it  tlian  the 

KifoaUty  woidd  be  paid  for  by  I  he  private  merehanL     Soma* 

,  when  I  have  wished  to  purchase  tea  of  the  Hong  nRfcliants^ 

told  me  tliey  must  wait  till  their  tens  had  been  exatnified  by 

*  Compatiy,  and  chosen,  and   then   that  they  would  sell  me 

t  remained.     They  always  look  upon  their  trade  with  the 

ny  as  their  greatest  aavantage. 

2742.  Ia  not  the  largest  dealer  likely  to  be  the  best  supplied 
ritb  lea,  and  to  buy  it  at  the  cheapest  rate  ? — I  do  not  thmk  he 
I  at  Uie  cheapest  rate,  but  he  will  be  the  best  supplied. 

27W*  Having  the  greatest  command  of  the  market,  will  he 
;  be  able  to  deal  upon  better  terms? — He  coutd  if  he  tried, 
;  tbe  Company  docs  not  try, 

27M.  Why  do  not  ihey  try  ?*— I  do  not  know :  it  may  not  he 
^'interest. 

5-  With  respect  to  that  very  fine  tpiality  of  tea,  do  you 

'  wh&t  would  l>c  the  price  of  that  oii  compared  with  the  best 

:  of  black  tens  that  come  here? — It  is  oliiioat  al  imy  price; 

I  have  lieard  of  it  t>etng  as  much  ai  f«>ur  or  five  dollars  in  China. 

2  I' 
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S746.  Do  you  know  the  pricea  which  the  CompODy  pay  for 
their  teas? — 1  do  not  know  the  prices, 

2747.  How  do  you  know  that  they  pay  higher  prices  than 
individuals? — Because,  though  I  caonot  state  the  prices  now,  I 
lieard  them  at  the  time,  and  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  higher. 

2748.  Might  not  the  quality  compensate  for  the  price?— I  do 
not  think  it  did. 

274<£^.  Why  not  ? — Because  it  was  not  as  good. 
2760.  Did  you  examine  it  ? — Yes ;  I  have  seen  the  teas  mytelf- 
275  L  Was  the  tea  offered  to  you,  tea  that  had  been  rejected 
by  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

2752.  You  have  stated  that  the  consumption  of  India  is  the 
very  finest  quality  of  black  tea  ? — Not  the  very  finest,  but 
superior  to  that  generally  brought  to  England. 

2753.  Did  you  pay  a  higher  or  a  lower  price  than  the  Com- 
pany ?— I  suppose  that  I  paid  a  higher  price  than  the  Companyt 
because  the  tea  was  very  superior  to  that  generally  bought  by 
them. 

2754.  When  you  bought  tea  which  you  supposed  to  be  of 
equaJ  quality,  did  you  pay  a  higher  or  a  lower  price  than  the 
Company  ?— I  imagine  that  I  bought  it  upon  better  terms  than 
they  djd« 

2755.  W>iy  should  the  Company  pay  a  higher  price  than  ihe^ 
coutd  obtain  the  article  forP^I  can  hardly  say.  I  suppose  U 
must  be  from  want  of  sufficient  diligence  in  their  servants* 

2756.  Is  it  considered  to  be  a  very  profitable  thing  for  o«ie  of 
the  Hong  to  have  a  ihare  in  the  Company's  trade  P^They  look 
upon  it  as  one  of  their  chief  profits. 

2757.  Is  the  value  of  that  share  known  ? — The  precise  value 
IS  not  known,  but  it  is  always  considered  more  desirable  to  obtain 
than  that  of  any  other  deaJer, 

2758.  May  not  that  be  on  account  either  of  the  great  demand 
of  the  Company,  or  of  their  giving  a  better  price  ? — I  have  under- 
stood that  it  was  on  account  of  the  better  price  as  well  as  on 
account  of  the  greater  quantity, 

2759.  Are  you  speaking  of  black  or  green  tea?— Of  both; 
but  in  comparing  the  prices  given  by  the  Company  and  by  pri- 
vate merchants,  I  am  speaking  of  black  tea  chiefly. 

2760.  Is  not  the  consumption  of  tea  in  India  confined  to  green 
tea  ? — At  Calcutta  it  is,  but  at  Bombay  the  consumption  is  almost 
entirely  of  black • 

2761.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  value  of  a  share  in  the  sup- 
ply of  black  tea  to  the  India  Company  by  the  Hong  merchants 
was  considered  40,000  dollars  ? — I  never  understood  what  it 
precisely  was ;  I  alwa)  s  understood  it  was  considered  by  them 
as  a  bonus  beyond  what  they  could  get  from  any  private  trader. 

2762.  Supposing  that  an  edict  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  go- 
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I  oiMild  be  produced^  prohibiting  ibe  rxportaiion  of  tea    UM^r.  t&io. 


aU  psrti  et  mi  emotre  excepttog  Cantoo,  waM  pm  aol 
oonoder  Uist  at  a  ttroiig  drtnonstration  of  the  aiiti-conntmil 
■pint  of  the  Chinese  govi^rninent  ? — I  jttiould  ramtidrr  it  em  a 
mremtneut  not  hairing  very  enlightened  viewn  of  commcfce ; 
Mil  il  n^ht  be  to  guard  tbeixueives  against  xmuggling  from  a 
great  Dumber  of  porta. 

2763.  You  have  stated,  that  you,  as  an  indivtduali  could  pur- 
diate  tea  at  a  cheaper  rate  of  t}ie  »ame  quality  ai  the  Eiist- India 
Company,  do  you  attribute  that  to  your  ptying  money  instead 
of  fBjity  part  kk  goods»  or  to  any  other  cause  ? — I  can  hardly 
mf  10  #Rat  caiite  to  attribute  it ;  I  only  say  that  it  exi^u* 

S7&4.  Do  you  know  tlie  fact,  tlmt  an  indiviJozil  tmyi  in  dallarK, 
ndthac  the  Company  payi  partly  in  good«  ?— I  know  that  if 
pu  pay  in  dollars  you  can  buy  upon  far  better  wrmi. 

2765.  Do  not  the  Hong  merchants,  nlien  they  have  obtaioed 

[ihare  of  Companyt  trade,  pay  a  conAidernble  sum  to  the  Uoppo 

1  eoDiidermtion  or  that  share? — J  do  not  know. 

27M»  Do  you  know,  when  you  yourself  transacted  buiinetat 

any  thin^  was  paid  by  the  Hong  to  the  Hoppo  on  ac- 

of  that  buamess  ? — I  do  not  know. 

2767.  Art  there  any  goods  that  are  reckoned  prohibited  goods 
Cbioa  exported  by  the  country  ships?-* A  large  nuantity  in 

every  ship*     They  chicHy  consUt  af  cassia  anci  a  coanar 

I  of  ailk,  upon  which  the  duties  are  too  heavy  to  hi*  taken  in 

f  fcgolar  way  ;  they  are  therefore  borffaineJ  for  with  tlie  out- 

>Biierch:ints^  tolR*  smuggled  on  hoarcfthe  fthip,  and  it  is  done 

great  faciUty  ^  the  regular  trade,  tlie  Mandarins  being 

I  feed  and  pertnitung  tL 

2768.  Did  you  eter  know  any  interruption  to  this  irregular 
i  ? — None  whatever  ;  it  is  as  easily  carried  on  as  the  regular 

2769.  Did  you  ever  export  silver  from  China  ? — I  have  taken  it, 
[  that  has  been  regularly  shipped ;  that  [s»  I  had  a  chop  for  it. 

^2770.  Is  a  large  portion  of  the  asisoriL'd  caiwoett  exported  from 
'  '   \  imbibited  or  subject  Ui  i»uch  mittei  that  tJiey  are 
I?— Yet. 


2771.  And  that  with  the  knowledge  and  conniiancc  of  the 
-ins? — Certainly.     Tliere   Ib  an   island   near  Whampoa 
French  Island,  where  those  imugglers  live.     Goodn  in- 
to be  smuggled  are  sent  to   French   fjilond,  and  you 
re  notice  the  night  before  at  what  hour  the  cargo  will  be 
\t*     The  Mandarin!  then  surround  the  shrp^  and  wait  for 
arouggltng  boat :  when  it  comes  alongside  they  send  a  man 
moe  la  cxnmt  the  packages,  that  no  more  may  he  h  rough  l 
» Am  iUp  tlHui  they  hwte  reeei^ed  thatr  fee  for.    \n  face,  their 
>  gofernroent  is  one  system  of  corruption  from  top  to  bottom* 
fT72L  Do  not  you  think  that  the  facilities  they  aUbrd  to 


Fmuggling  arise  from  an  anxious  desire  to  extend  their  foreign 
cjniinerce? — ^Certainly,  in  the  people;  not  in  the  goverameDt, 
of  course- 

2773.  In  the  officers  of  the  government,  do  yoii  attribute  it 
to  a  desire  to  obtain  a  suitable  remuneration  in  return  for  the 
sum  of  money  they  have  given  for  their  offices  ? — Certainly. 

2774-.  It  being  notorious  that  all  those  offices  are  paid  for? — 
So  I  have  always  been  told. 

2775.  Do  you  happen  to  know  what  is  the  freight  paid  at 
Canton  lor  the  tonnage  allowed  to  the  officers  in  tlie  Company  s 
regular  Bervice? — It  has  throughout  the  different  years  I  have 
known  it  varied  from  £43  to  £60  per  ton  in  the  regular  Indiaraen* 

2776.  Is  that  the  price  at  which  they  can  let  out  a  ton  of  their 
privilege  from  Canton  to  England?— Certainly.  I  know  it, 
liecause  when  I  was  meditating  my  return  to  Europe,  I  was 
desirous  of  sending  things  by  means  of  the  Indianien,  and  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  do  it  on  account  of  the  tonnage  being  so 
high.  The  captains  of  the  ships  generally  purchased  this  ton- 
nagei  and  sometimes  private  merchants  at  Canton,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  remittance  to  England, 

2777.  Did  you  ever  know  any  difficulty  in  procuring  silk,  or 
any  other  article  of  China  produce,  to  any  extent  that  was 
requisite  for  the  demand  of  the  foreign  market? — I  believe 
sometimes  there  may  have  been  a  scarcity  of  silk,  but  never  to 
any  great  extent.  With  previous  notice  there  certainly  would 
be  none,  from  what  I  have  always  understood* 

2778.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  a  year's  previous  notice 
of  any  increase  of  demarid  for  tea,  say  one-third  more  than  is 
now  required*  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  it? — I 
should  imagine  not,  from  what  I  have  always  understood  from 
tlie  Hong  merchants  themselves. 

2779.  When  the  freight  from  Canton  to  England  was  from 
£45  to  £60  per  ton,  what  was  the  freight  from  Canton  to  Bom- 
bay ?— The  trade  is  generally  regulated  not  by  the  ton  but  by 
packages  in  the  country  ships ;  therefore  I  am  not  prepared 
precisely  to  say  what  it  naight  have  amounted  to  per  ton,  but  I 
should  imagine  from  £10  to  £12  at  the  very  least, 

27S0.  Would  that  be  a  profitable  freight?— Certainly. 

2781.  Do  you  know  what  the  freight  was  on  board  the 
American  ships  from  Canton  to  Boston? — I  do  not. 

2782.  Does  it  consist  with  your  knowledge  that  there  have 
been  any  teas  exported  from  Sincapore  to  other  part^  of  the 
world  ? — I  do  not  know. 

2783.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  known  of  British  ships 
manned  with  British  seamen  having  made  a  voyage  to  Canton 
from  India ;  can  you  state  their  names  and  the  names  of  the 
captains?— I  know  oi*  two,  certainly;  and  1  thiJik  there  was  a 
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third.  One  of  ihetu  waa  the  Partrid^,  find  the  other  was  the 
Huinah.  The  captain  of  the  Partridge  1  do  not  recollect ;  the 
nptjun  of  the  Hannah  irat  oanied  Haythorn.  They  were 
between  400  and  500  tons. 

27S4.  Do  jou  know  whether  the  trade  of  other  nations  wttJi 
China  derives  any  assbtance  from  Uie  Company's  Factory  there  ? 
-Not  in  the  least,  I  should  suppose. 

2785.  They  do  not  interfere  either  to  protect  or  impede 
ihem  ?  —  Not  in  the  least. 

2786.  Therefore  whatever  h  the  state  of  the  foreign  trade 
vith  Cliina,  it  grows  out  of  their  own  arrangements,  or  the 
fdctlities  afforded  by  the  Chinese  government? — Entirely. 

2787.  Did  you  ever  have  any  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
Factory  youriMrlf  for  any  assistance  or  fucilities  ? — i  never  had. 
I  have  known  tliat  otlier  people  would  have  l>een  desirous  of 
olHmiDttig  their  assistance^  but  did  not  apply,  knowing  thut  the 
Coiiipftny*s  agents  would  not  mix  tliemselves  up  witti  any  other 
buatness  than  their  own.  There  have  been  several  instances 
where  Hong  merchants  have  failed,  and  the  persons  to  whom 
they  owed  money  not  being  paid  their  dividends  at  the  timet 
appoiaiedf  have  made  application  themselves  to  the  Hoptto  at 
Cantofu  They  collected  a  numt>er  of  their  fHcnds,  antj  att 
ibeniaelvei  down  at  the  city  gates  for  two  or  three  days  together» 
tin  they  obtained  an  answer* 

2788w  Notwithstanding  those  occasional  difficulties,  you  have 
stated  that  the  trade  with  China  is  carried  on  with  nmre  facility 
than  any  other  country  witli  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — 1 
think  f  o. 

2769*  What  is  the  freight  at  present  from  Bengal  or  Bombay 
to  Eoglaod  ? — I  had  a  letter  lately  from  a  gentleman  ut  Bom- 
hay,  who  stated  that  it  was  £2  a  ton,  and  not  obtainable  at  that. 
2790.  Supposing  the  freight  from  Canton  to  Bombay  to  be  £10 
and  from  Bombay  to  Enghmd  £2^  the  same  goods  that  are  now 
_ed  at  £45  to  £60  might  arrive  by  this  circuitouB  trade  at  the 
"of  £12? — No  doubt;  but  I  imagine  that  the  freight  of  the 
r  ahips  themselves  is  now  very  much  reduced  ;  because  by 
letter  of  information  betore  alluded  to^  I  undcrstixHl 
tKe  country  ships  were  going  on  In  a  much  less  prosperous 
than  wlien  I  was  there. 
2701*  When  vou  were  in  the  command  of  a  ship^  liad  you  a 

^0,  or  cfid  you  manage  the  transactions  of  trade  your- 

r  at  Canton  ? — There  was  a  supercargo  at  Canton  correa- 
ndiJig  with  the  owners  at  Bombay,  sometimes  he  went  in  the 

2792«  Do  you  know  what  commission  he  received  for  the 
on  of  the  business?—!  do  not  exactly  know ;  he  was  a 
ve   merchant,    and    their  commission  is  much    less   than 
td' Europeans. 
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2793.  Was  he  Chinese  P—No  he  was  a  Parsee,  a  native  af 
Bombay^ 

2794.  You  have  stated,  that  you  believe  the  country  trade 

to  be  in  not  so  prosperous  state  as  it  was ;  can  you  assign  any 
reasons  for  that  diminution  of  prosperity  ?^l  cannot  assign  any 
reason  but  one,  that  the  chief  artick  of  export  from  India  is  cot- 
ton, and  the  Chinese  now  grow  a  greater  quantity  of  cotton 
than  they  did  formerly,  and  consequently  their  demand  for  Uiat 
is  not  so  great :  a  less  price  is  also  obtained  for  it* 

2795.  Vou  have  stated  your  anticipation  of  an  increase  of 
demand  for  English  manufactures  in  the  event  of  the  trade  being 
thrown  open,  should  you  continue  of  that  opinion  if  you  were 
informed  that  the  Company  already  exerts  itself  widiout  much 
success  to  stimulate  the  consumption  of  British  manufactures  ? 
— I  should  continue  of  the  same  opinion,  because  I  tliink  private 
merchants  would  carry  on  their  trade  in  a  more  economical  way 
than  the  Company  do,  and  therefore  they  would  carry  their 
goods  there  cheaper, 

2796.  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  your  observation,  that  the 
Company  do  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  tlieir  power  ? — 
I  take  it  for  granted,  from  hearing  it  now  asserted,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  if  so. 

2797.  You  stated  that  you  conceive  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  additional  quantities  of  tea,  do  you  mean 
black  tea  or  green  tea,  or  both  ?^  Both;  but  the  black  more 
easily  than  the  green,  because  the  use  of  green  is  entirely  con- 
fined to  Europeans  and  Americans ;  consequently  it  would  take 
some  time  to  extend  the  plantations  from  which  it  is  brought* 
Black  tea  is  used  throughout  tlie  Chinese  empire,  and  what  we 
consume  of  it  is  so  small  a  proportion  that  I  have  no  doubt  a 
much  larger  supply  of  it  might  be  obtained  immediately, 

2798.  Do  you  think  that  an  increase  of  quantity  might  be  ob- 
tained without  any  increase  of  price? — I  think  it  probable  that  at 
km  the  Chinese  would  demand  a  greater  price  for  tea,  hut  that 
would  soon  find  its  level,  as  a  larger  price  could  not  be  given 
with  advantage,  and  of  course,  like  all  other  things,  tea  would 
become  reasonable  again. 

2799.  Do  you  think  the  quality  of  the  tea  would  be  affected 
by  the  larger  demand  ?^I  suppose  it  might  be,  but  the  same 
proportion  of  good  and  bad  tea  would  come,  I  dare  say. 

2800.  Do  you  think  as  great  a  quantity  of  good  tea  would 
be  procured  ?— I  should  thiiik  it  could* 

2801.  You  stated  that  you  thought  if  twelve  months'  notice 
were  given  any  quantity  of  tea  might  be  obtained ;  are  you 
aware  how  long  it  is  necessary  that  the  tea-plant  should  be 
planted  before  it  produces  the  leaf?— No.  But  ray  reason  for 
supposing  that  you  could  obtain  any  additional  quantity  is,  that 
our  consumption  compared  with  that  of  the  whole  empire  of 
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I  is  to  mall,  lliat  I  have  do  doubt  there  ii  sufficient  tea  9 
without  planting  any  more. 
29U.  Do  you  know  tliat  as  a  fact  ? — No^  I  have  heard  it  fVom 
I  Hong  mercbanri* 

Have  you  ever  heard   any  esrimate  of  the  proportion 
^  l|ttantity  of  tea  exported  bore  to  the  ouantity  con- 
I  atlMMiieP—The  Chinese  are  so  ignorant  of  the  itate  of 
'  own  country,  tJmt  they  would  have  no  means  of  making 
an  esuiBation,  and  no  European  could  of  courw. 
SHM,  Ii  not  it  true  that  tea  h  the  geneml  beverage  of  ail  tfao 
don  of  China  ? — Certainly* 

Did  you  happen  to  hear  whether  the  British  manufac- 

ifiNmd  tiieif  way  into  the  tnteriur  of  China,  or  whether  they 

rcDttfined  to  the  districts  adjacent  to  Canton  ? — They  6nd 

ay    into  the  interior,  so  far  as  the  carriage   of  them 

rithout  rendering  them  too  di'ar.     Ttiey  are  very  de* 

of  obtaining  them,  I  underptantl,  in  ell  parts  of  China, 

t\f  in  many  northern  districta,  where  they  reijuire  the 

^  for  warm  clothing. 

9B0S.  When  the  imDortatton  of  British  soodi  hia  boeii  finidl 

i,  has  there  oeen  any  dilficulty  In  dl^poaim|  of  fhoae 

I  ? — I  have  not  been  at  Canton  when  such  n  dimculty  has 
] ;  but  no  doubt  it  would  occur,  if  there  wiu  a  great  iuHux 
I  b^ond  what  was  required. 
fi807.  Tou  sav  that  tea  rejected  by  the  Company  haa  been 
to  you ;  have  you  ever  purchased  any  of  ilieir  rejected 
i?^^Yea«  I  think  I  have.  It  has  been  so  far  rejected  by  them, 
ic  Ihm  been  offered  to  tliem»  but  perhaps  not  examined,  not 
[fe^utred* 

99*  Was  the  pnce  asked  of  you  the  tame  that  had  been 

of  the   EastJndia  Company  ? — I  understood  that  I  was 

leia.     I  always  understood  from  the  Hong  merchanu 

tfiej  expect  to  get  a  better  price  for  their  tea  of  the 

^imlity  &om  the   Company  than  from  any  private  mer- 

*  You  stated  that  a  private  merdiant  couTd  buy  tea 
r  and  better  than  the  Company's  servants  buy  it ;  what 
do  you  assign  for  that?-- It  would  be  difficult  to 
any  reason ;  I  can  only  state  the  fact  as  1  have  under* 
ill. 

tSlO*  Are  yoo  aware  that  a  proportion  of  tlte  price  of  the  tea 
111  paid  by  tlie  Company  in  articles  of  Brittih  manufacture,  and 


ia3i. 


traders  pay  ready  money  for  it  ? — No  ;   other  roer- 
sometimes  exchange   articles  of  merchandiiee  for  their 
I  well  as  the  Company, 
m  I.  Does  not  the  diference  in  price  depend,   in  some  mea- 
sure^ upon  t}ie  thing  given  in  exchange  ?  ^It  depends  so  Ikr  as 
thisp  that  if  you  pay  entirely  for  it  in  money,  you  will  get  il 
<fegapar  and  better* 


I 
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EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS  : 

2BI2.  You  stateil  that  you  had  seen  numbers  of  junks  arrive 
at  Smcapore,  bringing  tt;a  and  other  goods  from  China;  do 
you  consider  those  junks  to  be  Beaworthy  ? — Perfectly  so. 

2813,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  great  losses  among  those 
fillips? — They  are  sometimes  lost  in  the  typhones  in  the 
Chinese  seas,  in  wliich  any  ship  may  be  lost.  I  should  tliink 
them  more  liable  to  be  lost  ihan  an  European-built  ship :  they 
are  of  very  rude  and  primitive  construction, 

281 4i  Do  you  consider  them  equatly  safe  and  commodious  fbr 
carrying  tea  as  other  ships  ? — Taking  the  seasons  as  they  do,  and 
sailing  only  in  the  proper  monsoons,  I  see  no  danger  in  their 
vessels ;  but,  as  general  sea-boatSi  they  are  not  to  be  compared 
to  European  ships* 

2815.  Y^ou  stated,  that  if  you  had  dollars  you  could  make  a 
better  bargain  for  the  teas,  than  if  you  had  goods ;  from  that, 
it  is  presomedr  there  is  not  a  very  ready  sale  tor  goods  ? — I  never 
found  any  difficulty  in  disposing  of  goods,  but  at  the  game  time 
I  found  much  greater  advantage  in  having  dollars.  I  think  that 
would  be  found  in  any  other  country.  The  merchant  can  do 
as  he  pleases  with  the  moneys  but  he  can  only  do  one  thing 
with  the  article  of  commerce. 

2816.  If  the  goods  are  desirable  in  the  market,  must  they  not 
be  as  valuable  as  money  ? — I  cannot  decide  the  point.  I  can 
only  say,  that  it  appears  not  to  be  the  case  with  the  Chinese. 
If  he  have  the  money  be  can  buy  goods  or  not,  as  he  pleases, 
but  if  he  have  the  goods  be  can  only  do  one  thing  with  them. 

2817.  You  say  that  you  have  sold  in  China  British  cotton 
manuiactures  which  you  have  bought  in  India,  is  that  trade  car- 
ried on  to  any  great  extent? — ^No;  it  would  sometimes  be  a 
losing  trade^  It  has  been  done  when  cotton  goods  were  selling 
at  no  great  profit  in  India. 

2818.  Have  you  knoAvn  it  frequently  doneP-^No;  because 
generally  goods  in  India  sell  to  great  advantage.  They  could 
not  generally  be  carried  to  China  unless  tbey  went  there 
direct. 

2819.  Do  you  think  that  if  there  were  an  open  trade  the 
Chinese  woidd  consume  British  cotton  manufactures  to  any  great 
extent? — ^The  Chinese  admitiing  them  only  at  one  port,  of 
courtie  the  consumption  could  not  be  extended  so  far  as  if  they 
were  admitted  to  other  ports*  but  as  far  as  they  could  be  car- 
ried with  advantage,  the  Chinese  would  be  glad  to  buy  them 
and  use  tliem. 

2820.  Could  not  cotton  goods  be  smuggled  with  advantage 
to  other  ports  ? — There  was  a  difficulty  in  smuggling  at  other 
ports  when  I  was  in  China,  but  some  ships  with  opium  suc- 
ceeded to  a  certain  extent*  Since  I  lefl  that  country*  I  under- 
stand that  they  have  smuggled  to  a  larger  amount,  and  I  su|> 
pose  other  goods  as  well  as  opiunu 

2821.  Do  you  ihtjik  that  the  smuggling  could  be  carried  oo 
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I^witli  the  mam  ease  at  those  other  ports  ti  at  Canton  ? — 1  should 
b»k  moU  Iwcamc  at  C  jinton  it  is  systematixed. 

2822.  Did  you  carry  a  cargo  of  glass  bottles  to  Dombay  ? — I 
I  did. 

2623.  Was  it  a  new  object  of  commerce  upon  tlmt  occasion  ? 
,  — Xot  entirely  new;  but  tt  was  »o  inr  iiewi  thut  it  was  witii 
Ifreat  difficulty  I  persuaded  tlie  agent  at  Calcutta  to  put  them 
I  into  the  ship. 

2824.  \\luu  was  the  result  of  it? — It  was  very  profitable. 

2825.  Dkl  you  find  any  difficulty  in  selling  them?<— No;  I 
[  frtmie  to  the  merchants  at  Bombay*  ami  they  had  sold  tliem 
Iwfbrc  I  atTiTed* 

2826.  Wliat  induced  you  to  try  the  experiment?— Because 
had  jjiforumuon  from  Bombay  that  liottle^i  were  very  scarce 

nd  they  were  extremely  cheap  at  Calcutta. 

S8fi7.  Do  you  ooocelve  that  other  articles  of  British  produce 

in  the  same  way»  be  exported  bencJicialty  U)  the  China 

keif  by  watching  the  wanu  of  tJie  Chinese  and  the  pricea  ? 

E-^If  a  free  intercourse  was  allowed   with   China  direct  fVom 

nd,  I  suppose  there  would  be  always  a  sufficient  supply  of 

in  the  former  countir  not  to  require  any  from  tndia,  and 

l^lberefore  the  advantage  which  has  existed  heretofore  of  taking 

[goods    to  China   from    Indiit,  when  tbey  were  cheaper  iJiere, 

iwocdd  cease. 

Vou  stated  that  at  the  time  of  the  men  being  killed  by 

'  Topaaee  frigate  the  Company*!}  trade  was  slopped  for  a  cer* 

and  you  also  stated  that,  in  the  event  of  such  an 

happening  with  a  country  sliip,  the   trade  wouM 

aly  be  ttopped  so  far  as  that  ship  was  concerned  ? — Unless  a 

i  waa  kdied,  then  I  think  the  whole  trade  would  be  stop|)ed* 

2829L  Do  the  vessels  wbidi  take  out  cotton  and  other  arti* 

I  linoni  India  to  China  return  with  full  cargoes  from  China  to 

"  i  ? — Always,  I  believe.     Tlicre  may  liap[H'n  insLances  when 

do  not,  but  I  have  always  known   them  to  go  full :  and  no 

:  a  great  trade  tntght  be  carried  on  by  Briti?»h  ships  \n  the 

ay  ;  they  would  do  it  much  more  economically  than  the 

■kipi- 

28S0.  When  you  made  a  voyage  from  India  to  Canton,  did 

I  the  license  which  you  obtained  give  yoo  the  jwwer  of  touching 

>  at  any  porta  which  are  not  intermediate  between  the  port  in 

^  ladia  and  Canton  ? — I  suppose  so. 

2831.  Should  you  have  considered  yourself  as  emixiwered  by 
the  license  you  obtained  in  India  to  bring  tea  from  Canton  m 
the  country  trade,  and  to  have  carried  that  tea  to  a  pnrt  which 
«is  not  intermediate  between  the  two  places,  such  ii»  Mauri- 
tittSv  for  example? — If  it  was  out  of  the  direct  course  I  should 

i        not  Have  gone  there. 

I  2q 


9  Mm.  taaa. 


Cafitain 
,Hutdftinson* 
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9  Mar.  1830,  2832.  In  case  of  the  interruption  of  the  trade,  woultl  h  re- 
quire a  very  large  number  of  junks  to  bring  tea  enough  to  Sin- 
capore  for  the  supply  of  Europe  ?^A  much  larger  number 
than  now  come,  and  it  could  not  be  immediately  done.  The 
junks  are  large  vessels,  but  as  it  now  takes  twenty  to  twenty- 
three  Indiamenj  of  1200  to  1300  tons  each,  to  bring  us  tea 
every  year,  and  as  only  six  or  seven  junks  visit  Sincapore  yearly, 
their  number  must  be  much  increased  before  tbey  could  bring 
sufficient  tea  in  case  the  trade  with  China  was  interrupted.  I 
do  not,  however,  mysell"  think  any  such  interruption  is  to  be 
apprehended,  as  I  have  always  understood  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment is  as  anxious  to  obtain  the  duties  levied  upon  the  tea 
there  as  olu*s  is  to  obtain  the  duty  upon  it  here. 

2833»  \Vliat  number  of  junks  have  you  ever  seen  at  one  lime 
in  the  Canton  river  ? — 1  think  I  have  never  seen  more  tlian  two 
of  the  large  size,  but  the  smaller  ones  are  innumerable. 

2834.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  number  of  junks  that  are 
constantly  in  the  Canton  river  at  all  periods  of  the  year  would 
afford  tonnage  sufficient  to  supply  Cireat  Britain  with  tea  for 
one  whole  season,  at  any  time  ?— I  have  no  doubt,  if  they  were 
permitted  to  go,  but  I  have  some  doubt  whether  they  tcould  be 
permitted  to  go  with  tea ;  their  object  would  be  suspected. 

Mr.  CHARLES  EVERETT  called  in,  and  examined* 

2835.  You  are  a  commission  merchant  ? — I  am  an  American 

commission  merchant. 

2836.  You  have  been  engaged  for  eleven  years,  since  the 
year  1818,  in  purchasing  goods  for  the  China  market,  on  ac- 
count of  American  merchants  ? — I  have. 

2837.  How  have  those   goods   been   principally  shipped  to 

Canton? — They  have  been  principally  shipped  by   American 
vessels  direct  to  China- 

2838.  Direct  from  London,  or  to  the  United  States,  and 
there  re-shipped?— Principally  direct.  Some  few  have  been 
sent  to  the  United  States* 

2839*  Have  you  not  had  in  your  hands  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  American  trade  in  woollens  to  China  from  this 
country? — I  have. 

2840.  Were  you  one  of  the  first  agents  employed  in  England 
in  this  business  ?-»I  was. 

2841.  In  what  manner  had  the  Americans  formerly  made 
their  remittances  to  China  ?^^ — Principally  in  specie  and  opium^ 
from  the  United  States  and  elsewhere. 

284'2.  Have  you  with  you  a  statement  of  your  annnal  pur- 
chases of  woollen    and  cotton  goods? — I   have   an  abstract. 
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Bilked  (A)»  of  an  the  shipments  I  have  made  from  the  year    9  Msr.  1830. 
1818  to  Januarjr  1829,  and  a  table  marked  (B).  ^  rT     ^ 


[7«e 


ddaend  in  ike lame,  which  are  a$  /bB«n$:2 


(A.) 
ABSTRACT  of  SHIPMENTS,  from  1818  to  18W. 


July  1818  ^. 


sspciaia 

ABgmla: 
July  1819... 


Dm:  1819 


Edwvdi 
1828... 


HqrlSdO 


July  1820.. 


68 

1 
75 
33 


8 

264 

10 


286 

50 

Ul 

158 

2 


100 

205 

6 

9 

80 


180 
84 
54 

117 
20 


£.      «.     A 


58 


29clodw  , 


GilirilttfaiCBntoa: 

1^41ioiBUMtti    3»663    8  6 

20  cuDkte. 144    8  0 

1,500  long  dlt...  4,607  14  0 

200clothi   1,718    5  0 


80  cniklB..^..     585    3    9 

l,824«lolhi  ^....15,170    4    8 

200  long  tUs  ...     561     0    0 


CntoDt 

2;867  CMDlMt......20^71    0  ft 

1,000  booUMtti    l»fi41  15  8 

2,820  iDOffUi  ...  7,865    8  8 

786ckitiH  6,518  19  7 

lOOeoCtou 191    5  2 


Oibffidfif8iCMifoti: 

1,000  cunlcti. 7,042  8    8 

4,100  booUMtti    9,139  6    6 

24  dotlM  .•^..     208  15  10 

ISOlDOfcHs  ...      505  6  10 

l,388cBltoiit. 2,492  5    8 


GuitOD: 
3,600  bomlMMCts    8,333    2    8 

839  cunlcti. 5,486  14  10 

1,080  kmgdls  ...  3,074  18    2 

702cloUit   5,330  18    4 

2,000  eoctou 1,378  13    9 


£.       A  iC 

1,136    8  11 

672  18    3 


18^132    6    6 


16,316    8    5 


36,788    9    0 


19,388    2  10 


A      *   A 


/M  ..=:  •!  >titj 


83^604    7    9  I 


(tHiirtiiO 
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Augiula: 

P>Ck«f«. 

PiMi.      Guton:        £.      «. 

£         «.    «. 

£.         #. 

Mof.1820  ... 

20 

670oottoiit 1,766    6 

5S4 

4,540  anDkti.....30,277    9 

130 

2,700  bombtMCts    5,927  10 

330 

1,982  clochi   17,169  13 

74 

1,480  long  elli  ...  4,159  17 

20 

fundriet   ...     557    7 

5 

59,858    4    9 

GBOton: 

139,639    4 

ConldiA: 

Jan. 1821 

305 

7,235  GOttODi 8,156    7 

8 

23 

238camleti. 868    7 

5 

9,024  15     1 

Nautiliii: 

CantOD: 

April  lft21  ... 

U3 

1,125  (wnleti. 7,817  12 

2 

130 

2,600  bombtMCts    7,084  17 

1 

177 

3,540  loDgelli  ...  9,394  17 

6 

552 

3,570  dotfat  .33,927  16 

4 

227 

6,800  oottom 7,967    2 

1 

32 

loiidriet    ...  1,741     6 

2 

6,793  11    4 

OplMliat 

Canton: 

Aug.  1821  ... 

169 

5,836  ooctooi 8,836  19 

7 

20 

400  bombasetts     1,090  18 

5 

5 

100  long  tlla  ...     321  14 

2 

150 

1,500  camlets 9,959  17 

6 

50 

sundries    ...  3,023    0 

0 

23,232    9    8 

190,190  16 

CbriM: 

BateTiA: 

Bfwdi  1822... 

172 

8,590  cottons 8,154  17 

1 

26 

240  cloths   1,770    9 

6 

20 

400  long  ells  ...     957     1 

6 

32 

sundries    ...  2,469    9 

4 

13,351  17    5 

CuHooFbdLet: 

Canton: 

Sept.  1822  ... 

230 

2,300  camlets    

15,116    5    0 

... 

28,468    2 

Lefut: 

VmA  1823... 

50 

500  camlets 2,972  12 

8 

240 

4,800  long  ells  ...  8,209    3 

3 

48 

2,730  cottons 5,705    3 

0 

76 

586  cloths   5,459    6 

10 

40 

sundries    ...  2,089  19 

2 ; 

—    24,436    4  11 

Augntta: 

Canton: 

Maj  1823  ... 

291 

6,820  long  ells  ...12,413    7 

0 

207 

1,770  cloths   9,352  12 

6 

89 

5,284  cottons 7,485  16 

100  tons  iron  ...  1,181  14 

8 

4 

138 

sundries   ...  5,637  15 

2 

36,071     5    8  . 

(Cbn^miK^] 
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LoodoaFKkct 

Jdjl823   .. 

FkL'ttrpool .. 

Doxlxirj: 
Feb.  1824    .. 

Hmqna: 
Aog.  1824  .. 


NautfliB : 
Dec  1824 


LoDdooFKkfiCi 
Feb.  1825    .. 

Faa  Liverpool : 
April  182S  .. 

OcMO: 
Hay  1825    .. 

HooquB: 
Feb.  1826   .. 


Nndlus: 
M»cfal826.. 


50 
10 
28 
40 


25 


392 
186 

40 
391 

41 


150 
404 
110 
559 
177 


10 


81 


25 


379 

20 

5 

5 

8 

17 


206 

363 

448 

90 

75 


23»250  ooctom 21,499  13  0 

3,660  long  elb  ...  7,440  9  0 

400cttiilcti 2,430  11  8 

2,640  cloche  20,521  0  II 

taodrici   ...  1,212  10  6 


1,500  amileca. 8,726    3  0 

2,840  dotht  .23,149    2  1 

2,200  iDOf  tile  ...  4,224    4  4 

28,662  cottone 28,085  18  8 

•nodrice   ...  7,061  12  9 


1,000  long  elle  ...  2,244     9    5  j 

lOOcunhCe 561  II    4  j 

M12  4  10  I 
2,122  5  2  ; 
'   6,540  10    9 


A      A 


1,148  cunlcte    ,    1,329  17  10  i 


C7,il8    1    4 


I 


900 
6,583 
500  kmg  tile . 


Mftoilla: 

28,087  ooCtooe 22,525  19  2 

220  cloche    2,059  17  2 

100  long  die  ...     206    0  0 

50  camltCe......     350    0  0 

50boiDbeMttB        145    9  2 

1,826  17  10 


eondnte 


Centoii: 

2,060  camltCe. 13,105  17 

2,208  cloche  29,020    2 

20,890  coctooe 23,192     1 

1,800  bombutCte    5,120    6 
eundrite   ...  6,927    4 


53,104    5    1 


71,247    0  10 


443  0  0 
5,918  2  2 
1,047  11    0 


27,114    3    4 


177,366  11    6L 


Iti^Ml    3    t 


7«M8U    S 


BitrdH 

BtTdHl 


MliMMMmt 


C  V^^^M^^^^H^ 
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MUo: 
July  1826   ... 

483 

100 

40 

558 
20 

289 
25 

204 
50 
84 
13 

399 
70 
16 

7 

140 

120 

24 

150 
196 

45 
100 
142 

92 

piMM.     Cantons      £,       «.    d. 

3,020  cloths  20,699    2    2 

2,000  long  ells...  3,941  10    6 
4,000  cottons 1,290    4    9 

£.          9.     4. 

25,930  17    5 
37,835    0  10 

Dniube: 
Aug.  1826 ... 

Canton: 

3,588  cloths   23,881     8    6 

200  camlets 1,200    0    0 

12,528  cottons 9,543  18    1 

sundries    ...  3,209  14    3 

Canton: 

11,258  cottons 11,990    8    1 

500  camlets 4,333  12    2 

508  cloths   3,219  16  11 

sundries    ...  1,441  18    4 

168,345  13 

MUo: 
Aug.  1827  ... 

20,985  15    6 
24,711    0    7 

Hoaqoa: 
SipCl827  ... 

Canton: 

32,690  cottons 17,629    8    1 

700  camlets. 3,802  19  10 

snudries    ...  3,278  12    8 

Dorchester: 

FM>.1828   ... 

Boston: 
sundries  

45,696  16 

2,025    8    0 
16,190  18  10 

33,265    4  11 

Augusta: 
April  1828 ... 

Canton : 

7,000  cottons 7,116  17    2 

1,200  camlets 6,376    2    6 

sundries   ...  2,697  19    2 

Nnitflus: 
July  1828   ... 

Canton: 

1,500  camlets 7,808    2    6 

1,300  cloths   10,835    4    0 

900  bombazetts     1,838  17    6 
2,000  long  ells  ...  3,347    6    6 

10,095  cottons 6^U    2  11 

sundries   ...  3,021  11     6 

Packages. 

51,481  11 

14,392 

762,118    A 

London,  March  6tl),  1830. 


CuAauw  EvB&nr. 
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Mr.C. 


,  1B30. 
EvereU 


EVIDENCE  ON  FAJ^T-INDIA  AFFAIRS  : 

These  statements  show  tire  amount  and  dales  of  the  shipments 
by  each  vessel,  also  the  quantities  and  value  of  several  leading 
'  articles ;  distinguishing  the  amount  of  cottons,  woollens,  and 
sundry  other  goods.  I  have  purposely  omitted  giving  informa- 
tion respecting  any  new  articles  prepared  by  me  for  the  China 
market,  eis  it  might  prove  injurious  to  those  concerned  ;  and 
although  f  am  not  at  present  engaged  in  continuing  the  ex  ten* 
sive  trade  I  have  been  instrumental  in  opening  for  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country,  I  wish  to  avoid  doing  any  thing  against 
the  interest  of  my  late  employers* 

2843,  What  was  the  greatest  year  ? — The  greatest  year  was 
1826 :  but  I  would  remark  that  of  the  amount  that  year,  part  of 
the  goods  were  purchased,  and  they  were  intended  for  ship* 
ment  in  1825^  but  were  detained  here  in  consequence  of  a 
failure;  the  amount  was  £16S,2i5. 

2844,  What  was  the  amount  in  the  year  1825?— £7,408,  I 
should  say  that  about  £80,000  of  the  gooda  exported  in  182G 
fairly  belonging  to  1823. 

2845,  Will  you  state  the  amount  of  each  year?— 


In 


i8te„ i,«oy   r  2 

1819 2M4b  U  11 

1H20„, 13,y6:i     4  4 

itt2i loo,iyo  ifi  I 

1»2'2 2H,4f!9     2  T% 

la23 tJ7,04a     I  4 

1821 l23,fiHl     3  y 

1B25„... *       ;,4U«  13  2 

1826 168,245   13  I 

1827..,.. *     45,6^6  Ifi  1 

182d AI,4B1   11  9 


±762,118    4     1 


2846.  What  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  eleven  yeart?^ — 
£762,118. -k.  It/- 

3847*  Can  you  state  the  aggregate  amount  of  each  description 
of  goods  ? — By  referring  to  Statement  (  B)  you  will  find  that  of 
woollen  cloths  tlie  quantity  was  £231,822.  3^.  6rf.;  of  camlets, 
£152,9S8.  Us,  Id. 

2848.  Is  the  camlet  all  woollen  ?^Yes,  the  camlets  are  all 
woollen.  Of  long  ells»  which  are  also  woollens,  £74,521.  195.; 
of  cottons  £207,784.  05.  lO^/. :  and  of  sundry  other  articles, 
£95,000,  15^.  2d. 

2849.  Have  you  also  a  statement  of  the  number  of  pif!ces  of 
goods  of  different  descriptions,  and  the  progressive  diminution 
in  past  years? — Statement  (B)  shows  the  number  of  pieces 
of  the  different  descriptions,  I  have  also  a  paper,  marked  (C), 
which  shows  the  value  of  several  articles  at  different  periods 
from  1820  to  1830,  when  compared  with  1820. 


\^The  witnejs.v  delivered  in  thr  mwie^  t\Jikh  is  aRfollotvs  :} 


i 


SELECT  COMMITTER  or  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS.  S99 

(C>-A  STATEMENT  ibowiiig  the  Vdiw  of  Icmw  Chikt,  Cmmleu,  and    9  Mar.  183i. 

Mnmd  Ckiki^  aldiavnmt  IWiod«,  compamT with  1B20.  

Jfr.CJ 

CoCtoo  Long  Clotht. 

Ib  1831 wvrr  Icn  per  cent.    2|  lo  5 

1822..^ ditto    ...       5    .  71 

ma. ^ ditMi    ...      10    —  15 

1824..^....^.«........    ditto    ...     20    —  25 

1825 ditto    ...     12}  —  15 

1826.... ditto    ...     30    —  35 

1827 ditto    ...     35    —  40 

1828. ditto    ...     40    —  45 

1829....... ditto    ...     45    —  50 

1830 art    ditto    ...     47^  —  50 


In  1821 .• wtfv  IcM  p«r  ctnt.  5 

1822. ditto  ...  10 

1823 ditto  ...  124  to  15 

1824 ditto  ...  15    —  20 

1825 ^ ditto  ...  )0    —  12i 

1826 ditto  ...  17§  —  20 

1827 ditto  ...  25    —  30 

1828 ditto  ...  30    —  .13 

1829 ditto  ...  37(  —  40 

1830 .art   ditto  ...  42    —  45 

Broad  Clotbis  witabla  for  tba  China  Trade. 

In  1821..M ....«««  IcM  par  oaot.  5     to  7^ 

1822. ditto  ...  74  —  10 

1823 ditto  ...  10 

'^-'1    .    ditto  ...  124—  15 

1825 ditto  ...  5    —  10 

1826 ditto  ..  35    —  40 

1827 ditto  ...  40     —  42 

1828 ditto  ...  42    —  45 

1829 ditto  ...  45     —  47 

1830 .ara   ditto  ...  45    —  50 


It  apputfi  .  r 'r  naarij  double  tba  quantitj  of  foodi  vmy 

bcboai^at  for  tbatuin  paid  in  1820;  tbcrerora.  to  form 

a  correet  aatimate  of  tba  trade  witJi  China,  it  will  be  requisite  to  compart 
with  dM  qoantitiea,  and  not  the  aanount  ibippad. 

Loog  ells  art  55  per  cent,  lower  tluui  in  1820. 

MirdiOthy  1930.  CHAEUt  EviaRT. 


2850,  Ua»  ihmm  been  a  regular  decreaie  in  orice  firom  1880 
to  the  preicnttiiiie?— Excepting  the  year  1825,  when  there 
WIS  a  ^rnidl  adrancc. 

28^ J  L  Therefore  the  increaoe  in  the  quantity  of  goods  ex- 
ported would  he  mucli  moro  than  woula  appear  upon  the  in- 
aeaie  of  the  value  ? — My  calculations  are  from  1820  to  this 
dtte.  £100  at  the  present  time  would  buy  twice  as  many  goods 
ai  it  would  in  1820. 

MS2.  HaTe  you  any  doubt,  from  the  experience  you  have 
hd,  that  if  the  existing  restrictions  were  removed,  the  trade  to 
China  in  British  maniifactures  might  be  materially  increased? 
—I  haife  no  doabt  the  trade  might  be  increased  to  a  very  con* 

2  B 


1 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

^0  Mar.  1830-    Biderable  extent  by  proper  management,  if  the  restrictions  were 

removed. 

C*  Evereit. 

2853.  Have  you  found  the  trade  in  Crttisli  woollens  with 

Canton  a  profitable  trade  ? — I  nnr  not  able  to  answer  that 
question  fully,  as  I  have  not  known  what  the  goods  have  actually 
brought ;  but  I  auppose,  from  general  information,  they  have 
been  profitable*  us  the  shipments  being  continued  is  tlie  strongest 
proof  that  can  be  olFered. 

2854.  Do  you  consider  that  the  American  trade  in  woollens 
has  been  generally  profitable  ? — ^I  do, 

2855.  To  what  do  yoa  attribute  that,  when  the  Committee 
hear  from  the  East- India  Company  that  their  trade  in  woollens 
has  been  a  losing  trade  ?— I  cannot  account  for  the  East- India 
Company's  losing  money  on  woollens* 

2856.  Are  the  woollens  which  have  been  generally  sent  out 
by  the  American  traders  of  a  different  descriptioUi  or  of  a 
superior  quality,  to  those  sent  out  by  the  East-India  Company  ? 
i^I  can  only  answer  for  what  I  purchased  myself;  some  of  the 
articles  have  been  superior  to  the  East-India  Company's. 

2857.  Have  you  ever  bough!  any  of  the  rejected  cloths  of  the 
East-India  Company  ?^^ — Not  for  many  years,  excepting  a  few 
pieces ;  I  speak  of  cloths  only. 

2858.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose,  from  what  you  have 
heard  from  your  American  correspondents,  that  tliey  experience 
any  difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  trade  at  Canton  ? — I  do  not 
understand  that  there  is  any  difficulty  in  carrying  it  on. 

2859.  And  that  so  long  as  you  were  connected  with  it,  they 
made  it,  upon  the  whole,  a  generaUy  profitable  trade  ? — 1  believe 

80. 

2860.  Has  that  trade  fallen  off  lately? — The  trade  in  manu- 
factured goods  has  been  continued  lately  by  the  house  of  BarLng 

andConipany. 

2861.  Has  the  trade  decreased  or  not  lately  ? — I  believe  that 
it  has  increased  the  last  year. 

2862.  Can  you  state  as  to  the  two  preceding  years? — I 
should  think  it  had  increased,  as  considerable  quantities  have 
gone  fronri  Liverpool,  shipped  on  account  of  another  party, 
since  1821,  by  William  and  James  Brown  and  Company. 

2863.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  trade  has  in- 
creased?—I  refer  you  to  my  statements,  (A)  and  (B),  respect- 
ing the  shipment  ot  woollens  and  cottons. 

2864.  Have  you  a  statement  of  the  export  of  foreign  woollens, 
cottonst  and  metals  from  the  United  States  to  China  ? — Yes,  I 
have  ;  it  is  drawn  up  from  an  official  document,  printed  by  order 
of  Congress,  for  the  years  1B27  and  1828,  ending  the  30th  of 
September  in  each  year, 

(The  xvTiness  ddhered  in  the  samej  which  was  read  nsjoiiofv^ .-) 
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AI9  ACCOUNT  of  the  Yjliit  of  Foreign  and  DoimtttSe  Woollcfu,  C«ctoii%  9  Har,  1030. 

nd  MctaU,  rxt>ort««l  fhim   ihe  Mftttrtnt  I'drte  of  th«  Unii«d   f§tglim  of         

Aawrio^  in  ikm  ;wr»  vnaiag  tliv  iOtli  of  S«|rt«iiilMf  11027.  a^  3M  9C  ifr.  c*.  .fiWctf* 
Eap^tAm    limi   vsirsctvd  fnym  &  OtncrtI  StaiMitiit  vNpMliiif  lie 
I»port  mtd  Eipqrt  Cff  Goodft,  WartSi  und  Mtrcbwidlit,  fnvid  bf  ctdtr 


I  ColiQBi,  «Mi*  ami  eoloinid., 
I  Oadon  twill  .»»m.«..»«^4«., 

•AMI  ftt  pi.^%  OStli  aiM  DOlV  *■■ 

I  Copper  tn  pi^  nA  ■bcili 

Tin  pUim  MM« 


Valoe  in  MUn 2d4,Tftl 


1827* 


tasrs. 


19,264 

4«1U 

178.131 


3I>4,79V 
3,374 

14,UA 
11,819 

£9^031 


u,9ei 


13*638     3l3,3t4 

I 


14,981 


88$A,  Has  any  cottoQ^twitl  been  lent  from  this  country 
throoglt  jou  ?  — A  small  quantity  some  years  ago* 

2966.  Has  any  been  i»ent  lately  ? — I  believe  it  lias  been 
ibtpped  lately,  but  not  by  in  e. 

2Q67*  Have  you  acted  for  houses  in  this  country  ? — I  have 
acted  ander  the  direction  of  houses  in  this  country^  but  for 
aoooimt  of  American  houses. 

nn*  Have  you  been  employed  by  the  house  of  Baring  and 
Cofmpany  ? — I  was  employed  by  Bales  and  Baring,  now  b^ong^ 
\ng  to  tlie  house  of  Baring  and  Company. 

W69*  Do  you  know  h  hether  other  persons  besidai  jmaradf 
bavabeeii  employed  as  agents  for  purchases  of  thisdeacmdoii? 
— I  isoder»fand  that  Barings  themselves  have  been  purcnasing 
good«  ^r  four  vessels ;  three  of  them  have  gone  in  IB29,  1  can 
Haia  the  names  of  the  veiLsels ;  the  Mtlo,  from  London  ;  the 
Naw  England,  from  Liverpool ;  and  the  Marearet  Forbes,  from 
London.     There  i«  anotlier  cargo  in  the  London  Docks. 

2870.  Were  you  employed  in  selecting  any  part  of  those  car- 
goes ? — No. 

2H7I.  Were  you  employed  in  1829  by  any  other  persons  in 
jedion  of  cargoes  for  China? — ^No,  excepting  a  small 
It,  which  1  suppose  went  by  the  New  England. 

2972,  Do  you  conceive  the  variation  in  the  amount  of  exports 
in  Afferent  yQxm  that  you  have  stated,  to  have  arisen  from  ihe 
fSfiaiion  in  lluf  amount  ofthc  tmdc  iisctf,  or  merely  from  a  vana- 


9  Mtr.  IB3(I.  tion   in  your  ageocy  for  that  trade  ?^ — I  purchased  during  the 

years  mentioned  the  whole  of  the  goods  that  the  parties  had 

Mr,  C.  Everett,  f^^^  England,  excepting  about  £8,000  of  woollens,  and  £2,000 
of  cottons. 

2873.  You  do  not  think  they  ha%*e  bought  any  thing  through 
any  other  channel  ? — Not  any  tiling,  except  about  €8^000  of 
woollens  and  £*3,000  of  cottons, 

287 1-*  Have  not  there  been  other  houses  shipping  for  American 
account  to  China,  besides  those  who  had  employed  you  in  the 
selection  of  their  goods  ?— I  have  informed  you  thut  some  goods 
went  througli  Messrs.  Brown's  of  Liverpool,  for  another  party; 
that  house  and  my  employers  are  the  two  principal  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  from  thin  country  to  China.  I  know  of  no 
others  of  much  importance. 

2875.  You  have  stated,  that  you  have  upon  some  occasions 
bought  goods  refused  by  the  Company ;  were  those  refused  by 
the  Company  on  account  of  the  cjuality,  or  that  they  did  not 
want  anymore  of  that  description  of  goods? — I  have  bought 
vt'ry  few  rejected  goods,  except  the  article  of  long  ells ;  those 
were  rejected  for  being  a  little  light  in  weight,  or  any  other  point 
which  does  not  exacilt/  come  up  to  the  Company's  standard.  If 
a  long  ell  is  too  fitw^  it  would  not  weigh  enough,  and  of  course 
would  be  rejected,  so  that  we  may  select  the  best  goods  from 
the  rejected  ones. 

2876.  Do  you  consider  that  the  long  ell  is  the  worse  for  the 
China  market  for  being  too  fine  ?  — No,  I  consider  it  much  better. 

2877.  Do  you  consider  yourself  able  to  make  a  better  selec- 
tion of  goods  for  the  China  market  than  the  East-India  Com- 
pany ? — ^That  would  be  too  much  for  mc  to  presume. 

2878.  Do  you  know  how  the  Company  purchase  their  goods? 
— They  generally  purchase  by  contract,  which  is  not  an  advan- 
tageous way  of  purchasing, 

2879.  In  the  course  of  making  your  purchases,  have  you  found 
the  Company  in  your  way  in  the  same  description  of  goods  that 
you  were  looking  for  ? — No.  1  have  known  that  wlien  the  Com- 
pany offer  a  contract,  say  for  camlctSj  or  any  particular  descrip- 
tion of  goods,  there  has  been  a  meeting  of  the  manufacturers, 
and  they  have  fixed  the  price  at  which  they  should  tender  at,  and 
I  have  met  with  the  same  difficulty  myself  in  making  purchases. 
Wlien  k  was  hwtvn  that  I  wanted  a  large  quantify,  I  found  that 
the  manufacturers  sometimes  combined  to  hand  me  a  price  ;  and 
I  have  had  considerable  difficulty  in  counteracting  the  effects  of 
combinations,  not  only  in  purchasing  the  article  itself,  but  in 
every  part  of  the  finishing, 

28S0.  Is  not  that  the  eifect  of  any  large  purchaser  going  into 
the  market  at  any  time  ? — It  would  be  the  effect  if  known.  The 
Company  give  public  tenders  ;  but  if  /  go  into  the  market,  I  can 
take  care  the  t|uaiitity  that  I  v\  ii>h  to  purchase  is  not  known. 


SELECT  COMMITTED  of  tm  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  SOS 

2S8h  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that,  pnicticallj  considering   9  Msr.  lUd. 
the  mode  in  whicli   the  Company  malce  their   purcKtuK*t|   you  '^^ 

make  your  ptircliucs  upon  more  favourable  lenuBi'— I  have  good  ^'''  ^*  ^'*^'* 
ttaaooa  to  atippote  that  my  goodi  were  purchaacd  cheaper  thao 
the  Company's, 

28o2.  Are  the  Americani  deiiroua  of  mirchafing  finer  goods 
than  what  are  purchased  hy  the  Kust^nrlia  Company? — When 
I  had  the  roanagetxient  of  it,  my  ohject  wa^  in  gel  better  good« 
thao  the  Cooipany*!,  and  in  mu»t  article*  I  have  tucceedetL 

2883.  You  thinkt  uf>on  a  general  average,  your  goodu  are  of 
al  least  as  good  quality  aa  those  of  the  India  Company  ? — Yen 
they  hitve  been  proved  so, 

2884.  lo  their  respective  kinds  ?~  Yes.  I  must  except  oiM 
article ;  X  should  think  the  CompanyV  long  eUs  were  superior  to 
those  I  shipped, 

2885.  Is  the  Company's  niark  ever  used  in  any  way  by  the 
Americaos  ? — llie  Company's  mark  (  never  ute  on  the  outside 
packlges*  We  have  copied  the  manner  of  packing  and  the 
adktiig-i]p  of  the  gondii,  and  the  number  uf  piecres  in  the 
padcsge,  but  there  is  never  any  mark  on  the  bale«»  at  least  not 
of  late  years,  which  would  appear  like  the  CompanyV. 

2886*  Are  the  Committee  lo  understand  titat  the  Quantity  of 
goods  exported  from  Amenca  to  Canton  are  altogether  goods 
ocpofted  IrofD  this ewaiyy  ea  American  account  ? — It  h  possible 
thai  some  of  the  articles  included  in  those  may  have  been 
ihippcd  from  this  country  on  English  account. 

2867*  You  have  stated  that  the  Company'i»  Itmg  etls  are  better 
tiiaii  the  long  ells  you  have  purchased  ;  could  not  you  get  as 
good  long  ells  ? — I  consider  that  they  have  had  them  dyed  and 
iaiahed  rather  superior  than  what  I  have  done,  I  could  cer- 
taUjr  procure  the  san^^  or  even  better  tjuality  than  the  Com« 
fmfB,  if  it  were  required. 

Do  you  think   that  an  advantage  on  the  part  of  the 

rf  ?— The  quantity  of  long  ells  we  have  sliipped  is  very 
ia  CMBpariiOti  with  theirs. 

When  did  I  he  Americans  begin  to  export  British  manu* 
[  to  Canton  ? — In  IB  18  I  commenced  the  business* 
Can  you  state  any  reason  why  tJiey  did  not  do  so  before? 
—It  was  because  tlie  prices  were  too  high  to  execute  U*c  orders 
that  wete  sent  for  them;  there  was  a  !»niall  quantity  of  goods 
ttndnaed  in  England  and  aAerwards  returned  to  the  United 
nleatem  China  as  unsaleable,  in  consequence  of  the  quality 
HOI  being  suitable  for  tlie  market* 

8891*  Id  what  years  have  you  known  tlie  woollens  returned 
ftoD  Cliioa?^Between  1816  and  18i7« 

2892.  Are  you  aware  of  what  the  mark  on  the  Company's 
dochs  is  ?^ Yes  ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  they  put  on  tlic 
"  't : ;  a  divided  heart,  I  believe,  and  some  letters. 


[ 


80*  El^IDENCK  ON  EAST-INDfA  AFFAIRS: 

f  Itir.  1K30,        2893.  Did  jou  in  the  goods  you  have  shipped  put  on  a  mark 
— ^'         resembling  il  t — I  may  have  done  «o  maoy  years  back. 

2894.  Since  1818  have  you  done  it? — It  is  barely  pos&iUIe ; 
the  few  6rst  shipments  I  recollect  were  marked  with  a  mark  some- 
what similar  to  the  Company's. 

2805.  Have  you  done  so  in  the  later  shipments  ? — No* 

2896.  How  long  have  you  discontinued  it  ? — I  can  hardly 
recollect.  I  am  speaking  of  the  outside  packages;  in  the  inside 
pftdcages  we  have  in  some  degree  imitated  the  Company,  but  it 
is  not  the  same. 

2897.  Did  you  try  to  asaimjlate  your  mark  to  that  of  the  Com- 
paoy*s  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  appear  that  they  were  Com- 
pany's goods  ?^ — It  was  necessary  to  have  them  marked  in  that 
way»  that  they  might  be  known  as  that  description  of  goods,  to 
give  them  a  greater  currency. 

2898.  Why  did  you  discontinue  the  practice?— By  the  orders 
of  my  employers. 

2899.  Do  you  know  whether  the  goods  are  marked  in  the 
same  tnanner  that  are  sent  from  America? — I  do  not  know* 

2900.  Were  they  supposed  to  fetch  a  higher  price  in  China  in 
consequence  of  that  mark  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the  reason  was 
for  putting  it  on. 

2901.  But  you  had  been  desired  to  make  it  similar  ? — I  acted 
according  to  directions. 

2902.  Were  not  you  desired  to  make  those  marks  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  Company  »  maik? — In  respect  to  ihe  manner  of 
packing  and  marks  on  the  goods,  I  was.  The  cloths  bought  by 
me  are  very  different  from  the  Company's,  they  measure  two  to 
live  yards  longer.  I  have  not  for  tive  or  six  years  marked  a 
package  any  way  like  the  East-India  Company*^. 

2903.  Before  that,  was  it  not  the  practice  to  do  so  ?— ^In  the 
first  it"^  shijiments  it  was  customary  to  do  so,  but  I  have  not 
done  it  for  many  years. 

2904.  Did  you  ever  do  that  for  Barings  and  Company  ?^ — No; 
I  should  have  said  it  was  Bates  and  Baring  tliat  I  did  busineit 
for. 

2905.  You  have  stated  that  you  thought  the  cloths  you  bought 
were  better  tlian  those  of  the  EaBl-India  Company;  if  that  be 
so,  what  interest  could  you  have  in  packing  them  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  the  East-India  Company  ?— Because  the 
Chinese  have  been  accustomed  to  see  ibem  in  tJmt  manner. 

2906.  If  your  cloths  were  of  a  superior  quality,  would  not 
that  have  been  better  shown  by  not  imitating  the  East-India 
Company  ? — 1  always  thought  so  myself,  but  my  correspondentt 
thought  otherwise. 

S907.  You  stated  that  in  the  course  of  eleven  years  yoM  have 
exported   manufucturcti    ^oods   for   American   houses   to    ilic 
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^iDOuntof  £762,118;  do  jou  know  whether  to  ihofre  AmeHcm 
hooiet  it  was  a  losing  or  an  advaotageoua  tmdc  ?<— I  have  no 
<kMibt  k  wat  an  advantageoiit  trade. 

MS»  Were  there  many  of  thoie  liouses  intemipted  in  the 
ooone  of  ibeir  aiSifan  afterwards?  -  Hie  pnndpal  part  of  thoia 
pttfdmef  were  lor  one  hoitse»  who  are  now  very  rich. 

2909*  ^liat  is  their  naiiie  ? — Perkint  and  Company^  rctiding 
It  ho^Um  ;  one  of  tlie  partnen  ii  here  now. 

2910,  Wiich  ?— Mr.  Cashing. 

Mil.  Are  not  they  tiqppoaed  to  have  made  thetr  fortune  In 

ttlieCligiMi  trade  ? — There  it  no  douht  of  it. 
2912,  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  who  they  traded  with 
■1  China,   whe'tbcr  the  outside  merciiants  or  the  Hong  loer- 
duuic*?— Principally,  I  believei  with  Howqtia  and  Manhop. 
2913,  What  is  the  general  agency  charge  in  this  buatoeaa  ?-i- 
I  hare  received  one  and  a  cjuarter  per  cent,  commiaaofi  00  the 
puidatte. 
t914.  It  that  all  you  receiVe? — Ye«. 

1915,  Do  3rou  know  whetlier  the  house  of  Perkins  in  looking 

vtdi  anjuety  to  the  decisiion  of  the  question^  whether  it  Uiall  still 

be  a  monopoly  trade  or  an  open  one  ?— *!  understand  tliat  they 

ore  ahoiil  pvmg  it  up. 

2916.  Why  ?— I  cannot  answer  for  that  reason  ;  thai  is  what 

teQ  me. 
i917.  Do  not  Perkiiii  and  Company  still  continue  traderi? 
Tea. 
891tf.  But  this  particular  branch  of  trade,  you  uodentaiidp 

intending  to  give  up? — That  i«  what  1  have  heard. 
S9I9.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Cashing  has  made  a  large  for- 
mod  bos  retired  from  husincss  ? — Mr.  Cushing  is  worth  per* 
£$00,000,  and  is  retiring  from  business ;  he  has  been  the 
pastncr  in  China  for  atiout  twenty -five  years. 
I.  Have  you  opened   any  corrL'snoncIcnce  with  any  new 
house  in  consequence  o(  Perkins  house  intending  to 
op  the  trade  ? — No, 
Sdsil.  Have  not  you  heard  tliat  the  house  of  Perkins  and 
J  owe  their  chief  fortune  to  the  opium  trade  y — To  the 
Inide  ;  the  opiuui  trade  is,  of  course,  included  in  it. 
8M2.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  trade,  as  tlir  as  you  have 
employed  at  a  oommiaaioii  agent,  are  you  of  opinion,  that 
bad  as  free  an  inleroourse  with  China  n^  the  Amercans 
the  trade  between  England  and  China  would  he  the  pnn- 
trade  carried  on  with  China?— I  have  no  douht  it  would 
be  tm  beneficial  to  Englond  to  have  a  free  trade  ;  but  whether 
^1  would  be  the  pri nci pa F trade  with  China,  I  cannot  tell. 
^■2923^  Do  you  think  any  other  country  would  he  a  rivtit  with 
^Ites  country  in  the  eicport  of  manufjictured  gooiU  to  China  ? — 
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9  Mar.  IfeSO.    No,  decidedly  not  at  present.     But  the  Germans  are  improving 

in  their  manufactures,  and  may  soon  rival  yours  In  woollens, 

Mr,  C*  EvereiL  y^ilesa  your  ports  arc  opened  for  the  produce  of  the  Continent, 
so  as  to  equalize  the  price  of  provisions.  And  if  you  would  ad- 
mit American  flour,  &c*  it  would  greatly  increase  the  export  of 
goods  to  the  United  Stales  as  well  as  to  China,  and  by  advanc- 
ing the  prices  of  their  broad  stuifs,  complete  the  overthrow  of 
their  cotton  and  woollen  factory, 

2924*  Is  there  any  nation  now  that  rivals  the  British  in 
the  China  trade? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  excepting  the 
Americana. 

2925.  Do  they  rival  the  English  trade  now  ? — Certainly 
they  do, 

2926.  To  any  great  extent  ? — ^There  is  no  doubt  they  are  car* 
rying  on  a  very  large  trade  with  China. 

2927.  Is  any  other  trade  with  China  equal  to  the  English 
trade  ?^ — Not  in  manufactured  goods,  certainly. 

Mr.  ABRAHAM  DIXON  called  in  and  examined. 

Mr.  At  Bimiu  2928.  You  are  a  foreign  commission  agent  residing  at  Leeds  ? 
— Ye«. 

2929.  In  what  other  h'nes  of  business  have  you  been  em- 
ployed ? — I  have  resided  in  Leeds  about  t\vo  years  ;  seven  years 
previous  I  resided  in  Huddersfield,  in  the  same  line  of  business. 

2930.  Did  you  ever  carry  on  business  as  a  Black wcIUhall 
factor  and  merchant  ?■ — From  the  year  1795  to  the  year  1822  1 
resided  in  London,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  was  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  a  Blackwell-hall  factor  and  merchant. 

2931.  What  is  a  Blackwell-hall  factor?— An  agent  for  the 
sale  of  cloth  manufactured  in  the  West  of  England. 

2932.  During  any  portion  of  that  time  were  yuu  interested  in 
a  concern  in  Yorkshire,  for  the  manufacture  and  dyeing  of 
coarse  cloth  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  the  East-India  Com- 
pany ?^ — ^I  was. 

2933.  Have  you  had  any  dealings  with  the  East-India  Com- 
pany in  cloths  ? — From  the  year  1795  to  1807  I  was  clerk  with 
a  Blackwell-hall  factor,  who  also  was  connected  in  the  same 
trade  ;  and  from  1807  to  1822  1  carried  on  business  myself,  in 
conjunction  with  other  parties,  as  a  Blackwell-hall  factor  and 
merchant,  and  also  up  to  the  end  of  1825. 

2934.  W^ith  what  articles  of  woollen  have  you  been  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  the  East-India  Company? — All  the  different 
kinds  of  cloths ;  they  buy  superfine  or  Spanish  stripes,  white  and 
stnpe  list  cloths,  medley  cloths,  and  kerseymeres. 

2933.  Do  you  consider  that  there  are  any  other  descriptions 
of  clothsj  besides  those  exported  by  the  East-India  Companyt 
which  are  suited  to  the  China  market  ? — Formerly,  to  my 
knowledge,  a  fine  and  stouter  description  of  cloths  was  sent  by 
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the  RuwIbsw  to  China,  wbidi  I  occiMionnlly   nupplicd  to  niffr* 
dtmntM  la   Su  PcU-n»barg^h   nnd    Moscciir :  tiiso  a  coarBer  and 
finer  descriptJOQ   oi^  doth  than   what  the  Eiist-Indb  Compoiiy  *"'*  ^ 
geoeml]}'  s<;nd  out  to  Chinut  ii  sent  out  hy  tlie  Americmu. 

2d$0^  Do  yau  brlieve,  from  iiny  rlrcumstiinceji  witJiin  your* 
knoirledgr*  liiftt  the  very  coarsest  <]e*cripticins  of  cloths^  might 
be  exporled  to  China  with  advantage  ? — I  belie vi%  (ram  %bm 
mfomuitioii  I  have  had  from  Americans  and  others*  and  alio 
ftOBi  the  rridence  thai  wai  given  liefore  tlie  House  ofCommonii 
trf  Mr.  Gnuit,  and  alio  by  Mr*  Roberta,  tn  1H2K  that  the  very 
deicription  of  cloth  that  ii  manufactured  in  tJiis  coun* 
which  can  be  dyed  the  colour  that  Ia  required  in  China« 
""  be  aaleable  to  a  greater  extent  than  arty  other  dencrip* 
f  woollen  in  thai  country ;  for  both  those  gentlemen 
ittfed,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Chinese  have  it  not  in  their 
power  to  purchase  the  cloth  which  the  C4>mpany  send  out, 
and  for  that  reason  1  should  fuppose  the  coarsest  doth  would 
be  the  most  suitable. 

f937.  Do  you  know  an^  thing  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  Uwde  in  wooUens  carried  on  by  Americans  between  thia 
GQOBtry  and  China  ? — ^Yea,  I  do. 

fSSS,  What  are  the  de^ttriptions  of  woollens  ehieHy  teiit  out 
bjrtlie  Americans? — ^The  same  6ort  iient  out  bv  the  Eaal^India 
Compftny ;  alao  a  fine  and  ilouter  cloth,  and  also  a  coarser  and 
L  k)*wer  priced  cloth. 
29S0*  In  the  finer  deserip lions  of  cloths,  do  you  conceive 
>  the  article  sent  out  by  the  American  mercnants  is  equal 
» thattaent  by  the  East-India  Company  ? — 'rhey  send  a  consi- 
'  I  quantity  of  better  quality  than  the  East-India  Company 
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2940.  Is  that  whicii  they  ^end  of  the  lailie  description  of  an 
eqnal  quality  with  what  the  Company  •end*'^— Ve^,  indeed, 
e&actly  the  same* 

2ML  Do  they  obtain  it  as  cheap? — 1  believe  they  do;  and 
I  mmj  my  perhaps  more  correctly,  that  they  obtain  it  cheaper* 

^912.  Do  you  consider  that  they  have  any  greater  faciUties* 
md  what  are  those  facilities? — The  principnl  advantage  tliat 
the  Atoericans  have  over  the  Ea^t-liidia  Compiiny  ii,  in  haviiiff 
dK  ck^tba  from  Leeds^  where  they  are  dyed  a  great  deal 
than  in  London. 


SMS.  Have  they  also  any  advantages  resulting  from  late  im- 
vemenU  in  the  manufacture,  which,  the  En*t-lndia  Company, 
mode  of  proceedings  are  debarred  from  {xissessing  ? — 
considerable  improve  men ts  liave  been  made  in  the  manu- 
of  fine  cloth  at  Leeds  of  late   years^  all  of  wliich  the 
icons  Imvr  the  advantage  of,  wluf^t  the  East*ltulia  Coni- 
are     '  '  ^        ni  it,  from  i!ie  nature  of  their  contracts 

tlie  ii« rhey  purrhii^e  their  dotJi. 

•3  H 


Mr,  A,  Dixon^ 


9  Mat*  1830-  2944i.  Will  you  state  in  what  mode  die  East-India  Company 
make  their  purchaBes  of  cloths  ? — Always  by  tender  aod  con- 
tract. 

29 i5.  Do  you  consider  that  to  be  an  advantageous  mode  of 
dealing? — ^No,  I  do  not.  In  consequence  of  the  objectionable 
clauses  which  are  in  those  contracts,  the  parties  tendering  for 
the  cloth,  in  order  to  save  themselves,  must  make  an  addition 
to  the  price,  in  order  to  cover  the  rejectioriB  which  they  are 
Bubject  to,  and  other  inconveniences  and  ex|)en5es  which  they 
areata 

2946.  Is  the  decision  of  the  overlooker  of  the  Company  upon 
the  goods  which  are  sent  up  final,  or  is  there  any  appeal  from 
it  ? — There  is  no  appeal  whatever  from  it. 

2947 »  Where  is  the  objection  made  when  the  goods  are  sent 
to  London  ?— In  London,  by  the  overlookers  employed  by  the 
East-India  Company. 

2948,  Then  the  goodi  are  sent  up,  and  if  they  are  not 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract^  they  are 

rejected  in  London  ? — They  are, 

2949.  The  manufacturer  then  incurt  the  expense  of  their 
transfer  to  London? — ^Yea. 

295D.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  sale  for  rejected 
cloths  ? — ^  Some  times  there  is  a  difficulty,  at  other  times  not ;  it 
depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  demand.  Formerly  the  rcjec* 
tions  of  the  East-India  Company  were  sold  to  the  Mogaaore 
jews,  and  nearly  altogether  used  for  diat  trade ;  but  lately  i 
considerable  quantity  has  been  sold  to  private  traders  trading 
to  India  and  to  China. 

2951.  is  there  also  an  inconvenience  ftrising  from  the  mode 
of  conducting  business  by  the  East-India  Company,  from 
their  goods  being  transmitted  through  agents  in  I^ndon,  and 
an  additional  expense  incurred  by  tlie  commission  paid  to  them  ? 
—  Certainly,  that  adds  to  the  expense  of  the  goods.  During  the 
time  I  was  engaged  in  busbess  in  London,  the  charge  for  such 
business  was  three  per  cent,,  which  was  charged  to  the  manu- 
actorers  for  delivering  the  goods  and  attending  to  the  tieces* 
sary  business. 

2952.  Were  tliere  any  other  fees  to  be  paidP^-There  were 
fees  also  paid  at  the  India  House, 

2953.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  those?— The  proportion 
of  the  fees  is  different ;  sometimes  they  were  6</.  per  clothe  but 
sometimes  the  fees  are  \s.  and  even  2s.  per  piece. 

2954*  In  the  rejection  of  their  cloths  you  stated  that  the 
overtooker*s  decision  was  final ;  is  that  decision  often  made  on 
trifling  grounds?— I  Imve  understood  that  tJie  overlookers  have 
strict  orders  to  attend  to  the  contract*  which  states,  in  speak- 
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[•ftbe   fiii€  dotbt,  that  each  dalh  must  weigh  thiny-iwo    9  Msr,  I8M 
ADd  that  if  it  U  uodtr  that  weight  he  ha«  a  flower  of         — ^ 

S965.  Then,  tliough  the  rejertimi   mufll  he  according  to  the 
letter  of   the  contracti    it  fltlll  maj  be   on  ?erj  veaa« 
growidato  the  manufacturer? — Certainty. 

2956.  li  it  the  case  to  such  a  degree^  that  manu^turera 
ilj  eahlhit  a  decided  preference  for  dealing  with  aov  other 
er  nther  than  the  Eat t-InJia  Company  ?  —  It  ii.    A  greal 
Djoftlie  moat  eictensive  manufacturers  in  Yorkahire  will  not 
cr  into  oontn^s  with  the  Eajit-India  Company,  nor  supply 
'  iem  with  cloth  under  tiiose  contract«». 

8957.  Supposing  the  cloth  should  he  short  of  weight,  would 
dat  be  a  ground  for  rejection  ? — CertiUDly, 

295S,  Would  you  consider  that  to  be  any  deterioration  to  the 
^ttalst)r  of  the  cloth  ? — In  making  a  large  quantity  of  clothst  it  is 
impomble  to  have  them  ait  exactly  the  same  weight;  tome  will 
will  be  a  little  over  and  some  will  be  a  little  under. 

2959.  Sopposing  a  private  mmliBiit  to  taiia  a  quantity  by 
cootTBct^  wliat  would  be  his  practice  supposing  he  found  a  jiro* 
poitioo  ti&der  weight  ?  -He  would  take  it. 

i064^«  Would  he  take  it  without  any  reduction  of  price? — If 
tki  iMetmiee  was  not  much,  he  would  take  it  without  any  altera* 
tios  of  price,  because  if  some  are  a  little  thinnar.  otbera  would 
be  a  little  i^touter* 

29SI.  You  cooaider  this*  then,  to  be  a  vexatious  ground  of 
njaeticm  on  the  part  of  the  Company  ? — Certainly. 

fM2,  Yet  to  this  sort  of  rejection  their  overlooken  are  tied 
down  by  their  rules^  and  they  can  exercise  no  discretion  ? — I 
briieve  not. 

290.  Art  the  cloths  delivered  to  the  Company  dyed  or  un* 
dyed  ? — ^Tbey  are  delivered  both  in  a  dyed  and  in  a  white  state- 
IneWcst  CoontiT  cloths  arc  generally  delivered  white,  and  the 
Toricafam  generally  died. 

29M.  Are  they  compelled  to  be  dyed  in  London  ? — Those 
tbey  receive  in  a  white  state  are  all  dyed  in  London^  the 
are  dyed  and  finished  in  Yorkshire. 

2965.  la  the  operation  of  dyeing  more  expensive  in  London 
■ait  is  in  the  country  ? — Much  more  so. 

2966.  In  what  degree  ? — I  have  a  list  of  the  dyeing  prices  in 
Toffkahire  for  the  principal  colours  which  the  East-India  Com- 

isbaae*  and   also  of  the  London  prices.     The  London 
dyeing  Spanish  striped  cloths  puq>le  is  2f  •  id,  per  yard, 
in  Y^ork*hirc  is*  6d* 

2967.  Arc  those  tlie  prices  of  ttic  present  day  ?^  Yes»  at  leatt 
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9  Mar.  1830.    the  last  prices  which  the  East-India  Company  paid,  as  I  an 
formed,  for  dyeing  cloth.     The  price  of  black  is  in  Londoir 

Mr.A.Dux>n.  ^^d  in  Yorkshire  4>d.;  for  scariet,  London,  2s.  Id.,  YorU 
ls.5d*;  for  mazarine  blue,  London,  Is.dd.,  and  Yorkshire, 
I  have  prepared  a  detailed  statement  of  the  prices  of  dye 
Spanish  striped  cloths,  with  the  proportions  generally  requi 
of  each  colour,  in  a  quantity  of  6,000  pieces,  by  the  East-Ii 
Company. 

ITfiemtness  delivered  in  ihesame,  tvhich  is  asfclloms  :'} 

PRICES  for  DYEING  Spanish  Stripe  Cloths ;  with  the  ProportiiMit 
nerally  required  of  each  Colour,  in  a  quantity  of  6,000  pieces,  by 
East-India  Company. 


Pleco. 

London  Prices. 

YoduhliePiia 

PerPiec« 
of  34  Yards. 

Per  Yard. 

PerYaid. 

1.800  Pumle 

79i. 

2$.  Ad, 

1*  6tf. 

1,560  Black    

19«. 

Id, 

Ad. 

840  Scarlet  (Lac)  ... 

71».  6(/. 

2s.  Id. 

U.f>d. 

720  Mazarine  Blue... 

51«.  6</. 

U.6d, 

9d. 

480*Dark  Brown    ... 

20*. 

lOd. 

9d. 

420  Light  Blue 

29*. 

lOd. 

ed. 

60*  Ash  colour  

19*. 

U, 

Ad. 

60  Saxon  Green    ... 

— 

— 

6rf. 

60»Deep  Yellow   ... 

— 

— 

5rf. 

6,000 

PnniniAv 

W 

*Tea  colour 

bd. 

Orange...... 

6d. 

•  Red.. 

Sd. 

Emerald  Green  • 

^. 

•Ucrht  Brown -- 

9d. 

Pink accc 

>rding  to  the  sh 

ade  of  colour 

lOd,  to  1«. 

Rose 

ditto 

do. 

Aurora     .    ....••*......... 

ditto 

1*.  to  1*.  2d. 

Crimson  Lac 

ditto 

U.  Cd.  to  li.  S 

ditto 

2*.  to  2*.  fkU 

^Scarlet ditto     .... 

ditto 

do. 

TLfaroon *.. • 

•  With  the  exception  of  these  colours,  the  others  are  partly  and  some  a 
getlier  dyed  with  materials  the  produce  of  India. 

The  London  prices  left  blank  I  have  not  been  uble  tu  procure ;  tbey 
be  furnished  by  the  Ea&t-India  Company. 
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2968*  Are  those  Uie  cdours  that  ore  priodpally  required  for  9M«r.  liaa, 
f  Cliijia  niArket  ? — Ye**  

2969.  Afe  thoM  clothi  that  Are  djred  in  the  pic'ce,  nr  are  any 
tit  them  djred  m  the  wool  ?— They  are  all  dyed  in  the  piece. 

£970.  Are  any  conftiderahle  portion  of  the  dyes  used  the  pro* 
riuett  of  India? — In  the  list  of  colours,  I  observe  there  are 
[about  twenty -two  which  the  Eajtt*  India  Company  are  in  the 
Llttbit  of  exporting  ;  and  out  of  the^e  about  fourteen  are  partJyt 
I  fad  sonie  wholly «  dyed  with  materials  the  products  of  India* 

2971.  Is  a  large  quantity  of  Indian  Indigo  used? — A  const* 
ble  quantity. 

2972.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  circunwtances  of  the  in- 
ly and  the  progress  which  hoB  been    mude  in  the  fm- 

31  of  the  lac  dye?  — I  ami  from  informal  ion  I  have  had 
I  tbe  dyers  and  others.     I  think  the  introduction  of  the  lac 
» this  coon  try  took  place  about  the  ^car  1812.    For  some  time 
re  was  a  great  difficulty  in  produang  a  good  colour  from  it  f 
ut  al^er  repeated  exj>eriments,  a  colour  was  produced  equals  or 
■ly  so,  to  cochineal   in  point  oi^  brilliancy,  and  in  point  of 
ability  much  superior  for  military  nurpose««     It  was  found 
at  the  droppings  of  vrater  from  iron  did  not  affect  lac  scarlet » 
Hat  it  discoloured  the   cloth   dyed  from  cochineal  ;  and  c:un- 
'  has  a  much  worse  effect  upon  cochineal  sciirtet,  whilst 
i  oone  whatever  upon  those  dyed  from  lac ;  and  in  conse- 
Dce,  I  believe,  it  is  generally  preferred  for  military  pur- 

297?l.  Hat  this  article  fallen  in  price  in  prnjiortioQ  as  tl  haa 
introduced  into   tlie  country  ?-— It  is  difficult  to  state  the 
ill  that  has  taken  place  in  price^  tliougli  it  has  been  yery  con- 
"ble»  but  the  article  has  been  very  mucli  improved;  indeed, 
ch  fuperior  quality  h  now  brought  from   India  than  what 
i  at  first. 

^4.  Has  cochineal  dye  fallen  in  price  also  ?.^Very  much. 
2975.  Has  the  East-Inaia  Company  ever  imported  any  of  this 
"  -Very  little. 

76*  Do  tbey  import  any  now  ? — 1   believe  not  for  many 


2977.  Is  there  any  ctinsiderablc  quantity  of  it  exported  froiii 
\  country  ? — I  understand  that  about  6iK(Km  poundi;  weight 

la  exported  annually  to  Flanders  and  to  Gennany.     A  few 
\  ago  i  wii  in  a  dyehouse  at  Delph  in  Holtund*  where  iliey 
rere   preparing  cloths  for  India,  and  the  scarlets  were  dyed 
lac 

2978.  Do  you  know  how  much  h  imported  into  England  ? — 
7«U00  or  8,000  pounds  annually,  in  vidue  about  £100,000 

Itterikig, 


J 
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9  M«r.  1030.       2979.  Is  lac  the  produce  of  India  ?— It  is. 
2^.  ^^Dinm.       ^80.  And  brought  by  tlie  private  trader?— It  is, 

12981.  Can  you  state  when  the  exportation  of  British  wooHen« 

in  American  bottoms  to    China  first  commenced ?— In  the  year 

1817,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 

2982.  Can  you  state  what  the  progress  has  been  of  that  trade? 
—In  the  year  1818  and  1819  there  was  imported  into  Canton 
^,957  pieces  of  woollens,  and  in  the  year  1826  and  1827,  which 
is  the  latest  account  I  have  seen,  27,176  pieces,  showing  an 
increase  of  22,319  pieces  in  that  period. 

2983.  What  is  your  authority  for  that  statement  ? — I  obtained 
this  from  some  parliamentary  documents  in  my  possession. 

2984.  Are  you  aware  tliat  in  the  evidence  before  the  Com-- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1821,  it  was  stated  that  British 
goods  were  imported  into  the  China  market  in  so  tricing  a 
degree  by  the  Americans  as  to  be  no  object  of  contest  ?*^I 
recollect  it  perfectly  well. 

2985.  Are  you  also  aware  that,  within  a  month  af^er  that 
time,  the  same  gentleman  who  made  that  statement  produced  a 
commercial  letter  from  the  supercargoes  in  China,  containing 
this  passage :  **  The  very  alarming  inroad  that  is  now  com- 
menced by  American  speculation  into  a  trade  hitherto  confined 
to  the  Honourable  Company,  will,  it  is  probable,  soon  place 
all  certain  calculation  in  its  economy  at  defiance  ?*' — I  recol- 
lect it  perfectly  well ;  it  interested  me  so  much  that  I  took  m 
copy  of  it,  which  I  have. 

2986-  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  same  letter  there  is  contained 
this  passage,  **  The  greatest  evil,,  however,  which  we  are  led  to 
anticipate  from  this  encroachment  is,  the  death-blow  which  U 
inflicts  upon  the  monopoly  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  Honourable 
Company?'*— That  I  recollect  also. 

2987,  By  whom  was  the  letter  received  ?^ — By  the  East'Iodia 
Company,  and  it  was  produced  by  Mr.  Grant. 

2%8.  Are  you  aware  that  at  that  time  the  trade,  upon  whicb 
this  alarming  inroad  was  said  to  be  made,  was  represented  by 
the  East-India  Company  to  be  a  losing  trade  ? — Yes,  I  am. 

2989.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  exporta* 
lion  of  British  woollens  by  the  Americans  has  decreased  or  In- 
creased latterly  ? — I  have  eo  means  of  knowing  positively ;  but 
from  my  communications  with  American  merchants  and  the 
manufacturers  in  Yorkshire,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  on 
llie  increase.  There  is  at  thistime^  I  believe,  one  of  the  largest 
orders  that  was  ever  given  out  at  one  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturers  in  yorkshire  for  the  American  Chma  trade. 

2990.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  that  order  ?-^I  do  iftot 
know  the  amount. 
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299L  Has  the  East- India  Company *s  supply  of  iroiillens  to 
China  tnule  increasetl  or  decreased  ? — rrom  a  calcubtion 
which  I  hav€  madei  il  sppears  that,  comparini^  the  imports  into 
kibrtbenme  yetrs  preceding  1819  wrtb  tne  nine  yeftri  M* 
jtimldate^  the  decrease  hat  been  2S6, 9.^9  pieces  of  wooU 
lefis,  making  in  annual  average  dei  ease   of  2^3^  pi«oea. 
^pie  total  of  the  first  nine  years,  from  1810-11  to  181B-19,  waa 
^"11389;    the  total  of  the  second  nine  yenra,  from  1819-30 
-n,  waa  1,584,4S0  pieces, 
2992*  Is  not  that  decrease  very  nearly  th€  amount  of  what 
i  been  exported  by  the  Americans  ?-*Id  the  years  1824  and 
tiie  AlMlicani  imported  into  Canton  SS^159  pieces;  in 
»  96,977  £  in  1827,  27,176  pieces*    In  broad  dotht  imporllKl 
East-India  Company  into  Canton,  there  haa  been  in 
o(^  33,255  pieces  in  tfn  laal  nine  years ;  tn  long  ells, 
hit  been  a  decrease  of  M8;068  pieeti.     In  woHcva,  there 
I  been  in  increase  of  25,040  pieces ;  in  camlets,  tliere  has  been 
^decreue  of  39,970  pieces. 
2993.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  detailed  state- 
"nt  upon  this  subject  ? — I  have  prepared  a  statement  of  tlic 
atiiy  of  woollens  of  the  different  sorts  hnport^d  by  the  East- 
Company  into  Canton  in  each  of  tlie  yeira  I  have  men- 
;  also  a  statement  of  the  rjuantity  of  British  wootleni 
bported  into  Canton  by  the  Amencant. 

[^The  xmtims  delivered  in  the  same^  Ui^tich  an  asjbilou? :'} 
rATSAIENT  of   tlie  Quaniit^  of    B»tn«tf  WooLUJit  lai|K»n«(l  into 
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LoHO  Ells; 
Pi«c«i. 

\ln} ....240,248 

1812 200,000 

1813 .200,620 

1814 209,980 

1815 179,520 

1816 128^20 

1817 130,660 

1818 103,400 

1819 118,540 

« 1,511,288 

1820 120,640 

1821  123,000 

1822 132,600 

1823 105,000 

1824 177,180 

1825 140,000 

1826 166^000 

1827 183,940 

1828 100,060 

1,248,420 

Decrease  in  Nine  Tears. .    262,868 

Annual  Decrease. . . .      29,207 


WORLETS  : 

\l\\\ 3.460 

1812 3,100 

1813 3,040 

1814     4,060 

1815 3,940 

1816 3,360 

1817 6,000 

1818 6,000 

1819 4,000 

1820 4,000 

1821 4,000 

Carried  forward. .  8,000 


36,960 


Wo&LSTS,  ctmiinued. 

PieoeL       Flei 

Brought  forward.    8,000       36 

1822 4,600 

1823 3,520 

1824 7,800 

1825 8,000 

1826 10,080 

1827 14.000 

1828 6,000 

62 

Increase  in  Nine  Years. .        25 

Annual  Increase ....         2 


Camlits  : 

'Z\ »«."» 

1812 22,340 

1813 22.020 

1814 23,010 

1815 20.000 

1816 14,390 

1817 13,890 

1818 14,250 

1819 12,000 

1820  ..   15,000 

1821   15,830 

1822 19,000 

1823 11,340 

1824 12,000 

1825 12,000 

1826 17,000 

1827 13,:^00 

1828 4.700 


leo 


I 


36,960 


Decrease  in  Nine  Years. . 
Annual  Decrease.  • 


120 

39 
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1834^....BniMlClotlii Pieen  10,257  Mr.A.Dunm. 

Camlets 4,338 

Long  ella 7,842 

BombsMU 672 

23,159 

1825-4....  BraodClollw 12,067 

Camlcta 4,2«H) 

LoogcUs   10,620 

26,977 

1836-7.... Brood  Clotbt 14,064 

CamWu 3,272 

Loogdls   8.040 

~      '  1,K00 

27,176 


Pifcet. 

1818.19. .  Broad  dotbi. ...     769 

CMnlcta. 4,188 

4,957 


IB26.7 27.176 

IM18-9 4,9:.6 

Increase 2'J,219 


2994.  Hare  you  any  knowledge  of  the  trade  in  woollens  car- 
ried on  by  the  Ruiaians  with  China  ? — During  the  former  part 
of  the  dme  I  carried  on  buainess  in  London,  I  executed  several 
orders  both  for  St.  Petertburgh  and  Moscow ;  they  were  British 
woollens,  which  I  afterwards  found  were  intended  for  the  China 
trade,  though  I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time. 

29d5.  Of  what  description  of  woollens  ? — The  colours  were 
mudh  the  same  as  those  exported  by  the  East- India  Company, 
tmt  the  quality  of  the  cloth  was  considerably  thicker. 

2996.  Up  to  what  period  was  this  ? — Previous  to  the  year 
1812. 

2997.  What  was  the  price  of  cloth  at  that  time,  as  compared 
with  the  price  now  ? — The  cloth  sent  out  to  Russia  was  from 
17«.  to  20f.  per  vard,  and  the  same  quality  certainly  may  be 
procured  now  at  from  lOf.  to  12f.  or  even  less. 

2998.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  that  trade  is  not 
now  carried  on  from  England  ? — From  the  heavy  duties  which 
have  been  laid  by  the  Russian  government  upon  English  cloths, 
and  a  reduction  of  duty  upon  Prussian  cloths :  indeed,  English 
doths  are  not  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Russia  for  transit  at 
lU,  whilst  the  Prussian  cloths  are  allowed  to  be  entered  for  that 
purpose  at  a  Tery  trifling  duty. 

S999.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  duty  in  Russia  ? — I  cannot 
state  it  exactly ;  I  believe  the  duty  upon  fine  English  cloths 
iflBounts  to  between  6$.  and  7«.  a  yard ;  upon  Prussian  cloths  it 
is  not  near  half  that  amount 

SOOO.  Pkreviotts  to  the  imposition  of  this  duty,  can  you  state 
to  what  amount  that  trade  was  ever  carried  on  ? — No,  I  cannot; 

2  T 
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I  was  engaged  in  it  but  to  a  very  small  extent*  Tliere  were 
some  houses  that  were  fiearlv  altogether  employed  in  preparing 
cloths  for  that  purpose  ;  Messrs.  Austins'  and  Messrs.  Shep- 
pard'g  houses. 

3001,  Has  there  been  any  disposition  shown  lately  by  the 
Hanse  Towns  to  engage  in  the  woollen  trade  with  China?— 
They  have  lately  appointed  a  consul,  who  is  now  on  his  passage 
to  Canton  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  Continental  manufac- 
tures into  China ;  woollens  particularly.  They  have  not  yet 
commenced  business ;  but  he  has  gone  over  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information,  and  by  the  report  which  be  gives  the 
shipments  will  be  guided. 

3002^  At  present  do  you  understand  that  they  have  every 
confidence  that  that  trade  may  be  carried  on  witn  success? — 
They  have. 

300S*  Do  you  know  what  are  the  prices  of  the  same  kind  of 
goods  at  the  Hanse  Towns  as  compared  with  tlie  British  ?— < 
Till  within  this  last  two  or  three  years  the  fine  English  dothi 
were  not  at  all  saleable  on  the  Continent;  but  very  considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  cloths  in 
this  country,  particularly  in  Leeds,  and  they  have  lately  found 
their  way  all  over  the  ContineiU ;  they  have  been  sold  in  con- 
siderable quantities  for  the  fairs  at  Leipsic  and  at  Frankfort,  and 
in  other  parts  of  Germany. 

300 4r.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  probability  that  English 
woollens  may  find  their  way  into  China  by  shipment  from  the 
Hanse  Towns?— I  think  it  is  very  probable. 

3005.  Supposing  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  do  you  think 
the  English  merchants  would  have  a  greater  advantage  in  send- 
ing out  woollens  to  China  than  the  German  merchants  and  the 
Hanse  Towns  merchants?— Tbey  would  have  the  advantage  of 
the  difference  of  expense  in  transporling  them  to  Hamburgh 
and  other  places, 

300G.  Would  not  the  price  give  the  English  merchants  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  other  merchants  ? — ^Cerlainly, 

3007.  In  what  degree  would  individuals  purchase  woollens  at 
more  advantage  than  the  Company?— In  consequence  of  the 
objectionable  clauses  which  are  in  the  contracts  of  the  East- 
India  Company.  Tlie  manufacturer  must  always  provide  for 
those,  and  in  consequence  be  lays  an  additional  price  ;  at  least 
I  always  found  it  necessary  to  do  so  when  I  was  engaged  in  the 
trade. 

3008.  Do  you  think  he  would  prefer  selling  to  an  individual 
at  five  per  cent,  less  price  than  to  the  Company  at  their  price  ? 
— It  depends  in  some  measure  upon  the  nature  of  the  cloth  which 
is  wanted.  In  some  instances  five  per  cent*  more  would  be  con- 
sidered about  a  fair  price  ;  but  in  others,  perhaps  two  and  a  haif» 
or  even  lesj*  than  that. 
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Imqxs. 


3009.  UpoQ  the  whole,  would  three  to  four  per  cent,  place 
tiro  upon  a  level  ? — About  three  to  four  per  cent. 

3010.  Doei  that  include  the  difference  with  respect  to  the 
ijt'mg? — No,  that  is  quite  independent  of  the  laving  in  dyeing. 

•carletf  the  difTercDcc  betwixt  being  dyed  in  London  iod 
ifkihire  would  make  a  saving  on  the  coM  of  the  cloth  of  13  fmr 
bU;  in  purple  of  17  per  cent.;  and  in  mazarint  blue  it  would 
fO  per  cent*     Altogether,  in  having  Kpani»h  stripe  clnrlui 
\  Bnished  in  Yorkshire  instead  of  London*  and  buying 
a  nrivatc  merchant  duet,  about   1^  per  cent,  on  the 
would  be  saved  in  the  six  colours,  of  which  the  largest 
ty  is  exported  by  the  Eaa  India  Comfmny. 

IL  Then,  in  your  opinion,  an  individual  can  be  supplied  in 
imt  with  doth  already  dyed  about  15  per  cent  chea{wr 
the  Company  ?— If  he  gets  bts  cloth  ready  dyed  in  Yotk* 
and  the  Company  dye  theirs  in  London,  he  would  have 
:  sdvuntage  aver  them  in  the  coloure,  of  which  die  grealett 
tHcy  ta  exported* 
9012.  Do  the  Company  dye  theirs  in  London? — By  fiir  the 
fnart* 
IIS.  Have  you  the  ti>eans  of  knowing  that  the  Company  do 
a  large  proportion  of  their  cloths  in  London  ?— I  have;  and 
understood   tliat  lately  some  Imve  also   been  dyed    in 
"lire. 

9014.  Do   you   mean  of  their   Yorkshire  cloths? -N0|  tbo 
hfleahm  dotbs  are  mostly  dyed  in  Yorkshire. 
90l5w  Do  you  consider  tltat  dieaper  mode  of  dyeing  in  York- 
Juce  as  good  a  colour  as  the  dearer  mode  in  London  ? 

FO. 

9016.  Do  you  attribute,  in  any  degree,  the  benefit  derived  by 
Americans  from  the  wooll*?n  trade  to  iheir  »mug|^iiug  into 
Jiina  ? — In  consequence  of  the  eviilence  given  before  the  House 
'  Commons,  I  madt.'  the  observation  M  leirefil  AmeriiAria,  ivtih 
of  ascertaining  if  it  was  ever  practised,  and  I  ttni  told  not. 

7,  Have  you  the  means  of  knowing  whether,  with  all  these 

_        there  has  been  any  increase  in  tlie  quantity  of  con- 

an  in  China  ? — Not  having  the  amount  of  what  the  AmQ* 

tave  exported   lately,    I  cannot    correctly  answer  that 

jo;  but  it  would  uppcar,  up  to  the  year  1827,  that  there  is 

f  incn^ase  of  the  A  men  can  importations  into  Canton,  but 

!  it  i>ot  much,  com^mred  with  the  two  previous  years, 

la^^tlie  dyeing  as  good   in  Leeds   as  in  London?  — 

Jly  so. 

19.  Aa  you  have  a  very  general  knowledge  of  the  manufac* 
t  and  trade  in  cloth  upon  the  Continent,  is  it  yotir  opinion 
I  in  any  part  of  the  ronlinenl,  a  n»i  r  uTcd 

with    lilt  cloth   lurmslicd  by  ti.  /—I 
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y  Mdr,  1830.   should  be  incltiied  to  think  not  at  present.     A  few  years  ago 
— —  ,       tliev  had  advantages  over  us ;  but  I  think  they  have  nol  now, 
•       ^'^'*'  owmg  to  ihe  Improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  manu- 
facture in  this  country  and  the  low  price  of  the  raw  material. 
I  3020.  What  parts  of  the  Continent  do  you  think  most  likely 

!  according  to  ihe  present  state  of  the  manufacture,  to  enter  into 

competition  with  this  country? — The  woollen  manufacture  of 
Saxony  I  should  consider  the  most  likely  to  injure  us* 
3021,  Ts  that  of   the  lower   or  higlter  quality  of  cloth? — 

rThe  tower  and  the  middle  qualities  of  cloth. 
3022*  Is  it  not  the  case  that  in  former  times  there  was  a  con- 
siderable manufacture  of  cloth  in  Silesia,  which  was  adapted 
especially  for  the  Uussian  trade?  — I  believe  so. 

3023.  Does  that  manufacture  still  exist  and  flourish  to  the 
same  extent?  ^I  believe  it  does.  I  have  not  had  any  informa- 
tion to  the  contrary,  excepting  this  last  year;  I  am  told  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  sell  so  much  cloth  as  they  formerly 
did  on  the  Continent,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  the 
English. 

3024.  Are  you  aware  of  the  state  of  the  manufacture  of  cloth 
generally  in  Russia  ? — Since  ray  arrival  in  London  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  principal  and  the  most  extensive  manufacturer 
of  woollen  cloths  in  Ilussia  has  failed ;  a  manufacturer  who  went 
from  the  West  of  England  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
woollen  mnnufacture  in  Russia^  and  found  that  it  would  not 
answer  his  purpose  to  do  so^  and  in  consequence  gave  up  the 
idea  altogether, 

3025.  Where  was  the  manufacture  in  Russia  which  has  failed? 
—  In  St*  Petersburgh,  or  the  immediate  neighbourhood* 

3026.  Are  you  aware  that  the  cloth  manufacture  in  Russia  is 
protected  and  fostered  very  much  by  the  government  ?— Yes* 

3027.  Then  you  attribute  the  failure  of  the  trade  in  clotli  to 

Russia  to  two  causes,  to  the  heavy  duties  that  are  laid  upon 
British  cloth,  and  the  lower  duties  whicli  are  imposed  upon 
Prussian  ? — Yes. 

3038.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  are  cloths  of  a  particular 
quality  and  colour  admissible  into  Russia  at  a  lower  duty  than 
cloths  generally  ? — Yes- 

3029,  Do  you  know  whether  the  cloth  tliat  the  Russian 
soldiers  are  clothed  with  is  manufactured  by  native  manufac- 
turers? — I  have  made  inquiries  regarding  that  subject,  and  I 
cannot  get  satisfactory  information  upon  it ;  by  some  I  have 
been  told  that  it  is  manufactured  in  the  country  ;  by  others,  that 
it  is  manufactured  in  Breslau  and  the  neighbourhood. 

^  3030.  Can  you  state  whether  the  export  of  woollens  to  IndiAi 
since  the  trade  was  opened  in  I8l4-»  has  increased  to  any  great 
degree  ?— To  a  very  great  extent  indeed. 
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S03L  Much  more  than  to  Cluaa  ?— Mucli  motv  than  to  Chtnm*    ^  ^v.  I«io, 
The  exportatloD  aitiouated,  for  the  year  ending  5th  January    ..  "T^J*. 
U29.  to  30,455  pieced  of  doth.  ^'"  ^'  ^***- 

3032.  Can  you  state  what  it  was  in  ISli  P^For  the  ansvoer  to 
Iku  ifuaium^  ite  Mr.  Diton4  evidence  cf  TkuTida^  theWik^ 

iOSS.  Can  you  state  what  were  the  aittclea  which  coropoMd 
tte  large  order  of  which  you  have  npoken,  which  it  now  being 
taaeuied  in  Yorkshire  ?— Cloths  of  diffurent  descriptions^  simlUr 
la  what  the  Eaat^Indta  Company  sent  out* 
*  30M.  Ara  you  awvre  whether  tliere  have  been  any  new  aiti* 
des  of  manufacture  of  late  years  exported  hy  the  AoiericanSt 
liMt  are  likely  to  stiit  tlie  habiu  ot  the  Chinese  ? — There  is  on« 
aow  pfciNLring  in  Yorkshire;  and  from  tlie  informattOli  wWdll 
\mm  opoD  the  subject,  I  am  told  that  tlie  demand  is  likaly  to  ba 
inaBeiiae^  both  in  India  and  China.  It  is  a  woollen  cloth  made 
vilh  A  eotlon  warp ;  it  may  be  made  extremely  thin,  and  at  the 
ana  tieao  tmieb  atrtmgar  than  a  woollen  cloth  of  pcrliaps  thrae 
teaa  times  the  substance. 

3035.  Is  there  any  order  for  that  to  any  extent  now  in  execu* 
taon  ?^  It  is  not  in  a  situation  yet  of  receiving  orders  for  it,  but 
it  wiM  be  very  shortly. 

S0S6.  Have  you  anv  means  of  knowing  what   the   Chinese 

"  ' ;  of  thia  cloth  P-^It  has  been  shown  to  gentlemen  who  have 
I  »  China  and  also  in  India,  and  their  opinion  t^  what  I  have 


8087.  You  have  stated,  that  at  the  India- House  fees  are  paid 
the  estamination  of  the  cloths*  and   llmt  sometimes  6c/., 
ls.«  sometimes  as  high  as  %$, ;  are  llioae  fees  arbitrary, 
'  are  they  regulated  ?— They  are  always  stated  by  the 
'  in  their  cootracta. 

So  that  they  are  known  by  the  manufacturers  belbr^ 
I?— Yes. 
3089.  Is  the  commission  also  known  ?— it  is. 


JotTtf,  \\<^  die  Martiij  1830* 

rALTER  STEVENSON  DAVIDSON,  Esq.    •gtin  called 
in,  and  examined* 

Ou  You  were  the  senior  partner  of  one  of  the  two  leading 
I  of  biismesa  in  Canton  ? — I  was. 

WOl  you  state  any  advantages  or  disadvantages  which 
I  yoiir  opinion,  result  to  the  Brtlinh  trade  generally  in  China, 
'  \  the  existence  of  the  East-India  Company  under  the  present 
lions? — I  believe  1  can   state  both  3«1  vantages  and  disod- 
r  divide  themselves  into  two  heads,  tliat  h  to 
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say^  commercial  and  political.  I  shall  commeiice  with  the  com- 
merciaL  The  influence  of  the  East- India  Company,  who  can 
and  da  act  with  unity  and  vigour,  forms  a  counterpoise  of  ines- 
timable value  against  the  Hong  monopoly,  which  individoah 
could  not  forra<  The  absence  of  this  counterpoise  would  have 
the  direct  effect  of  decreasing  the  prices  given  for  all  the  importSp 
and  of  increasing  the  prices  demanded  for  all  the  exports.  The 
Company's  support  of  banknipt  merchants  (for  the  greater 
number  of  the  Hong  in  my  lime  were  ao),  by  its  advance*  on 
teas,  has  enabled  the  consignees  of  the  country  trade  to  do  what 
could  be  done  in  no  other  country  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
namely  to  deal  symstematically  with  bankrupts,  and  thus  obtain 
much  higher  prices  for  their  merchandize.  During  the  latter 
part  of  my  stay  in  China,  although  so  much  property  passed 
through  my  handsj  I  scarcely  ever  thoyght  of  dealing  with  a 
solvent  merchant,  because  the  consequence  would  have  been  a 
great  loss  to  my  principal ;  and  this  was  all  in  consequence  of 
my  knowledge  that  I  had  the  Treasury  and  the  influence  of  the 
powerful  East-India  Company  at  my  back.  Another  advantage 
of  the  East-India  Company  tn  China  was  the  facility  to  remitters, 
through  bills  on  their  Indian  governments,  and  by  which  both 
my  constituents  and  myself  sometimes  obtained  a  better  exchange 
than  by  any  merchandise  we  could  ship,  I  have  known  large 
sums  of  money  which  were  due  to  me  by  the  bankrupt  raer- 
chanta»  and  which  I  could  obtain  in  no  other  way,  come  direct 
from  the  Company's  Hong  to  my  Hong,  being  advances  obtained 
from  the  Company*s  servants.  I  have  also  received  large  sums 
of  money  in  bills  on  England,  obtained  in  (he  same  manner, 
after  urgent  solicitation  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  to  the 
supercargoes ;  which  species  of  remittance,  in  those  days,  went 
by  a  technical  name  which  has  quite  escaped  ray  recollection.  I 
should  perhaps,  have  stated  earlier,  that  on  the  first  entering  of 
the  ships,  if  I  had  not  resolved  to  deal  with  those  insolvent  mer- 
thants,  I  fihonld  have  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the 
ships  secured,  because  the  extortions  of  the  Chinese  government 
are  always  proportioned  to  the  wealth  of  the  party  who  secures 
the  ship.  As  to  British  subjects,  I  conceive  that  such  security 
of  person  and  property  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  as  is  aflbrded 
by  a  public  body,  having  ^xety  season  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
ships  of  force  at  their  command,  the  influence  of  whidi  wa« 
always  in  my  time  extended  in  favour  of  Britisli  commerce, 
save  and  except  on  that  of  the  prohibited  article  opium.  Those 
are  the  leading  advantages  that  now  occur  to  me  of  a  commer- 
elkl  natufe.  Politically,  I  think  that  all  Englishmen  owe  the 
Company's  servants  in  Canton  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  their  in- 
fluence over  the  last  ambassador  that  went  from  this  country  to 
China,  in  inducing  him  to  abstain  from  performing  that  degrading 
act  of  reverence  termed  the  kotow.  I  call  it  not  a  ceremonyr 
because  in  China  it  is  no  ceremony,  but  a  distinct  tick  no  wledg- 
ment  of  inferiority  and  subjection  ;  untl  if  it  had  been  pcrfufRM 
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bj  ibe  imhuiimfior,   I  verily  btlfeve    tlie  Cluna    tmde  would    il  M«r.  IK». 
ml  havt  beeo  in  existence  at  thu  day.     I  will  next  state  the         '^— 
disadvsiiUges  that  I  conceive  the  exi*tciicc  of  fi»e  Ejtst-ItuUt  ^-^  ^^^^^ 
Coin|»aiiy,  under  the  present  system,  to  be  productive  of;  imd         ^' 
really  1  think  they  are  both    few  and  unimportant.     It  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Company's  servants  to  stop  aU  Bririih  trade ; 
and  It  is  no  doubt  possible  that  such  power  may  be  exercised  on 
mUtaken  motives,  and  for  speculative  advantages.  I  was  present 
duriog  iJi0  two  great  stoppages  hi   lb  1 4  and    1821,  and  such 
bterruplioiliortrade  have  certainly  bet;u  **  few  and  fut  between.'* 
I  waa  a  pii^  who,  1  believe,  as  mi  individual,  suBered  as  mtidl 
on  bolk  oottabnit  either  tmmediattfly  or  pruiipccti%*ely»  as  per» 
kaaa  mttj  OM  imcoonected  with  the  Company ;  and  1  can  con- 
ftjt  that  I  believe  tlie  stoppagi^  or  I8H,  whic  h  was 
I  Iqp'tlia  Company's  servants,  to  have  b  nn* 

Ms*    Stciiriiy  against  iu  being  done  cv  .      >  ("^ 

grounds,  con  only  be  found  in  the  cliiijruvter  o(  the 
e;  luid  the  deep  responsibility  which  iHivy  incur,  not  otdy 
io  their  own  immediate  employers,  but  to  the  country  at  large. 
1  wfll  explain  what  I  mean  by  saying  that  I  suffered  deeply 
tqwdf  from  these  occurrences.  In  18U,  the  conduct  of  my 
boope  was  so  imich  diiiapproved  of  by  some  of  its  constiiuents* 
ibr  not  protesting  against  the  conduct  of  tlic  East- India  Coin- 
pttijf,  taal  we  lost  a  large  |K>rtioti  of  valuable  business*  The 
acttianta  of  Bombay,  upon  that  occmion,  framed  a  memorial 
to  tlie  Board  of  Control,  setting  forth  the  great  advantages  of 
their  trade  to  tha  Eatt^India  Company,  bv  reason  of  the  duty 
pttd  Ml  the  cotton  in  the  first  instancQ ;  also*  by  the  terrttorisJ 
wnmam  of  that  part  of  the  Company's  own  territory  in  the 
Gaatrat,  from  wliich  the  cotton  came ;  and  again,  from  the 
4ilti8a  on  the  return-cargoes  from  China  ;  and  they  contt'iukJ, 
thai  the  Eost^India  Conipuny  hod  no  right  to  stop  tlieir  ships 
01  Chiaa»  which  gave  tliem  just  cause  to  seek  remuneration  by 
la  actioti  at  law.  That  the  case  pressed  unon  them  with 
peculiar  hardship  I  always  deeply  regretted  ;  tlmt  the  law  was 
r  aide  of  the  Com|>3ny  I  never  doubted.  I  liave  by  me 
i  of  bond  given  by  the  owners  of  country  ships  to  the 
ay's  Bengal  Government  in  India,  before  setting  sail  for 
i  I  in  which  it  clearly  appears,  that  all  Hritieh  nierclmntj 
by  such  sufereoce  as  they  did,  were  bound  to  conform 
orders  of  the  Company  s  servants  in  China.  I  say 
thing  of  the  original  Act  of  Charter,  because  that  ia  within 
!  reacti  of  this  Committee,  and  bears  also  strongly  upon  thai 
in  the  stoppage  of  1821,  which  was  brought  abettt 
!  Obineae  and  not  the  East- India  Company,  the  su|ier- 
1  tkeo  prevented  only  the  entruiK-e  of  ccmntry  ships,  not 
loa£tig  and  deporting  from  the  port  of  Canton  ;  and  it  is  ii 
tbal  country  ships  did  load  and  depart  quietly,  at  a  time 
li&aeemed  to  be  pretty  universally  conHidereil  that  the 
Caaipaay^a  ihips  would  have  been  lorced  to  u^^^unie  a  huKlile 
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attitude,  pendine  a  reference  lo  England.  There  h  another 
commerciii]  dUadvaotaget  but  it  is,  perliaps,  hardly  wordiy  of 
being  mcDtlooed ;  such  U  the  jealousy  entertained  by  the  Eait* 
India  CompsDj  respecting  woollens  and  worsteds*  that  I  upon , 
one  occasiaiv  aboiU  the  year  1815.  was  prevented  frora  exporting 
from  Bengal  in  a  shq>  with  myself  (a  country  ship)  a  couj^e  of 
carpets*  for  the  ttae  or  my  house  at  Canton  during  the  winter 


8042:  Has  the  Eaal-India  Catnpany's  Factory*  during  your 
experience,  giTen  qMPMfagecaent  and  protection  to,  or  thrown 
impedimenta  in  the  w«y  of  individual  British  merchants  in 
China?— During  my  time  I  never  knew  the  British  Factory 
throw  a  wilful,  or»  9A  I  conceive,  an  unnecessary  impediment 
in  the  way  of  Britiah  trade  ;  and  so  Jong  as  that  Factory  shall 
continue  to  be  constituted  of  the  same  materials  as  it  was  during 
my  time,  that  is,  of  well-educated,  intelligent,  patriotic,  and 
honest  men,  so  long  will  they»  1  conceive,  give  encouragement 
lo  that  trade,  and  even  hazard  a  departure  from  tliat  narrow 
policy  which  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  emanated  from 
tbe  Leadenhall  I  will  relate  the  occasion  to  which  I  allude* 
A  ship  to  my  consignment  lay  at  Whampoa  with  the  mosi ' 
valuable  cargo  that  in  those  days  had  ever  been  known  to 
be  in  one  small  bottom ;  the  estimated  value  was  1,600,000 
dollars  and  upwards.  Great  difficulties  then  obtained  in  the 
opium  trade,  and  threats  of  search  had  been  thrown  out  by 
the  inferior  Mandarins,  I  received  an  express  from  Wham- 
poa from  the  captain  of  the  ship,  stating  suspicious  appearances* 
and  expressing  the  greatest  alarm  in  consequence  of  both  his 
officers  having  been  taken  violently  ill  immediately  after  their 
dinner,  from  which  be  inferred  they  had  been  poisoned.  I 
immediately  collected  what  strength  I  could  from  the  irountry 
trade ;  and,  before  embarking  for  the  spot  myself,  I  wailed 
npon  the  then  chief  of  the  British  Factory:  he  was  my  intimald 
friendi  and  the  sincere  friend  of  all  Bntidi  interests.  I  said, 
*'  I  know  you  can  do  nothing  for  me  personalty,  who  am  known 
to  vou  only  as  a  foreigner :  but  there  is  £4'CK>,000  sterling  of 
Bntish  property  at  Whampoa  at  this  moment  in  the  utmost 
jeopardy ;  and  1  put  it  to  you,  whetlier,  wiUi  such  a  fleet  as 
you  have  there,  you  will  allow  that  property  to  be  plundered, 
and  particularly  as  many  lives  must  be  sacrificed  in  the  attempt." 
The  president  of  the  committee  saw  clearly  the  difficulty  he 
was  placed  in ;  but  being  most  anxious  to  render  every  assist- 
ance, he  most  considerably  devised  a  plan  which  perfectly 
satis^ed  me.  He  said,  **  You  know  as  well  as  I  what  ray  orders 
are  respecting  opium :  but  where  so  much  British  property  ii 
in  danger,  I  will  go  beyond  my  orders ;  I  will  speak  daggers  to 
them,  although  I  dare  not  use  them ;  in  short,  I  will  make  a 
demonstration  which  may  be  of  great  service/'  He  merely 
concerted  with  me  a  signal*  which  should  be  known  between 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  or  TM  HOUSE  OFCOMMONS* 

mjielf  and  cioe  of  the  Company's  whim  at  Wliampoa.  [  went 
dawn  tbe  river  wtlh  Ibe  party  I  luul  collected,  and  when  we 
iirnned  oo  board  the  veaiel  we  found  the  chief  officvr  had  dii^d  ;  ^ 
tbeaecood  remainad  iU;  die  meo  were  all  at  arms;  but  no 
miCNUMB  hftTiog  baaoi  ttanifeated  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Clmeae  to  cotooiil  anreaiioD,  the  only  use  I  had  occaaioti 
to  OHyca  of  the  praaideotVuikdiiait,  was  to  obtain  turgeofu  from 
two  <if  hta  ahioa  to  diaiecl  the  dead  ofioer ;  and  having  done  to, 
we  diaooverta  tliat  poiaoo  wat  not  the  cause  of  his  death.  We 
OMitiinied  a  atrongly-anned  watch  however,  and  upon  the  alert 
br  twenty-four  houn.  The  Chinese  eitlier  saw  tnat  wo  were 
ptf«red«  or  never  intended  the  attack,  and  the  alarm  paaaed 
over.  I  have  known  the  British  Factory  to  tlirow  impcdimenis 
ia  the  way  of  British  subjects  by  sending  them  away  from 
an  inconvenient  season  for  their  businrsn ;  but  that 
i  BMrely  the  dry  exercise  of  the  law^  and  I  never  knew  it 
raaorted  to. 
1^*^  SOiS*  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  result  of  t)iewttli> 
aJ  of  the  East-India  Company  front  China,  and  of  an  open 
to  that  country  ?*I  conceive  the  result  wtNiM»  aoooo'  or 
r  he  m  war  between  England  and  China,  accpMpanJad  bjr 
r^ide^i^wead  individual  ruin ;  unless  the  Chineae  goyami— Pt  M 
[frevioualy  either  coaxed  by  discreet^  or  coerced  by  encrgccie 
ion  into  that  amicable  and  reasonable  intercourse  with 

.     »  which  every  civUixed  slate  is  bound  by  the  dictates 

liffiatare  to  cultivate  wiUi  its  neighbours. 

S0I4.   Have  you,  or  have  you  not,  understood  that  the  best 
I  brought  to  Canton  were  placed  at  the  option  of  tlie  Com- 
'^laay  ? — In  my  time  I  really  think  there  was  an  almost  universal 
aacenion  to  that  opinion. 

3M&m  DovoUf  or  do  you  not,  consider  that  were  individual 
\  of  teat  competing  with  each  olher  to  enter  the  China 
;  ittitead  of  one  great  purchaser,  the  effect  of  it  would  be 
the  price  of  teas  in  China  ? — Certainly.  This  would 
a  any  market  on  so  thorough  a  change  of  system :  but 
:  would  gradually  subside  of  course,  because  the  higher 
thepnoe  was  raised,  the  greater  would  be  the  manufacture,  and 
the  eftct  would  then  be  a  return  to  remunerative  prices  only, 
and  tboa  matters  would  in  the  end,  most  probably,  find  their 
leteL 

9DM.  Do  you  consider  that  were  the  privileges  of  the  Eaat- 
laiAa  Cooipany  done  away  with,  the  Hong  oiefdiants  would  have 
waam  control  ovar  the  trade,  or  that  the  tfada  would  be  more 
esiattded?— It  would  be  quite  a  natural  consequence  for  the 
trade  to  boconia  more  extended  ;  but  if  the  East-India  monopoly 
iato  bo  done  away  with,  and  the  Hong  monopoly  to  continue,  it 
ioioltca  ao  ahsuitlity  too  great  to  suppose  this  country  conid 
■o)|yiit  to,  becau^  1  have  already  stated  that  the  Ea^t-lrutia 
Cooipany  is  a  c0untcr|H>ise  absolutely  necess^iry  in  countt  rurt 
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in  part,  although  tl  must  be  insufficient  to  bafance  the  Hong 
ly  A'"/J~'/       monopoly  ;  still  all  these  consequences  must  mainly  depend  upon 
*  '  the  future  acts  of  the  Chinese  government. 

30-17.  Do  you  consider  that  the  British  Factory,  by  resisting 
attempted  encroachments  of  the  Chinese  government  on  existing 
privileges,  has  or  has  not  contributed  to  the  advantage  of  foreign 
tratle  generally?-  Most  certainly:  and  that  is  what  I  conceive 
to  press  so  cruelly  upon  the  interests  of  this  coundy,  because  I 
feel  that  tliese  advantages  to  foreign  trade  are  obtained  at  the 
cost  of  Great  Britain  ;  which  trade,  I  grieve  to  say,  I  beh^evecan 
never  safely  be  opened  to  British  industry  and  enterprize,  but 
under  the  sanction  of  laws  and  regidations  founded  upon  previous 
negotiation.  I  hold  that  we  have  hitherto  possessed  the  trade 
with  China  on  the  frail  tenure  of  a  thread,  and  on  a  footing  as 
degrading  to  the  character  aa  it  is  repugnant  to  the  feeh'ngs  of 
this  nation.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when*  as  regards  our  inter* 
course  with  China,  England  shall  follow  the  dictates  of  a  wiser 
policy  without  losing  sight  of  the  maxims  of  justice  ;  when  tire 
name  of  the  East-India  Company  shall  be  known  but  in  the  piit 
Ikistory  of  the  country^  and  when  that  justly  obnoxioua  term 
monopoly  shall  be  expunged  from  the  vocabulary  of  this  greait 
enterpridng,  industriousj  and  most  commercial  people- 

SO^S,  Do  you  mean  by  foreign  trade,  all  that  trade  that  is 
carried  on  by  persons  not  British  subjects  ? — Clearly  ;  and  that 
is  the  reason  I  have  stated  that  it  h  at  the  cost  of  England  tliat 
those  advantages  have  hitherto  been  obtained. 

3049:  Have  you  visited  other  parts  of  Asia  besides  that  of 
Canton  ? — I  have  visited  all  the  four  Presidencies  of  India, 
Malacca,  Slncapore,  Java,  New  South  Wales,  many  of  the 
Eastern  islands;  and  I  have  sailed  from  India  up  the  Red  Sea, 
upon  which  occasion  Handed  at  Cosseir^  and  the  ship  proceeded 
to  Suck,  near  the  head  of  that  sea. 

3050,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  success,  or  otlierwise, 
of  Uie  trade  which  has  been  carried  on  between  China  and  the 
ports  of  continental  Europe  in  American  or  other  foreign  vessels? 
— My  knowledge  of  it  is  not  extensive ;  but  I  have  the  results 
of  some  such  adventures  now  by  me,  if  the  Committee  wish  to 
hear  them.  In  the  spriogof  IB  19,  a  very  fine  ship  under  Dutch 
colours  came  to  C*anton  ;  she  was  owned  by  a  very  intelligent 
merchant  in  Holland,  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  but  from 
motives  of  expediency  was  consigned  to  the  Butch  Factory  at 
Canton,  and  not  to  me.  I  was  of  some  service  to  the  conceni, 
however,  and  in  return  the  owner  sent  me  a  particular  statement 
of  the  result.  The  ship  was  loaded  with  tea,  and  a  small  quan* 
tity  of  cassia  h'gnea  and  sugar.  Some  of  the  sugar,  by  the  bye» 
had  been  collected  at  Siam,  where  the  ship  had  previously 
attempted  to  obtain  a  whole  cargo,  but  failed.  On  the  return 
of  that  ship  to  Holland  there  was  short  of  £1,500  sterling  lefl 
for  her  freight,  and  the  owner  in  trani^mitting  to  me  the  accou 
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vrile  am  folloin  :  ^*  I  wmited  Uie  r^miU  of  our  odfeiiture,  liiiping  ii  ^i«#. 
to  liv»  loQad  indaoemeot  to  wapmt  it.  You  will  be  sorrj  to  — 
two  tK«r  ia  Uiis  we  have  been  dmppmatmi,  Tliif  goes  by  ft  ^'^  ^' 
i«mI  from  MtddleburKh«  «rhioh,  by  m^ewmling  m  nooad  tiinei 
toe  voiald  mppofe  hid  done  well  tn  the  fikst  idrcaliire ;  but  tho 
IkI  I  Iwve  iCMOQ  to  Icnoir  ii  die  cotitniry :  and  it  is  okfy  to 
llttAy  when  I  iofurm  you  that  it  i«  not  like  our*,  a 
n^  but  divided  into  a  in^at  number  cifiliare*!  nnd 

br  a  tingle  hou«e,  catling  theiiiie(v«i  book-keeping 

ate  hmm,  do  ooubt,  only  a  smaJI  than*  themtdvMi  and  are  ooii* 
mf&mafy  aore  tbao  cooipenflaied  far  may  U>m  on  that  ahane^  hy 
spMMt  cwiwiitiioii  on  the  whole  tranaactioo.**  The  tmmm  oor- 
llOiiiiliiit,  wiitiiig  a  law  moiitha  aftaiwiift  mn  *'  Our  unfur* 
imle  CmmUm  cargo,  thoofh  aold  by  Hi  ntarfy  eight  montha 
mmt  ii  jet  nearly  jdl  *  la  aa/urJ/  and  would  now  certainly  liok 
mm  5glKiO  to  ^.mn  pounds  more  than  we  loit  b^  iu"  I  can 
iMa  «nollier  adventitre  about  which  I  knew.  A  French  houte 
ml  m  imr^  ^up  to  China,  and  tlic  cargo  was  fumishcd  by  bilit 
boM  drawn  througti  my  hou$e,  and  on  Bengal.  This  occurred 
k  1819.  In  December  1820  I  saw  tlie  owner  of  that  ship  in 
Puk  (1  Jiad  been  ac<|uainted  with  die  genderoan  ai  Canton 
wbai  bm  conducted  die  operation),  and  he  told  me  that  it  had 
bnM^^  mill  on  all  die  parties  concerned. 

Do  you  con KidcT  the  mode  adopted  by  die  Comjwny  of 
;  for  teas  with  the  Cliineae  merchants  lo  luive  been 
I  or  diiiiliiiifitraiii  ? — Highly  advantageouit  fur  the 
ijr*     In  proof  of  wnich  I  will  state,  tliat  I  have  by  me 
by  which  I  perceive  diat  teas,  whicli  I  purchaaed  in  the 
of  one  y^r  at  2i4  tales,  1  readily  sold  in  the  ihipping 
at  38t  besides  luterett  of  money  at    \2  per  cent    p«r 
i  purchased  at  36  talcs  I  obtained  50,  and  for 
at  17  uleal  got  ^,     This  is  but  an  imtwiGi 
f  mi|^t   probably  have  done  on  a  certain  scale  almost 
'  year  I  was  m  China*     I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  Icttor 
my  firm  to  a  house  in   New  South  Wiiles,  written  at  the 
;  of  the  T(ipaze*»  stoppage  in  1821 :  '*  Within   the  laKl  jbur- 
I  day*  jour  3,000  chests  of  hyson  skin  have  advanced  diree 
,  and  were  it  not  for  our  engagement  with  the  ship  Almo- 
•re  could  at  this  moment   readily  resell  and  p&%%  S,t50 
iHar»  to  your  credit ;  and  what  the  event  may  be  when  another 
'^"^l  luis  piMed  byt  we  cannot  tell ;  but  we  venture  to  pre- 
that  should  the  Contpany*s  trade  be  re«opened,  the  last  of 
twenty -one  shipf  cannot  be  loaded  with  good  tea ;  and,  on 
other    hand,   should  circumstances  unhappily  protract  the 
Itlemcnt  for  months,  it  U  notorious  that  the  up-country  dealers 
i  dial  article  will  be  ruined,  and  the  regular  etuppl^  tn  conse^ 
ace  deranijedt  whilst  you  will  be  safe  from  competition  in  die 
im  bv    '  orous  blockade  already  commenced  by  the 

uy*.  y  on  country  ships  bouod  inwards/' 
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11  Mar.  1H30.       3052.  Do  you  consider  that,  in  the  event  of  an  interruptkiii 

:        of  British  intercourse  with  China,  tea  could  be  brought  in  Chi- 

•^"*^'**  nese  vessels  in  any  quantity,  and  of  good  ouality,  to  the 
islands  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago  ? — My  experience  can  be  of 
no  use  in  answering  that  question.  The  thing  is  possible,  but 
1  should  think  the  most  improbable  thing  in  die  world  that 
it  could  be  done  bo  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  England* 
In  the  first  place>  the  law  of  China  is  expressly  against  it ; 
in  the  second  place,  the  vessels  are  of  that  precarious  and 
insecure  dcBcription,  that  certainly  none  but  such  a  body 
as  the  East- India  Company  could  think  of  trusting  their  pro* 
perty  upon  them.  When  I  say  the  East-India  Company,  I  mean 
that  or  any  other  such  body  on  which  the  failure  of  an  enter- 
prize  would  not  bring  ruin,  because  a  company,  of  course,  can 
venture  to  hazard  what  individuals  cannot  do  ;  but  I  am  satis- 
fied  that  no  individual  British  merchant  would  ever  have 
thought  of  resorting  to  such  a  desperate  expedient  in  iny  time. 

305 3i  Would  you  consider  property  of  your  own  to  be  safe 
in  Chinese  junks,  such  as  navigate  the  Chmese  seas? — Most 
certainly  not.  I  think  I  am  correct  when  I  say  that  the  calcu- 
lation in  my  time  ran  thus  :  if  seven  junks  sail  from  China  to  a 
distant  port,  one  out  of  the  seven  was  lost ;  but  I  should  say 
that  that  calculation  is  wide  of  the  truth.  On  recoUecting  my- 
selfj  I  believe  the  proportion  returning  is  too  great ;  and  from 
ivhat  I  know  of  their  construction,  outfit,  and  manning,  (for 
the  only  thing  good  about  them  is  their  conduction,  they  hare 
an  European,  generally  a  Portuguese  captain,)  I  should  ssy 
that  the  probable  loss  of  one  in  five  is  a  better  answer  to  the 
question.  The  confusion,  from  the  want  of  discipline^  ^j^^J 
prevails  on  board  those  junks^  prevents  the  European  Q&^^^^l 
ting  captain  from  having  any  authority  in  times  of  danger,  ml^ 
therefore  all  the  assistance  they  derive  from  him  is  when  they 
are  in  the  open  sea. 

3054.  Have  you  heard  that  the  losses  sustained  by  some 
individuals  during  the  great  fire  at  Canton  were  made  good  by 
the  Chinese? — Yes;  I  have  heard  so,  I  do  not  call  to  mind 
having  heard  from  what  source  tliat  was  ;  at  the  same  time,  I 
can  have  no  doubt  from  whence  the  indemnification  came.  It 
was  from  the  consoo  fund,  which  fund  is  formed  by  a  direct 
tax  on  the  foreign  trade  :  it  is  a  very  secret  fund  ;  but  I  have 
reason  to  think  it  is  levied  more  often  upon  the  imports  than 
the  exports,  consequently  the  Americans,  who  brought  a  large 
portion  of  dollars  in  my  time*  did  not  pay  their  quota  to  it* 
There  is  another  peculiarity  about  the  consoo  fund,  which  is, 
that  when  once  any  article  is  made  tributary  to  it,  which  will 
happen  in  the  origm  for  a  particular  purpose,  it  does  not  follow 
that  when  that  particular  purpose  shall  be  answered  the  tax  on 
such  article  shall  be  released,  consequently  it  is  the  most  anil- 
commerciali  oppressive,  and  infamous  tax  imaginable. 
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SOSJ.  By  whom  is  lliiii  tux  imposefl ;  by  the  Hofig  mcrdianU,  II  Mat,  itM. 

or  bjr  the  Vicrroy  at  Canton  ?— *Nii   doubt  by  the  advjce,  »nd  •; 

MrtaiBlr  with  the  connivance  of  the  Hong  merchants.  I  have  f^'8,^mdmm^ 
liai  MCaiied  it  with  thein»  «rheo  they  perfectly  adinowli>c%ed  ^' 
thejmtegii  of  my  animaciver»ion8  u|K)n  iL  It  is  the  smme  de- 
of  ibuse  whscJi  mtouIcI  prevail  lo  otlier  countrief  if 
to ;  and  I  think  there  it  a  good  deal  of  analogy 
Uiat  and  what  ig  actually  taking  place  at  this  moment 
country ;  1  allude  ie  ibe  feel  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  oUier 
of  the  day,  hairing  formeriy  rtited  the  salariet  ot  all 
Mliemiiiii  od  tlie  plea  of  the  greci  dettneia  ef  provi- 
I  n4  oCher  neceuaries  of  life  ;  and  now  we  aee  bow  dii^ull 
it  b  to  obtain  a  reduction,  although  it  be  quite  notorkma  ihaC 
iUOOO  frell  husbanded,  will  go  almost  as  far  as  £l,BM  did 
braierly  in  the  maintenance  of  a  large  family* 

MM.  By  whom  is  the  consoofond  managed  ? — By  the  Hong 
iiKTriiMiK ;  oi  leeit,  we  know  of  no  other  party  in  the  aifair. 

3€i57,  Should  you  consider  such  remuneration  of  losses  sua- 
tstocd  by  fire  as  an^  proof  of  an  amicuiblc  disposition  of  the 
Cbtoeae  government  f — Most  certainly  not.  They  bad  nothing 
ta  de  wiw  it,  I  believe  ;  but  the  Hong  mefchanUi  must  have 
'  it  convenient  at  the  moment  to  pay  off  a  few  clamorous 
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and  they  would  immediately  indemnify  tliemselves 
Ml  of  the  oonsoo  fund. 

SQ58.  Tott  mentioned  the  case  of  a  Dutch  ship  having  ob> 
tttoed  a  pertial  cargo  at  Siam^  but  was  not  able  to  obtain  the 
tMe  3  wliat  prevented  its  obtaining  the  whole  cargo ;  was  it  m 
frihical  cause,  or  a  commercial  cause  ?—!  understood  al  the 
dnie  diet  the  chief  di^cultics  had  been  tlirown  in  the  way  of 
tibe  enttfrprize  by  the  public  authorities ;  but  the  gentleman 
who  eoooiieied  the  ship,  one  of  the  mosit  inteUigent  men  I 
9t  considered  it   would   be   a  fruitleaa  attempt  to 


90&9L  Waa  it  on  account  of  the  place  being  unlit  for  com- 
:  DO  good  adventure  couM  be  made  there,  or  was  it  a 
al^tempt*  in  his  opinion,  froui  the  obstruction  put  by 
ineQt? — I  should  say  probably  both,  as  well  as  my 
I  guidea  me.  I  have  no  inforoiatiun  respecting  Siam 
1  mformation. 
You  stated  what  that  Dutch  ship  was  Mghted  with 
Irai  Cantoni  homewards,  what  was  the  cargo  outwards  from 
£aRlpe  ?-^-5he  brought  dollars  to  Siamf  which  she  calculated 
WW  have  been  sufficient  to  have  invested  the  c^argo  in  which 
she  waa  in  aearch  oti  but  having  failed  tltere,  and  coming  to 
Caatos,  tbe  cargo  slie  took  home  was  more  valuable,  and  Uie 
wete  obliged  to  supply  that  deficiency  by  bills  on 


M.  You  itated  tliat  there  was  a  loss  by  the  homeward  voy. 
ige;  was  there  a  loss  upon  the  whole  adventure,  or  ntertly  u|K>n 
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Mar.  1830.  the  return  voyage?-*!  thinks  from  the  tenour  of  my  friend's 

letter  I  have  read,  there  is  no  doubt  it  waa  a  losing  adventure 

'S'Daoidton^  Upon  the  whole*  But  I  stated  in  my  former  answer^  not  tJiat 
there  was  a  loss,  but  that  only  ahout  £1,500  was  left  as  freight 
to  the  ship. 

3062»  Is  that  the  only  adventure  which,  during  your  time  in 
China,  you  knew  of  to  Siam  ? — It  was  the  only  adventure  I  ever 
knew  much  of;  and  not  having  originated  in  China  (for  the  ship 
came  to  Canton  aller  making  the  fruitless  attempt ),  I  did  not 
collect  so  much  information  about  it  as  I  should  otherwise  have 
done ;  that  is  to  say,  my  curiosity  was  not  so  much  excited. 

3D63,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  foreigner  who  attempted 
voyages  to  Siam  ?— I  do  not. 

3064.  Or  to  any  part  of  Cochin  China? — None  whatevefi 
but  what  I  read  of  in  the  popular  history  of  that  country* 

30G5,  Vou  have  stated,  as  the  result  of  your  experience  in 
the  trade  of  Chinas  that  you  hoped  to  see  the  time  when  the 
trade  of  that  country  should  be  put  upon  a  footing  which  yoti 
would  consider  more  consonant  to  the  interests  and  dignity  of 
this  country^  by  which  all  monopoly  would  be  done  away ; 
have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  your  idea  is 
of  this  perfect  state  of  the  trade  with  China  which  you  should 
wish  to  see  established  ? — In  doing  so,  I  feel  tlmt  I  must  con- 
sider China  as  a  civilized  nation  ;  and  I  therefore  can  entertain 
no  doubt  that  vigorous  negociation  would  obtain  Great  Britain 
alt  the  pnvileges  she  can  seek  to  enjoy  m  such  a  distant  and  pe* 
culiar  county.  The  only  basis  on  which,  I  thinks  the  trade  with 
that  country  could  be  carried  on  with  safety  to  this  country, 
and  with  comfort  to  the  individuals  who  embark,  is  that  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  wherein  the  duties  of  the  foreigners  who 
visit  China  shall  be  clearly  and  distinctly  deBned,  w^herein  thetr 
right St  in  return,  shall  be  acknowledged,  and  tfie  whole  con- 
nexion proceed  upon  the  sanction  of  such  laws  and  regulations 
as  I  cannot  doubt  (it  being  always  assumed  that  China  is 
civilized)  this  country  is  in  a  state  to  exact.  At  the  present 
moment  the  government  of  China  admit  us  to  hold  intercourse 
with  them*  We  take  to  them  those  articles  which  they  require* 
and  we  receive  In  return  the  surplus  of  their  productions :  a 
state  of  things  which  I  hold  to  be  the  most  wholesome  and 
consonant  possible  with  the  interests  of  both  countries ;  and  1 
read  in  an  author  of  celebrity,  under  the  head  of  "  Right  of  all 
nations  against  one  that  openly  despises  justice,"  that  **  If  by  her 
constant  maxims,  and  by  the  whole  tenour  of  her  conduct,  alie 
evidently  proves  herself  to  be  actuated  by  that  mischievous  dis- 
position, if  she  regards  no  right  as  sacred,  the  safety  of  the 
human  race  requires  she  should  be  repressed  ;*'  and  again,  "  to 
despise  justice  in  general  is  doing  an  injury  to  all  natioms.'* 
Vattel  is  my  authority. 

306G*  And  you  arc  of  opinion  that  this  better  slate  of  tlungi 
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in  CUd*  night  be  brought  about  by  a  mure  vigormia  oxerdw  11  Mar.  laaow 
«f  amhority  oa  tbc  p«rt  of  tbia  country  ?^I  do  not  cotcrtain  a        ^— 

AM* 

S067.  Do  you  thmk  it  might  be  brought  about  by  a  more 
iriihboMitig  of  tmde,  or  that  it  would  require  any  more  rigor- 

ute  to  produce  it?— I  consider  tliat  a  vigoroui  ne^o* 

Bpanted  by  a  threat  that  tba  King  of  England 
jer  coofent  to  hold  intercounc  with  China  ou  tlw 
di^rsdif^  fooling  on  wbidi  it  \mA  hitherto  Urrn  carried  ooi 
vouU  altogether  alter  the  tone  of  the  government  of  Pekin. 

SOM.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  Company  have  generally 
iMttinedl  loo  tame  a  tone  in  their  eommunicaliona  with  the  Chl- 
oe«e  authorities  ?^B^  no  means.  I  am  quite  of  a  different 
optnioo ;  and  I  think  it  would  lia^e  been  much  better  had  the 
East-India  Company  tnstructt*d  their  servants  in  China  what 
they  w^we  to  do,  and  what  they  were  not  to  do,  and  not  lef^ 
ttmm  aoch  a  dangerous  discretion  as  has  hitherto  ticen  vested  in 
tboB.  I  uke  for  granted  in  this  answer*  tliat  the  Eaat-lndia 
rimiiany  in  London  would  ha\e  done  to  in  concert  with  His 
Mafaaiya  Government,  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  wiae  for 
lU  |iart»es  to  consider  long  ago  what  was  best  to  be  deteraioad 
tfMMt  tikstead  of  leaving  individual  traders  at  the  daily  risk  of 
tibe  loaaofall  their  property. 

But  you  are  of  opinion  that,  either  by  the  Crown  or  by 
nvi  some  attempt  should  be  made  to  put  the  trade 
Quiiete  upon  a  different  footing  from  that  on  which  it 
adi?— Certainly,  by  the  Crown. 
S07€L  Aod  you  think  that  would  be  practicable  ? — I  have  no 
ofil. 


9(1?  L  And  being  eflectsed,  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  for  thf?  interest  of  this  country  that  the   monopoly  of  tlia 
CUaa  trade  should  be  done  away  I-' ^Certainly. 
WfSl.  And  that  the  trade)  under  such  circumstanceit  could 
(Ctioditeted  with  more  advantage  to  the  country? — Certainly; 
llMSiig  taken  for  granted,  however,  that  when  the  Enghsh  mo* 
4f  it  done  away>  which  should  be  subsequent  to  the  nego- 
liie  Chinese  Hong  monopoly  in  its  present  mischievous 
I  should  be  stipulated  to  cease. 
.  How  long  is  il  since  you  left  China  ? — 1  left  China  in 
alb  of  February  1822. 
W74.  You  have  spoken  of  the  number  of  Chinese  junks  that 
kvtt ;  by  whom  are  the  junks  freighted  ? — By   ChinesQ 

.3075.  What  do  tboia  cargoes  generally  consist  of  ?—Sudi 
lea  aa   find  a  sale  in  Java  and  the  neighbouring  islands, 
eipally*  I  believe,  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  settlers  in  those 
irho  are  very  numerous;  teas,  silksf  nankeens,  sugar- 
9mA  ao  ff  tho 
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3076.  What  are  the  principal  ports  toVhich  they  resort  ?^ — Ba* 

—'^        tavia  IB  the  very  principa]  one ;  at  Malacca^  and  Sincapore,  and 

ir.^.Zkiiwfwn,  ^J^^ii]J^  ^^y  are  constantly  seen;  at  Banca,  at  various  ports 

***         in  Borneo,  and  even,  I  believe,  as  distant  as  the  Archipelago 

of  Celebes  and  the  Gulph  of  Carpentaria^  on  the  north  coast  of 

New  Holland. 

8077.  Can  you  form  any  estimate  of  the  amount  of  trade 
carried  on  between  Canton  and  the  Eastern  Isles  ? — No  I  can- 
not form  any  exacts  or  even  approximate  estimate  of  it, 

3078.  If  it  should  he  found  impracticable  to  coerce  tlie 
Chinese  government  in  the  manner  you  liave  stated,  do  you 
think  the  mode  in  which  the  trade  is  carried  on  now  is  the  most 

beneficial  and  secure  ?-^ Unquestionably,  if  I  connect  tlie  bene- 
ficial with  the  secure  consideration. 

3079.  It  is  presumed  that  the  vigorous  negociation  you  re* 
commend,  must,  of  course,,  be  accompanied  with  a  commen- 
surate naval  force  to  carry  it  into  effect  with  success  ? — I  should 
think  there  is  ample  time  to  try  a  much  milder  mode  of  negoti- 
ation^  before  the  period  will  arrive  when  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  adopt  the  last  measure. 

3080.  Supposing  that,  by  negotiation  of  any  description, 
success  could  not  be  obtained  in  that  object,  do  you  tliink  that 
what  is  called  the  Company's  monopoly  is  necessary  to  counter- 
balance the  Hong  monopoly  ? — I  have  al ready «  in  my  answer  to 
one  of  the  questions,  stated  that  such  is  my  decicfed  and  un* 
equivocal  opinion. 

3081.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  profit  and  loss  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  country  trade  between  China  and  India  since 
1813?^ I  should  suppose  it  has  been  much  less  profitable  tlian 
formerly. 

3082.  Has  it  been  upon  the  whole  a  profitable  trade? — What 
It  has  been  since  1822  I  cannot  speak  at  all ;  but  during  tlie  last 
three  or  four  years  of  my  residence  in  China  I  fear  tliat  it  w^ 
upon  the  whole,  the  contrary, 

3083.  Were  not  the  embassies  carried  on  by  Lord  Macai 
and  Lord  Amherst  with  a  view  of  establishing  commercial  rela- 
tions between  Cbtna  and  England  ? — I  always  understood  ao. 

3084.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  any  rea^n  why  thoie 
embassies  did  not  succeed  in  their  object  ? — Because  they 
professed  to  be  but  complimentary  embassies,  and  tlierefore 
not  calculated  to  succeed  witli  the  Cliinese  government* 

3085.  Had  they  stated  their  distinct  object  to  be  that 
commerce,  is  it  your  opinion,  from  the  knowledge  you  have  of 
the  character  of  the  Chinese  government^  that  they  would  hate 
been  received  at  all?— They  certainly  w^ould  not  have  been 
more  likely  to  be  received  into  the  imperial  presence  had  tlier 
stated  such,  than  in  the  manner  in  which  they  went*  whick 


I 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  of  tbb  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  S3l 

was  of  aU  thingfl  the  most  oomplimentary  to  the  government  of  U  Mar.  i8so. 

China.  

90a8.  When  you  stated  that  you  expected  tuccetsful  results  ^*^'^^*^» 
/roB  a  more  vigorous  nesotiatton,  did  you  contemplate  coercion 
by  war? — I  stated,  I  uiink,  in  a  former  answer,  that  what  I 
neaaC  hj  coercion  in  the  first  instance,  was  a  Uireat  tliat  the 
King  of  England  could  no  longer  tolerate  the  degraded  state  of 
maalage  in  which  his  subjects  were  held  in  China,  without 
privilegea,  without  protection,  without  safety,  either  to  persons 
or  property. 

S067.  Do  you  think  that  such  threat,  unaccompanined  with 
force,  would  produce  the  effect  which  you  expect  upon  the 
government  of  China? — I  confess  I  must  entertain  doubu 
whether  it  would. 

3086.  Then  your  ultimate  view  would  be,  that,  supposing 
nch  an  attempt  w«re  to  be  made  by  the  King  of  Enslano,  that 
that  attempt  in  its  ultimate  result  must  contemplate  the  sending 
iforoe,  and  m  fiict,  going  to  war? — That  is  just  the  point  to 
wliidi  I  come,  provmed  I  be  justified  in  stating,  what  I  believe 
I  have  afa-eady  done  in  a  previous  answer,  that  the  common 
rii^t  of  aD  civilized  states  to  insist  on  holding  reasonable  inter- 
course with  eadi  other,  is  acknowledged  by  the  best  writers  on 
the  hnr  of  nations. 


Putting  the  right  out  of  the  question,  what  rational 
eipectation  womd  be  formed  of  any  wamre  carried  on  against 
a  nataoa  of  a  population  so  immense  ? — During  many  year's 
residence  in  China,  the  suUect  was  constantly  discussed.  We 
hsd  the  information  derived  from  the  first  embassy  as  well  as 
irom  the  last,  and  I  never  heard  any  man  who  had  given  his 
mnd  to  the  subject,  but  came  to  this  conclusion,  that  although 
the  popidation  of  China  may  be  250,000,000,  20,000  British 
troops  might  march  firom  Canton  to  Pekin  at  any  moment  with« 
out  nindiance  or  molestation. 

S090.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  consistent  with 
jmtice  that  the  English  nation  should  mardi  an  army  of  20,000 
men  from  Canton  to  Pekin,  merely  because  the  government  of 
China  do  not  confer  upon  British  subjects  those  commercial 
advantages  to  which  you  think  thev  are  justly  entitled  ? — It  is 
not  commercial  advantages  that  I  have  ever  said  I  would  make 
war  to  contend  for ;  but  if  the  Emperor  of  China  permits,  as  he 
has  done,  Englishmen  to  reside  within  his  dommions  for  the 
puipusea  of  trade,  I  think  it  is  his  duty  to  protect  them,  to 
fbttter  that  trade,  and  to  see  that  his  officers  do  justice  to  those 
who  are  enterprizing  enough  to  undertake  it,  and  to  rely  upon 
his  imperial  protectMO  and  hospitality. 
3091.  If  foreigners  settle  in  any  country  for  the  purpose  of 
nerce,  or  fmr  any  other  purpose,  is  not  one  of  the  condi- 
I  on  whidi  they  reside  in  such  country  an  obedience  to  the 
2x 
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11  Map.  1830.  lftW8>  and  a  conformity  with  the  customs  of  that  country  ?— - 

Certainly. 

Em*  3092.  Are  there  any  roads  from  Canton  to  Pekin  for  tro^M 

to  march  on  ?— I  really  do  not  know,  but  there  is  on  modem 
maps  a  distinct  tract  of  Lord  Amherst's  route  from  Pekin  ta 
Canton.    I  hare  such  a  map  in  an  atlas  in  my  own  possesakm* 

3093.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  Chinese  maps  of  the  road?<^ 
I  think  not. 

3094.  Vfo  you  conceive  that  a  commercial  treaty  with  Chuia 
would  be  best  negociated  by  the  East-India  Company*  or  by  an 
ambassador,  or  any  other  party  directly  accredited  by  the 
Crown  ? — By  an  ambassador  direct  from  the  Crown. 

Mr.  ABRAHAM  DIXON  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

lA*.  A,  Dixon.  3095.  The  witness  requests  he  may  be  allowed  to  answer  the 
following  question,  which  was  put  to  him.  on  his  former  exaBB- 
nation,  on  TuesdiE^  the  9th  of  March  instant: — ^What  was  Ae 
number  of  cloths  exported  by  the  free-traders  in  the  year  end* 
ingthe  5th  of  January  1828?— Of  British  woollens,  30,288 
pieces,  and  of  Foreign  552 ;  together,  30,841  pieces.  In  the 
30,555  pieces,  which  I  before  stated  to  have  been  shipped  in 
the  following  year,  is  included  1,414  pieces  of  foreign  wooflea 
doth.  This  quantity  of  30,555  pieces,  exported  by  the  fiiee* 
traders  to  India  alone,  to  the  four  ports  only  to  which  thev 
have  access,  exceeda  that  of  tlie  East-India  Company  to  both 
India  and  China,  during  the  period,  by  fifly  per  cent. ;  thear 
export,  according  to  the  papers  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, having  onfy  been  20,370  pieces,  in  which,  I  believe,  is 
included  the  cloth  for  the  use  of  tne  army. 

3096.  You  have  stated  that  you  had  been  engaged  at  a 
Blackwell-hall  factor  till  the  year  1822  in  London,  and  that 
you  are  now  engaged  in  the  woollen  trade  as  a  manufiu^turer  at 
Lreeds?— I  stated  that  I  am  now  a  fbreign  commission  aeent, 
and  have  been  so  for  sevend  past  at  Leeds  and  in  Hudderneld. 

3097.  What  was  the  name  of  your  house  in  London  ? — Abra- 
ham Dixon  and  Company,  and  previous  to  that,  John  Hlomfll 
and  Company. 

3098.  What  is  the  firm  of  the  house  with  which  you  are  ooih 
nected  in  Yorkshire  ? — I  have  no .  partner ;  I  have  been  alone 
for  some  years. 

3099.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the  CompMy 
with  broadcloths  ? — During  the  time  that  I  resided  in  London 
frequently. 

3100.  What  is  the  process  by  which  the  Company  bny  those 
goods  ? — By  public  tender  and  contract. 

^3101.  Did  you  find  any  difiiculty  in  the  dealings  you  hid 
with  the  Company  ? — No. 
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8102.  Afe  700  aware  cbat  the  Company   buy  their  goods  11  Mar.  183«. 

under  a  bye-law  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that.  , 

SlOa.  DidyM  find  that  the  Company  fulfilled  their  engage-  ^"^'^^^'^ 

ftithfoliyai -^    ^     • 


r  and  hooourahly  with  you  ? — Perfectly  ao. 
SlCMu  You  stated  that  there  were  certain  fees  forming  apart 
of  the  cooUracty  weie  they  fixed  fees  or  arbitrary  fees  ? — They 
were  alwsys  stated  in  the  DoliGe  of  the  tender  m  the  contract 
ai  fixed  fees. 

5105.  Were  there  not  fines  imposed  upon  parties  who  fiuled 
to  delifer  a  proper  article  ? — There  were. 

5106.  Have  you  erer  been  subject  to  those  fines ?^Duriog 
my  transactions  with  the  Company  I  do  not  recollect  Uiat  I 
eier  had  to  pay  one  fine ;  but  if  I  Kad,  it  was  of  a  rery  trifling 


$107.  Have  you  had  any  fiurilities  given  you  by  the  Com- 
psny,  such  as  receiving  money  on  discount  biefore  it  was  due  ? 
— Aot  during  the  time  that  I  resided  in  London,  but  perhaps 
oy  partners  might ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

3106.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company  are  often  in  tlie 
bsbit  of  giving  those  fiidlities  to  persons  witn  whom  they  trade  ? 
—I  believe  they  do  so  when  applied  to  for  that  purpose. 

3109.  Do  you  consider  that  an  advantage  ?— Certainly  it  is 
n  advantage. 

3110L  Do  jTOu  apprehend  that  this  mode  of  contract  is  disad- 
nmlsgeous  to  the  Company  ? — I  think  so. 

Sill.  In  what  respect? — In  consequence  of  the  fines  and  of 
the  reactions,  many  houses  are  deterred  from  entering  into  the 
contracts :  indeed  many  houses,  to  my  knowledge,  would  not 
eater  into  the  business  at  all,  in  consequence  of  the  danger  of 
ntfeetioBS  and  being  subject  to  fines. 

3112.  Did  you  refuse  to  supply  the  Company  when  you 
ipsve  engaged  in  that  trade  whenever  an  opportunitv  offered? 
— ^If  those  fines  had  not  been  imposed,  we  should  have  gone 
lo  a  greater  extent  in  our  tenders  for  cloth  to  the  East-India 
GeoDpany. 

3113.  Botf  to  a  certain  extent,  you  were  always  willing  to 
engage  with  the  Company  ?->lVhen  we  liad  not  other  employ- 
nwnt  for  our  manufactories  in  Yorkshire. 

3114.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  Company 
have  idways  thrice  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  to  them  for 
which  they  have  occasion?— I  believe  that  is  frequently  the 


3115.  Do  you  think  that  is  any  proof  of  the  disadvantage 
that  the  manufacturers  labour  unocr  in  dealing  with  the 
Company? — There  are  always  people  that  ore  dcfiirouR  of 
doing  business.  They  would  tender  at  a  liigli  price,  tliut 
would  cover  the  risk  of  fines  and  rejections. 
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3116.  Are  you  aware  that  tlie  Company  take  the  lowest  ten- 
der ? — I  believe  they  do. 

3117.  Have  manufacturers  access  to  the  Company's  samples, 
and  arc  you  furnished  witli  portions  when  you  desire  to  Bern 

them  ?— Yes* 

3118*  You  stated  that  the  overlookers  are  very  strict  in  their 
examination,  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  them? — So  it  is  stated 
in  tlie  contracts. 

3119.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company  occasionally  take 
goods  at  a  small  reduction  of  price,  which  are  not  eoual  to  the 
standard,  in  order  to  favour  the  manufacturers?— They  do^  I 
believe,  sometimes. 

3120.  Were  you  engaged  formerly  with  Hamburg  and  Am* 
sterdam»  and  other  places  in  Europe  ?^ — Yes. 

312L  And  you  had  also  an  establishment  in  the  United  State* 

of  America? — 1  had, 

3122.  Have  you  withdrawn  from  tliose  establishments  ? — Yea* 
3123*  For  what  reason  ? — In  the  year  1826,  the  firm  in  Lon* 

don  to  which  1  belonged  was  unfortunate  in  business. 

3124.  To  what  causes  do  jou  attribute  your  losses  in  trade? 
— It  arose  from  bad  debts,  made  chiefly  in  this  country,  arising 
principally  from  our  banking  or  agency  business  in  London,  m 
consequence  of  the  great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  every  de«; 
ficription  of  property  in  1825  and  1826.  | 

3125.  Was  your  trade  to  America  profitable  ?— Yea.  ; 

3126.  Were  the  dealings  you  had  with  the  Company  profit-' 
able,  or  otherwise? — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  were 
profitable. 

SI 27,  Are  you  at  present  mterested  in  the  house  of  Joshua 
Taylor  &  Co.? — No,   not  for  many  years  past;  not  since  1822. 

3128-  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  have  many  deaU 
ings  with  the  Company  ?— »I  believe  they  have, 

3129,  Arc  you  aware  of  what  became  of  the  cloths  tliat  the 
Company  rejected  when  you  supplied  them  wiih  a  quantity,  and 
when  some  were  rejected? — About  the  year  1812  or  1815,  or 
ratlicr  previous  to  the  year  1815,  they  were  generally  sold  to 
the  Mogadore  merchants ;  since  that  they  have  been  chiefly 
sold  to  the  private  traders  for  India  and  China. 

3130,  At  any  reduction  in  price? — Sometimes  they  have  been 
sold  at  a  reduction  of  price,  and  sometimes  at  an  advance  of  i 
Indeed,  some  of  the  cloths  have  been  sent  to  America,  anc 
tliere  to  American  China  merchants, 

3131.  Were  they  sold  at  a  reduction  in  price  ? — -I  believe  ge- 
nerally those  which  were  sent  to  America  were  sold  at  a  pro6t. 

3132.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  those  that  were 
sold  and  went  to  America  realized  to  the  manufacturer  a  larger 
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the  Company  wouki  have  given  for  tliem  ?^*l  am  now 
r  fpeftking  of  those  we  manufactured  our»elves :  they  broofht 
larger  price  in  Amencaf  but  in  London  they  were  generally 
Id  at  a  loM.     For  many  years,  the  rule  in  dispocing  of  artictei 
thai  deacription  was  to  deduct  from  the  cost  of  the  day  the 
.  charged  by  the  Company  for  dyeing ;  that  is,  the  doth  was 
dd  dyed  at  the  same  pnce  as  if  the  cloth  liad  been  white,  and 
tiiere  was  a  considerable  ioaa* 

As  you  reside  at  Leeds,  does  it  happen  to  fall  within 
knowledge*  that  when  an  application  was  mode  to  the  Com* 
to  relieTe  the  distresses  in  the  neighbourhcMKl  of  Leeds, 
Ian  were  sent  round,  and  offers  were  made  to  tlie  Company 
)  rapply  clolhs  to  an  extent  much  beyond  tbetr  demand  ?«I  am 
&t  aware  of  thai. 

31S4-  Are  you  aware  what  is  the  comparative  cost  price  of 
cloth  in  Leeds  and  in  tlie  West  of  England  ? — There 
i  not  been  much  difference  ;  but  I  believe  tlie  Leeds  cloths  are 
Uittle  cheaper. 

3iS5.  Tlien  you  are  not  aware  that,  in  this  particular  instai»ce» 
fie  Gloucestershire  or  West  of  England  clothiers  liavc  under- 
old  the  Leeds  manufacturers  ?-»I  am  noL 

3136.  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  fact  of  the  Company  having 
dways  olTcrB  for  twice  or  thrice  the  quantity  of  gooas  that  they 
^tfe  occasion  for  ? — Not  tliat  that  h  always  the  case ;  iliat  it  is 
laometimest  I  lutve  understood. 

3137*  Are  the  Committee  to  infer,  that  the  Company's  mode 
r  business  is  encouraging  to  the  manufacturer,  by  the  quantity 
Tgoock  tJiat  they  offer  ? — It  would  appear  m  from  that* 
SlS6w  Should  you  not  conceive  that  a  demand,  equal  in  amount 
)  the  Company's  demand  for  cloth,  by  the  private  trade,  would 
f  eqiiaUy  beneficial  to  this  country  as  tlie  Company's  demand  ? 
— C«rtab]y. 

Can  you  bform  the  Committee  why  the  cost  oi*  the 

of  the  different  colours  in  Yorkshire  and  in  London  dif- 

\  much,  the  material  of  dyeing  being  the  aame  ? — I  believe 

of  the  difference  is  chiefly  thb :  the  comparative  small 

s  of  coals  in  Yorkshire^  and  of  rents  and  wages  to  servants ; 

for  a  number  of  years,  tlie  London  dyers  have  been  in 

habit  of  charging  much  larger  profits  than  the  Yorkshire 

are  willing  to  do  their  busineis  at. 

$140.  Are  there  many  private  manufacturers  who  dye  in 

i  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  manufacturers  living  in  Lon- 

fvho  dye  in  London*  except  the  East-India  Company  ;  hut 

are  a  number  of  woollen  warehousemen  in  London  who 

onally  have  cloths  dyed  with  the  London  d^^ers. 

Is  there  any  other  large  compaiiy  in  London  lliat  export 

g  like  the  quantity  which  the  East-India  Comjiany  do, 

i  if  ao»  do  they  dye  in  London  ?^The  only  public  body  tliut 
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'        '  I  am  aware  of  is  the  Hudson's  Company,  who  buy  400  or  500^ 
Mr.  A,  Dixon,  perhaps  600  or  700  pieces  of  cloth  every  year,  and  I  beliere 
they  have  them  dyed  in  London,  at  least  they  had  some  yean 
ago ;  whether  they  continue  it  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

3142.  Is  that  a  Company  having  also  exclusive  priYileges? 
—Yes. 

3143.  Are  the  private  individuals  that  have  their  cloths  dyed 
in  London,  generally  speaking,  connected  with  the  North  .or 
with  the  West  of  England? — AVith  both  ;  but  they  will  never 
have  them  dyed  m  London  if  time  will  allow  of  their  having 
them  dyed  in  the  country. 

3144.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  the  cloths  bought  bj 
the  East-India  Companv  in  Yorksnire  bear  to  the.clotfaa.boiqjbt 
by  them  elsewhere  ? — ^i  do  not. 

3145.  You  were  understood  to  state,  that  the  risk  of  fioas 
chaiged  by  the  East-India  Company,  necessarily  increaaea  the 
price  at  which  manufacturers  can  am)rd  to  sell  to  them  as  oom- 
pared  with  private  merchants? — ^Yes. 

3146.  Then  the  higher  price  which  the  East  India  Company 
are  stated  to  give,  does  not  act  as  an  encouragement  to.  the 
manufacturer,  but  only  covers  the  increased  risk  ? — Exactly  so. 

3147.  Did  you  mention  all  the  fines  charged  upon  the  re^ 
jected  goods? — ^I  omitted  mentioning  that  which  is  levied  upon 
the  manufacturer  in  case  the  cloth  should  be  rdected  or  ddayed 
in  the  delivery,  that  is  from  lOs.  to  20^.  each  cloth. 

3148.  Are  not  those  conditions  in  the  Company's  contracts 
intended  to  secure  a  perfect  investment? — I  believe  that  is  iht 
object. 

3149.  Do  you  think  they  have  that  tendency  ?^I  have  no 
doubt  but  they  have. 

3150.  But  at  a  higher  price  ? — At  a  higher  price. 

3151.  You  stated,  that  when  those  rejected  cloths  were  sdd 
to  individuals,  the  practice  was  to  sell  a  dyed  article  at  the 
same  price  as  a  white  article ;  will  you  state  what  proportion 
the  cost  of  dyeing  is  to  the  prime  cost? — Some  years  ago  the 
cost  of  dyeing  was  not  so  much  in  proportion  to  the  price  of 
cloth  as  it  is  at  present,  and  I  can  only  state  the  present  relative 
values.  There  are  a  variety  of  colours  and  they  vary ;  the  white 
cloth  would  cost  £6.  6^.,  and  the  cost  of  dyemg  it  blue  wouU 
be  £2.  lls.6d.  I  should  state  in  explanation,  that  the  west- 
country  manufacturers  gave  their  factor,  or  at  least  gave  me 
when  I  was  a  factor,  the  liberty  of  disposing  of  the  rejectimit 
at  the  rate  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  but  to  do  better  if  I 
could. 

3152.  Then  the  practice  was  to  abate  from  the  cloth  the 
price  of  dyeing,  which,  under  the  circumstances  stated  by  you, 
IS  about  33  per  cent.? — Yes ;  I  ought  perhaps  to  state^  in  Bd-* 
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dkioB  to  what  I  have  stated,  that  fonnerly,  cloth  which  now  11  Mar.  ItM. 
cost  six  guiiieas  cost  about  £20.     I  have  not  been  in  the  trade         "^^  , 
latdy ;  toere  ma^  be  am  alteration;  the  manufacturers  may  not  ^*  ^  2>«mi* 
at  tliia  nme  be  willing  to  make  such  a  sacrifice ;  indeed,  so  great 
tsacrifioe  as  that  would  not  be  necessary  now. 

S15S.  When  the  cloth  cost  that  price,  was  the  dyeing  pro- 
portioDably  high  ? — By  no  means. 

3154w  Do  not  the  Company's  tenders  vary  very  much  from 
etch  ocher  firom  tine  to  time  ?— In  the  different  clescriptions  of 
doth  thqr  do,  bat  not  for  the  same  description  of  cloth  ;  they 
have  been  vtnr  much  the  same  for  each  description  of  cloth  for 
MBiy  years;  I  believe  since  1813  or  1814. 

5155.  What  is  bm^ing,  for  which  a  charge  appears  to  be 
ttade  oo  the  pert  of  the  Company  ? — Burling  is  the  operation 
of  pidting  out  any  foreign  substance  which  may  adhere  to  the 
doth. 

5156.  What  is  the  charge  made  by  the  cloth  drapers  of  the 
Company  for  burlii^  on  super  cloth  ? — 2s,  per  piece. 

3167.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  fee  upon  that  species  of 
doth?— 6tf.  per  cloth. 

3158.  Have  you  a  copy  of  one  of  the  Company's  contracts 
for  doths?— There  are  three  different  descriptions  of  contracts 
br  the  diffnent  descriptions  of  articles.  I  have  one  here  which 
11  dated  on  the  15th  of  April  1829,  which  is  the  notice  of  a  ten- 
der or.  joontiact  for  2,000  whole  pieces  of  white  list  cloths,  that 
ii^  cioth  used  ^  the  army  in  India. 

S159.  Win  you  deliver  in  that  contract  ?— 
[  The  mineu  delivered  in  the  *ame^  xohich  is  aijbllonis .-] 

"  Gentlemen :  East- India  House,  1 5th  April.  181^. 

"  I  have  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  Buying  and  Warehouses  of 
the  East-India  Company  to  acquaint  yuu,  that  the  Committee  are 
ready  to* consider  tenders  for  supplying  white  list  cloths  A,  to  be  de- 
ifered  on  or  at  any  time  before  the  31st  of  July  1829.  The  quantity 
wanted  is  about  two  thousand  whole  cloths. 

"  fL  The  quality  of  the  cloth  must  be  equal  to  the  Company's 
stsodard  sample  A.  Each  cloth  mutt  be  of  the  length  of  forty-eight 
jardsy  and  be  six  quarters  wide  within  the  list;  must  weigh  66  lbs., 
and  have  no  dyed  head.  Intending  contractors  will  take  especial  no- 
tioe,  that  these  conditions  will  be  strictly  required  to  be  fulfilled. 
Positive  orders  are  given  to  the  Company's  overlookers  not  to  pass 
any  doths  of  hiferior  wool,  or  worse  weaving  than  the  standing  sample. 
Ite  doths  must  not  be  pressed. 

**  3.  Each  cloth  roust  be  jnade  with  a  dyed  middle  mark,  which 
nuddle  mark  must  be  olaced  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  cloth  ;  and 
dyed  with  imfigo,  and  not  logwood.  All  cloths  of  which  the  two 
kalves  sliall  have  been  separated  will  be  reiectcd :  as  will  all  cloths 
of  winch  the  list  may  be  unduly  heavy  or  wide. 

*  4.  Every  piece  must  be  fit  to  be  dyed  Aurora ;  and  the  attention 
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of  the  manufactiirer  is  in  an  es|;>eci&l  manner  called  to  this  circum- 
stance. 

"  5.  In  case  any  of  the  cloths  shall  not  be  (IcliTered  within  tho 
time  specified  in  the  first  clause,  or,  having  been  delivered  and  re- 
jected, iihall  not  be  replaced  with  approved  cloths  within  the  period 
stated  in  the  same  clause^  the  contractor  shall  pay  to  the  Company,  as 
and  by  way  of  liquidated  daningeB,  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  each 
cloth  which  shall  so  not  be  delivered  or  replaced.  The  contractor 
must  be  careful  to  make  early  deliveries^  in  order  that  he  may  rc^ 
place  any  rejections  within  the  time  limtted;  or  he  may  send  io  a 
surplus  to  meet  the  contingency  of  rejections  ;  but  this  must  be  done 
on  or  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  completion  of  the  contract. 

"  6.  The  goods  will  be  subject,  as  usual,  to  the  inspection  of  ihe  | 
Company^s  overlookers,  whose  decision  shall  be  final.  | 

*'  7.  Payment  will  be  made  upon  Thursday  the  24th  of  September 
1829,  deducting  the  liquidated  damages,  if  incurred,  and  the  usual 
office-fee  of  sixpence  per  whole  cloth.    Contractors  are  also  requested  I 
to  take  notice,  that  the  sum  which  has  been  paid  to  the  cloth^mwefa  j 
for  burling^  viz.  one  shilling,  is  not  to  be  paid  directly,  as  heretofore,  j 
to  those  persons  |  but  the  same  sum  will  be  received  by  the  Company  for 
and  on  account  of  the  cloth-drawers,  and  will  be  deducted  from  the 
manufacturer's  bill  of  parcels. 

"  8.  Cloths  which  may  be  found  by  the  dyer^  at  the  time  of  washing, 
or  in  preparation,  to  be  defective,  shall  be  immediately  replaced  by  the 
maker  with  good  cloths,  and  the  maker  shall  pay  the  amount  of  all 
charges  incurred;  but  the  Committee  distinctly  give  notice,  that  if  it 
shall  be  discovered  that  any  person  has  disguised  oak-stained  cloths 
with  fullers'-carth,  whitening,  or  other  substances,  so  as  to  deceive 
the  Company's  overlookers,  the  Company  will  not  enter  into  any  future 
engagements  with  such  persons,  although  he  may  olier  goods  at  a  low 
price*  And  as  it  often  happens  that  cloths  prove  unfit  for  consign- 
ment to  India  upon  their  final  iospeciion  in  the  Company's  warehouse, 
afler  being  dyed,  owing  to  some  original  defect  in  the  cloths  not  before 
discoverable,  it  is  hereby  made  a  condition,  that  the  maker  shall  repay 
to  the  Company  the  cost  of  such  cloths,  with  al!  charges ;  such  defec- 
tive cloths  being,  after  payment^  returned  to  the  maker. 

*'  0.  Complaints  having  been  made  by  the  overlookers  of  the  foul 
and  burley  state  in  which  cloths  are  often  found  after  dyeing,  owing 
to  neglect  in  manufacturing ;  such  cloths  will  be  returned  upon  the 
manufacturer,  who  will  be  required  to  repay  to  the  Company  tlie  value 
thereof,  with  all  charges  incurred  thereon* 

**  10.  Very  material  inconvenience  having  been  experienced  from 
the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  cloths  are  marked  and  numbered, 
it  in  the  particular  desire  of  the  Committee  that  each  maker  cause  bis 
name  and  the  number  to  be  worked  into  the  cloth  in  a  very  distinct 
manner,  with  linen  or  cotton  thread,  and  the  christian  name  must  be 
put  at  full  length.  The  Committee  will  return  to  the  manufacturer 
any  cloths  which  may  be  found  defective  in  these  points. 

"11,  No  charge  is  to  be  made  for  carriage  to  London,  nor  for  cirt* 
age  to  the  Cotnpany's  warehouse ;  the  cloths  will  not  be  taken  into 
the  warehouse  in  whole  bales,  but  be  unpacked  in  the  warehouse  ^'ard, 
and  counted  singly  into  the  warehouse.  The  wrappers  must  be  taken 
back  immediately,  as  the  Con»pany  will  not  be  answerable  for  them, 
Z,  Each  maker  mubt  name  an  agent  in  Iiondon,  to  dctiver  the 
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to  like  bsck  the  rejected  goodi,  to  make  out  bilU  of  p«rcelv 
I  to  do  sU  other  needful  buttnest. 

'IX  If  the  RuJcer  shmtl  not  find  it  convenient  to  receive  the  pey- 
iitA  hiouclf,  be  miut  give  a  regular  power  of  uttiirncy  to  aome  igeiit 
frecenre  the  proceede. 

14.  Should  tt  RMi  ?od  to  make  mi  offer,  you  will  plee«t  to  ntteml 
I  cooditiriT  'i  will  be  ■trictly  oHened  on  the  pert  of  the 

,  leete  to  edop(  tlie  eoMicd  form  of  e  letter^ 
[  eoy  ▼trtntuHt. 

15.  If  roar  answer  shall  not  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the  Com* 
;  of  Buying  and  Warrhouici  in  the  Enit-Inditt  House  before  II 

of  Wednesday  the  20ih  April  18;*1>,  yon  will  be  considered  to 
flecline4  to  manufacture  for  the  Coinpru       '  *'     present  tttne. 
ny  peraomt  i»oc  hiWng  b«f>tn  careful  to  ^r  r  offen  at  or 

like  time  ippo'T*^  *    ■*  t^  f>o%itifcIy  ortic^a  i*.,.i  no  tmdcr  he 
slier  the  ii'  M>ned  hour;  and  ic   is  de«tmhic  tliat 

,  haviii^  : i  a  tender  previous  to  the  time  limited, 

lide  thereby^  and  not  cancel  or  elter  the  aame  by  any  new  let* 
I  practice  being  highly  objectiooebla. 

goods  which  mav  be  del  ire  red  in  coneeqoiiee  of  the  pre* 
wUJ  Ue  el  the  {Company's  riak  in  case  of  the  caJemiiy  of 


I*  All  g 
I  etaikr. 


"  17-  The  Committee  reserve  to  themtelvei  the  ri^t  to  n^ect  env 
propoeala  which  they  may  deem  to  be  unre«*onable»  iJthoiiih  auch 
'  t  mey  appeir  to  be  the  loweat  and  most  adnnti^geoiii  wliidi 

All  peraooa  making  tenders  are  required  to  acel  Dp  thetr  leii* 
lir,  addresaed  to  the  Committee  of  Buving  and  VV&rehouae*,  end  to 
tnie  OfKW  thi  Oiiliide«  *  Tender /in'  wiiieiui  dotks* 

I  am»  GeotJemeiip  your  humble  lervant, 


31G0.  Wniyou  state  wlmt  conditlona  in  that  pajKr  you  con* 
•der  objectionablei  and  whicli  tend  to  increase  the  price  of  the 
irtidc  ?^-Th6  eijohr  dghth*  twelfUi,  and  thirteenth  clauses. 

3161.  Hie  Bixih  is»  that  *'  the  goods  will  be  lubject  as  usual 
to  tlw  inspection  of  the  Company  s  over]ooJc€ri»  whouc  decision 
•ItaD  be  fuud ;"  what  objccUon  have  jou  to  tkat?^ — ^Thcre  is  no 
■  from  it. 


3162.  What  is  vour  objection  to  the  eighth  ?— Tlie  eighth 
fhtiar  lag  thai  **  cfotlis  which  may  be  found  by  the  dyer  at  the 
time  ef  waahiiig*  or  in  preparation,  to  be  defective^  sliall  l>e  im- 
aediiiaij  replaced  by  t^ie  maker  with  good  cloths,  and  the 
maker  aimn  pay  the  amount  of  all  diargcs  incurred/' 

3l6Bm  Do  you  consider  that  unreasonable  ? — No,  I  should  not 
rwiiiiifr  ti  mireaaonable  in  itflclf ;  but  circuniBtanct^A  have  taken 
pbee,  uirnng  out  of  this,  which  hove  been  very  objectionable. 
I  have  known  cloths  sent  back  by  the  dyer,  and  the  faults  which 
were  pointed  out  as  being  in  them,  I  am  very  certain  took  pUce 
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11  Bfar.  1»30.  in  the  dye-house,  and  were  not  in  the  cloths  when  they  went  to 
M   'jT^KxtM.   ^  <iyed  ;  but  it  would  be  a  moat  difficult  matter  to  prove  it- 

S164,  Are  the  cloths  inspected  after  dyeing? — 7*hey  are  fn- 
Spected  previous  to  dyeing  ;  but  it  was  so  difficult  a  matter  to 
bring  it  home  to  the  dyer,  that  the  manuiacturer  was  obliged  to 
take  the  cloth  and  submit  to  the  loss* 

3165.  Then  you  object  to  the  double  inspection  ? — Yes. 

3166.  What  i»  the  next  objectionable  clause? — The  eighth 
clause  goes  on  to  say,  **  But  the  Committee  distinctly  give 
notice,  that  if  it  shall  be  discovered  that  any  person  has  dis- 
guised oak-staiued  cloths  with  fuUers'-earth,  whitening,  or  any 
other  substances  so  as  to  deceive  the  Company's  overlooker,  tlic 
Company  will  not  cuter  into  any  future  engagements  witli  such 
person,  although  he  may  offer  goods  at  a  low  price^  And  as  it 
often  happens  that  cloths  prove  unHt  for  consignment  to  India 
upon  their  final  inspection  in  the  Company's  warehouse  atYer 
being  dyed,  owing  to  some  original  defect  iu  the  cloths  not  be- 
fore discoverable,  it  is  hereby  made  a  condition  tliat  the  maker 
ah  all  repay  to  the  Company  the  cost  of  such  cloths,  with  all 
charges ;  such  defective  cloths  being  atler  payment  returned  to 
the  maker/'  Now,  1  have  known  instances  where  cloths  have 
been  suiFered  by  the  dyer  to  remain  in  his  possession  before  they 
were  sent  to  be  tendered,  and  during  that  period  they  have 
shrunk  up  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  them  out  to 
their  original  width,  and  in  consequence  of  that  cloths  were 
returned  to  the  manufacturers,  whereas  if  the  dyer  had  sent 
them  to  the  setter  to  be  tendered  immediately^  that  would  have 
been  avoided. 

3167.  Did  you  find  these  grievances  the  last  time  you  dealt 
with  the  Company  ?— I  Found  them  occasionally. 

3168.  But  you  continued  to  supply  the  Company  notwitli- 
standing  you  felt  tliose  grievances  ? — Certainly. 

3169.  Will  you  stale  your  objection  to  the  twelilh  ckuse?— 
The  twelfth  is,  *'  Each  maker  must  name  an  agent  in  London  to 
deliver  the  cloths,  to  take  back  the  rejected  goods*  to  make  out 
bills  of  parcels,  and  to  do  all  other  needful  business,"  There  lit 
nothing  objectionable  in  that  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer,  w 
long  as  the  Company  are  willing  to  pay  tlie  additional  price  for 
the  goods* 

8170.  Your  objection  i%  that  he  is  obliged  to  add  to  the  imlue 
of  the  cloths  that  which  he  pays  !br  agency  under  that  commis- 
iioA  ?— *Ye8.  The  thirteenth  is,  "  If  the  maker  shall  not  find  it 
convenient  to  receive  the  payment  himself,  he  niuat  give  ■ 
regular  power  of  attorney  to  some  agent  to  receive  the  pro- 
ceeds f'  that  power  of  attorney  is  also  attended  with  expen^^ 
which  tiie  private  traders  are  not  subject  to* 

3171.  Do  not  the  Company  permit  any  person  who  ia  naoied 
by  the  manufacturer  as  agent  to  deliver  a  charge  of  hij  gooda^ 
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I  receive  pftjrmefit  far  you  if  you  wbb  ? — Not  withaui  a  power  *'  M^i^ltM, 

5172.  What  If  the  expense  of  a  power  of  ftttorney  ?«*I  think 
;  h  dboot  ^Oj. 

3173.  On  those  occasion*  on  which  you  contracted  with  the 
ttj  could  you  liave  supplied  another  party  besides  the 
Ely  Willi  cloths  of  the  Mum*  quality  at  three  per  cenl.  lesa 
I  joti  did  the  Coropany  ? — Yes, 

.  8174^  YoQ  wouJd  have  done  it  ?^^My  house  in  Yorkshire 
'  1  kaiw  done  it,  t>ecause  tltey  would  not  have  beeo  subject 
I  ibe  ckaige  made  in  LoDdon* 

SI 75.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  would  luive  lold  the  cloths 
I  Yorkshire  at  three  per  cent.  lcft«,  or  that  vnu  would  have  de* 
fered  them  in  London  at  three  per  cent,  r^  — Either,  it  makes 
dtSeretice. 

SI 76*  Would  you  have  delivered  tliem  in  London  to  anotbar 
rty  at  three  per  cent.  less  ? — Yes. 

3177.  Then  the  risk  of  receiving  a  IhuI  article  would  be  trans- 
1  ^om  you  to  the  purchaser  of  the  goods  ?->  Yes* 

3178.  Is  it  suflicient  U>  give  one  general  power  to  your  att<»* 
in  Loodon  to  receive  money  for  you,  or  mu»t  there  bci 

^  powar  ibr  each  oootract  ?-^Not  for  each  con  tract 

3179.  So  thai  one  ganeral  power  enablei  your  acent  in  Lon* 
^daa  to  act  for  you  for  ever  ? — For  ever,  ac  long  as  he  conlintiaa 

your  a^ent. 

3180.  Do  noi  you  conceive  that  one  of  the  great  hardships  in 
the  ifwpoction  of  the  Company's  overlookers  is  this,  tltat  in  deaJ- 
iof  vnb  private  individuals  both  parties  concur  in  forming  m 
jadgment  upon  any  disputt-  us  to  (juality«  whereas  in  the  case  of 
the  C  they  are  obliged  to  abide  by  their  decision  with- 
out aii_,  -^^  -t'  of  their  own  ?— Yes. 

3I8I«  Are  you  not  aware  that  those  overlookers  are  persona 
up  from  boyhood  to  manhood  in  the  business,  and  that 
character  is  establiUied  by  long  practice? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  any  instances  in  which  thcv  have  been 
1  of,  or  considered  a£  dealing  un&irly  witfi  tlic  manu- 
I  ?— During  tlie  titiie  I  had  transactions  with  the  Com- 
1  never  had  occasion  to  rmnphiu  in  any  one  instance. 

3183.  And  you  thought  the  inspectors  dealt  fairly  between 
Btf&cturers  and  the  Company  ? — Ycf, 
Were  you  obliged  to  give  any  fees  to  tJiem  for  inspcc* 
I?— No. 

Do  you  consider  that  Uie  character  of  the  trade  requires 

I  a  scrutiny  into  the  t|ua]ity  of  the  goods  as  tlie  East-India 

ny  make  ? — 1  ihould  think  not. 

Is  it  not  the  case,  that  cloths  furnishrd  for  army  pur* 

» and  dehvered  to  the  stofdEeeper,  past  through  the  sama 
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p  II  Mar.  1830.  ordeal^  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  that  export  as  H  is  called? 
.,  TT.        — No,  the  ordeal  is  not  tlie  same ;  they  do  not  impose  anv  finet 
upon  rejections, 

3187.  On  what  term  of  credit  do  you  sell  to  individuals  ? — 
That  depends  upon  the  agreement  made  with  the  party  at  the 
time  ;  sometimes  for  cash,  sometimes  they  buy  at  two,  or  four, 
or  even  six  months,  or  even  longer  than  that, 

3188.  When  you  sell  at  a  credit  of  three  months,  what  would 
you  charge  upon  the  del  credere  account  to  indemnify  you  for 
the  risk  ? — A  manufacturer  selling  goods  does  not  consider  thai 
he  is  running  a  risk  adequate  to  paying  any  dd  credere  commis^ 
lion  for  it,  in  selecting  parties  whom  he  thinks  are  perfectly  Bafe. 

3189.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  if  you  sell  merchandize  to 
parties  at  three  months'  credit,  you  should  consider  the  value  of 
the  risk  as  nothing  of  their  stopping  payment  ?— -No  ;  I  should 
not  say  so. 

3190.  What  do  you  consider  the  value  is  ? — The  value  might 
be  one  per  cent. 

S19L  Should  you  consider  that  you  were  incurring  a  risk  of 
one  per  cent,  if  you  sold  your  merchandize  to  the  Company? — 
No,  I  should  not. 

3192,  Then  it  may  be  assumed,  that  it  is  one  per  cenu  more 
to  your  advantage  to  sell  to  the  Company  so  far  as  that  goes? 
—Yes. 

3193.  Supposing  you  were  to  sell  goods  upon  the  average  of 
customers  at  six  months*  credit,  would  not  you  consider  the 
guarantee  of  bad  debts  to  be  worlli  three  per  cenL? — Two  and 
a  half  or  three  per  cent.,  selbng  them  al  six  months'  credit. 

3194-,  Supposing  you  were  in  regular  dealings  with  a  house 
of  great  respectability  and  credit,  should  you  thmk  it  necessary 
to  charge  a  percentage  upon  the  cloth  delivered  because  there 
was  not  immediate  payment? — Not  beyond  the  interest. 

S195.  W^hen  you  stated  that  there  would  be  a  difference  of 
three  per  cent,  charged  to  the  Company  upon  the  cloth  delivered 
to  them  above  that  supply  to  private  merchants,  did  you  then 
contemplate  cloths  in  ti  wliite  state,  or  in  a  dyed  state  ? — In 
both  ;  but  I  think  I  stated  three  or  four  per  cent, 

3196.  If  you  made  your  sale  to  a  house  of  substance  and 
character  in  London,  or  if  you  }md  a  credit  assigned  to  you  oa 
any  banker  in  London,  should  you  think,  in  that  case,  thai  the 
risK  of  debt  would  be  equal  to  two  or  tliree  per  cent.? — 
Certainly  not. 

3197.  When  you  speak  of  the  del  credere  with  respect  to  the 
manufacturing  trade,  are  )0u  not  rather  speaking  of  the  risk 
attending  the  selling  to  an  ordinary  retailer  of  manufactured 
goods?— I  considered  the  tjueslion  to  apply  to  the  general  risk 
of  businesti. 
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S^iS 


iifjitf,  15*  die  Mariii,  1830. 

Mr  ABRAHAM  DIXON,  being  in  attendance^,  was  ttmtii  i 
cmlled  in,  when  he  requetted  permiiftian  to  give  in  tha  folbw- 
iog  eYplaoataon  to  his  former  ct idence. 

The  Statetnent  which  I  pravc  in  my  evidcncx*^  to  this  Cooi- 
aiittee  on  Tuesday  last,  the  0th  day  of  March  instant^  in  reganl 
the  falUng-offin  the  Eaat-Indui  Company's  ex(X)rtjt  of  woolleni 
to  China,  though  correct,  i§  not  sufficiently  explicit ;  for  I 
&ad  on  closer  examination,  tliat  it  would  have  given  a  bcttar 
idea  of  their  real  situation  to  have  made  oi)>er  divirilong  of  time 
in  taking  the  annual  averages,  which  would  have  tihown,  as  the 
Irotli  is,  that  since  1819*20  the  consunTntion  of  British  woollens 
h  Chiaa  hts  increased.  I  now  beg  to  deliver  in  a  Slatemeot, 
( to  be  the  case. 


5  Mv.  Ig34y. 
Mr,  A,  Dimm. 


[  The  wUneu  ddhertd  in  tkt  samet  vokick  was  rmd  oiJoHomt : "} 

"Firon  the  yean  1809«10  to  18J3-U,  both  induti^e, 
the  atCfSge  number  of  pieces  of  wooltrtttt  imjHirted  into 
Cinton  by  the  Enit -India  Comfitnv  was,...,* ,  Fiecw*    it49fi\6 

*'¥rom  ]8)4-U  to  l^lU*:;;fU.  ihe  avers^  for  theia  Hve 
yean  was  only. ...»,**..* «.•••.».••«••.••.•« •h«.««««..m.m. 198,(K)5 


*  Showlii|  a  decrease  of  plecef,  or  about  33  per  cent. 
"  In  the  a^l  fears  which   bmvc  elapsed  since  the  Amcri- 


80,5:^1 


r  into  eoropctition  wUb  the  Kast-InJiJi  Coiji()«nyp  or 
IBiO-21r  the  fir»t  year  in  wlilcb  the  Cbinene  market 
0f — -  '   "  -        •  •  '   ui  with  the  p]<iu-lndia  Coaipany, 
[tiUth.  rsire  fuunl^r  of  pieces  of  VOOttsM 

fjwrly  f.,,,,...^..  L.ima  by   the   £jut-lndia  Company 

[imoanted  to     ,...., • I79»JWi 

**  Or,  had  iocrcAsed  in  fpaathy  beyond  the  five  years  pns- 
ll&Ma  lo  Anaricaa  competitton  nearly  ae? en  par  cenu  or  ...      11,1 79 


*  Total  iMroarv  of  Woollens  into  Canton. 

1 

1 

•»2i5sr 

Wf^^mglmm, 

IMsL 

t«2S-26 
1836^27 
IW-2a  , 

Pimm. 
12.1^17 

2J5,M5 
35S,504I 

» 

6HA04 

o 

r  svtnf*  jfsrty  im 

l»urt«uoa    *......* 

314,834 
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15  M*r.  1830.       "  This  shows  that  the  import  into  Canton  in  these  three  yearn,  coin- 

pared  with  the  five  preceding,  m.  18)30-21  and  18;^4-S5  incliuiveybad 

Mr.  A,  Daon*  increased  nearly  95  per  cent- 

Pieces. 

Export?— 1820-1.. ...J  67,401 ' 
182K3,....J7«,r  " 

1823^ 136,; 

1823-4.... ^£21 
1824-5....*.178.; 
"And  when  compared  with  the  aii  previous  yeara,  vk.  1814-15 
and    1819-£0  inclusive,  the   increase  of  Ihe  three  years,  1825^  to 
1827-8,  wa«  upwards  of  30  per  cent. 


57,401^ 

7e,320l      5)  867,' 

S6,768V 

21,8141  17^* 


004 

,400  '  annual  average. 


6)  990,73a 

165,1  )£^  '  annual  uvtn^ 


Export:— 181 4*U 224,632^ 

1815*16 1 01,568  I 

1816-17 175t801  I 

1817-18 133  JOl/ 

1818-19..,,,. 144,737 1 
1810-2O...*.,15O,254^ 

*'  The  decrease  of  the  Company's  exports  of  woollens  from  this 
country  to  China  commenced  much  earlier  than  the  interference  of 
the  Amcncans ;  for  on  referring  to  the  papers  laid  before  Parliament, 
I  find  that  from  18Q3  to  1808  inclusive,  the  exports  of  the  East^Indra 
Company  to  China  was  never  short  of  ^1,000.000  sterling,  aiid  aver- 
aged for  these  six  years  jC  1,128,557,  but  b^an  to  fidt  off  materially 
in  1809. 

"  From  1600  to  1813-14  inclusive,  the  value  of  all  other  articles. 
exclusive  of  woollens,  exported  to  China,  averaged  under  -^150,000 
annually. 

'*  The  total  exports  since  that  period  have  never  equalled  the 
amounts  now  quoted,  with  the  exception  of  1828^  and  for  the  hut 
nine  years  have  been  as  follows  i  I 


1820  

1821  

WdoUeiu.           Othcf  Mmnufocturti. 

TataU 

£. 

7I3,fi03 
722,461 
623»259 
fi74,585 
532,221 
652,047 
756,y68 
413,422 
618^412 

£ 

33,35.1 

141,699 

46,230 

33,462 

7y,i>i8 

92|8U 
U5,U62 

80^1^3 
245,082 

£. 

747,036 

864,160] 

6G9,489 

708,047 

612,13t^ 

744,858 

852,030 

4U3,815 

863,494 

1822  

1823  .». 

1824  

182& 

1826  

1827  *.. 

1428 

"  From  1809  to  1811  mclusivcj  which  were  years  of  war,  the  ex- 
ports were  as  follows : 
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1810. 


..^97ljaO0}    3)  S,6di,&M 


> 


J8U 8^,139 i  6i#7^3«.«iniiriiiw^^ 

•^  Or,  upon  ao  ateriv^  of  ihe  yearly  vdtie  of  £897,53^  hdng  « 
iilliDg  o«;  on  tlic  «ver»ge  of  ilie  wi  prtctdinf  yeirt»  of  up«r«Hj  ofiO 
per  cent.,  the  eiporu  of  tbcM  yesrs  Uvittg  Imn— 

1803..  «^*«....£  1  J39Jg4  V 

IWl.**«««*t«.«.  1,202,607    I       «%       ^   BH.    OAW 

18«5.-. l.050,ij?ll  ^)J;"1W 

1807 «...     U4ej80 1         ».>^A57  -  mnniwl  avmge. 

1808...... t,08t^0  ^ 

"fiwn  the  ycam  lS12io  i810»  the  Comjiaoy*!  exports  of  ii>odlent 
to  Cmum  were  «i  follow  s : 

1818  ^  ^  ***'*  "***  ^®"  "^ 
lg]*  <  Co  procure  the  aznoitnta 

C  for  these  two  yeart, 

1»14 X821*,070  . 

19J5 705.032  I 

1818 ...*«    508#d8/ 

**  The  aremge  I'earfy  value  U  jf7<>0,7l^,  ^ing  "^fe  than  ^  per 
cmt,  iett  than  th«  at eragc  exports  (Vom  I ^00  to  18)1  inclaafve,  and 
■on  dan  37  per  cent  leu  than  the  averse  eiEporta  from  1803  to 
lolOISttldiiiife.** 


f%  Ufar. 
JIfr.  A.  Bum* 


JOSHUA  BATES,  £sc|*  called  in,  and  exanuocd. 

5198.  ITotJ  are  an  American  ? — I  ara. 

3199.  How  long  have  yoM  been  io  lliii  cauntry? — I  bave 
keen  teed  here  about  ten  years. 

3200.  Ha%*e  you  been  for  some  years  an  ageiU  for  the  trade 
ofiooie  American  houses  in  this  country,  and  arc  you  at  present 
•  partner  in  tlie  house  of  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Company? — T 
in.  I  Wtti  igent  first  fur  an  American  house  connected  with 
^  Eftst^Iodta  trade ;   afterwards  as  partner   of  the    firm  of 

aod  John  Baring,   who  had  the  maniigernent  of  the 

of  an  American  house,   more  particularly  connected 

i  the  China  trade ;  and  lastlyt  as  pairtoer  in  Ine  house  of 

Brothers,  and  Co.  in  the  same  trade. 

.  Have  you  been  acquainted  with  the  genera)  trade  of 

with  iodift  mod   with  China?— For  Uie  la^i^t  twenty 

I  have  been  constantly  iti  situations  that  placed  me  im- 

ly  in  coDoexioa  with  that  Iradci  both  in  America  and 

oottntry. 
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15  Mar.  1830.  3202.  Has  the  China  trade  been  carried  on  by  the  Araefj 
JtiJtmm  Bala,  E!^^^^^T  ^Y  different  faoosesi  or  has  it  not  within  these  fewj 
£tf*  go^  ioto  the  hands  of  a  very  few  houses?— Several  jean 
(saj  twenty  yeaza  ago)  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  very  few^ 
niunber  increased ;  and  three  or  four  years  ago  there 
great  number  trading  to  Canton,  of  which  many  have 
and  now  I  should  say  that  the  number  is  small  again.         f 

3203.  Have  not  your  firiends  carried  on  a  large  porti< 
ibe  New  England  part  of  that  trade  1^ — ^I  should  think* 
bare  the  largest  portton  by  far.  ^ 

3204.  Should  you  say  more  than  one-half  of  the  wholi 
think  at  times  one-half  of  the  whole* 

3205.  Has  not  that  trade  consisted  in  shipments  from 
rica  to  China  by  themselves  in  shipments  from  Europe  to 
under  your  direction^  and  then  in  returns  from  China  to  A 
and  to  Europe  ? — That  has  been  the  course  of  the  trade. 

3206.  By  whom  is  the  business  conducted  in  China  ?* 
twenty  years  it  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Cushing,  who 
partner  in  the  American  house ;  for  the  last  two  years 
been  conducted  by  a  Mr.  Forbes,  whot  I  am  sorry  to  d 
by  the  last  accounts,  was  drowned  at  Macao. 

3207.  Were  those  persons  partners  in  the  Amerieafi 
or  were  they  there  acting  on  commission  ? — They  were 

3208.  So  that  it  is  an  American  house,  with  an  estal 
ment  of  partners  in  China^  who  carry  on  the  trade  theij 
Yes;  it  is  an  American  house,  with  partners  in  Chinil 
America,  and  agents  in  Europe.  i 

3209.  And  they  do  not  conduct  it  through  any  agency  H 
country,  other  than  tliat  of  their  partners  ? — None  otherj 

3210^  You  state  Mr.  Cushing  to  have  been  twen 
that  country ;  is  he  at  present  in  England  ? — He  is, 

3211.  Do  you  not  understand  that  he  objects  to  appea| 
witness  before  the  Committee  ? — He  expressed  his  unw^ 
nesa  to  me  to  appear,  and  decidedly  objected  to  come,  a 
the  laws  were  such  as  to  compel  him.  J 

3212.  Did  he  assign  any  reason  for  so  objecting  2« 
assigned  a  reason  to  me  confidentially.  i 

8213.  In  this  country,  in  what  quality  do  you  act,  as  a 
for  tliis  trade  ;  have  you  any  interest  in  the  trade  itself,  | 
you  act  merely  on  commission?-— We  have  no  interest  i 
ever  ;  we  are  merely  commission  merchants.  ) 

32H.  So  that  neither  you  nor  they  can  have  any  inteH 
the  proBt  or  loss  which  may  arise  in  the  trade  beyond  1 
charge  for  agency  ? — None.  I 

3215.  Has  that  been  tlie  case  throughout  your  agend 


o  ooi 

as  U 
paf^ 


*  other^ 


Always. 


J 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  of  the  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  S^7 

8216.  What  portioQ  hat  the  house  of  Perkins  and  Company  i5]Mar.  1830. 
m  Chiaa  had  of  the  Anaerican  tnde  from  China  to  Europe?-- 1    ,, — ' 
dMMld  i^  ibr  the  patt  year,  one-half.  Xf^"* 

3217.  In  whose  hands  principally  is  the  other  half?— Of  dif. 
ferent  merdiants ;  some  residing  at  Boston,  some  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

3218.  Does  not  Mr.  Brown  of  Liverpool  represent  a  large 
portion  of  the  remaining  half?— The  shipments  from  Liverpool 
1  coooeive  to  be  returned  to  Philadelphia,  not  to  come  into  the 
trade  from  Canton  to  Europe.  The  course  is  from  Liverpool 
to  Canton,  and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia.  They  have,  I 
believe,  shipped  very  largely  of  British  manufactures. 

3219.  Have  you  an^  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
American  trade  in  Chma?— Here  is  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  it  in  value,  from  1815  to  182d,  both  exports  and  imports. 

3220L  MTifl  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  by  the  year  the  amount 
€if  the  American  exports  from  China  in  the  year  1820-21?-* 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

3221.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  imports  in  that  year? — 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

3222.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  in 
1826-7  ?— The  amount  of  the  exporU  is  4,300,000  dollars,  the 
imporu  4,200,000. 

S22S.  Can  you  sUte  the  amount  in  1827-8  and  in  1828-9  ?_ 
I  csn  state  the  amount  in  quantity,  but  not  in  value. 

3224.  Can  you  state  whether  in  1828-9  there  is  an  increase 
or  a  diminution  upon  1827-8  ? — There  were  exported  from 
Canton  in  1826-7  to  the  United  Sutes,  102,000  chesU  of  tea ; 
in  season  1828-9  there  appear  to  be  80,000. 

3225.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  amount  which  the  Ameri- 
can houses  sent  to  Europe? — In  1828-9  the  shipments  to 
Europe  were  14,000  chests. 

3226.  Besides  the  trade  of  the  Americans  to  America  and  to 
Europe,  do  they  carry  on  any  China  trade  to  any  other  parts 
of  the  world?— There  is  some  trade  to  South  America  and  to 
tbe  Sandwidi  Islands,  to  Manilla,  and  to  the  north-west 
coast  of  America. 

3227.  Have  they  a  considerable  trade  to  the  Brazils  ? — Now 
and  then  they  have  a  ship  to  Brazil,  touching  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
not  tora  Tery  large  amount. 

3228.  Do  not  the  Americans  carry  on  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  China  trade  with  the  different  new  governments  of  South 
America  ? — I  should  think  they  probably  did  carry  on  nearly 
the  whole. 

3229.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  falling-off*  of  the 
trade  in  the  year  1826-7? — It  had  been  overdone  very  much. 
Some  persons  in  the  United  Sutes  had  conceived  the  project 

2z 


348 


EVIDENCE  ON  EA8T-INDIA  AFFAIRS  : 


15  Mar.  IS30*  of  a  monofjoly  in  the  trade,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  suppcwe 
they  could  run  a  eliip  to  Canton  every  month :  the  prudent 
traders  to  that  part  of  the  world  retired,  and  those  who  carried 
on  the  boFiness  in  this  way  were  soon  ruined. 

3230*  Has  it  not  been  for  some  yeara  an  unprofitable  trade  ? 
—  It  was  not  unprofitable  previous  to  those  operations  of  indi- 
Ttduals  who  attempted  to  drive  others  out  of  the  trade. 

323  L  By  what  means  were  they  to  drive  others  out  of  the 
trade  ? — They  thought  that  they  could  import  so  much  tea, 
and  that  they  had  such  superior  skill  in  judging  of  it,  or  in 
assorting  it,  that  they  would  drive  out  the  old  traders*  and 
thus  get  possession  of  the  business, 

3232.  Did  they  succeed  in  that  attempt?— They  all  failed; 
all  who  attempted  to  transact  business  in  that  way. 

3233.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  money  lost  in  the  Amert- 
ean  China  trade  for  some  years?— The  regular  traders  to 
Canton  never  have  lost  much.  It  was  a  blank  business  for  a 
time  ;  but  they  are  all  wealthy  people  now  ;  they  do  not  appear 
to  have  suffered  much  from  it. 

aSS-l,  Has  that  trade  revived  since  ?^I  do  not  think  U  has 
become  to  the  same  extent  as  it  was. 

3235.  Is  it  raore  profitable  than  it  was  ? — I  have  understood 
that  last  year  the  chief  business,  which  is  in  manufactured 
silks,  was  not  profi  table- 

3236.  Was  the  tea  trade  profitable  ? — The  tea  trade  was 
fair  last  year,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge* 

3237.  Can  you  state  the  proportion  of  the  tea  exported  fh>m 
Canton  by  the  Americans  as  compared  with  the   East-India 
Company's  exports  ? — The  Company  have,  to  the  best  of  my 
recolleetion,  exported  330,000  chests,  or  300,000  or  350»000, 
as  the  season  may  be,  and  the  Americans  120,000  or  125«00(l. 

3238.  Should  you  say,  upon  the  average,  that  the  Ameriean 
export  of  tea  is  about  one-third  that  of  the  Company  ? — 1  should 
think  it  was  more  than  one-third.  The  consumption  in  the 
United  States  is  about  7,000,000  of  pounds,  that  is,  about 
one-fourth  of  the  Company's  exports  :  that  docs  not  include  the 
shipments  by  American  vessels  from  Canton  to  Europe. 

3239.  Have  you  any  means  of  stating  a  proportion  of  the 
whole  trade  of  tea  in  China  as  between  the  Americans  and  the 
Company  ? — The  HjOOO  chests  mentioned  as  shipped  from 
Canton  to  Europe  in  1828-9  were  all  shipped  by  Perkins  and 
Company  :  but  they  did  not  all  come  in  American  ahipa ;  tboro 
was  one  Dutch  ship  and  ope  French  ship. 

3240.  Adding  that  to  the  other  amount  you  atatedf  what  ii 
the  whole  amount  of  tea  shipped  by  Americans  from  China  ?— 
That  would  make  04,000  chests. 

3241.  What  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  Companj*9  ex- 
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Mrtf?-~Th0  eoosumplion  in   Eogland  appears  to  be  about  i&  Mm-,  issa 

from  25,000,000  to  28,000,000  of  pounds.     I  have  that  infor-         

malion  here  for  several  years,  but  I  cannot   now  recollect  *^«j«^«<«*» 
where  I  procured  it,    thembre  cannot  relj  on  it.    I  have  the         ^' 
nrime  cost  of  the  Company's  teas  at   Canton  from  1809  to 
1829.     Id  the   1818-19  season,   there  appears  to  have  been 
brought  21,000,000  of  pounds  of  teas ;  and  in  1819-20  there 
•ppemn  to  have  been  sold  in  London,  29,000,000. 

92412.  or  Che  whole  of  the  American  trade,  what  proportion 
is  €9mimi9d  by  your  correspondenU  ?— That  varies  from  year 
10  jmr%  b«t  I  sboald  think  last  year  one-half  nearly. 

3243.  One-half  of  the  American  consumption,  and  one-half 
srEwapfcaA,  or  ooe-half  of  the  whole  trade/— One-half  of  the 
whok  Aaeiifao  tiade^  and  all  the  European  trade  in  the  supply 
•f  Mi^  eiuspi  what  the  Dutch  Company  have. 

S244.  Have  Messrs.  Perkins  a  Urge  establishment  at  Canton 
fiv  th*  tvansactioo  of  this  great  business  ? — I  believe  they  have 
only  Mr.  Forbes,  and  a  lad  of  6(leen  or  sixteen  years  of  age : 
thsjr  bare  of  eeurae  servants  besides. 

2S45.  Do  they  derive  thekr  compensation  from  a  share  in  the 
pppfitft  and  not  fifom  any  charge  thev  make  for  ag^icy  ? — That 
m  the  way  m  which  it  is  arranged,  I  believe. 

9246*  Have  you  at  peesent  any  homeward-bound  ships  under 
ysar  BHmagmDenC,  eimr  expected  or  arrived  ?— No  ship  has 
sniwd  hmn  Canton  this  season,  and  we  cannot  know  whether 
we  have  any  shqM  comiag. 

Sf47.  Had  you  any  last  season? — Last  season  we  had  a 
great  number  of  ships  to  Europe. 

9MS*  Did  they  come  direct  from  China  to  Europe  ?— They 
finm  China  tp  Cowes,  and  a  market. 


2MB*  By  eoming  to  Cowes  and  a  market,  you  mean  thai  it  m 
die  practice  of  the  American  trade  to  stop  in  anv  port  in  the 
HnP'Tf'  for  ofders  from  their  correspondents  in  London,  who 
4fpnGt  them  to  the  best  market,  according  to  their  estimate  of 
the  European  markets  ?«<-Thai  is  the  object  of  coming  to 
Cowes, 

22S0.  Thmm  ships  having  so  come  to  Cowes  and  a  market, 
where  were  diey  sent  by  you  ?— They  were  sent,  one  to  Uotter- 
dsm,  one  to  Amsterdam,  and  two  to  Hambur|^.  There  were 
two  other  ships,  a  Dutch  and  a  French  ship,  which  went  direct, 
it  being  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the  lower  duties,  which 
ire  peyalrie  on  direct  importations  in  ships  of  the  country. 

S251.  Have  the  adventures  of  which  you  speak  been  pro- 
fitable?— I  should  say  that  the  returns  of  teas  generally  are  not 
profitable. 

3252.  Do  you  mean  not  profiuble,  taking  their  invoice  cost 
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in  Chma? — It  has  alvrays  been  \'^Ty  di^Scult  to  make  a  pur  re- 
mittance in  teas. 

3253,  Have  the  teas  of  the  last  ^ear  not  been  proStable  ? — 
Last  year  I  should  say  they  have  paid  very  well ;  1  caunot  speak 
from  very  precise  knowledge  of  it ;  the  year  before  thej  were 
losing. 

3251.  But,  generally  speaking,  have  not  the  house  in  China 
considered  that  the  outward  shipments  have  been  the  shipments 
which  have  given  the  profit,  and  they  have  looked  to  the  teai 
rather  as  means  of  remittance  home  ? — I  cannot  say  what  may 
have  been  their  views  with  regard  to  it»  but  I  should  judge  that 
it  was  so  considered. 

3255.  Has  not  that,  upon  the  average  of  years,  been  the 
general  result  of  the  trade  ?^I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  result, 
not  having  the  winding  up  of  the  business  ;  but  I  judge,  by  its 
continuing,  tliat  it  has  been  satisfactory  as  to  the  result. 

3256.  If  the  general  result  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the  re- 
mittance of  tea^  home  has  been  rather  losings  must  not  the  out- 
ward adventure,  of  necessity,  have  been  profitable  ? — I  should 
draw  that  conclusion  from  it,  certainly. 

3257.  Are  you  acquainted,  by  communication  with  your  cor- 
respondents, with  the  manner  in  which  they  transact  their  busi- 
ness in  China  ? — I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  people 
connected  with  the  China  trade  for  a  long  time>  and  have  bad 
several  friends  established  there,  and  from  them  I  ha%*e  learnt 
something  of  the  way  in  which  they  do  their  buHiness  there* 

3258.  Do  you  know  whether  they  trade  witli  the  Hong,  or 
with  the  outside  merchants  ? — I  believe  they  trade  witli  one  or 
the  other,  as  it  may  be  most  for  their  interest. 

3259.  Do  you  know  practically  whether  it  has  been  found 
most  for  their  interest  to  trade  with  one  or  with  the  other  ? — I 
believe^  for  large  operation ss^  they  have  found  it  most  advanta- 
geous to  deal  with  the  Hong  merchants. 

3260.  Do  you  suppose  that  a  greater  portion  of  the  American 
trade  goes  through  outside  merchants  than  of  the  English  trade 
that  goes  to  China  ? — I  should  think  it  did. 

3261.  Do  you  know  whether  those  outside  merchants  with 
whom  they  trade  are  merchants  of  substance? — Some  of  them,  I 
have  understood,  are. 

3262.  But  that  they  trade  generally  as  they  find  they  can  do 
so  to  the  best  advantage  ? — Yes. 

3263.  Did  you  ever   hear  that  tliey  found  any  difficulty  in 

securing  their  ships? — ^I  never  heard  of  any.  I  always  under- 
stood it  was  a  place  where  it  was  the  most  easy  to  transact  busi- 
ness of  any  place  in  the  world. 

3264.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  diificulty  in  procuring  tea? — 

No. 
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S2fi5.  U  noi  tem  camtdered  m  article  of  whidi  almott  anjr  15M4i#.  leso* 

ifDtnlily  eM  bt  procured  there? — I  cannot  speak,  txcepl  from         

omyerMtion  with  other*.    I  have  iil*rayi  understood  that  every  J^^^^^* 
body  in  Cbinji  drinks  tea^  and  therefore*  of  course^  the  quantity  ^ 

vliich  is  exported   roust  be  very  tinall  in  oompariaon  with  the 
whole. 

_     It  there  not  alwavt  a  great  abundance  of  tea  in  tlie 
t? — There  arc  gcnermlly  50^000  or  M.QOO  chests  remain 


i?«y. 


b  not  it  very  frequently  a  condition  tnadc  by   iJte 

in  taking  goods  outw  ards,  that  the  person  dealing  »ith 

iltfdl  take  tea  ? — I  should  think  that  a  person  who  managed 

Hi  uiniiiwi  weil  would  not  make  any  amageaient  of  that  kind^ 

$9$B.  h  not  tea  an  article  which  generally  it  lupanbiuidajit 
m  the  ntifket?—!  believe  the  Chinese  undersCaoa  prftty  well 
Ihe  wants  of  foreign  countries  ;  they  endeavour  to  brag  Ibfwaid 
die  quantity  that  it  wanted,  and  very  little  more. 

S269*  Do  you  understand  that  Mettrt.  Perkins  make   thiir 
oofehatet  from  the  Chinese  on  as  good  tennt  as  the  Company  ? 
[  have  no  doubt  they  do  for  their  contract  teas^  whenever 
!  contracts ;  but  I  should  suppose  that  they  make  their 
(to  better  advantage  by  taking  any  and  every  opportu*^ 
|r,  according  to  the  fiuctuation  of  the  markcL 

2^0.  Do  you  consider  therefore,  that  not  confining  them- 

always  to  eootmcty  but  by  purchasing  sometimes  by  con- 

^  sometimes  in  the  open  market,  they  buy,  upon  the 

(ivholef  oo  better  terms  than  if  they  did  the  whole  of  their  buti- 

by  contract?— *  Undoubtedly*     The  contract   pnce  of  tea 

[  lit  oot   varied  but  very  little  for  a  great  number  of  yein»  not 

e  than  id,  or  2^.,  but  tliey  frequently  fluctuate  10  or  60  per 

[WtaUi  Ihey  fall  that  much. 

S271.  Do  you  mean  that  they  fluctuate  between  the  contract- 
'frioe  and  the  market-price,  when  the  contract  is  over?— The 
Lprkes  fall  from  November  to  Febniaiy.  Frequently  the  teat 
[iliicb  are  thus  sold  are  ooC  the  same  tort  of  teas ;  but  teas  that 
iold  at  certain  prices  in  November  would  sometimes  be 
bt  at  20>  30^  or  even  50  per  cent,  lower  in  February. 

3272.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  teas  not  being  of  the  same 
aort?<^There  may  be  some  among  them  of  the  same  quality  at 
the  contract  teas  which  the  Company  take,  but  the  greater  por- 
6oa  of  them  are  inferior  teas. 

3273.  Are  they  the  rejected  teat  of  the  Company  ?— Pro- 
bably the  Company  never  saw  them  ;  they  are  not  of  a  quality 
that  they  woulJ  look  at.  But  sometimes,  1  believe,  the  Com- 
ptay  miike  purchaiet  of  tliote  teat,  picking  out  the  best  of  ^lem.. 

^74.  It  there  not  a  cotitiderable  quantity  of  tea  always  in 
the  market  that  has  never  been  offered  to  the  Comjwny  at  all  ? 
lid  tliink  tlierc  was  a  great  quantity. 
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Mar.  1630.  3275.  Dd  you  consider  the  quaUty  of  the  Company's  tea  better 
than  the  quality  of  the  tea  exported  by  Perkins  and  Company  ? 
—Better,  general ly  speaking.  The  quah'ties  which  are  bought 
for  this  market  will  not  answer  for  other  markets ;  other  coun- 
tries will  not  pay  a  price  to  compensate  for  the  6ner  qualities, 
particularly  of  black  tea. 

S276.  Is  the  quality  suited  for  the  American  market  superior 
or  inferior  to  the  quahty  suited  tor  the  English  market  ? — I 
should  soy  that  the  black  teas  were  inferior,  but  the  green  teas 
are  of  equal  quality,  and  being  used  tVesh  there,  they  appear  to 
be  better  than  in  England;  they  have  rather  more  flavour, 
perhapSf 

3277f  How  )g  tlie  quality  of  the  tea  exported  by  the  Ameri- 
cans for  the  continent  of  Europe  ;  is  it  better  or  worse  than  the 
Company*®  teas  ? — ^Sometimies  they  have  taken  the  same  quality 
as  the  Company,  but  it  will  not  answer ;  they  will  not  pay  a 
sufficient  price  for  it  on  the  Continent. 

3278,  Generally  speaking,  what  is  the  quality  suited  for  the 
Dutch  market  ?— It  is  of  a  middling  quality,  not  so  good  as  the 
Company' Sj  and  not  very  bad. 

3279.  So  that  if  you  saw  the  price  of  any  denomination  of 
tea,  taking  congo  or  souchong  for  instance,  in  London  and 
Amsterdam,  you  would  not  consider  a  mere  comparison  of  the 
prices  for  a  given  denomination  of  tea  as  any  proof  of  the  rela- 
tive dearness  or  cheapness  in  the  two  countries  ? — None  what 
ever* 

S280.  How  are  the  qualities  that  suit  the  German  market  aa 
compared  with  England? — Qualities  similar  to  those  used  In 
Holland. 

328L  And  the  French  market?— The  French  market  re- 
quires better  tea  than  the  German :  they  are  willing  to  pay  &r 
good  tea, 

3282.  It  is  equal  to  tlie  English  ?— Equal.  Teas  will  find 
buyers  there  at  prices  m  proportion  to  their  quality* 

3283.  The  average  quality,  therefore,  of  the  black  teas  ship- 
ped by  the  American  house  at  Canton  is  upon  the  whole  inferior 
to  that  of  the  India  Company?*!  should  t»ay  decidedly  so. 

3284.  Con  you  state  the  pcr-centage  of  inferiority  between 
the  teas  suited  for  the  Dutch  market  and  the  English  market? 
•^I  have  before  me  an  invoice  of  contract  teas,  the  same  as  tJie 
Company's  ship,  in  which  I  see  souchong  is  put  down  at  35,  87, 
£Lnd  39  talcs,  and  tliere  are  other  souchongs  that  cost  23. 

3285*  Should  you  say  that  the  souchong  bought  at  35  was 
of  the  Company *s  quality,  and  the  other  at  23  wa$  of  the  inferior 
quality,  which  you  have  described  as  suited  to  the  Dutch 
market? — The  Cliinese  always  Hx  prices  for  three  different 
qualities — the  Erst,  second,  and  third;  and  this  being  the 
cost  of  contract  souchong,  that  would  be  about  the  price  at 
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wlMi  Ibe  CoiiiiMny  would  hcte  cooirtcled  at  tint  porticular  ^^  ^•'-  ^^^ 
tine:  die  otter  I  can  oolj  soppoae  to  be  inferior  tea  finotn  iti  jjj^jJTr^,, 

P"fg*  JCif. 

nB8w  Hii  the  house  in  China  any  cUIBculty  in  getting  what- 
Ipfcr  qM^Bty  they  pleaae  in  the  niarket?<^I  am  not  aware  that 
they  haTO  any. 

9887.  if,  therefore,  they  take  a  cheaper  tort  of  tea  for  any 
particnhnr  market*  does  it  not  arise  f^om  a  choice  of  theirs,  and 
a  duaistt  la  accomrnodate  themselves  to  the  peculiaritisa  of 
tMtnmt  aomkctSf  not  from  any  difficulty  of  obtaining  finer  teas 
if  they  paid  the  price  ?— Tbe^  experience  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
carii^  the  finer  teas.  They  frequently  do  ship  them ;  and  the 
.diipping  of  H  middle  quality  is  as  a  matter  of  interest  entirelyt 
bcCTuae  they  can  gain  more  by  that  quality  than  by  the  other. 

SMB.  If  is  presmaed   that  one  of  the  cakukitions  of  a 
■ardmnt  is  to  assort  the  qualities  of  his  article  according  to  the 
~  I  of  the  particdar  markeu  ?— That  is  the  practice  of  all 
^~,Ibeliere. 


S289.  Do  ^ou  know  whether  among  the  Company's  teas  the 
ane  denominations  hare  the  same  orices,  or  are  there  not 
firialions  of  price  for  teas  of  the  same  oenomination  ?— I  should 
dunk  there  must  be  variations  for  difierent  chops. 

S29€L  Then  all  their  souchong,  for  instance,  is  not  of  one 
giren  price ?— Certainly  not;  it  must  vary  according  to  the 
9iaai^. 

S29L  So  that  the  Company  here  gives  us  some  superior  and 
lome  inferior  teas  of  the  same  denomination  ? — Of  some  nar- 
ticular  kinds  there  certainly  is  inferior  tea ;  but  I  should  tnink 
tliat  it  would  be  hardly  right  to  say  that  they  ffive  you  inferior 
tod  siqierior :  Uiey  give  you  superior  and  middling  tea. 

S292.  If  there  were  a  free  trade  of  tea  to  this  country,  do 
jou  think  that  the  consequence  would  be  that  we  should  get 
iDore  of  the  iiderior  and  less  of  the  superior  than  we  now  get  ? 
-^I  think  Uie  high  duties  in  this  country  serve  to  prevent  any 
inferior  article  from  coming  here  for  consumption. 

329S.  If  the  duties  are  ad  valorem,  does  not  that  do  away 
With  that  objection  ?— Still  it  would  havethe  same  effect. 

3294.  Did  you  ever  see  what  is  sold  for  tea  m  any  of  the 
(owns  or  villages  of  this  country  ? — I  have  certainly  tasted  in- 
fSerior  tea. 

3295w  Did  you  ever  see  in  America  any  thing  so  bad  as  that 
^hidi  is  sometimes  sold  in  this  country  ? — I  do  not  think  I 
liaye  seen  any  so  bad.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  tea :  I  think  it 
is  an  adulteration  with  gooseberry  leaves,  or  something  of  that 
kind. 

S296.  Would  not  there  be  less  of  that  adulteration  if  there 
t  bcoiig^t  to  this  country  some  of  tlie  lower  qualities  of  teas  ? 
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— It  would  depend  upon  how  brought.  If  the  price  was  brought 
down  so  that  the  object  would  be  triiing,  there  would  be  no 
adulteration,  I  ahould  think. 

3297.  You  think  there  would  be  less  inducement  to  adul- 
terate the  low-priced  teas  Uian  the  higher  ? — Certainly  there 
would  be- 

3298.  Do  not  the  Americans  usuallj  carry  on  their  trade  in 
their  own  ships  ? — They  do. 

3299.  The  business  of  merchant  and  ship-owner  are  not 
separated,  as  they  are  Ln  this  country  ? — No,  they  are  combined. 

3300.  Does  not  that  make  it  rather  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
precise  value  of  freight  in  America? — ^No;  there  are  many  ships 
that  go  on  freight  of  course  ;  it  is  a  thing  estabhshcd  as  much. 
as  here, 

330  L  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  would  be  the 
amount  of  freight  from  America  to  China  and  back  or  from 
America  to  China  and  back  to  Europe  ? — They  go  generally  in 
ballast.  A  ship-owner,  within  two  years,  oftered  tofiunish  nr«t- 
class  ships  at  30  dollars  per  ton^  that  ia  about  £6.  10.c,  to  go 
from  Am  erica  f  to  load  teas  at  Canton,  and  return  to  Europe  or 
America ;  they  would  take  out  any  cargo  that  the  freighter 
might  wislj  to  send. 

3302,  You  mean  that  the  party  engaging  the  ships  would 
have  a  righi  to  fill  her  to  any  extent  he  might  wish,  out  and 
home  ? — Yes. 

3303,  But  the  habit  of  the  trade  is  such  that  there  is  very 
little  freightage  out  ?  — Yes- 

3304,  Upon  the  average  what  time  does  that  voyage  take  ? — 
Upon  tlie  average  about  eleven  months.  Many  go  in  ten 
months,  but  it  is  fair  to  calculate  a  year, 

3303.  Are  you  speaking  of  ships  of  the  first  class  ? — Of  the 
first  class. 

3306.  Are  they  ships  in  which  you  would  trust  valuable  com- 
modities, requiring  to  be  kept  dry,  as  soon  as  you  would  in  any 
of  the  ships  of  the  East-India  Company  ?— Certainly ;  ships 
cannot  be  built  stronger  or  better. 

3307.  Would  you  say  that  they  were  perfectly  suited  to  the 
safe  conveyance  of  a  delicate  article?— Certainly. 

3308.  Should  you  think  them  as  little  liable  to  sea  average 
as  any  other  ships  ?--!  should  think  they  were  less  liable  to  it, 
perhaps  than  any  other. 

3309.  What  size  are  the  American  ships  generally  ? — Four 
hundred  tons  is  about  the  size. 

3310.  Are  those  considered  better  for  the  trade  than  larger  or 
smaller  ? — I  think  they  have  been  found  in  most  trades  to  be  Oie 
most  economical  size ;  that  is,  to  carry  the  largest  cargo  at  the 
smallest  expense. 

3311.  Do  you  know  how  many  men  an  American  shtp  of  400 
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font  ^oing  to  Chma  it  manned  with  ? — I  do  not  remember  whe-    15  Mf.  uao. 

tber  It  !•  eMitcen,  or  nineteen,  or  twenty,  but  the  entire  number    ,  ^ 

of  penons  oo  bovd  if  between  thote.  J-*-«A,/«. 

SSI 2.  What  iM  the  ordinary  rate  of  premium  on  insurance  ? 

^— The  premium  has  been  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  at  Lloyd  s 

for  a  voyage  out  from  London  to  Canton  in  an  American  ship  ; 

I  think  it  would  be  two  per  cent,  if  the  insurance  were  now  to 

be  done  here 
SSiS.  Is  that  on  goods  or  on  specie  ?— On  goods ;  on  specie 

less. 

SSI 4*  Do  you  find  any  difference  in  the  insurance  upon  an 
American  ahip  that  goes  out  from  here  and  a  Company's  ship  ? 

•—There  is  a  difference  in  the  rate  of  insurance,  but  I  think  it 
ought  not  to  be.  I  obsenre  that  on  the  Campany*8  ships  they 
ps^  three  per  cent,  for  the  voyage  out,  and  on  the  American 
ibiptf  I  think  it  could  be  done  at  two.  There  is  not  much 
imiraiice  done  on  Americans  here  ;  but  it  should  be  considered 
that  the  Company's  ships  stop  at  various  places  to  land  stores, 
Mfhapt  ffo  by  way  of  Madras  or  Calcutta,  and  therefore,  although 
I  think  ubree  per  cent,  is  too  much  for  them»  it  is  not,  on  the 
vhole,  so  far  out  of  the  way. 

5515.  Can  you  state  the  comparison  between  the  American 
thips  and  the  Company's  ships  that  go  direct  from  London  to 
China  without  stopping  ?— I  believe  they  charge  that  sum  when 
they  go  direct.  There  is  something  about  it  which  I  think  I  do 
Aot  understand  ;  there  must  be  some  clauses  in  the  policy, 
otherwise  I  am  sure  three  per  cent,  never  would  be  paid.  There 
cannot  be  better  ships,  and  commanded  unquestionably  by  men 
of  first-rate  abilies,  and  it  is  very  rarely  any  accident  happens  to 
them.     The  rate  of  premium  appears  to  me  unaccountable. 

5516.  Do  you  say  confidently,  that  that  rate  of  premium  does 
exist  ? — I  am  sure  it  exists,  and  it  has  surpriited  me  frequently. 

5517.  Do  not  you  think  it  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact,  that 
with  respect  to  large  ships,  however  well  constructed,  their 
going  out  and  coming  into  harbour  is  always  a  more  difficult 
operation  than  with  ships  of  a  more  moderate  size  ? — Unquestion- 
ably it  is;  but  in  those  long  voyages  there  are  only  two  ports,  one 
to  leave  and  one  to  make,  and  those  are  such  us  are  casiljf  made. 
I  do  not  think  that  hazard  is  material. 

5518.  You  have  stated  the  premium  at  Lloyd's  ;  what  would 
be  the  same  premium  done  in  America  ? — I  think  they  have 
even  gone  so  low  as  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  United 
States  to  Canton  direct. 

3S19.  What  is  the  premium  out  and  home  from  the  United 
States  ? — Perhaps  three  to  three  and  a  half. 

SS20.  Would  it  be  the  same  from  America  to  Canton,  and 
\mick  to  Cowes  and  a  market  ? — It  would  depend  on  the  season, 
iosiMBe  degree ;  if  the  voyage  was  to  end  late  in  the  season  it 
would  be  rather  more. 
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3321.  Supposing  the  ship  to  come  into  ihe  channel  at  a 
favourable  season  of  the  year? — I  should  think  they  would 
probably  require  a  little  more,  perhap!»  a  half  per  cent, 

3322.  That  ship  would  ha?e  not  only  to  come  to  Cowes,  but 
would  have  again  to  go  to  a  market  on  the  contment  ? — She 
woukl. 

3323.  Are  tbe  premiums  generally  higher  or  lower  m  America 
than  at  Lloyd's  ? — They  are  generally  lower  ;  but  the  average 
clauses  are  not  the  same,  which  sometimes  makes  the  higher 
premiums  at  Lloyd'«  more  advantageous  than  the  lower  pre- 
miums* in  the  United  States. 

3324.  Do  you  think  you   could  now,  at    the  present  lime, 
procure  good    ships  to   go   to  China  and  bring   back  teaa   at* 
£7.  10^.?^ — I  have  not  a  doubt  that  I  could  get  any  quantity. 

3325.  Do  you  mean  American  ships?— American  ahipi. 
33'^6.  To  go  either  from  America  or  from    Europe? -From 

either. 

3327.  Could  American  ships  be  hired  in  the  river  Tliames  to 
any  amount  ? — Not  to  any  extent  ;  you  will  generally  find  four 
or  five  small  ships  there. 

3328.  When  you  talk  of  £7.  lO^.  per  ton,  what  ton  do  you 
speak  of? — That  is  the  ton  of  M\y  cubic  feet. 

2329,  Is  that  the  same  measurement  by  which  the  Company's 
contracts  for  freight  are  made? — It  is  the  same  measurement 
by  which  the  Company's  contracts  are  made;  they  take  fitYy 
cubic  feet,  I  believe.  Tlie  price  was  thirty  dollars  for  forty 
cubic  feeti  which  being  brought  into  the  Company's  meaaure^ 
ment  makes  £7,  10s.  for  fifty  cubic  feet,  which  is  the  Com- 
pany's measured  tonnage. 

3330,  From  your  experience  of  the  shipping  of  this  country, 
do  you  suppose  that  British  shipping  could  be  got  at  prices 
equally  advantageous  ? — I  am  afraid  n*)t,  they  cost  so  much 
more.  I  should  think  the  ship- owners  here  could  not  alFordi 
with  the  high  prices  of  provisions  and  the  cost  of  their  ships,  to 
navigate  so  cheap, 

3331,  Can  you  slate  what  you  think  the  difference  would  be 
at  which  the  English  ship-owner  could  afford  to  do  the  same 
trade  ?— It  re  qui  res  a  long  calculation  to  determine  that*  I  see 
the  cost  of  a  first-class  ship  in  the  United  States  would  be  £15 
per  ton  complete  for  sea,  while  here  the  price,  I  belJeTe,  would 
be  £25. 

3332,  Are  you  speaking  of  a  river-built  ship  ? — A  river-bulk 
ship  would  cost  £25,  a  northern- built  ship  would  cost  £20.  It 
depends  altogether  upon  what  class  of  ships  one  would  charter  i 
bot  with  this  increase  in  the  value  of  the  sliip  and  the  high  price 
of  provisions ;  and  the  sailors^  I  believe,  are  rather  dearer  here 
than  in  the  United  States*  there  would  be  a  difference,  perliaps, 
of  one- fourth  in  the  freight- 
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3SSS.  Are  you  speaking  now  of  the  freight  at  which   the   IS  Un.  183a. 
Engliah  thip-oimer  could  do  the  tame  voyage  ? — I  should  think 
he  would  require  a  fourth  more. 

5554.  la  not  a  British  ship  more  durable  than  an  United 
State's  ship?  — There  is  no  doubt  she  is  more  durable  ;  but  that 
part  of  the  ship  which  decays  more  in  the  American  than  in  the 
English  ia  very  easily  replaced  in  the  United  Sutes.  Timber  ia 
very  cheap ;  therefore  in  a  copper-fastened  ship  the  wood  pari 
of  a  ia  a  very  small  part  of  the  expense. 

5555.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  American  could  afford  his 
freight  at  one-quarter  less  than  the  British  ship-owner? — I 
should  think  he  could ;  but  I  ma^  not  be  correct  in  that ;  it 
Teqoirea  some  figures  to  come  to  it. 

5556.  Is  that  entirely  owing  to  the  difference  of  construction, 
or  to  what  extent,  cheapness  of  navigation?— I  should  think 
oae-^ialf  ia  the  ch»4>ness  of  navigating. 

3S37.  You  think  the  difference  is  about  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  expense  of  building  and  the  expense  of  navigating  ? 
—That,  I  should  say,  is  about  the  division. 

SS38.  Would  it  put  the  British  ships  more  upon  an  equality, 
if  tboae  ships  for  long  voyages  might  be  victualled  at  the  price 
of  provisions  on  the  continent  of  Europe  ? — It  would  make  a 
yfij  great  difference. 

SS89.  If,  for  instance,  they  could  be  supplied  with  bread 
and  other  |Nnovision-stores  at  Uie  price  of  the  bonded  warehouse 
of  com,  would  that  make  a  considerable  difference  ? — It  would 
nuke  a  ver^  great  difference.  It  was  the  case  that  they  could 
be  so  supplied  some  time  ago  ;  but  I  imported  some  beef  from 
America  to  supply  that  demand,  and  they  altered  the  law  here 
to  prevent  it ;  that  was  about  the  year  1826. 

5540.  Tour  object  being  to  victual  your  ship  with  foreign 
proviaioos  ? — That  was  the  object  of  bringing  the  beef  here. 

5541.  Have  there  not  been  instances  of  ships  clearins  out 
imm  ports  of  Europe  in  preference  to  using  ports  in  England, 
for  thie  express  purpose  of  cheaper  victualling  ? — I  should  doubt 
whether  tnat  was  the  case.  Triey  can  always  in  coming  from  a 
forei^  port  bring  their  bread ;  and  there  is  no  place  on  the 
Conuneiit  where  beef  is  padced  so  well  as  in  this  country. 

5542.  Do  the  American  ships  that  go  out  from  here  somt- 
times  bring  their  bread  with  them  for  the  purpose?— They 
generally  bring  their  stores  with  them ;  they  endeavour  not  to 
vant  moch  here.  When  they  come  firom  Canton,  of  course, 
dieir  alorea  are  exhausted. 

8S4S.  With  reference  to  the  difference  between  the  amount 
ofpfemhima  oo  American  ships  and  on  the  Company's  ships, 
«a  joa  aware  that  naks  on  the  Company's  ships  are  always 
labjeci  to  die  dealination  of  the  ship  being  altarad,  or  the  ship 
i  op  as  a  tanaporty  whibt  an  mauranoe  on  an  Anie« 
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rican  ship  is  not  liable  to  any  riak  but  from  port  to  port  ? — I 
should  think  that  might  account  for  part  of  the  difference.  I 
was  not  aware  that  those  clauses  existed  in  the  charter-party- 
1  should  think  there  is  something  more  than  that  which  causes 
tlie  premium  to  be  so  high. 

3344',  Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  of  the  Americans  suffer- 
iiig  fi-om  any  conflict  with  the  Chinese  autliorilies  at  Canton? 
— I  oidy  remember  one ;  t!iat  was  the  case  where  an  Italian 
sailor,  who  had  committed  murder,  was  given  up  to  be  stran- 
gled according  to  their  laws.  It  was  done  very  quicklji  1 
believe. 

3345.  Do  the  Americans  use  much  of  the  authority  of  thcir^ 
consul  there  ? — I  should  think  very  little. 

3346.  Is  there  any  difficulty  of  trading  there,  wliicb  makes 
them  desirous  of  a  more  powerful  representative  of  the  country 
iti  the  port  of  Canton  ?—  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  such 
desire;  the  trade  has  always  gone  on  very  well,  and  without 
any  difficulty.  ' 

3347.  Is  their  trade  sometimes  directed  to  other  ports  than 
that  of  Canton  in  China?— I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
of  any  case  of  their  going  to  any  other  ports  ;  it  is  possible  that 
it  might  have  taken  place. 

3348.  Do  not  they  send  goods  to  Manilla  sometimes? — To 
Manilla,  and  all  the  islands  and  ports  in  the  Archipelago. 

3349.  Do  thev  take  out  goods  suited  to  tliose  different  mar-j 
keta?— They  take  all  goods  suited  to  those  markets  ;  imitatiooai 
of  Indian  man  u  fact  u  res  J  and  the  tike. 

3350.  Do  you  know  of  any  voyages  that  have  been  under- 
taken to  Cochin  China  or  Siam  by  any  of  your  countryraen  ? — 
There  was  a  voyage  undertaken  by  Captain  White,  who  pub- 
lished a  journal  of  it,  to  Cochin  China ;  and  Captain  Coffin, 
who  is  here  with  the  Siamese  youths,  made  a  voyage  to  Siam. 
His  vessel  was  fitted  here,  or  rather  the  cargo  was  sent  to  him 
at  Hamburgh  from  hence. 

3351.  Did  he  accomplish  his  voyage? — He  went  there  and 
traded,  and  has  repeated  his  voyage  since, 

3352.  Was  that  the  siraple  effect  of  a  single  trader,  or  was. 
any  consul,  or  was  any  official  person  put  forward  to  mediate 
wi til  the  government? — None  other  than  Captain  Coffin;  he 
managed  his  own  affairs. 

3353.  And  he  did  trade  at  Siam  and  came  away  ?— He  did* 

3354.  Do  you  know  whether  he  made  a  good  adventure  of 
it?— I  believe  very  fair. 

.S355.  Do  the  Americans  trade  to  Sincapore? — They*  I 
helieve>  are  not  allow^ed  to  trade  direct  to  the  little  spot  called 
Sincapore.  They  call  there  and  make  their  bargains,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  lay  off,  or  to  go  Iq  some  little  distance  ta  ac 
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\Xuh  the  bosineM  ;  it  is  not  legal  for  them  to  load  and  unload   15  Mar.  ia30« 
at  Sincapore  ;  they  have  a  little  traffic  there,  but  not  much.         ^,^."7^. 

SS56.  Do  you  think  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  Ameri-  Mtf* 
can  trade  in  China  is  done  through  smuggling  than  of  the  Eng- 
li^  trade  that  goes  there  ?  — llie  only  smuggling  that  I  have 
ever  heard  of,  that  might  be  called  such,  is  that  of  opium,  which 
a  a  prohibited  article.  There  is  no  doubt  that  both  the  mat- 
ters and  supercargoes  in  the  private  trade,  as  well  as  the  Com- 
pany's masters  and  officers,  do  smuggle  a  little,  some  trifling 
things,  but  I  think  not  to  any  amount  that  is  worth  naming. 
The  great  smuggling  business  is  that  in  which  the  Company  are 
so  fiir  interested,  that  they  furnish  the  materials,  the  opium ; 
and  no  doubt  the  success  of  tlmt  trade  is  very  important  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Company  in  the  market  it  furnishes  for  the 
opium. 

3357.  But  you  do  not  think  that  the  American  part  of  the 
trade  is  more  a  smuggling  trade  than  the  English  ? — Certainly 
not ;  there  is  only  one  American  ship,  and  there  are  usually  five 
English  ships  lying  at  Lintin  for  that  purpose. 

3358.  Do  the  five  English  ships  that  arc  lying  there  carry 
on  the  English  country  trade? — They  are  regular  ships  sta- 
tioned there  for  the  purpose  of  smuggling,  and  nothing  else. 

3359.  Do  the  Company's  ships  ever  drop  any  goods  at  Lintin 
Tor  the  purpose  of  smuggling  ? — I  should  think  not,  excepting  a 
few  small  articles  belonging  to  the  officers,  nothing  worth  men- 
tioning. 

3360.  Otherwise  is  the  American  trade  at  Canton  carried  on 
as  respectably,  and  with  as  respectable  and  substantial  persons 
there  as  the  trade  of  the  Company  ?— It  is.  1  should  say  the 
Company  has  no  advantage  there,  other  than  that  which  the 
tiagiutade  of  their  operations  gives  them  ;  any  commercial  house 
with  the  same  amount  of  business,  and  moving  with  the  same 
regularity,  would  have  the  same  advantage. 

3361.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  to  the  Committee  for 
the  last  four  or  f\ye  years  the  amount  of  your  shipments  to 
Canton  for  American  account,  beginning  with  the  years  1826 
%nd  1827,  and  the  articles  of  which  it  consisted  ?— In  1826  the 
amount  was  £120,000;  and  in  1827  the  amount  was  £85,000. 
It  consisted  of  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  copper,  quicksilver,  co- 
chineal, opium,  linens,  watches,  and  tin  plates. 

SS6S.  Is  the  iron  bar-iron  ?— Bar-iron,  and  nail-rods,  and 
lioopa. 

3363.  Is  the  cotton,  cotton-twist  or  printed  cotton  ?— Cotton 
cloths  printed. 

3364.  No  cotton-twist  ?»Not  in  1827 :  that  is  a  more  recent 
artide. 

3S65.  What  was  the  amount  in  1828  ?— The  amount  in  1828 
ma  f88|000 ;  and  the  amount  in  18SI9,  £147,000. 
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S366.  Are  the  articles  you  have  stated  the  general  articles  of 
which  all  the  advenlures  are  eoinposed? — ^Perhaps  there  are 
some  articles  in  the  shipments  which  arc  different.  There  are 
Borae  investments  for  the  Manilla  market,  which  if  they  do  not 
suit  at  Canton  arc  sent  on  there,  but  that  would  vary  from  the 
general  character  of  the  sliipments. 

3367.  Are  they  assorted  according  to  the  advices  you  receive 
of  the  capabilities  of  the  difierent  markets  around? — Yes. 

3369.  Do  not  you  think  that  with  private  traders  there  is  a 
stimulus  to  great  industry  and  exertions  tn  seeking  out  new 
markets  and  new  branches  of  trade»  which  no  company  can 
rival  ? — I  certainly  think  that  in  pushing  trade,  individuals  «uc* 
ceed  better  than  companies ;  in  any  trade  that  requires  ma- 
nagement and  perseverance  they  will  be  more  likely  to  succeed. 

3369.  Do  you  miwi  out  any  raw  cotton  from  this  country  to 
China  ? — We  did  last  year  send  out  a  cargo  of  cotton ;  having  a 
ship  going  empty,  and  cotton  being  very  low  here,  we  filled  her 
with  cotton  ;  it  was  Surat  cotton  bought  here. 

3370.  It  is  presumed  that  that  could  not  be  done  but  for 
the  fact  of  the  outer  freightage  being  of  very  little  value? — 
Yes. 

337L  Did  that  cotton  pay  ? — We  have  not  heard  of  it  yet ; 
it  was  shipped  in  1829, 

3372.  On  goods  you  send  out  there  do  you  put  tlie  Cooi- 
pany's  mark? — We  do  not;  we  put  one  as  near  like  it  as  we 
can  make  it,  without  its  being  the  real  mark  of  the  Company. 

3373.  Is  it  distinguishable  from  the  Company's  mark? — 
Very  easily  by  any  person  accustomed  to  look  at  lliose  tiling*. 

3374.  By  the  Chinese?— With  the  Chinese  it  is  found  that 
It  does  not  answer ;  for  the  Chinese,  as  soon  as  they  get  the 
goods  into  their  prossession,  strip  off  our  mark  and  put  on  an 
exact  imitation  of  the  Company's  mark. 

3375.  Do  you  put  on  such  a  mark  as  you  are  directed  to  put 
on  by  your  correspondents  ? — Yes. 

3376.  Are  the  initials  of  the  house  of  Perkins  on  the  mark  ? 
— They  are, 

3377.  They  are  put  instead  of  the  initials  of  the  Compaoy  ?^ 
They  are. 

3378.  Do  not  you  put  the  American  flag  instead  of  the  Eng* 
lish  flag? — Yes  ;  and  put  a  globe  instead  of  a  crown^  and  leave 
out  some  things  entirely. 

3379.  Do  not  the  Chinese,  to  whom  your  goods  are  delivered, 
know  that  they  are  not  the  Company's  goods  ;  do  they  suppose 
themselves  to  be  buying  of  the  Company  ? — Certainly  not ;  they 
know  very  well  who  they  are  buying  of,  and  that  they  are  not 
Company'^  goods.    It  is  for  the  purpose  of  their  currency  in  the 
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interior,  I  soppoae,  that  they  wish  to  have  the  marks  conform  at  15  Mar.  183a. 
nearly  aa  possible  to  those  of  the  Company's. 

S^O.  If  the  Chinese  strip  off  your  mark  and  put  on  the  Com-   *****!£»? 
pan/s  mark  before  thev  send  them  into  the  interior,  of  what 
inqMMtance  is  it  to  mark  them  like  the  Company's  ? — I  do  not 
think  it  of  any  importance*  it  is  better  to  be  aone  there. 

5581.  lo  the  purchase  of  your  woollen  goods  do  you  employ 
a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Everett  ? — We  have  employed  Mr. 
Everett ;  at  present  we  employ  no  one,  we  buy  them  ourselves. 

5582.  Do  yoa  boy  by  contract  ? — We  have  contracts  with 
the  manufacturers. 

5585.  Do  you  make  your  contracts  on  as  good  terms  as  the 
Company  ? — I  think  better ;  probably  to  the  extent  of  six  or 
seven  per  cent. 

8S84.  Do  you  think  the  quality  of  your  goods  is  as  cood  ?  — 
We  endeavour  to  have  them  as  good ;  perhaps  in  some  mstances 
they  are  not  quite  so  good.  The  reason  why  we  can  buy  a 
littie  better  is,  that  the  Company  has  a  very  severe  examination, 
wiudi  can  be  better  managed  between  individuals  than  with  a 
Company. 

5586.  Do  you  mean  by  sayins  that  it  can  be  better  managed, 
that  you  hav«  a  better  means  of  compromise  with  the  mani^ac- 
tmer  in  caaa  of  any  slight  deviation  from  patterns  ?  -  I  should 
ny,  in  many  cases,  a  piece  of  cloth  that  at  the  Company's 
varefaoose  would  be  thrown  out  as  imperfect,  a  man  would  come 
to  me  and  say,  I  will  make  you  an  allowance  of  so  much  on  that 
piece  of  cloth,  and  by  removing  a  stain,  or  setting  in  a  piece,  or 
the  like,  it  would  be  accommodated  ;  whereas  there  is  no  possi« 
biiility,  I  believe,  of  his  doing  that  with  the  Company  ;  at  least 
they  tdl  me  so. 

3386.  Do  you  suppose  that  any  considerable  portion  of  what 
you  send  oat  is  fl;oods  that  have  been  rejected  by  the  Company  ? 
-^I  should  think  not.  Perhaps  sometimes  we  buy  them  at  a 
very  great  sacrifice  when  rejected  by  the  Company.  I  believe 
the  party  with  whom  we  contract  for  the  chief  part  of  our  wool- 
lens would  not  offer  a  tender  to  the  Company  from  the  fiear  of 
loss,  by  having  his  goods  rejected  for  trifimg  faults. 

3387.  Tou  think  the  power  of  the  Company  arbitrarily  to 
reject,  prevents  manufacturers  of  character  from  tendering  ^oods 
M>  them? — ^I think  that  the  system  which  is  necessary  m  all 
Wrge  establidmients,  renders  the  chance  greater  that  some  will 
be  rgected  for  trifling  fiiults :  and  if  tlie  manufacturers  find,  in 
tiiair  contracts  with  the  Company,  that  they  lose  on  those  re- 
jected goods,  they  will  contract  at  considerably  less  with  indivi- 
^iaala  vrkh  whom  they  can  accommodate  the  matter  without  a 
less. 

3868.  Do  you  consider  that  you  buy  with  as  good  credit  as 
the  Company  ?—Certmly ;  we  pay  ready  money. 


15  M*r.  1850, 
Alfa  Batt'Sj 
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3389,  Do  rioc  you  think  that,  by  means  of  your  correspon- 
dence with  the  persons  interested  in  tlie  trade,  you  have  better 
means  of  accommodating  your  supply  to  the  peculiar  demands  of 
the  market  ? — I  should  say  that,  in  that  respect,  we  have  no  ad* 
vantage  over  the  Company;  tlie  officers  of  the  Company  arei  I 
believe,  industrious*  In  that  respect,  perhaps^  individuals  with 
less  business  may  find  more  tinte  to  investigate,  and  may  recom- 
mend some  articles  which  may  aucceed,  which  would  not  be 
thought  of,  or  woyld  not  be  noticed  by  a  large  body. 

3390,  Has  your  exportation  of  manufactures  been  profitable? 
— I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  other  than  that  I  judge  so  by  the 
increase* 

339 L  Is  it  upon  the  increase? — It  seems  by  the  statement  to 
be  increasing. 

3392.  Has  not  the  American  house  for  which  you  act  had 
several  partners  who  have  made  large  fortunes  in  the  trade  ? — 
Those  that  are  dead  all  died  very  rich ;  thosii  who  have  of  late 
been  partners  in  the  house  are  also  very  wealthy. 

3393.  Supposing  the  trade  to  China  were  opened  lo  every 
body  in  this  country,  do  not  you  consider  that  it  would  be  an 
injury  to  the  American  liouses  ? — Eventually  I  sliould  think  it 
would  ;  perhaps  immed lately >  in  the  destruction  of  the  business 
in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for  them-  Eventually,  it  woultl 
probably  injure  our  direct  trade  to  Canton  ;  it  w^ould  probably 
raise  the  price  of  teas  for  a  time  at  Canton. 

3594*  In  what  way  do  you  think  it  would  raise  the  price  of 
teas  ? — The  Americans  would  probably  buy  up  all  the  teas,  if 
they  could  get  hold  of  them  ;  at  least,  there  would  be  room  for 
speculation. 

3395.  Do  not  you  apprehend  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
overtrading  for  some  time? — ^Undoubtedly  there  would  be* 

3396.  And  that  the  first  year  such  a  trade  would  be  attended 
with  great  losses?  — Generally  that  has  been  the  case  where  a 
trade  has  been  opened  ;  but  the  distance  to  Canton  is  sucli,  that 
it  would  perhaps  be  less  than  in  any  other  place, 

3397.  Do  not  you  think  the  ultimate  result  would  be  a  con- 
siderablc  extension  of  the  trade?— I  have  no  doubt  it  would 
increase  very  much^  so  far  as  the  sale  of  British  manufactures  in 
China  and  the  neighbourhood  is  concerned* 

3398*  You  have  stated  the  value  of  your  exports  to  have 
increased  from  i:8.5,00a  in  1827,  to  £147,000  in  1829;  from  the 
increased  cheapness  of  the  goods,  has  not  the  quantity  of  your 
investment  increased  more  than  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  value?— With  reference  to  that  increase  in  1B29,  my  im- 
pression is,  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  opium  purchased  io  this 
market  which  might  amount  to  £20,000,  and  that  would  hare 
accounted  for  part  of  it ;  but  witli  relation  to  British  manuikc- 
rures,  I  doubt  whether   there   lias  been  any  considerable  fall 
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I  between   1B27  and  1B29;  probably  (he  quantity  bas  increased  ts  Mar.  18M. 
I  more  than  the  amminL  

5399,  Da  you  know  of  any  goods  sent  from  this  country  on         ] 
snt  of  Mensrs*  Perkins  and  Co,  having  been  noU\  at  a  dts* 

at  m  Cbina  ? — Never- 

5400.  Hare  ynu  heard  of  the  Americanji  having  lost  by  the 
of  manufactures  from  ihiat  country  to  Chmn  ?— Never. 

3401.  Do  not  die  Company  deal  upon  contract  with  respect 

» liietr  tem^  in  China? — rrincipally  on  contract* 

S402.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  dealers  in  teas  would  he 

Dore  likely  to  reeulate  their  nuppltes  of  tea»  so  aa  to  famisb  a 

Jar  supply  of  good  tea,  while  depending  upon  a  contract* 

if  they  were  to  depend  upon  a  fluctuating  market?— That 

a  point  which  I  think  remains   to  be  proved.     Tlierc  is  a 

ffcrence  of  opinion  with  regard  to  that  among  those  who  re- 

tm  the  spot-     Some    Americans  soy,  thai  they  believe  the 

iipcDj  keeps  the  price  of  tea  up  ;  that  they  are  confident  the 

[toode  of  dealing  keeps  the  price  of  tea  up  ;  others  are  of  a  diffe- 

m  cminioot  and  think  that  the  supply  might  fall  oflT,  or  tliat 

e  pncm  might  fluctuate*  and  be  very  tnuch  agninst  foreigners 

Ttw  Cteipany  were  not  iltere. 

S40S*  Do  you  know  tliat  tlie  tea  is  sold  here  by  the  Company 

as  imported  ? — It  is. 

SIM.  Hiive  you  ever  heard  Americans  express  any  alarm  on 

pect  of  a  free  trade   from  this  country  to  Canton?— I 

wi  ceKainly  heard   them  express  some  degree  of  alarm  for 

'*^  own  China  trade  in  case  it   should  be  opened  ;  that  they 

;  eventually  be  obliged  to  come  to  London  for  their  teas, 

the  course  which  trade  would  take  in  consequence  of  that 


M05.  Do  you  think,  in  case  of  a  free  trade  between  Canton 
ad  this  country,  that  the  trade  would  very  much  increase  from 
nd  to  Canton,  and  lessen  from  America  to  Canton  ? — If 
lllle  trade  was  thrown  entirely  open,  and  teas  treated  as  any 
Tither  commodity,  and  allowed  to  be  wurehoused  here  and 
brought  in  foreign  ship$,  my  opinioit  is,  that  this  country  would 
imtb  the  whole  tea  trade  of  Europe,  and  of  course  injure 
that  of  America. 

SI06*  Do  not  you  think  tlmt  the  Americans,  by  some  coun* 
tenuriing  duties,  would  mill  keep  the  supply  of  ten  to  their  own 
ports?— Tliere  li  a  smiall  duly  upon  teas  from  otliLT  placifs  than 
'rom  China  now,  but  it  seems  probable  that  the  duties  will  go 
tmtirely  off  in  America,  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for 
tluties. 

34Cf7.  Supposing  that   to  be  the   case,  might  they  not,  in 
order  to  secure  their  own  navigation,  make  new  laws  for  that 
purpose? — They  might,  certainly. 
$WS,  You  stated  the  different  prices  at  which  souchong  was 

3tt 
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15  Maf,  1830.  sold;  are  you  aware  that  t!ie  price  of  souchong  tea  at  the  Com* 

__         pany's  sales  in  the  years  1828  and  1829  was  2^,  lOrf.  per  pound, 

Jothua  Bales,   whilst  in  America  at  the  same  period  it  was  only  llrf.  and  I2d. 

Etq.         p^^  pound  ? — 1  should  say  that  the  souchong  that  was  sold  in 

America  was,  in  the   first   place,  inferior  to  that  of  the  Ccrm- 

pany  ;  and   in   the   next  place,  that  the  Company  got  a  very 

brilliant  profit  on  their  importation* 

3409.  It  appears  timt  there  was  the  same  difference  of  price 
in  the  price  of  bohea  tea  in  the  years  1B28  and  1829  ;  the  price 
at  the  Company's  sales  was  Is,  Bd,  per  pound,  and  in  New  York, 
in  the  same  year,  it  w^as  Bd,  and  9^^,  per  pound.  Does  any 
thing  suggest  itself  to  you  upon  that? — Nothing  more  tliantliat 
it  is  a  mono|H)1y  here,  and  it  is  free  there.  However  that  great 
difference  should  not  be  set  down  to  monopoly,  because  tliere 
is,  no  doubt,  some  difference  in  the  quality. 

34-10.  In  your  estimation,  is  there  that  difference  in  the 
qtiality  which  would  justify  that  difference  in  the  prices  ?^ 
Certainly  not. 

3411  Was  not  it  a  losing  trade  importing  that  tea  into 
America  at  those  prices?— Generally  it  has  been  a  profitable 
trade  ;  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  it  have  made  fortunes, 

3412  The  question  refers  to  the  particular  prices  that  have 
been  mentioned,  of  8rf.  for  bohea  tea?— My  impression  is»  that 
the  lowest  price  for  bohea  tea  at  Canton,  in  that  yean  ^^w 
about  twelve  tales,  that  would  be  about  iyd.  a  pound. 

3413.  You  stated,  thai  many  houses  in  the  China  trade 
have  failed  in  America ;  do  you  attribute  those  failures  to  losses 
upon  their  homeward  cargoes? — The  failures  are  undoubtedly 
owing  to  their  mode  of  transacting  business.  It  appears  iHH 
the  parties  w  ho  have  failed  for  such  large  sums  who  have  mH^ 
in  the  China  trade,  one  in  particular  I  happen  to  know  all 
about}  was  a  grocer  and  tea*dealer,  and  he  had  acquired  about 
100,000  dollars  in  that  trade;  and  he  thought  he  would  become 
a  trader  to  China*  He  embarked  that  sum,  and  perhaps 
100,000  more  that  he  borrowed,  and  was  very  successful.  On 
the  return  of  his  ship  he  happened  to  come  to  a  good  market, 
the  cargo  was  sold  with  the  duties  added  to  it,  and  when  he 
came  into  possession  of  all  this  money  he  thought  he  could  never 
be  ruined ;  that  led  him  to  project  the  running  of  a  monthly 
packet  to  Canton,  and  in  the  course  of  carrying  this  plan  into 
effect  he  was  ruinedi  as  might  have  been  supposed. 

3414.  Was  it  not  the  case,  that  the  teas  which  he  had  on 
hand  at  the  time  of  his  failure  being  sold  in  the  market 
were  sold  at  a  loss  ? — Undoubtedly  they  were  sold  at  a  very 
great  loss, 

3415.  Would  not  that  account  for  the  low  price  referred  to 
in  the  previous  question? — That   would  account  for  the  low 
price  in  part.     It  was  in  the  year    1828   that  this  gentleman^ 
failed. 
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Sl!6.  Are  yoa  aware  iliat  the  toss  of  the  Canada  trade,  and 
the  prohibitory  duties  laid  on  in  llolUind,  have  abo  contribuled 
very  much  to  reduce  the  quantity  which  the  Americana  could 
lell?^  Undoubtedly  that  wouht  have  liome  eiTcct;  but  I  think 
it  will  lie  aeen  that  the  trade  in  America  was  pualiMl  btmiid 
wImU  ttooold  bear.  From  £111.000,  the  jimounl  m  Im-^ 
it  waa  raited  to  £125,000  in  1825*6.  and  then  it  fell  of  to 
£102^000  in  the  year  1827.  In  18280  it  wuji  C80,1K>0.  No 
doubt  tKia  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  by  tlic  hitroductioa 
uf  teas  into  Canada  by  the  Con][niay. 

3417.  You  stated  ther«  was  oonatderable  facility  in  conduct- 
m§  twi»iii€is  at  Canton,  can  you  give  any  instance  of  a  ibip 
hmng  emcned  and  cleared  out  from  that  port  in  a  twf 
sbort  ^lace  of  time  ? — I  can  mention  leferal ;  but  one  vrhtcli 
it  iritbin  my  recolJectiua.  There  was  a  ship  caJled  the  Howc|uay 
vhi^  went  from  thia  country  before  I  haa  the  cliarge  of  the 
boaiiieM  of  the  Boaloo  house  :  she  sailed  from  here  ;  arrived  at 
Canloii  with  a  cargo  of  Brit  if  h  goods  ;  a  c^rgoof  teas  of  5,000 

r'tcr  chests  was  purchased  there,  »hinpcd  on  board  her»  and 
tailed  again  after  remaining  there  eleven  dayn. 

34ia  What  was  the  size  oi'  that  ship  ?— S80  or  400  tons. 

S41C^.  Do  you  know  any  port  where  that  business  could  havo 
lieea  conducted  in  a  shorter  space  of  time  ? — Possibly  ut  U* 
fvpool  they  dlight  have  done  it  a  httle  quicker ;  but  I  nhould 
iaahi  whether  it  could  be  done  even  there. 

3420.  Could  they  in  London  ?  -  Certainly  not  in  London. 

342L  Do  you  know  any  port  on  the  continent  where  simibv 
diapfttch  could  Ijave  been  used  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  oihtw 
port  in  tlie  world  where  it  could  be  done  with  much  greater 

S422.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  individual  merchant  at 
Canton  who  transacts  the  greater  part  of  the  business  there  ?<-^I 
biow  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr.  Sturges ;  Mr.  Cuithing  is  tho  largest* 

3423.  What  proportion  do  you  conceive  hi*  busfnets  bore  to 
die  whole  amount  of  the  American  transactions? — I  seethe 
Company's  exports  are  put  down  for  the  yenr  1826-7»    including 

I  ikctory  expenses  and  every  thing,  at  9,000,(XI0  of  dollars  :  I 
did  suppose  that  the  house  of  Perkins  and  Company  might 
>  shipped  during  the  past  year  2,000,000  of  dollars. 

3424.  Do  you  conceive  the  Chinese  to  be  an  anti-commercia] 
pic? — I  should  say  not,  they  seem  to  be  very  fond  of  trade ; 

is  no  unwillingness  to  deal  with  foreigners. 

Were  not  8piini«h  dollara  formerly  the  article  chierty 
I  at  Clinton  ? — IVom  this  country  1  believe  they  were,  and 
i  the  United  States^ 
34%.  Wlien  did  the  cxfKirt  of  British  manufactures  on  Ame- 
)  rican   account  commence  ?^I   tliink  about  the  year  1819  or 
IS20. 


S65 
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15  Mar.  1830.       S427.  Have  you  ever  made  any  calcylaiion  as  to  the  cost  to 
— -        the  British  public  of  the  teas  now  brought  by  the  Company,  and 
Ja§hua  Bales,   sqU  here,  over  and  above  that  which  they  would  pay  it'  bought 
'^'  on  private  accuunt  ? — I   should  say  the  teas  cost  the   country 

about  a  milhon  and  a  half  more  than  they  would  if  bought  on  pri- 
vate account* 

3428,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  India  Company  derive 
a  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  beyond  what  you  consider  would 
be  a  fair  mercantile  profit  ? — Beyond  a  fair  mercantile  profiL 

3429»  What  would  you  consider  to  be  a  fair  mercantile  profit 
upon  an  article  like  tea,  considering  the  distance  h  has  to  be 
brought,  and  the  length  of  time  that  a  person  must  lie  out  of  his  ^ 
capital  ? — I  should  suppose  25  per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  mer-  | 
cantile  profit  on  the  Canton  cost  on  the  finer  teas  ;  perhaps  tlie  , 
very  coarse  teas  would  bear  rather  more-  J 

3430,  Do  you  mean  including  freight  and  insurance? — Afkcr 
paying  freight  and  insurance, 

3431,  Is  that  witltout  taking  into  calculation  any  profit  upon     | 
the  outward  cargo  ?— Without  that,    I  mean  to  say  that  on  teas 
brought  here,  or  brought  to  any  market  on  the  Continent.  25 
per  cent*  would  be  a  remunerating  profit, 

3432,  What  should  you  consider  the  fair  profiti  as  profit  upon 
the  use  of  the  capital  employed  on  such  a  trade  ? — Very  smalK 
It  is  a  very  regular  certain  trade,  and  I  should  suppose  that  ^ye 
per  cent,  beyond  simple  interest  of  the  money  would  be  a  fiur 
profit, 

3433,  In  calculating  this  million  and  a  half  which  you  sup- 
pose the  India  Company  to  make  beyond  what  you  would  con- 
aider  a  fair  profit,  do  you  take  into  consideration  the  expensive 
mode  in  which  they  conduct  their  operations,  or  do  you  mean  to 
say  only  that  the  tea  costs  the  consumer  a  million  arid  a  half 
more  than  it  ought  to  do*  and  yet  aftbrd  a  mercantile  return  to 
the  free  trader  ? — I  cannot  enter  into  the  question  as  to  the  ex- 
pense by  their  mode  of  getting  teas  here;  I  only  know  what^  in 
the  course  of  the  operations  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  tea 
would  cost  me  to  deliver  here*  I  think  I  could  venture  to  con- 
tract to  deliver  it  for  one-third  less  than  the  Company «  sale 
prices  in  London. 

3434,  Then  your  statement  would  not  be  disproved,  if  the 
East-India  Compaoy  were  to  show  that  they  did  not,  in  fact, 
make  a  million  and  a  half  profit  ?— I  should  thuik  if  that  it  is 
so,  it  nmst  be  from  some  management  different  from  what  we 
are  accustomed  to. 

3435,  When  you  mentioned  the  sale  price,  did  you  mean 
the  price  at  the  Company's  public  sales  ? — Yes. 

3436*  Is  your  calculation  made  with  reference  to  the  teas 
sold  in  other  countries*  or  with  reference  to  the  teas  sold  here  I** 
— With  reference  to  the  profit  on  the  o[»eration. 


I8ELKCT  COMMITTEE  of  tii r  IIOUSK  OF  COMMONS,  SOJ 

Si37«  Vou  have  said  that  the  freight  in  a  Britijih  shin  would  t&  Mar*  1830. 
"giier  than  an  American   ship;   cio   you   know   wliat  tlie 
Dt  of  freight   19  now  between  London  and  Calmtla  in  a 
h  ship? — ^ll  is  very  low  on  some  articl«?s;  £1,1  bclieve«  on 
ivy  goods.    But  tbey  canool  aibrd  to  cany  gooda  al  Ihal 
^  it  is  the  f>assengers  that  pay  tteoii  Of  some  other  co«a* 
lion  which  they  get* 
3436.  On  the  average  of  the  last  two  or  three  years,  do  you 
DOW  what  has  been  the  freight  on  ships  from  London  to  Cal- 
iitta? — ^I    should   think    during    Uie   whole   of  the  last  year 
freight   out   of  !ieavy   goods,     such  as   iron  and  oopMTt 
not   been    above   SO^.    and     the    homeward    freight   liaa 
eneralJy  been  £4  on  similar  goods,  making  altogether  45.  \(hm 

3439,  Would  not  the  freight  from  London  to  Calcutta  be  the 

De  as  the  freight  from  London  to  Canton  ? — Certainly  not. 

»m  London  to  Calcutta  there  are  always  a  great  many  paaaen- 
wbich|>ay  very  well. 

S440.  lodependently  of  the  question  of  passengers^  is  not 
mucn  risk  attending  the  voyage  from  London  to  Cal- 
litta  as  the  voyage  from  London  to  Canton?— » Quite  as  much. 

344 L  Have  you  been  acquainted  with  the  freight  from  this 
»untry  to  India  ? — We  have  shipped  pretty  largely  some  years 
I  Baiavta,  and  we  have  also  an  acquuin  lance  with  the  trade  of 


3442.  You  have  stated  that  the  tea  brought  from  Canton  to 
sod  is  better  in  quality  than  the  tea  taJien  from  Canton  to 
rica,  or  co  the  continent  of  Europe  ? — I  say  that  it  h  so 

Jly ;  there  is  as  good  tea  goes  to  America,  but  generally 
\  is  not  so  good* 

3443.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  great  bulk  of  tea  brouaht 
tile  Company  to  England  is  tea  of  an  inferior  description  r^ 

i  ts  what  would  be  termed  an  inferior  sort  of  tea. 

3444.  Would  not  you  term  congo  an  inferior  sort  of  tea  ? — It 
I  geoemlly  understood  to  be  so. 

3445.  Do  you  know  the  proportion  that  congo  lea  bears  to 
other  sorts  of  tea  importeu  y|>on   the  Company's  account 

Canlon  ?— In  1826-7    the  Company  exported  of  Bohea 
f  54,000  peculs  ;  of  congo  tea,  l71»CKK>peculs  ;  of  souchong, 
t.000;  of  suDchi,    1,000;  of  pecco,  500;    tonkay,  5,400;   of 
,  2,000;  of  superior  tonkay,  2,000. 

3446.  Are  the  inferior  descriptions  of  tea  in  as  much  demand 
the  United  States  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe  as  they  arc 

I  EngisDd  ? — ^I  doubt  if  that  denomination  of  tea  h  much  used 
the  United  States ;  they  confine  themselves  more  to  young 
i ;  tlie  great  consumption  is  green  tea, 

3447.  Do  you  know  how  that  is  an  the  continent  of  Europe  ? 
-fiufipoabg  the  catisoes  sent  to  Europe  arc  assorted  to  meet 

[the  decnands  there;  Ifind,  out  of  the  S5»000»  1,5UU  bohca  and 
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15  Mar.  IB30,  10,000  of  congo  ;  4,600  campoy,  4,000  souchong,  2^000  pecco, 
3,000  hyson,  2,000  skm,  3^400  tonkay,  5,S00  young  hyson,  5€0 
imperial,  and  300  gunpowder, 

3448,  Were  you  rightly  understood  to  state  that  it  is  a  pre- 
valent opinion  that  the  Company  have  an  advantage  in  their  pur- 
chase of  tea,  inasmuch  as  they  contract  for  it  ? — I  have  stated 
that  the  Company  have  no  advantage  in  purchases  of  tea  over 
other  individuiils,  than  what  they  derive  from  the  magnitude  of 
their  operations,  which  any  other  commercial  house  would  enjmy 
if  moving  ik  Hkc  amount  of  husiness. 

3449*  You  have  expressed  an  opinion,  that  in  the  event  of 
the  China  trade  being  thrown  open,  it  would  probably  centre  in 
this  country ;  would  that  arise  from  cheaper  purchases  of  tea, 
or  from  cheaper  supplies  in  this  country,  or  from  cheaper  ship- 
ping being  engaged*  or  from  what  otlier  cause  ? — Tliere  would  be 
a  great  export  of  manufactures  to  those  regions,  and  of  ooume 
something  would  be  wanted  for  returns.  They  would  bring 
back  teas,  and  every  description  of  produce  they  could  find  in 
those  countries ;  and  not  only  would  bring  back  such,  but  per* 
haps  increase  them  by  the  very  act  of  carrying  manufactures,  as 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries,  who  have  hitlierto 
not  laboured  at  all,  seeing  such  beautiful  things  brought  out 
from  this  country,  would  be  desirous  of  possessing  them,  and 
proceed  to  labour  to  get  something  to  buy  them  with  ;  and  this 
course  of  trade  would  bring,  perhaps,  more  tea  here  than  is 
wanted  ;  and  the  price  being  reduced,  it  would  either  be  bought 
for  smuggling  into  the  Continent,  or  for  exporting  to  those 
places  to  which  it  could  go  legally. 

3450.  Do  you  consider  the  trade  in  China  susceptible  of  any 
great  increased  stimulus  ?^I  see  nothing  to  prevent  it  increasing 
very  much* 

3451.  Are  you  aware  that  tlie  Company  has  already  made 

efforts  for  that  end  ? — That  is  very  possible ;  but  I  tlimk  the 
Company  is  view^ed  with  some  degree  of  jealousy.  Their  ships 
have  a  sort  of  warlike  character  that  subjects  them  to  some  de- 
gree  of  jealousy,  I  think  individuals  would  be  more  likely  to 
discover  a  mode  of  extending  the  trade, 

3452.  What  are  the  reasons  upon  which  you  farm  tliat  opi- 
nion ? — It  is  formed  from  the  experience  of  the  course  of  trade 
in  other  places.  I  remember  that  in  18  IB  and  1819  the  first 
shipments  of  British  manufacture  took  place  to  Java  and  Ma- 
nilla to  any  extent,  and  now  tliose  places  have  become  very  ex* 
tensive  markets. 

3453.  The  question  alluded  to  the  circumstance  of  the  armed 
ships  of  the  Company  being  viewed  with  some  degree  of  jea- 
lousy ?  — I  have  always  understood  that  the  Chinese  are  a  timid 
people ;  and  in  the  case  of  Slam,  I  believe  the  Company  sent 
an  armed  embassy  there,  and  it  failed,  while  Captain  Coffin  suc- 
ceeded in  trading  very  well. 
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3164.  Da  the  American  ihlps  carry  aoj  gtini  ?— Thejr  Cttrry 
a  (tw  wamii  guna. 

5155.  What  do  they  cairr  them  for  ?— To  beat  off  pirates  in 
!  they  should  nieet  tliein* 

When  waa  tkte  emboMjr  fhmi  the  Company  to  Cochin 
I.  was  it  htikfe  Captain  Coffin  went  there  or  aflerP^It 
\  aAcr  he  had  made  one  voyage  iherew 
>  SI57.  Do  yoN  aappoie  it  Ailed  tocaiDie  il  was  accompanied 

an  amied  force  ? — ^No  doubt  of  il* 
34SS.  Do  you  think  any  such  jeftl<NNj  einiiti  at  Canton  with 
ect  to  the  Company *s  ships  coming  armed  ?— I  should  thtnk 
always  felt  some  degree  of  fear,  being  defenceless  there, 

3459.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  indin- 
going  with  ships  not   armed  than  takes  pl/icc  now  ? — I 
id  think  there  would ;  I  think  they  would  prefer  to  deal 
private  tradera. 
S460*  Have  you  Icnown  any  difficulty  that  tlie  Company  have 
tuider  in  carrving  on  their  trade  in  consequeuce  of  having 
ned  ships  ?  - 1  do  not  know  that  they  have  been  under  any 
olute  difficulty  ;  but  there  is  a  feeling  of  fear  and  jealousy  I 
?e   always  heard  expressed.     I  remember   the  trade  beiog 
at  one  time  by  the  inability  of  the  Chinese  to  disttn- 
the  Company*8  ships  from  frigates.     The  frigate  Dollis,  I 
;  during  the  late  war,  was  chasing  an  American  ship  off  the 
Rbouth  of  the  river ;  the  American  escaped  and  she  pursued  her» 
her  boats,  and  captured  her  in  the  river.     There  wos  a  stop- 
then,  1  believe,  of  the  trade»  owing  to  the  Chinese  not 
able  to  distinguish  between  a  King's  ship  and  a  Com- 
Dy*s  abip. 

S461.  Have  you  ever  heard  from  any  of  your  correspondents 
j^liat  was  likely  to  be  the  result  in  case  of  the  trade  being 
at  Siocapore,  whether  it  was  likely  to  become  an  em- 
for  the  sale  of  tea  ?—  I  have  never  heard  any  thing  from 
tty  corref pendents  about  it. 

3462.  Have  you  not  heard  tliat  the  Americans  were  likely 
|0  cmrry  on  a  trade  there,  supposing  they  had  not  been  pro- 
Ubited  by  the  Company  ?->!  do  not  tliink  the  Americans  would, 
becsnae  they  have  free  access  to  Canton. 

3463.  Do  you  see  any  advantange  that  would  be  likely  to 
ariae  upon  the  trade  to  Sincaiwre,  which  does  not  exist  at  Can- 
ton, with  respect  to  any  difference  in  the  UuticH  ui>ou  the  export 
of  leaa  by  Chinese  ships  as  compared  with  tbreij^n  shins  ?^It 
is  prolttble  there  may  be  some  little  dtflerencc,  ahhongn  I  can- 
not  atate  what  it  is ;  but  1  should  think  that  a  trade  in  that 
way,  wbteh  would  be  carried  on  in  Chinese  junk»»  would  be 
^fery  trregular,  and  not  to  be  depended  on  much, 

3464^  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  trade  carried  on 
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15  Mir.  li530.   belw^een  the  north-west  of  Ainenca  and  Canton  ?— I 

suppose  it  might  be  to  the  extent  of  half  a  million  of  dc 

J^tkua  Baits,   j^  |^||jj^g  ^fi;  j  believe,  now. 

34-65,  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  statei 
the  prices  paid  by  the  Americans  for  tea  at  Canton  ?< 
state  the  prices  paid  at  any  given  time ;  hjre  are  the 
current  with  the  last  season. 

S^&e.  Will  jou  have  the  goodness  to  state  them 
current  prices  were  as  follows;  boliea,  10  to  12  tales  pei 
congou,  14  to  20  tales  per  pecul ;  campoy,  14  to  20  t 
pecul ;  souchong,  14  to  25  tales  per  pecul ;  pecco,  non€ 
skin,  9  to  18  tales  per  pecul ;  tonkav  and  singlo,  15  to 
per  pecul ;  young  hyson,  20  to  S5  tales  per  pecul ;  hyso: 
45  tales  per  pecul ;  imperial,  40  to  50  tales  per  pecu 
powder,  40  to  52  tales  per  pecuL 

M67,  In  estimating  the  profits  of  the  Company,  bey 
profit  which  a  private  merchant  would  require,  to  amoi 
million  and  a  half,  have  you  referred  to  the  tables  lali 
Parliament  stating  tlie  prmie  cost  at  Canton  and  the 
of  the  sale  prices? — I  have  referred  to  those, 

3468.  Have  you  seen  any  advices  with  respect  to  tl 
of  bills  at  Canton,  which  would  lead  you  to  imagine 
American  commercial  transactions  have  remained  undi 
after  the  movements  which  are  supposed  to  have  late 
place  at  that  port?— I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Americ 
goes  on,  from  extracts  from  the  China  papers,  which 
transactions  in  different  kinds  of  goods,  which  could 
place  if  the  trade  were  not  going  on» 

3469.  Do  you  think  that  the  free  traders  in  Canto 
derive  protection  and  benefit  from  the  existence  of  tl 
pany'fi  Factory  keeping  the  Chinese  authorities  in  awe 
trade  may  be  more  steady  in  consequence  of  the  regulai 
which  the  Company  move,  but  I  should  not  think  it  ga 
any  additiontd  security  in  their  operations. 


Martis  16°  die  Martii  1830,       ^ 

Mr.  JOHN  DEANS  called  in  and  examined. 

Ifi  Mir.  tB30.       3470»  In  what  part  of  the  East-Indies  have  you  rei 

In  the  Eastern  Archipelago. 

Mr.J.Denns.       347 1,  For  how  many  years  have  you  resided   there 
sided  there  constantly  for  upwards  of  twenty  years. 

3472*  Where  was  your  residence  during  that  pci 
resided  for  three  years  in  Prince  of  Wales'  Island,  and 
in  Java:  for  two  years  I  was  travelling  about  the  Arc 
— the  hrsi  two  years  of  my  heing  in  the  East, 
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S47S.  Will  jou  be  so  good  as  to  «tate  the  penotl  at  wliicii  IS  &I*r*  1830. 
I  went  to  tJie  Etttt*  ftnd  at  which  you  left  it  f — I  arrived  in         — " 
East  in  1906  ;  I  left  Java  in  the  begitminK  of  1828 :  during  ^'^*  ^^'^^ 
tone  I  WAi  a  little  more  than  two  ^cara  in  Europe. 

5474.  In  what  capacity  were  you  residing  in  the  East  ? — 
Jly  aa  a  merchant;  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time  aa 

^merchant  and  agenL 

5475.  Had  you  any  opportunities,  during  your  residence  in  tite 
St,  to  acquire  any  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  population,  and 
1  7011  come  in  contact  with  tliat  population  ? — My  principal 

^tfrcourae  was  with  Chinese  settlers  in  the  Archipelago;  I 
^  ried  on  extensive  commercial  transactions  with  them, 

5476.  Did  those  commercial  transactions  give  you  any  op- 
lities  of  knowing  and  studying  their  cluiract«r? — I  had 
■      l)le  opportunities. 

3477.  Are  the  Chinese  settlers  numerous  in  the  Indian 
_  elago  ? — They  are  computed  at  about  20,000  in  Batavia 

[  its  environs,  anci  perhaps  twice  the  number  throughout  Java 
throughout   the    Archipelago;  they  are   very   numerous, 
lit  I  have  not  the  means  of  stating  their  exact  numlier. 

3478.  \1>liat  are  their  chief  pursuits  at  Batavia  ? — They  are 
they  are  mechanicttt  and  t^icy  are  sometimes  cultivators ; 

St  is  to  sav,  in  Java,  superintending  ciiltivatort ;  they  ar^  far- 
of  land,  and  ownersi  of  it  in  some  parts. 

3479.  What  is  tlieir  character  as  traders,  speaking  generally  ? 
»Tliey  are  keen,  enterprizing  traders,  extremely  ex[>ert  in  their 

and  understand  the  nature  of  tlie  trade  of  thos^  coun* 
in  which  they  are  settled  perhaps  better  tluin  any  other 
Ifeople. 

3480*  Have  they  information  that  enables  them  to  carry  on 
llheir  commercial  transactions  with  advantage? — They  seem  to 
llafe  very  accurate  infonnation,  and  receive  it  very  quickly  too. 

3481«  Con  you  state  any  instance  of  their  mode  of  acquiring 
[Jpibmiftlioni  and  the  qutcVness  witli  which  tliey  receive  it?— 
I  It  b  a  well-known  fact  in  Java,  tiiut  they  receive  commercial 
fiDformation  throughout  the  dtiiiaiit  parts  of  Java  much  earlier 
[llkan  Eur(^pean  merchants  do  who  communicate  througfi  tlie 
llegular  government  post. 

3462.  Are  there  amongst  them  peraons  of  wealtli  acquired  in 

!  F'— There  are  of  considerable  wealth. 

3163.  What  is  their  character  as  merchantft  with  reference 

)  tbe  punctuality  of  their  dealings  and  the  mode  ot  transacting 

I  ? — Those  who  have  obtained  a  high  reputation  are  ex- 

ely  tenacious  of  it,  and  tfiey  are  very  punctual  in  all  their 

3484.  Do  they  appear  to  possess  more  or  less  of  ifie  charac- 
terisiics  which  are  requisite  for  the  business  of  a  mcrcliant  than 

3  c 
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16  Mar.  1830*  the  imtives  of  other  oriental  countrieB  ?^I  do  not  think  they  are 
"T         exceeded  by  the  natives  of  any  country  as  a  commercial  peoplcb 

3485.  Do  you  in cl  11  tie  European  countries  ? — I  do» 

3486.  Is  it  difficult  to  transact  business  with  them  ?— Not  tlie 
least ;  1  have  never  had  any  difficulty  with  tlie  Chinese* 

3487.  Have  you,  in  point  of  fact^  transacted  much  busbesa 
with  them  ? — I  have,  very  extensive  business. 

3488.  Will  you  state  what  that  business  was  ? — I  imported 
largely  British  manufactures  to  Java»  and  theme  dium  of  commu- 
nication  with  the  natives  was  generally  through  the  Cliinese, 
who  purchased  from  me  in  whole  cases  or  bales,  and  retailed  10 
natives,  giving  me  their  simple  notes  of  hand  for  payment,  and 
being  always  punctual  in  meeting  those  demands, 

3489.  You  have  stated  that  there  are  about  20^000  Chinese 
residing  in  Batavia  ;  are  tliey  dispersed  among  the  other  Inha- 
bitantSj  or  do  they  form  a  class  residing  separately  F — In  Bata- 
via, as  in  all  other  large  towns  throughout  the  Archipelago,  they 
reside  in  what  is  called  the  China  Camp,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
town  appropriated  to  thcmsehxs,  and  there  they  retain  their 
own  usages  and  customs ;  even  the  architecture  of  the  town  is 
the  same  as  in  China,  and  the  very  mode  of  arranging  the  house- 
hold is  the  same* 

3490.  Is  any  proportion  of  the  population  of  a  permanent 
character,  or  is  it  altogether  a  migratory  one? — They  are  gene- 
rally of  a  permanent  character,  but  there  are  some  that  retttm 
to  China  occasionally. 

3491.  Are  thope  the  most  wealthy  that  return,  or  do  the  more 
wealthy  fix  there  ? — They  are  generally  wealthy  people  that 
return. 

S492,  Is  there  shown  amongst  them,  with  respect  to  their 
own  consumption,  any  indisposition  to  articles  of  European  pro- 
duce ? — Not  the  least  indisposition  to  articles  of  European  pro* 
duce,  but  rather  a  growing  taste  for  them  of  late. 

,  3493,  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  customs  or  pre- 
judices which  indispose  them  to  the  use  or  consumption  of  arti- 
cles of  European  produce  or  manufacture  ? — I  am  not  aware  cf 
any, 

3494,  What  articles  of  European  produce  seem  to  be  matters 
of  desire  to  the  Chinese  inhabitants  of  Batavia  ? — Ad  household 
furniture,  they  are  very  partial  to  our  glass-ware  of  all  descrip- 
tions, to  our  mirrors,  and  other  articles  of  ornament,  and  the 
consumption  of  them  has  greatly  increased  since  the  traders 
have  conformed  to  their  partialities  as  to  shapes  and  patterns. 

3495.  With  respect  to  dress,  what  is  their  practice  ? — Tlie 
form  of  a  Chinaman's  dress  is  always  the  same  wherever  he  is  j 
but  the  articles  of  which  it  is  now  composed  throughout  Java. 
generally  consist  of  European  manufactures*     There  are  some 
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few  suttefl  to  tint  cluKtate,  and  which  have  not  been  imiiateil 
b^  itt,  etiU  Chinete. 

M96.  What  articlet  of  European  manufacture  are  used  in  the 
drcM  of  the  Chinese  tnhabitanU  in  Ja^rs  ?->-«Wootleiif  mid  cation 
oMla ;  tile  latter  very  extenaively. 

S4li7.  Have  you  any  reason  to  form  an  opinion  whether  the 
tute  for  European  manufactures  which  exists  amongst  the  Chi- 
\  lohabjtants  of  Java  is  peculiar  to  thewt  or  whether  it  extends 
to  the  inhabiiants  of  the  empire  itself? — I  cannot  exactly 
e  llita*  llie  settlers  are  Chinese  ;  tlieir  habiu  and  manncra 
ir»  the  tame  in  the  Archipelago  at  lu  their  native  country,  1 
believo,  aoMl  ibaf  feadily  adopt  our  maoufaclures  in  preference 
to  their  own,  wImii  llioaa  ate  cheaper  end  better.  W  hen  I  iirst 
went  to  Java,  in  1811,  they  were  almost  cxclu4>ively  clotlied  in 
Chinese  manufactures,  and  I  witnessed  a  revolution  there  which 
almoat  clothed  them  in  European  manufactures^  during  tlie  time 
I  waa  there. 

34dfi.  In  what  interval  oi  time  was  that  change  effected  ? — 1 
coomienced  as  a  merchant  and  a^eut  in  181 S:  at  that  time  I 
do  not  tliink  the  consumption  of  British  manufacturtt  exceeded 
SOO  cea»  tJiroughout  the  whole  of  Java ;  in  1826,  the  laat  year 
of  irhicii  I  have  any  preciie  account*  the  importation  of  cotteoa 
1  6,D00  cases  in  Java. 


16  Mat*  1930. 


S4&9*  Can  you  state  what  the  value  of  those  6^000  cafcs 
night  be  in  tbe  itiarket  of  Batavia  ? — I  think  ttiey  may  be  taken 
upon  an  averege  at  about  £M  a  case. 

S5M.  Did  the  cnnimmption  of  wonlleni  and  other  European 
Btidea  hicreaie  in  somewhat  an  analogous  proportion  P^^Per- 
lapiaelio  extenaiYely;  they  did  increase  very  considerably. 
Old  I  myaelf  at  one  time  imported  very  extensively. 

1501.  During  your  stay  at  Batavia,  have  ^ou  known  many 
awr  Chioeae  settlers  fix  themselves  at  the  Chma  Camp  ?-*The 
jcmka  generally  import,  I  thinks  from  800  to  about  1,500^  or 
ftometimea  more,  annually,  settlers  from  China* 

350S,  Among  tho^c  new  settlers  is  tlicre  any  difBcuIty  in  pro- 
moting   a    consumption    of   European    manufactures? — They 
goierally  arrive  very  poor,  but  as  soon  as  they  obtain  the  meant 
of  ptirchaxing,  they  do  not  long  delay  availing  themselves  of  it, 
3^3.  You  have  stated  that  many  of  these  persons  that  ac- 
wealtli  in  Java  returned  with  their  wealth  to  China,  were 
!  peraons  who  so  returned  persons  who  were  consumers  of 
itiah  goods  and  manufactures  ? — They  were. 
3d04«  Have  tliey,  on  returning  to  China^  been  dtspersed  over 
lifferenl  parti  of  the  country,  or  have  they  been  connned  to  one 
ticular  province? — They  have  generally  gone  back  to  tlic 
fovince  to  which  they  belonged. 
pi^Cfcj.  Do  the  emigrants  to  Batavia  belong  to  one  particular 
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provmce,  or  do  they  come  from  difTerent  parts  of  the  empire? 
— lliey  came  from  ilifFerent  parts  of  the  empire,  particul&rly  the 
two  provinces  of  Canton  and  Fokien. 

S506-  Are  you  aware  what  nuinbers  annually  return  from 
Java  to  China?— No,  I  am  not  aware;  tliey  are  very  few  indeed 
compared  with  those  ivho  come  to  Java. 

S507.  Have  the  Chinese  inhabitants  of  Batavia  any  particular 
prejudices  with  regard  to  their  dit^t  and  the  consumption  of  rheir 
food? — Not  the  least.  I  have  dined  with  the  Chinese  merchants 
at  as  good  a  dinner  as  I  could  have  got  uwy  where  in  India,  and 
I  have  seen  recently  a  growing  taste  among  them  for  hams,  both 
the  York  and  Westphalia,  fur  fish,  such  as  mackarel  and 
herrings,  for  salt  butter,  and  for  wine  and  beer,  and  particularly 
Geneva. 

3508*  You  have  stated  that  the  Chinese  at  Batavia  are  pur- 
chasers of  European  produce  for  their  own  consumption,  and 
also  that  they  purdiase  for  sale  to  others ;  is  that  as  retail 
traders  ?  —  Yes ;  as  retail  traders,  they  are  generally  the  medium 
of  communication  between  the  Europeans  and  the  natives  of  the 
Archipelago, 

3509,  Is  that  trade  carried  on  by  them  for  cash,  or  by  bilU? 
— Occasionally  both.  They  frequently  sell  for  cash;  and  very 
often  they  barter  for  produce,  which  they  sell  again  to  European 
merchants.. 

3510.  In  what  description  of  vessels  is  the  trade  carried  on 
between  Batavia  and  China  ?^ — There  is  a  trade  in  junk^;  and 
there  is  also  a  trade  in  vcescIs  of  dii'erent  nations,  particularty 
AmericanSp 

35 1 L  Confining  yourself  to  the  junks,  will  you  stale  what 
description  of  vessels,  and  of  what  size  ? — ^In  consequence  of  the 
vexatious  forms  in  the  customs  of  Batavia  the  trade  in  junks  fell 
off;  and  I  think  in  1825  there  were  only  four  junks,  the  trade 
being  confined  to  Batavia*  amounting  to  440  lasts  or  880  tons. 
Since  that  there  has  been  a  modification  of  the  custom-house 
regulations ;  the  forms  have  been  rendered  more  easy  to  them, 
and  the  eastern  ports  of  Java  have  been  opened,  and  now  tl»e 
trade  is  considerably  increased.  I  think  the  last  that  I  heard  of 
the  junks  was,  that  seven  or  eight  had  arrived  in  Java;  certainly 
that  number,  if  not  more. 

3512.  Of  what  tonnage  are  those  junks  chiefly? — Their  ton- 
nage varies ;  1  do  not  think  that  any  of  them  exceed  400  tons, 
as  far  as  I  could  judge  or  learn  from  the  Chinese  themselves* 

3513.  What  is  the  general  average  ?^ — The  general  average 
may  be  about  300  tons, 

3514.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports from  Java  to  China  P^Tlie  exports  trom  Java  to  C  hina 
in  1825,  which  was  one  of  the  worst  years  of  the  trade,  but  ibe 
only  year  I   have  an  accurate  account  of,  exceeded   about 
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S.700«000  guildere,  or  i'225,C»00 1  that  vai  the  jear  to  which  tLa  16  BUr.  1S3IK 
port  ofBatavia  only  was  opened*  

3515.  Of  what  produce  did  that  conwit  ? — There  was  about 
£34,000  in  specie,  £4U,00U  worth  of  birds'-ivetlt,  £4,260  of 
Ketberlaiids  woollens,  aod  the  remainder  consisted  of  a  varieiy 
of  articles,  such  as  pepper*  betel-nut »  rattans,  Cxipang,  &c 

SSi6«  What  is  trtpang? — It  is  a  sea-slug  that  is  6»hcd  in  tbt 
Eftstcro  Archipelago.  It  was  formerly  only  found  in  the  I'lasteni 
ArchipdagOt  principally  about  the  Gulph  of  Carpenrnria;  tte 
smoufit  of  It  was  about  14,000  pecula,  which  was  sent  to  China, 
value  about  £120,000,  It  has  been  lately  found  to  abound  on 
tiia  CO— I  of  Cc>  Ion  and  in  the  Mauritius,  and  is  likely  to  bccoaie 
at  article  in  the  trade  with  China. 


3517,  Was  there  any  opium  forming  pon  of  that  trade? — 
There  was;  but  not  to  any  coosidefnbfe  tmltlitr  and  principally 
Turkey  opium. 

35 IB.  What  were  the  imports  at  that  time  info  Botavia  from 
China  ? — They  amounted  to  about  £75,000,  Tlie  imports  wei e 
prmdpally  by  the  junks;  the  exfHirts  were  by  all  vessels. 

5519.  Of  what  did  the  iniports  consist?^  A  variety  of  articles 
fttited  10  the  Chinese  settlers,  of  which  about  7,600  was  in 

5520.  Can  jou  state  the  number  of  icjuare-rtgRcd  vesaels 
•ydi  sailed  from  Batavia,  or  touched  there  in  their  way  to 
CUbi  in  that  same  year?— In   1825,  the  number  of  souare- 

1  fcaiela  wbidi  touched  at  Data  via  in  their  way  to  Chiim 


SS2I.  From  what  countries  ? — Three  were  Dutch,  four 
Eof^iih,  one  Portuguesei  and  eight  Americans. 

352S*  Have  you  had  occasion  to  con&ider  how  far  the  Eastern 
Archipelago  might  become  a  channel  through  which  teas  could 
be  sent  to  Europe  ? — I  have* 

$523.  On  what  occasion,  and  under  what  circumstances,  did 
ftm  ttim  your  attention  to  that  subject? — In  the  beginning  of 
ifltt,  when  there  was  a  talk  of  the  stoppage  of  the  trade,  I 
Ihoo^t  it  adviseablc  to  consult  the  agents  of  the  junks  as  to  the 
{MirticalMlitv  of  their  bringing  teas  suited  to  the  European 
tdaikel  to  Balavia;  they  assured  me,  that  if  any  interruption 
qI"  die  EarofMWi  trade  occurred,  they  iliought  they  could  bnng  a 
Vfvy  oonsidcrabte  quantity  next  year* 

5524.  Was  this  communication  with  persons  upon  whose  truth 
and  lidehty  you  had  reason  to  rely  ? — They  were  tJie  super- 
cargoes and  agents  of  junks  ;  men  who  conduct  the  whole  of 
the  trmde  in  the  junks, 

5525.  Were  they  persons  with  whom  you  had  other  commer- 
cial tiBOinftinni  that  enabled  you  to  reiy  upon  the  statements 
theymido?^ — Yes;  and  the  communicaiion  was  inade  to  tliem 
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Mr.J.DiUfU, 


5526.  Did  tbe  communication 3   so    far  impress  themselvefj 
upon   your  mind,  as   that  if  Uie  event  had  occurred  of  then 
stoppage  of  the  direct  China  trade,  you  would  have  given  ordersi  < 
and   relied   on   the  execution  of  those  orders   for   supplies  ol{ 
tea  in  the  way  suggested  ?^ — I  did  not  entertain  the  least  doubt 
that  the  Chinese  with  whom  I  proposed  the  arrangement  woulct 
have  brought  all  the  teas  they  could  have  procured^  on   theit- 
return  from   China  the  next  season,  and  that  they  would  hwm 
brought  me  particular  accounts  how  far  they  could  have  contit 
nued  that  trade,  which  they  seemed  to  be  pretty  cooBdeDt  thejs 
could  do  to  a  considerable  extent.  4 

5527.  Should  you  apprehend  that  a  trade  so  carried  on  woiil4/ 
have  exposed  merchants  like  yourself  engaging  in  it  to  any  frauA 
in  the  quality  of  the  goods  supplied  ?— 1  had  some  apprehenaioiii 
of  that,  and  I  mentioned  it  to  those  Chinese;  but  they  assureiil 
me  I  need  be  under  no  apprehension,  for  that  they  dealt  w'l^ 
respectable  men,  who  always  attached  their  chop  or  name  td| 
the  packages,  and  that  they  had  never  been  deceived.  They 
remmded  roe  of  a  circumstance  that  was  perfectly  well  knowii 
to  myself,  which  was  of  the  tobacco  of  the  Cadoo,  which  is  a 
provmce  in  the  centre  of  Java,  which  passes  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Archipelago^  bearing  the  name  of  the  cultivatorJ 
and  according  to  his  reputation  it  bears  a  price  without  evei^ 
being  examined.  I  had  dealt  largely  in  this  article,  and  I  kne«J 
that  this  was  the  case ;  and  of  course  I  could  only  assent  lo  thw 
observation. 

3528.  Are  the  Coraraittee  to  understand  that  there  is  a  claii 
of  cultivators  in  Java,  being  Chinese,  who  deal  in  tobacco  in  thai 
way  you  have  described  ?— Tl»ey  are  Chinese  cultivators, 
whose  names  are  a  guarantee  for  the  quality  of  the  tobacco^ 
they  sell.  * 

S529.  During  your  residence  at  Batavia,  have  you  had  any  cvi-^ 
dcnce  of  disadvantages  to  which  British  ships  have  been  subjedj 
in  consequence  of  their  exclusion  from  the  ports  of  China  P-f 
have  had  many.  I  have  ohen  myself,  in  shipping  goods  ta 
China,  been  obliged  either  to  get  freight  on  foreign  vesselsj  oi^ 
to  hire  Dutch  colonial  vessels  to  proceed  to  the  Straits  of  Sand^ 
to  meet  the  Company's  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  crtlier  disposing 
of  the  produce  I  had  for  the  China  market,  or  of  sending  it  on 
freight  to  China. 

3530,  Have  you  known  any  arrivals  at  Batavia  from  Neif < 
South  Wales  in  quest  of  freight? — Many;  there  are  genenilljp 
every  year  a  considerable  number  of  ships  come  from  New  SoutI* 
Wales  in  quest  of  freight. 

3531,  Has  the  state  of  the  law  put  you  under  the  neoemtf 
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of  ihiraifig  fxinsignmenU  of  prtnJt  ;  i  veiieli  ?-^t  !»?€  1<^  ^^^  ^^^ 

ihjppeu  in  foreign  vessels  for  Cltina,  brcduse  I  could  not  ftviil         TIC. 
mjredrof  th«  mieni ployed  Briu»h  tonnttge  wliidi  was  tying  in  •*'''*•'•'**••*• 
the  httrlKNir  to  proceed  to  Chioa*  and  which  would  glttdfj  hwns 
done  so. 

S532.  What  produce  have  you  shipped  to  China  ?^I  have 
Shipped  tto  in  large  quantiticSp  and  apices,  and  vanous  other 
amdea. 

3SS3.  Have  you  known  other  British  merchants  compelled  to 
ktve  reoourae  to  the  same  arrangctnirnt  ? — AH  mv  countrymen 
Si  Batavla  settled  as  merchants  were  occasioiudly  reduc«?<l  to 
Ifee  tasne  predicamenl,  and  I  know  that  throughout  the  Archi- 
pelago it  ts  the  same. 

S5S4*  Do  you  recollect  the  ctreumitanc^^s  of  the  scarcity 
vhidi  occurred  in  the  year  1824  ? — ^I  do. 

3535.  Were  there  any  opportunities  at  that  time  afforded  that 
WOtdd  have  admitted  of  the  profitable  employment  uf  ISritiVfi 
AippiDg? — I  perfectly  recollect  that  when  the  news  of  the 
'  hi  China  first  arrived  in  Batavia,  atrd  of  the  edict  ad- 
els  wflh  cargoes  of  grain  free  of  port  charges,  then 
*  English  ships  in  the  roads,  and  some  eiepectrd,  that 
irauJd  have  been  despatched  with  rice  to  Cliina*  but  of  course 
they  could  not  be  availed  of  in  consequence  of  their  not  being 
allowed  to  go  to  China. 

$5M*  Do  foreign  ships  call  at  Batavia  on  their  way  to  China  ? 
— Thej  dOf  particularly  Americans,  and  avail  themselves  of  all 
tbediaoeea  of  markets  in  their  way. 

I5i7.  In  what  respect  do  they  avail  themselves  of  the  chancii 
#inrteta? — "fhey  get  recent  accounts  from  China  of  tho 
iBH  of  the  markets*  and  they  there  eitiier  dispose  of  their  oiit<^ 
^wrd  inveAtmentB,  or  lay  in  such  products  of  the  Ardiipctoga  oa 
are  saitfd  to  the  China  market. 

S^SS*  From  your  intercourse  during  so  many  years  wiili  the 
can  you  state  to  the  Committee,  whether  they  are 
to  foreign  trade  or  attach  any  importance  to  its 
_  i?^ — *rhe  Chineae  of  the  Archipelago,  who  1  be- 
Beva  do'aol  di€er  from  the  Chinese  in  their  native  countryi  are 
ftfy  ionaible  of  the  importunce  of  commerce,  and  are»  as  I 
kite otreody  observed,  tlic  keenest  specuhitom  perliaps  in  the 
eoitQtiy* 

SSSd,  Are  you  aware  whether  the  fbreign  conimerce  of  China 
beconacaa  source  of  revenue  to  the  Chinese  government,  and 
a  matter  of  interest  to  the  Chinese  authorities? — llie  foreipi 
etHBnierce  of  China  is  very  extensive ;  it  exceeds,  I  beliofi^ 
eocuMonbly  £12,000,000  ^terlin^,  and  of  course,  aJthoufirh  not 
altagether  a  legal  commerce,  still  from  the  greater  part  of  it 
hdmf  aOii  the  Chioese  government  derive  u  r^>veuue,  and  a  very 
""  "^ — t^i-j  ^jjjg  gj  I  underatand,  from  it* 
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3540.  Have  you  reason  to  know  in  what  light  the  European 
imports  into  China  are  considered  by  tlie  Chinese  people,  or 
whether  they  could  easily  be  dispensed  witli  by  them  ?  — I  know 
that  the  imports  to  China  are  of  tar  more  importance  to  that  em- 
pire than  perhaps  the  tea  is  to  this  country,  great  as  it  is  consi- 
tiered,  inasmuch  as  the  opium,  which  is  now  a  very  extensive 
article  of  import  into  China,  is  generally  used  there;  and  when 
once  a  person  has  been  accustomed  to  the  use  of  it,  it  cannot 
easily  be  dispensed  with  without  danger  to  his  health,  and  per- 
haps hit  life. 

3541.  Do  you  state  that  from  your  experience  of  the  hablu 
and  customs  of  the  Chinese  people  at  Batavia  and  in  the 
Archipelago  ?— I  do,  I  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in  tlie  opium 
trade  at  Java,  and  of  course  saw  a  great  deal  of  the  use  it  was 
put  to;  and  from  my  own  observation  of  its  effects,  I  can  state, 
that  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  using  it  could  not 
have  dispensed  with  the  use  of  without  serious  injury  to  their 
health. 

S542.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  use  of  opium  is  increasing  ? 
•^Il  has  increased  very  rapidly  indeed  in  China,  X  saw  a 
statement  of  the  imports  into  China  down  to  the  beginning  of 
182d>  which  stated  it  to  amount  to  nearly  two  millions  of 
pounds  weight,  considerably  exceeding  two  millions  and  a  half 
sterling  in  value. 

3543.  Are  the  other  articles  imported  into  Chba  articles  of 
which  the  inhabitants  could  not  be  deprived  without  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  inconvenience? — We  may  very  easily  judge  of 
some  of  them.  We  ourselves  could  not  well  dispense  with  the 
spices,  which  are  used  in  China  as  generally  as  in  any  other 
country.  Some  of  them  are  articles  of  luxury,  such  as  birds'- 
nests,  which  are  imported  to  a  very  considerable  amount  in 
China;  also  tripang,  and  sinews  of  diflPerent  animals,  are  of 
course  not  perhaps  indispensable^  but  as  much  so  as  the  tea  is 
to  us  from  habit,  among  the  grandees  of  the  country;  and 
again,  the  betel-nut,  which  is  used  very  extensively  in  China, 
is  also  an  article  indispensable  to  the  lower  orders  in  particular. 

3544.  From  your  experience  of  Java,  and  your  knowledge  of 
the  increased  consumption  tliat  took  place  m  that  island  by  tlic 
opening  of  the  trade,  what  do  you  consider  would  be  the  effect 
of  opening  the  trade  to  China  itself,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
consumption  of  European  produce  and  manufactures  ? — Tlie 
enterprize  of  British  subjects  in  Java  was  very  much  aided 
indeed  by  the  activity  of  the  Chinese  in  conforming  our  manu- 
factures to  the  tastes  and  habits  of  the  people,  and  from  the 
very  rapid  extension  of  the  use  of  those  manufacture*  alnan  ' 
entirely  superseding  the  native  manufactures,  1  have  not  the  ' 
least  doubt  but  the  same  change  would  take  place  in  China, 
making  allowances,  of  course,  for  the  diMculties  that  are 
attendant  upon  having  only  one  legal  port. 
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SS4S.  AttheUmeofUieoccupotionof  JavainlSll,  in  what  l«  Mar.  la^io. 
mamifiMrhirtd   articles  were    the    inhabitantSt    Chinese    and        —- 
nativesy  clothed? — The  natives  were  dotlied  in  manufactures  ^''-^'^''^^ 
of  their  own  partly,  and  partly  in  the  manu&ctures  of  British 
India ;  the  Chinese  principally  in  Chinese  maaufactures. 

3546.  How  long  did  this  state  of  things  continue  ? — It  began 
to  dianffe  at  the  opening  of  the  trade  in  1814;  and  in  1828» 
when  I  left  Jara,  tne  natives  were  almost  exclusivelv  clothed 
b  British  nianufiu:tures»  and  the  Chinese  very  generally.  SUIU 
of  course,  they  used  some  Chinese  manufactures,  which  we 
haYe  not  yet  been  able  to  imitate  successfully. 

5547.  Are  there  any  particular  European  manufactures  which 
were  prepared  and  adapted  for  Chinese  consumption  ? — I  myself 
took  great  pains  in  ascertaining  the  tastes,  not  only  of  the  na- 
tivea  of  Java,  but  of  the  Chinese,  and  was  very  greatly  aided 
by  the  Chinese  in  obtaining  the  necessary  patterns  and  forms, 
which  I  brought  home  to  Uiis  country,  and  carried  out  a  verr 
extensire  consignment  conformable  to  those  patterns ;  which 
plan  was  followed  afterwards  by  the  other  British  merchants, 
and  succeeded  most  eminently. 

5548.  Of  what  description  were  those  articles? — With  re- 
gard to  broadcloths,  the  particular  object  was  to  gel  colours 
suited  to  the  people.  They  were  principally  cottons :  woollens 
to  some  extent,  but  the  cottons  were  the  greatest  quantity. 

S549*  How  did  the  British  imitation  stand  in  quality  and 
price,  as  compared  with  the  articles  which  you  imitated  ? — The 
best  proof  of  now  they  stood  in  quality  and  price,  as  compared 
with  the  articles  imitated,  was  tlie  almost  entire  suppression  of 
die  native  manufiurtures. 

S550.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  there  was  a 
sobstitution  of  British  manufactures  for  the  native  manufactures 
at  that  place  ? — There  was. 

3S51.  In  1826,  had  the  British  manufactures  so  far  displaced 
die  Oriental  manufactures  as  to  give  a  sufficient  supply  of  cloth- 
ing to  the  people  ?— Most  unquestionably  the  Pf  ople,  as  I  Imve 
already  stated,  are  now  almost  entirely  doiheu  in  British  manu- 
factures. But  not  only  were  the  native  fabrics  of  Java  almost 
entirely  superseded,  but  all  the  finer  fabrics  of  Bengal  were  at 
last  unsaleable  in  the  market  of  Java,  and  the  trade  with  British 
India  reduced  to  a  comparative  trifle  as  regarded  manufactures. 

3&52.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  population  of  Java,  in 
which  this  increased  consumption  of  British  manufacture  took 
l^ace  by  the  influence  of  free  trade? — It  is  computed  at  about 
5,000,000. 

S55S.  What  is  vour  idea  of  the  population  of  the  empire  of 
China  ? — From  the  statement  I  have  seen,  the  population  of 
the  Chinese  empire  is  computed  somewhere  between  140,000,000 
and  150,000,000. 

Sd 
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,  K  Mif.  1810*  S^SI-,  Do  you  consitjer  that  there  are  otlier  articTes  besides 
those  which  are  at  present  imported  into  China,  which  might, 
under  the  operation  of  a  free  trade,  find  a  profitable  sjrfe  there? 
— Judging  from  what  has  taken  place  in  Java^  where  the  Chinese 
do  not  differ  from  those  in  their  native  coynlry^  I  should  conceive 
there  are  many  articles  of  sale  which  might  be  extended* 

5555.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  any  instance  of  the 
discovery  of  a  new  article,  or  the  extension  of  production  of  an 
old  one,  that  has  added  to  the  value  of  the  imports  into  China  ? 
— I  can  state  one,  perhaps  not  of  great  importance,  but  it  would 
show  that  tliere  are  many  others  with  respect  to  which  tlie  same 
thing  might  be  done.  The  large  glasscB  or  rummers,  which  are 
used  in  their  houses  for  burning  a  light  before  their  gods,  oppo- 
site their  front  door.  1  noticed  them  on  one  occasion  as  being 
made  of  imperfect  China-glass  :  I  asked  the  Chinese  if  they 
would  have  any  objection  to  British  manufacture,  if  the  same 
pattenis  were  preserved,  and  they  gave  me  patterns  of  them, 
wliich  I  brought  home  and  had  mnoufactured  at  Biniilngham.  I 
took  them  out,  and  Imd  them  sold  for  a  considerable  price,  and 
they  have  since  continued  to  be  supplied  from  diifereDt  places  to 
a  great  extent. 

35.56.  You  have  stated  the  increased  consumption  of  tripang, 
Ims  that  been  an  article  of  late  introduction  as  an  import  from 
the  Archipelago  into  China? — Not  from  the  Archipelago  ;  but 
it  has  been  recently  distcovered  to  abound  on  the  coast«  of 
Ceylon  and  the  Mauritiusj  and  is  9ike1y  to  become  an  article  of 
considerable  trade. 

3557.  Have  you  yourself  dealt  in  the  article?  — I  have*  in  the 
article  prepared  in  the  Archipelago  ;  but  a  year  or  two  before  I 
came  home  I  had  a  consignment  from  Ceylon,  from  a  hou«e 
there,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  its  value  in  the  ^ 
market,  to  sell  it  in  short  for  the  China  market.  It  was  dan 
on  the  voyage  ;  but  some  of  it  had  escaped,  and  I  had  ;iii  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  its  quality  and  value,  and  I  found  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  imperiect  way  in  which  it  was  prepared  at 
Ceylon,  that  it  was  inferior  generally  to  the  tripang  of  the 
Arclupelago,  and  classed  with  the  lower  qualities* 

3558.  Is  there  a  considerable  demand  for  it  in  China?— Very 
extensive  demand ;  the  supply  has  never  yet  equalled  the  demand. 

3559.  Are  you  aware  what  the  total  quantity  imported  into 
China  in  value  has  been  in  any  one  year  ? — 1  have  already  staled 
it  at  about  11,000  peculs,  I  do  not  know  the  amount  now, 
because  I  do  not  know  the  extent  to  which  it  is  sent  from 
Ceylon  and  the  Mauritius  ;  the  value  of  that  is  about  £120,000. 

3560.  Is  the  article  called  tripang  the  same  as  beche-de-mcr  ? 
—It  is. 

356!.  Supposing  that  any  polirical  or  commercial  transactfons 
should   lead  to  a  proliihition   of  ihc  direct   inlercourse  betwc 
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the  EnrapeiD  powers  and  the  empire  of  Chioa  itielf,  do  you  con-  16  Mbt,  im30. 

oeifie  that  the  Chioete  trade,  both  in  export«  and  iroportt,  might         

be  carried  oo  through  the  Eattem  Archipelago  r — I  cannot  ^-J'^^^*^- 
ooDoeive  that  the  Chinese  can  stop  their  trade,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated:  but  that  if  they  did,  I  certainly  thbk  that  it 
might  be  carried  on  in  that  way*  perliaps  with  some  difficulty  at 
first,  but  It  would  at  last,  I  am  ofopinion,  be  carric<l  on  as  regu- 
larly as  it  is  DOW,  in  spite  of  all  prohibition  by  that  government. 

S562.  Have  the  Chinese  at  Batavia  evinced  any  jealousy  or 
indisposition  to  the  consumption  of  our  manufactures,  or  to 
Uading  with  us  ?— Not  the  lea3t. 

3563^  YoQ  have  stated  that  some  of  the  Chinese  settlers  in 
the  island  of  Java  are  agriculturists  ? — They  are. 

MM.  Do  they  acquire  property  in  land  there  ?— They  do 
Dots  Ibey  rent  land.  In  the  towns  they  acquire,  of  course,  pro- 
perty AB  their  houses ;  but  in  the  country  they  are  generally 
Jaraiere  of  the  land»  In  ihe  district  of  Batavia  they  do  acquire 
land  where  Europeans  are  allowed  to  hold  land,  but  not  in  the 
native  provinces. 

8565.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  Chinese,  and  other 
parts  of  Che  East,  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  Chinese 
pi^julatioD  geneqilly  the  same  as  that  which  you  have  now 
StMed  with  reference  to  the  Chinese  inhabitants  of  Batavia  ? — I 
was  settled  in  Penang  for  three  years,  and  I  had  char^  of  the 
pc|iper  plantations  of  the  late  Mr.  Scott  there,  which  were 
cotvely  cultivated  by  Chinese,  and  I  found  no  difference  in  their 
habits  and  manners  in  Penang  from  what  I  did  in  Java  or  in  Sinca- 
pore,  or  in  any  other  countries  through  which  1  travelled. 

SMd.  You  have  stated  that  you  had  doubts  whether  they 
sNNdd  furnish  good  tea  to  the  extent  of  the  tea  required  for  the 
European  consumption^  and  the  only  satisfaction  you  had  was 
fiom  what  the  Chinese  told  you  ? — Of  course,  I  could  have  no 
ether  means  of  obtaining  information  upon  the  subject. 

U67.  With  respe^  to  our  manufactures  being  used,  as  you 
mjf  in  great  quantities  in  the  Archipelago,  do  not  you  know  that 
that  waa  o^ii^  to  the  great  fall  that  took  place  in  the  price  oi 
cotton  goods?— Of  course  I  am  sensible  of  that :  if  our  goods 
wave  not  cheaper  and  better  than  their  own  fabrics,  they  would 
never  have  given  them  the  preference. 

5568.  Has  not  that  had  the  same  effect  in  India  to  supersede 
the  native  fabrics  very  much  ? — I  believe  the  effect  is  similar 
sverj  where.    In  India,  of  course,  it  has  had  the  same  effect. 

5569.  Have  you  examined  the  dotlis  of  the  two  countries, 
the  Chinese  and  the  English,  with  respect  to  durability?—! 
iMve :  I  have  dealt  in  them  both. 

5570.  Do  you  think  that  the  British  are  preferable  in  that 
lespectP— The  Chinese  are  more  durable,  because  they  can 
dbid  ie  put  a  greater  quantity  of  the  lair  material  into  the 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

11830.  dotlis;  but   llie   Bntish   cloths  are  generally  a  finer  looking 
J*         fabric,  and  please  them  much  better.     The  natives,  I  believe,  if 
■  ^'""'  they  can  get  them  cheap,  are  not  very  particular  with  regard  ta 
the  durability* 

3571.  If  tea  was  supplied  to  Europe  through  the  Archipe- 
lago, must  it  not  be  supplied  at  a  higher  price  than  it  could  be 
supplied  direct  from  Canton  ? — ^No  ;  the  Chinese  tell  me,  that 
in  consequence  of  lower  duties  by  their  vessels,  they  thought 
they  could  supply  it  cheaper. 

3572.  Mmt  not  there  be  a  trans-shipment? — If  they  brought 
the  black  teas  from  the  province  in  which  they  are  grown  to 
Bntavia^  I  think  they  would  oot  be  much  dearer  than  they  are 
at  Canton. 

3573.  Do  not  you  know  that  they  cannot  bring  them  from 
the  province  in  which  they  are  grown? — I  know. that  they  can* 
not  legally  bring  them,  but  I  know  that  they  do  bring  theui. 

3574.  From  what  parts  of  China  ? — From  botli  parts^  but  par- 
ticularly from  Fokien,  from  Amoy, 

3575.  Did  you  ever  examine  the  qualities  of  teas  «o1d  in 
Canton,  and  tliose which  were  purcha^ea  in  the  Archipelago?— 
Yes,  I  have, 

3576.  Do  not  you  know  that  the  black  tea  which  is  pur- 
chased by  the  Company  at  Canton  is  of  the  best  quality  of  black 
tea,  and  better  than  any  other  that  can  be  procured  ? — I  am 
not  aware  of  that.  I  know  tliat  the  Company  do  purchase  the 
bent  teas,  but  1  am  not  aware  that  they  are  better  than  any 
oClier  purchased  in  the  market. 

3577.  Have  you  not  heard  that  they  have  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion, at  least  that  they  have  the  olfer  of  all  the  black  tea  at  Can- 
ton?— I  am  aware  that  they  have  a  preference  :  but  I  think  there 
are  many  chops  of  good  teas  that  the  Company  do  not  gel  at 
last,  so  I  have  understood.  Tlie  only  pre-emption  that  the 
Company  have  is  the  making  contracts  the  season  before,  as  (mr 
as  I  understand,  which  gives  them  the  choice  of  a  great  quantity 
of  tea* 

3570,  Is  not  that  preference  given  solely  by  the  Hong  mer- 
chants ;  are  you  aware  whether  the  outside  merchants  give  the 
Company  preference?  — No;  the  Company  have  a  selection 
from  a  certain  quantity  of  teas,  as  far  as  I  have  understood,  but 
not  from  the  whole  of  the  black  teas, 

3579.  Have  you  been  at  Canton  yourself? — I  have-  I  was 
twice  there,  but  it  is  a  long  while  ago ;  and  except  in  so  far  as 
my  observation  has  enabled  me  to  compare  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  people  in  China  with  those  of  the  settlers  in  the 
Archipelago,  ol*  course  I  would  wish  to  speak  with  diffidence 
upon  that  subject. 

3580,  So  far  as  your  observations  have  gone,  have  your  ob- 
servations upon  }our  own  vi^ts  at  Canton  bceu  confirmed  by 
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what  yoo  luiTe  tooti  and  beard  of  Iba  Chiiicte  m  the  Archip<y  lei  Mat.  t«i:iO. 

logo  ? — I  was  yoisng  al  the  timt  I  was  aft  Canton  ;  but  co  far  as        

my  obiervatians  went,  I  have  seen  Tcry  little  Uiffcrence  between   ^''^'  ^^^^^ 
the  manners  and  hub! is  of  the  people  in  their  native  country  and 
tboae  settled  in  the  Archipahigo. 

858L  How  loii|  were  you  eadi  time  at  Canton?-*!  cannot 
state  exactlv  the  time,  but  I  think  it  was  between  two  and  tJiree 
months  each  time. 
8682*  In  what  year?— In  1B06*7  and  I807-a 
S3S3*  Can  you  state  what  are  the  duties  upon  l«a  and  upon 
other  goods  in  China,  exp«irted  in  native  vensels,  aa  eofOpared 
with  iiwe  duties  on  the  same  goods  exported  in  foreign  vesida? 
— I  believe  the  pro[>orlion  is  about  one-third. 

S5M.  Do  you  believe  that  tea  could  be  supplied  for  coit> 
amptioo  in  this  country  at  two-third»  the  price  U  now  bears*  if 
the  Comfiany's  monopoly  no  longer  existed  ? — Judging  from  tlie 
price  in  other  countries^  I  should  think  certainly  it  might  for 
letSi  and  particularly  if  we  pay  for  it  in  our  maiiu6icturct  by  a 
free  trade. 
3*585*  lo  wliat  deeree  would  the  expense  of  transmitting 
to  and  from  Canton  become  increased,  if  trans- 
it al  Sincapore  were  Imd  recourse  to  ?~I  have  no  means 
oT  itatiiig  the  expense  accurately,  because  the  freights  will  de< 
paid  entirely  upon  the  quantity  of  slapping  Uuit  i^  tci  be  had  al 
tbt  ttote.  U  the  port  of  Canton  was  frue  to  Hritij^i  dhinfiimi 
I  thtnk  the  expense  would  be  considerably  less  than  the  trdgnt 
^kt  tbe  Company  pay  direct  to  Great  Britain  upon  it. 
^Q586i.  la  there  any  other  intermediate  port  more  direct  for 
trana-ahipoienl  than  Sincapore,  and  at  what  difference  of  charge? 
^  Sincapore  is  as  well  suited  as  any  otlier  port ;  but  there  are 
porta  in  Java,  vh*  Batavia  and  Angier,  where  there  are  entfe- 
pte  eatabUshcd^  and  where  the  same  trade  might  he  conducted, 
■ad  I  do  Dot  tliink  tlie  charge  would  differ  very  materially. 

8f87.  If  the  Chinese  government  interdicU  the  transit  of  teas 
to  Stticapore,  what  would  be  the  expense  of  bnmkjng  througli 
imerdiction  ?^  There  would  be  no  additional  expense  or 
i  to  what  there  is  now,  because  it  is  illicit  now* 
Does  it  go  clear  of  charge,  notwithstanding  the  inter> 
now  ? — It  goes  with  the  usual  charges  which  Chmcie 
pay. 
[8589.  Could  not  the  tea  only  be  brought  from  China  to  Java 
^  smuggling  ? — Yes, 

You  have  said  that  you  think  tea  could  be  furnished  to 
country  at  less  than  two-thtrds  of  the  present  price,  and 
1  said   you  formed   that  opinion  from  the  price  or  tea  else- 
where did  you  mean? — 1  mean  on   the  Continent  ot 
'  and  in  America. 
^3591.  Is  the  tea  on  the  Contineni   of  Europe  of  the  »amc 
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F1830.  quality  as  the  tea  that  is  sold  by  the  Company  here?— I  have 
uU'aya  understood  so.  I  have  drunk  tea  on  the  CoDtbient,  and 
I  have  drunk  tea  in  this  country.  I  am  no  great  judge ;  but  I 
could  not  perceive  there  wa«  any  diiference  in  the  quality. 

3592.  If  any  witness  Itas  said  that  it  is  of  inferior  qua Uty, 
would  you  sny  that  he  is  mistaken  ? — No.  Inferior  tea  is  some- 
times carried  to  tlie  Continent,  because  there  the  trade  is  free; 
but  here,  the  trade  being  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  the 
quality  is  more  equal.  But  there  Jiave  been  old  teas  bought  in 
the  ArchipcJtJgo,  taken  there  :  and  old  teas  are  always  ^inferior 
to  new. 

3593.  Is  the  tea  taken  to  the  Continent  old  tea?  — Some  of 
it ;  but  I  believe  not  a  great  proportion,  indeed  very  little. 

S594.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  tea  with  which  the  Continent 
la  supplied  is  generally  an  inferior  description  as  eompartd 
with  the  tea  used  herCt  is  that  consistent  with  your  knowledge? 
^-l  have  understood  to  the  contrary ;  not  that  it  is  better,  but 
that  it  is  not  generally  inferior. 

3595.  If  you,  as  a  merchant,  with  a  freetlom  of  trade,  were 
exporting  teas  to  two  conntries,  the  one  a  rich  country  and  the 
other  a  poor  country,  would  you  or  would  you  not  adapt  the 
quality  of  the  teas  to  the  market  with  which  you  were  dealing? 
—  Most  unquestionably. 

3596.  You  stated  that  there  were  at  one  titne  four  English 
sbips  that  touched  at  Batavia  on  their  way  to  China,  what  were 
those  English  ships?  — Country  ships  from  India. 

3597.  Was  the  tea  which  w  as  brought  to  Batavia  from  China 
brought  from  the  provinces  where  the  tea  is  grown,  or  from 
Canton  ?■ — From  Fokien,  where  the  black  tea  is  grown. 

3598.  Did  you  ever  purcliasc  good  tea  in  the  junks  at  Bata- 
via?— The  description  of  tea  brought  by  the  Chinese  junks  i« 
what  we  consider  an  inferior  quality^  suited  to  the  taste  of  the 
Chinese  settlers  and  the  natives  ;  but  I  have  purchased  very 
excellent  green  tea  and  pekoe  ;  but  they  import  a  very  «nmll 
quantity  of  that  description. 

3599.  Was  the  green  tea  which  you  so  purchased  brought 
from  the  province  where  the  green  tea  js  grown  ?-^  Tliat  was. 
brought  from  Canton. 

3600.  Is  there  any  intercourse  between  Batavia  and  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Kiang-nan  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

3601.  Are  you  aware  that  green  tea  is  grown  in  the  province 
of  Kiang-Oiin  .-^ — ^Yes,  it  is  grown  in  the  southern  province. 

3602.  And  that  that  province  is  a  maritime  province  ?«-*!  am 
not  perfectly  aware  of  the  situation  of  it  ? 

3603.  You  have  stated  that  the  Englis^h  manufactures  have 
superseded  the  manufactures  of  Java  and  of  China,  in  a  grett 
measure  ;  can  you  state  whether  there  is  any  Cliinese  munufac- 
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tore  wfiidi  «t  all  retemblei  EnglMi  woollens?— I  hare  leen  a  16  Mar.  I83a. 

Imid  of  flannel  that  tbejr  make^  bat  I  have  not  aeen  nnidi  of  it«         

nor  an  I  airare  of  its  exact  quality.  -**'•  •'•  ''^*«* 

9604.  It  it  made  of  sheep's  wool  ? — It  appears  to  be  wool,  or 
a  ouztiire  of  wool  and  cotton. 

MOik.  What  is  the  latitude  of  BaUria?— Six  south. 

aaot.  lak  afiKt  that  woollens  areata  osrtata  time  of  the 
jear  in  request  in  that  latitude  P—WooUens  are  in  general 
request  in  tlmt  latitude,  and  very  ^nerallv  worn  by  all  the 
daaaea  that  can  afford  them,  bothnaUves  and  Chinese. 

S607.  At  what. time  of  the  vear  do  they  use  theos?— ■ 
Througliout  the  year  they  require  them,  but  more  particularly  in 
die  rainy  season,  when  there  is  a  general  moisture. 

S606L  Do  you  Imow  whether  there  is  a  considerable  import 
of  fars  into  China  ?— I  have  understood  so,  but  I  am  not  ac- 
fannted  with  that  trade. 

3609.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  with 
itspect  to  the  trade  with  Japan  ? — The  Dutch  are  allowed  to 
tiade  with  Japan,  and  they  are  only  allowed  to  send  two  ships. 
The  tmde  was  conducted  until  two  years  ago  by  the  Dutch 
^svetmnent  of  Java.  I  have  here  a  hst  of  t&  cargoes  in  the 
^car  1825,  both  the  imports  and  exporu.  Since  that  it  has  got 
nto  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  East-India  Company,  and  they  have 
wycoiiaiderably  extended  it,  I  believe. 

3610.  Will  vou  sute  the  principal  items  of  the  trade  ?«-Ia 
the  Japan  trade  in  1825  there  were  two  ships,  amounting  in  all 
to  about  1,300  tons ;  one  was  600  and  the  other  was  700  tons. 
The  export  cargoes  consisted  of  100  ps.  sandal -wood  ;  1,167 
ps.  Japnn-wood ;  500  buffalo  hides  ;  1,638  lbs.  ivory,  valued  at 
3,247  C ;  61  lbs.  camphor  Baros,  or  Malay  camphor,  valued  at 
3,234(1;  2;^  Java  mats;  24  ps.  cocoa-nut  oil;  1 13  ps.  cloves, 
vahie  l€^936f.;  6,991  ps.  sugar,  value  104,968  f.;  338  ps.  tin, 
18^936  £;  Bengal  piece-goods  to  the  value  of  20,896  f.;  hardware 
and  porcehun,  2,250  f.  ;  jewellery,  1,100  f.;  glass-ware, 
3,748  f.;  Netherlands  broad-cloths,  75,209  f.;  lead,  147  ps. 
2^793  f.;  Netherlands  cotton  goods,  61,332  f.;  medicine  and 
sundries ;  making  the  total  value  of  the  export  cargoes  373,853  f., 
or  at  18s.  ps.  C81,154.  Bt.  4^.  The  import  cargoes  consisted  of, 
SB.  720  ps.  camphor,  69, 120  f.;  10,745  ps.  copper,  617,862  f.; 
426  pa.  crape,  17,748  f.;  cotton  cloth,  13,978  f.;  medicine, 
2,270  C  ;  provisions,  3,327  f. ;  sackie  and  soy,  14,332  f. ;  wheat, 
207  bags,  2,156  f.;  silks,  3 1,600  f.;  sundries,  96,089  f. ;  making 
is  all,  Dutch  fl<mns,  868,482=:^£7:e,S73.  lOi. 

3611.  Are  the  Dutch  the  only  European  nation  now  allowed 
ts  trade  with  Japan  ? — Tliey  are. 

8612.  Do  any  other  European  nation  trade  at  all  with  them? 
— i  am  not  aware  that  anv  European  nation  trades  with  them.  I 
•nracBpcain.of  a  ship  Ami  Bengal  who  got  upon  that  coast, 
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l«  Miir.  1830,  and  the  boats  came  off  to  him  in  great  numbers  and  purchased 
every  kind  of  article  tliey  had  of  British  manufactures ;  they 
had  very  little,  unfortunately^  but  they  sold  all  that  they  had 
in  barter  for  provisions,  which  tliey  were  out  of.  The  officen 
of  the  government  aliso  came  on  board  and  ordered  him  off,  but 
at  tlie  same  time  asked  him  if  he  had  cloth  such  as  his  coat  wai 
made  of»  and  any  articles  of  that  kind  ;  that  they  were  anxiout 
to  purchase  them.  He  said  he  had  not  r  and  when  he  came 
back  they  told  him  to  be  sure  to  bring  articles  of  that  kind,  but ' 
on  DO  account  was  he  to  come  back. 

3613.  To  what  port  is  it  that  the  Dutch  are  confined  in  Japan?  ' 
— Nanga  Sakkie  :  They  have  a  factory  there. 

3614*  Do  they  remain  constantly  at  the  factory  at  that  port?  | 
— They  do*  ; 

3615.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  population  of  the  toim  7  { 
— I  do  not,  I 

3616.  Do  you  know  how  the  Dutch  Factory  conduct  their' 
business  there  ?^ — The  Japanese  diamantle  tlie  ships  when  ther  i 
arrive  :  they  receive  the  cargo  into  a  store,  where  it  is  valuedi 
and  they  give  them  a  return-cargo,  valuing  it  in  the  same  way,  J 

3617.  Are  there  any  Japanese  junks  that  trade  at  all  with  the  | 
Eastern  Archipelago  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any.  i 

3618.  Have  tliey  no  foreign  trade  of  that  description  ? — I ' 
believe  not.  The  Chinese  trade  with  Japan,  but  I  am  not  awar«  ' 
that  Japan  junks  go  to  China.  i 

3619.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  the  Chinese  junks  tliat  gn  1 
to  Japan  ? — 1  cannot  be  sure  of  the  extent,  but  I  believe  it  ij ' 
considerable,  | 

3620.  Is  it  the  general  impression  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago^  j 
that  provided  a  change  were  to  take  place  in  tlie  mode  oi  trans-  i 
acting  business  with  Japan,  a  very  considerable  trade  might  b« ! 
carried  on  with  that  empire  ? — It  would  be  an  illicit  trade ;  but ' 
our  enterprising  countrymen  generally  manage  to  conduct  a 
trade  with  every  part  of  the  world  which  they  can  get  to, 

3621.  Should  not  you  expect  that  if  the  free  trader  were  ad- 
mitted to  China,  he  would  find  the  means  of  carrying  on  trade 
with  the  empire  of  Japan  ? — I  have  no  doubt  they  would  :  but- 
if  they  did  not,  the  Chinese  would  find  the  means  of  conveyingj 
to  Ja[jan  such  articles  as  they  found  would  suit  them,  whethi^ 
Chinese  or  European  mauulactures.  | 

3622.  Was  not  that  trade  carried  on  by  the  British  govern-! 
ment  of  Java,  when  that  island  was  in  our  possession  ? — It  was. 

3623.  Under  what  flag  ?— Under  the  Dutch  flag. 
3624*  Do  you  conceive  that  the  trade  between  Java  and  ' 

Japan  is  an  increasing  trade?— In  the  hands  of  the  government 
it  was  as  little  as  it  well  could  be.  The  Dutch  Company  have 
improved  upon  it  considerably^  being  rather  better  traders  ihaa 
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be  gorerpment :  but  it  u  nothtng  to  what  it  would  be  if  a  free  K  Mar. 
ide  WBA  permitted  tliere. 

3625.  Do  you  understand  that  the  Japaoeae  would  have  any 
neciion  to  extend  the  trade  with  the  Dutch  government,  pro- 
sed the  Dutch  government  wished  ?— No ;  I  understand  that 

Japanese  government  positively  restrict  the  trade  to  two 
.     They  do  not  limit  the  size  of  those  ships,  but  they  will 
no  more  than  two. 

3626.  How  was  the  tratle  carried  on  dunitg  that  period  when 
r  were  at  war  with  Holland  ? — We  sent  veasels  there^  and  they 

received  as  Dutch  sthips.  Tlie  Japanese  were  aware  that 
ey  were  English,  but  they  could  not  acknowledge  them  under 
ay  other  fiag  than  the  Dutch. 
3627*  You  are  aware  that  the  trade  between  China  and 
is  confined  to  Canton  ;  do  you  consider  tJiat  as  a  proof 
anti-comniercial  spirit  in  the  Chinese  government,  or  to 
do  you  ascribe  that  restriction  ? — I  should  rather 
I  it  to  be  political.  It  would  be  as  unfair  to  the  Chinrsc 
\  CQOcliide  that  that  was  a  proof  of  an  an ti -commercial  spirit^ 
\  it  would  be  to  conclude  that  we  had  an  anti-commercial  spirit 
I  Great  Britain,  because  before  1814  the  whole  trade  of  India 
I  China  was  confined  to  the  port  of  London* 

S628.  Ave  there  any  discriminating  duties  upon  British  goods 
^nported  into  Java  as  compared  with  those  iniportfi  from  the 
letherlands  ? — Yes  ;  Netherland  goods  imported  with  a  rerti- 

ftte  of  origin  are  duty  free,  while  British  goods  direct  from 

reat  Britain,  that  it  to  say»  woollens  and  cotton  manufactures, 
ay  25  per  cent,  ad  ignhnm  ;  coming  by  way  of  British  India 

ey  pay  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

9629.  Wliat  price  per  cent,  upon  the  prime  cost  of  tea  at 
Bion  would  you  consider  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  iHK 
•  ? — It  would  depend  upon  whctlter  the  trade  was  free. 
[  should  think,  if  they  paid  in  Briti&ti  manufactures,  it  is  proba- 
they  would  sell  at  a  profit ;  and,  like  the  trade  in  uJI  other 
be  glad  to  realize  that  profit  upon  Uic  returns  in  tea. 

3630.  Is  it  then  your  opinion,  that  if  the  merchants  had  a 
.  on  the  outward  cargo,   they  would  bring  home  lea  for 

J?— That  if  they  could  make  a  remittnTice  at  par  of  the 
I  KMide  in  the  cargo  out  they  would  be  contented, 

3631.  As  the  trade  now  ist  do  you  consider  the  loss  of  not 
I  bavmg  a  remittance  to  Europe  to  be  almost  equal  to  the  profit 

im  the  outward  investment  ? — There  would  be  great  difficulty  in 
libcaiQing  a  remittance  at  present,  unless  the  returns  were  allowed 
to  te  ansde  in  teas  or  other  Chinese  products. 
S632.  Sttpposing  the  trade  in  tea  to  be  perfectly  free,  in  that 
do  you  >upfH)se  there  would  be  a  diinculty  in  ohtairnng  a 
in  relurn  for  \^liatever  British  mannfHCtureiH  might 
hecsponfd?*If  the  trade  were  free,  I  conceive  Uiere  wouhl 
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Ifi  Mar.  1030.  be  returns  for  more  than  the  manufactures  that  could  be  sold  in 
China  for  some  years,  because,  of  course,  tlie  inlroduction  mu«t 
be  gradual. 

3633-  Have  you  beard  any  thmg  of  the  American  trade  from 
America  to  Canton  ? — 1  have- 

3634.  Is  not  the  most  favoumble  mode  of  trading  with  China 
by  sending  bullion  without  any  goods  ? — They  have  sent  huUion 
in  general,  until  latterly  ;  when^  I  believe,  they  have  come  to 
this  country^  and  exported  both  cotton  and  woollen  manufac- 
tures, which  they  have  found  profitable. 

3635.  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  trade  is  considered  to  be 
moat  beneficially  carried  on  between  America  and  Canton,  in 
sending  bullion  and  bringing  home  tea  ?— I  believe  thej  had  no 
option ;  they  bad  nothing  but  bullion  to  take  to  China* 

36S6,  How  many  ships  have  the  Dutch  sent  to  Japan  lately? 
— Two  :  they  have  never  been  allowed  to  send  more,  and  the)- 
do  not  send  less. 

3637.  Are  they  not  subject  to  great  indignities  there,  when 
they  get  to  Japan  ? — ^I  have  understood  so ;  so  far  as  being  con- 
iined  to  one  port,  having  their  ships  dismantled  and  their  car- 
goes valued,  and  an  export-cargo  given  them,  such  as  the  Japan- 
ese choose  to  set  apart  for  them  ;  but  I  understand  it  is  generaUy 
done  upon  pretty  fair  jirinciples. 

3638.  Are  not  the  Europeans  in  China  confined  to  one  port 
at  Canton  ? — They  are. 

3639.  Do  3'ou  undersLaJid  that  any  greater  indignity  is  offered 
to  the  Dutch  ships  in  Japan  ? — ^Except  the  dismanthng  of  their 
ships,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other* 

3640.  Was  not  that  ihe  practice  with  respect  to  Uie  Cbiui 
trade,  by  taking  away  the  rudders,  up  to  a  period  comparatively 
recent? — I  have  heard  so;  but  I  cannot  say  up  to  what  period 
it  was  continued. 

364L  Docs  not  tbe  advantage  of  exporting  bullion  into  China 
depend  upon  the  value  of  the  bullion  in  die  country  from  whence 
it  is  exported  ? — Of  course  it  must* 

3642.  Were  there  any  ships  sent  to  Japan  during  your  resi- 
dence in  Java  ? — There  were  two  ships  every  year  cTuriDg  the 
whole  time  of  my  residence  there. 

3643.  Have  not  the  Americans,  since  they  carried  out  British 
manufactures  to  Canton,  carried  out  fewer  dollnrs  ? — They  cer» 
tainly  have ;  tbey  carry  out  no  more>  including  both,  than  ts 
sufficient  to  purcliase  their  cargoes  home. 

3644.  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  trade,  if  free,  could  be  car- 
ried on  by  British  manufactures  alone  to  Canton  ? — In  time  I 
have  no  doubt  it  would,  because  we  t^hould  imitate  the  manu- 
facture of  their  favourite  fabrics,  and  greatly  extend  tlie  con* 
fiumption  of  our  muau&ctures ;  but  it  would  take  lime« 
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3645.  Then  yonx  do  not  consider  that  to  a  short  time  the 
|#ade  would  be  aoy  draio  of  bullion  from  thi«  country? — It 
be  no  more  a  dr»m  of  bullion  than  it  ii  at  prefenl,  I  coo- 
It  k  the  different  British  merchants  at  present  trading 
India  to  China  who  afford  to  the  Company  the  meaita  of 
lyurdiaaing  tea,  in  place  of  the  bullion  they  formerly  carried 
itoC ;  mud  those  same  fundi  would  be  at  the  dlipocal  of  reapcct- 
hfAe  British  merchanta  for  the  name  purpose. 

SMd,  Have  you  beeo  much  in  British  India  ?-^l  have  beM 
mere*  but  never  redded  there  for  any  time, 

SG47.  In  what  parts  of  India  have  you  been  ? — ^I  was  at  Bom* 
ftj  ft  long  while  ago ;  but  I  have  been  two  or  thrco  timet  to 
lengftl,  and  I  have  been  once  at  Madras. 
[ .  S64B.  You  are  aware  thatt  at  present,  it  Is  not  permitted  to 
J  foreign  vessels  to  go  into  any  port  of  China  excepting  Con* 
rion  ;  but  supposing  there  was  an  entrepot  for  European  manu« 
^jhctures,  including  British,  in  any  port  of  the  Indian  Archipe- 
i>,  might  not  the^y  be  imported  from  that  entrepdt  into  any 
"*  port  oC  China  m  Chinese  junb  ?— Although  the  trade  to 
even  with  foreign  vessetsT  is  confined  to  the  port  of  Gm^ 
I  have  understood  that  within  the  last  two  or  three  yeaw 
Qtry  ships  have  been  in  the  habit  of  proceeding  to  the  north- 
porta»  and  have  sold  considerable  quantities  of  opium  along 
be  ooaat,  and  have  brought  back  dollars ;  and  I  have  no  doubt» 
r  there  was  an  entrepot  in  the  Archipelago  for  British  manu- 
ctures,  that  not  only  British  ships  but  native  junks  would  carry 

rable  quantities  to  the  ports  of  China. 
3649.  Have  you  seen  many  of  the  Chinese  junks  in  the  Eait- 

Archipelago  ?^I  have* 
SB50,  Wliat  is  your  opinion  as  to  their  safety  at  sea  ? — During 
rhole  time  of  my  residence  in  the  Archipelago,  I  do  not 
to  have  heard  of  the  loss  of  any  but  one.     They  gene- 
leave  China  in  the  favourable  monsoon  Wfore  the  wind, 
[  go  back  in  the  same  way  :  they  are  scarcely  ever  lost^  and 
I  b  teldom  that  any  accidents  happen. 

3(51.  To  how  many  years  do  you  apply  the  observation  you 
e,  that  there  was  only  one  lost?— ^ny  experience  extendi 
» twenty  years. 

3652.  Were  you  in  such  a  situation  in  Batavia  and  other  partSt 

;  if  more  than  one  junk  had  been  tost  coming  to  Datavia  you 

Jd  bftve  known  it?— I  think  it  is  likely  that  i  should  liavc 

(kkown  it ;  we  generally  get  pretty  correct  reports  of  the  losses. 

S653*  Have  you  ever  been  on  board  the  junks  at  Batavia  ? — 

[  frequently. 

S6M»  Have  you  ever  done  any  business  with  them  in  buying 

"■    f?— I  have. 
3655.  Supposing  a  trade  in  European  manuractures,  including 
►  be  carried  on  between  the  Indian  Archi- 
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iti  Mar.  1830.  pdago  and  the  norihcrfi  ports  of  China,  would  not  tea  be  im- 
— T  ported  from  the  provinces  of  Fokien  and  Kiang-nan  into  the 

Mr.jJMam.  j^^j^^,,  Archipelago? — They  are  at  present  imported  into  the 
Indian  Archipelago*     If  they  became  in  demand  in  the  Euro- 
pean market,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  be  extended  as 
I  I  have  already  stated. 

I  *  3656.  Without  their  being  obliged  to  go  to  Canton  ? — Yes* 

3657,  So  that,  in  that  case,  the  teas  would  be  exported  from 
those  provinces  of  China  in  which  they  are  prodoced  without 

r  the  expense  of  the  transport  from  those  provinces  to  Canton?— 

Yes. 
3658,  Are  you  aware  whether  tea  finds  its  way  for  consump- 
tion from  China  to  Cochin  China  and  Siam,  or  the  Phihppinea 
and  other  parts  of  the  Indian  Archipelago? — Yes,  it  does*  I 
understand  that  the  tea  from  China  finds  its  way  to  Siam*  Cochin 
Cliina,  and  the  Fhilippme  islands,  and  even  to  Japan.  Some  of 
tliat  brought  by  Cochin  China  came  to  Sincapore,  and  froro 
Sincapore  found  its  way  to  Oatavia* 
3659.  How  was  it  brought  ?— -In  junks  to  Sincapore. 

Mr.  JOHN  ARGYLE  MAXWELL  caJled  In,  and  examined. 
Mr,X  A.Max-      3660.  Have  you  ever  visited  Cliina,  Java,  and  Sincapore?-- 

366  U  Have  you  resided  at  the  latter?  —  !  have. 
S662.  In  what  capacity? — As  a  commission-agent  and  mer- 
chant. 

3663.  How  long  did  you  reside  at  Sincapore? — Better  than 

six  years. 

3664.  Have  you  been  In  Canton?  — I  have. 

3665.  In  what  year  did  you  go  to  Sincapore  ? — I  went  to 
Sincapore  first  in  1822,  and  I  remained  there  till  1828, 

3666.  In  what  year  vpere  you  in  Canton  ?— I  was  fii^t  in 
Canton  in  1826,  and  again  in  the  end  of  1828. 

3667.  How  long  did  you  remain  each  time  ? — The  first  time 
for  about  six  weeks,  and  the  last  time  about  three  months. 

3668.  Did  the  nature  of  your  commercia!  transactions  in  Sin- 
capore bring  you  into  much  intercourse  with  the  Chinese  or  willi 
China?— It  did. 

3669.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  intercourse?^ — I  generally^ 
had  a  discretionary  power  from  my  constituents  to  send  any  of 
their  property  to  a  neighbouring  market  that  might  promise 
better  than  Sincapore,  and  in  exercising  that  discretion  1  have 
often  had  transactions  with  Canton. 

3670.  Were  your  constituents  resident  in  England  ? — I  bad 
constituents  In  Germany  also, 

3671.  Were  your  consignnaeoU  from  Germany  to  any  con- 
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mmountf — la  1826  I  had  one  cuniignuient»  to  the   16  Mar.  li 

vaJue  1  think  of  about  £12,000,  from  Hamburgh  ;  and  in  1827  

I  had  another  consignmentt  to  the  volue  of  about  JCSO^OOO,  firom  ^'*  ''^^ 
Flamburgh  also. 

.  3672.  Can  you  state  what  the  cargoeg  of  those  ahip«  oonstslcd 
'? — They  were  general  cargoes p  but  the  greater  proportion  of 
rootle 


367S*  What  description  of  woollent  ?— Tlie  Urger  portion  of 

<leacriptioii  lernied  ladies'  cloths.     I  had  one  lot,  of  the 

le  of  about  £5,000,  shipped  by  the  Royal  Pniaaiao  Society 

Stettin,  and  itated  to  me  to  be  of  the  iame  dncription 

cloth   which  was  taken  by  the  Rusiians  for  the   Kiachtu 


3674.  Did  you  send  those  woollens  to  China?— I  made  i 
lies  of  them  at  Sincapore,  uml  sent  the  rest  on  toCbioa  iceovd« 
f  to  roy  instructions, 

9675.  In  Sincapore  did  you  sell  lliem  to  the  Chineao  jtmka  ? 
-I  sold  a  part  of  them»  to  the  value  of  about  £1,000  at  Sin- 
re, 

.i76.  Are  the  Ladies*  clotlis  of  a  finer  description  ? — They 
*  of  a  finer  description  ;  what  is  usually  termed  light  wooltent. 

3677.  What  was  that  sent  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Stettin  ? 
'An  intermediate  kind  of  cloth,  rather  heavy. 

Can  you  state  the  prcjKirtion  of  the  value  in  those 
I  compared  with  the  English  cloths  sent  to  the  China 
arket,  as  to  the  quality  of  cloths  of  the  same  price? — I  should 
:  the  English  cloths  at  the  same  price  were  better  in  quality, 
nd  certainly  belter  in  colour. 

^.  How  did  the  portion  of  tlie  consignments  sent  to  Chiiui 
rer  in  that  market?  — Not  very  well ;  the  cloths  were  suit* 
enough,  but  the  breadths  were  deficient,  and  the  colours 
jrere^ badly  selected. 

36H0,  Had  you  any  English  woollens  under  your  charge  ?— 
Frequently. 
368 K  Do  you  conceive  them  better  adiiptid  to  the  market 
the  German  woollens?— 1  think  that  the  Engti^h  clotli 
1y  is  a  superior  article  at  the  same  price* 

5682.  Did  you  ever  send  any  English  woollens  from  Sinca- 
to  Canton? —  I  once  sent  some  ETigl'ish  woollens  of  the 

iption  termed  long  ells. 

5683.  How  did  you  send  them  ? — I  sent  them  under  tlie 
flag* 

How   did    that   consignment  turn  out? — Soles   were 
of  them  at  better  prices  than  i  could  have  got  at  Sinca- 


3679. 


369a.  Did  it  rcaliate  a  fair  protit  or  not  ?— Judging  from  tlie 
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lo.  invoice  I  had  with  tbetn*  there  was  no  profit  at  all ;  the  mami* 
fiicturers  usually  send  invoices  at  very  advanced  prices. 

S6S6.  in  what  year  was  it  you  sent  the  Englith  woollens  T — 
In  1824* 

3687 p  Hnve  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  tYiat  con- 
signment returned  a  profit  to  the  original  exporter,  or  not  ? — 
The  original  exporter  seemed  satisfied  with  the  aale  I  had 
made* 

3688.  Did  you  invest  any  portion  of  the  proceeds  in  teas  on 
account  of  your  Crcrman  constituents? — I  did  m  16^;  1 
think  I  invested  to  the  amouul  of  nearly  £2^ 000  in  teas. 

S689.  Was  this  a  barter  Iran soction?— I  found  it  uecessaiy 
to  barter  them  for  teas,  otherwise  1  shoidd  iiave  felt  a  difficulty 
in  effecting  a  salu  at  ail  at  that  time. 

3690.  At  that  particular  time  was  the  market  glutted  wIUi 
goods? — It  was  very  much  glutted  at  that  particular  time* 

3691.  Is  it,  however,  the  usual  state  of  the  Chinese  market 

to  be  very  much  glutted  with  goods  ? — I  cannot  give  any  ia£br- 
ination  upon  that  subject, 

3692.  With  whom  was  this  transaction  conducted  ?— With 
one  of  the  Hoiig  merchants,  Poouequa. 

3693.  How  was  it  managed ;  was  there  a  supercargo  there,  or 
an  agent  at  Canton  ? — I  was  at  Canton  myself,  and  employed 
an  agent  besides* 

3694.  Have  you  ever  consigned  goods  to  an  agent  at  Canton 
while  you  were  resident  at  Sincapore  ?  — The  English  woollens 
that  I  allude  to  were  consigned  to  ao  agent  at  Canton,  mod 
these  sent  in  1828. 

3695.  To  whom  were  they  consigned  ? — They  were  coo- 
signed  in  1 826  to  a  Spanish  house,  Messrs.  Gusani  and  Co* ; 
one  of  the  partners  was  an  Englishman  residing  at  Canton  under 
the  protection  of  the  Spanish  flag.  They  held  the  Spanish  con- 
sulate. 

S606.  What  is  his  name  ? — Mr,  Matheson, 

3697-  Is  he  there  now? — He  is. 

3698.  Can  you  state  the  particulars  of  the  assortment  oC  tea 
you  made  in  1826  for  the  Hamburgh  market  ? — 20O  ^  chests  of 
bohea,  at  14<  tales  per  pecul ;  500  j-  chests*  of  congou,  at  25  tales 
per  pecul ;  campoy,  50  i  chests,  at  2i  tales ;  50  ^  chests 
souchong,  at  24  tales ;  50  |  chests  souchong  at  24  tales ;  50  /^ 
chests  souchong,  at  25  tales  ;  50  J  chests  of  pecco,  at  90  tales  ; 
50 1- chests  of  pecco,  at  90  tales;  5<10  ^  chests  of  hyson-skin, 
at  24  tales;  100  ^  chests  of  hyson-sktn,  at  25  tales;  young 
hyson,  50  j  chests,  at  40  tales;  25  |  chests  of  young  hyson,  at 
40  tales  ;  hyson,  100  }  chests,  at  60  tales ;  25  |  chests,  at  60 
tales;  50 ^V  chests,  at  60  tales;  10  i  chests  imperial,  at  54 
tales ;  10  ^  chests^  at  54  tales ;  20  ^  diestsi  at  54  tiiles ;  10  ^ 
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lofguopowtleri  at  60  ules;  lO^cbetU,  at 60  tales;  10  ifilOiv,  lasa, 

j^cbeitfli  at  BO  talei.    I  wish  to  cxplaiiiv  with  referaice  to  the         

prioea  I  haTe  fnentioiied,  that  I  liavt*  no  meanB  of  refemiig  to  ^^'  ^^-^^"' 

the  invoice  of  the  teaa ;  and    in  stating  these  pricea,  I  have 

ftCated  the  highest  limit  that  I  authorl^d  to  be  given  for  the 

teaa.    I  pretume  thev  were  got  under  tlio^e  limtts  ;  and  I  rather 

think  the  quantity  of  each  Lind  might  have  been  different  from 

what  I  have  mentioned. 

51699*  How  many  pounds  of  black  tea  are  contained  in  a 
(}uarter*chest? — Anout  sixty-seven  poundt. 

37Q0.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  ia  the  %wam 
eontained  in  those  quarter -cheats  as  would  be  contained  in  the 
^iiarter«chests  tm|>orted  by  the  East-India  Company  ?— I  iiave 
no  acceas  to  know  what  the  chests  un ported  by  tlie  East- India 
Compaay  contained* 

STOl.  Can  you  tell  whether  the  quality  of  the  teas  ajforded 
aatiafcctioo  to  your  employers  ? — I  have  every  reason  to  think 
thfti  the  qtiality  did  aHbrd  latisfaction.  The  prices  wture  con- 
sidered very  high  by  a  respectable  house,  to  whom  the  better 
portion  was  sent ;  but  the  quality  was  not  complained  of  in  any 
way. 

S702.  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  the  price  waa  higher 
than  the  market  price  in  China  at  the  time  ? — Haring  taken 
them  on  barter  for  an  article  so  uiiiiifaWe  as  die  cloths  were, 
at  the  time  the  pricea  were  a  shade  hi^ier,  but  probably  not 
much. 

S70S.  Had  tliere  not  been  a  fall  in  the  price  of  teas  in  Europe 
at  the  time  they  arrived  ? — There  was  a  full  of  20  to  30  |>or 
eent.  intermediately. 

S7M.  At  what  time  did  the  fall  take  place? — My  letter  from 
Hambargbp  of  tlie  30th  of  October  1826,  advbes  a  fall  from  20 
to  M  per  cent, 

S705*  When  did  the  ship  arrive  in  Hamburgh  ? — The  ship 
lefl  Sincapore  the  May  following ;  the  teas  came  down  In  Ja- 
naary  1827,  and  tlie  ship  arrived  for  them  in  May  1B27.  It 
•mwd  in  Ibe  courae  of  the  season  at  Hamburgh, 

S7M«  Supposing  that  fall  not  to  have  taken  place  in  tlie 
EuropeCD  market,  do  you  conceive  that  the  result  of  the  invest- 
nent  voaU  have  been  profitable,  or  othermtiie? — My  attention 
via  itrofigly  called  to  teas  by  the  house  ulluded  to,  from  which 
I  sopiiaae  Iney  considered  it  a  more  advantageous   remittance 


than  my  other.     The  assortntent  waa  according  to  what  tliey 
idrbed  n 


itable. 

S707.  What  was  the  name  of  the  house  ? — Tlie  house  of  Mcrk 
lad  Company^  of  Hamburgh* 

S7Q6.  Waa  the  transaction,  in  point  of  factt  advantageous  or 
fttJMffulaij^  ? — I  am  not  aware  whether  there  wa^  any  communis 
ctttai  asade  to  me  by  that  houae  as  to  the  actual  result. 


16  Mar  IB30. 

Mr.  J.  ^^  Mai 

well. 


EVIDENCE 

3709.  What  commission  were  you  m  the  habit  of  charging? — 
Five  per  cent*  on  sales,  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  remittances 
in  produce,  one  per  cent,  for  remittances  in  bills,  and  one  per 
cent,  on  trans-shipping  merely. 

^710,  Does  the  commission  vary  much  f — The  rates  I  have 
stated  were  those  fixed  by  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  in  Sinca- 
pore,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  the  rates  in  general  use. 

37 IL  From  your  observation  at  C^anton,  should  you  say  that 
the  English,  and  especially  the  English  Factory,  are  held  in 
higher  estimation  than  other  foreigners  by  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment?—I  think  the  Chinese  government  seem  to  throw  the 
same  discredit  very  much  upon  all  foreigners.  On  this  point  I 
can,  however,  refer  to  what  I  consider  an  authentic  tranalation 
of  two  communications  from  the  authorities  at  Canton,  addres- 
sed to  the  court  of  Pekinj  about  the  time  of  the  Topaze^s 
aifair. 

3712.  In  what  year  was  that?— It  was  about  the  year  1821, 
With  regard  to  the  Christian  merchants,  '"  I  reasoned  with 
them,*'  said  the  governor,  **  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  great 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,  and  showed  that  it  was  right 
for  them  to  do  what  I  required  of  tliem ;  but  all  in  vain  ;  good 
principles  and  solemn  truths  had  no  effect  upon  them,  and  I 
was  compelled  to  interdict  their  trade  to  touch  their  gains. 
And  no  sooner  was  that  done  than  they  submitted.  They  are 
a  mercenary  gain -scheming  set  of  adventurers,  whom  reason 
cannot  rule ;  the  dread  of  not  making  money  is  that  which  alone 
influences  them."  And  again,  **  The  English  might  at  any 
time  be  brought  to  stoop  if  tea  were  refused  ;  but  if  they  could 
get  the  tea  in  any  other  way,  they  would  be  careless  about 
pleasing  China,  would  indeed  despise  her,  and  do  as  their 
humours  dictated.  By  Tea-Reins,  said  the  governor  to  the 
great  Emperor,  alluding  to  the  management  of  a  vicious  horse, 
j^our  majesty  can  control  the  English,  therefore  let  us  take 
care  that  they  get  no  tea  but  what  we  choose  to  give  tliem." 

3713.  How  do  you  know  that  to  be  an  authentic  document? 
— It  was  published  at  the  Anglo -Chinese  College  of  Malacca, 
in  182Sj  and  from  the  connection  of  Dr.  Morrison  with  tliat 
establishment,  I  think  that  every  thing  connected  witli  China, 
coming  from  the  Anglo-Chinese  College,  has  the  weight  of  his 
authority. 

3714-,  Do  you  conceive  that  the  English  Factory  at  Canton 

possess  any  other  weight  than  that  which  results  trom  the  ex* 
tensive  nature  of  their  dealings  ? — From  any  thing  that  has 
ever  come  under  my  knowledge  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
they  have. 

3715.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  private  merchants,  carrying 
on  the  same  extent  of  business,  would  probably  possess  a  similar 
degree  of  influence  ?^I  conceive  that  if  the  English  trade  to 
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|Chin«  had  been  catried  on  through  private  merchanu^  in  the    1$ 
•y  that  it  hai  been  done  by  the  Amencan«,  the  same  conse- 

( would  probably  follow ;  that  the  advatitages  of  die  trade  ^''* 
«  more  generallv  diffused  among  Uie  Chinete,  and 
ffoui  body  of  Hong  merchantii  could  present  more 
!  obiticles  to  the  encrotclmieiiti  of  the  government 
0Be  or  tiro  cyr  three  mdtvidttalf,  aa  at  pivteiit. 

S7I6,  Do  you  thiDk  that  the  American   influence  In  China 
increased  or  declined  within  the  la§t  few  year«? — I  tliitik 
has  declined  since   the   departure  of  Mr.    Cuahiog  from 
hLna, 

37 17.  Can  you  state  any  advantages  which  were  gained  to 
i€  American  trade  under  Mr  Cushings  nuaaagvaMlit? — The 

[^American  trade  escaped  under  Mr.  Cushb^'s  management,  or 

'  pr  measurement^  to  a  great  degrect  the  port-charges  at 

American  ships  coming  in  ballast  were  enabled  to  take 

I  of  rice  to  Canton^  and  thereby  gain  exemption  from  the 

alluded  to. 

3718.  Was  Mr.  Cuslung  held  in  ^at  estimation  in  Canton  ? 
f_|le  waa  considered  to  have  more  influence  with  Howqua,  tlie 
[cihtef  Hong  merchant,  than  any  other  individual  whatever. 

3719.  Not  excepting  the  members  of  the  Select  Committee? 
-Not  excepting  any  one. 

3720.  Do  the  Chinese  admit  cargoes  of  provii^ions  without 
ayment  of  duty  ? — An  edict  was  issued  about  the  year  18$4s 
i  scarcity  of  ric^  being  apprehended^  authorizing  shins  bringing^ 
[  thinks  4,200  peculs  of  rice  to  be  exempted,  without  pay* 

at  of  certain  port-charges.     Tlie  edict  was  afterwards  modi* 
and  now,    I   believe,  any  vessel,   without   reference   to 
bringing  a  full  cargo,  is  admitted  witliout  paying  tJicse 
^chafjgea* 

3721.  Do  you  know  any  other  ships,  except  Americans,  that 
[ liaTC  in  this  way  escaped  these  charges  in  China?— There  w»« 

one  case  tliat  came  within  my  own  {>ersonal  knowledge,  of  a 
ship  under  tlie  Dutch  colonial  flag:  but  many  cases  may  exist 
in  Java  that  have  not  been  within  my  observation. 

3723.  What  was  the  name  of  that  ship? — llie  Sourabaya* 

S72S.  Do  tJiey  escape  the  charges  on  departure,  as  well  as 
thoae  on  entering  ? — There  are  no  port-charges  on  departnra ; 
Jhey  eacape  entirely  what  is  usually  called  the  meaiiimneni 
cbargea. 

3724.  ^o  they  escape  the  cumshaw  ? — I  do  not  think  they 
do  altogether;  they  escape  perhaps  only  that  portion  whicli 
gon  to  the  government,  merely,  of  every  charge. 

J725.  Are  there  frequent  instances  of  bankruptcies  among 
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16  Maf.  1630,   the  Hong  merdmnts  in  China  P^Two  have  occurred  within  the 
time  that  I  have  been  in  India* 

Mr.  J.  J.  MiU~ 

mil*  3726.  Do  you  kno^v  the  names  of  them  ? — ^The  last  iras  Man- 

hop,  in  1828,  for  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  ;  the  name 
of  the  other  was  Konsefjua, 

3727.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  result  of  that  failure  ? — 
The  Co-hong,  that  is  the  body  of  the  Ilong  merchants^  are  on 
those  occasion  considered  responsible  for  tiie  debts  of  the  person 
failing ;  and  in  the  ease  of  Manhop  thej  came,  with  great  diffi- 
culty^ into  an  arrangement  to  \yay  his  debts,  without  interest,  in 
five  years ;  but  in  Konsequa's  case  it  was,  I  belicve>  eight  or 
nine  years,  without  interest* 

9728.  Were  the  debts  paid  in  those  cases  ?^ — Tliey  were  in 
the  course  of  liquidation.     Manhop's  only  took  place  in  1828, 

3729.  Is  it  the  general  expectalion  that  his  debts  will  be  paid  ? 
•-I  believe  it  is. 

3730.  Do  you  know  whether  Manhop  or  Konsequa  were 
either  of  them  indebted  to  the  Company?  — 1  could  not  under- 
stand that  Manhop  was;  he  was  indebted  iij  some  of  the  super- 
cargoes, I  believe,  but  not  to  the  Company, 

373K  Was  Konsequa  indebted  to  the  Conyiany? — I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  particulars  of  Konseqya's  affairs, 

3732,  Do  vou  kjiow  any  thing  of  the  mode  in  which  petitions 
are  prcsenteii  to  the  Chinese  authorities  at  Canton? — It  is  a 
great  object  to  assemble  as  great  a  force  as  possible  on  these 
occasions^  and  to  proceed  with  as  much  secrecy  and  despatch,  ai 
to  escape  the  observation,  if  possible,  of  the  persons  stationed 
at  the  gate ;  and  when  they  gain  possession  of  the  gate,  they 
endeavour  to  maintain  themselves  there  till  a  Mandarin  ap[>ears, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  petition.  It  is  generally  a  scuffle 
at  the  gate. 

3733,  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  such  a  petition  being  pre- 
sented while  you  were  resfding  at  Canton  ?— There  was  a  peti- 
tion presented  at  the  gate  m  October  1828,  by  the  super- 
cargoes  of  the  East-India  Company. 

3734,  Do  you  happen  to  know  whom  they  were  headed 
— ^I  think  the  deputation  was  headed  by  Mr.  Davts  of  the  C 
pane's  Factory,  accompanied  by  the  commodore,  and  totne 
the  commanders  and  oHicers  and'  seamen  of  the  fleet. 

3735,  What  was  the  object  of  that  petition  ?— Tlie  inferior 
Mandarins,  I  believe,  at  Macao*  had  interftfred  with  the  convey- 
ance of  letters,  and  with  lite  landing  of  passengers*  luggage  at 
Macao ;  the  object  was  to  obtain  redress  for  those  grievances. 

3736,  Did  they  obtain  redress  ? — Immediately, 

3737,  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  duties  levied  at  Canton 
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on  esporti  and  imports  ?---A  Cable  of  duties  was  published  by  l^  ^f*  '^^^  | 
the  Aii^1o*Cbiticsc!  collegia  ai  Malacca  in  tbc  jrear  O^'i^  m  ^^    r~7' 
only  Uible  that  I  have  evtr  seen.  *^ 

37SBt  Du  lh«j  include  Uic  eonscMi  charges  ? — Thtff  dab 

S7S9.  Do  jrou  know  whether  thi^re  is  much  amiiggilqg  ia 
China  ? — The  opiotii  tnule  is  altogether  n  KmuggUnfp  tmoib 

S7M.  Ilitwr  many  ships  have  yuu  ever  seen  cooductiag  die 
ppium  trade  together  ?  —Wlien  I  pafiiied  tJntio  there  wara  Anir- 
tseo  ahiM  fyiog  therCi  and  I  should  llnnk  tt:a  of  them  arcre 
Qftmii  ahtps. 

37il.  Of  what  country  treie  tliey  ?— One  American  and  one 
Fortuguesct  and  I  think  the  rest  were  cauittry  sliips. 

5742,  Is  tl)c  opium  taken  to  China  chiefly  IndioJi  opium  ? — 
Almost  altogether  Imtian  opium. 

374$.  DoQi  it  come  from  tlio  Company's  tarritoriis  ? — It  is 
frovn  alCo^thCT  on  the  Couj|)an>*ft  territoricf»  excepting  what 
comes  from  the  Portiiguese  terriiof  ici. 

3744*  Do  you  knour  whathar  tl  ia  packed  ta  diasCs  bcaritig 
their  mark  ? — Alwa^Si  im  (ki  om  my  rttcoItecCioa  goes  i  1  have 
ofWn  opened  chests^  und  I  never  found  their  mark  waotifig. 

37454  Il;ive  not  the  Chinese  government  foiiiid  it  ii)i(Mis»iblc 
llo|ititLhis  trade  down  ?- Quite  im|)ossible  ;   they  have  issued 
teptttled  edicts  against  it,  but  to  no  elTect. 

8746.  To  wimt  eiroumatance  do  you  attribute  the  rapid  in- 
rfai  the  cunsumptiofi  of  opium  in  China  ?— To  the  graalar 
Ibcility  that  Is  afforded  at  Ltnlin  by  the  shifjs  iytng  tlicea*  to 
[  irbat  tbare  vaa  foraierly»  when  the  i^hips  la^  at  Macao  or  at 
^Whampoa. 

S747,  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  mueb  imugglin^  tn 
China  in  the  articles  of  export  ? — As  tar  as  niv  own  expariimGe 
wcntf  I  found  the  parties  who  were  not  I  long  merchants 
ready  to  iiuike  a  bargain  eitlicr  way  ;  tliat  is,  to  deliver  tlie 
luiiile  an  a  smuggleil  article  at  Liulin.  or  in  the  u^ual  way  at 

\VhuiD[HIU. 

S748«  Iliive  not  they  some  term  hy  whidi  they  distinguish  tlic 
illicit  trude? — They  u^uulty  e;ilt  it  the  Sttmg^geon* 

Wi40»   Were  yoti    at    Canton    when   the    Hong^merehaiits 
^interdicted    the    shopmen   from    conducting    the   business ?—* 
Jt  occurred  some  time  previous  to  luy  lu^t  vJMt  to  Canton  in 
1828. 

S7S0.  Was  It  generally  considered  that  the  Company *»  I'ue- 
laiy  tmi  tnitigateil  the  liong  merchanu  to  do  that ;"— ihat  wit^ 
tbt  general  impression. 

S75K  What  was  the  effect  upon  the  trade P-^At  first  the 
eSsct  was  to  interdict  all  deahng^  w  ith  the  »hopmen. 
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16  Mar.  1830.      3752,  Did  that  slate  of  things  last  long? — When  I  arriircd 

there  its  effects  were  visible  ;  but  befare  I  left  China  they  had 

j/r.  /.  A.  Max-  aliuost  entirely  disappeared. 

3753,  What  interval  elapsed  between  your  arrival  and  your 

departure  ? — Three  months. 

3754.  Who  were  the  principal  sufferers  by  this? — The  Ame- 
ricans :  they  conducted  the  greater  part  of  their  business  with 
the  Hong  merchant^?. 

3755*  Did  they  make  their  remonstrances  to  the  Viceroy  ?— 
They  made  two  remonstrances,  and  had  a  reply  to  one  of  them; 
but  1  believe  it  was  addressed  to  the  Hoppo, 

3756,  Have  you  any  copy  of  them  ?— I  have. 

3757.  Will  you  state  the  date  of  the  lirsl  remonstmncei 
and  by  whom  it  was  made  ? — ^Ttie  date  of  the  first  is  omitted  ;  it 
professes  to  be  signed  by  N.  Talbot i  consul  or  agent  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  T<  W,  Oliphant,  N,  Dunn,  J.  R. 
Latimer,  J.  H,  Blight,  &c.&c. 

3759*  How  many  Hong  merchants  are  there  who  tmnsact 
business  ? — There  are  only  three,  or,  at  the  utmost,  four  in  eeta- 
blished  credit. 

3759,  Do  you  consider  them  possessed  of  sufficient  capital  for 
carrying  on  the  whole  foreign  commerce  at  Canton  ?■ — Certainly 
not. 

3760,  Have  you  heard  any  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  whole 
export  and  import  trade  at  Canton  ? — I  have  heard  the  Eu- 
ropean  and  American  trade  estimated  at  60,000^000  of  dollars* 

8761.  What  proportion  of  this  trade  is  considered  to  be  carried 
on  by  the  East-India  Company  ?^ — About  one-fourth. 

3762.  Is  the  invoice  value  of  the  trade  of  the  East-India 
Company  in  Great  Britain  and  China  larger  than  that  of  the 
Americans? — Those  circumstances  have  never  come  within  my 
knowledge,  except  upon  reference  to  Parliamentary  documents, 
and  according  to  those  I  made  up  a  statement  from  the  year 
1821  to  1827  inchisive.  The  result  of  that  statement  is,  that 
the  American  trade  for  these  six  years  exceeds  that  of  the  Com- 
pany by  4'3B2j812  steriing. 

3763.  Do  you  speak  of  the  imports  or  the  exports? — Tlie 
imports  and  exports  together. 

3764.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  deliver  in  the  statement 

you  have  made  out  ? — 

{The  xmtticss  fieiivered  in  thesam**,  tvkkh  was  read  a.^Jbliatcs:2 
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ACCOUKT  of  «•  IVidt  (Total  Import  &ad  Eipoit)  of  Iht  AmtricwM  and  16  M«.  last. 
of  Iho  Kir  JmOh  Coiapioj  with  ChioA  for  ttw  dx  jfcws  oadli^  ia26-7.«  

Eaat  India  Coiqpooj't  IMo.  m«. 


Tndo. 

1821-3 ie3,S06,004 

18«^ 3,43ls960 

1823^ M^fB93 

1834^ :  ....    3^83,686 


1831-2 ir^678,483 

1832.3 3»«30^fM 

1883.4 3»88M38 

1824-5 3,&0i,898 

1825.6 3^76p862   I  1825-6 2^538^333 


1826-7 l,778|3!a 

£18.479,696 
Awtr^gt £  3»6799949 


1836-7 3^629,144 

£16,183,886 

Airoruft 8;697,1S7 

DUftivMO. 382;813 

£3,079,949 


*  Aiiir.— FiyefB  relitiiig  to  tbo  tndo  with  India  and  China,  primod 
4th  Jnno  1829;  Noa.  20  and  25. 


S785.  HiTe  700  found  any  difficulty  in  ourrying  on  your 
oonunercinl  interooune  with  the  Chinete  at  Canton  ?*I  have 
aefier  been  any  where  where  butineao  is  so  easily  done  as  at 
Canton,  on  the  same  scale. 

S760.  What  Is  the  language  generally  employed  there  m  con- 
dnctmg  business  ?— A  broken  kind  01  English,  a  mixture  of 
English  and  Portuguese,  is  in  general  use,  and  is  now  so  well 
est&lished  that  thm  are  sdioob  for  teaching  it. 

3767.  Where  are  the  schools? — In  the  neighbourhood,  I 
should  suppose,  of  the  shopmen.  I  have  heard  boys  of  twelve 
years  of  age  speak  it. 

3768.  Did  you  ever  know  an  English  prirate  ship  with  an 
entire  European  crew  go  to  Canton  ?— I  have  known  several 
piivmte  tradlers  with  European  crews.  I  went  myself  up  to 
Canton  in  1886  in  one  of  them,  the  Exmouth;  and  I  knew 
SDother,  the  Sarah ;  she  loaded  at  Macao  in  1898,  before  I  left, 
with  a  cargo  on  account  of  the  Company's  commanders  at 


3769.  What  were  those  crews  ?^>Europeans,  in  both  in- 
stances ;  and  I  beard  of  many  others. 

3770.  Were  ther  a  mixed  crew  of  Europeans  or  entirely 
English  ? — I  should  think  the  greater  proportion  of  the  crew 
that  I  went  up  with  was  English :  I  believe  the  whole  were 
English. 

S771.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  difficulty  at  Canton  on  ac- 
cooDt  of  the  vessels  that  traded  there  with  English  crews  ? — 
Kcter. 

3778.  Under  what  permission  did  those  ship  go  to  Canton  ? 
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—In  the  case  of  ibe  EKmoulh,  she  went  by  permUsIon  from  tlic 
Bombay  govemmeoL  In  the  case  of  the  Saralii  I  think  it  Mm 
by  permission  of  the  Bombay  government  also.  The  Exmoutli 
carried  a  cargo  of  cotton  from  Bombay  to  Canton, 

S773*  Have  you  ever  known  of  any  cotjntry  ships  proceedioe 
to  Chinese  ports,  north  of  Canton,  aod  tradijig  with  tlie  oatives? 
— I  have  heard  of  several  of  those  adventures* 

S??*.  Can  you  state  what  the  cargoes  were  that  tl»ey  took? 
*<-The  cargoes  generaJJy  consisted  of  upium,  almost  altogether; 
in  some  cases  they  took  a  httle  saltpetre,  I  believe. 

3775.  Did  they  find  any  difficulty  in  effecting  sales  with  the 
natives  ?^ — I  understood  tlmt  they  always  effected  sales ;  1  did 
not  hear  that  there  were  any  extraordinary  difficulties, 

3776.  What  were  the  ports  they  went  to  ? — Many  of  the  ports 
have  escaped  my  recollect  ion,  but  I  recollect  the  port  of  Ching- 
choo  and  Chuaen,  and  the  island  of  Formosa* 

3777.  Do  you  know  where  those  ports  are  situated  ? — Ching- 
choo  is  in  the  province  of  Fokicn, 

3778.  What  reception  did  you  understand  the  natives  gave 
to  those  adventures  ? — I  believe  they  gave  a  good  reception,  A 
Spanish  gentleman,  who  was  a  stJi>ercargo  in  one  of  the  expedi- 
tions, told  me  that  he  landed  on  Formosa  and  vralked  several 
miles,  I  recollect  his  nientionijig  particubriy  that  he  observed 
the  remains  of  Euro[)can  houses  there,  which  he  considered  lo 
have  been  the  remains  of  those  that  were  occupied  by  the  for- 
mer Dutch  factory  at  Formosa, 

3779.  Do  you  know  how  long  it  is  smce  that  factory  was  re- 
moved  ?— I  should  think  more  tJrnn  one  hundred  years. 

3780.  Did  you  understand  that  the  sales  which  were  eflecicd 
at  the  northern  ports  were  at  a  considerable  advance  above  the 
Canton  prices  ?-^l  could  not  imderstand  that  there  was  any 
great  advance.  I  heard  the  parties  mention  tfiat  they  found  the 
Chinese  dealers  there  in  possession  of  regular  current-finces 
from  Canton,  slating  the  stock  on  hand  of  opiuiu,  afid  af 
circumstances  connected  with  the  market, 

3781  •  Do  you  remember  an  instance  of  (he  Merope  niakii 
an  adventure  of  that  nature  ?— The  Mcrope  retyrned  from  one 
of  tliose  adventures  a  few  days  before  my  arrival  in  China :  I 
boarded  her  at  Lin  tin  as  I  was  passing, 

3782.  Had  *he  disposed  of  all  her  cargo  ? — I  understood  of 
Uie  whole  of  jt. 

378S.  Do  you  know  what  wsb  received  in  exchaiigc  for  her 
commodities? — I  believe  silver, 

37d4.  No  tea  ? — I  never  heard  of  any  tea. 

3785,  You  have  mentioned  price -currents  being  found  in  the 
northern  ports  of  Cliina>  do  you  mean  tlmt  the  Chinese  thetn* 
selves  had  price-currents,  or  only  Europciui  price-current**  ? — 
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The  ChincM  theintelvet  bad  prioe^^turviiu ;  regular  itatiMiiciita   1^  Mar.  i%$9, 

ofthe  marketi.  

S786.  Dm*  that  coniitt  with  vour  knowletlgo  reapicting  tlie      *'^'^'    ^** 
OiiBeie  in  other  couotrtet?-!  liave  faund  the  ChiMieiii  ilu> 
of  Malacca  alwajt  vreU*mfonned  af  the  atite  nf  tba 
I  m  Canloo. 


3787.  Would  there  be  any  teriom  injurj  fittiained  by  the 
g^vciMseal  olEcefi  at  Canton  by  the  iiitenrupiion  of  the  trade  at 
that  pan  ? — The  ^remmocil  appointmenuat  Canton  are  under* 
Koocl  to  be  more  vahmbtc  than  any  other  apptiintmcnts  under 
the  Chineae  government,  in  conieqtience  of  tlie  foreign  trade* 

S788.  Hoar  many  Britlah  aubjecti  are  there  reiiding  in  Chinat 
iodependent  of  the  Company's  factory  P^Nativea  of  BritaaUp 
ibout  thirty. 

SIBOi  What  are  tho  uiual  rate^  of  eonimiimion  chaigiad  by 
Mllah  tNKiaia  of  ageiicy  at  Clinton? — 71iree  |>rr  crnt.  cm  laleat 
tiro  and  a  half  on  letuma  in  produce*  one  \>ef  cent,  nn  retumt  in 
bills;  but  theie  pointa  are  uaually  matter  of  amuigctncni 
baiveen  partiea. 

9790.  Were  there  any  Chinese  residing  at  Sbeapore  when 
jou  were  there  ? — A  great  many  ;  the  hirgoat  proportion  of  tho 
popolstion  are  Chinese. 

87M«  What  impresston  has  the  Chinese  character  made  on 
yoQp-^That  they  are  a  very  shrewd,  inteUigcnt^  and  enterpriaiiig 
people,  more  alive  to  the  value  of  character  tluin  any  otlier 
Asiatica  that  I  have  ever  met  witli* 

S792.  Do  you  conitiiler  them  to  be  a  commercial  people  ?— 
Highly  cooutiercial :  their  commerciul  propcnniies  are  stronger 
than  tlkoae  of  any  other  (leif  pie. 

S79S.  Is  there  much  intercourve  between  Stncapore  and  China 
bi  Chteeae  junks  ?^-A  very  considerable  inlercoune ;  aboul 
eight  junka  annually. 

8TM*  Do  you  know  the  sixe  of  the  largest  of  the  junks?— It 
ii  lety  cBfllcuJt  to  estimate  them  by  European  tonnage ;  they  arc 
very  unwieldy  looking  vcsseU.  I  should  think  the  largest  of 
I  ia  abeoi  BOO  tons  tliat  I  have  seen  at  Stncapore,  and  the 
"      1500. 


S70a,  From  what  jiorts  of  China  do  they  come  ?— Tlte  largest, 
but  the  least  valuable,  come  from  Canton  ;  the  smaller  ones  (the 
gceeii*beaded  junks,  as  they  arc  termed,  from  the  green  paint  on 
tbetr  bows)  are  from  Fokien. 

3796.  Do  jrou  know  the  nature  of  the  cargoes  they  generally 
bring? — Tlie  cargoes  are  generally  Intended  for  the  Chinese 
colonists  in  the  Archipelago.  The  Canton  junks  generally  bring 
&  large  quantity  of  coarse  earthenware,  some  raw  silk,  nnnkcen*, 
tobacco,  sacrinclal  paper,  and  various  articles  for  the  nnc  of  the 
Chinese  colonists*    The  Fokien  junks  bring  almost  the  fame 
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»  articles,  with  the  addition  of  camphor^  sugar-candy,  aitid  a  larger 
quantity  of  silk  and  nankeens* 

3797-  Do  they  import  any  tea  to  Sincapore  ? — They  every 
year  bring  teas  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  colonists, 

3798.  Is  not  that  a  tea  of  an  inferior  description  ? — It  is  not 
perhaps  a  superior  tea,  but  it  is  not  inferior  to  what  Ore  general 
class  of  Chinese  colonists  use. 

3799.  How  do  you  designate  it  ?— It  is  black  tea ;  but  I  do 
not  know  the  particular  denomination. 

3800.  Have  you  known  any  quantity  of  tea  brought  down  to 
Sincapore  for  other  use  beside  that  of  the  Chinese  ? — One  season 
there  were  about  5,000  boxes  brought  down. 

380 L  Supposing  the  trade  in  tea  to  be  thrown  open,  do  you 
conceive  that  tea  might  be  imported  into  Sincapore  of  a  quality 
fit  for  the  European  market,  and  tn  suificient  quantity  ?  — I  have 
no  ground  for  speaking  positively  on  that  subject ;  but  several 
of  the  Chinese  there  have  frequently  oftered  to  contract  with  me 
for  the  supply  of  black  teas  from  Fokien. 

3802.  Can  you  state  with  respect  to  green  teas?^ — They 
would  come  direct  from  Canton,  and  it  would  be  more  difficult 
to  get  them,  I  should  think. 

3803.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  green  teas  arc  also  grown 
in  the  maritime  province  ? — 1  rather  think  they  are  not  grown 
in  a  maritime  province. 

3804.  On  what  terms  did  they  offer  to  supply  them  ? — Tlic 
thing  never  got  to  that  length,  for  I  could  not  have  made  use  of 
the  teas  if  I  had  got  them. 

3803.  Do  you  consider  that  they  will  deliver  them  at  Sinca- 
pore upon  somewhat  the  same  terms  on  which  ihey  are  now  sent 
to  Canton  ?  —They  stated  with  great  confidence  that  they  could 
deliver  them  at  Sincapore  on  such  terms  as  would  make  it  an 
object  for  Europeans  to  purchase  them. 

3806.  How  did  they  suggest  that  this  object  could  be  accom- 
plished ? — They  suggested  to  me  to  obtain  at  Canton  chops  of 
the  different  descriptions  of  teas  that  were  supplied  (by  chopf,  I 
mean  the  Chinese  name  in  Chinese  characters) ;  they  proposed 
to  send  those  chops  up  to  Fokien,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  tea 
by  the  return  of  the  junks. 

3807,  Have  you  ever  heard  that  there  is  an  imperial  edict 
against  the  exportation  of  teas  sea- wise  ? — I  am  aware  that  such 
an  edict  exists. 

SSOS.  Do  you  think  that  would  prevent  such  an  intercourse 
taking  place  ? — No  ;  I  think  they  would  disregard  it,  as  they  do 
other  edicts. 

3809.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  all  edicts,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  stop  foreign  trade?— I  never  heard  a  Chi- 
nese quote  an  edict  as  an  obstacle  to  the  purposes  he  had  io 
view. 
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3810.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  tea  imported  direct  from  China  16  Mar.  \93$. 
into  Cochin  China,  or  Siani  ?— -I  believe  part  of  the  lot  I  have        T~7  %i 
alluded  to  of  5,000  boxes  was  imported  into  Sincapore  from         jSi,    ^' 
SjgooB  m  Cochin  China. 

S811.  It  there  much  mtercourse  between  Sincapore  and  the 
kingdoms  of  Siam  and  Cochin  China  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  of 
intercourse,  particularly  with  Siam. 

38]  2.  What  quantity  of  vacant  European  tonnage  do  joa 
think  retums  annually  mm  China  to  Sincapore  ?— About  12,000 
tons ;  ships  from  tlie  Presidencies  that  carry  cotton  or  other 
cargoes  to  China,  and  coming  back  in  ballast. 

S8IS.  Do  many  vessels  resort  to  Sincapore  and  Batavia  fVom 
New  South  Wales  ? — A  great  many.  The  last  five  vears  I  was 
in  India  there  was  about  an  average  of  at  least  3,000  tons  to 
India  from  New  South  Wales. 

3814.  What  information  have  you  lately  received  from  Sinca- 
pore as  to  the  rates  of  freight  ? — The  latest  quotations  from 
Sncapore  were  for  tin,  as  dead  weight,  25«.  a  ton  ;  sugar,  i'S  a 
ton ;  coffee,  £3.  10«. ;  measurement  goods,  £4  per  ton. 

3815.  In  what  degree  would  the  expense  of  transmitting 
merdiandize  to  and  from  Canton  become  increased  if  trans- 
shioment  at  Sincapore  were  had  recourse  to  ? — As  compared 
witn  the  present  freights,  I  should  think  the  expense  would  be 
diminished  greatly* 

3816.  Do  YOU  consider  Sincapore  a  convenient  entrepot  for 
European  and  Chinese  merchandize  ? — Highly  convenient ;  the 
most  convenient  station  in  the  Archipelago. 

3817.  Should  you  anticipate  great  commercial  benefit  to  this 
oountry,  upon  the  whole,  from  the  removal  of  tlie  Company's 
monopoly  in  China  ? — Certainly. 

3818.  Have  the  Chinese  any  manufactories  at  Shficapore  at 
the  preaent  time  ?-->They  have  manufactories  of  pearl,  sago,  and 
ofg^bier. 

3819.  Does  it  consist  with  your  knowledge  tliat  they  have 
KQt  for  steam-engines  and  machinery  from  England  to  carry  on 
those  manufactories  at  Sincapore  ? — It  consists  with  my  know- 
Icdge,  that  one  Chinese  wished  to  have  a  steam-engine  of  three 
or  four-horAe  power,  and  that  he  authorized  a  house  at  Sinca- 
pore to  procure  that  steam-engine  for  him,  if  it  could  be  got  at 
a  certain  expense. 

3880.   Has  it  arrived  ? — Not  when  I  lefl  Sincapore. 

3821.  Are  you  aware  that  Prussian  blue  was  an  article  of  very 
considerable  import  into  China  ?^ I  understood  it  was. 


Is  it  so  now  ? — I  believe  not,  in  consequence  of  a  Chi- 
nese that  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  process  in  Europe 
^^mag  settled  himself  at  Canton,  where  he  manufactures  it  now. 
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16  Mar.  1830.  It  did  not  come  within  my  own  personal  observation,  but  I  heard 
"~~         the  thing  generally  talked  of  at  Canton. 

'weL  "  3823.  Do  you  consider  the  East-India  Company's  Factoiy  in 
China  indispensably  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  British 
commercial  intercourse  with  that  country  ? — I  have  never  heard 
it  considered  so,  and  I  do  not  consider  it  so. 

3824.  Do  you  consider  it  conducive  to  the  facility  of  trade 
generally? — There  being  only  a  particular  trade  carried  on 
through  the  Factory,  I  cannot  state  that  it  is  conducive  to  the 
general  trade  of  the  country :  the  general  trade  has  had  no  ac- 
cess to  China* 

3825.  Are  the  Conunittee  to  understand  that,  in  your  opinion, 
the  Company's  Factory  at  Canton  is  of  no  advantage  to  any  other 
trading  community  but  the  East-India  Company  ? — I  think  that 
the  Company's  Factory,  from  the  magnitude  of  their  operations, 
have  great  influence  with  the  Hong  merchants ;  and  that,  when- 
ever Uiey  may  choose  to  exercise  that  influence  in  favour  of  any 
particular  interest  or  other,  to  that  extent  it  wUl  be  benefidal 
to  that  particular  interest. 

3826.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  no  factory  at  Cantoik. 
before  1758? — I  have  understood  so. 


Joms,  18^  die  Martii,  1830. 

Captain  WILLIAM  LANGLEY  POPE  called  in,  and 
examined. 

18  Mar.  1830.       3827.  Are  you  engaged  in  the  sea-service? — I  am. 

:  3828.  Did  you  make  any  voyage  in  the  year  1826,  and  in 

tr.lU'^fe.    ^^^^^  ^^*P  ^—^  ^^^^  England  in  1826  in  the  Boyne ;  I  went  to 
New  South  Wales,  and  from  thence  to  China. 

3829.  What  was  the  tonnage  of  your  vessel  ? — She  was  620 
tons  register,  or  thereabouts. 

3830.  By  whom  were  you  chartered  on  these  two  voyages  ? 
— I  was  chartered  out  by  the  Government,  and  home  by  the 
East-India  Company. 

3831.  Did  you  make  that  voyage  and  reach  Canton  ?— I  left 
England,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  in  May,  and  went  to 
Cork.  I  left  Cork  in  June  1826,  and  I  returned  in  September 
1827  to  London. 

3832.  Did  you  take  any  cargo  from  New  South  Wales  to 
Canton?— None,  except  the  cargo  that  I  took  from  England, 
which  was  some  iron  and  flints.     That  I  took  on  with  me. 

3833.  Did  you  dispose  oF  the  iron  and  flints  at  Canton,  and 
at  what  rate  of  profit  ?— I  sold  the  iron  at  126  per  cent,  profit. 
The  flints  were  bought  here  for  £30  for  fifty  tons,  and  sold  there 
for  upwards  of  900  Spanish  dollars,  or  nearly  £225  sterling. 
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3834.  Will  you  stete  the  amount  of  that  in  sterling  money  ?  18  Mar.  1830. 
—According  to  the  exchange  the  dollar  was  then  5*.,  therefore         : 

it  would  be  a  quarter.  r/jL^/w. 

3835.  What  would  have  been  the  freight  of  the  iron  and  flints  ? 
—I  am  not  aware  what  it  would  be  to  Canton,  but  it  would  be 
to  any  part  of  India  from  two  to  three  pounds  per  ton. 

3836.  How  many  tons  of  iron  had  you? — I  think  about 
twenty. 

3837.  What  cargo  did  you  take  on  board  at  Canton  for 
Europe  ? — I  loaded  with  teas  for  Europe. 

3838.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Canton?— The  ship  was 
three  weeks  at  Whampoa,  that  is  the  place  where  they  usually 
loadf  but  1  was  altogether  in  China  five  weeks. 

3839.  What  length  of  time  were  you  in  completing  your  com- 
anercial  arrangements  at  Canton,  in  selling  what  you  had  to  sell, 
nd  purchasing  what  you  wished  to  buy  ? — Three  weeks. 

3840.  Could  you  have  completed  those  transactions  in  a 
diorter  time  ? — i  think  it  could  have  been  done  in  a  fortnight. 

3841.  Were  the  port-charges  upon  the  ship  Boync  paid  by 
you  f — The  port-charges  were  paia  by  the  East-India  Company. 

3842.  Can  you  state  what  those  port-charges  were,  or  had 
you  anj  means  of  ascertaining  what  they  were  upon  ships  of  a 
similar  tannage  ? — Yes ;  on  the  ship  Lady  East,  of  65 1  tons.  I 
have  an  extract  from  her  accounts,  and  the  whole,  including 
pibtage,  a  5,202  Spanish  dollars. 

3843.  Can  you  state  the  details  of  that  account? — I  can. 
The  cumtiaw  and  measurement,  4,436  dollars  80  cents ;  lin- 
guist and  ?ompradore,  477  dollars ;  commission  on  the  above 
tarns,  122  collars  4  cents.  Paid  by  ship — Pilotage,  bar-boats, 
md  outside  pilot,  167  dollars  ;  making  together  5,202  dollars 
md  84  cent.  But  the  167  dollars  were  paid  by  the  owners  of 
the  ship ;  tie  Company  do  not  pay  tlic  pilotage. 

3844.  Yoi  have  stated  that  you  took  tea  on  board  at  Canton, 
was  that  teaentirely  on  the  Company's  account,  or  any  part  of 
your  own  ? -There  were  twelve  tons  of  my  own  teas. 

3845.  Hov  much  of  the  Company's?— According  to  their 
regulation  thee  were  596  tons  ;  tnat  is,  according  to  their  way 
of  calculatingtonnage,  from  800  to  1,000  pounds  weight,  which, 
when  put  intc  cases,  will  measure  72  cubical  feet.  According 
to  that  the  }oyne  had  on  board,  with  my  tonnage,  altogether 
875  tons  of  5'  cubical  feet  to  the  ton,  which  is  the  customary 
measurement 

3846.  Hoivdid  you  buy  the  tea  which  you  purchased  on  your 
own  account  i— I  bought  it  through  an  agent. 

3847.  Areou  aware  whether  it  was  purchased  by  that  agent 
from  the  Hog  merchants,  or  from  the  outside  mercliants  ?— 
From  a  Honpnerchant,  I  believe. 
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3848.  Was  the  quality  of  your  tea  good  ?*-!  believe  il  to  be 

as  good  as  any  00  board  the  ship* 

3849.  Had  you  ever  been  before  in  China  ? — I  never  bad- 

3850.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  carrying  on  your  com- 
mercial transactions  there  ? — Not  the  slightest  whatever. 

3831.  Had  any  of  your  officers  or  crew  been  there  before? 
— None  of  the  officers  had ;  perhaps  some  of  the  men  may  have 
been  there  before,  but  it  is  unknown  to  me* 

3852.  As  to  the  comparison  with  a  voyage  to  Bengal  or  Bom- 
bay, did  you  find  more  or  less  difficult}^  in  Canton  in  making 
your  arrangements  than  you  would  in  other  places  ? — I  found 
greater  facility  in  transacting  business  at  Canton  than  I  had  10 
any  part  of  India,  and  I  have  been  to  all  the  Presidencies  10 
India* 

3853.  Had  you  any  intercourse  with  the  merchants  at  Cantoo 
that  would  give  you  information  with  respect  to  the  result  of 
opening  tlie  trade  ? — 1  bad  not  much  communication  w^ith  the 
merchants,  any  more  than  merely  in  selling  the  h'ttle  I  had  on 
Uie  ship's  account;  but  they  were  excessively  anxious  to  kiaw 
if  I  had  any  goods  on  board  for  sale, 

3854.  Were  you  able  to  ascertain  w^hetber  you  could  have 
disposed  of  them  at  a  profit,  if  you  had  had  such  gcods  on 
board  ? — I  was  told  that  I  could  dispose  of  British  nanufac* 
tured  goods,  at  that  time,  at  a  great  profit* 

3855.  Had  you  any  guns  on  board  ;  and  what  was  Jie  num* 
ber  of  your  crew  ?^ — I  liad  four  guns  ;  and  the  crew  nere  forty- 
nine,  including  myself  oiid  officers. 

3856.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  maintaining  discipline  amongst 
those  persons,  or  any  complaints  made  against  them  whilst  you 
were  in  the  river  at  Canton  ? — I  had  no  difficult'  whatever. 
Part  of  the  crew  landed  twice  on  Dean*s  Island,  w^hch  they  are 
allowed  to  do,  according  to  the  Company's  reguliions ;  they 
returned  very  orderly,  and  were  very  obedient* 

3857.  Wliat  was  the  reason  you  had  so  large  a  cew  as  forty- 
nine  persons? — According  to  the  regulations  of  the  charter- 
party. 

3858.  Were  those  regulations  in  consequence  c  the  Bo)Tie 
having  been  used  as  a  convict  ship  ? — To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, forty-seven  men  wx're  the  number  reqired  by  the 
Transport  Board  ;  but  forty -nine  were  required  by  le  Company. 

3859.  Wliat  number  would  you  have  considesd  necessary 

for  the  purposes  of  the  ujanagement  of  your  shi  for  ordinary 
commercial  purposes,  if  you  had  not  been  bound  b  the  charter- 
party? — I  have  since  been  to  India  in  the  sameship  as  a  free 
trader,  and  the  whole  of  the  crew,  I  think,  were  in  lumber  forty- 
five  ;  but  then  there  were  four  servants  to  attend  n  passengers, 
and  an  extra  cook,  and  a  butcher  and  poulterer,  fhich  we 
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number  of  effective  men  to  about  thirty-five;  and  I  found  them        — 
quite  suflkient.  ^  9^ 

5860.  If  jou  had  been  saSlhig  in  the  Bovne  for  purposes 
porelj  of  a  commercial  character  from  England  to  Canton, 
without  jpaaseogeriy  what  crew  would  you  have  felt  sufficient 
fiir  the  doe  security  and  navigation  of  the  vessels  ? — I  should 
aay  forty  would  be  quite  a  sufficient  number  for  that  vessel. 

5861.  fai  loading  your  vessel  at  Canton,  did  you  make  use  of 
Chineae  or  of  your  own  hands  ? — My  own  people  received  and 
stofwed  the  cargo ;  I  had  jiot  a  Chinese  on  boaid. 

8868.  Are  you  aware  what  is  the  usage  with  respect  to  the 
Company's  »hips? — I  believe  it  to  be  usual  with  them  to  em- 
ploy Chmese  for  the  purpose  of  stowmg  their  cargoes ;  but  my 
mieii  wen  so  orderly  that  I  had  no  occasion  to  employ  any. 

8863.  What  did  your  crew  consist  of? — Europeans. 

3864.  Of  what  nations  ? — Probably  I  might  have  had  some  of 
an  nations. 

3865.  Was  the  bulk  of  the  crew  Englishmen  ?— Yes.  There 
mi|^t  have  been  four  or  five  foreigners,  but  they  had  been 
many  years  in  English  vessels. 

3866.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  damage  the  owners  had 
to  pay  to  the  Company  for  tea  spoiled  ? — There  was  some  slight 
danu^e,  to  the  amount  of  about  £200 ;  but  that  was  in  con« 
sequence  of  improper  ballast,  and  I  had  to  come  round  the  Cane 
of  Good  Hope  in  the  dead  of  winter :  I  was  a  month  off*  tne 
Cape  in  hani  gales. 

3867.  Are  you  aware  what  the  proportion  of  damage  in  the 
Company's  large  ships  isP—I  have  not  any  idea;  but  I  have 
heard  that  some  of  them  damage  a  great  deal. 

3868.  Do  you  think  the  class  of  ship  you  commanded  calcu- 
lated to  bring  the  tea  in  as  ffood  order  as  the  large  ships  em- 
pbyed  by  the  Company?— I  do. 

3869.  Do  you  say  that  from  your  own  knowledge,  as  a  sea- 
man ? — I  do. 

3870.  Are  you  aware  what  proportion  of  tea-cargo  vou  carried, 
comparing  the  registered  tonnage  of  your  ship  with  the  regis- 
tered toonage  of  the  Urffe  ships  ? — Yes ;  the  large  ships,  some 
of  them  take  a  few  tons  less  than  their  tonnage,  some  take  a  few 
more.  My  ship  took  a  few  tons  less  than  her  tonnage ;  but  there 
vere  several  other  small  ships  that  were  chartered  in  the  same 
year  that  took  a  considerable  quantity  more  than  their  tonnage. 

3871.  Do  you  mean  to  sa^,  that  a  1,200- ton  ship  of  the 
Company  does  not  carry  more  in  proportion  to  her  tonnage  than 
your  ship  of  600  tons  r— She  does  not.  I  am  satis6cd  that  we 
carry  in  proportion  equal  to  any  1200- ton  ship. 
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i8Mar.  ia30.       3872.  Do  you  think  that  two  600-ton  ships  would  bring 
home  as  much  tea  as  one  of  the  Company's  1200-ton  ships  ? — 

3873.  Would  they  bring  more  f — About  the  same  quantity. 

3874.  Would  they  brin^  it  in  as  good  condition  as  the  larger 
ships  ?— They  would,  leavmg  Canton  at  the  season  at  which 
they  do,  which  is  a  favourable  time  to  come  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

3875.  What  freight  were  you  chartered  for?— £10.  ISs.  for 
the  cargo  home. 

3876.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  rate  of  freight  paid  on  the 
Company's  regular  ships  from  Canton  to  England  for  tea  the 
season  you  were  there?— I  believe  from  £18  to  £24. 

3877.  Do  you  mean  that  the  officers'  tonnage  was  sold  at  that 
rate  ? — Perhaps  more ;  but  the  owners  of  those  ships  at  rhafc;. 
time  were  receiving  the  lowest,  I  believe,  £18,  and  the  highest 
£24. 

3878.  The  question  refers  soldjy  to  the  freight  home  froica 
China  in  the  officers*  privilege  ? — Tne  officers  got  £35  to  £40  ^ 
ton  from  private  individuals. 

3879.  Do  you  know  of  any  getting  that  rate  at  that  seasor^  j 
-»I  heard  of  several ;  and  I  believe  some  got  as  much  mm 
£38. 

3880.  You  have  stated  that  the  freight  of  the  tonnage  paiii 
for  your  ship  from  Canton  to  England  was  £10.  ISs. ;  what  was 
paia  to  the  shipper  by  the  Transport  Board  for  a  vojrage  from 
JLondon  to  New  South  Wales  ? — £5.  95.  6d, 

3881.  And  you  stated  that  you  took  on  from  New  South 
Wales  to  Canton  twenty  tons  of  u'on  and  fifly  tons  of  flints  ?— 
Yes. 

3882.  Was  any  cargo  put  on  board  at  New  South  Wales  and 
carried  on  to  Canton  ? — None. 

3883.  At  what  rate  of  freight  did  you  estimate  those  seventy 
tons  ? — I  never  made  a  calculation,  as  we  were  permitted  by  the 
Transport  Board  to  put  it  in  as  dead  weight,  and  it  was  also 
permitted  by  the  East-India  Company. 

3884.  You  admit  that  that  was  an  advantage  to  the  ship  ? — 
It  was  ;  the  Chinese  will  not  allow  a  ship  to  enter  their  port 
unless  she  brings  something  in  the  shape  of  cargo. 

3885.  When  vou  stated  that  the  freight  paid  by  the  Company 
is  from  £18  to  £24,  are  you  not  aware  that  this  is  for  a  voyage 
out  and  home  circuitous  ? — Quite  aware. 

3886.  From  the  experience  you  have  had  in  stowing  cargoes 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  will  you  state  whether  there  is 
any  particular  art,  or  any  greater  difficulty  in  stowing  a  tea- 
cargo  than  any  other  cargo  from  any  other  port  where  you  have 
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stowy  because  the  chests  are  square.  

8887.  Have  you   ever  been  on  board  the   Company's  ships    jf^  iJ*  Ape. 
irhile  stowing  tea  ? — I  have. 

388S.  Do  you  not  use  the  same  mode  of  setting  up  the  chests^ 
by  screws,  as  they  do  on  board  the  Company's  ships  ? — When 
it  is  necessary. 

3889.  Then  you  do  not  consider  any  pecuh'ar  art  required  in 
the  stowage  of  tea,  more  than  that  of  a  general  cargo  ?— I  do 
not ;  for  my  teas  were  stowed  by  an  officer  who  never  stowed  a 
tea  cargo  before,  and  it  was  approved  of  here  by  the  Company's 
aunreyors  afler  my  arrival  in  England. 

3890.  Would  ^ou  not  consider  that  a  tea-cargo  could  be 
stowed  more  easily  than  a  general  car^  of  different  kinds  of 
goods,  which  re(juired  placing  accordmg  to  the  nature  and 
quality  of  the  article  ? — ^I  believe  it  to  be  much  easier  than  a 
general  cargo. 

3891.  Do  you  know  what  profit  you  made  upon  the  tea? — I 
think  it  paid  about  £35  a  ton  profit. 

3892.  Are  you  aware  of  the  quality  of  the  Company's  tea 
whidi  was  imported  on  board  your  ship? — I  believe  it  to  be 
good ;  but  I  am  not  aware.  There  were  different  sorts  of  tea  ; 
there  were  boheas,  twankays,  hyson,  and  souchong. 

3893.  Are  you  aware  of  the  quality  of  the  tea  laden  on  board 
your  ship,  belongmg  to  the  Company  ? — I  am  not,  as  I  before 
stated. 

3894.  How  then  can  you  assert  that  your  own  is  as  good  as 
that  belonging  to  the  Company  ? — Because  I  do  not  believe 
there  can  be  better  tea  got  in  China  than  what  I  had. 

3895.  You  stated  that  the  Company's  officers  are  employed 
to  lay  the  cargo  on  board  the  ships ;  are  you  sure  of  that  fact  ? 
—I  am  quite  sure  of  it. 

389B.  You  stated  that  you  met  with  great  facilities  in  the 
lading  and  unlading  of  your  ship  in  China  ;  are  you  not  aware 
that  that  was  in  consequence  of  yours  being  a  Company's  ship, 
under  the  orders  of  the  supercargoes?— I  am  ;  but  I  saw  several 
ships  there  that  were  country  ships,  and  ships  that  were  not 
employed  by  the  Company,  that  wer^  despatched,  and  met 
with  the  same  &cility  that  I  did. 

3897.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  no  advantage  attached  to  the 
circumstance  of  your  having  been  in  the  employment  of  the 
Company  at  that  time  ? — I  do  not  think  there  was,  so  far  as 
regards  the  despatching  of  the  ship.  If  there  had  been  an 
agent  there  to  procure  the  cargo  and  have  it  ready,  site  would 
have  been  despatched  as  soon  as  she  was  by  the  East-India 
Company's  supercargoes. 
3898.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Company's  . 
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IS  Mar.  1830.  reguIaliOHB  induced  you  to  navigate  the Boyne  with  one-fourtb  of 
the  crew  more  than  3^0 u  would  have  had  if  you  had  consulted  your 
own  interest  ?— I  should  have  said  Auty  was  quite  enough  for 
that  ship,  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  forty-nine. 

3899.  If  you  had  had  douhle  the  quantity  of  iron,  and  Rouble 
the  quantity  of  flint,  do  you  think  you  could  have  sold  ihem 
readily  at  equal  profit  ?^ — I  could;  they  were  anxious  to  have 
more,  and  would  liave  bought  more  if  I  had  liad  it. 

3900.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  trade  in  flint  and  in  iron  could 
be  materially  extended  ? — There  was  a  demand  at  that  time  for 
those  articles. 

390 L  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  port- charges  at 
Canton  fall  more  severely  upon  a  small  ship  than  upon  a  large 
one? — The  smaller  the  ship  is  the  less  they  are.  The  ship  tliat 
I  know  the  cluu'ges  of  was  651  tons,  and  she  was  considered  a 
lirst-clttss  ship.  I  do  cot  know  what  a  second-class  ship  would 
have  had  to  pay,  but  there  would  have  been  a  considerabli 
diiference. 


590*3.  Do  you  know  how  many  classes  of  ships  the  Chin 
make  in  charging  the  measurement?— I  believe  there  are  th 
classes. 

S90<i.  Can  you  state  tlie  number  of  tons  forming  a  6rst  class 
— I  cannot. 

3904.  Supposing  a  shtp  was  to  leave  England  at  the  pro[>- 
season  of  the  year,  what  time  do  you  think  would  be  requin 
to  make  an  average  voyage  from  England  to  Canton  and  bac&c  ? 
—It  could  be  done  VQty  well  in  nine  months. 

3905.  What  lime  do  the  Company's  ships  require  to  mmkc 
the  same   voyage  ? — They  generally   go   to  India   first     The 
direct  ships,    I  believe,    make  their  voyage   in  about   tweJre 
months  out  and  home;  those  that  go  by  India,  I  think^  aboy; 
fourteen  months. 

3906.  Do  not  the  Company's  ships  lie  very  long  in  the  port 
of  Canton? — Someoftbem^  I  believe,  lie  there  a  considenibic 
time,  perhaps  three  or  four  months* 

3907.  Do  you  consider  that  tliey  lie,  generally  speakine^ 
longer  than  private  ships  would  He,  carrying  on  the  same  tntii  r 
— Private  ships  would  leave  at  all  seasons,  but  the  CotDpau)';* 
ships  are  obliged  to  wait  for  the  change  of  the  monsoon. 

3908.  Can  *you   give    the    Committee  any  account   of  thc^ 
average  duration  of  tfie  voyage  of  a  Company's  ship  and  of  ^ 
private  ship,  taking  that  circumstance  into  consideratioa  ? — ^ 
cannot ;  there  are  few  private  ships  that  go  direct. 

3909*  You  have  stated  that  the  voyage  you  made  was 
circuitous  voyage  ?^ — It  was. 

3910.  Was  it  as  circuitous  a  voyage  as  the  Company's  ship 
make  when  they  go  from  England  to  India,  and  from  theiioe  ( 
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iigh  the  Pacific  »  I  w«i  u  f«r  u   177  dccrcM  of  cut  Ion>         

lade.  ^'i'**- 

S91 1,  \%liat  would  have  been  jour  freight  tUrect  to  Cuiiton 
'  a  Cirgo  mad  bmck,  if  you  hud  been  chartered  out  ?— I  think 
>  ghtpt  whidi  went  that  lame  yenr  out  and  back  fur 

3912i  Mlmt  length  of  time  were  you  In  making  thi«  voyage? 
rai  about  itxteen  nionth«  on  the  voyage. 

8913.  If  you  had  made  a  voyage  direct  to  Cantou  tutKl^t  yoii 
coanpleted  ilia  nine  or  ten  months  P—Ti  could  be  niade  in 
lime* 

1914.  You  fcave  itated  that  the  freight  of  ilie  Cui 

from  £18  to  £24  |h.t  ion  on  the  circuiluus  v< 

QU  know  wliat  was  the  freight  of  the  Coiii[>arjy*M  direct  Jiipn 

Canton? — Tliey  are  built  expreiwly  for  the  Compuny^  ttnd 

up  al  10  much  per  ton.     It  it  optional  with  tJte  Comimny 

to  send  them  a  double  voyogc  or  n  direct  voyage,  tljere- 

Uiey  got  the  same  for  going  a  direct  voyage  aa  ibey  would 

'  going  a  double  voyage. 

sold.  Were  you  on  board  of  your  «hip  when  tbo  tea  came 
in  the  Canton  nver  ? — (  waa. 

M.  What  quaiJiity  did  the  boota  bring  down  at  a  Unte?— 
It  700  or  900  chests  at  one  time, 

17.  Were  you  able  to  lake  them  all  in  one  chy?— I  wm 
I  take  In  three  chops  In  one  day. 

18.  Were  you  ablC|  in  a  t^liip  of  tltai  si^Ct  to  stow  all  tliut 
F^ent  down  to   yon  in   each   day  within  the  twenty*four 

I?** Yea;  I  stowed  three  c hope  one  day,  but  two  on  an 

9919,  That  being  1,400  or  1,500  cliestsP^About  that, 
8920.  Were  you  able  to  stow  them  Gnally  as  you  took  them 
in  ?— We  were* 

8801*  And  TOtt  found    no    inconvenience    in    having  Uiai 
9muHify  broiifflt  alongside  in  one  day  ?^Not  the  dlightest. 

Do  you  consider  that  the  Company's  large  ahips  have 
Atage  over  a  500  or  600-ton  ship,  m  being  able  to  stow 
I  Aater  titan  you  can  ? — They  woula  certainly  be  able  lo 
■Mire  in  a  day  than  we  could  do« 

If  the  quantity  was  limited  to  600  or  800  cheats  per 
J  da  you  tbiak  they  then  would  have  any  advantage  of  er 
L?— »No,  I  dooot* 

Are  you  now  commanding  a  vessel  ? — I  am  In  the 
1  of  tlie  Ludy  Macnaghten, 

For  bow  much  would  you  tender  your  ship  to  go  to 
^*""*  -•---*    ^  your  own  time  of  sailing,  to  bring  home 
J  a 
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a  cargo  of  tea,  and  reckoning  a  ton  of  tea  at  fifly  cubical  feet? 
^Tlie  Lady  Macnaghten  does  not  belong  to  myself;  but  I  am 
buildiDg  a  ship,  which  will  be  ready  next  year,  and  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  get  the  ship  engaged  by  the  East-India  Company 
to  go  to  China  annually^  at  £9  per  ton^  out  and  borne,  c:alculat* 
ing  the  tonnage  at  fifty  cubical  feet, 

3926.  What  sized  ship  will  your  sliip  be  ?— About  600  tons. 

3927.  Do  you  contemplate  making  the  payment  of  the  cum- 
shaw  and  the  measureraent^  and  those  other  duties  which  you 
stated  to  have  been  paid  on  the  Lady  East  ? — Not  in  the  £9. 

3928.  Do  you  contemplate  to  pay  the  pilotage,  and  port- 
charges  of  that  nature  ? — I  do  in  the  £9, 

3929.  Then  you  would  leave  the  cumshaw  and  the  measure- 
ment-duty as  an  additional  charge  to  the  &eighter,  and  not  to 
the  owner  ? — No. 

3930.  By  whom  would  the  commissioQ  be  paid? — By  the 
person  who  pays  the  cumghaw  and  measurement :  that  would 
be  a  charge  on  the  ship. 

393L  What  is  your  idea  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  a^ 
large  smd  a  small  ship  entering  Canton  river,  as  to  tlie  facilities 
of  going  up  and  down?— A  small  ship  is  the  handiest,  certainly, 
and  easier  to  get  up  than  larger  ships. 

3932^  Were  any  of  tlie  Company's  larger  ships  at  Wliampoa 
when  you  were  there  ?— There  were  tw^o  or  three, 

3933,  Did  they  take  in  all  their  cargo  at  Whampoa,  or  did 
they  go  below  the  second  bar  ? — To  complete  their  cargo  they 
were  obHged  to  go  down  below  the  second  bar. 

3934'.  Did  you  complete  your  cargo  at  WHiampoa  ? — We  did, 
3935,  Do  you  not  consider  it  some  advantage  to  be  able  to 
com|>1ete  your  cargo  at  one  place?— I  do,  becau&e  there  is  not 
the  risk  of  the  chops,  which  are  not  very  fine  boats  ;  and  I  con- 
sider that  by  tlieir  going  down  below  the  second  bar  tliere 
is  great  risk. 

3936*  With  whom  would  the  loss  lie  H  a  chop  containing  tea 
for  a  ship  was  lost  on  the  way  to  the  ship  ?— That  is  a  point  on 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  speak* 

3937*  Did  any  instance  of  loss  take  place  while  you  were 
there  ? — Not  any,  to  my  knowledge, 

3938,  What  is  the  distance  from  Canton  to  Whampoa?— 
About  ten  miles. 

3939*  What  is  the  distance  from  Wliampoa  to  the  place 
below  the  second  bar,  where  the  large  ships  take  in  their  cargo  ? 
-^I  do  not  know  exactly  the  number  of  miles,  but  I  think  it  b 
about  seventeen  or  eighteen, 

3940,  You  have  stated  that  you  would  be  glad  to  engage 
your  ship  to  the  Company,  to  go  to  Canton  and  back,  at  U^e 
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rate  of  £9  per  ton  of  ^(iy  cubic  feet ;  what  ib  llie  itz€  of  the  ton  '•  ^*^*  l*^" 

for  which  you  say  the  Company    were  paying  £\H  to  £t4? — 

The  Company  pay  for  a  ton  of  seventy- two  cubical  feet ;  but  I 

thouUl  be  happy  to  enf^age  at  £9  a  ton  of  fifly  cubic  feet*    The 

Cciropany  pay  at  »o  many  cwt.  to  the  ton  ;  from  eight  to  ten  ta 

the  weight ;  and  the  tea,  when  packed  in  chests,  Is  sefeoty-twa 

cubic  feet  to  the  ton. 

3941.  ^liat  would  be  the  tonnage  at  which  you  would 
your  new  ship,  if  the  terms  were  exactly  ttie  same  at 
t-India  Company's  ? — I  could   tit  a  ship  of  600  tons  tba 

at  the  Company's  ships  are  tiUcd,  and  vail  thai  slilp  direct 
lo  Canton  and  back,  for  £13  a  ton  ;  and  fur  £2  a  ton  more  I 
could  pay  the  port-dues* 

3942.  W7mt  were  the  Company  paying? — The  Company 
were  paying  from  £18  lo  £24  per  ton- 

394S,  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  to  have  the  aama  c|uaQ« 

of  stores  aod  crew  on  board  your  own  ship  as  the  Company 

t  by  their  regulations  ? — I  do  not.    I  think  they  are  over- 

that  is,  that  many  of  the  men  may  be  dispensed  wttlu 

If  instead  of  fitting  the  ship  as  the  Company  prescrilw, 

were  only  to  give  the  ship  tliat  description  of  hlting  wliich 

oonsider  necessary   for  her  safe    voyage   from  England  to 

too  and  back,  at  what  rate  per  ton  could  you  do  il  ?— For 

13  a  ton  on  the  register  tonnage. 

SMS,  Supposing  your  ship  to  be  600  torn  register  measure* 
It,  you  would  be  able  to  bring  home  600  tons  of  tea,  each 
beiog  seventy- two  cubical  feet  ? — About  that  quantity* 

Did  you  not  state  that,  in  the  season  in  which  you 
d  your  voyage,  there  were  oUier  ships  freighted  by 
Company  out  and  home,  for  £13  a  ton  ? — There  were. 
3947.  How  do  you  account  for  the  difference  between  the 
'  ;:ht  at  which  you  could  afford  to  send  your  ship  to  Canton 
back,  and  the  freight  which  the  Company  pay  ? — The  only 
rence  is,  that  the  owners  of  the  Company's  ships  derive  a 
greater  profit  from  their  voyages  than  we  should  be  content 
with. 
3M8.  Do  not  the  Company  freight  their  ships  by  tender  Pu- 
lley do. 

How  do  you  account  for  the   circumstance,  that  in 

I  taking  the  lowest  tender  they  still  freight  their  ships  at  a  much 

'  gher  freight  than  you   say  you  could  afford  to  freight  a  ship 

>  Caciton  and  hack,  with  the  same   fitting  up  ? — It  is  only  of 

f  years  iliat  the  Company  hare  chartered  small  ships  ;  they 

always  Imported  their  teas  in  large  ships,  and  those  shins 

\  cootractea  for  before  they  were  built,  and  built  expressly 

[to  perform  six  voyages,  at  a  certain  rale  per  ton. 

3950,  Then  you  mean,  that  it  is  a  more  exi>ensive  process 
tender  in  that  way  for  a  ship  for  six  years,  than 
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lo,  it  would  be  to  engage  a  ship  upon  tender  for  a  speciiic  vojage  ? 
— It  is  mare  expensive  to  the  Company, 

395L  You  have  said  that  you  would  tender  a  ship  to  go  to 
China,  and  hring  home  a  cargo  of  tea,  complying  with  the 
usual  terms  and  conditions  required  by  the  India  Company,  at 
£13  per  ton  ? — Upon  the  registered  tonnage, 

3952.  Upon  those  terms,  do  you  understand  that  you  are  to 
have  all  the  stores,  the  number  of  men,  and  every  other  con- 
dition required  by  the  Company  complied  with  ? — I  do ;  but 
the  Company  paying  the  cumshaw  and  measurement,  which  1 
estimate  at  about  £2  a  ton. 

3953.  Supposing  you  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  proceed  to 
Canton,  freighted  by  a  private  individual,  the  only  condition 
being  to  have  the  ship  sea-worthy,  with  all  necessary  stores, 
but  to  make  the  best  of  your  voyage  there  and  back,  and  car- 
rying no  more  stores,  nor  coming  under  any  other  condition, 
further  than  you  thought  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ship ; 
at  what  rate  per  ton  would  you  diarter  a  vessel  on  the  regis- 
tered tonnage? — At  £1S  a  ton.  If  the  ship  was  chartered  by 
a  private  individual  at  £13  a  ton,  I  could  pay  the  curaahaw 
and  measurement,  which  would  be  about  £11  on  the  registered 
ton* 

3954.  Is  that  the  only  difference  between  freighting  for  the 
Company  and  freighting  for  on  individual*  and  being  at  liberty 
to  make  tlie  voyage  as  you  pleassed  ? — The  Compaiiy's  regula- 
tions are  more  expensive  as  to  fitting,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  quite  exactly  to  what  amount- 

3955.  If  you  could  supply  shipping  to  tJie  Company  at  £13 
a  tonj  how  do  you  account  for  so  much  higher  freight  being 
paid,  competition  being  already  had  recourse  to?  — I  cannot 
account  for  it  in  any  other  way,  tlian  that  the  ships  were  taken 
up  at  that  rate  of  freight  when  materials  for  fitting  ships  were 
more  expensive  than  they  are  now, 

3956,  Then  you  would  attribute  the  shipping  at  the  present 
rate  of  freight  to  the  term  not  having  yet  expired  for  whicli  tliey 
were  originally  engaged  ?-^Yes. 

3957,  If  that  term  had  expired,  do  you  assume  that  the 
Company  could  supply  themselves  with  shipping  much  cheaper 
in  the  time  to  come  ?— Much  cheaper ;  but  the  larger  shipt 
would  still  be  more  expensive  to  the  Company  than  tlie  smaller 
ones. 

3958,  You  were  engaged  in  this  voyn^e  in  the  year  1826-7 ; 
are  you  aware  what  difference  there  was  in  the  outfit  of  a  ship 
and  the  provisions  of  a  ship  between  1826-7  and  1829-30  ?— I 
am  not ;  every  thing  is  certainly  much  cheaper  tlian  it  was  at 
that  time,  but  I  cannot  say  in  what  proportion, 

3959,  You  have  stated  that  the  Company,  while  you  were  in 
Cltioa^  were  paying  al  tlie  rate  ot  from  £18  to  £^  a  ton;  are 
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you  aware  o£  the  xiature  of  the  vofagpii  dlo«e  shipi  are  liable  Id  Alv.  1830* 
to? — I  am  not,  any  further  than  thej  i^focved  to  India;  some         ~~ 
to  Saint  Helena,  some  to  Bombay  and  ChioA»  otheri  to  Bengal    ^  iJ^jCpi. 
and  China,  others  to  Madras  ana  Cliina. 

3960.  Are  jou  aware  that  they  are  liable  to  be  empfoyed  at 
[Ifaecall  of  the  Court  of  Directors  for  any  (jurpose  pohucal  aa 
[iven  as  coDimerciaJ  ? — I  am. 

S96K  Ar^  you  not  aware  that  there  niiist  be  a  great  diffe- 
mce  between  those  shipt  whidi  are  liable  to  be  used  for 
[political  purposes^  a«  tranajiorta  and  nien-of*war,  and  ships  going 
[  direct  to  China  ? — There  most  be  a  great  diftcrence  certainly  ; 
I  but  not  equal  to  the  difference  between  £13  and  £18. 

3962.  Have  you  not  stated*  that  ships  engaged  at  the  rale  of 
I  from  £18  to  £24  were  iliips  upon  old  contract!,  Kvca,  eighty 
[  and  ten  years  old  ?  ~Yes. 

S96S.  Do  you  apprel>end  there  is  any  difference  between  the 
I  prices  of  this  day  and  the  prices  of  ten  years  back? — Tilings 
tertatoly  are  cheaper  now  than  they  were  at  that  time. 

3964.  Do  you  apprehend  that  if  all  the  ships  required  to 
Iking  home  the  annual  supply  of  tea  fot  this  country  were  to  be 
I  advertised  for  in  this  market,  tliat  would  not  have  a  great  cffl-cl 
'  in  raising  the  price  of  freight^  which  you  now  say  you  could 
I  tupply  at  £13  a  ton  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  means  of  employing 
I  a  great  number  of  ships  that  now  cannot  find  employment. 
\  Pieni^o  It  would  affect  the  freight  a  little,  but  not  much  ;  there 
IV  la  wany  ships  that  the  competition  would  be  very  great. 

3906«  Are  you  aware  that  the  owners,  for  the  freight  of  £19 
^  md  iCMt  are  obliged  to  carry  twenty  gunSf  and  mx  thirtyHwo 
1  carrofiades  ? — ^Yca, 


Do  you  consider  that  necessary  in  fitting  out  a  ship  to 
go  to  Canton  for  a  China  cargo  ? — 1  do  not. 

3967.  Then  you  would  save  all  the  expenses  connected  with 
that  supply  ?^I  would*  1  should  consider  six  guns  quite  suffi- 
ciasl  for  a  ship  of  600  tons. 

3968*  How  many  cables  would  you  consider  it  necessary  t& 
take  in  a  ship  going  out  direct  to  Canton  ? — i  should  have  three 
^idilea^  two  bowers  and  a  stream. 

9969.  If  the  Company  require  seven  cables,  would  not  that 
l)e  also  an  additional  expense  to  be  deducted  in  any  tender  you 
would  make  ?--It  would  be  attended  with  additional  expense  of 


3970.  How  long  have  you  commanded  a  ship  ?— I  have  com* 

manded  a  ship  since  lt^23. 
S97i.  Do  you  know  what  the  freight  was  in  1820  ?— I  do  not- 
3972,  In   estimating    the  frtiglit   you   have  spoken  of*  how 

maiy  da^t'  delay  in  tlie  port  would  you  calculate  u|)on  as  occur* 
/^l  should  calculate  on  thirty  dayit. 
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15  Mar.  1 8:10,       3973,    Would  thirty  lay-days  commonly  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  ? — Quite  sufficient, 

3974,  And  do  you  not  conceive  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, demurrage  would  commonly  be  charged  ? — I  think  not* 

3975,  Do  you  kno^  that,  at  the  present  moment^  demurrage 
is  charged  upon  the  Company's  ships  ? — I  am  aware  that  there 
is  a  demurrage  at  times, 

3976,  Do  you  conceive  that  demurrage  would  be  charged, 
provided  the  ship  were  freighted  by  private  individuab,  com- 
monly speaking  ? — A  great  deal  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the 
engagement. 

3977,  Do  you  know  how  many  lay-days  the  Company  caicu- 
late  upon  at  Canton  ? — I  do  not  recollect  the  number  of  lay* 
days.     I  only  know  that  I  had  no  demurrage* 

Mr,  JOHN  SIMPSON  called  in,  and  examined. 

Mr.  j.Simjtmn.      3978*  YotJ  arc  an  insurance  broker  in  London  ?--I  am* 

3979.  Have  you    any   partner  ?^ — ^The    firm   is   Stuart  an(S 
Simpson* 

S980«  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  doing  insurances  to  the  East- 
Indies  and  China  ?~ Occasionally  to  the  East-Indies»  not  odeo 
to  China, 

3981.  Are  you  aware  of  the  rate  of  premium  both  to  tie 
East-Indies  and  China  ? — I  am. 

3982.  Can  you  state  the  rate  of  premium  on  a  first-daK 
British  ship  from  hence  to  Canton  ?—BOs*  out  upon  the  ship. 

39B3,  What  would  be  the  rate  upon  goods,  upon  manufac- 
tures»  for  instance  P— About  the  same.  Something  might  depend 
upon  the  nature  of  the  goods;  if  they  were  hable  to  damagei  it 
would  be  something  more. 

3984.  What  would  it  be  from  Canton  back  to  England.'— 
The  same. 

3985.  What  would  it  be  from  London  to  Canton»  and  \mtk 
to  England  ?— Five  pounds. 

3986.  Would  it  be  the  same  from  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ?  —Yes,  about  the  same,  or  rather  les8» 

3987.  Are  those  the  current  rates  at  which  you  have  known 
insurance  done  ? — There  is  not  a  great  deal  done  to  China  in 
Lloyd's ;  but  those  are  the  rates  upon  what  is  done,  when  it  h 
done  through  insurance  brokers,  and  it  is  the  rate  upon  other 
vessels  that  go  to  Sincapore,  Batavia,  and  the  neighbouring 
ports  there  ;  and  I  am  aware  that  the  underwriters  would  as  lirf 
go  to  Canton  at  once  and  back  again^  as  to  those  ports  I  have 
mentioned. 

3988.  Have  you  ever  effected  any  insurances  on  goods  by  the 
Company's  ships  ?'it  k  some  time  hucc  I  laavfedgiie  aov 
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that  lOft ;  it  is  done  by  re^ndentia  frequently  upon  the  \H  Mur.  I*t:i0. 
^age  out  and  hoine,  which  I  have  done.  

^9969.  Wliich  do  you  consider  has  llic  advantage  in  insurance  '    *v«"» 

lly  ;  on  which  is  the  premium  lowest,  on  a  Company's  ship 
*  a  private  trader  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  differ* 
whatever. 

S9M«  Have  you  ever  done  any  insurances  on  goods  by  Ame- 
ships  to  East-India  or  to  China  ? — 1  never  have. 

3991.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  what  would  be  the 
of  insurance  demanded  at  Lloyd^s  upon  Amenctn  ships? — 

would  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  goods,  and  the  descHp- 
I  giren  of  the  ship.  The  American  ships  arc  not  generally 
prbed  in  our  registers,  but  if  the  deH^fiptioo  were  good,  the 
aaum  would  be  the  same* 

9M2.  Is  there  any  dirference  made  at  Lloyd's  between  the 

of  a  ship  of  a  large  tonnage  of  1200  tons,  and  the 

of  a  ship  of  400  tons  ?  —  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 

;  fome  would   prefer  the   large  one,  and  some  the 

[.     I  have  heard  the  large  ones  objected  to,  on  account  of 

great  number  of  men  on  board,  and  the  accidents  liappcning 

coosequence. 

SMS.  You  conceive  it  would  be  aa  well»  or  perhaps  better 
upoci  a  ship  of  400  or  500  tons  as  upon  a  ship  of  1:^00 
?<— I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  welt. 

39M^  Would  the  underwritcrt  make  any  difference  ? — I  do 
not  think  they  would. 

S99^.  Is  there  any  objection  made  to  the  Company's  shins 
m  account  of  the  particular  regulations  to  which  they  are  sub- 
jected, that  they  are  obliged  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
pttDj,  whatever  may  be  their  voyage,  in  case  of  their  rec|uirii^ 
It?— -iDwances  done  by  them  are  done  subject  to  the  rt^ula- 
tSona  of  tlie  Company,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  the  premium  is 
mnj  lygber  in  consequence. 

99M.  Is  not  the  insurance  upon  a  Company's  ship  out  and 
liome  to  China,  £4<  lOf.  ? — I  never  heard  of  such  a  premium  $ 
I  have  seen  €6, 

3997.  Do  Tou  insure  against  firc-risk  as  well  as  sea-risk  ?^-- 
Certainly ;  wnat  I  have  mentioned  includes  all  risks. 

3998.  How  long  has  your  firm  been  established  in  London  ? 
— I  have  been  thirty  years  in  It ;  twenty-four  a  partner. 

3999.  And  you  have  been  the  greater  part  of  that  time  en- 
gaged to  the  insurance  of  ships  to  India  and  China  ? — Yes. 

S4O0^.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  insuring  ships  from 

!  Liverpool  to  India  ?— Yes. 
3401a.  Has  the  premium  been  the  mime  aa  upon  the  English 
iliipt?'The  premium  to  India  and  back  has  varied  in  compa- 
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i8Mu;M3Q.riMDiotlMgoodDais  of  diavottd.   l^m  das  No.  1. 1  In 
Tl*        done  them  from  Li¥erpool  to  CalcvUm  nd  hmck  at  £4l 
'       ■'^"'      SMSfc  Are  tbare  aot  •  greater  number  of  aUp  of  ch 
No.  L  iniuiied  at  finur  peroeBLtiumatfifo^fromLiTeriiool?' 
TNni.are. 

840&I.  What  are  the  crews  of  those  ships?-^t  depends  i 
tbetoDiMve. 

8404a.  Are  not  the  Gonpaay^s  ships  to  China  held  to  be  m 
of -Ae  host  rifks  that  the  uaderwriiers  have  an  oppoctuBitj  < 
insnf)ag?^Ve%  they  are. 
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THIRD  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appobted  to  inquire  into  the 
Present  State  of  the  Awwaimm  ov  thji  Eamt-Ivdia  Com- 
PANT,  and  into  the  Teadb  between  Great  Briiaint  the 
EaM'Indieif  and  China;  and  to  report  their  Obaenrations 
tbereopon  to  the  Houie ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report 
the  MmuTM  ov  thb  ETinsiK^a  taken  Iwfore  then  from 
time  to  tinae,  to  the  Hooie  ;— 

HA VE  made  a  fnrtbtf  PM)greii  m  the  Mitten  to  ^em 
referred,  and  examined  sererd  othar  Wkneaaes ;  the 
MivuTBS  of  iviioae  Etiininob  they  have  igread  to 
report  to  the  Houae  op  to  the  Ist  day  of  this  inatant 
April,  indosiye. 

\9i  April  \9an. 


3i 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Lunoy  22^  die  MarHi  1830* 
WiLLiAM  Ward,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


THOMAS  THORKELY,  Esq.  called  in,  and  examined. 

B  Mar.  1830.      3405a*  You  are  a  merchant  at  Liverpool  ?— I  am. 

T  ttJiTbA  3406a.  Have  you  made  it  your  business  to  inquire  into  the 
*  i^li  nieans  of  drawing  |^01s  from  China  upon  houses  of  good  credit  in 
"^  England?— I  have  the  author!^  of  a  gentleman  at  greti 
respectability,  a  merchant,  who  has  lived  in  Canton  for  many 
years,  to  say,  that  bills  upon  London  on  confirmed  credits 
may  be  negociated  there  with  great  facility,  and  to  almost  any 
extent. 

S407a.  At  what  rate  of  exchange  ? — Eoual  to  &.  6d.  and 
two-thirds  of  a  penny  the  tale,  and  payable  at  six  months' 
sight. 

3408a.  Who  is  the  merchant  from  whom  you  received  that 
information  ? — The  gentleman  who  gave  me  this  information  is 
an  American;  he  gave  it  to  me  as  a  matter  of  personal  kindness, 
and  I  would  rather  not  mention  his  name. 

3409a.  Is  he  a  person  that  has  resided  long  at  Canton  ?— Hes 
has  resided  at  Canton  twenty-five  years. 

3410a.  Did  he  cany  on  extensive  business  P—Yeiy 
business. 

341  la.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  American  ra 
chanU  to  whom  you  refer,  drew  bills  upon  London  ? — ^I  do  i 
think  it  was  so  stated  to  me. 

3412a.  Have  you  any  communication  in  writing  finom 
gentleman,  stating  this  fact,  and  the  course  of  exctiange?- 
have  such  a  communication. 
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94lSm.  HsfcyoaanTobjectkmto  gmin  thalocHiimimHMi^^ 

o  the  Cooiiiiittee,  with  the  miderstmodiiig  that  the  name  of  the        

niter  ihall  not  he  made  public  ?— I  have  no  objection.  '*-  ^•j'Mr* 

\Tke  wtneu  delivered  in  Ike  mme^  tohickwas  readf  iujbttamif2 


^Tmk  CTiinw hvf  no  eoin  MOipt  can  or  cwl,  which  m •  btMt  eoioy 
pOOO  of  which  oHko  a  tde.    Tbdr  oceonoli  urn  kept  in  tak^  mmD9^ 


10  cadiy  1  cndUiMo ;  10  cndtrocM^  1  niaet;  It  nncf,  I  «al«. 

■ko  a  Spoaith  doUar,  and  the  aichaagt  hatwctn  China  and 
i%  and  will  probably  eoatinua  to  ba»  4#.  pw  dollar. 

••iTlOO  tiariing  would  cooMqucBtljr  ba360talai.  or  500  Spaniih  dollars. 
^  inlo  Sf .  614. 

**  Mj  doMT  fir :  Abova,  yon  havt  a  flMmoraadma  of  tbt  iaMginiry  coin 
iCtfao  Chiacaa ;  they  hata  no  raal  eoin  aicapt  tba  caih  ai  ahotaHnaolionad. 
ran  will  pcneobt  that  iha  laluoof  tbt  lala  b  St.  ^  ai  naar  ai  OMf  bo^  at 
fca  oooal  lata  of  aichanga  hatwctn  China  and  England. 

*'  I  an,  mj  doar  Sir,  your  vary  obtditnt, 

««  To  T.  HMmely,  Em^  « •• 

^  March  16.  1830.*' 

S414a.  Do  you  know  at  what  ooorte  of  exchange  the  tale  is 
Silimated  by  the  Eatt^India  Company  ?— At  Bs.Sd.  I  under  - 


S415a.  Supfwtinff  the  exchange  to  be  really  5«.  6d.  and  two* 
diirdsy  comparing  that  with  the  course  at  whicb  it  is  estimated 
br  the  Company  m  prime  cost  for  theirteas,  what  would  be  the 
oSerence  upon  the  purchases  of  the  last  ten  years  ? — The  dif- 
ftrence  would  be  precisely  one-sixth.  You  must  deduct  from 
die  public  accounts  of  Uie  Company,  to  bring  it  to  the  current 

excnangey  one-sixth  of  the  amount  of  purdiases  of  tea  I  have 

mentioned. 
S416a.  Have  jou  made  any  calculation  of  what  the  amount 

ef  that  deducuon    would    be? — ^That  deduction  would  be 

£S,039^S5L 

8417a.  From  what  document  do  you  take  the  quantity  of  tea 
sold  by  the  Company  for  the  last  ten  years  ?— From  the  Parlia- 
■entary  returns. 

8416^  From  what  document  did  you  take  the  prime  cost  of 
tte  tea?»-From  the  Pluiiamentary  returns,  the  whole  of  it. 

^  Mlftf.  Have  you  prepared  a  statement,  founded  upon  the 
infimnation  procured  from  the  Parliamentary  returns,  and  the 
Mdmated  rate  of  exchange  by  the  Company  ?— I  have ;  and  I 
betieve  it  to  be  as  nearly  correct  as  it  can  be. 

S420o.  Have  the  goodness  to  deliver  in  that  document. 
[The  vpUneu  ddhered  i«  the  iome^  trAicA  tivir  read^  oi  JiUam  .*] 
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[830,  A  Statement,  intended  to  sliow  the  Loss  to  tl»e  Couatry  in 
the  Price   of  Tea  arising  out  of  the  East-India  Company's 

Monopoly. 

llie  quiutiiies  imported  and  sold   for   cansumption*  together  with  tha 
prttne  cost  and  sate  aioount,  are  ex  traced  from  documents  presented  by  th« 
Company  to  Farliument. 
Tea    exported    from    Canton    from     1818-19    to    1827-8, 

28r).0S5,127ll«.  cost, , ,...      £id^23^iOe 

Deduct  ooc-sjxth,  becauw  the  tale  of  Chmaifl  estimated  at 
6i.  Bd.  by  the  Comixmyi  wberefts  it  h  only  5i.  6^... ..  3,03M^1 

Total jfl5,196»;5S 

Avera^  co<t  prke,  I2ft.  *60  per  lb. 
Satc«  of  tea  iii  England  from  IB19-20  to  182@'9,  265,456,040  lt>s.,  amount 
j^5,462»24^*     Averagv  tale  price,  SZiL  -06  per  lb. 

Freight  from  Canton  (o  England,  taken  at  Jill  per  rtgtiter  too*  A  ship 
of  500^  loot  will  carry  55(1  tons  of  tea  of  ilie  Company*!  tonnage  of  10  cwt 
each,  say  616,000  Jbt. ;  500  tcMis  regniter,  at  £11  per  ton  freigtit,  ranko 
jr5»500. 

If  Sin,Om  lbs.  co^t  jf 5,500,  then  1  lb,  coata  2d.  'U. 

If. 

Prime  cost  of  1  Ui.  tea  per  statement,  ,•••••••««. 12*80 

Infurance  from  Canton. ...••**..      3  per  cent. 

Agency  at  Canton.  ««•.« ....••.•.•     3      — 

Charges  of  landing  in  England.  ,«,..*..•«  <      3       — 
Supposed   profit..  ,*..,* »..*....*    10       — 

In  ill 19      ^  2  -4i 

Freight,  per  statement  .•.,.••.,••.« ,«..*      2  *I4 

Cost  price  per  lU*  landed  in  Eaglaiid,  ,.*«,.*    1 7  '57 

The  Company**  actual  airerage  sale  price  of  tea  in  the  last  ten    d, 
years  has  been,  per  lb. ...,.«.   J2  '04£ 

The  price,  witli  ample  allowrancc  of  proEt,  as  shown  above^ 

need  not  have  exceeded ..•.••....4. «    17  '37 

Leaving  a  losa  to  the  country  per  lb.  of. ...... «    14  '6^ 

Which  on  Oie  quantity  of  tea  consumed  in   182S-9,  vh.  on  28,230,36 
lbs,,  at  I  Itl*  'tU,  makes  an  annual  tax  upon  the  counlrj'  of  ;f  1, 7 27, 934* 

ROBERT  RICKARDS,    Esq.  called  in,  aad  eMtmined, 

Ekkards,       342  Irt.  WiLL  you  State  to  the  Committee  how  long  you  hi  J 
^*  resided   in    India,  at  what   ttme,  and   when  you  returned  frif 

tlint  country  ? — I   have  resided  iti   India  about  twenty-threil 

twenty-four  years  :  I  retiiTBed  in  the  year  IBIL     I  was  on  | 

Bombay  establishment. 

3422^.  Have  you,  since  your  return  from  Bo[nbey>  been  j 

ployed  as  an  Indian  agent  in  London? — ^I  liave. 

3423a.  Have  you  had  opportunities,  whilst  in  India  ati 
England,  of  making  yourself  acquainted  with  the  trade  betJ 
England  and  India  and  China  ?^ — Generally  speaking,  I  ha  J 
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wtiB  engaged  in  trade  wtilbt  in  India,  being  tn  Uie  Coiii*  3f  Mm, 
mnyw  civi!  service  i  but  I  had  opportuniliet  of  teeing  a  gfxkl 
ieal  of  what  passed  in  the  trade  between  India  and  China,     ' 
md  I  have  liad  correspoiMience  uritli  China  ainco  I  have  been 
n  this  country. 

M24a.  Have  von  had  any  commerciid  transactionx  with  China 
ioce  you  liave  been  in  Engbuid  ? — The  hou^ie  tlijit  I  belong  to 
airretpcmda  with  a  houae  in  Chino^  and  we  liave  received »  aa 
igeDta,  consignnieDla  from  that  boute^  and  carried  on  a  r^idtt 
correspondence  irith  tliem. 

S425a.  What  is  the  name  of  the  houae  P^—The  name  of  our 
bouse  is  Kickards,  Mackintosh,  and  Company.  T\\e  house  we 
IMffuapond  with  in  China  is  Thomas  Dent  and  Company* 

S#96a.  Have  you  not,  since  1812,  paid  particular  attention 
to  tbe  itnanrial  details  of  the  coauiieroe  with  India*  as  pub- 
liihed  by  Parliament? — ^I  have  always  felt  a  great  interest  in 
respect  to  the  financial  concerns  of  India;  and  when  I  was  in 
Pariiaoient  in  the  year  1S12-13,  I  bad  un  opportunity  then, 
For  the  Brst  time,  of  analysing  the  Cast-lndia  Company's  ac- 
counts which  were  laid  before  Parliament ;  and  from  those  ac* 
irounts  I  derived  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  their  finances,  whicb 
I  could  not  obtain  from  the  limited  view  I  hud  of  their  accoitnta 
lU  tbe  time  I  was  in  India. 

S427a,  Do  you  include  the  trade  with  India  in  that  attention 
which  you  paid  to  their  hnancial  details? — I  do»  with  India  and 
China* 

3428a*  What  opinion  generally  have  yon  formed  of  the  result 
sf  the  tea  trade  carried  on  by  the  Company  with  China? — I 
bnned  a  decided  opinion  in  the  year  l^  L^,  that  the  receiveil 
lotion  at  that  time,  of  the  profits  of  the  Company's  Cliina  trade 
leing  their  only  means  of  paying  their  dtvidend»  and  interest 
Kpon  their  home  bond  debt»  was  altogether  erroneous*  I  was 
icn  firmly  conrinced,  and  I  gave  my  reasons  for  the  conviction, 
Imt  on  a  fidr  mercantile  statement  of  their  commercial  opera- 
iooB^  die  profits,  if  any^  would  be  found  altogether  insufficient 
U>  pay  ihc^  dividends  in  this  country ;  and  from  the  fiapcrs 
Bihich  have  been  printed  and  laid  before  the  public  since  that 
period*  I  am  still  further  confirnoed  tn  that  belief. 

MS9a,  Do  you  include  the  trade  to  China»  as  well  as  the 
to  India,  in  that  opinion? — I  include  in  this  opinion  the 
t9  China  more  p«rticu!arly»  because  it  is  now  pretty 
Uy  asserted  and  believed  to  be  the  only  source  of  com- 

I  pfVOta 

f 'U96it,   Are  the  Com  rait  tee  to  under!!  land  that  in  the  number 

(jfirs  which  have  elapsed  since  18 Ti,  all  the  documents  that 

le  10  your  knowledge  have  confirmed  your  opinion 


insik 
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22  Mar.  ie30>  ^b^t  the  trade  to  China  has  not  been  ihe  means  of  paying  the 
H,  Richxrds    ^^^^^^^^^^t  ®s  IS  generally  supposed? — Certainly. 

JEif.  343 la.  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  Committee  the  grounds 

on  which  yoyr  opinion  was  then  formed,  and  on  which  you  now 
continue  to  hold  it  ?— For  the  opinion  I  then  formed,  1  must 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  publication  of  mine  in  the  year  1813, 
in  which  I  have  stated  that  opinion  at  full  length,  together 
with  the  grounds  of  it.  Having  subsequently  had  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting  the  printed  accounts  which  have  been  laid  before 
Pari  10 men t  for  the  years  1820  and  1S21»  I  framed  from  thai 
collection  a  statement,  which  I  intended  for  the  continuation 
of  a  publication  I  am  now  engaged  in  about  India,  and  which 
statement  I  have  now  before  me.  It  is  at  the  service  of  the 
Committee,  and  will  show  the  grounds  of  my  present  belief. 

3432flr.  Is  that  calculation  taken  from  the  documents  pre- 
sented by  His*  Majesty *s  command,  dated  February  1830? — 
The  whole  of  it*  and  every  thing  I  have  asserttid  with  regard 
to  India*  is  taken  from  official  documents ;  1  look  upon  no  other 
source  of  information  to  be  worth  a  farthing.  The  statement  I 
hold  in  my  hand  is  taken  from  the  official  documents  laid  before 
Parliament  on  the  4th  of  June  1829,  and  the  14lh  of  May  1824, 
as  well  as  from  the  collection  of  documents  presented  by  llh 
Maj e sty *s  command  in  February  1830, 

3433a.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  result  arising 
from  that  statement,  and  the  items  which  enable  you  to  come  lo 
that  result? — This  statement  is  for  the  year  1820-21.  I  have 
taken  that  year,  because  it  is  the  latest  for  which  all  the  charges 
on  tlie  China  trade  are  printed  or  published ;  at  least,  I  have 
seen  no  other  document  containing  all  these  charges  subsequent 
to  that  year*  I  believe,  however,  from  an  examination  of  the 
official  tables  here  referred  to,  that  the  result  would  be  pretty 
nearly  the  same  for  either  of  the  proceeding  or  succeeding 
years;  but  I  have  been  obliged  to  confine  myself  to  1820-21, 
because  I  could  find  no  other  official  document  except  that 
delivered  in  on  the  I4tli  of  May  1824 ;  that  contains  a  com 
plete  view  of  all  the  Company's  charges  on  the  China  trade. 

.3434ff*  Where  does  that  document  appear  which  was  pul 
lished  in  1824?^ — It  is  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  ts  t 
official  document.     It  is  styled,  "  Accounts  relating  to  the  Te; 
Trade,  &c.  of  the  East-India  Company »"  dated  the  14th  of  Ma; 
1824;  and  bears  the  signature  of  T.  G.  Lloyd,  the  Accountani 
General  at  the  India-House* 

3435^.  W^ill  3^ou  state  what  appears  to  be  the  result  in 
year  1820-1  ?^ — l^IVdness  delivers  in  theJbUomng  siatementf  whim 
is  accordingly  read  to  the  Conuniitce.'] 


lat    I 
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STATKMnrr,  to  tbow  the  appwcfit  Deflcieney  of  Meuit  to  pay  Interest  on  22  Mar.  1 830. 

Bond  Debt  and  Diridends  out  of  the  ProAUoTthe  Cbiiia  Trade;  pre-         

pvedihmi  OtBdal  Docimients  for  the  yemr  1880-21.  R^RkktmU^ 


Vnmt  eost  of  tets,  ai  per 

No.  32  of  "  Papers  relm. 

thre  to  the  Trade  with 

Indrn  and  Chioa,"  4th 

JniMl829 1,874,840 

Freight   and   Demtirrage, 

as  per  No.  31  of  ditto 

ditto 796,540 

Charges  in  China  and  Eng- 

lai^  as  per  No.  6  of 

**  Aocoonts  relating  to  the 

Tea  Trade,  &c.  of  the 

East- India    Company,'* 

l4thMa/lft24 618,849* 

Interest   on   home  bond- 
debt,  as  per  No.  21  of 

**  Papers  refaiting  to  the 

Finances  of  India,  and 

Trade  of  India  and  Chi- 

na,Teb.  1830 162,938 

Diridends  on  stock,  as  per 

ditto  of  ditto....  ditto..    632,251 


je4,085,418 


Sale  amount  in  1821^  as 
per  No.  33  of  «  Pkpen, 
tec**  4th  Jane  1829 ... .  3,566,642 

Balance  or  deficiency,  after 
paring  interest  on  bond- 
debts  and  diridends,  both 
which  are,  by  the  Act 
53  Geo.  III.,  sect  57, 
chargeable  on  "  Commer- 
cial Profits" 518,776 


i;4,0«5.418 


•  The  charges  indoded  in  this  ram  are  stated  in  the  official 
account  referred  to  under  the  following  heads,  viz. 

Salaries,  emoluments,  &c.  in  1820-1 if95,653 

Expenses  in  China 54,735 

Ditto  in  England 173,520 

Interest 236.'.>87 

Insurance • 58,654 

jf  61 8,849 


AL^.— The  deficiency  abore  stated  is  exclusire  of  avowed  loss  on  tlic 
ootwaid  trade  to  Canton,  which  the  Court  of  Directori  and  their  advocates 
hare  alleged  to  hare  been  carried  on  to  their  own  detriment  for  the  benefit 
of  British  manu&cturen.  This  loss  is  stated,  in  the  Lords*  Report  on 
'Tnide,  1820-1,  page  118,  at  jtf  1,668, 103  for  twenty-siz  years,  areraging, 
therefixe,  ^£64,157  per  annum. 

It  is  also  ezdusire  of  the  loss  by  fire  in  Canton,  in  November  1822, 
which  is  ofik^ially  stated  to  be  if380,133 ;  and  in  which  it  is  probable  that 
goods  undisposed  of,  from  the  season  1820.21,  may  hare  been  sacrificed. 

There  are  other  items  in  the  accounts  referred  to  which  would  be 
brought  into  a  general  statement  of  the  whole  period  of  the  existing  char- 
ter, and  which  render  it  probable  that  the  annual  loss  or  deficiency  for  the 
whole  period  would  not  be  less  than  that  abore  stated. 

3436a.  Will  you  explain  for  what  part  of  the  Company's 
debt  this  interest  entered  by  you  is  charged  ? — It  is  the  whole 
interest  upon  the  bond  debt  in  England  in  the  year  1820-21. 

3437a.  No  part  of  tlic  bond-debt  in  India  P^-No. 


22  Mar.  1830. 


S438fl.  Wliy  do  you  include  Uie  charge  for  interest  ol"  U»c 
bond  debt  in  that  account  of  lea  ? — By  tlie  Act  of  the  53d  of 
the  King,  it  is,  as  well  as  the  dividends^  expressly  chargeable 
€n  the  coinmercial  profits  of  the  East-India  Company ;  and  a& 
the  China  trade  is  avowedly  the  only  soyrce  of  profit  to  them,  as 
their  other  branches  of  trade,  mcluding  the  export  trade  to  India 
and  China,  are  avowedly  attended  with  lose,  I  have  put  botli 
into  this  statement,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  Being  chargeable  on  commercial  profit,  I  know 
not  where  else  to  find  it-  Neither  the  dividena«  nor  the  in- 
terest, it  is  obviooB,  can  be  paid  out  of  losses. 

3439fl.  In  the  charge  for  freight  and  demurrage  in  that  ac- 
count, do  you  include  the  charge  for  the  freight  and  demurrage 
of  that  portion  of  the  Company's  shipping  that  went  to  India 
direct  ? — From  the  official  accounts  that  are  published,  I  cannot 
tell  what  is  chargeable  to  the  Indian  freight  and  what  to  the 
China  freight,  because  tliey  are  not  so  distinguished,  I  hare 
taken  this  sum  from  an  official  document,  entitled,  "  A  state- 
ment of  the  amounts  paid  in  England  for  freight  and  demurrage, 
including  cost  and  outfit  of  the  Company's  own  ships,  firom 
1st  May  1814  to  the  30th  of  April  1829/'  I  found  this  account 
amongst  a  collection  of  others,  such  as  30,  32,  and  33,  exclu- 
sively relating  to  the  China  trade.  I  thought,  therefore,  the 
safest  way  was  to  take  the  sum  as  I  found  it  in  the  official 
account.  If  this  sum  does  include  the  Indian  fi-cight,  I  have  no 
means  of  separating  the  one  from  the  other  with  accuracy*  I 
know  that  the  tonnage  of  the  year  1820  21  was  only  about 
6,000  tons  to  India;  and  that  tonnage,  taken  at  the  rate  of  £10, 
or  £11,  or  £12  a  ton,  which  is  the  rate  the  Company  paid  in  that 
year,  would  only  diminish  the  sum,  even  if  it  should  include  In- 
dian freight,  about  £60,000  or  £70,000 ;  but  having  no  meam 
of  stating  that  on  official  authority,  I  thought  the  best  way  wss 
to  give  in  this  sum  and  to  explain  it.  Tlie  result,  in  either  case, 
will  still  leave  a  large  deficiency. 

3440a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  if,  in  that 
sum,  the  freight  properly  chargeable  for  ships  to  India  Proper 
ii  included,  tliat  will  require  a  deduction  to  the  amount  of  tnat 
tonnage  from  the  amount  you  debit  the  tea  trade  with? — ^It 
may  be  so;  but  I  only  state  that  upon  estimate.  I  have  no 
official  document  to  proceed  upon  with  reference  to  this  fact, 

3441a*  Will  you  state  what  amounts  appear  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Company  as  the  produce  of  their  tea  sales  for  that 
year  ? — The  sale  amount  in  1821-2,  as  per  No.  32  of  the  papen 
which  I  have  before  referred  to,  is  £3,506,642,  The  balance 
or  deficiency  then  on  this  account,  af^er  paying  interest  on  bond 
debts  and  dividends,  both  of  which  are  by  the  Act  53  Geo.  UL 
a»  37^  chargeable  on  commercial  profits,  amounts  to  £518,77^ 
as  particularized  in  tlie  statement. 

3442a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  re&ult  of 


tli»t  flcoount  thowA  a  cleadeRcy  to  the  amount  of  £S  18,776  on  ^  ^^**^  l*^» 
the  proceeds  of  the  tniiie,  to  pay  the  chargei  on  trade,  tlic  in-         ai^dM 
terest  of  tbeir  bond  debt,  and  diridends  in  this  country  ?-^er-      *  £.  ^      ' 
tainly  in  that  year,  so  far  as  official  documents  go. 

3443^.  Are  tJiOie  aeveral  items  entered  as  you  woukl  enter  any 
other  commercial  accoimts  ?— *This  account  was  drawn  out,  ai 
I  stated  at  the  commencement,  to  support  the  opinion  Hhidi  I 
have  long  entertained^  that  lliere  was  not  a  sufliciency  of  profit 
on  the  Company  s  commercial  concerns  to  pay  those  two  items, 
the  interest  on  bond  debt  and  dividends  on  stock.  The  accx>uat 
may  be  drawn  out  in  a  difierent  form,  and  I  was  preparing  a 
dt^rent  view  of  the  account,  when  1  was  callt^d  into  this  Com- 
mittee. According  to  that  view  of  the  account*  if  it  be  balanced 
&heT  the  items  of  freight  and  demurrage,  it  will  leave  a  profit 
on  the  China  trade  of  £276,413,  to  meet  tlie  interest  on  bond 
debts  and  the  dividends  on  stock  £7954^9,  whilst  tlie  actual 
deficiency  is«  as  betoret  £518,776.  The  result  is  in  either  i 
the  ! 


3444a.  Then  that  account  which  you  have  now  given  in  is 
only  a  division  of  the  former  account,  leaving  the  interest  on  the 
bond  debts  and  the  dividends  on  stock  separately? — Yet;  and 
showing,  according  to  either  stalement,  what  I  have  always  con- 
lemied  for,  Uiat  iljc  profits  arc  inadequate  to  tlte  payment  of 

fpme  two  items. 
d445d.  In  coroijaring  the  prime  cost  in  the  year  1821  wflh 
Ihe  ialeaaiouiit  in  1821*2,  do  not  you  observe  that  the  prime 
coat  la  estimated  u|>on  a  f{uaiitity  of  28»54d,000  lbs*  of  tea,  and 
that  in  the  sale  amount  there  arc  only  25,493,000  lbs.,  leaving  a 
Terence  of  about  3,00U,0<K>  lbs.  of  teaP^I  do;  and   I  ad- 
to  that  at  the  time«     With  a  view  af  ascertaining  what 
Lbe  the  cause  of  that  dilference,  I  cast  up  the  columns  of 
and  33,  and  I  find  that   tlie  sum  total  of  difierencc 
to  nothing  more  tlian  what  a  private  merchant  would 
consider  as  a  fair  allowance  for  wastage  and  Joss  of  weight  upon 
consignments  of  this  description,  viz.  five  per  cent.     It  is  pro- 
Hbble,  therefore,  the  difference  may  be  occasioned  by  wastage^ 
^r  the  sums-total  of  these  columns  will,  with  this  atlowanee,  be 
ibund  nearly  to  correspond ;  or  it  may  be  one  year's  coosump- 
MBn  of  tea,  wliich  the  Court  of  Directors  are  always  required  to 
Bpwe  on  hand  b^  Act  of  Parliament,  the  total  dinerencc  of  the 
two  columns  being  only  29,329,859  lbs. 

34460*  In  stating  the  profit  oi  any  one  particular  year,  ought 

to  take  that  deduction   into  account  ?  — Certainly  not; 

iJie  differences  I  have  adverted  to  will  go  on  from  year 

» year  ihrooghout  the  whole  period  of  the  two  statements  ;  and 

\  iar  as  these  quantities  (exclusive  of  wastage)  may  be  found 

I  cooaist  of  stock  on  hand»  they  are  carried  to  a  se[>arate  ac- 

I  3l47a«  Do  you  cooyder  tlie  allowance  you  have  made  more 
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tlian  the  average  wastage  which  would  be  allowed  by  merchants 
trading  In  the  article  ? — I  consider  it  a  fair  allowance* 

3448^/*  Do  you  think  that  3,000,000  ig  a  fair  proportion  of 
wastage  ? — No;  I  have  taken  five  per  cent,  as  the  proportion  of 
wastage  for  the  tJiok  period.  Either  that,  or  the  amount  of  one 
year's  consumption,  which  the  Company  are  obliged  to  have 
always  in  hancl  in  their  warehouses,  wtll  make  the  two  columns 
nearly  to  correspond. 

344 9n.  In  stating  the  profit  and  loss  of  particular  years,  ought 
not  you  to  take  that  into  the  account  ? — I  should  close  my  ac- 
count as  a  merchant  with  the  monies  received  and  expended, 
that  is,  with  the  transactions  of  the  year ;  I  believe  every  mer- 
chant would  do  the  same*  I  would  beg  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  do  not  give  in  this  statement  as  a  perfectly  accurate  one,  be- 
cause the  official  documents  do  not  admit  of  it;  I  only  give  it  m  as 
a  confirmation  of  that  opinion  which  I  have  uniformly  held*  that 
there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  commercial  profit  in  the  Company*8 
concerns  to  pay  those  two  heads  of  charge,  and  I  think  that  thii 
statement,  whatever  adjustments  may  be  required  with  regani 
to  certain  items  in  it,  clearly  proves  the  fact. 

3450a*  As  you  have  added  up  the  columns  for  a  number  of 
yeans,  have  you  also  taken  an  average  of  the  amount  of  profit 
or  loss  in  those  years  ? — No,  there  are  no  means  of  doing  it 
from  official  documents ;  and,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  would  not 
trust  to  any  thing  but  official  documents* 

3451^*  Then  that  account  is  made  up  by  you  in  the  bcAt 
manner  you  can,  from  such  public  documents  as  are  before  the 
House  of  Commons  ?^ — It  is* 

3452a,  Have  you  made  any  inquiry  as  to  the  prices  of  tea  at 
Canton,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  tea  has  been  sold  here  ?— 
I  have*  I  am  in  the  habit  of  receiving  information  on  that 
head  in  our  correspondence  with  China,  and  from  the  regular 
price-currents  which  are  transmitted  to  us, 

3453a,  Have  you  prepared  any  estimate  or  comparative  table 
of  those  prices  for  any  one  or  two  years  ? — I  liave  prepared  a 
statement,  for  the  same  purpose  for  which»  as  before^ mentioned, 
I  had  prepared  the  other  statement^  namely,  for  publi cation >  to 
show  wliat  the  same  quantity  of  teas  purchased  In  China  at  iJi* 
Chinese  prices  would  amount  to,  and  the  prices  for  which  ihey 
can  be  imported  into  this  country  by  an  individual  merchants 
%vho  woulcl  charge  himself  with  all  the  ordinary  charges  upon 
consignments  of  this  description  ;  and  this  is  compared  with  the 
prices  which  have  been  charged  on  the  Company's  teas  for  the 
same  period* 

S454flr.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  read  that  statement^  aod 
show  what  result  you  come  to  by  that  mode  of  calculation  ?— 

{Tim  mtuess  ckiivered  in  the  Jbliawing  Staiement^  xvhich  wasret*^ 
jmia  asfoUomf) 


5LECT  COMMITTER  of  tiibUOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

StaTkuott  oC  the  probabk  Cc»t  at  Canton  of  the  different  qti«liti«  of  Tcm 
neoeauy  to  be  imported  for  the  supply  of  tlic  United  Kingdom  fur  one 
MAT,  In  the  proportion!  both  w  to  f^miHtifs  nnd  f|u«ntitie»,  of  the  Tcaa 
nnpartad  in  the  jeu-  lH2t$«U,  «»  ptrtiCttlBriied  tn  cbepnntcd  oAdaJ  pttpcni 
fif  tfiil  by  Hu  Majesty's  commBiid«  PebrnttiT  IBaO ;  thowiiif  alio  the 
wnm^f  price  at  which  they  could  be  dtspofed  or  in  bood,  io  w  to  rano- 
oeimte  with  a  fuir  mereaiitne  profit  tbe  merchant  and  ablp-owner,  g4viiif  to 
the  latter  £10  p^^r  ton  freight,  and  to  tbe  former  l4^  per  renu  proAt,  after 
paying  freight,  insurance,  oommUaton,  hrokerage,  aiid  cbaifta  of  ware- 
hoiulng,  with  aliowance  for  lou  of  weight,  &c. 
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Freight,  30.000  toni,  at  i:iO  per  ton 
Insurance*  3  percenL  .. 
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923,215 
13«025 
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Coat,  vilb  frc^i^  tiutiTwice,  and  eom-  j 


i«3a6^951 

300,000 

41,608 

34,673 


av»  11  per  lb. 


1.763,232       or  1/2  ptr  lb* 




Tii  tbe  above  calculations  tbe  I 
tsrbange  at  C-unton  was  even  loww  i 


r  if  Hken  tt  U,    Tbe  rate  of 
nv  bills  were  drawn  at 


k  KM.  and  3c.  llii.  per  Saaniah  doNtf  si  ilx  months^  iipbL  Tbe  pricvM 
ire  a  ha  mvtnge ;  and  it  aDoald  be  obaerved^  that  the  pnoe-currenti  ^rom 
[aotoiiv  dated  in  Fabmary  and  Jima  io  the  last  year,  quote  several  of  tbe 
liferent  aorta  of  tea  at  from  15  to  i^  |ier  cert*  lower  than  tbe  prices  on 
rfaicb  these  calculatjoos  are  founded* 

Tbe  statements  here  submitted  fun  'iirtuuity  of  eompanng  the 

irieea  obtained  for  teas  by  the  Eul-  Mpaiiy  during  the  present 

barter  with  those  at  which  they  may  bt  iin[HjrLLil  by  private  mercbauts. 

It  aivpeaci  by  the  Parliamentary'  dtxrurnents,  that  the  aven^te  price  of  tJio 
lie  or  IM  at  tbe  East- India  House  iii  1^^  9  was  2*,  3d,  91  per  lb.  in  bond. 
[bean  rrtnilalions  show  that  the  same  tea  may  be  imported  into  this  eomw 
py  at  a  coat  of  If.  2d,  per  lb.,  and  sold  at  U  6d*  per  lb.  in  bond,  yielding  al 
be  latter  price  to  tbe  m^ reliant  and  ahip-ownar  an  ample  profit,  and  giri^f 
H  avenfe  pnce  of  tea,  duty  paid,  of  Gls,  per  lb.  instead  of  U.  iid,,  the  price 
iliieh  th«  Company's  svcnige  of  last  year  gives. 

tt  HMil  also  be  remarked,  thai  the  avenge  of  2s.  3tL  *97*  per  Ih.  is  Uken 
Br  the  hwt  year  as  the  lowest  of  fiHeen  years,  while  tbe  ai'erage  of  tbe 
wneat  charter  is  S^*  Old.  -92*  par  pound ;  and  at  these  rates  the  sale  value 
f  the  Cocitpany*s  tea  itaods  as  followw  t 

Fta. — Sold  by  the  Ehst.  India  Company.  18^  Oi 

30,96Sw5iO  lbs.  of  tea,  at  2«,  3d*  -97  per  lb.  in  bond,  U. . . .   £3^527,659 

Du^y,  at  100  per  cent-  on ;£J,i;i4,07f* 

Ditto         96  do 28U839 

3,5|5,S»13 


Total  lalue  of  teap^uiy  paid  in  one  year j^7,04.%572 


^  Tteae  wtm  are  taken  from  No*  42,  p.  121.  of  tlie  Papers  ralati^g  to  tba 
ttide  of  India  and  Chirui,  February  1830, 
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Evj, 


Total  value  of  tea-duty  jwiid  in  one  year ...,,,•   £ 7,043,57i 

— —  Assumed  price  taken  in  this  statement: 

R,  Eukards,  30,'26y,508  lbs.  of  tea,  average  price  of 

1 «,  m.  p€r  11).  in  bond,  is ^2,270^213 

Duty, at  \m  per  cent. ^£136,407 

Ditto-     m    do..  ,........•       2,Oie,453 

2,184,860 

Total  value,  duty  paid>  by  this  statement   ., 4,455,073 

Additionid  amount  paid  hy  the  coimtry  for  tea  In  one 
yeftT*  in  conserjuence  of  the  East- India  Company's 
monopoly.  .....*.,. , £%J&%%^i)^ 

Secondly. —  But  if  the  average  price  of  the  present  charter  be  uken  it 
2««  ^d,  *LI2  per  lb.,  it  will  appear  tlmt  tlic  same  quantity  of  teii  ba:^  under  the 
Company'B  sygtem»  cost  the  country  annually  more  by  .£4,091,107  {m  per 
8tatumefit  t>elowJ  tUan  would  hiive  bccti  expended  on  tliis  commodity  if 
allowed  to  be  imported  hy  individuals : 

30,269,508  lbs.  of  tea,  at  2s.  ihL  '92  per  Ih.  in  bond,  being 

the  avcraKc  price  during  the  present  charter JE4,278,090 

Duty,  at  100  per  cent,  on    • .£4,028,090 

Ditto-    96  per  cent- on    ,         240,000 

4,2C8,090 


Total  value  of  tea-duty  pdd  in  one  year 8,546, 1 80 

Assumed  price  taken  in  this  statement: 
30,26*1^508  lbs.  of  tea,  average  price  of  is.Bd, 

per  lb,  is £2,270^13 

Duty,  at  1 0  0  per  cent  on £1 MJQ? 

Ditto-     96       do 2,0J>*,453 

^    2,184,860 

Total  value  duty  paid  by  this  Etatement . . 4,455,098 


Total  diflTerence  In  one  year. 


^4,091,107* 


The  follovnng  eidiibits  the  pmhable  profit  of  the  merchant  on  the  assutoed 
average  price  of  Is.  Gd,  per  lb,  in  bond  : 

Shipped  in  China - lbs.  30,269,508 

Lo&s  of  weight  and  allowRnee,  5  per  cent^      1 ,5 13,4  75 

28,756,033 at  It*  6d^£2,l$6,7^ 

Charges  of  warehousing,  &c.,  3  per  cent. £64,701 

Brokerage,  i  per  cent. •««••«..       11,009 

75,710 

Net  proceeds ....      2;08O,y99 
Cost,  as  per  other  side,  liKluding  freight^  iniurance  ajid 
comtuiaBion .*> - 1,763,23:2 


Learmg-  net  profit  (or  16  percent.). . « .         ;^  17.767 

S455a.  From  what  document  or  authority  have  you  taken  tk 
prices  which  you  have  set  down  in  that  statement  as  the  prime 
cost  of  the  teas  at  Canton  ?—  From  prices -current  in  China,  and 
from  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  agents  and  merclisiitA 
there. 


r  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  irOUSE  OFCOMIVIONS.  4Sl 

:*  Are  they   the  prices  of  the  first,  middle,  or  lower  3tt  M«r.  Iiao. 
of  teas  of  ^ch  kind  ?— They  are  the  prices  of  all  the         " — 

kinds  of  tea  sold  at  the  Company's  saled  in  1828-9 ;  ^'  ^^^ 
E^rent  kindfi  of  tea.  ^' 

\*  Hoirdo  you  know  that  those  prices  are  the  prices  of 
he  same  q^^hty  with  tho»e  purcha^'d  by  the  Company's 
in  China? — ^They  are  tlie  prlcesi  and  the  only  priceSf 

0  the  price-currents, 

t.  Arc  you  in  the  habit  of  receiving  regular  pnce-cur- 
)m  Clinton? — Yef,  regularly.  I  could  alfto  state,  as  a 
confirmation  of  the  fact,  that  Fome  of  the  privote  tea 
'  the  last  year  passed  through  my  own  hands,  and  1  know 
raa  to  the  full  as  good  as  the  Company's. 
I.  From  what  documents  have  you  taken  your  estimate 
average  sale  of  the  Company  s  teas?— irom  No,  42, 
of  the  **  Papers  relating  to  the  trade  of  India  and  China," 
y  1830. 

I.  Are  the  Commiltee  to  understand,  as  the  result  of  the 
Dt  which  has  now  been  read,  that  if  the  tea  imported  by 
t-India  Company  in  the  lant  year  had  been  inTportcd  by 
merchants,  allowing  a  freight  of  £10  per  ton  and  18  j>er 
ofit,  the  country  would  have  been  supplied  with  the  !>amc 
1^  of  tea>  and  of  the  same  quality,  at  a  less  sum  by 
^499  than  what  they  have  paid  to  the  Company?^!  have 
least  doubt  ofit* 
a»  Do  you  consider  that  that  would  have  been  without 

1  to  the  revenue,  or  paying  the  same  aitiount  of  revenue 
jovemment  ? — Certainly  not 

a.  Is  your  statement  of  the  average  price  on  which  you 
moded  the  calculation  of  tea,  with  regard  to  the  duty, 
rom  the  documents  which  you  have  mentioned  Y — It  is 
i  upon  the  average  price  of  tea  for  fifteen  years,  as  stated 
>efore*mentioned  document.  No.  42. 

a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  if  that  trade* 
baa  been  carried  on  by  the  Company  lor  til'fecen  years,  and 
ng  the  average  price  given  by  tliem,  litid  been  carried  on 
mte  individuals,  that  the  public  would  have  paid  less 
each  of  those  years  to  the  nniount  o(  £4,000,000,  which 
ive  stated? — Provided  30,OI>0,000  pounds  of  tea  were 
eftch  year. 

\a*  Has  not  half  of  that  sum  which  you  state  to  have  been 
f  the  public  more  than  under  your  calculation  would  have 
aid  if  the  trade  had  been  carried  on  by  private  individuals 
ed  of  duty  to  the  Government  ? — Certainly  ;  one-half  of 
tearly  so. 

^,  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  have 
11  that  account  all  the  usual  commercial  charges  tor  Ireight, 
brokerage,  wastage,  and  thai  atkr  tliose  allow- 


i 
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22  Mar.  1830.  anccs  the  merchant  would  have  received  his  18  per  cent,  profit 
— -*          clear  ? — I  have. 

E»q,             346 6fl.  In  that  calculation  which  ^ou  have  made,  you  have 

est  i  ma  ted  the  greatly  reduced  sal  c*p  rice  of  the  tea*  occasioning 

1                              therehy  a  great  loss  m  the  aniotint   of  revenue,  the  duty  on  tea 

J htmg  nn  ad  vnhretn  d^niy  \  have  you  considered   how  that  loss 

^^^^K               of  revenue  mhich  would,   on  that  calculation,  take   place  if  the 
^^^^B               trade  was  opened^  could  be  supplied  to  the  Government  ? — That 
^^^^1               circumstance  struck  me  immediately  upon  preparing  the  former 
^^^^B               statement;  and  as  I   thought  it  would   be  desirable  that  the 
^^^^R               revenue  should,  at  all  events,  he  provided  for,  I  prepared  another 
^^^^V               statement,  to  show  how   I  think,  at  least,  that  object  might  be 
^                      effected.    I  have  that  statement  here,  which  I  had  intended  also 
^V                      for  publication^  and  which  I  will  deliver  in 

\_The  mtneas  delivered  in  the  same,  mltich  was  read  asfolhtvs:] 

A  Statement,  exlii biting^  the  amount  of  Duty  whicb  woyW  be  leviinl  on  the 
,                                  Tess  as  eold  by  the  East-  India  Compatiy,  182B^1^,  if  the  ffcale  of  Americin 
duties,  given  in  puge  49  of  the  Papers  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House 
of  Cotnoiorts  4th  June  ibHK  were  adapted;  shovnng  also  what  would  be 
the  amount,  if  the  iiuportntion  reaebed  to  one-third  more  dian  the  present 
supply. 

iRipnrtPd 

Ainerlcan 

^terilni 
AnMMni. 

tniiun  of  Odc- 
tliird   Rdditional. 

AmcHcan 

SfoilBg 

Bohea  ..«. 
Congou    .  • 
Ciim|M)i    . 
Souchong 
Fekoe./.. 
Tw'ankay.  - 
Hyiion  Skin 
Hyson  . . , . 
Gunpowder 

lbs. 

3,778,012 

20,142,M73 

284,197 

60I,7:J9 

131,281 

4,101,845 

213,y93 

j    t, 01 4,1^2.1 

645 

*.    d. 

0     6 
0  12^ 

0     0 
0     0 

0  0 

1  2 

0  0 

1  8 

2  I 

94,450 

1,049,107 

14,801 

31,340 

f»,837 

23y,274 

12*482 

84,576 

67 

lbs. 
5,037,000 

>   28,213,000 

1     5,754,000 

1.353,000 

862 

s.    d.     1 
0     6 

0  12^   1 

1  2 

1  6 

2  1 

£. 

125,925 

1,469,427 

335,65(1 
112,750 

30,269,508 

„    £\  1,532,934 

40,357,963 

*.    £ 

2,^43342 

By  these  cidculations  It  would  appear  that  the  present  inTportation  of 
tea  of  30,000,000  pound:^  and  upwards  would  only  produce  a  duty*  at  the 
American  rate,  of  £1  ,ri3i,y34,  while  the  existing  ad  vahrem  duty  may  be 
calculated  to  produce  £3,51,^,000.     If  it  is  estimated  that  an  increase  of 
importation  to  the  amount  of  one-third,  in  nddittou  to  the  present  quantity 
(40,:ifj 7,000  pouudft),  be  taken  at  the  American  duty,  it  amounts  to  only 
£2^0i:i,ODOj  a  sum  still  vitry  short  of  the  duly  now  produced.      It  may 
however  he  presumed  that  the  consumption  would  he  increased  one-third; 
and  it  may  be  desimhle  thstt  rieariy  tbt;  same  amount  of  revenue  may  be 
secured  as  is  now  produced.     In  order  to  effect  tJiis,  it  will  be  more  am- 
ple to  fix  a  rated  duty  than  to  fix  an  ml  valorem  one.     Indeed  difficulties 
will  occur  at  the  out-ports  in  levying  the  ktter,  while  by  tlie  adoption  of 
a  rated  duty  there  could  be  no  difHculty  in  the  matter    The  rates  at  whicb 
these  duties  msy  he  §K€d  are  as  follows : 

g,  atid  all  <ytlier  BlacJc  TEft»  } 
except  Pekoe  . .  • « ) 

HjMNi  Skm 
Tomif  Hjicm 

HjWNI 


t 


are  the  Caknlstkma  showing  the  Ainount  of  Duty  at  the  abuve 
KaCw,  on  a  pnaumed  importALian  uf  abgut  lO^OUO^OtiOlba. 


Bohe*.* 
Congo . . 
Cknipoi 


H71011J 
Gttnfkowder. 

p 

K     With  datiei 


IlBMlttatflMI 


Of. 

20»H2,e73 
2«4»I97 
601,735* 

131,281 


irich  OM-iUr4 


5,037,000 


RstMl  HvN. 


J28, 


0218,000 


5,754,000 


1,528,000 


0  per  Ih. 


I     3    — 


I     9    — 


2    8    — 


251,8lf 

2.is3;m 

505.475 
237p0eO 


M^9,508  I    40,357.000 


X3,445,730 


t|bat 


With  duties  fixed  at  the  above  rates,  an  idditlon  of  10,000,000  poiiada 
of  tea  may  be  added  to  the  con r  11  m prion  of  the  cmiiitry,  at  a  emt  of 
^6,472,000  for  the  entire  supply  o(  4t>,U0a,i»00  of  pouiids,  duty  paid.  Tlie 
cost  to  Uie  country  of  :i0,2fi9 ^00  pourkhi  of  tea  in  Ltt2^-y  wia  ^7»043»000 ; 
irere  it  not  for  the  diflkulties  which  are  likely  t0  bfl  cmiied  at  tJie  out- 
in  eootinuiof  an  ad  vahrtm  dtity,  the  40,000,900 oouitds of  tea,  which 
probity  be  imported  wouJd  yield  about  X3,000»000  In  revenoe^ 
It  any  alteration  in  the  present  ad  na^rem  duties,  notwithstanding 
It  proportkm  of  the  teas  would  sell  under  Wj,  per  pound,  and  be 
subject  to  only  »6  per  cent.     This  is  a  caae  without  the  bounds 
lity ;  as  in  the  event  of  the  out-ports  participating  in  the  tnide 
Chinat  a  rated  duty  on  tea  must  necesavUy  be  aiibstituted  for  an  ad 
{vahftm  one. 


|fln  making  this  calculation,  I  have  assumed  timt  tliere  will  be 
"  icresse  in  the  iraportation  to  the  amount  of  at  least  one- 
litfd  &flditioDa}|  it"  the  price  is  reduced  ;  for  tea  is  now  become 
^tUnost  a  necestary  of  Ufe,  and  therefore  I  have  thought  it  safe 
\  take  the  itnpoK  and  sale  at  forty  millionii  of  pounds,  instead 
rthurty. 
9467a,  Aa*  the  Commiilcc  to  undtr^toBil  the  result  of  that 
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22 Mir-  li^O*   Statement  to  be  this,  that  it'  the  quantity  of  tea  required  for  the 
L       — ; —         conBumption  of  England  were  imported  by  povvile  merchants  at 
P  ii.  Rkkards,    jj^g  riitcs  at  which  yoo  conceivti  they  can  do  it,  the  community 
^*^'  would  receive  40,000,000  of  pounds  of  tea  for  i^6,00O,OOO  ster- 

ling, instead  of  paying  £7,000,000,  whicli  they  now  do,  for 
30,000,000  of  poundii  of  tea,  the  Government  receiving  at  the 
same  time  tlie  same  amount  of  duly  as  they  did  before? — Cer- 
tainly, with  the  trifling  difference  between  the  amount  of  duty 
stated  in  this  table  and  the  present  estimated  amount  of  Go- 
vernment duty.    The  difference  is  only  £70,183. 

S-IGSo,  Are  those  calculations  founded  upon  the  supposition 
that  there  will  be  no  increase  of  price  in  Canton  of  the  teaa, 
aUhough  there  will  be  an  increase,  to  the  amount  of  one- third, 
in  the  consumption  ? — They  are  founded  upon  the  prices  whicb 
I  have  here  taken,  averaging  \s.  6d*  per  pound. 

3469flf.  What  grounds  have  you  for  suppofeing  that 
40,000, WO  lbs.  of  tea  can  be  purchased  in  Canton  at  tlie 
same  rate  of  price  for  wliich  we  now  purchase  30,000,000  lbs.? 
— If  there  was  a  sodden  demand  for  an  increased  quantity  of 
tea,  no  doubt  the  price  of  tea,  like  the  price  of  every  other  ar- 
ticle under  similar  circumstances,  would  be  raised  for  a  time, 
but  only  for  a  time.  The  Chinese  have  the  means  of  producing 
much  kirgcr  quantities  of  tea  if  there  was  an  effectual  demand 
for  it,  and  in  proportion  as  they  produced  larger  (|uantities  ibe 
price  would  again  fall. 

3470o,  Then  you  conceive  that  if  the  increase  in  the  demand 
to  the  amount  of  10,000,000  of  pounds  were  a  progressive  in- 
crease, that  additional  quantity  might  i>c  furnished  without  any 
advance  in  price  ?— Withoo t  any  material  atlvance. 

3471a.  Do  you  not  consider  that  that  increase  in  quantity 
would  chiefly  be  in  the  lower-priced  teas  of  China  ?— Certainly 
in  the  congou  and  hohea. 

3472«.  Are  those  the  kinds  in  general  use  in  China? — ^^All 
the  higher  classes  in  China  who  use  tea  drink  the  tinest  tea; 
and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  finer  sorts  being  of  limited 
extent  as  well  in  China  as  in  this  country*  it  is  probable  the 
increase  would  take  place  in  the  lower  qualities. 

3473/3.  Do  not  the  lower  classes  usually  drink  tea  in  China  ?— 
Yes;  and  their  consumption,  as  far  as  it  goes,  would  of  course 
be  in  the  lower  descriptions  of  tea. 

3474ff.  Tlierefore  you  suppose  the  additional  demand  of 
10,000,000  lbs.  out  of  the  whole  consumption  of  China  would 
not,  in  a  few  ycai-s,  occasion  any  great  difference  in  price  ? — It' 
the  demand  went  on  gradually  increasing,  I  should  think  tliat  it 
would  not  occasion  any  considerable  increase  of  price  ;  but  even 
if  it  did  occasion  an  increase  of  price  at  first,  I  conceive  that  a« 
the  supply  would  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time  meet  the 
demimd,  the  price  would  again  fall  to  its  natural  level. 


:t  committee  of  the  house  of  common?. 

9l7fia.  You  have  made  a  gtatement  retpecting  the  r^Tenue  t2  Mar.  IW^,  ] 
to  Government  on  the  tupposition  that  40,00<),000  of  pounds         — 
woiikl   be  consumed;  Imve  ymi  made  wny  colculjilion  how  Uie     ***  ^ 
reveAue  would  be  paid,  lupposing  there  were  no  increase  he* 
vond  tbe  present  amount  of  consumption  of  30,01)OtOOO  Ib».  ? — 
Vou  tnighe  do  it  by  collecting  the  present  ratei  of  duty  at  a 
rated  duty. 

S476a,  Do  you  consider  that  the  aamc  amount  of  revenue 
might  be  collected  as  a  rated  duty,  which  is  staled  in  No*  41  to 
be  the  present  amount  of  duty  ? — I  have  never  made  any  calcu- 
lation of  it ;  but  IVom  a  supLTficial  view  of  this  account,  I  should 
My  certainty.  Taking  the  tale  prices  of  that  account,  or  100 
jtet  cent,  oo  the  sale  prices,  as  a  rated  duty  u)>on  the  different 
deacrfptions  of  tea  mentioned  therein,  you  ould«  of  coumw 
realise  the  same  amount  of  revenue,  or  ^S;o27t65!). 

34T7«.  Are  you  aware  of  the  quantity  of  tea  which  has  b^n 
exported  from  Can  tun  during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  iu 
tach  Temff  by  the  Erigllnh  and  Americans  together? — I  have  no 
acRMi  account  of  it,  but  it  is  stated  in  these  official  tables.  Tite 
itatement  No.  27  contains  an  account  of  the  eatportj  from 
Canton  by  the  Americans  intended  for  European  consumption  ; 
a&d  the  account  No.  26  contains  the  amount  of  their  exports 
for  American  contumption.  These  two  statements,  added  to 
tbe  aaiount  of  the  Company's  exports  of  tea»  would  show  tlie 
actual  amount  exported. 

$4 78a.  Have  you  mode  any  computation  of  the  average  price 
per  pound  which  the  Company  pays  for  their  tea  at  Canton 
upon  the  whole  cjuantity? — 1  have  no  staleroent  to  shew  it» 
neither  have  I  seen  any  official  document  from  which  I  could 
iccurately  frame  it,  I  think  the  information  can  only  be  sup- 
plied with  strict  accuracy  from  the  India- House. 

3479a«  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  prices  quoted  in 
the  Canton  price-currents  are  regulated  by  the  prices  given  by 
the  £last-ln(iia  Company  for  their  tea,  they  being,  of  course,  the 
priocipal  purcliasers  in  that  market  ? — Being  the  principal  pur- 
cbaaera  in  the  market,  Uicir  purchases  will,  of  course,  very  ma- 
terially influence  the  prices  at  which  the  tea  is  procured  ;  but 
there  are  otlier  purchasers  in  the  market,  the  Americans  and 
the  Indian  merchants^  and  their  demand  for  tea  will,  of  course» 
Wve  its  effect  in  influencing  the  price:  but  I  nhould  consider 
the  Company's  demand  tor  tea  to  have  the  chief  influence  upon 
the  actual  price  of  the  tea  quoted  in  the  price-currents. 

34d0lff«  Then  you  consider  it  a  fair  datum  to  coni^ider  the  cost 
of  the  East-India  Company's  teas  to  be  the  prices  stated  m  the 
Canton  price- currents? — Certain ly>  I  do. 

S4bla.  Are  you  aware  whetfier  the  Company *s  contract  pricei 
for  tea  are  those  stated  in  the  price  currents  f^l  think  that  in- 
fenaation  can  only  be  procured,  with  the  accuracy  to  be  de- 
(coded  upon*  from  the  records  of  the  India<liouse  itself. 

3   L 
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22  BUr.  H:tO,  3482/1.  From  your  mtcrcourse  with  |>erfiorv8  carrying  on  the 
China  trade,  are  you  aware  of  any  peculiar  difficulties  in  tlic 
way  of  merchants  trading  with  China?— Private  merchants  of 
this  country  are  shut  out  of  China  altogether.  The  merchantl 
from  India  are  allowed  to  carry  on  a  trade  between  India  and 
China;  but  that  trade  now^  and  the  consequences  of  that  trade, 
are  most  m ate ri idly  obstructed  by  its  not  being  entirely  thrown 
open-  The  great  obstructions  experienced  in  this  case  by  iJie 
Indian  mcrcfiants  may  be  eonsideretl  a  question  of  natioiuil 
importance.  The  removal  of  those  obstructions  would  be  at* 
tended  with  immense  advariLigcs  to  this  country, 

3483rt*  By  whom  arc  the  obstructions  interposed? — By  tJie 
system ;  that  is,  by  the  opcr«tion  of  the  Chinese  monopoly, 
which  is  sanctioned  hy  Act  of  Parliament* 

3484^.  Do  you  mean  hy  the  East-India  Company  or  by  the 
Chinese? — ^l  mean  to  ^ay  that  obstructions  arise  out  ot  iIjc 
system  itself. 

SiS^a.  Is  it  the  system  adopted  by  the  Chinese,  or  iIjc  sys- 
tem as  regulated  by  this  country  ? — 1  mean  the  whole  system, 
and  what  is  commonly  called  the  Ci»incsc  monopoly  parti- 
cubrly. 

3486a.  ill  China  or  in  England  ?  — Altogether,  both  in  India 
and  in  China. 

3487a.  Do  YOU  mean  arising  from  the  laws  of  England  or  the 
laws  of  China*-*  — It  arises  out  of  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
the  trade  is  carried  ouj  and  the  operation  of  the  system  altoge* 
thcr  upon  the  trade. 

3488^*  Will  you  explain  in  wliat  way  the  system  throws  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  both  as  regards  the  Chinese  govern menl  anil 
the  Company's  establislmient  ? — ^I  have  long  been  of  opinion 
that  the  Company's  trade  has  been  a  source  of  great  injury,  not 
only  to  lodiai  but  to  tliis  country  also;  and  likewise  to  have 
involved  the  Compaiiy  themselves  m  all  their  present  difHcultics 
and  incumbrances.  I  have  no  hesitation,  indeed,  in  saying»  that 
I  consider  it,  fiom  the  official  accounts  which  have  been  printed 
and  published,  to  be  the  sole  cause  of  every  fraction  of  their 
debt,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  other  respects  it  cannot  be 
disputed,  now-a*day8,  that  it  must  he  very  injurious  to  any 
country  for  the  sovereign  to  be  carrying  on  trade  on  his  own 
Recount  in  his  own  dominions.  Such  injury  is  experienced,  or 
at  all  events  was  experienced,  to  very  considerable  extent,  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  in  India.  The  Company^  ittm 
having  no  active  circulating  capital  of  tijeir  own,  are  oblii 
be  supplied  with  funds  for  the  purchase  of  their  teas  in 
from  their  Indian  revenue.  A  large  portion  of  the  revc 
required  i'ot  the  China  trade  is  taken  in  kind  on  the  ' 
side  of  India;  in  other  words,  they  take  a  largo  quantitfl 
cotton,  or  used  to  do  so  when  I  was  in  Bombay^  from  the  distncli 
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jing  to  themselves,  virhere«  as  jK^vcrelgns  of  the  cotintry,  32  lUr.  | 

tbcy  oonwder  themtelves  entitled  to  one^liaU  ihe  groM  produce        

of  the  toil  an  a  land-tax.  TKat  one-lialf,  in  the  cotton  dtAlricttt 
being  taken  in  kind,  the  ryots  w  culttvatore  were  compelled  to 
■ufTender  the  other  half  to  the  Companjr*s  agents  at  a  certain 
price  ;  but  this  price  was  not  a  price  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase  between  the  Company's  comrocrciAl  resident  end 
the  cultivators.  The  price  was  fixed,  after  the  cotton  had  been 
cntbftrked  on  board  the  Conifmny's  Ahips  and  seDl  oft  to  C^httiay 
by  A  committee,  consisting  of  the  judge  of  the  dtalricit  liie  ool* 
lector  of  the  district,  and  the  commercial  resident,  who  tnct  for 
t\ie  purpose  of  settling  the  price  which  the  ryots  were  to  receive 
for  the  remaining  half  of  the  cotton,  and  that  price  they  W€?re 
obliged  to  take,  'like  price  was  ot\en  below  that  which  thej 
could  have  got  from  private  merchants.  'Iliis  was  formerly  the 
caae  an  the  weaCem  side  of  India,  and  it  is  probably  the  system 
of  tlie  pnsaent  day.  Besides  which,  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
wbetiever  the  Company  go  into  the  market  for  the  purchase  of 
Buy  commodity  in  India  not  under  their  immediate  control,  tl)e 
knowledge  of  their  being  purchoiiers  has  the  elTcct  of  imme- 
ately  raising  the  price  of  the  article,  and  it  raises  itsomaleriaHy 
ja  the  Indian  market  as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  for  the 
jHrchants  in  India  to  make  remittances  to  this  country*  It 
mtn  happens,  therefore,  that  they  cannot  send  home  goods  at 
the  market  price  of  those  goods,  except  at  a  dead  loss ;  and  their 
legit i mate  commercial  operations,  as  regards  t!ie  intercourse 
between  India  and  England,  ore  llius  materially  obstructed. 
I  lake  this  to  be  entirely  owing  to  tlie  system  iiuw  prevailing,  of 
the  government  being  tradcrti  in  tticir  own  country.  It  uould  be 
avBit  advantage  to  the  Indian  merchants,  tfthey  could  be  allowed 
to  maJce  their  remittances  hy  way  of  China  ;  but  there  they  aro 
shitnicted  al5>o ;  and  there  the  ohstrtictton  is,  as  it  appears  to 
mtf  of  great  national  importance.  If  the  trade  of  China  were 
peiftet^  free,  the  merchants  of  India  would  increase  their  con- 
ifgMMiltS  to  China,  and  from  the  sale-proceeds  of  those  con- 
m^trngnU  they  might  be  enabled  to  purchase  the  bills  of  the 
BritiBh  traders  on  England  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  exchange, 
mid  iliereby  make  remittances  upon  favourable  terms.  At  pre- 
MM  Ihev  are  precluded  from  this  advantage ;  the  consequence 
m$  tlwi  the  returns  for  their  conBignments  to  China  are  necessa^ 
riif  eenf  back  to  India;  they  go  back  to  India  partly  in  bills 
grsnted  by  the  snpercnrgous  in  China  on  the  Indian  govern* 
At  a  low  rate  of  excluingc*  and  partly  on  bullion  and 
During  the  years  1828-9  the  exchange  from  Canton  on 
i  irai  but  2(Nj  rupees  for  UKI  Spaniiih  dollars,  whilst  the 
f&t  M  mwdimift  IS  207  rupees  for  !U0  Spanisli  dollars.  The 
I  place  with  regard  to  the  exchange  on  Bombay ; 
couUl  only  get  hills  at  212  rupees  lor  lUU 
i  dollars,  im^tead  of  22t),  the  icul  ftar.  The  consequence 
oNlniction  is,  that  private  merchants  are  under  the  ne- 
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22  Mftr^  1830.  ceasity  of  carrying  back  euch  goods,  in  small  quaoUtiea*  as  will 
sell  in  India ;  and  of  late  years,  particularly  aa  the  Company*! 
treasury  in  Canton  has  been  shut  against  billB  on  this  country, 
of  returning  to  India  witli  large  quantities  of  bullion,  lliere  is 
scarcely  a  ship  that  lias  lately  come  from  Canton  to  Calcutta  that 
has  not  brought  back  dollars  and  Sycee  silver  to  a  great  aniouiiQi 
Instead,  therefore,  of  the  ordinary  advantages  of  legitimate  tra&{ 
fie,  the  Indian  mercliants  mQ  actually  deprived  of  those  loeaai; 
of  remittance  to  England  wljich  they  are  most  desirous  of  ao 
complishing,  and  through  which  the  national  interest  would  W 
greatly  promoted.  In  this  way  there  is,  as  I  conceive,  atncKt 
important  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  commerctal 
intercourse  between  India  and  England,  by  the  restrictions  on, 
trade  arising  out  of  the  system  of  tlie  Company's  China  mo*! 
Bopoly. 

3490ff,  How  does  that  interference  affect  the  dealings  with  thi; 
Chinese  at  Canton?— The  dealings  with  the  Chinese  at  Can«j 
ton  would  be  proportionally  increased  if  the  trade  was  throwHJ 
open,  because  it  would  enconrage  greater  exports  from  thifi 
country,  and  larger  exports  from  India  to  China,  if  the  Indian! 
merchants  had  the  means  of  remitting  to  England,  which  tliey| 
are  now  in  search  of,  and  in  which  they  are  so  much  obstructed* 

3490rt.  Do  you  consider  the  exports  from  China  as  suffident 
to  afford  the  means  of  remittance  for  all  the  exports  which  it  ia 
now^  BO  difficult  to  obtain  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  from  such  fl 
country  as  Cliina  almost  any  amount  might  be  provided  for  th« 
purpose  of  returns  to  this  country,  to  India,  and  to  other  part^ 
of  the  ivorld* 

3491fl.  On  what  authority  do  you  form  that  opinion?—! 
ground  it  upon  the  belief  that  such  a  country  as  China,  widi 
all  its  varieties  of  soil  and  climate,  and  occupied  by  a  naturally 
industrious  population,  cannot  ikil  to  produce  all  the  artide^ 
which  it  now  yields  in  far  greater  quantities  than  it  now  does. 

3492<z.  Have  you  any  communication  or  information  enabliM 
you  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  anxiety  of  the  Chinese  to  exteoft 
their  trade  ?—  I  behcve  that  the  Chinese  are  a  perfectly  com- 
mercial [)eople*  Wherever  the  Chinese  have  been  established 
in  Sincapore,  in  Java,  in  Borneo,  and  in  the  others  eastern  idaiidlt 
where  they  are  settled  in  great  numberst  they  are  found  to  be  tbi 
principal  traders,  and  the  most  industrious  people  in  tl»e  coun*^ 
try.  I  therefore  take  the  Chinese,  generally  speaking,  to  bet 
perfectly  commercial  people^and  exceedingly  anxious  to  exteod, 
their  commercial  dealings,  in  spite  of  any  restrictive  reguUtioiii 
tliat  may  be  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Chinese  governmeoC    \ 

SlOSa.  Have  you  had  any  speciiic  examples  brought  tt 
your  notice  uf  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese,  in  otfwf 
p(jrts  than  Cunton»  to  open  a  communication  with  English  mcr^ 
chants  ?^yes*  1  have  in  my  possession  an  extract  oi'  a  Ictiefi 
from  an  European  merchant  who  had  visited  China t  to  bis  frit-od 
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COfTOSpoodent  in  Calcuttii^     It  is  datinl  Canton,  19th  Hep*  3t  Mir«  lii30 
1|}23,  and  the  extract  it  as  tbUowA : 


**  The  Manilla  people  only  mre  al lowed  liberty  to  trade  to  Axnoy, 
which  would  have  been  granted  to  us  couUl  we  have  waited,  A 
mandarin  foltowed  ua  seven  miles  from  the  port  tif  Amo^  io  enirrai 
our  return^  which,  however,  our  plans  would  not  admit  of.  W# 
experienced  civil  treatment,  even  from  the  mandarins  of  nink^  and 
the  complaisance  of  the  inhabitants  gencra!ly  formed  an  n^eeadile 
contrntt  to  the  haughty  demeanour  of  the   lo^^  (*an(cMi)« 

The  sin^c  circumfltanee  of  foreignern  not  being  >mcn  (as 

tbry  are  mo»t  ri*nd)y  here.  Canton)  i«|>eaki»  vohime^«  Au  turdj^ner  it 
allowed  to  remain  niier  the  dcfmrture  of  bin  iihip.  An  far  »»  we 
eouid  iMrn,  o«  charge  i>iuiilar  to  ntca«urt;nient-dtity  ia  levied  on 
fbre^  afatpa.  The  government  revenue  i*  derived  from  on  export 
duty^  which  the  foreigner  pr-  -  *  -  cxnori  cargo  ;  but  this  duty 
■ppeum  to  be  not  fixed;  an  :  t  the  injudiciousncss  of  the 

mandarr^- ♦'^  •" -♦'^Hin^  it  b^,- i;iJ^,  U  me  causae  of  the  dti- 

con  tin  ui  trade  by  the  Mftnilin  ptfiple<     It  is  probable  that* 

with  a  vu  -  :  .  jing  it  back,  the  mandarins  would  now  be  more 
reaaonablc*  They  jiecmed  to  say  that  the  iiong  merchants  of  Amoy 
are  pretty  much  in  the  bankrupt  situation  of  those  here  CCanton). 
They  inauired  much  for  most  of  the  articles  from  the  caatem  Islet 
imported  in  their  junks;  and  also  for  ri«L%  for  wfiwft  the^  rtiu  mainlw  on 
Farmota  ;  Init  we  could  form  no  idea  of  the  price  to  be  outained  for 
thefn.  The  pHcea  of  the  European  arttclei  we  taw  m  the  ahops 
were  not  so  much  above  the  Canton  rates  as  was  to  be  etpected,  I 
um  very  keen  for  an  adventure  to  Amoy,  for  tbc  purpose  of  opening 
new  channels  for  opium  in  that  quarter,  the  chief  mart  of  it  a  con«- 
ttisnplion  ;  but  it  is  too  weighty  a  concern  for  us  to  undertake 
tiiigiy ;  and  I  have  contented  my (hclf  with  writing  to  Manilla  for 
illlormation,and  with  sotindiug  our  friends  there  on  the  subject.  Aa 
you  have  alrcmiy  odicntured  in  a  Chmcne  bottom,  you  will,  I  hope, 
give  a  lift  to  our  [tlans  also.  The  foreign  trade  in  junks  in  not 
eootrabiind  in  China,  since  the  accewion  of  the  present  family  (about 
1660.)  It  is  connived  at  b^  tkt  govemment,  amd  u,  IbeHeTr,  evtm 
Hetmsedni  Amojf,  I  do  not  see  why  a  junk  could  not  lond  goods 
at  Amoy  or  eUewhere,  at  if  for  a  foreign  port  (Mnnilb;^  Batavim, 
^c),  and  afterwards  tranship  them  to  a  foreign  TCatnl  waitiog  in 
tbe  neighbourhood*** 

SIMdU     Vkh^U    id   yoiLf  opinion,    would  be    the   result  of 
lifig  the  trade  with  China   to    Englisbtnen   generally  ? — I 
re  it  would  have   the  effect   of  extending  the  commercial 
Dune   between  this  country  and  the  East  mott  materially, 
^fentured  in  tiie   year  IB  13  to  predict    that   that  would  be  the 
^LieDce  of  opening    the   trade  to  India.     That  opinion  is 
;  abundantly  proved  by  No.  40  of  the  '♦  Papert  relating  to 
\  Finances  oi  Indta,'^  which  it  contained  in  the  coUectloQ  pre* 
ited  by  hit   Ma  jetty 't  command  in    February  18S0,  and  now 
lilts  tJible.  It  waa  ttated  at  thut  time  (1B13)  by  the  advocatet 
'  iIm  Co«npaiiy»  that  it  was  im|>os«ib1e  to  increase  the  export 
nie  to  Indta.     1  ventured  to  entertain  a  di^crcnt  opinion  ;  and 
Infer  to  tbit  ttatcmentj  No.  40,  in  support  of  the  opinion  I 
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22  Maj,  1830.  then  gave.  That  statement  shows  llmt,  on  the  average  of 
sixteen  years,  the  Company's  exports  of  goods  to  India  were  only 
3,85,650  rupees  per  annym,  whereas  the  average  of  sixteen  year*' 
exports  hy  private  mdtvkluals  from  Great  Britain  is  1,56,96»078 
rupees.  The  treasure  exported  by  the  East-India  Company 
averages  12,15,294  rupees,  and  hy  individuals  24,40,113  rupees. 
The  total  of  the  exports  by  tlie  East-India  Company  is  there- 
fore 57|  10,344  rupees,  and  by  private  intlividuals  1,81,36,191 
rupees.  IC  the  whole  of  the  ex^Kirts  by  individuals  from  foreign 
Europe  and  America  eontained  in  that  statement  be  added  to 
the  English  exports,  it  will  give  a  tofal  of  2,8*2,54,537  rupees  by 
individuals,  against  50,713344  nipees  by  the  Company.  Thus  the 
trade  to  India  is  proved  to  have  been  capable  of  increase,  which  i 
then  maintained  would  be  the  case ;  and  though  this  increase  ex- 
ceeds even  my  expectations,  considering  all  circumstances,  still, 
great  as  it  is,  1  have  a  most  [jerfect  conviction  that  if  the  trade 
to  China  was  also  opened,  there  would  be  a  far  greater  increase 
of  the  exports  from  this  country  than  is  exhibited  in  this  state- 
ment* 

3495fl.  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Clunese 
government  with  regard  to  trade,  and  that  n  comparison  cannot 
therefore  be  fairly  made  between  India  and  China  as  to  any 
expected  increase?— i  know  that  the  Chinese  government  have 
imposed  restrictive  regulations  upon  the  foreign  trade  of  their 
own  country ;  but  I  know%  at  the  same  time,  thai  these  regula- 
tions are  completely  set  at  nought  by  the  commercial  spirit  of 
the  people, 

3496a.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Chinese  government  prohibit 

entirely  the  exportation  of  silver  ?-^ They  do- 

3497a,  Have  you  any  means  of  stating  to  the  Commil 
what  c^uantitics  are  annually  exported  notwithstanding  t 
proliibitions  ? — 1  have  already  stilted  in  a  former  answer, 
large  quantities  of  silver  were  necessarily  exported  from  Canton 
to  Calcutta,  and  to  Bombay,  in  consequence  of  the  low  rate  of 
exchange  prevailing  there,  and  the  impossibility  of  the  Indiaa 
merchants  getting  a  remittance  for  their  funds  to  this  country  viu 
China.  I  have  in  my  office  in  the  city  various  accounts  of  remit- 
tances of  bullion  to  Bengal  and  Bombay  in  different  seasons ;  but 
just  previous  to  ray  coming  down  to  the  Committee  I  fell  in  with 
a  Canton  price-current  and  register,  wfiicb  give*  the  following  ai 
the  exports  of  bullion  from  Canton  to  Calcutta  and  Bombay  in  the 
year  1B28,  The  exportation  to  Bengal  in  dollars  was  2,169,837* 
In  Sycee  silver,  19,:210;  South  American  silver,  55,273;  total, 
2,244,320  dollars.  The  exportation  to  Bombay  in  doUafS. 
Sycee  and  South  American  silver,  3,423,659  dollars,  Totid 
exported,  5,667,979  dollars.  The  importations  of  dollars  in  the 
season  1828  are  statcij  In  the  simie  register  to  amount  to  about 
2,304,800  ;  and  the  circubtion  of  Conq>any  V  bilk  on  the  Supreme 
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Government  oi' Bengal  would  probably  not  amount  to  more  thaii  22  M«r.  leso^ 
icv  I  ics  of  doUara*     I  copied  Uiift  info raiat ion  out  of  tlie 

pfM  ^^ter,  dated  26 tli  February  1828. 

849Ha*  Arc  you  not  iifraid  thiit  if  the  tmde  wrerc  thro<*n  open 
by  rfoiovtng  the  Conipany's  present  exclusive  prTvi]ei;L%  tbcre 
might  be  dai^r  oil  interruption  to  tlie  tnide  with  Cngiitihmcn  ? 
—  Not  the  least*  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  *re  have  nieani, 
and  more  powerful  meana,  of  controlling  the  trade  with  China, 
than  tbe  Chinese  govern  men t  itself. 

S%$9a.  On  what  do  you  fmind   tliat  opinion?— From    the 

printed  oflicial  statements  before  the  public.     It  appears  in  f»ne 

of  them,  vU.  No.  29  of  Papers,  Ac.  4th  June  1829,  ihut  out  of 

15,000,000  of  imporU  into  Canton   in   one   ycuTp    11,1X10,000 

were   of  the  article  of  opium.     Now  llie  CliineHC,  uhhoiigh  tt 

IS  a  prohibited  article,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  using  Up 

tlie  higher  ranks  as  well  as  the  lower  ranks.     They  cannot 

therefore  do  without  it,     U  is  well  known  that  those  per^oni 

who  arc  in  the  habit  of  using  opium   cannot  leave  it  otf;  tJic 

Chineae  wotdd  therefore  rciiuire  importations  of  opium  to  the 

same  extent  as  formerly.     They  require  ako  large  supplies  oi^ 

dollars :  for  it  is  a  curious  fact,  as  stated  in  the  register  I  have 

before  quoted,  that  the  importation  of  dollars  into  China  in  the 

year  referred  to  was  only  2»304>800,  when  the  exports  to  Bom* 

bay  and  Bengal  amounted  to  above  5»Bno,000.     In  this  state  of 

export  and  import,  it  is  therefore  clear  that  China  must  be  in 

constant  need  of  a  supply  of  dollars,  which,  in  the  case  supposed, 

it  could  only  procure  from  private  traders.     The  Chineie  also 

require  to  be  supplied,   as  stated  in  the  extrac^t  of  the  letter  I 

gave  in,  with  rice  from  the  i«hind  of  Formosa,     It  is  understood 

that  two,  at  least*  of  the  provinces  on  the  eaittern  side  ot^  China 

are  deficient  in  that  commodity,  and  that  if  thotie  »ypplies  were 

flopped  it  would  go  a  great  way  to  create  disturbance  in  the 

country.     Although  1  do  not  anticipate  any  such  obstruetioo 

m  m  contemplated  in  the  (]uestion  (for  I  have  no  idea  that  Ui# 

Gkimpe  would  have  the  least  objection  to  tlie  opening  of  tb# 

^^^K  still  if  meaiurei  of  coercion  should  t^  rendered  eventually 

miHBiary,   the  employment  of  two  or  three  crui^ters  u;>on  tlie 

coaat  would  effectually  prevent  the  entrance  of  tliose  very  im* 

portant  supplies  into  China,  which  I  have  above  enumerated; 

the    consequence    of   which   would   be   great   distress  to  the 

^Chinese    themselves,   and,  in   all   probability,  immediate  con* 

^ksions  and  advances  for  a  renewal    of  friendly  intercourse, 

^ften  if  they  had  been  previously  disposed,  under  the  orders  of 

^Beir  own  government,  to  obstruct  it.  Let  it  also  bo  recollected 

That  tliey  would  have,  if  the  trade  were  stopped,  large  supplies 

oftea  on  hand ;  and  if  they  could  not  sell  those  teas  to  English 

merchants,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  to  whom  they  would  sell 

tliem.    In  this  respect  our  means  of  intluchcirtg  the  trade  arc 

great,  for  a  stoppage  of  the  tea- trade  woiiht  Iw  attended 

iocalculable  djjtire^^s  to  a  vast  mass  of  population  in  the 
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tea  dtstricU ;  it  is  therefore  to  the  full  as  much  their  in 
to  sell  OS  it  is  ours  to  buy*  But  if  all  these  means  and  po^ 
incentives  were  to  fail,  we  have  still  a  hope  left ;  for  it  is  well 
known  by  those  gentlemen  who  have  lived  in  the  Eaatern 
Islands  for  some  time,  that  the  Chinese  merchants  established 
in  those  islands  would  at  any  time  contract  with  foreigners  upon 
the  spot  to  supply  any  quantity  of  tea,  and  of  any  quality  that 
might  be  desired.  If  therefore  English  ships  were  prohibited 
going  to  China,  I  conceive  that  supplies  of  tea  and  other  Chinese 
articles  might  just  as  easily  be  got  from  Sincapore,  or  Java, 
and  other  ports  In  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  as  they  can  now 
from  China  itself.  These  then  are  the  grounds  of  my  beliefi 
that,  under  all  circumstances,  we  have  the  means  of  controlling 
the  trade  with  China,  even  more  effectually  than  the  Chinese 
government  itself;  for  wlien  the  Chinese  merchants  and  tljc 
mass  of  the  conmiunity  find  that  they  have  an  interest  in  carry- 
ing on  certain  branches  of  trade,  they  will  do  it ;  as  is  sufficiently 
manifest  in  their  importation  of  opiums  and  export  of  silver,  in 
spite  of  the  most  severe  laws  that  can  be  enacted  by  their  own 
government- 

3500a.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  it  is  as  much  the  interest  of 
China  to  trade  with  iis^  as  it  is  of  England  to  trade  with  Chioa? 
— I  think  so,  if  not  more. 

350  Icr.  In  what  way  do  you  eonsider  that  a  few  English 
cruisers  would  so  influence  the  Chinese  government  as  to  oblige 
them  to  open  the  trade,  if,  by  any  circumstance,  it  was  once 
interrupted  ? — I  allude  to  that  as  an  extreme  case,  and  of  course 
only  to  be  resorted  to  in  the  event  of  its  being  found  indis- 
pensably necessary,  or  justified  by  some  previous  act  of  aggres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  authorities.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  it  one  that  is  likely  to  happen ;  but  if  it  should  be 
necessary  to  control  the  government  of  China  by  force,  I  think 
that,  by  the  means  I  have  suggested,  you  might  effectually  ac- 
complish the  intended  object.  I  repeat,  however,  thai  I  do 
not  anticipate  you  ever  would  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
any  such  measure  of  hostility;  for  my  hrm  belief  is,  tlrnt  the 
Chinese  would  gladly  hail  the  approach  of  free-traders,  and 
receive  their  goods^  giving  theirs  in  return,  without  the  least 
ditficulty. 

S502a,  Have  you  known  of  any  circumstance  obliging  the 
Chinese  government  to  make  terms  with  individuals  interrupt- 
ing their  trade? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  that  I  could 
speak  very  decidedly  to  ;  I  have  heard  of  such  occurrences,  but 
the  public  records  are  probably  the  best  authority  on  this  head 

3503rt.  Do  you  suppose  it  would  be  necessary  to  export 
bulhon  to  China  for  the  purchase  often,  silks,  and  other  articles 
which  would  be  required  by  the  extended  trade  you  contem- 
plate?— Certainly  not,  no  more  than  it  is  now  necessary  to 
export  bullion  to  India.     The  trade  would  soon  fall  into  chan* 
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■ds  whidi  would  render  it  easy  for  British  merchants  resorting  22  Mar.  1830. 

to  China  to  furnish  themselves  with  funds,  by  giving  bills  to  —^ — 

liaifia  merchants,  or  their  representatives  in  China,  or  to  agents  ^'  ^^^^» 

on  the  wpot ;  and  funds  would  thus  be  raised  to  any  required  ^' 
cstmt  upon  reasonable  terms,  such  as  would  enable  the  trade 
to  be  carried  on,  in  all  probability,  with  advantage  to  both 


8504a.  Is  it  vour  opinion  that  the  operation  of  the  trade  at 
Canton  would  be  equally  beneficial  to  India  as  to  England,  in 
pranoting  the  general  commerce  between  all  the  three  coun- 
tries ?— The  advantage  that  would  result  to  the  Indian  mer- 
diants  from  making  the  trade  to  China  periectly  free,  and  by 
tbna  promoting  British  exports,  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely 
incalculable. 

S50Siu  Is  not  the  export  of  goods  to  India  at  the  present 
Bomeni  limited  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  returns? — Most 
eertainly ;  in  the  way  I  have  explained. 

8506a.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  exports  from  China  to 
England,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  which  might  be  available 
by  English  merchants,  would  remove  that  difficulty,  and  con- 
sequently increase  the  general  trade,  not  only  from  China,  but 
fimn  EngUmd  to  India  ? — It  would,  in  my  opinion,  increase  it 
incalculably.  I  cannot  express  my  conviction  on  this  head  too 
•trongly. 

S507ii.  And  these  are  the  grounds  on  which  you  consider 
*  i  advantages  would  accrue  to  both  India  and  England  from 
a  free  intercourse  with  China?— Yes. 

8508a.  Do  you  know  how  the  Company  pay  their  invest- 
ments in  China,  as  it  is  evident  from  the  official  returns  that 
Acj  do  not  send  out  manufactures  equal  to  purchase  their  in- 
vestments ? — I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  ever  since  I  had 
die  first  opportunity,  in  the  year  1812-13,  of  analyzing  theCom- 
pny's  accounts^  that  their  trade  is  entirely  supplied  by  their 
revenues ;  and  that,  so  for  from  their  commerce  ever  being  of 
die  slightest  aid  to  the  territorial  concern,  it  is  the  territory 
that  alone  supports  and  upholds  their  commerce.  They  could 
not,  in  my  opmion,  carry  on  trade  without  the  support  of  the 
revenue.  Their  supplies  of  investments,  both  from  India  and 
China,  are  invariably  nimished  by  Indian  revenues. 

SM9la.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  government  of  India,  under 
tese  circumstanoes,  would  be  maintained  better  by  the  Com- 
pany not  being  traders,  either  to  India  or  to  China,  than  as 
tlwynoir  are?^I  am  quite  sure  that  it  would.  I  have  no 
doidit  that  it  would  be  found,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the 
sAdal  accounts  which  have  been  laid  before  Parliament,  that 
Acre  has  been  a  surplus  revenue  from  the  territories  of  India, 
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Man  inM.  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  for  the  last  thirty-five  or  thirty- 
siK  years  at  the  lea&t,  which  accounts  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting.  That  surplus  revenue  would  have  enabled  the 
Company  to  carry  on  the  political  concern  without  any  foreign 
aid  whatever.  I  consider,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  commerce 
of  the  East-India  Company  is  the  sole  cause  of  all  their  incum- 
brances and  debts.  1  avail  myself  w  Jth  pleasure  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  quesiion  affords  me,  of  adding  my  unreserved 
belief,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Jndi* 
Company,  which  have  been  printed  and  circulated  ixi  four  large 
folio  volumes,  for  the  use,  I  believe,  of  their  servants  abroad— 
firom  the  ability  displayed  in  those  records,  and  the  anxiu^« 
disposition  uniformly  expressed  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their 
territorial  possessions,  that  the  East- India  Company  will  be 
found  to  be  by  far  the  best  organ  or  instrument  that  Hif 
Majesty**  Government  can  employ  for  the  future  political  ad- 
ministration of  that  coiintry ;  and  I  do  lament  most  sincertlv 
that  they  should  ever  think  it  necessary  to  mix  up  a  coromerciil 
cliaracter  with  their  political  one,  inasmuch  as  I  conscientiously 
believe  their  commerce  to  be  tlieir  bane. 

3510a.  Will  you  be  prepared,  at  a  future  period,  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  a  statement,  showing  how  far  the  revenues  of 
India  are,  in  your  opinion,  from  the  documents  laid  before  Pm*- 
liamentf  adequate  to  maintain  the  government  of  that  country 
whithout  the  aid  or  interference  of  commerce? — Yes,  I  am 
pertectly  prepared  to  prove  it  now. 

3511a*  Vou  have  stated,  that  by  the  Company  going  into  the 
market  rn  India  as  merchantSj  considerable  derangemeni  and 
increase  of  price  takes  place  at  various  places  where  their  in- 
vestments are  purchased :  are  you  able  to  state  what  effect  the 
sales  of  those  inveatmcnts  have  on  tlie  general  state  of  com* 
merce  in  England,  \vhen  they  take  place  ? — As  far  as  regards 
their  interfering  with  the  purchase  of  goods  in  India,  I  have 
already  stated,  that  whenever  the  Company's  agents  are  known 
to  be  m  the  market,  it  invariably  has  the  effect  of  runaing  up 
the  prices  from  15  to  30  per  cent.  The  price  of  cotton,  tot 
example,  I  have  known  to  be  run  up  by  this  cause.  Since  I 
have  left  India  I  have  also  known  of  many  instances,  firoro  cor- 
respondence I  have  carried  on  with  India,  where  the  same  effect 
has  been  produced  in  other  articles,  I  remember,  upon  one 
occasion,  that  when  the  Company  rirst  entered  into  the  indigo 
trade,  the  government  of  Bengal  were  afraid  of  making  their 
purchases  openly  for  the  Company's  investments  They  em- 
ployed an  agent  upon  the  spot  to  make  purchases  for  them.  It 
was  very  soon  found  out  by  the  resident  merchants  of  CalcutU 
that  there  was  a  Company's  agent  in  the  market,  and  the  price 
was  run  up  in  tlie  course  of  about  eight  or  ten  days  from  190 
rupees  a  maund  to   230,   240,  and  250  rupees  a  maund.    I 
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la  know  of  ooe  houAe  in  Calcutta,  that  having  mnide  a  ^^  ^"'-  *^** 

of  a  conaidcrable  quantity  of  indigo  at  190  riip«#»  jitr 

•old  ii  in  a  few  da^s  ader wards  for  250  or  240  rupeet 

rruiuDd,  and  tlius  realiz.ed  upon  the  rct»alo  of  it,  in  eonae* 

pnce  of  the  Conrifuuiy  being  in  the  market,  between  tliree  and 

lacs  of  rupees  before  they   had   had  time  to  pay  for  the 

^ioal  pur  chaise. 

S^l2o«  Would  not  that  rite  in  pnce  be  occaiioned  by  any 
tisionier  coming  into  the  market? — By  iuch  a 
^  aa  the  Eaat^India  Company. 

SSIStf.  Do  you  know  any  persons  trading  to  India  who  have 

tibe  e^tal  at  command  that  the  East- India  Com|iany  have*  to 

g«>  into  the  market  and  purchase  so  largely  of  any  commodity? 

^J  know  of  no  capital  tnat  the  Company  possess,  except  what 

obtain  annually  from  their  revenues  in  India;  but  that 

Sud  ia  so  enormous,   that   it  is   impossible  for  any  private 

at  to  compete  with  them. 
H4a«  Can  you  state  any  effect  that  has  been  produced  on 
the  markets  in  England  by  the  Company's  sales  ol  their  large 
purchases?— In  some  instances  it  may  affect  the  markets  here; 
but  the  Company's  sales  in  general  of  their  goads  have  been 
very  fairly  made,  and  I  would  not  say  that  it  itfft'Ct!!  the  markets 
bare  oiaterially,  although  in  some  instances  it  may  have  done  sow 

^Kd5I5o.  You  consider  the  effects  to  be   principally  in  tbidr 
taking  their  purchases  in  India  ? — That  is   the  great  cause  of 

derangement,  and  which  is  absolutely  ruinous  to  the  oommer* 

cial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

3516<i.  Are  you  able  to  state  how  far  that  principle  may 
a^ly  to  their  purcliases  in  Canton  ? — Their  purchases  in  Canton 
ifiade^  as  I  stated  before*  by  supplies,  in  a  great  measure, 
are  forwarded  from  India  in  gcKKls  to  Canton  for  that 
; ;  those  goods  are  either  taken  in  kind  from  the  revenues 
as  I  have  before  explained  in  respect  to  the  west  of 
ir  else  they  are  purchased  in  the  public  market,  as  in 
at  a  price  far  above  that  which  ilie  pnvato  merchants 
I  gii^e;  and  as  long  as  the  China  monopoly  is  continued* 
tliflie  ii^urtes  will  also  be  perpetuated. 

8S17<E.  You  refer  now  to  the  proportion  of  goods  which  the 
ComfMHy  purchase  in  India  ? — Yes. 

351 8a«  How  does  that  affect  the  purchase  of  tea?^Upon  a 
^^  mercantile  statement  of  the  concern,  It  would  certainly 
Hpd  the  out-turn  of  the  speculation. 

S51^.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  much  of  the  Company's 
revenue  is  collected  in  kind  in  Uombay  ? — I  know  tliat  it  was 
srben  I  was  in  India,  in  the  cotton  districts  belonging  to  the 
apany  on  the  western  side  of  the   peninsula.     Tht^y  were 
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'  ^2  Mar,  IU30.  coiistaiuly  in  the  habit  of  taking  their  proportion  of  the  cotton 
produce,  or  half  of  the  gross  produce,  in  kind. 

3320d.  Was  not  that  always  a  very  small  proportion  of  Ihe 
cotton  exported  from  India  to  China  ?-*Not  a  small  proportioiL 
I  know  that  in  Bengal  they  purchase  cotton  ;  but  I  have  lei 
from  gentlemen  in  Calcutta,  stating  that  the  prices  in  the- 
1821  of  cottoii  to  the  East-India  Company  was  about  25  ru[ 
permaynd,  when  it  was  procurable  by  private  merchants  at 
rate  of  15.  This  was  ascertained  from  the  circumstance  of 
Company  having  sent  out  orders  to  Calcutta,  that  the  com* 
manders  and  officers  of  their  ships  should  only  be  allowed  to 
take  cotton  lo  China  on  condition  of  taking  it  from  the  Com- 
pany at  the  prices  which  it  cost  them.  In  another  year  it  was 
stated  that  the  cost  was  in  the  same  way  to  the  captains  and 
officers  of  the  Indiamen  IS  rupees,  when  the  current  markel 
price  of  it  in  Calcutta  was  H. 

3521a.  Wlmt,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  opening 
the  trade  to  China  to  the  English  generally ;  would  it  give  the 
British  merchania  any  advantage  over  the  Americans  and 
Dutch,  or  other  people,  for  the  supply  of  Europe  ? — A  very 
great  advantage  over  all  other  nations ;  and  that  advantage 
would  arise  out  of  the  facilities  which  1  have  before  mentioned, 
tliat  would  be  mutually  granted  to  each  other  by  the  Indian  and 
the  British  traders.  It  would  also  give  a  great  advantage  to 
British  merchants,  in  as  far  as  it  would  enable  them  to  supply 
all  our  colonies,  South  America,  and  even  the  countries  of 
Europe,  with  Chinese  produce,  which  they  could  do  then  upon 
better  terms  tlian  the  Americans,  or  the  French,  or  the  Por- 
tuguese, or  Dutch,  or  any  other  nation  tliat  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  trading  to  China.  The  advantages  o£  opening  the 
trade  to  China,  both  to  England  and  to  India,  as  I  before  Mid, 
appear  to  me  to  be  quite  incalculable. 

3522a.  Are  our  colonies  principally  supplied  with  Chinese 
produce  by  other  countries  ? — The  Americans  now  participate 
\Bty  largely  in  the  carrying  trade;  but  1  have  had  converaa- 
tions  myself  with  Americans  on  this  very  subject,  aiad  their 
apprehension  is,  that  if  the  trade  to  China  were  once  thrown 
open  to  British  merchants,  they  (the  Americans)  would  be 
entirely  thrown  out  of  the  market.  There  is  doubtless  some 
cause  for  this  alarm,  from  what  has  already  taken  place  m 
India.  In  consequence  of  the  degree  of  freedom  given  to  the 
trade  in  India  since  1813,  British  merchants  have  comoletel)' 
excluded  the  Americans  from  that  country ;  it  is  therefore  no 
unreasonable  conclusion  that  the  same  effect  would  be  produced 
by  opening  tlie  trade  to  China.  The  Americana  are  al  all 
events  alive  to  it  as  a  probable  result. 
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Martis,  23  die  Martii,  1830. 

HENRY  WILLIAM   MASTERSON,    Esq.  called  in,  and 
examined. 

S52Sa.  I  BELIEVE  you  are  vice-consul  at  Rotterdam  ?— lam.  33 Mv.  189t. 

S524a.  You  do  not  receive  any  salary  ?— No;  I  have  never  lyj^Jj^ 
received  any  remuneration  from  any  one  on  that  account.  '    j^ 

S525a.  Are  you  engaged  in  trade  ? — For  the  last  fifteen  yean 
I  have  had  the  superintendence  of  a  commercial  concern  at  Rot- 
terdam. 

35260.  Is  that  commercial  concern  upon  an  extensive  scale  ? 
— It  has  been  upon  an  extensive  scale. 

S527ii.  Have  vou  directed  much  of  your  attention  to  the  tea- 
trade  in  Holland  ? — 1  have  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
past. 

3528a.  Can  you  exhibit  any  view  of  the  tea-trade,  and  for 
what  period? — I  can  lay  bek)re  the  Committee  a  statement 
made  up  by  myself,  containing  a  view  of  the  Netherlands  tea- 
trade  for  the  last  twelve  years,  distinguishing  the  quantity  im- 
ported by  the  Dutch,  and  by  Americans,  the  only  other  parties 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  trade.  About  half  a  million  of 
quarter-chests  of  tea  have  been  imported  in  that  period,  giving 
an  average  annual  importation  of  about  41,000  quarter-chests. 

3529a.  Does  that  include  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands  ? — 
It  includes  Belgium  and  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands.  The 
statement  exhibits  about  three-fifUis  of  the  trade  in  the  hands 
of  the  Americans,  and  two-fiflhs  only  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch, 
during  the  whole  of  that  period.  The  statement  shows  also  the 
dutiea  and  prices ;  the  duty  varies  from  five-eighths  of  a  penny 
per  English  pound  to  four-pence  and  five-eighths,  according  to 
circumstances,  bringing  it  mto  English  money  and  weights. 

S530a.  Is  that  an  ad  valorem  duty  ? — No ;  there  was  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  10  per  cent,  in  1818,  when  tliis  statement  com- 
mences ;  but  some  alteration  was  then  made  with  a  view  of 
fiivouring  the  Dutch  flag,  which  has  not,  however,  had  that 
effect :  indeed  the  duties  are  so  low,  that  the  difference  between 
importations  by  Dutch  and  foreign  flags  is  only  about  an  English 
penny  in  the  lower  prices,  and  on  the  higher  prices  it  is  nothing. 

S5Sla.  Are  there  any  duties  paid  upon  importations  in  foreign 
bottoms  into  the  Dutch  ports  ? — For  the  lower  sorts  of  teas, 
instOMl  of  five-eighths  of  a  penny  by  a  Dutch  vessel,  it  is  one 
penny  and  five-eighths  by  foreign  vessels,  and  there  is  a  duty  of 
a  tenth  upon  English  vessels ;  that  is  a  general  additional  auty 
iqxm  all  articles  imported  in  English  vessels. 

3532a.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  deliver  in  the  state- 
ment you  have  prepared?— [TAe  vjUness  delivered  in  the  same^ 
which  was  read^  asjblhm ;] 
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TEA  TRADE  TO 


Hi 


1818 

1819 
1820 
1821 

1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 

1827 
1828 

1829 


IMPORTATIONS. 


Metherland 
V«tMls. 


»o 


Quantity, 


Uitited  States 
V«a»cU. 


lis' 


32 


Jcheste. 
37,381 


6,948 
14,029 
6,279 

8,987 

6,811 

6,364 

37,764 

23,583 
29,834 

21,034 


8 


12 


Quantity, 
in  whole  ' 
or  broken 
Cargoe*. 


I  cheats. 
53,154 


52,981 
59,343 
10,934 


TOTAL 
Import  ft. 


I  chests. 
90,535 


DUTIES  ON 


By  Netlwr1ao4  VeMcb. 


10  per  cent,  ad  ▼■lorem. 


199/)  14 


19,037 

26,192 

6,212 
I 
5     30,860 

1    I   8,004 

—  I    ^,455 

3     16,838 

I 
I. 

1      ^358 


59,929 
73,372 
17,213 

28,024 
26,192 
13,023 
37,224 
45.768 


If  Imported  direct : 
Bohea  and  Low  Congo,  5 1  ,V^  ^  * 
guild eia  6  cents  per  100  Nc-  ^penoy  per 
JWlb. 


tlierland  lbs. 

Other  sorU,  10  guilders  12  /  iftta  of  » 

cenu \  pennj. 

If  imported  indirMt 

Bobea  and  low 
guilders  19  cents. 


cents. 


Clb. 

Other  sorts,  32  guilders  38  /  -  .^..^ 
ats ^apenee. 


'  If  imporied  direct,   and  in  vtkole  Cargoes: ' 
Bobea  SI      " 


28,038 
46,672 

26,392 


and  low  Congo,  7Y|thsofa 
guilders  per  100  Netberland  Vpconypcr 
lbs. jEng.lb, 


Other    sorts,    12     guilders  i 


lV,thof 
penny. 


If  imjwrted  indirect,  in  broken  Cargoet  : 
Bohea  and  low  Congo,  18^'*^**^* 

^"<^- JS^g"T 

All  other  sorts,  34  guilders    3  pence. 


53    293,368  492,382 


I 


Imported  direct,  in  whoU  Cctrgoew  : 
As  before. 


If  imported  indireot,  m  brotken  Cargoei: 

Bobea  and  low  Congo,  97  *)  f^  pence 
guikieri  per  100  Netberland  Kpcr  Eoir. 
lbs. Jib; 

All  other  sorts,  51  guilders. .  4ftfas  pence 


N.B.^-The  different  sized  packages  of  tea  have  ail  been  brought  tp  quarter-cfacsis  is  die 
abore  Table.  The,^  chest,  taken  at  66  English  lbs.  net,  makes  the  average  anaval  import 
2^700,000  Iba.    Tbie  average  consumptioii  la  ettimated  at  2,1500,000  lbs.  . 

Rotterdam,  the  8tb  March,  1830. 
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THE  NETHERLANDS. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


PRICES 

(0«ity  fiiM). 
T.  ken  abotit  ibc  middle  of  racla  Yr«r. 


In  Fnflbh  M*M.«)r, 
l»er  EogtUll  1^ 


d. 


In  l>iitch  Money, 
per  I  NetbrrUuMl  lb. 


Black,  1 1  to 51  fttj'Ten,  p«r })  i 

N.  lb.  (low  Boliea  to  fin*  (  Black,  0  10     to  3  10 

Souchong), . . ,        )  I 

mon  Skin  to  fine  Hyioo)/!^'^'*     9    to  5  7| 

Black,  10  to  50  tiiven Black,  0     9    to  3  9 

Green,  16  to  56    —    Green,!     2|  to  4  2| 


Black,  10  to  42    —    Black,  0  9  to  3  2 

I 

.  .Gnon,  1  3  to  4  0 

Black,  0  9  to  3  0 

Green,  1  2|  to  3  2 


Bobea  and  low  ^       Ifibs 
l/Congo,  19  guHder»>  penny  per 
WlOON.Tb....  )  Eng.  lb. 


r- 


r     ifdtrecf ,  in  whole  Car^  on  : 
Bobea  and  low  1      Ifths 
Coogo,  1 8  guildert,  J     penny 
All  other  torts,  I  «  ^^ 
34guUd« |3P««». 

Imdiweett amdm broken  Cargoei: 


Black,  16  to  48  — 

Green,  22  to  56  — 

Black,   15  to  42  — 

Green,  25  to  51  — 

V  Black,  16  to  45  — 

/  Gr»?n,  27  to  50  — 

Black,  1 6  to  55  — 

Green,  28  to  50  — 

Black,  10  to  45  — 

Green,  19  to  46  — 


Black,  10  to  40     — 
Green,  18  to  48     — 


n,  I  o     to  4  jf 

k,  1  li  to  3  2 

n,  1  10|  to  3  10 

k,  1  2}  to  3  4| 


Bohf  and  low  )  ^ 
Congou  27  guildersS  ^  P*"**' 

AM  other  ^tu,  )     4  ftha 
bSl  giiildcn.  ••....  y     pence.  ^ 


Black,     9  to  45  — 

Green,  15  to  42  ~ 

Black,  10  to  48  — 

Green,  17  to  50  — 


Black,  1  2)  to  3  7 

Green,  1  8     to  4  3{ 

Black,  1  '  ' 
Green, 
Black, 

'Green,  1  11'  to  3  9' 

Black,  1  2)  to  4  1) 

Green,  2  1     to  3  9 

BUck,  0  9    to  3  4| 

Green,  1  5     to  3  5) 


Black,  0  9    to  3  0 

Green,  1  4     to  3  7 

Black,  0  8    to  3  4| 

Green,  1  1)  to  3  2 

BUek,  0  9    to  3  7 

Green,  1  3    to  3  9 


M  JL^Fran  ^  to  j^  of  a  penny  roiut  be  added  to  the  fortgoing  tpecific  dutiee  oo  tc«, 
ftriiitjKiMra/  augmentation  on  the  duUet  of  all  good*,  which  varies  rrom  year  to  year,  and 
kM  ftuctnatcd  between  13  and  15  per  cent.  H.  W.  MAirtMuN. 


23Mar.  IB30. 
il,U^Ma$Urton» 


EVIDENCK  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS  : 

S5S3a,  What  is  the  population  of  the  Netherlands  ? — Six  i 
lions ;  two  millions  for  Hollaud,  and  four  millions  for  Belgium. 

3531a.  Do  the  Belgians  consume  much  tea? — Comparatively 
with  the  Dutch,  very  little, 

3535fl.  Is  any  part  of  the  tea  brought  into  Holland  exported? 
— A  portion  is  exported,  but  a  very  small  one,  as  Hamburgh 
crompetes  with  Holland  m  the  exportatioii  to  the  interior  of 
Germany,  Some  portion  of  lea  goes  from  Holland  even  as  far 
as  Poland;  it  h  supposed  with  the  intention  of  smuggling  it  into 
Ryssia. 

3536rt,  Does  any  of  it  Bnd  its  way  up  the  Rhine? — Yes,  some 
green  tea  to  Germany,  and  some  black  tea  to  Poland,  for  the 
purpose  I  have  mentioned* 

35S7«*  Do  the  Dutch  consume  more  black  or  more  green 
tea  ? — The  Dutch  consume  more  black  than  green  teas-  Some 
provinces,  Friesland  for  example,  more  green  than  black.  Bra- 
bant, which  13  supplied  from  Holland,  as  it  imports  very  bttle 
tea,  takes  chiefly  green  tea  from  Holland*  Some  very  fine 
hyson  and  gunpowder  tea  is  supposed  to  find  a  particular  dc^ 
tnand,  at  present,  in  Holland  for  Brabant j  for  the  consumption 
of  the  numerous  English  settlers  in  Brussels  and  that  quarter, 
who  take  the  higher-priced  teas. 

S538a*  Has  the  consumption  of  teas  in  Holland  been  increas- 
ing since  1618? — It  has  been  stationary;  it  is  supposed  to  be 
about  2,400,000  pounds  Dutch,  about  2,700,000  pounds  Eng- 
lish* The  consumption  is  supposed  to  be  about  40,000  chests: 
the  importation  is  about  4-1^000  chests* 

3539a.  Can  you  describe  the  quality  of  the  tea  consumed  in 
Holland? — From  my  own  knowledgCj  I  will  not  take  upon 
myself  to  speak  of  tlie  quality  of  tea.  I  have  brought  with  rae 
samples  of  a  cargo  of  tea  which  is  now  selling  at  Amsterdam, 
and  which  is  considered  by  the  trade  in  Holland  as  a  good  cargo, 
and  may  be  considered  a  fair  bpecimen  of  tea  exported  from 
China  by  foreigners ;  these  samples  are  of  tea  which  will  have 
been  sold  on  the  17th  instant* 

[T//e  mlness  produced  the  samc.^ 

3540a.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  that  is  the 
same  quality  or  tnferor  in  quality  to  that  which  is  consumed  In 
England? — From  my  own  knowledge  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak: 
but  I  have  a  case  in  point,  of  a  person  in  Holland  having  re- 
quired some  tea,  about  a  year  since,  of  a  particular  qualitVt 
good  souchong,  which  was  not  at  that  time  to  be  obtained  in 
Holland.  He  sent  a  sample  of  what  he  required  to  a  merchant 
in  England.  1  have  the  letter  with  me  which  he  received  in 
reply,  and  I  will  produce  it;  It  is  dated  London,  the  2d  of 
May  1829,  and  it  is  as  follows:^—**  My  broker  has  just  tasted 
the  sample  of  tea  referred  to  in  yours  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
and  pronounces  it  superior  to  any  we  have  here  at  the  presenf 
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mMneiit  Sk>me  eqdaY  to  itmay  tifnvt  by  the  ships  daily  expected ;  23  Mar.  IH30. 

and  if  io»  be  will  report  to  me,  and  it  shall  be  commuDicated  to        ^ 

joiif  and  for  that  purpose  the  remainder  of  your  sample  will  be  ^^*  ^''^lutermmt 
relafoed  :  it  woula  be  worth  here,  I  mean  as  a  legal  importation,  ^' 

4f*  2<£.  to  4#.  4</.  per  lb.**  The  grocer  s  shop  price  for  that  tea  in 
Rotterdam  was  42  stivers,  duty  of  3}  stivers  paid ;  or  at  the  rate 
of  2f.  10^.  per  English  pounds  duty  off. 

S541a.  Was  there  much  of  that  tea,  a  sample  of  which  was 
sent  to  this  (knintry,  in  Holland  ? — There  was  nOne  of  it.  I  pre- 
aume  that  the  person  in  question  had  five  or  six  quarter-chests  ot 
ft,  a  portion  of  a  parcel  he  had  bought  from  the  cargo  of  tlie 
American  ship  Washington. 

354>2j.  Was  it  select  tea  ? — I  know  nothing  of  it  further  than 
that  he  had  bought  some  of  the  tea,  and  wanted  some  more. 

S543a.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  it  arose  from  the  teas 
m  England  being  two  years  old  that  the  dealer  of  Rotterdam 
tiwld  not  obtain  tea  of  a  similar  quality  to  the  sample  he  sent 
over?— I  never  heard  any  detail  further  than  this  letter  exhibits, 
wliiGli  he  piit  into  my  hands  at  the  time. 

.  telte;  Do  yoci  mean  to  state,  that  it  is  the  course  of  trade 
lir  nMMltaiitsin  Holland  to  send  for  tea  to  England  in  that  way  ? 
-^MOy'it  i^  quite  an  uncommon  thing  ;  I  never  lieard  of  such  a 
Ate  beftm.  It  was  the  grocer^s  own  idea  that  he  could  get  the 
nVM  wmnted  in  that  way. 

iSKa,  Do  you  mean  to  say  4«.  4</.  is  the  average  price  of 
loadiong  at'  the  Company's  sales  ? — No,  it  was  a  particularly 
ttiod  quality.  The  letter  states  that  there  was  no  quality  so  good 
B^M  at  th^  tiQie,  but  that  the  price  would  be  4^.  id.  for  that 
qaality,  the  price  of  which  was  42  stivers  in  Holland. 

S54da.  Is  not  the  souchong  a  black  tea? — It  is. 

$547a.  I^  that  of  the  highest  quality  ? — It  is  not  the  highest 
priced  in  Holland  :  we  have  souchong  in  Holland  as  high  as  56 
stivers,  but  there  was  none  of  that  particular  description  in  the 
narket. 

S54Sa.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of  the  relative 
prices  of  tea  in  England  and  Holland  ?—  I  can  give  no  better 
idea  of  the  rehitive  prices  than  by  this  instance;  the  prices  in 
^' table  I  have  delivered  in  show  that  tea  has  been  very  sta- 
tionary in  value ;  there  has  been  very  little  fluctuation  lor  ten 
feift ;  8ttf.  has  been  the  lowest  price,  and  lOd.  the  highest  for 
thelbwest  quality  of  bohea;  this  is  the  wholesale  price,  duty 
paid. 

&l9d.  HaVie  you  any  account  of  all  the  descriptions  of  teas  ? 
<^0  make  up  the  table  I  have  delivered  in,  I  have  taken 
ttfefc  descriptions  of  black  tea,  bohea,  congo,  and  souchong ; 
ttiA  two  descriptions  of  green,  hyson-skin  and  hyson.  The 
prices  have  varied  during  twelve  years,  for  black  tea,  from  bohea 

3n 
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23  Mar,  1830,  to  the  best  »oucbong,  as  follows  ;  the  lowest  rates  have  been 
from  Sd,  to  ItM.,  and  the  highest  from  Si,4fkd.  to4i,  \hd* 

Msq,  3550a,  Then  the  fluctuation  has  been  for  the  lowest  quality 

from  Sd.  to  lOrf.,  and  for  the  best  qualily  from  35.  4W.  to  A-s,  lid^f 
— Yes,  tliat  has  been  the  greatest  nyctuation  in  twelve  years.  The 
lowest  price  I  find  of  hyson  skin  h  Ij*  8^,,  duty  paid  ;  and  the 
highest  price  for  that  lowest  quahty  of  green  seems  to  be  2*.  l(f., 
and  the  highest  for  the  best  equality  5^.  7^. 

355  la.  Is  the  bohea  the  lowest  description  of  tea  ? — ^It  is. 

3552^1.  Is  the  best  of  the  bohea  eqyal  to  any  description  of 
Congo,  or  not  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is, 

3553a.  The  cotigo  is  the  next  quality ;  is  any  of  thai  equal  to 
souchong  ? — No  ;  at  least  the  prices  indicate  so, 

3554rt.  Can  you  state  the  price  of  tea  sold  retail  in  Holland* 
and  compare  that  with  tlie  price  of  tea  sold  wholesale  ? — ^The 
retail  prices,  as  compared  with  the  wholesale  prices  in  Holland, 
show  a  very  great  difference  in  the  low  qualities,  but  in  the 
higher  qualities  the  retail  prices  difter  but  little  from  the  whole- 
sale prices.  In  the  lower  qualities,  of  course,  the  shopkeeper, 
whose  profits  are  very  great,  is  obliged  to  allow  of  its  being 
apparent  than  he  is  making  50  per  cent*  profit,  because  he  can 
mix  no  tea  of  an  inferior  price  with  that  which  is  of  the  Ion 
quality  ;  but  in  the  higher  price  of  tea,  he  invariably  i 
nearly  the  prices  which  he  buys  at  wholesale,  because  he  i 
inferior  teas  with  those  superior  qualities,  and  because  he  has  a 
considerable  profit  in  the  allowance  of  draft  and  tare  upon  the 
purchase  of  them ;  but  bohea  tea,  of  which  the  prices  are  at  8d. 
and  lOrA  wholesale,  is  about  16  stivers  a  pound  retail,  Ij,  ~"  ' 
per  EngUsli  pound. 

3555^.  Have  you  any  information  with  respect  to  the 
portion  which  the  retail  price  in  Holland  bears  to  the  whole 
price  in  England  ? — ^The  letter  I  have  produced  states  42  slT 
to  be  the  retail  price  in  Holland  of  tea,  wlvich  was  sti 
to  be  worth  5Qd»  English  wholesale.  Now,  the  diiference  hc^ 
tween  50d.  per  pound,  the  English  wholesale  price,  and  42 
stivers,  the  Dutch  retail  price,  is  equal  to  32  per  cent, 

3556a.  Does  either  of  the  prices  you  have  stated  include  thfi 
duty  ? — I  have  left  out  the  amount  of  duty  in  both  cases ;  the 
retail  dealer's  profits  are  included  in  the  Dutc!i  price. 

3557a.  Are  the  prices  you  have  named  as  existing  at  Rotter- 
dam the  wholesale  prices,  including  the  profit  of  the  retail 
dealer  ? — For  a  single  quarter-chest. 

3558a.  And  the  prices  in  this  country  are  the  whole<ale 
prices  OS  they  exist  at  the  India-House  for  large  quantities  ? — 
For  a  lot,  I  presume.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  previous  cor^ 
respondence  that  passed  between  the  parties  in  this  case  i  but  a 
few  chests  only  could  have  been  wanted. 
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S5S9a.  Yoo  have  stated  the  duty  to  be  from  five-eighths  of  a  23  M«r.  18:to. 

penny  to  4<i.  and  five-eighths  ;  and  in  the  wholesale  price  you         

nsve  given  of  the  different  qualities  of  tea,  you  have  reckoned  ^^•'^•^*^*'*"» 
the  duty  paid  :  can  you  state  what  difference  it  would  have  ^' 

■Hide  if  you  bad  taken  off  the  duty  in  those  different  cases  ? — It 
ii  matter  of  calcuUtion  and  could  be  easily  ascertained,  as  it 
~  I  upon  the  quality  of  the  several  sorts  of  tea. 


S560a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  in  calculating 
the  price,  including  the  duty,  you  are  to  deduct  five-eighths  of  a 
penny  firom  the  lowest  quality,  and  4fd,  and  five-eighths  from 
the  bighett?- You  may  take  it  as  a  general  rule  to  deduct  4J. 
and  five-e^ths  from  the  highest  quality  without  exception ;  but 
the  duties  upon  the  lower  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  impor- 
tation, wbetoer  by  Dutch  or  foreign  vessels. 

8561a.  Can  you  describe  the  character  and  constitution  of  the 
tnding  company  in  Holland  ? — The  company  was  established  in 
1824,  for  trade  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  with  a  view  to  promote 
dw  tnideof  the  country  generally,  and  Netherland  manufactures 
particularlv.  The  capital  originally  amounted  to  87,000,000 
goiklert,  that  is,  about  £8,000,000  sterling ;  it  has  been  reduced 
te  27,000,000  guilders. 

9562a.  Has  that  reduction  been  occasioned  by  losses  in 
tmde? — I  believe  it  has  been  reduced  by  losses  considerably 
more  than  that ;  but  they  have  reduced  their  nominal  capital 
to  that  extent,  by  buying  up  some  of  their  bonds  in  the 
tnarirpt* 

8568a.  Do  they  trade  very  extensively  ? — They  commenced 
tnding  to  all  parts  of  the  world ;  but  they  have  found  it  unpro- 
fitable in  most  branches,  and  they  have  restricted  themselves  to 
a  few  at  present. 

S564a«  Has  their  trade  in  t^  been  a  losing  or  a  ^inful  con- 
cern ?— It  has  been  a  favourite  object,  particularly  with  the  King 
of  the  Netheriands,  that  the  Dutch  should  import  teas  them- 
sehres  under  the  Dutch  flag,  and  with  that  view  they  have  perse- 
vered in  the  trade.  Since  1825  they  have  imported  about 
100,000  quarter-chests,  and  they  are  understood  to  have  lost 
about  25  tonnes  of  guilders  by  it ;  that  is,  about  £200,000  in  the 
tea-trade. 

8565a.  How  much  per  cent,  is  that  upon  the  capital  employed  ? 
^To  answer  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  what  the 
100,000  chests  cost.  Suppose  we  took  it  at  SO  stivers  per  pound 

So  the  average,  it  would  bring  the  value  to  £800,000,  and 
loss  would  be  about  25  per  cent,  upon  the  trade  with  China. 
In  this  year  (1880)  they  send  no  ships  to  China;  and  it  is 
leneraDy  understood  in  Holland  that  they  will  be  guided  in  doing 
10  again  or  not  by  the  decision  which  England  may  come  to 
with  respect  to  English  merchants  being  permitted  to  interfere 
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B3  Mir.  ie.iO.  iQ  tbe  trade  to  HolbDd  in  tea.     In  the  event  of  their  bdng 
f  tMf^  *F  '         ^^  permitted,  it  is  said  the  company  will  not  persist  in  it. 
£iq,  S566<i.  Supposing  the  tea-trade  to  be  tfirown  open  to  English 

merchants*  do  you  imagine  that  the  Dutch  company  will  con- 
tinue the  trade  or  not  ? — It  is  reported  by  persons  who  &tatetbat 
they  have  it  from  the  Directors  themselves,  that  the  company  aie 
induced  to  lie  by  this  year,  to  see  what  is  the  result  of  die  present 
inquiry  here;  that  they  have  struggled  to  great  disadvantage 
against  the  Americans,  but  that  In  the  event  of  British  mercliants 
being  enabled  to  enter  on  the  trade,  they  will  give  up  ai)  hopes 
of  continuing  it. 

3567a.  Is  it  understood  what  are  the  grounds  on  which 
that  disadvantage  exbts  of  carrying  on  the  trade  in  Holland? — 

It  is  understood  in  Holland  t^  be  caused  by  their  having  nothing 
of  any  value  to  export  to  China, 

3568a.  Is  it  conceived^  then,  that  the  result  of  an  open  trade 
between  England  and  China  *onld  be  to  lower  the  price  of  leas 
in  Europe  ? — It  is  no  doubt  the  opinion  in  Holland  that  aa  tllfi 
company  cannot  compete  with  the  Americans^  uho  have  a  free 
trade,  they  would  be  stilt  less  able  to  do  so  with  the  English, 
who  probably,  for  the  sake  of  merely  obtaining  remittance^  for 
their  exports  from  Hindoostan  to  China,  if  not  for  their  enpor- 
tations,  manufacturers  from  England  would  be  able  considerably 
to  undersell  the  Americau^.  1  he  Dutch,  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chants of  other  nations,  have  latterly  given  up  the  hop^  of 
importing  teas  or  colonial  produce  to  any  profit  upon  the  cost 
prices,  and  are  aware  that  they  can  merely  import  to  advantage 
as  remittances  for  export^- 

3569(1,  Is  not  the  Dutch  Company  limited  in  its  cxportationB 
to  the  manufactures  of  Belgium  ? — They  have  exported  from 
Holland  very  little  latter!  v  to  China*  and  hardly  any  Neth«?rland 
manufactures  ;  they  have  even  sent  iicc  to  China  from  Java, 
With  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  I  will  read  an  extract 
fipom  a  discourse  of  M.  Schimmelpcnnick,  the  president  of  the 
Dutch  Trading  Company,  In  addressing  the  Commissi  oners  m 
June  1628,  he  says  :  **  Le  r6sultat  de  nos  expeditions  pour 
Canton  en  1826,  qui  ont  ete  r^alis^es  en  parti  durant  le  coure 
deTann^e  18S7,  vous  sera  detaitle  dans  le^  pidces  jointes  au 
bilan.  Vous  y  observerez,  Messieurs,  cjue,  quoique  ces  demieres 
expeditions  se  soient  lis^ee  avec  beaucoun  moins  dc  perie  que 
les  pr^cedentes,  ce  commerce,  e;i  particmierement  enjoiot  a  U 
direction,  ku  a  de  nouveau  coutedes  sacrifices  trop  grands  pour. 
qu*a  la  lougue,  ellc  puisse  se  trouver  autorisee  a  y  expo£cr  la 
society." 

3570a.  Are  not  the  Dutch  Co nipany  obliged  to  export  Delgiia 
manufactures? — It  has  been  jtroposed  to  them,  as  I  under- 
standi  to  follow  the  American  plan,  and  to  export  Engiiih 
manufactures  ;  but  they  arc  not  able,  by  the  constilutioii  of  their 


SELECT  COMAflXTEE  ojr  the  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  4Stf 

fs^aUialwieitt,  t^  dp  sq;  ibey  are  r^HrioCed  to  their  oim  omou-  23  M«r.  1830. 

m  -i-Tri  jr  l/k»iarM«. 

SOTltf.  fiupfMMing  Ihey  were  allowed  to  export  British  onuiu-  StqT^ 

fiicturM  to  Quoa,  do  you  not  conceive  that  they  might  carry  oa 
Ifae  China  trade  with  a  greater  praapect  of  advantage  than  they 
cab  do  DOWt  heing  restricted  to  the  export  of  Belgian  manu&c- 
tam  7-^Tb6K  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  it,  since  the  Araericans 
cany  on  the  trade ;  and  ii  is  understood  in  Holland  that  the 
Amflricaas  are  only  enabled  to  bring  tea  to  Holland  at  the 
Mient  prices,  by  the  manufactures  the?  import  to  China, 
xhe  Dutch  are  aware  that  the  English,  of  course,  could 
eiport  their  owe  manufactures  to  as  great  advantage  as 
the  AaaiericaDs;  but  they  suppose,  also,  that  maay  of  the 
EagUrii  East^India  houses  have  great  funds  always  lying  at 
Canton,  for  which  they  are  anxious  to  find  remittances,  and  are 
heedless  whether  the  goods  they  invest  them  in  s^U  for  cost-price 
pr  out,  so  long  as  they  got  a  good  refum  of  the  profits  already 
le^i^ed  by  their  Indian  trade  to  China,  which  the  funds  lying 
th^  represent;  upon  which  principle  trade,  in  all  colonial 
produce,  has  been  carrying  on  for  a  considerable  time* 

S67^.  Would  the  English  merchants  have  a  considerable 
l^vantpga  in  carryii^  on  that  tradie,  inasmuch  as  It  is  England 
which  produces  the  article  most  in  requisition  in  the  China 
Haiketr — ^It  is  tinderstood  so  in  Holland;  and  that  tliey  have 
that  farther  advantage  in  the  exports  of  raw  cotton  and  other 
goods  that  go  to  China  from  Hindoostan. 

3578tf.  Are  the  Dutch  Trading  Company  prohibited  from 
lending  mi^nufactures  of  other  countries  besides  England  ?-— 
They  are ;  the  society  was  established  for  the  encouragement  of 
Dutch  trade  and  manufactures. 

.  Bo74a.  Supposing  the  trade  between  Ei^gland  and  C-hina  to  be 
thrown  open,  are  you  not  of  opinion  that  a  considerable  pro- 
portion ot  the  whole  tea  trade  of  the  world  would  centre  in  Eng- 
yijld  ?— My  own  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  most  people  m 
Holland  is,  that  if  the  Dutch  government  were  not  excited  by 
any  particular  jealousy  of  England ;  that  is,  if  they  allowed  the 
jEpg^A  to  remain  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  Americans  now 
are,  that  both  the  Americans  and  the  Dutch  would  cease  to 
upply  Holland  with  tea«  and  the  whole  supply  of  Holland| 
whatever  that  is,  would  be  furnished  by  British  merchants. 

8575a«  8)ioukl  you  not  say  that  the  chief  supply  of  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  would  go  through  this  country  ?— I  should 
suppose  so, 

Sd7€ki«  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  probable  that  any  portion 
ef  the  tea  consumed  in  the  United  States  of  America  would, 
ander  tboee  circumstances,  be  first  sent  to  this  country  t-^^l 
should  not  wish  to  give  an  opinion  upon  that.  I  have  no  suffi* 
iitntii|fiirrrT|f'.fin  upon  that  subject. 
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t:i  Mar.  1830.       3577fl.  Are  there  any  private  merchants  carrying  on  the  tea 
H  IV^  A/i?r       trade  in  Holland  at  this  moment  ? — The  history  of  the  tea  trade 
Efq.  it^  Holland,  since  the  expulsion  of  the  French  in  1814,  is  as  fol- 

lows :  In  IB15  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  was  granted  to  a 
Dutch  company,  "  to  prevent^''  as  the  preamble  of  the  royal 
decree  stated,  *' the  trade  falling  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,** 
in  1817  that  company  was  dissolved.  In  1818,  when  the  table 
I  have  given  in  commences,  the  Americans  took  the  lead  in  the 
trade.  In  1822  an  alteration  in  the  duty  was  made,  to  favour 
the  importation  by  national  vessels.  In  182»>  the  Trading  Com« 
pany  entered  on  it ;  and  in  1826  Dutch  importations  again 
became  considerable,  but  were  still  unprofitable,  and  were  again 
abandoned  by  private  Dutch  merchants,  but  have  been  conti- 
nued by  tlie  Company  till  now,  when  the  Dutch  altogether  have 
abandoned  it. 

S578f^  Are  you  aware  of  a  large  quantity  of  tea  being  pur- 
chased at  the  East-India  House  in  London,  and  exported  to 
Holland  in  the  year  1814? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  it.  I  was 
not  in  Holland  at  that  time;  I  went  there  first  in  1815. 

3579fl.  Do  not  the  Dutch  Company  at  the  present  moment 
pay  very  large  freights? — The  last  freights  of  the  Dutch  Com- 
pany were  310  guilders  per  last  of  21  quarter-chests,  and  15 
per  cent  primage ;  that  would  amount,  at  66  English  pounds 
per  quarter-chest,  to  about  hd.  per  pound  English,  but  it  h 
subject  to  the  deduction  ofany  outward  freights  they  can  make 
for  the  ships. 

3580fl.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  expense  of  navigating  their 
ships,  as  compared  with  ours  ? — I  have  no  means  at  hand  of 
establishing  an  accurate  comparison^ 

3581a*  Supposing  the    Dutch   Company  to  carry   on   that 

trade,  and  not  to  have  manufactures  that  they  can  export, 
would  not  almost  the  whole  of  the  freight  fall  upon  the  tea  ? — 
Clearly. 

3582a.  In  the  case  of  a  trade  carried  on  by  private  indi- 
viduals, is  it  or  not  the  fact  that  at  the  present  moment  a  great 
portion  of  the  freight  upon  im  article  imported,  such  as  tea* 
would  fall  upon  the  manufactured  goods  which  were  exported 
from  the  country  into  which  the  tea  was  to  be  imported  ? — 
Undoubtedly  the  manufactured  and  exported  article  must  yield 
profits  sufficiently  large  to  pay  the  freight  charges,  and  the 
difference  between  the  cost  price  and  the  selling  price  of  the 
article,  which  appears  to  be  the  case  by  the  American  trade* 

3583a,  So  that  the  tea  imported  under  those  circumstances 
would  only  be  a  means  of  remittance? — A  means  of  realiiEtng  the 
pro^t  to  be  made  upon  exports,  which  is  the  case  at  present. 
and  has  been  the  caf^e  for  some  time  past,  with  coffee  and  almost 
every  other  imported  article, 

3584fl.  How  many  months'  consumption  of  tea  Is  there  com* 
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monly  in  HoUand? — Never  more  than  a  year's.    At  this  moment  23  Blar.  1830. 
we  have  probablj^*   of  stocks  opeuly  known,  three-quarters  of  a        ^•~' 
year's  coDSimption ;  but   there  are  many  private  speculators  ^' ''•™*^'^**"' 
who  hold  old  teat,  which  may   complete  the  stock  to  a  year's  ^' 

coDsumpdon.     The   Americans  never  hold  stocks.      There  is 
not  lySOO  quarter-chests  of  American  tea  in  Holland. 

3585a.  Is  not  the  fresh  tea  better  than  that  which  has  been 
kept  for  tome  time? — So  much  so,  that  the  American  cargoes 
that  come  indirectly  from  America*  are  on  that  account  not  of 
to  current  sale  as  those  imported  direct  from  China. 

S586a.  Have  vou  ever  heard  of  any  tea  grown  in  the  Brazils 
being  told  in  the  Dutch  market  ? — I  never  heard  of  any  being 
told  in  the  Dutch  market ;  but  I  have  had  it  reported  to  me  by 
a  broker,  that  he  had  seen  black  tea  grown  in  the  Brazils,  which 
was  equal  in  flavour  to  any  that  came  from  China.  The  tea- 
tatter  of  the  Dutch  Trading  Company  at  Canton  was  employed 
to  examine  the  tea  attempted  to  be  cultivated  in  Java,  and  he 
found  it  to  be  worthless,  and  the  gardens  were  rooted  up ;  but 
the  broker  alluded  to  reported  to  me,  that  the  sample  sent  to  him 
of  the  tea  growing  in  the  Brazils  was  excellent,  and  he  wished 
through  me  to  get  information  relative  to  the  further  cultivation 
of  thittea,  but  I  have  had  no  means  of  informing  myself  further 
on  the  subject. 

3587a.  Is  not  it  cultivated  by  Chinese  in  both  places? — I 
presume  it  is. 

3588a.  Do  you  know  whether  it  Is  cultivated  to  any  large 
extent  in  the  Brazils  ? — I  do  not  know. 

3589a.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  tea  brought  to  Russia? 
— The  house  I  belong  to  was  induced  to  order  samples  of  tea 
from  Moscow,  a  twelvemonth  ago,  with  a  view  of  seeing  whether 
it  would  answer  in  Holland ;  but  the  teas  which  were  sent  fVom 
Moscow  appeared  to  be  of  a  different  growth,  and  different 
quality  entirely  from  the  teas  we  are  used  to  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  were  not  at  all  suited  to  the  Dutch  taste. 

3590a.  Do  you  know  what  part  of  China  it  came  from? — 
No ;  but  I  should  presume,  from  the  geographical  position  of 
Ruttia,  that  it  came  from  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
Chinese  empire  to  that  from  which  we  obtain  our  supply.  We 
obtained  from  a  correspondent  at  Moscow  the  samples  in 
question,  and  the  tea  was  very  fine  to  look  at,  but  it  had  a 
totidly  different  taste  to  what  we  are  used  to. 

3591a.  Do  you  conceive  that  that  tea  is  suited  to  tlie 
European  consumption  ? — It  would  not  do  for  us  at  all  in  Hol- 
land, and  certainly  our  tea  is  much  the  same  as  yours. 

3592a.  Does  not  the  difficulty  in  supplying  an  outward  cargo 
from  Holland  materially  enhance  the  price  of  importation  ?— 
Certainly. 
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SB9Sa.  Would  not  the  economy  arising  from  the  existence  of 
a  Facility  in  supplying  an  outward  car^o  reduce,  m  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  the  expense  of  importing  tea? — -Certainly, 

3394a.  Are  dollars  easily  procurable  in  Holland? — Without 
difficulty ;  but  generally  from  England.  Wben  we  have  harf 
occasion  to  send  out  dollars  we  have  procured  them  from  England. 

3595fl,  In  what  proportion  do  dollars  supply  the  means  of 
importation  for  tea  ?-^The  greater  part,  when  the  trade  was  in 
the  hands  of  private  merchants ;  as  to  the  Company,  I  cantiot  say, 

3596fl.  Are  you  able  to  form  a  comparison  between  the  rate 
of  Dutch  freight  and  the  rate  of  American  freight  ? — I  am  not 
able  to  speak  of  it  from  my  own  knowledge,  bnt  I  believe  it  Id 
be  much  lower  than  the  Dutch;  the  general  impression  id,  that 
it  m  much  lower. 

3597a>  What  sized  ships  do  the  Dutch  employ  generally  ?— 
Generally  vessels  from  400  to  500  tons. 

3598rt,  Are  they,  in  your  estimation,  preferable  to  Uie  lat^t 
class  of  vessels  of  1200  tons,  used  by  this  country?^!  CBxiuot 
say»  from  my  own  knowledge ;  but  the  Dutch  use  the  ftoudler 
vessels  because  the  larger  are  not  suited  to  their  rivers. 

3699^.  What  crew  would  a  400-ton  Dutch  vessel  be  manned 

by  ?  — Twenty  or  twenty -two. 

3600fl.  Do  you  know  the  rate  of  insurance  out  and  home  ? — 
It  is  principally  done  here*  I  believe  it  has  been  rather  high, 
the  Dutch  Indiamen  having  hod  a  bad  character ;  the  Englbh 
underwriters  have  suffered  by  them. 

3601«2.  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  of  insurance  has  been? 
— ^Six  guineas,  I  believe. 

3602^.  Are  they  armed  vessels  ?— No. 

3603a.  How  do  you  account  for  the  diminution  that  ha* 
taken  place  in  the  importation  into  ihe  Netherlands  since  1818, 
as  it  appears  that  in  tlie  year  1818  it  was  about  90,000  quarter* 
chests,  and  the  importation  then  was  considerably  larger  ihftn 
it  has  been  subsequently  ?  — If  they  had  gone  on  importing  at 
that  rate,  of  90,000  chests  in  a  year,  it  is  evident  that  they 
should  have  had  too  great  a  slocL  The  import  on  the  whole 
has  been  so  as  to  leave  on  an  average  of  ihe  laijt  twelve  yeara^ 
not  more  than  a  single  year's  stock;  but  if  it  had  been  ^ing  on 
at  the  high  rate  at  which  il  was  in  1818,  when  the  Americans 
imported  53,000  quarter- chests,  we  shoukl  have  had  much  loo 
large  a  supply. 

3604r?,  Does  the  Dutch  Trading  Company  pogsese  exclusive 
privileges? — The  principle  upon  which  it  originally  went  wiw 
that  of  possessing  exclusive  privileges.  The  establishment  of 
a  company  of  that  kind  would  hate  been  offensive  to  people 
whose  predilection K,  the  result  of  ancient  habits,  were  all  ia 
favour  of  a  free  trade. 
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3,  Do  not  they  recetre  tome  tea  frora  this  countrj  in  23  Mmr.  ia34}. 
Holbad  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it.  .^  "11" 

3606a,  Are  you  aware  whether  there  is  any  smuggling  of  tea  i.jy. 

from  Holland  to  tliti  country?— I  should  think  not;  for  tliU 
retaon  :  I  presume  that  the  meaauret  taken  on  thiM  &ide  are  too 
elective  to  admit  of  it ;  and  we  obcerve*  on  our  side,  that  the 
■muggUng  towns  of  Terveer  and  Flushing  are  going  to  decay, 
and  thai  amuggling  to  England  in  all  articles  seems  to  be  falling 

On* 

S607a.  Can  you  state  whether  the  stock  of  the  Dutch  Com* 
pany  was  at  any  time  at  a  premium  ? — It  was,  soon  after  its 
establishment,  at  105.  It  opened  at  100  ;  and  it  has  been  down 
to  79  at  the  lowest.     It  is  now  about  9^. 

Hi60Sa.  Is  it  conceived,  amongst  tlie  merchants  in  Holland, 
Hk  a  company  so  established  is  the  best  metuiB  by  which 
trade  can  be  carried  on  ? — The  establishment  of  the  company 
altMether  is  offensive  almost  to  the  whole  of  the  people  in 
Homnd.  They  were  led  to  suppose  that  their  manufactures 
would  flourish  with  the  f;upport  of  that  company:  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  company  have  been  jible  to  force  their 
OMnufactures  into  use  abroad ;  and  they  have  lost  a  very  CXM* 
iiderable  sum,  the  amount  of  which  remains  yet  to  be  known; 
The  dividend  ur  interest  does  not  afford  any  criterion  of  it  t 
that  has  been  always  the  saaie»  and  it  is  guaranteed  by  the  King. 

d609a.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  operations  of  that  com^ 
pany  have  interfered  with  the  regular  trade  of  Holland?— It  b 
conaidered  nearly  to  have  ruined  the  trade  in  almost  every 
branch  it  has  meddled  with. 

d6I(\i«  Do  you  consider  that  the  operations  of  such  a  company 
are,  upon  general  principles^  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  con- 
duct of  mercantile  trani^actioni  ? — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  mcr- 
dmita  of  Holland,  generally,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  cont- 
fny  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  benehts  they  could  receive; 
and  na  the  company  is  dauy  tuffertng  great  losses,  hopes  are 
eaiertniiied*  even  by  those  who  are  shareholders,  that  it  will 
not  be  continued  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  originally 
^nd  tor  its  existence,  but  that  it  will  be  dissolved  earlier. 

^Pll  la.  Do  you  know  what  stmi  the  government  pays  to  make 

up  tl  it  ?^ — I  have  never  heard  it  mentioned,  and  I  believe 

it  lis  vn.    I  do  not  believe  there  are  any  means  of  asoer- 

tiiniug  it*  The  King  has  guaranteed  that  4^  pvr  cent  shall  be 
pud,  and  the  shareholders  are  secure  of  that  annuity ;  but  at 
tile  end  of  the  term  for  which  the  company  is  established,  it  ia 
fcsred  that  the  losses  will  have  absorbed  the  whole  capital. 

S6t2a.  How  old  is  that  guarantee?— The  original  guarantee 
nm  giren  in  It^  and  it  has  lieen  faithtiilly  fulhlled ;  btit  pri- 
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vllegea  are  given  to  the  cotnpany  which  were  never  antidpalei! 

^ in  the  first  instance*     The  goi^e rnment,  naturally,  to  reduce 

H.U Mauert&nt  |}^jg  outlay  of  inlereBt,  gives  advantages  to  the  c^ompany. 

3613a.  Is  not  the  deficit  made  good  out  of  the  King's  own 
private  funds? — His  Majesty  guarantees  it;  where  the  iiiQDey 
comes  from  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing. 

S6I40.  Does  it  appear  in  the  budget  in  Holland? — No, 

3615a,  Does  any  apprehension  exist  that  the  govemnient 
will  be  tired  of  making  up  this  deficit  ? — Great  hopes  of  it  are 
entertained ;  it  has  been  the  only  hope  that  the  general  trade 
has  entertained  for  a  long  time, 

3616a.  For  how  many  years  is  the  guarantee? — For  the 
whole  term,  I  believe^  twenty-four  or  twenty*five  years. 

3617a.  Is  not  the  King  a  large  shareholder  in  the  company? 
— He  is. 

3618a.  Have  this  company  any  terrkorial  revenue  to  back 
them  ? — Nothing  of  that  kind.  They  were  to  be  merely  upon 
the  fooling  of  ordinary  merchant*  ;  but  they  have  had  great 
advantages  given  to  them:  the  government  conee  has  been  given 
to  them  at  a  fixed  price,  which  price  was,  of  course,  intended 
to  be  very  advantageous  to  them ;  that  is,  tlie  coffee  which 
belongs  to  the  government  estates  in  Java. 

3619a.  Is  there  any  monopoly  in  coffee? — There  is  coffee 
which  is  deliverable  only  to  the  government  officers ;  and  insteaii 
of  selling  it  themselves  in  the  public  market,  they  give  it  to  the 
company  at  a  certain  price. 

3620a.  Is  there  any  law  or  regulation  in  Holland  to  prevent 
private  adventurers  sending  ships  to  China  and  receiving  back 
returns  ? — Not  any. 

362  la.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  whether  any  such  ad- 
ventures have  taken  place  ?— Frequently,  up  to  18^5:  I  think 
private  merchants  then  abandoned  the  trade  entirely.  The 
house  I  have  to  do  with  imported  a  cargo  in  1622. 

S622a.  What  was  the  general  result  of  tho«e  private  adven- 
tures ? — Loss* 

S623a.  To  what  extent?— I  cannot  say. 

3624a.  Was  it  25  per  cent.? — Judging  by  the  other  results 
alluded  to,  I  should  suppose  it  might  be.  Our  own  loss  was  not 
any  thing  like  that;  it  was  not  an  original  adventure  to  China* 
but  the  supercargo  took  the  ship  there.  The  teas  turned  oat 
pretty  well,  but  not  so  as  to  induce  us  to  go  out  again. 

3625a.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  such  trade  of 
private  adventurers  has  been  profitable  or  otherwise  ? — Certainly 
unprofitable. 

3626a.  What  are  the  exports  to  Java  P-^Wine,  Dutdi  claret, 
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»,  &c^  but  the  quanttttes  irifliDg.     It  i«  a  miflfortune  that  we 
have  wc^  Hitle  of  our  own  goods  to  export ;  a»d  if  there  were  not  ^  n-  MjMUrm9u 
\  lod^ort,  we  ihoutd  not  be  Me  to  find  any  freight  out-  £tf,       ~ 

j;  file  only  hope  for  tlie  Bhip-awner  it  to  get  a  hundred 
i  at  freight  for  a  vesael  to  Java* 
3&^a*  Is  there  any  regulation  in  Holland  which  would  pre* 
>  the  trade  to  China  being  carried  on  by  private  Dutch 
au  In  the  same  maDBtr  ai  it  it  oow  done  by  Americans  ; 
,  ii  to  say,  by  sending  their  shtpa  to  a  port  of  England, 
iing  them  with  British  manufactures^  and  carrying  them 
to   China? — There  is  none;  private  adventurert  might  do 
stt  undoubtedly. 

ntSa.  Can  you  state  why,  this  having  been  a  profitable  trade 

the  hands  of  the  Americans,  it  might  not  continue  to  be  so 

the  hands  of  the  Dutch? — It  might  undoubtedly  be  so,  I 

Duld  suppose.    It  is  a  singular  spectacle  to  see  the  Americans 

I  that  which  the  Dutch  have  the  same  means  of  doing»  if  they 

ad  the  tame  enterprize  and  ability  for  the  trade. 

3629a*  Do  you  not  conceive  that  the  Americans  succeed  in 

trwdt  from  their  being  able  to  buy   English  manufactures 

exportation  to  China,  and  that  the  Dutch  fail  because  they 

sve  not  permission  to  do  the  same? — I  certainly  conceive  ihat 

Americans  succeed  for  thai  reason,  when  put  into  compe- 

Utton  with   the   Dutch   company,   which  cannot  buy  En^liah 

aufactures;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Dutch  private 

venturers  should  not  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  same  way  as  tlie 

>  excepting  the  want  of  enterprise* 

S6SOIS.  Is  not  there   much  more  energy  in   the   American 
cter  than  in   the   Dutch  character  ?--I  believe  that  it  a 
Rhct  which  is  historically  recognized. 

$63ltf.  Whereas  the  Dutch  used  formerly  to  have  a  Urge 

of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world,  is  not  it  the  fact  at 

It  that  the  trade  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  £ng- 

t  and  the  Americans? — The  Dutch  trade  has  fallen  off  alto* 

;  gether. 

SGSta*  Is  it  considered  that  the  interference  of  the  King  of 
/ttie  Netherlands  as  a  private  merchant  is  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country  ?**lt  is  deprecated  by  the  whole 
^  nation. 

S69Sa.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  the  injury  which  lias  been 
rdoee  to  the  Dutch  trade  by  the  Dutch  Trading  Company  has 
been  in  consequence  of  their  great  command  of  capital,  or  in 
conaequence  of  tlieir  exclusive  privileges? — From  both;  from 
the  goremment  favouring  them,  giving  them  the  preference  of 
government  freights  and  the  preference  of  their  contracts,  and 
mm  their  great  command  of  capital,  coming  into  the  market 
•uch  large  quantities  of  goods»  with  sales,  for  instance,  of 
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23  Mnr,  1830.   100,000  bagg  of  coflbe  at  once,  and  telling  the  trade  thai  thefe., 

will  be  Buch  sales  at  regular  tiroes,  in  autumn  and  in  springs  ml 

^  ^-^f^ft^i  llyfil  the  private  merchantt  have  little  chance  with  the  buyen 

in   the  meantime,  and  the  company   also  trading   at  a  lou  to* 

themselves. 

3634(1,  Do  yon  conceive  that  regnlar  sales  of  that  descriptioni 
of  a  very  large  amount  of  goodsp  are  injurious  to  the  trading* 
concerns  of  the  country  in  that  particular  article? — It  hsU 
intcrfcnKi  with  the  private  trade  of  individual  merchant*  iofi 
Holland.  ^ 

^635a.  Does    not  such  a  system  tend»    at  one  periodt  t9| 

deprc&s  prices  unnaturally,  and  at  another  time   to  raise  them 
unnaturally  '^ — It  prevents  the  holders  of  small    quantities  of; 

I  property  from  making  sales  :  buyers  of  course  waiting  till  ihrf 
arger  quantities  come  into  the  market,  there  is  an  inactivity  ifd 
the  market  lill  the  larger  sales  come  on* 

3636«.  Has  it  a  tendency  to  derange  commercial  speculation^ 
— U  has  appeared  so  in  Holland. 

36S7a>  Do  the  Dutch  Company  sell  their  teas  by  auction?^* 
They  sell  thoir  teas  by  auction^  and  at  Bxed  period»,  as  tbey  dm 
other  goods,  in  spring  and  autumn;  their  spring  sale  is  now  taJcin^ 
place;  they  have  put  up  two  cargoes  this  spring,  17,000  quartern 
diests  three  or  four  days  ago.  < 

S63Biz.  Does  much  remain  unsold  at  those  auctions  ? — ^Gen^ 
rally  not ;  the  company  have  a  habit,  however,  of  buying  in. 
The  general  traders  would  prefer  that,  as  they  have  fixed  sale<r 
they  should  sell  outright  all  they  put  up ;  they  think  it  it 
more  injurious  for  them  to  sell  a  portion,  and  then  keep  back 
the  rest, 

3639a.  Is  there  any  fixed  rate  of  advance  in  the  bidding  at 

the  auction  ? — No. 

3G40(3.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  Netherlands  would  derive 
any  advantage,  if  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  lea  to 
that  country  were  given  to  the  Dutch  Company  P^They  would 
have  the  prices  considerably  augmented ;  it  would  be  of  advaa* 
tage  to  the  company  only. 

364*la.  Would  it  be  of  advantage  to  the  consumers  in  Holland? 
—Certainly  not.  They  get  it  cheaper  from  the  competition  oi 
the  Araencans  ;  and  they  imagine  that  they  would  gel  it 
cheaper  still  from  that  of  the  English,  on  account  of  the  fundi 
whicli  the  Englislk  have  lying  at  Canton^  seeking  remittances* 

3642a.  AMiat  is  the  nature  of  the  auction  in  Holland  by  whicli 
it  is  sold  ? — The  Trading  Company  sell  in  lots  of  twenty  quarter- 
chests, 

3643/z«  Is  the  bidding  by  the  fait  or  by  tlie  rise?— By  thence. 
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Trwling  Company  hmvo  incroduced  n€w  conditions  of  trade,  23  Alar. 

are  i»ot  agreeable  to  private  lacrcllMta.  

9644it.  Arc  they  bound  hy  law  to  pot  up  their  teat  at  the  coat  "'    * 
price  ? — They  are  not  bound  to  any  thing  of  that  nature. 

dMSa*  Have  you  had  much  means  of  ootnmunicJition  with 

who  have  been  to  China  ? — Of  courie  I  have  in  Holland, 

English  and  othenu 

3646a.  Have  you  ever  heard  them  expreas  any  opinion  aa  to 

dificultyof  traoaactiog  bmineM  in  the  port  of  Canton? — I 

er  ^leard  of  the   Dutch  meeting  with  any  difficulty*     The 

Engliah  whom  I  have  seen,  who  were  acquainted  with  Cantonf 

have  been  gentlemen  from  Java  cbiedy,    not  trading  to  Canton 

particularly ;  but  I  never  heard  from  the  Dutch  of  their  meeting 

ith  any  difficulty.     I  am  Informed  by   tlic  gentleman    whose 

tlier  is  the  tea-ta»ter  to  the  Dutch  Company   tliat  at  first 

r  Sd.  not  get  such  good  teas  as  the  Amencans,  but  that  they 

now  get  equally  good  teas  with  the  Americans. 

3047a.   Have  they  any  establiBhroent  at  Canton  now  ? — Tliey 

^i  their  tea- taster  there  when  thev  send  their  ships  out,  othcr- 

i  ibey  take  him  back  again  to  Java  durij^  the  interval  that 

!iliipi«re  away. 

S648«*  Have  they  any  consul  or  factory  there?— I  am  not 
I  should  think  not,  since   they   take  the  individual 
oned  back  to  Java  each  reason. 

ida.  Do  you  know  the  average  number  of  months  tliat  it 

I  lo  go  from  Holland  to  Canton  ? — They  generally  reckon 

the  ships  that  go   one  year  come  bacK    the  next ;  Uiat 

«•  tbey  tend  no  ships  this  year,  tliat  there  will  be  no  Dutch 

next  venw 


^ 


Jovis,  25'' die  Maartii^    1830* 
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JOHN  CRAWFURD,  Esq.  called  in,  and  examined. 

SGSOo.  You  are  residing  here  at  present  as  agent  to  certain  25  Mar.  IB30. 

tiea  at  Calcutta  ? — I  was  appointed  agent  to  the  inhabitants         

'  Calcutta  without  solicitation  :  I  am  now  fuliilling  my  duty  as  ***^  ^*^'^ 
»r  parliamentary  agent.  "* 

S6ola«  Is  there  a  salary  attached  to  it?— There  is  a  very 

ae  one* 
i652a.  To  what  amount?— £1,600  a  year,  besides  extra  ex- 
wtuch    I   do   not  draw.     1  think  the  salary  too  much, 
I  have  pro{>osed  to   my  constituents  that  it  should   be 

305Sa.   Had  they  previously  hail  a  parliamentary  agent  in 
lliis  country  ?^ — They  never  had:  I  oni  the  first. 
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3054a*  Is  that  appointiraeni  exclusive  of  ihe  question  now 
dependiog  before  tbe  House  of  Commons? — It  has  no  view  to 
John  Crawfardp  jj^^  mercantile  pursuits  of  my  constituents ;  it  is   for  political 
' "  questions  only, 

3G55a.  Do  you  represent  the  residents  of  Calcutta  for  any 
thing  that  you  think  afiects  their  interests  ? — I  represent  the 
inhabitants  of  Calcutta  generally,  whether  Europeans  or 
natives. 

3656a.  What  number  of  inhabitants  have  authorized  you  to 

act  as  their  agent  ? — ^The  majority. 

3657fl,  Do  you  mean  about  300,000  people  ? — ^When  I  say 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  I  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  ha  vine  stated  the  majority  of  those  who  thought  proper 
to  expre&s  their  opinions,  having  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so.  With  respect  to  having  stated  that  it  was  a  majority  of  hiUf 
a  million  of  people,  or  any  such  number,  I  never  thought  of 
saying  so. 

3658a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  were 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  as  agent 
for  them  in  any  matters  that  might  concern  their  political 
interests  in  India,  and  not  as  regarded  the  trade  between 
England  and  China? — I  have  no  recollection  whatever  of  any 
mention  being  made  in  my  instructions,  public  or  conBdential, 
of  the  China  question ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  China 
question  is  also  embraced  in  them,  and  I  will  state  my  reason 
for  saying  so.  There  has  been  sent  to  me  a  printed  requisition 
to  the  sheriff  of  Calcutta,  to  which  I  think  there  are  116  signa* 
tures  of  persons  of  all  parties,  requesting  that  a  meeting  might 
be  called  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment to  remove  all  restrictions  from  the  India  and  China  trade« 
The  petitions,  in  all  probability,  will  soon  be  sent  to  me,  and 
I  shall  then  act  as  the  agent  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  as 
far  as  regards  the  China  trade  as  well  as  the  Indian  trade* 

3659a.  What  is  the  date  of  that  requisition  ? — To  the  best 
of  my  recollection  the  29th  of  November ;  the  meeting  is  called 
for  the  15th  of  December.  Of  course,  there  can  be  no  account 
of  such  a  meeting  yet,  as  the  ship  that  brought  this  account  had 
an  unusually  rapid  passage* 

3660ff,  Were  your  instructions  transmitted  to  you,  or  did 
you  receive  them  at  Calcutta  ? — They  were  transmitted  to  me 
long  after  I  left  Calcutta.  I  beg  again,  with  great  respect,  to 
assure  the  Committee  that  I  have  no  object  whatever  in  coflv- 
cealment ;  I  wish  that  every  thing  should  be  known  that  1  am 
concerned  in. 

3661a.  You  have  resided  in  different  parts  of  the  east?— I 
resided  in  various  parts  of  the  east  for  about  nineteen  years. 
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3<IS2itt«  Will  you  state  where?— In  ilie  Upper  Provincet  of  25  Mmr,  iii30. 
the  Bengttl  Pre»idcficy  for  about  five  yean^  in  Calcutta  for  a         ~Z^ 
time,  probably  in  all  amounting  to  about  one  year;  in  Prince  ol*^**^**  ^l*^^* 
Wales  g  Uland  or  Penang  about  three  yeart,  and  in  Java  about 
•ia  years,  I  went  on  a  miuion  afterwards  to  Slam  and  Cochin 
China,    which   occupied  something   more   than  one    year.     I 
resided  next  as  a  resident  of  Sincaporc  about  three  years  ;  and 
Imn  thence   I  proceeded  to  the  Burman  countr^^     1   was  ap- 
pointed commissioner  by  the  Governor-general  in  the  Burman 
territory;  I  went  afterwards  as    envoy  from    the  Governor* 
general  to  the  court  of  Ava ;  after  which  I   returned   to  Cftl- 
^tta,  and  eventually  to  Europe. 

r 8663a.  Have  not  you  visited  some  of  the  otlier  islands? — 
sited  some  of  the  other  islands,  but  never  resided  in  Uieni ; 
sited  the  islands  of  Bali  and  Celebes* 


Have  you  ever  been  in  China  ?— •!  hare  not* 

[S66Sa.  Have  yovi  had  much  intercourse  with  the  Chioeie  set- 
in  the  countries  adjacent  ?— I  have. 

|d666a*  Where  were  they  residing?— They  reside  in   almosl 
country  that  is  adjacent  to  Cliina. 

S667a.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  in  those  places? 
— I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  in  Prince  of  Wales*s 
Island,  Java,  Sincapore,  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  a  few  in 
tha  Burman  country  during  my  mission  to  the  court  of  Ava. 

tS668^.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  any  history  of 
e  Chinese  emigrants  settled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  China, 
d  an  account  of  the  nature  of  their  emigrations  ?^I  drew  up 
a  statement  of  that  description,  which  I  have  here. 

^Ld669ff*  What  do  you  make  the  number  of  Chinese  emigrants 

Bklled  *m  the  countries  adjacent  to  China? — The  estimate  is  a 

Tery  rough  one  of  course,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  subject 

1  make  them  between  700,000  and  800,000.  The  greater  num- 

fc of  them  are  settled  in   Siam  and  Cochin  China,  not  in  the 
ids. 

3676a.  From  your  intercourse  with  those  Chinese,  do  you 
eive  them   to   be   an  intelligent,  active,  and  commercial 

;?— Eminently  so.  They  are  a  very  Industrious  people 
^crery  way  ;  they  are  a  business*like  people  ;  their  manners 

resemble  Europeans  in  that  part  of  their  character  than 
ey  do  those  of  Asiatic  nations* 

3671  o.  In  industry  and  intelligence  do  you  conceive  them  to 

superior  to  other  Asiatic  nations  ? — For  all  useful  and  prac- 

;a1  purposes  I  tliink  they  are.     Hiere  are  perhaps  a  few  points 

which  they  are  inferior  to  one  or  two  otaer  Asiatic  nations, 

St  thokc  points  are  of  very  little  moment. 
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f  Mar.  1830,       S672a,  Have  you  prepared  a  Statemetit  for  the  iDfonnatioii 

of  tlie  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  Chinese  emtgralionil 

hn  ^^"'t  _i  have. 

3673a.  WIU  you  have  the  goodness  Co  read  it  ? 

[  The  xffitness  read  the  iame^  oi/ollovos :  ] 

**  A  View  of  the  Emigaatjons  of  the  Chinese  to  the  rarious 

Couniriea  adjacent  to  China* 

"  The  emigrations  of  the  Chinese  take  place  from  the  same  pro- 
irinces  which  conduct  the  foreign  trade,  vix.  Canton,  Fokein,  Che- 
kien,  and  Kiannan.  Efnigration^ifrom  the  two  latter^  however,  are 
not  frequent,  and  seem  to  be  confint'd  to  Tonquin  and  the  Phillppixie 
liitanJa.  The  emigrants  direct  their  course  to  every  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  China  where  there  is  any  probubtlity  of  Endinf 
employment  and  protection  j  in  some  countries,  however,  they  are 
excluded  or  restrained  from  political  motives,  and  in  others  lUs- 
tance  or  want  of  room  aflTorda  them  no  encouragement  to  iettle. 
Like  the  European  nation^  they  are  excluded  altogether  from 
settling  in  Japan  on  political  grounds  ;  the  government  of  Cochin 
China  also  affords  them  no  great  encouragement,  from  the  same 
reason  ;  and  the  Dutch  and  Spanish  governments  of  Java  and  the 
Philippines  have  always  looked  upon  iheni  with  a  considerable  share 
of  suspicion.  Distance,  but  above  all  the  existence  of  a  deq^^M 
and  comparatively  industrious  population,  excludes  them  from  ^^HH 
British  dominions  in  Hindustan,  where  we  find  only  a  few  $bm^^ 
makers  and  other  artisans,  and  these  confined  to  the  towns  of 
Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay.  A  few»  I  understand,  have  lately 
proceeded  to  the  Mauritius. 

'*  Every  emigrant  who  leaves  China  does  so  with  the  intention  of 
returning  to  it,  although  comparatively  few  are  able  to  accomplish 
Ibis  object*  The  expense  of  emigration  to  the  countries  to  which 
the  Chinese  usually  resort  amounts  but  to  a  mere  trifle*  Ths 
passage-money  in  a  Chinese  junk  from  Canton  to  Sincapore  is  but 
six  Spanish  dollars ;  and  from  Fokien  but  nine.  Even  these  slender 
sums,  however,  arc  commonly  paid  from  the  fruits  of  the  emigrant*! 
labour  on  his  arrival,  and  are  seldom  paid  in  advance.  The  emi- 
grants, I  think,  are  invariably  of  ihe  labouring  classes ;  and  their 
whole  equipment  for  the  voyage,  in  ordinary  cases,  consists  of  tiitls 
else  than  the  coat  on  their  backs,  a  bundle  of  old  clothe?,  and  a 
dirty  mat  and  pillow  to  sleep  on.  They  no  sooner  land  than  their 
condition  is  prodigiously  improved :  they  meet  their  countrymen, 
and  probably  their  friends  or  relatives;  thjey  find  immediate  ent* 
ploymcnt  in  a  congenial  climate,  and  in  countries  where  the  wa^ 
of  labour  are  perhaps  three  times  as  high  as  tn  China^  and  the  neecs- 
saries  of  life  perhaps  by  one-half  cheaper, 

"  The  Chinese  are  not  only  intellectually,  but  physically,  superior 
to  the  nations   and  tribes  among  whom  they  settle.    A  Chinese  is 
at  Least  two  inches  taller  than  a  Siamese,  and  by  three  inches 
than  a  Cochin  Chinese,  a  Malay,  or  a  Javanese,  and  his  frame 
proportionally  strong  and  well  built.     Their  superiority  in  j 
skill,  dexterity,  and  ingenuity,  areatill  greater*     All  Ibis  is 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  by  the  simple  criterion  of  the  coi 
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paritiTe  rates  of  wages  of  the  difTerent  classes  of  inhabitants  or  95  Mar.  ID30 

aofoumerB  at  any  given  place  where  they  atl  meet.    At  Sinca|>ore,  

for  example,  the  wages  of  ordinary  lal>our   for  the  dtflercnt  cl^nt^  Mm  Cramfufd, 

of  labourers   are  as  follow  :  a  Chinese^  eight  dotUrt  a  month  ;  a  JSitft 

native  of  the  Coromandel  coast,  m  dollars ;  and  a  Mat  ay ,  four : 

making  the  work  of  the  Chinese  by  one^third  better  than'  that  of 

the  first,  and  by  100  per  cent,  better  than  that  of  the  second,  Whna 

skill  and  dexterity  areimplied,  the  di^rence  is  of  conrte  wider;  m 

Chine&e  house^carpcnter  will  earn  twehe  dollars  a  month,  while  an 

Indian    will  earn    no  more  than  seven,  and  a   Malayan  thatcber 

or  wood-cntter   (for  among  this  class    there  iro  no  carpcnters)v 

but  fiTC, 

**  The  different  classes  of  Chinese  settlers  not  only  live  apart 
and  keej)  distinct  from  the  settlers  of  other  nations,  but  also  from 
each  other*  There  h  a  very  wide  dtffereoee  between  the  character^ 
habits,  and  manners  of  the  Chinese  settlers^  according  to  the  parti 
of  China  from  which  they  proceed.  The  natives  of  Fokieo  have  a 
claim  to  a  higher  tone  of  character  than  any  of  the  rest.  Among 
the  emigrants  from  the  province  of  Canton  there  are  three  classes, 
VIS,  those  from  the  town  of  Canton  and  its  neighbourhood;  the 
natives  of  Macao  and  other  islands  in  the  river ;  and  the  natives  of 
some  iDoiintainous  dijitricts  of  the  same  province.  The  first  of 
theae,  besides  being  addicted  to  mercantile  pursuits,  are  the  best 
artisans,  and  arc  nnich- disposed  to  enter  into  mining  speculaljona. 
llisihey  who  are  chiefly  engaged  in  working;  the  lilver-mines  of 
Tonquin,  the  go  Id*  mines  of  Borneo  and  the  Malay  peninsula,  and 
the  tin-mines  of  the  latter  countr)-  and  of  Bancs.  The  Chinese 
of  Micao  and  the  other  islands  are  held  in  very  tittle  repute 
aniODg  the  rest  of  their  countrymen  ;  but  the  third  class,  who  are 
aumerous,  are  the  lowest  in  rank.  Their  most  frequent  employ- 
ment is  that  of  fidbermen  and  manners  ;  and  it  is  from  among  their 
ranks  that  Eurojieun  ehipping,  when  in  wsnt,  have  occasionally 
received  bands  to  assist  in  their  navigation.  Of  all  the  Chinese  theso 
are  the  most  noisy  and  unruly.  There  is  still  another  class  ofCht* 
neae,  the  settlers  in  the  Burnian  dominions^  who  diftcr  very  remark* 
ably  from  all  that  I  have  just  enumerated.  With  the  exception  of 
m  small  number  of  emigrants  from  the  province  of  Canton,  who  find 
tbeir  way  to  Ava  by  sea,  these  are  all  from  the  province  of  Vunan ; 
and  in  point  of  industry  and  intelligence  seemed,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge,  much  inferior  to  the  colonists  from  Canton  and  Fokien.  From 
all  these  again,  the  niiied  races  are  to  be  distinguished  by  tbeir  supe- 
rior knowledge  of  the  language*  manners,  and  customs  of  the 
countrlea  in  which  they  reside,  and  by  some  inferiority  in  industry 
and  enterprise.  It  is  from  this  class  that  European  merchants  are 
supplied  with  brokers,  money -counters,  drc,  and  they  are  seldom 
to  be  seen  in  the  condition  of  ds) -labourers  or  artisans.  The  Chi- 
neae  settlers,  of  whatever  class,  engage  with  much  eagerness  in 
agjricoltural  emplovments ;  seldom,  however,  when  they  can  avoid 
It,  as  mere  diiy-laoourers.  They  conduct  almost  exclusively  the 
cultiTation  and  Doanufacture  of  the  catechu  or  terra  japonica  in  the 
Btraitaof  Mslacca,  the  pepper  cultivation  of  Siam,  and  the  culture 
of  tliecane  and  manufacture  of  sugar  in  Java,  Sian^  and  the  Phi- 
Uppines.  Differing  materially  from  each  other  in  nmnnerM,  habits, 
and  alsiost  always  in  language  or  dialect,  and  entertaining  towards 
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eacb  other  provincial  prejudLcea  and  aalipathies,  UroUs  and  quarcol^ 
someUtnes  eveu  atteDded  mth  bloodshed,  frequently  break  out 
among  tbeoi.  Theii  Eire  occasioaally  subjects  of  emb&rra&fioieiil 
in  the  European  fiettlemCQCs^  the  author Uies  of  which  have  oeTer,  I 
am  persuaded,  any  thing  to  apprehend,  from  their  cumbioaUOB  or 
resialance ;  and  I  may  add,  that  of  all  the  Asiatic  settlers  la  our 
eastern  seuleiuents,  the  Chinese  are  the  luoat  obedient  to  the  la«8, 
and  notwithstanding  the  superior  amount  oftheir  property^  andeven 
of  their  numbers,  atford  the  least  employment  to  th«  courts  of 
justice.  The  Chinese  population  settled  in  the  various  coustnes 
adjacent  to  China,  may  be  roughly  estimated  as  follows  i — 

The  Philippine  Islands    ^ „ 15,000 

Borneo  .»« ***.. ..,.•,  1^,000 

Java « - 45.000 

The  Dutch  settlement  of  Rbio.  Straks  of  Malacca*..  18,000 

Stncapore 6,3000 

Malacca 9,000 

Penang ^..... ....•• ,  g,500 

Malayan  Peninsula .^ ^^.^  40,000 

Siam  .„.. * ....*  440,000 

Cochin  China .»^.  15,000 

Tom|uln «.......••...,,.,... ^.^.t.......  25^000 

TotaU:.,... 734,700 


**  The  population  mentioned  here  is  of  a  peculiar  description, 
consisting,  for  the  most  pnrt^  of  adult  malcs^aud  of  very  few  woratQ 
or  children,  a  circumstance  easily  explained.  The  laws  of  Chiat, 
which  prohibit  emigration  in  |:enerat,  are  a  dead  letter  as  far  as  the 
men  are  concerned;  but  it  b  imperative  in  respect  to  women  and 
children ;  or  perhaps,  more  strictly^  the  manners  and  feelingv  the 
of  the  people  themselves  prevent  the  latter  from  quitting  the 
country.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  a  female  amongst  emignwtt; 
and  never  saw  a  Chinese  woman,  except  at  Hue,  the  capital  of 
Cochin  China,  where  two  or  three  were  pointed  out  to  roe  a 
jecis  of  curiosity,  who  htid  baen  kidnapped  and  brought  there  ' 
children.  The  emigrants,  however,  without  scruple,  form 
acxioos  with  the  females  of  the  country ;  and  the  descendants  of 
these  repeatedly  internmrrying  with  Chinese,  are  in  time  not  to  tie 
distinguished  from  the  genuine  Chinese,  either  in  features  or  com- 
plexion. In  all  the  countries  where  the  Chinese  have  b«en  loog 
established,  thercexii»£sacun.siderable  creoIe  population  of  thisdfr* 
scription,  such  as  in  Java,  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  the  PhilippiMi. 
But  in  countries  where  they  have  been  only  recently  estabJa*"'^" 
the  disproportion  of  the  sexes  is  immense.  Thus,  out  of  the  I 
Chinese  inhabitants  of  Sincapore,  the  immlicr  of  females  is  butSM, 
and  even  of  these  the  greater  part  are  Chinese  only  by  nauie.  The 
extent  of  the  annual  emigrations  from  China  may  be  judged  offron 
the  fact,  that  the  number  which  arrived  at  Sincapore  in  IStt 
amounted  to  above  3,501>,  and  in  18i26  to  upwards  of  5,500. 
annual  number  of  emigrants  which  arrive  in  Siam  was  rated  m1 
when  I  wa^  in  that  country  at  7»000.  A  single  junk  has  beeo  kn. 
to  bring  1;200  passengers  ;  indeed,  I  have  myself  seen  one  brinf  t 
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to  Sincapore.     Tb€  numlNr  who  return  to  Chins  ii  ctimidernhle,  Sd  Mar.  It0lk 

biic  f  Cfy  small  tDdeod  in  compsfisoii  to  the  arrivslfl.     £tcn  of  tli«ie  

the  0tmxmr  mtmb&r  come  b»ck  agsinj  and  I  have  known  Mm  ©f  •*■*"' ^'W*^ 
pmpeny^  who  b«¥e  vi&iUsd  Cbioa  mad  roturtKd  with  ikies.*'  ^- 


t  3674a*  Have  you  that  kind  of  comiaiBikiAion  and  conrcr- 
tiont  with  theChine&e,  in  any  of  the  different  parts  where  you 
have  met  tbem,  aa  to  be  able  to  form  any  opinion  tiuw  far  the 
Chinese  in  their  own  country  are  to  be  considered  a  commercial 
people?  *  Upon  that  subject,  n#ver  hanttf  been  in  China,  I  can 
ofier  no  decided  opinion;  but  my  conviction  ii»  that  tl»ere  ia 
very  little  dtiference  between  tliem ;  and  the  emigrants  I  should 
probttbly,  upon  the  whole,  be  dispofied  to  think  wouhi  be  found 
•uperior  to  those  they  Icfl  behind  tliem,  as  the  niofit  active 
spirits  chiefly  would  ^o  abroad.  No  man  leaves  Cliina  but  an 
_able-bo<Iied  man,  aiufno  man  iImiI  has  not  a  certain  portion  of 
it  and  enlerprize  wall  quit  the  country* 

^  S675a.  Have  yon  any  tncant  of  ftinvishing   the  tommtitee 
■^'Ji  a  view  of  the  foreign  trade  of  China  carried  on  in  junks  ? — 
ive  also  prepared  a  Btatement  upon  that  subject.     I  beg   to 
f ,  with  reppect  to  this  ami  the  other  statement  I  gave  in,  that 
?y  are  entirely  the  result  of  my  own  pcriional  inquiry,  cliiefly 
derived  from   the  Chinese   themselves.     1   communicated  witli 
theiTi  through  the  medium  of  the  Malay  hinguage,  which  1  un- 
derstand tolerably  well.   1  was  hi  the  habit  ofalwa^t  employing 
Kpouple  of  interpreters  when  I  was  resident  at  Smcapore.  and 
Haen  the  Chinese  commanders  of  vessels  and  others,  not  laiidirr- 
tlandii^  the  Maky  Ungua4](e»  called  up4>n  me,   I  tranaacled 
busiaeas  with  tbiai  generally  thitiugh   the  medium   of  tlitsc 
persons.     Chtnei*  wbo  mMm mty  tiint  in  tlie  ^lalayan  coun triest 
jommonly  make  thcwsclves  in  some  measure  aeonainted  with 
Hfc   Malay  language,  and  there  is  no  gr^at  difficulty  in  com- 
^knicating  with  these  without  tlte  aid  of  an  interpreter. 
^p676«*  Win  you  have  tlie  goodnejia  to  read  the  statemant 
ymi  have  prepared  on  tliis  subject* 

[  77ie  wiineu  read  the  tam€^  nn/tyHawi :'] 

*•  Native  FoaatfiM  TbaDs  or  China. 

^  The  principal  psrt  of  the  junk  trade  is  carried  oo  by  the  ft^ur 

~^4M»iis  provinces  af  Canton,  Fokien^  Chekisnf^  sjnd  Kiaoosn. 

trade  is  permitted  with  th«  i&liiDd  of  fbmoaa,  and  1 

i  of  describing  the  extent  of  ihe  traAs  wbicli  rosy  be 

!  between  China,  CoreSi  and  the  Luchew  Islands^     The 

;  are  the  countries  i^itb  which  China  carries  on  trade  in 

J  viz,  Japan,  the  Philippines,  the  Sooloo   Ubiids,  Celebes,  the 

cca.%  Borneo,  Java,  Sumatra,  Sincapore,  Rhio,  the  east  coast 

af  the   Malayan  Pcninjiula,  Sioin,  Cochin  China,  Cambodia^  mn6 

quia.     Tha  poiU  of  China  ai  which  this  trade  is  oonduclad  ara 
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Canton,  Tchao^tcheou,  Komhongj  Hoci-tcheon,  Su-heng^  Kong- 
moon,  ChangUm,  and  Bainiin^  in  the  province  of  Canton ;  Amoj 
and  Chinchew,  in  the  province  of  Fokien  ;  Ningpo  and  Siang-hai,  in 
ihe  province  of  Tcbekian  j  and  Soutcheon,  in  the  province  of  Kiin^ 
non.  The  following  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  approximation  to 
the  number  of  junks  carrying  on  trade  with  the  diflTerent  places 
already  enumerated,  pit. 

Japan,  lOjunkji,  two  voyages  ...*...,«.».  20 

Philippine  Islands    .* •**..  13 

goo-too  Islands ••..*  4 

Ceteben .....„• • ,..•....  % 

Borneo ., • .»•  13 

Java  ....« 7 

Snnmtra ,,..*...... 1(> 

Sincnpore., .,.,«,*... .......•..,,,.„.*,.  8 

Rhio.,... 1 

East  Coast  of  Malay  Peninsiik  •.., 6 

Siam  ,,......,„. .,„„ 89 

Cochin  China  .......*..  ^ 

Catnbodia  ,,.* ,.... •••.••..  d 

Tonqiun SO 

Total £2^ 


"  This  staCement  docs  not  include  a  great  number  of  small  junb 
belonging  to  the  island  of  Hainan,  which  carry  on  trade  with  Tou- 
quin.  Cochin  China,  Cambodia^  Sianj^  and  Sin ca pore.  Those  for 
Siara  amount  yearly  to  about  fifty,  and  for  the  Cochin  Chinese 
dominions  to  about  forty-three;  these  alone  would  bring  the  lottl 
number  of  vesaels  carrying  on  a  direct  trade  between  China  aod 
foreign  countries  to  307*  The  trade  with  Japan  is  confined  to  tlie 
port  of  Ningpo^  in  Chekiaug,  and  expressly  limited  to  ten  vessels; 
but  as  the  distance  from  Nangasaki  is  a  voyage  of  no  more  than  four 
days,  it  is  performed  twice  a  year.  With  the  exception  of  this 
branch  of  trade,  the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  two  pro^-inces  of 
Chekian  and  Kiannan,  which  are  famous  for  the  production  of  raw 
silk,  teas,  and  nankeens,  is  conBned  to  the  Fnillipine  Islaodi^* 
Tonquin,  Cochin  Chioa^  Cambodia,  and  Siam ;  and  none  of  ibis 
class  of  vessels,  that  I  am  aware  of,  have  ever  found  their  way 
to  their  western  parts  of  the  Indian  Archipelago.  The  number  of 
these  trading  with  Siam  is  twent)'-four,  all  of  considerable  siie; 
those  trading  with  the  Cochin  Chinese  dominions,  sixteen,  dso 
of  considerable  size;  and  those  trading  with  the  Phillipines,  five, 
making  in  all  forty-five»  of  which  the  average  burden  does  not  fail 
flhortof  17,000  tons,  f  am  the  more  particular  in  describing  this 
branch  of  the  Chinese  commerce,  as  we  do  not  ourselves,  at  pre- 
sent, partake  of  it,  and  as  we  possess  no  direct  means  of  obtain  ing 
Information  in  regard  to  it>    All  the  junks  carrying  on  this  trade  with 


•  Note.-^ThQ  provinces  once    conducted   «  trade  amongRi   the   Sodoo 
Islands  nnd  Borneo  Proper  ;  but  owing  to  the  nnarchy  which  h*s  of  bile  ] 
prevailed  in  tliese  couuuies,  it  m^m*>  to  be  «l  pre^nt  •UandontKi. 
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Siam  mn  owoed  in  the  latter  country^  and  not  in  China,  and  I  am    3S  Blar.  IMIBH 

not  sure  how  far  it  nifty  not  also  be  *o  in  the  other  cases.     1  do  not  " 

doubt  but  that  a  BimiJar  corouierce   will,  in  the  event  of  a  free  *^<^**  Crcwfurtt^ 
trade,  extend  to   Sincapore,  aod  that   through  this  channel  may  ^' 

eventually  be  obtained  the  green  teas  of  Kiannan,  and  the  raw  aiUiJ 
^gpf  Chekiang. 

^B  **  Besides  the  junks  now  described  there  is  another  numeroiit 
^'idass,  which  may  be  denominated  the  colonial  shipping  of  the 
Ctunese.  Wherever  the  Chinese  are  settled  in  any  numbers^  junks 
of  this  description  are  to  be  found,  such  ait  in  Java,  Sumatra,  the 
Straits  of  Malacca,  Sec, :  but  the  largest  commerce  of  this  descrip- 
tioQ  is  conducted  from  the  Cochin  Chinese  dotniniuai,  but  espe- 
cialJy  (rom  Siam»  where  the  number  was  estimsted  to  me  at  ^0^ 
Several  junks  of  this  description  from  the  latter  cotintry  come 
annually  to  Sincapore,  of  which  the  burden  is  not  less  than  from 
300  to  400  tons. 

"The junks  which  trade  between  China  and  the  adjacent  coun* 
tries  are  some  of  them  owned  and  built  in  China,  but  a  considera- 
ble number  also  in  the  latter  countriesi  particularly  in  8tam  and 
Cochin  China.  Of  those  carrying  on  the  Siamese  trade»  indeed,  no 
less  than  eighty-one  out  of  the  eigbt>-nine,  of  consiilenible  sixe, 
were  represented  to  me  as  being  buUt  and  owned  in  Stam.  The 
small  junks,  however,  carr^/ing  on  the  trade  of  Uai  nan  *  are  all  built 
and  owned  in  China. 

*  The  junks,  whether    colonial    or  trading   direct   with  China* 

r  in  burden  from  ^,000  peculs  to  15,000,  or  carry  of  dead  weight 

kom  about  1^0  to  900  tons.     Of  those  of  the  last  size  1  have  onlv 

|aeen  three  or  four,  and  these  were  at  Biam,  and  the  same  which 

I  were  commonly  employed  in  carrying  a  mission  and  tribute  yearly 

rom  Si^m  to  Canton*     Of  the  whole  of  the  large  class  of  junks,  I 

pid  think  the  average  burthen  will  not  be  overrated  at  300  tons 

,  which  would  make  the   total  tonnage  employed  in  the  native 

_  I  trade  of  China  between  ^0,000  and  70,000  tons,  exclusive  of 

Fthe  small  junks  of  Hainan,  vihich,  estimated   at   loO   tons   cecb, 

[vould  make  in  all  about  H0,000  tons. 

**  The  junks  built  in  China  are  usually  conitructcd  of  fir  and 

inferior  woods.     When  they  arrive  in  Cambodia*  Siam,  and 

>  Malayan  Islands,  they  commonly  furniiih  themselves  with  masts, 

'iers,  and  wooden  anchors,    of  the   superior  timber  of  these 

countries.     The  junks  built  in  Siam  are  a  «tuperior  class  of  vessebh 

Ltbe  planks  and  upper  works  being  invariably  of  teak.     The  cost  of 

Udtog  is  highest  at  the  port  of  Amoy  in  Fokien,  and  lowest 

tm  Siam.     At  these  places,  and  at  Chang-lim  in  Canton,  the  cost  of 

lajank  of  8,000  pecuU,  or  470  tons  burthen,  was  stated  tome,  by 

[wvend  commanders  of  junks,  to  beat  follows: 

At  Siam •..     7,400 

Chang-lim lO^OM 

Amoy mj(m 

VA  junk  of  the  aiie  just  named  has  commonly  a  crew  of 
oiaety  hands,  conajsting  of  the  following  officers,  besides  the  crew; 
a  commander,  a  pilot,  an  accountant,  a  captain  of  the  helm,  a  cap> 
lain  of  the  anchor,  and  a  captain  of  the  hold.    The  commander 
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1630.     rtoeiveti  no  pay,  but  has  the  advantage  of  the  cabin  aceommodaiioD 

~  for  passengers^  reckon &d»  on  the  voyage  between  Ciinion  aod  Sinca* 

^^^t      pore»  worth    150  Spanish    dollars.     He  is   also   the  agent  of  tlie 
'-  owners,  and  receives  a  commission,  commonly  of  10  per  cent,  on 

iAe  prcfiii  of  such  share  of  the  adventure,  generally  a  considerable 
one,  in  whicli  they  are  concerned.  The  pilot  receives  for  the 
voyage  ^(H)  dollars  of  wages^  and  50  peculs  of  frc^ht  out  and  home* 
The  helntsmao  has  \b  |>eculs  of  freighCi  and  no  wages.  The  cajr 
tains  of  the  anchor  and  the  hold  have  9  peculs  of  freight  each; 
and  Uie  seamen  7  peculs  each.  None  of  these  have  any  wages. 
The  ofBcers  and  seamen  of  the  colonial  junks  are  difibreotly  ft- 
warded.  In  a  Siamese  junk,  for  example,  trading  between  the 
Siamese  capital  and  Sincajjore,  of  6»0(JO  pecuU  burthen,  the  co«ii* 
oiaoder  and  pilot  had  each  100  dollars  for  the  voyage,  with  12 
pecub  of  freight  arpiece.  The  accountant  and  hcfmsaian  had 
half  of  this  allowance,  and  each  seaman  had  Iddollara,  with  dpeoiis 
of  frcighL 

*•  Th«  conatrnction  and  outBt  of  a  Cbineee  junk  iire  too  well 
known  to  rt^quire  description.  They  arc  clumsy  and  awkward  la 
ihe  extreme.  The  Chinese  are  quite  unacquainted  with  navigatioci, 
saving  the  knowledge  of  the  compass;  notwithstanding  this,  %& 
their  pilots  are  expert,  ns  their  voyages  are  short,  and  as  they 
hardly  ever  sail  except  at  the  height  of  the  monsoons,  when  a  fair 
and  steady  seven  or  eight  knot  breeze  carries  them  directly  fhim 
port  to  port,  the  s^ca-risk  is  very  small.  During  thirteen  yevs* 
acquaintance  with  this  branch  of  trade,  I  can  recollect  heariogof 
but  four  shipwrecks;  and  in  all  these  instances  the  ct^ews  were 
saved. 

*'The  construction  and  rigging  of  a  Chinese  junk  may  be  looked 
upon  as  her  proper  registry,  and  they  are  a  verj*  effectual  one;  for 
the  least  deviation  from  them  would  subject  her  at  once  lo  forcigiJ 
charges  and  to  foreign  duties,  and  to  all  kinds  of  suspicion.  The 
colonial  junks,  which  arc  of  more  commodious  form  and  outfit, 
wotdd,  if  visiting  China,  be  subjected  to  the  same  duties  as  fordp 
vessels.  Junks  built  in  Siam,  or  no?  other  adjacent  country,  if  cotj- 
atructed  and  fitted  out  after  the  custtomary  model,  are  admitted  to 
trade  to  China  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  built  and  owned  in  the 
couniry.  If  any  part  of  the  crew  consist  of  Siamese,  Cochin  Chi- 
nese, or  other  foreigners,  the  latter  are  admitted  only  at  the  port  of 
Canton  ;  and  if  found  in  any  other  part  of  China  would  t>e  seised 
and  taken  up  by  the  police,  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  if  tb^* 
were  Europeans.  The  native  trade  of  China,  conducted  with  foreifa 
countries,  is  not  a  clandestine  com nn tree,  unacknowledged  by  the 
Chinese  laws,  but  has  in  every  case  at  least  the  express  sanction  of 
the  viceroy  or  governor  of  the  province,  who  on  petition  decides 
the  number  of  junks  that  shall  be  allowed  to  engage  in  it,  and  even 
enumerates  the  articles  which  it  shall  be  legal  to  export  and  import. 
At  every  port  also,  where  such  a  foreign  trade  is  sanctioned,  there 
is  a  hong  or  body  of  security  merchants,  as  at  Canton;  a  fact  which 
shows  clearly  enough  that  this  institution  is  parcel  of  the  laws  or 
customs  of  China,  and  not  a  peculiar  restraint  imposed  upon  the 
intercourse  with  Europeans. 

*'  The  Chineee  junksi  properly  constructed,  pay  no  ra«afturetiia&t 
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doty*  aoU  00  citmsHaw  or  present ;  dutiee.  however,  tra  pud  lapan  35  Mar.  tfiSO* 

foocU  exported  and  imported^  which  seem,  however,  ta  diffitr  ot  iJie         

die  difcrciit  provinces.     They  arc  higbcflt  ai  A»toy,  nod  lowest  *^»*«  Cnmfu^^ 
in  the  utftnd  of  HAinan*    The  Chinese  traders  of  Sumu  in  formed  £*y* 

Oie  that  ther  carried  on  the  faire^^t  and  easiest  trade,  euhject  to  the 
fvwuH  restnetions,  in  the  porti  of  Ningpo  and  Sianghai  in  Chekiang» 
mmi  Soitrbofi  in  Kinntmn.  Great  dexterity  leents  every  where  to  be 
excrciaad  by  the  Chinese  in  evading  the  duties.  One  practice,  which 
b  verj  o&en  Tollowed,  will  aflbrdagood  exainple  dt  thin.  The 
coaatfng  trade  of  China  19  nearly  ftte  from  all  duties  and  oilier 
Hie  m  arch  ant  takes  advantage  of  this ;  and  intending  in 


diit 
Hi 
cos 

Out 


reaJilj  to  procaad  to  Siam  or  Cochin  China,  for  eiacnple,  clean  a 

k  o<tt  for  the  adand  of  Uainan^  and  thus  tivoids  the  poymetic  of 

luties.    When  she  raltirsfl  she  will  lie  fotir  and  live  days  olf  and  on 

the  moulh  of  the  poit»  until  a  regular  bargain  be  inade  with  the 

^costom^bouiMs  officers  for  the  reductioo  of  duties.    The  threat  held 

Out  in  ^iirli  f^hCH  »>,  trt  nro*  t'*'d  to  another  port,  and  tfaua  deprive 

the  I  Tomary  perquisites.     I  waA  aaaured  of 

the  I  n  _  ^  !  y  Chinese  merchants  of  Cochin  China, 

all  as  by  several  commnnders  of  Junki  at  Sinca^iore.    From  the 

led  persons  I  bad  another  fact  of  some  consetjuence,  as  con- 

wkh  th«  Chiaato  trade,  vim.  that  a  good  many  of  the  junks 

oa  trada  with  IbMiM  ports  to  the  westward  oi  China,  often 

OQ  voyagea  to  the  northward  in  tha  nuna  aaaaon.    In 

they  stated  that  about   twenty  coMidifabte  juafet, 

Idea  a  great  many  sniall  ones«  proceeded  anitually  from  Cao44Mi 

^10  Souchon,  one  of  the  capitals  01  Kiannan,  and  in  wealth  and  com* 

merce  the  rival  of  Canton,  nhere  they  sold  about  200  cheats  of 

opium  at  an  advance  of  50  per  cent,  beyond  the  Canton  prices, 

Jjtolher  place  where  the  Canton  junks,  to  the  mtmber  of  ive  or 

repair  annuiilly,  ii  Chinchcw,  in  tha  profmca  of  Sbanton, 

within  the  gulph  of  Pccheiy,  or  Yellow  Sea,  and  aa  Jhr  north  as  the 

S7th  deigrea  of  latitude^ 

^K  S677a*  Do  you  mean  to  state,  in  a  p«kiaage  of  ih#  paper  yau 

^Wfe  readt  that  the  Chinese  emigrantt  carry  on  tlie  trade  Grcuii 

Slncapore  to  Canton,  nutwlthatatiding  any  intcrdictian  by  edict 

Qiay  exist? — What  I  meant  to  state  wai»»  thut  in  tlie  event 

pjunks  being  property  constructed  and  manned*  at  Sincapore, 

example*  it  would  be  of  no  consequence  their  being  owned 

I  Sincapore.    They  would,  notwitlistuiidixig  sudi  circiunsLancef 

I  allowed  to  trade  freely  witli  any  port  of  China*  in  tike  same 

as  junks  built  and  niaiuied  in  Cltinn  itself, 

[867Ba.  Then  is  it  to  be  understood  that  the  objection  of  the 
!  to  ibreign  ships  ta  rather  to  their  form  than  to  any  thing 

And  the  Dationalily  of  the  sailors? — Yes, 

I  Sfi60a.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  rates  of 
^"bl  paid  for  g')od9  betwaen  port  and  port  in  ChinQi  or  be- 
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25  Mar.  1830,  tween  ports  of  Clima  and  the  islands  to  the  eastward*  daring 

*        \^  any  number  of  years  ? — I  can  furnish  the  rate  of  freights  paid 

W'^^  ^^^^*  upon  some  of  the  principal  articles  ;  It  is  a  specific  freight  upon 

-'^^  particular  corainodities ;   so  much  for  raw  silk,  bo  much  for 

earthenware,  so  much  for  tea.     To  the  best  of  my  recoUectioQ, 

the  charge  upon  tea  and  upon  the  coarser  earthenware  is  the 

same. 

3681a.  Supposing  the  trade  between  China  and  Europe  were 
to  flow  through  the  channel  of  an  emporium,  are  you  of  opinion 
that  the  foreign  trade  carried  on  in  Chinese  junks  might  be  very 
considerably  increased? — Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would;  but  I 
beg  leave  to  give  some  explanation  upon  that  point.  If  Euro- 
pean nations  were  eKcluded  from  Canton,  of  course  the  trade 
would  take  the  channel  of  an  emporium  entirely ;  but  if  Euro- 
pean nations  were  admitted  to  Canton  freely,  if  tliere  were  no 
restrictions  upon  their  admission  to  Canton,  I  have  great  doubt 
whether  it  would  centre  tn  an  emporium.  Canton  is  a  place  of 
long-established  trade,  and  people  would  prefer  it,  at  least  for  a 
time,  even  if  the  others  were  more  convenient ;  but  this  is  a 
point  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine  upon.  I  have 
thought  of  it,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  make  up  my 
whether  the  trade  would  take  the  channel  of  Sincapore,  or 
ther  it  would  continue  to  centre  at  Canton.  Trade  takes  a 
time  before  it  quits  an  established  channel,  e\^en  to  go  iol 
more  convenient  one,  when  such  is  opened  or  presented. 

3682fl.  Supposing  an  interruption  to  take  place  in  the  Euro* 
pean  trade  of  China,  are  you  of  opinion  that  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  tea  might  be  brought  in  Chinese  vessels  to  Sincapore,  or 
some  other  emporium  in  the  eastern  Archipelago  ? — I  conceive 
60.  I  think  it  was  a  great  }>oin  t,  during  the  discussions  respect- 
ing the  former  cliarter  with  the  East-India  Company^  to  estid)ltsh 
that  fact  themselves.  Mr.  Drummond,  now  Lord  Strathalleov 
gave  it  distinctly  in  evidence,  timt  a  very  large  quantity  of  tea 
might  be  imported  into  Europe  through  such  a  channeL  The 
evidence  is  to  be  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  I  think,  in  1812,  It  seemed,  indeed, 
to  be  a  settled  point,  especially  in  reference  to  the  Philippine 
Islands,  and  others.  I  have  a  short  entry  on  this  subject,  taken 
out  of  a  note-hook  that  I  kept  at  Sincapore ;  it  is  dated  the 
22d  of  August  1825,  and  the  result  of  a  conversation  with  the 
commanders  of  some  junks  : — "  The  tea  consumed  in  Cochin 
China  is  brought  from  Tchoutcheou,  on  the  contines  of  Canton 
and  Fokien,  but  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  former,  to  Hainan, 
from  whence  it  comes  to  Saigun  and  other  places-  It  is  all  the 
produce  of  Fokien.  Into  Saigun  there  are  annually  imported 
about  70»000  boxes  of  tea,  of  20  catties  each,  and  into  Hu6 
about  10,000  boxes*  It  is  impossible  to  conjecture  the  quan- 
tity brought  into  Tonquin,  as  a  great  part  of  it  is  imported  by 
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The  price  of  the  ordinary  qiialitiet  at  Tchoutcheou  and  25  Mar.  1830. 
Cantoo  \m  26  doUan  per  pecol :  the  same  tea  would  be  lold  at  ^^  T7\.    . 
Siigiin  for  40  dollars.    M^  infomumu  state,  that  any  quantity  *^^  ^Tt 
wliatever  of  tea  may  be  imported  into  Sincapore,  which  the  * 

■arket  may  demand,  from  Chaotcheou,  Changlim,  and  other 
parta,  either  black  or  green.  The  commanders  of  junks  will  do 
thia  in  spite  of  any  regulations  to  the  contrary.  Information 
furnished  by  commanders  of  Saigun  junks,  22a  August  1825.'* 
Note,  80,0€0  boxes  of  tea,  of  20  catties  each,  are  equal  to  about 
2,130,000  pounds.  The  prices  of  26  and  40  dollars  per  pecul 
are  equal  to  lOd.  and  Ib^^d,  per  pound. 

S688a.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  statistics  of  China  ? 
—I  haye  paid  the  usual  attention  to  it.  I  have  read  a  good  deal 
apon  the  subject. 

9684a.  Win  you  state  what  you  consider  the  population  of 
China  to  be  ?— I  have  here  a  table  containing  a  variety  of  sta* 
tistical  particulars  with  regard  to  China. 

366&I.  From  what  source  have  you  derived  that  table  ? — I 
hiye  a  paper  describing  the  sources  from  which  I  have  taken  it. 

S686a.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  deliver  in  those 
papers. 

^The  tokneu  delivered  in  the  samet  tMch  twu  read  asjhllam  /] 
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TABLE  exiiibitiiig  a  Brief  Vicir  if  d 


PROVI1ICI& 


Ptedidey»«  •••••• 

FUden 

Chdka 

HoidwuMi • 

EUmhd.  •  ••••  •••• 

AttltOD 

Secfauen  ••....•• 

Gudton    

Koiumsi 

Tunnui   • • 

Koneicbeou    •  •  •  • 


Ttm^ 


at 


LSSiSLB^^wi^ 


N. 

o  / 

39  55 

32  4 

28  37 

9$  t 

30  20 

30  34 

34  52 

36  44 

37  53 
34  L5 
30  40 
23  10 
25  13 

25  6 

26  30 


:s»>siL=? 


8^ 
1,024 

1,185 

M33 

553 

287 

431 
952 

2,048 
2,720 
2,680 
2,946 
2,745 


59,700 

85,000 

72,000 

57,15* 

37;200 

168,300 

62,000 

56,800 

63,500 
167^00 
175,600 

97,100 

87,800 
131,400 

51,200 


3,504,038 

30,405*258 

5,922,160 

1,684,538 

18,975,099 

33,702,379 

2,662,969 

25,447,633 

1,860,816 

257,704 

7,789,782 

1,491,271 
2,569,518 
2,255,459 
2,941,391 


to  tilt 


58 

357 

82 

39 

MO 

200 

43 

448 

29 

H 
44 

15 
29 
17 
57 


923;9S1 

377,M: 

738^12 

1,231,« 
1.MW1I 

497,61( 

195,484 

424,50 

14fi,8S 

165,304 

36,764 


RECAPITULATION. 


Am  of  Cbioth  ezcIusiTe  of  Tartary  and  dependent  proyincet, 

in  English  square  miles    ••  1,372,450 

Total  population  of  ditto l4l,4 70,005 

Rate  of  population  to  the  square  mile  in  ditto • 103 

Total  revenue jeil,649,912 

Rate  of  taxation  per  head la.  7dL  *76 

Army ^ 1,182,000 

Rate  of  military  force  to  the  population « aal  toll9 
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£.     M.      d. 

f    S    3 

341,000 

0    17 

132.000 

f    S    8 

39,000 

§45 

76,1100 

0    1    5 

59,000 

0    0    5 

88,000 

0  r  10 

84,000 

0    •!! 

35,000 

Oil    4 

3^000 

1  18    7 

104,000 

0    8    6 

85,000 

0    5    9 

99,000 

0    1    1 

42,000 

0    15 

53,000 

0    0    3 

70,000 

Till,  lead,  tlM  ▼ioe,  mmenl  eoal,  nurUe,  laltpttre,  IbiiQ  iOaXL 

i  Corn,  idt,  eotton,  eocton  tnd  silk  fUiries,  porcelaiI^  Am 
tot,  fbraigii  tiade. 

Gold,  silver,  leid,  iron,  tin,  vitriol,  com.  alum,  fine  poitalain 

{Quicksilver,  iron,  iron  mannfiictafet,  tin,  «ilk  fiMci,  fine 
bbck  tea,  foreign  trade,  marUe. 

Com,  silk,  silk  bhnc9t  Aoe  blaek  andgsaen  taas,  foreifi  tada. 

Qjuksksilver,  tin,  oora,  ioe  tea,  ptfcr,  eianabar. 

Copper,  com* 

Com,  tiade  seawajt. 

{Mineral  coal,  woollen  stufVii,  salt  from  lakes  and  springii  the 
fine,  sheep,  cinnabar. 

{Miners]  coal,  cinnabar,  rhubarb,  nnsl^  aheep,  salt  firom  lakes 
and  springs  and  fossil  salt,  hdr  manufiieturea. 

iper,  gold,  iron,  tin,  lead,  aasber,  mual^  hocaes,  silk,  si^^, 
ubarb^  salt  firom  springs. 

{Copper,  iron,  tin,  lead,  qokksUver,  aOk,  sngar,  camphor, 
foreign  trade,  marble. 

Copper,  tin,  silver,  cassia,  sheep. 

{Gokl,  silver,  copper,  tin,  fine,  s&k,  saH,  tea,  nuak,  tnMie  by 
land  with  Burmans  and  Siamese. 

Gold,  silver,  copper,  quiokalver,  grass  doCh. 
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Pop^ation  of  China  Proper , 

iXtto. .  of  the  province  of  Ching  King^  or  Lias  Tonng 

Ditto.,  of Kansu 

Computed  population  of  Tsrtary , 

MBtey  fmee  in  Kansu,  not  included  in  the  population  .. , 

Ditto....  hi  Ching  King ditto 

Ditta....  faitheooaatiyofthe  Manchoos 

DiM0«...  in....ditlo Mongols 

Ditto  ...•  in. •••  ditto. •• Bacharia,  tee. 

Ditto. ..••  InTObet • 


CM  otteersy  not  inclnded  in  the  popubdon . 

MDtog ditto..  ^ ....♦ 

Anlj  w  GUflR  Pluipar,  cxdi^w  of  olBoen  • 


141,470,005 

486,643 

340,086 

12,000,000 

123,000 

4,000 

10,000 

80,000 

45,000 

6,000 

31,000 

9,611 

7,552 

1,182,000 
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NOTE.^ — The  accompanying  Table  ia  chiefly  conipiled  from  the 
following  authorities,  viz.  from  a  **  Stati^ittcal  View  of  China,  ex- 
tracted from  original  docnmetitu  by  M,  Klaproth,'*  contained  in  the 
Appendix  to  Timkowskie's  Travels,  London,  18^;  from  Du 
Haiders  China ;  from  the  last  edition  of  Grosier*fl  China^  7  ▼ol'- 
Bvo.  *Paris,  18)8;  and  from  the  Tables  contained  in  a  work, 
entitled,  Hlstoire  de  la  Chine,  &c*&c.  by  M.  Le  Clerc,  Besan^on, 
)777*     A  few  particulars  are  derived  from  personal  information. 

Provincet,^-The  ancient  diviBion  of  China  is  into  fifteen  pro* 
tincea ;  but  two  of  the  largest,  Kiannan  and  Houkouan,  have,  of 
late  years,  been  subdivided  each  into  two,  making  the  whole  sevco- 
teen.     The  table  is  according  to  the  old  division. 

Travelling  Dutance  of  Provincial  Capiialt/rom  Pekin, — The  dis* 
tance  in  the  origitial  documents  are  given  in  Chinese  lis,  a  mea- 
aure  of  ISBJi  English  feet,  and  taken  from  the  Imperial  Gvii 
Kalendar. 

Area*-~Th{&  is  calculated  from  a  common  map  of  China ;  and  all 
modern  maps  of  that  country  are  known  to  be  dr&wn  from  one  ori- 
ginal, that  of  the  Jesuits.  The  Chinese  territory  extends  froin 
about  the  £Oeh  to  the  4dth  d^ree  of  north  latitude ;  but  the  finest 
parts  of  it  are  embraced  in  the  space  which  lies  between  the  :^Cll 
and  3dih  degrees,  wliether  in  respect  to  soil,  climate,  or  posation* 

Population* — The  document  which  furnished  the  materials  for 
the  population  is  the  new  edition  of  1  7£^0,  of  the  work  called  the 
*■  Great  Imperial  Geography.*'  The  population  of  China  hai 
usually  been  supposed  in  Europe  to  be  extravagantly  estimated; 
but  wnen  the  vast  extent  of  the  empire  is  considered,  it  is  certain 
that  the  country  is  more  under  than  overpeopled »  This  will  appeir 
clear  enough  from  the  following  comparison  with  the  population  of 
some  other  countries. 

China,  per  square  milCi. ..........  IDS 

Old  British  Possessions  in  Bengal  $40 
Hindustan  throughout  ,,..,....*.,  104 

By  casting  the  eye  over  the  Table,  it  will  appear  that  the  popula- 
tion is  very  unequally  spread  over  the  conntry.  There  are,  in  ^ct^ 
but  four  provinces  out  of  the  fifteen  which  are  densely  inhabited, 
embracing  between  them  little  more  than  a  foiinh  part  ot  the  area  of 
the  empire,  but  containing  above  two-thirdi*  of  the  population,  and 
of  these  three  only  are  rcfiiarkable  for  their  populousnesa.  The 
rest  of  the  empire  is,  in  fact,  but  scantily  inhabited.  Much  of 
surface  of  China  is  mountainous  and  sterile,  a  fact  which 
struck  all  intelligent  travellers  and  visitors.  In  point  of  nati 
fertility  it  is  evidently  much  inferior  to  all  our  possessions  in  Ben^, 
and  even  to  Hindustan  in  general,  although  over  the  latter  coun- 
try it  possesses  great  advantage,  in  the  number  and  superiority  of 
its  navigable  rivers  and  harbours,.  The  population,  as  elsewhere^ 
has  accumulated  in  the  fertile  alluvial  plains  towurdt^  the  dSboutkt* 
vienlt  of  the  great  rivers,  along  the  borders  of  lakes,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  creeks,  bays,  and  harbours,  with  which  some 
parts  of  the  coast  appear  to  be  so  remarkably  indented.  Two  of 
the  most  populous,  as  well  as  industrious  and  civilized  provinces, 
Kiannan  and  Chekian,  besides  at>ounding  in  lakes  and  inlets  of  the 
sea,  contain  the  dtBouckemcni*  of  the  two  great  rivers  of  China, 
and  it  is    here  that  the    mass  of   the   population  appears  to  be 
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concentrated.      Shantan^    besidea  contmining  many   harbaurt  and  2S  Mmr,  1830^ 

lakea^  it    intersected  by   the    Imperial     Canal ;    and    Houkoaun,  

although  a  central   province,    contains    extensive   lakesy    and   i«  <^<>^  Cr«9jf^04t 
toteraected  by  one    of   the  Urge  riven^  which  appeara  to  fiaaa  ^* 

through  a  wide  plain  uninterrupted  by  mountains.  Two  of  the  pro- 
Tiocea  best  known  to  us»  Canton  and  Fokien,  are  ao  remarkably 
nKmnlaiiiouv  that  they  «eeni  alwayi  to  have  relied  upon  iheir 
Dcighbourbood*  Cor  iu|iplie»  of  coro»  the  6r&t  being  rumisbed  from 
the  neighbourii^  province  to  the  westward  of  it,  and  recently  from 
the  Philippine  I&Iand^,  and  the  last  from  iho  fertile  and  under* 
peopled  island  of  Formosn.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  tlic 
population  of  the  pr  f  Canton  is  Ibr  the  present  lames  much 

tta4erraled|  and  tl  i  mean»t  of  the   u>rcign  trade  it  hiu 

greatly  augmented  •* i  .r;  forty  yeara  since  the  census  wa»  taken » 

By  the  editors  of  the  Canton  Regit»ter,  I  (>crceive  that  It  is  conil* 
dered  to  be  as  populous  a«  Scotland,  or  to  contain  about  two 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  which  would  give  twcnty-Hvs 
of  fifUen  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile.  The  extent  of  the 
tn  the  province  of  Canton,  and  the  neighbouring  one  of 
Kooanai,  is  indicated  by  the  targe  amount  of  two  articles  of  the 
exports  of  China  to  foreign  parts,  easaia  and  camphor,  both  of 
which  are  productions  of  the  (ort*U  Canton,  for  example,  pro- 
dooea  yearly  not  much  less  than  <S,000  peculs  of  the  latter  article, 
or  about  800»000  lbs.  weight.  The  frequent  presence  of  the  raetal^i 
hi  the  north-western  provinces  indicates  a  mountainoui  country, 
m  primitive  formation,  and  a  territory  not  distinguished  for 
fertility.  This,  indeed,  i»  well  known  to  be  the  case,  particularly 
with  the  ijreat  province  of  Yunnan.  On  the  north-west  frontier  the 
oountry  is  still  more  sterile;  and  here  occurs  the  great  province  of 
Shieiiiiy  with  leas  than  two  inhabitants  to  a  square  mile.  This  part 
of  the  ooontry  is  not  only  destitute  of  rivers,  but  liable  to  droughts, 
add  to  the  depredations  of  locusts. 

Kepfnue, — The  account  of  the  revenue  t«  taken  from  the  Imperial 
Ciril  Kalendar,  publishcKl  quarterly  at  Pekin.  The  statement  her« 
given  by  M.  Klaproth  secm*i  to  be  the  same  ai  that  which  has  been 
inuialaied  by  Mr.  Huttmann,  the  secretary  of  the  Hoyal  AHiaiic 
Society,  and  refers  to  as  lute  a  period  as  the  year  1^14.  The  Chinese 
revenue  consists  of  a  land-tax,  partly  levied  in  money  and  partly  in 
kind,  customs  and  transit  duties,  a  monopoly  of  salt,  licenses  of 
pawnbrokers,  and  other  miscellaneous  taxes,  a  tax  levied  on  coals  at 
the  Diine,  &c.  M.  Klaproih  gives  the  total  amount  of  the  revenue 
levied  in  money  at  a  turn  which  is  equal,  taking  the  Chinese  ounce 
at  df.,  to  £lQfillBjt50t  and  MrJluttmann  at  jei0,8l8,3(>7  :  adding 
to  the  firat  the  value  of  the  tax  in  coru,  we  have  the  sum  of 
Xnf649p^lS  given  in  the  table.  According  to  this  view,  the  taxes 
paid  by  one  hundred  and  forty-one  millions  of  Chinese  do  not  greatly 
eacaaa  oae-AoZ/'of  what  is  paid  by  ninety  millions  of  British  subjects 
ia  India,  much  inferior  to  them  in  industry  and  civilication.  The 
taa  per  head  in  China  is  It.  7id.  z  in  the  British  posaessions  in  India 
it  is  4j,  B^d.^  The  land-tax  in  China,  the  principal  one,  is  said  to 
be  fijced  and  permanent ;  and  indeed  the  moderation  of  the  taxes 
tbfoughout  is,  in  all  proluibility,  the  principul  element  in  the  good 
foveroment  of  the  Chinese ;  for  that  good  government  exists,  in  a 

*  AVie.^ East- India  Annud  llcvvnut  Aecounti,  |irinteil  Htsy  t8S8« 
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fektif e  degree,  is  Bufficieotly   indicated  by  the  superiority  of  the 
people  tn  all  useful  industi^  to  every  other  Asiatic  fiation. 

MUHarif  Force. — ^One-third  of  the  military  force  of  China  is  add 
to  exist  only  Dn  the  muster-rolls.  Whether  this  be  the  case  or  not, 
no  doubt  the  whole  is  a  burden  upon  the  people  and  governoKmt. 
The  amount  is  not  so  exorbitant  as  might  be  supposed^  bein^  but  u 
one  to  119  to  the  %?ho]e  population:  ivhcreas  the  army  of  Husiiai 
the  country  that  moat  resemblea  China,  is  as  one  to  75. 


3687a,  You  have  stated  Uiat  China  Proper  extends  from 
the  20th  degree  of  latitude  to  the  4^th ;  are  there  not  territo- 
ries dependent  upon  China  which  extend  much  farther  north 
than  that  ?— Yes ;  there  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  of 
those  territories  in  the  table,  but  it  is  little  better  than  con- 
jecture* 

3688<j.  Will  you  state  to  what  degree  of  latitude  the  territo- 
ries dependent  upon  China  reach  ? — I  cannot ;  I  should  aay, 
probably,  to  the  4-3th  or  47  tli  degree.  Pekin  itself  is  nearly  in 
the  latitude  of  40, 

3689a.  Have  you  paid  particular  attention  to  the  tea  trade? 
- — Yes,  I  have  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  it. 

3690a.  Will  you  state  the  result  of  your  joguiries  respeclioj} 
the  cultivation  of  tea? — Having  never  been  in  China,  I  Iiave 
never  seen  the  tea-plant  cultivated  properly  as  it  ought  to  be; 
1  have  seen  the  tea-plant  growing  in  Cochin  China  only, 

369  let.  lo  what  degrees  of  latitude  is  it  generally  grown  ?— 
It  will  grow  any  wliere ;  but  it  will  make  very  bad  tea  in  warm 
climates.  It  is  a  very  vigorous,  hardy  plant ;  I  have  seen  it 
live  upon  the  very  Equator*  or  close  to  it;  and  it  grows  again  aa 
far  as  the  45th  degree  of  latitude, 

3692fl*  Within  what  degrees  of  latitude  do  you  think  it  could 
be  grown,  so  as  to  produce  a  good  article  of  commerce  ? — One 
can  judge  only  from  what  is  known  to  take  place  in  China.  I 
believe  good  tea  is  confined  generally  to  the  climate  probably 
extending  from  23  to  32  or  33  degrees. 

36933.  Do  you  understand  that  the  tea-plant  is  cultivated  in 
most  of  the  provinces  of  China?— There  is  no  doubt  it  is.  I 
know  it  to  be  cyltivated  in  the  province  of  Yannen,  w^hich  is  the 
most  western ly  province  of  China,  because  I  have  seen  it 
brought  in  considerable  quatitittes  to  Ava ;  and  it  was  stated 
to  be  the  product  of  that  province. 

3694fl.  Is  it  cultivated  in  any  other  country  besides  China?— 
It  is  cultivated  in  Japan,  in  Codiin  China,  and  in  Tonqutn. 

3695^.  Is  any  of  the  tea  that  is  grown  out  of  China  as  good  as 
that  wluch  is  the  genuine  China  tea  ? — All  other  tea  that  I 
have  seen  is  sufficiently  bad.  I  take  it  that  a  great  deal  of  skill 
and  industry  are  necessary  to  grow  tea.  I  should  think  that  the 
vine  is  almost  a  complete  parallel  with  the  tea-plaiiL     The  !«• 
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is  knonn  to  be  botaoicallj  one  species^  so  b  the  rme;  todf  I  sSMif.  IMi; 

believe,  eveij   diitioction   that  arUes  betweea  grten  les  aoA 

bbck  tea  to  be  o«rio^  to  cUinaie,  »oiU  and  cultiTation.     The 

places  that  produce  Dfie  teai  are  Uke  the  spots  which  produce 

fioe  wiiitt,  from  all  accounta  exceedingly  Umited ;  th^  placet 

that  produce  coarse  teas  are  very  widely  spread, 

S6%a«  It  the  coarse  tea  in  general  consumption  lliroi^hoiiT 
Chins  ? — From  all  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  is  in  tfny 
f  ri^*'  cultivatian  and  general  cnOitHnption*  It  could  not  t^ 
gCPMdly  cunibuined  unless  it  were  groMlIv  cultivated,  Tlie 
people  are  poor,  and  could  not  aftbrd  to  use  tt  ii^  it  were  not  cul- 
tivated upon  the  very  spot  where  it  is  consumed. 

S6d7a*  Do  tlie  lower  orders  in  Chino  drink  tea  ? — I  hare  vmf 
ilerslood  universally.  Those  that  reside  in  foreign  countries  are 
perpetually  sipping  tea.  I  recollect  a  Hindoo  sepoy  once  called 
my  attention  to  some  Chinese  who  were  it  work,  telUnr  me, 
that  those  people  never  drank  water,  that  tliey  always  drank 
tea  ;  that  was  the  explanation  he  gave.  The  matter  appeared,  of 
course,  strange  to  one  of  a  people  who  tliemselves  hardly  ever 
drink  any  thing  but  water. 

S696a.  Can  you  state  the  description  of  tea  that  is  in  com- 
mon use  amongst  the  lower  class  of  Chinese;  is  it  bohea  or 
Congo  ? —Those  are  European  names*  I  believe  1  have  under- 
stood irom  the  Chinese,  who  have  been  in  the  tea  districts^ 
that  the  name  of  Bohea,  particularly,  is  that  of  a  certain  place 
in  which  some  of  the  finest  black  tea  that  is  exported  is  grown ; 
but  I  think  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  statement  I  have  drawn 
up  that  the  tea  we  name  bohea  is  generally  consumed  in  China, 
I  have  a  comparative  statement  of  the  prices  of  new  and  old 
tea  in  Canton  in  season  in  1828-9 ;  I  hnd  that  the  bohea  tea 
b  precisely  of  the  same  price  in  ihe  mottih  of  May,  when  out 
oi  season,  that  it  is  in  the  month  of  No vc tuber,  in  season ;  that 

ere  if  not  the  least  variation  in  the  price,  whereas  there  is  an 
use  variation  in  the  prices  of  all  the  other  kinds,  par- 
rly  m  those  dealt  in  by  Europeans,  and  especially  in  the 


3699a.  Do  you  infer  that  the  teas  consumed  in  China  by  the 
themselves  are  black  teas  ?-^I  understand  them  to  be 
universally  black. 

9700a*  And  the  great  bulk  to  be  of  an  inferior  description  ? 

^-And  the  great  bulk  to  be  of  an  inferior  description,  of  course. 

3701a.  Have  you  recently  looked  at  the  qualities  of  teas 

Eiported  into  this  country,  and  can  you  state  tlie  proportion 

'^ich  the  inferior  descriptions  of  tea  bear  to  the  superior? — 

lavc  made  a  calculation  of  that,  but  1  have  it  not  by  me.     I 

re  a  statement  of  the  proportions  of  the  higher  classes  of  tea 

America  and  in  this  country.     Tea  is  an  article  of  general 

[>nsumpUon  in  this  country ;  it  is  not  so  to  so  great  a  degree 

America.  There  is  a  larger  proportion  of  good  tea  consumed 
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[t5M«r.  1^0.   in  America  than  there  is  in  this  country,  and  a  much  larger 

proportion  of  inferior  tea  is  consumed  in  this  country. 

i  ^/iirrf,      3702a.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  imports  of  teas 
*         for  the  English  market  consists  of  inferior  description  of  tea? — 
The  great  bulk  of  the  tea  consists  of  congo ;  I  think,  probttblft 
20,000,000  out  of  30,000,000* 

S703fl.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  fine  teas  re- 
quired for  the  market  of  Europe  might  be  augmented  in  China  ? 
^-I  should  think  not  very  materially.  The  kinds  that  are  now 
produced,  I  shouM  thiuk,  much  resemble  in  production  some  of 
the  finer  wines.  There  are,  as  is  well  known,  some  particular 
wines  of  which  the  quality  cannot  be  much  augmented  without 
deterioration  of  quality.  But  that  other  fine  teas,  not  at  present 
known  to  us^  may  be  discovered,  1  have  no  doubt,  because  tliere 
are  evidently  many  Hne  teas  that  do  not  reach  us ;  for  example, 
the  teas  sent  to  Russia  are  obviously  a  diiferent  description  of 
tea  altogether  from  those  that  we  receive,  and  the  produce  ap- 
parently of  other  provinces. 

S704<T-  Do  you  know  what  provinces  ? — No ;  I  sutpect  some 
of  the  central  provinces* 

3705a.  Is  that  of  a  diiferent  description  from  what  we  im- 
port ? — Yes,  it  differs  from  it  materially ;  it  is  evidently  another 
production  ;  it  dif  ers  from  it  as  much  as  claret  does  from  bur> 
gundy, 

3706flt,  Are  you  aware  whether  fine  tea  is  now  produced  in 
some  of  the  provinces  of  China  which  have  no  export  to  Europe? 
— ^I  have  been  told  so  by  Chinese,  and  the  fact  is  confirmed  by 
the  most  authentic  works  I  have  read. 

SW7a,  Wliat  are  those  provinces  ? — I  understand  there  is 
very  fine  tea  produced  in  Yunnan  and  Honkonang. 

3708a.  What  kind  of  tea  is  produced  in  Cochin  China?— 
Very  inferior  tea  indeed  ;  it  is  a  large-leafed  tea ;  very  little  care 
seems  to  be  taken  in  the  cultivation,  and  very  little  also  in  the 
preparation,  Tlie  Cochin  Chinese  do  not  infuse,  but  boil  it. 
The  tea,  it  may  be  remarked,  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  plantt  for 
the  larger  the  leaf  and  the  older,  the  less  strength  and  flavour 
there  seems  to  be  in  the  tea,  and  the  younger  the  leaf  the  more 
delicate  and  htgh-fiavoured  it  is. 

3709a.  Do  tlie  better  classes  in  Cochin  China  consiune 
Chinese  tea  ? — They  do. 

3710a.  Is  that  the  case  in  the  Burman  empire? — In  the 
Burman  empire  they  consume  very  little  tea,  besides  what  they 
grow  themselves.  This  last,  although  a  genuine  tea  botanicallyi 
is  a  peculiar  variety.  The  Burmese  mix  it  with  oil  of  seasimmm 
and  garlic,  and  give  it  to  their  guests  as  a  token  of  welcoinet 
There  is  a  very  large  consumption  of  it,  and  it  is  a  considerable 
branch  of  trade. 

371  la.  Can  you  furolzih  the  committee  with  any  infbrtuatio0 
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im  the  Riusian  tea-trade  ?— When  I  residea  at  Brusi^U.  25  Stbr,  isao. 

pght  or  nine  monthn  ago,  a  Belgian  gentleman  of  rank         TZLu.^ 

I  to  fumUh  me  with  answers  to  an^  i|ueries  I  might  put      **      *y«y** 

be  iubjecl* 

la.  Was  he  engaged  in  commerce? — He  wax  not  engaged 

Bierce ;  but  he  wrote  to  a  gentleman  at  St.  I'etersbtifvh 

ia>  and  I  have  here  a  trandation  of  the  rc|iliee  of  the 

» Ibe  ^iieations  which  I  prepared. 

ta.  Will  you  haTe  the  goodoesa  to  read  them. 

[  Tkg  miineu  read  ike  *aiw»  as  Jolimxa  ••] 

^bal  kinds  of  toi  are  imported  from  Chiaa  to  Kijichts  ? 

I  hut  of  the  first  auatitieft,  whether  hlack  or  green ;  \mt  the 
f  importatioM  consist  of  btack,  the  green  being  Imt  of  slender 
Bifiinon  in  Rubsia. 

pbai  are  the  pnces  at  Kischta  of  low,  nitdfittn[;,  snd  first 
Ses  ?"■  -At  the  inferior  qualities  are  not  imported  mio  HuMsin, 
I  been  already  seen,  the  prices  cannot  conscquentl)'  be  nnnexed, 
eonstinpiion  has  a  detertni nation  towards  the  fiml  iptidilic^,  on 
mt  of  the  duty  being  the  same  for  all  kinda,  witJiout  diMinction 
hmr  0r  ^piality.  Thus,  a  pound  of  very  inferior  tea  paf  s  exacciv 
pna  OMlonMiouAe  duty  as  the  tnoat  »dect  which  ii  iaiportea« 
to  the  price  of  the  first  qualities,  it  is  diStcalt  to  detemtine  it 
jb»  t^ecaaae  the  tea  is  always  taken  in  barter,  against  Rmnian 
PMr  productions,  principally,  however,  Russian.  This  barter, 
lit  ootiraly  in  the  hands  of  the  Russian  merchants,  ia  an 
Irfe  to  obtaining,  unless  very  imperfectly,  the  rod  price  of  teas 
ladtta.     Thi«  matter,  in  fact,  is  made  a  secret  with  the  mer- 

tUowever,  according  to  the  information  which  I  have  ot>- 
the  price  of  black  or  preen  tea  may  be  commonly  eatiniated 
iMit  three  paper  rubles  the  Russian  pound* 
what  are  the  prices  of  tea  at  St.  Petersburgb  ?-^— The  answer 
4io  the  first  question  is  cquallv  applicable  here,  as  far  aa  relates 
lb  inferior  qualities,  of  which  the  price  is  not  known  at  8L 
Ebargh*  On  the  other  hand,  as  in  Russia  black  teas  are  in 
Lrequest  than  green,  they  bear  the  same  price  at  Petersburgb 
lloscow,  where  the  trade  is  principally  conducted ;  both  kinds 
BDimonly  sold  wholesale  at  from  eight  to  nine  paper  rubles  the 
Ian  pound.  The  importstiou  duty  of  three  paper  rubles^ 
as  and  proBts,  included. 
ire  the  teas  imported  at  Kischta  the  produce  of  the  provinces 

MMO  and  Fokien? No;  they  come  from  the  centre  of 

b 

tre  the  teas  consumed  in  Russia  equal,  in  point  of  taatt  and 

IT,  to  thoae  used  in  England,  France,  and  Germany  ? They 

I  all  respects  superior  to  those  consumed  in  these  lust  coun* 
In  the  first  place,  as  has  t>een  already  sdd,  the  higher  quali- 
Bly  are  consumed  in  Russia*  In  the  next,  they  undeigo  no 
Iryi^ge — a  voysge  which  causes  them  to  lose  much  of  their 
j[h,  freshoe^ft,  and  flavour.  To  make  a  comparison,  I  would 
lat  the  black  is  of  a  superior  quality  to  the  tea  known  by  us 
F  the  name  of  pekoe ;  wnd  that  the  green  h  belter  than  that 
I  passes  under  the  name  of  imperial.  In  u&e,  the  difference 
3  R 
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between  ihe  teas  coming  sea-w'ise  and  those  coioitig  b^  laud  ihrough 
Kiachta,  is  so  remarkable,  that  it  is  no  exag{»eration  to  say  thmt « 
pound  of  the  last  goes  as  far  as  iwo  pound*  of  the  first.  The  tea 
which  goes  under  the  name  of  Caravan  ten,  sells  in  Germany  and 
France  at  the  rate  of  10  or  IS?  iorins  the  half  Netherlands  pouinl, 
But  the  importation  of  this  tea  into  the  latter  countriea  is  fm) 
tritlingi  and  conaeqitently  it  i^^  difficult  to  get  it  genuine* 

**  What  is  the  quantity  of  tea  annually  brought  to  the  fair  of 

Kiachta  ? The  importations  of  tea  at  Kiachta,  and  at  two  other 

places  which  have  the  privilege  of  L'arr)ing  on  the  trade,  amount 
yearly  to  700,000  ponds,  or  38,000,000  of  pounds. 

"  What  class  is  it  that  consumes  tea  in  Russia? ^Thc  grtat 

mass  of  the  nation  uses  it,  frotu  the  lord  to  the  peasant  or  bcrf,  all 
Vkho  possess  a  little  means. 

"  What  is  the  yearly  value  of  the  exportalions  and  importations 

at  Kiachta? The  value  is  estimated  at  150,000,000  of  i*9\>cr 

rubles. 

**  Can  any  Russian  merchant  estahlish  himself  at  Kiachta  ? — 
The  nierchants  carrying  on  the  trade  are  for  the  most  part  Mus* 
coviles  ;  but  any  Russian  may  engage  in  it,  paying  the  corporation 
tax  (droits  dea  guildes). 

'*  What  are  the  principal  articles  disposed  of  by  the  Rusaisnii 

to  the  Chinese?- Among  other  articles,  broad-cloths,  veivds, 

poiemitet^  furs,  Italian  coral^  leather  { jaffis,  Sec.)* 

'*  Is  there  any  published  work  in  Russia  on  the  subject  of  the 

trade  carried  on  at  Kiachta? The  Russian  Government  hw  i 

statistical  work  on  the  subject^  but  it  is  not  published/' 


371 4a.  Wliat  is  the  value  of  ihe  paper  ruble  ?— About  l^d, 
or  thereabouts. 

371 5a«  Can  you  state  generally  the  course  of  the  Ruifiiin 
trade  with  China,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  tea  is  brought  lo 
Europe?— I  understaiiil  that  it  is  a  very  tedious  aHkir;  that 
when  the  goods  are  conveyed  by  water  it  take«  three  years  from 
Kiachta  to  the  eastern  frontier  of  European  Rusgia>  and  when 
it  comes  by  land  it  takes  one  year.  By  three  years  is  meant 
three  short  summers.  For  eight  or  nine  months  of  tlie  year 
tlie  rivers  are  frozen  up  and  impassable.  I  have  always 
that  this  branch  of  trade  mucli  resembled  in  character  the 
land  commerce  that  w^as  carried  on  before  the  discovery 
Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  that  if  tea  brought  sea-wise  could  he 
imported  into  Russia,  scarcely  a  pound  of  the  tea  now  used 
would  be  consumedj  fine  as  it  is*  The  direct  commerce  between 
Russia  and  China  would  then  probably  be  confined  to  that  jiart 
of  the  Kusfiian  empire  which  is  the  immediate  uctghbourhooii  of 
Cliina. 

3716fl.  Do  you  understand  that  the  Russians  eitperience  any 

diftlculty  from  being  in  immediate  contact  with  the  Chinese  ?*- 
I  do  not  understand  that  they  do,  I  have  read  tliat  they  have 
even  convicts  upon  the  very  frontiers.     It  b  stated  tlial  iherc 


tlie  year 

y  ofinr 
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are  a]#atr8  from  1,000  to  1,500  of  these,  and  that  when  they   25  Mt.  1830. 
escape  tiey  are  immediately  taken  up  by  the  Chinese  govern-  .^.    crowAtrd 
toent,  and  sent  back  again,  with  a  request  that  they  should         Bmf^* 
receive  a  little  additional  punishment  for  polluting  the  Chinese 
territory,  beyond  what  they  had  a  right  to  receive  for  their 
flight. 

8717ff.  How  long  did  you  reside  at  Sincapore  ? — About  three 
years. 

3718a.  What  is  the  population  of  Sincapore  ? — I  think  between 
8^000  and  9,000,  when  I  went  there  in  1823. 

8719a«  Were  you  the  resident  there  ? — I  was  the  resident  at 
Sincapore,  acting  under  the  Governor-general  of  Bengal. 

9720a.  When  was  the  settlement  first  made  at  Sincapore  ? — 
In  1819. 

8721ii.  Was  it  not  then  in  a  very  rude  state  ? — There  were 
only  200  or  300  Malay  inhabitants. 

S722a.  In  what  year  did  you  leave  it  ? — In  1825. 

S723a.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  population  then  ? — I 
l«ve  prepared  a  statement  upon  that  subject,  which  I  will 
dritrerin. 

\The  toitneu  delivered  in  the  tame^  xohich  was  read,  asJbUotos  .*] 

FopULATiOK  of  Sincapore  for  the  Five  Years  ending  1828. 


Europeans 

Native  Christians 

Arroen'aiis 

AMbs 

Natives  oC  Coromandel ) 

and  MalakMr / 

Htttves  of  Bengal  and  } 

-*»-~-  pans  of  Hin-  S 


Negroes  . 


Total. 


1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

206 

18 
17 

1827. 

1828. 

74 
74 
16 
15 

84 

132 

9 

10 

H7 

188 

19 

•   18 

108 

193 

25 

17 

390 

690 

605 

777 

1,095 

366 

226 

384 

244 

294 

1,851 
4,580 

3,317 

UOi 

5,130 

38 

3,828 

1,442 

5,697 

146 

4,279 

2 

7 

1,242 

4,790 

267 

6,088 

5 

1^252 

5,336 

355 

6,210 

10,683 

11,851 

1  2,905 

13.732 

14,885 

Troops  in  Sincapore,  561  ;  Convicts,  388. 
Increase  of  population  in  five  years  near  40  per  cent. 


8724a.  Is  that  number  you  have  stated  the  entire  number  of 
peraont  on  the  island,  or  only  of  fixed  settlers  ? — I  understand 
thoae  ie  be  the  fixed  settlers* 
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SS  Mar.  1^50.      3725«r.  Did  you  find  a  mixed  population  of  that  nature  difficult 

to  manage? — By  no  meais ;  quite  the  contrary. 

JStg,  '  3726fl.  What  is  the  na*  jre  of  the  harbour  of  Sincapore  ? — It 
is  an  open  road  ;  it  is  not  a  harbour.  But  this  is  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  in  those  latitudes  ;  there  is  never  a  storm  there ; 
X  have  never  known  even  a  squall  continue  more  than  half  an 
hour  or  three*quarter8  of  an  hour^  and  such  squallfi  are  of  no 
great  violence, 

3727fl,  Is  it  entirely  a  free  port? — Entirely.  The  Americans 
are  excluded  from  it ;  but  that  is  in  virtue  of  a  treaty  we  have 
witli  the  Americans,  by  wliicb,  in  consequence  ot  enjoying 
certain  privileges  beyond  others  at  these,  they  are  confined  io 
four  principal  settlements*  Sincapore  having  become  a  Bnti&h 
possession  since  the  treaty,  of  course  they  are  not  allowed  U> 
trade  to  it, 

3728a.  Are  there  any  duties  at  Sincapore  ? — ^No ;  nor  mj 
port-charges  whatever. 

Sl'-ZBa*  Do  you  attribute  the  increase  of  the  settlement  to 
that  circumstance  ?— No  doubt>  and  to  its  convenient  situatfoiL 

3730^.  Can  you  give  the  amount  of  exports  and  imports  to 
Sincapore  ? — I  have  a  statement  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Sincapore  for  the  years  1826-7  and  1827-8,  which  appeared  in 
the  Sincapore  Chronicle  of  the  1 1th  and  25th  September  1828, 

l^The  Viiiness  delivered  in  the  samCf  vtshidi  'mas  read,  tuJbS4mt\ 

IMPORTS. 

The  following  is  a  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Amount  of  the  Imports  c^ 
thm  Settlement  for  the  Years  1826.7,  and  iii27*8. 


NamsofPlicek 


CaJeutto , 

Madras    ,•,..•,...,« 

Bombay  ..,,,«. 

England 

Foreign  Europe 

America  .... 

China  -.,. ,.., 

Prince  of  Walea'  Iiland. 

Malacca <  • . , 

Java ,«...• , 

Isle  of  France « •  * , 

Ceylon  .  • . * . . , 

Siam  . 

Cochin  Cliina  .*•••••, 

Acheen 

Other  Native  Forts  . . 


1826-7. 


sicca  RupeiL 

19,53,1204 

4,03^001} 

2,55,7CK»| 

28,35,477 


15,13,555 

6,72,523 

3,06,431 

11,78,675 

82,12: 

10,525 

4,61,006 

3.22,790 

1,(M),932 

3I,S3»£I58 


1827-8. 


Sicca  Rupecn. 

23,16,4<i6 

4,14,697^ 

3,76,BK9, 

19,*0,l26j 

5,41,673; 

17,92,674^ 
0,83,015^^ 
2,78,627:  \ 

22,84,637} 
1,55.951 

19,355^ 
2,75,819; 
1,08,449: 
2,896 

35,14,720} 


.1,35,19,786 


l,4e,85,S99^ 


sicca  Rupees, 
3,63,346 
11,^964 
1,31,18** 

5,41,1573 

2.79,1194 
2,10,192} 

11,05,962 

73,828i 


3,60,764 


30,76,898} 


Skca 

9,1M50| 
3^C9t959 

27,61  li 


2,14»341 
98,0364 


181,10,6851 


Total  Inereaae  of  Inipont 12,66,2131  3kcm  Ropeca. 
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EXPORTS.  25  Mar.  1830. 

The  foDowiofr »  •  CowpwrntiTe  Stmlement  of  the  Amount  of  the  Exports  of  /^.TCLa-^/ 
this  Setil«m«it  for  thm  Yi.m«  lH2fi.7.  «iw1  IRi7^.  *'*'•*  Crotfyura, 


this  Settlement  for  the  Yean  1826.7,  and  18*27^. 


£ig. 


■  of  Pteen. 


To 


1826.7. 


1827.8. 


JbiVtend 

Foreign  Europe. 
Chuia 


SleeaRimeM. 

Cbleitttm ,  20^»,76U 

2,78,«r28l 

5,26,1881, 

21,15,118  I 

5,7M57J 

24,64,815  ; 

4,3M..'i56i 

3,69,777: 

8,26,966' 

59,900 

3,4l,33:v; 

Coehin  China 2,89,856  ' 

Aeheen    26.219^ 

Ocber  Native  PocU  ....    3,531,384  i 


SkaRopMS. 
8,59, 170^ 
6,74,3951 


J 


Mamitiut,  &c. 


SleeaRupMi. 

16,3l;i49| 

11,38,099 
1,88,012  , 

27,89,51311 
2.72,230} 

15,19,897  ; 
4,80,556 
6,46,1 22f 

10,26,379 
1,19,122} 
4,57,713} 
85,576  I 


35,I7,438J         — 


42,l99}i 
2,76,345, 
1,99,413  . 

59,222, 
1,16,380  ; 


SleeaRupMi. 
4,08,412 

3,38,176} 

.%02,226} 
9,44,918 


2,04,280} 
26,219} 
l:i,945| 


1,38,8.3,062  138,72,010j  22,27,126J   22,38,I78J 


Total  Decrease  of  Exporu 11,052  Sicca  Rupees. 


373 la«  Have  you  got  an  account  of  the  tea  imported  into 
Smcapore  ? — I  have  an  account  of  the  tea  exportea,  but  none 
of  the  tea  imported.  It  is,  however,  given  in  a  manner  that  is 
not  very  distinct,  and  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  quantities  as 
they  ought  to  be  given.  In  1826-7  it  was  2,462  boxes  and  103 
peculs,  three  chesU  and  275  packages.  In  1827-8,  267  i)eculs, 
10  catties,  1,572  chests,  and  80  packages. 

S732a.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  notion  of  the  quan- 
tity of  tea  consumed  by  the  Chinese  in  Sincapore  ? — I  have  an 
extract  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  oincapore  about  a 
month  ago,  dated  the  31st  of  July  1829.  I  put  the  question  to 
ooe  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Sincapore,  and  this  is  the 
Mtfwer  I  received  to  it : — "  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  the  in- 
fiNrmation  about  the  tea-trade  in  the  way  that  I  would  wish. 
Tbe  Chinese  here  say  a  family  of  six  persons  will  consume 
about  30  catties  (iOlbs.)  annually  of  gooa  tea,  costing  SO  to  40 
doDars  the  pecul  (11^*  to  I5^a.  per  pound);  labourers  fully 
twice  that  quantity,  at  about  10  dollars  the  pecul,  (S\d.  per 
pound.)  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  both  tea  and  raw  silk 
could  he  brought  here  by  the  junks  to  any  extent,  were  there 
anj  inducement  for  them  to  do  so.  I  will,  however,  endeavour 
to  get  detailed  information  to  some  extent,  and  write  you  more 
Wj  hereafter." 

873Sa.  Have  you  formed  any  calculation  of  the  consumption 
of  tea  in  China,  deduced  from  that  datum  ? — The  consumption 
hare  given  for  the  lower  orders  b  double  the  consumption  for 
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Mar.  1830*  tlie  better  classes;  it  amounts  to  70  pounds  weight  per  annum, 
at  an  average,  for  the  lower  classes,  for  a  family  of  six  persons. 
But  the  labouring  classes  in  Sincapore  are,  in  all  probabihty,  in 
far  more  easy  circumstances  than  the  labouring  clas^^es  in  China ; 
and  though  the  tea  be  cheaper  here,  it  is  not  likely  tliat  the 
lower  orders  there  should  be  able  to  consume  an  equal  quantity. 
Supposing  they  consumed  only  one-half  of  it,  and  that  the 
population  be  taken  at  HI  millions^  exclusive  of  Tartary,  there 
would  be  alwut  280  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  consumed,  or 
about  twenty-eight  times  the  consumption  of  this  country^ 

S734a>  You  have  been  on  a  mission  to  Siam  and  Cochin 
China  ? — I  have. 

3735flf.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  conducting  the  objects 
of  that  mission,  as  arising  from  your  not  being  clothed  with 
authority  Jrom  the  King  of  this  country  ? — I  certainly  did  ;  and 
in  the  Btirman  mission  also. 

3736a.  If  you  had  been  considered  as  deputed  from  the  King 
of  England,  do  you  conceive  that  you  would  have  had  greater 
facilities  In  accompllshiog  the  objects  of  the  mission? — 1  do 
not  know  with  respect  to  mere  commercial  objects  that  I  should 
have  had  more  facility,  but  I  should  have  had  a  more  gracious 
reception.  Tliey  were  offended  at  receiving  a  mission  from 
a  governor  or  viceroy.  Had  my  powers  been  derived  from  the 
Crown,  I  should  have  been  received  at  Cochin  China^  where  1 
was  not  received  at  all. 

37S7/J.  Were  you  deputed  by  the  Governor-general  of  India? 
— I  was. 

3738ii.  Upon  what  ground  do  you  form  that  opinion  ? — Upon 
the  positive  assurance  of  the  persons  connected  with  the  court 
of  Cochin  China. 

3739a,  Did  you  go  to  Siam  in  a  King's  vessel*  or  in  a  merchant 
vessel  ? — I  went  there  in  a  merchant  vessel  selected  expressly 
for  the  purpose.  I  might  have  had  an  armed  vessel ;  but  it  wa« 
my  own  suggestion  that  it  should  be  a  merchant  vessel,  and  it 
was  readily  acceded  to  by  the  Government,  who  saw  the  pro- 
priety of  It. 

3740a.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of  Cochin 
China? — I  did  ;  and  had  interviews  with  them. 

3741  ff.  You  have  referred,  in  a  statement  you  have  delivered 
in»  to  the  opinions  of  M,  Klaproth ;  by  what  means  did  you 
become  acquainted  with  those  opinions? — By  reading  them  in 
M.  Klaproth'a  works* 

3742ff-  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  what  Mr.  Klaproth's 
opinion  is  as  to  the  opening  of  the  trade  in  China  to  British 
ships  generally ?^ — I  have  noL  But  I  should  not  tliink  that 
M.  Klaproth *s  opinion  was  worth  a  farthing.  I  should  think 
that  a  recluse  scholar,  residing  in  Paris,  could  be  no  judge  o{ 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  of  tbb  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  489 

the  meriu  or  demeriu  of  a  great  political  question,  touching  25  Mar.  1830. 

the  intereats  of  this  country.  

S743a.  Upon  what  ground  have  you  thought  it  expedient  to  '^'^  ^^'^' 
give  to  the  Commiitee  any  detail  of  the  opinions  of  M.  Klaproth 
upoo  this  subject  ? — I  give  no  opinion  of  M.  Klaproth  whatever. 
I  have  given  a  translation  by  M.  Klaproth  of  certain  original 
Chinese  works.  I  never  quoted  any  opinion  of  M.  Klaproth. 
'  S744a.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  been  in  various  parts 
of  India,  and  also  in  the  islands,  holding  various  situations ;  in 
what  situation  were  you  first  admitted  into  the  Company's 
aervice  ? — I  went  into  the  Company's  service  in  a  medical  ca- 
pacity in  the  first  instance  ;  through  my  own  industry  in  some 
respects,  and  through  probably  a  larger  share  of  good  fortune, 
I  was  in  time  raised  to  situations  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

37450.  Do  you  think  that  the  Chinese  settlers  could  cultivate 
the  tea-plant  with  advantage  in  any  of  the  British  possessions 
in  India? — They  might  be  usefully  employed  in  that  capacity ; 
but  I  should  thmk,  from  what  I  know  of  the  character  of  the 
Chinese,  and  of  the  people  of  India  generally,  that  without  tlic 
aid  of  European  capital  and  European  superintendence,  the 
thing  is  not  to  be  done  in  India. 

8746a.  Do  you  think  the  tea-plant  could  be  cultivated  in  India? 
«->!  think  there  is  every  reason  to  think  that  it  might ;  it  has  not 
been  actually  done,  and  therefore  it  is  difficult  to  say  absolutely 
that  it  could.  But  I  am  given  to  understand  that  it  is  cultivated 
with  perfect  success  in  the  Brazils.  I  see  that  circumstance 
stated  in  the  work  of  a  man  o£  very  considerable  abilities.  Dr. 
Clark  Abel,  who  accompanied  Lord  Amherst,  and  with  whom 
I  bad  myself  conversations  upon  the  subject. 

S747a.  To  what  extent  is  it  cultivated  in  the  Brazils? — To  a 
very  trifling  extent;  and  in  the  botanical  gardens  of  Rio 
Janeiro.  Dr.  Abel  saw  it  prepared ;  and  he  stated  that  the 
process  was  according  to  the  Chinese  plan.  All  this,  I  should 
say,  was  reported  by  him  after  he  had  seen  the  cultivation  and 
preparation  of  tea  in  China. 

374Sa.  Do  you  think  that  any  considerable  commerce  could 
be  carried  on  between  tliis  country  and  the  ports  of  Siam  or 
Cochin  China  ? — There  is  a  very  considerable  commerce  carried 
on  indirectly  through  the  medium  of  Sincapore,  and  one  that, 
generally  speaking,  increases  from  year  to  year. 

374^.  Do  you  mean  a  direct  intercourse  between  Cochin 
China  and  Siam,  or  an  intercourse  been  Cochin  China  and 
Sincapore,  and  between  Sincapore  and  Siam?— I  mean  a  direct 
intercourse  between  Sincapore  and  those  two  countries. 

3750a*  Are  there  any  articles  that  can  be  sent  from  this 
country  that  would  be  required  there  ? — There  are  great  diffi- 
culties in  any  direct  intercourse  witli  the  Siamese.  I  went  upon 
a  mission  to  that  country,  and  I  experienced  very  considerable 
dilSctiltiea. 


25  Mar,  1830 
John  Crftufurdf 
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3751/1.  In  what  year  did  you  go?— In  1B21. 

S752a*  Can  you  state  the  principal  difficulties  you  met  with  ? 
— The  ^eatest  difficulty,  I  think,  is  the  government  itself 
carrying  on  trade,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  government  carry- 
ing on  trade*  The  king  owns  junks,  the  princes  own  junks,  and 
1  believe  the  princesses  own  large  junks.  They  think  that  the 
best  way  of  deriving  gain  from  trade ;  and  have  no  conceptioo 
tiiat  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  to  admit  a  free 
intercourse*  They  are  in  possession  of  their  perquisites,  and 
they  like  to  keep  Uiem. 

3753(2.  In  what  way  were  difficulties  thrown  in  your  way; 
was  it  by  prohibitions  or  duties  ? — The  duties  are  inconsiderable* 
The  principal  difficulty  is  the  government  carrying  on  trade^ 
and  exercising  a  right  of  pre-emption :  the  duties  are  not  heavy, 
and  life  and  property  are  ijerfectly  secure. 

3754ff.  What  articles  do  tbey  chiefly  deal  in  ? — Siam  produce* 
a  great  number  of  articles ;  it  is  a  very  fertile  and  productive 
country. 

37.>5a,  With  what  countries  do  they  chiefly  trade? — ^Thelr 
principal  intercourse  is  with  China.  This  is  a  very  large  trade. 
Dankok,  the  capital  of  Siani^  is  probably  the  largest  Asiatic 
trading  place  in  the  East,  next  to  Canton, 

3756fl.  Arc  there  articles  produced  in  Siam  which  we  not 
produced  in  our  colonies,  which  may  become  articles  of  im- 
portation into  this  country? — We  receive  at  this  moment  a 
large  quantity  of  the  produce  of  Siam  in  this  country,  which  is 
brought  to  Sincapore  by  the  junks  I  have  mentioned,  and 
eventually  brought  here  :  as  for  example,  a  large  quantity  of 
sugar,  which  is  found  in  the  price -currents  under  the  name  of 
China  and  Siam  sugar. 

3757«.  Are  there  other  articles  that  are  peculiar  to  Stam  ?— 
I  do  not  know  that  1  could  name  articles  exclusively  Siamese. 
Gamboge  is  an  article  which  is  not  exactly  peculiar  to  Siam, 
but  it  is  chiefly  brought  from  that  country ;  it  is  a  produce  of 
GambodJaj  as  its  name  implies. 

3758fl.  The  question  refers  to  the  Malay  Penmsula  gene- 
i-ally  ? — There  are  a  great  number  of  articles  ;  pepper,  teak- 
wood,  tin,  &c. 

3759rt.  Is  there  any  direct  commercial  intercourse  with  Siam? 
— Several  ships  have  gone  there;  there  have  been  several 
American  and  English  ships. 

3760a.  To  what  [>ort8  ? — To  the  port  of  Bankok,  which  is  on 
the  river  that  runs  through  a  wide  and  extensive  valley,  and 
empties  itself  into  the  Gulf  of  Siam. 

3761fl.  Have  British  manufactures  found  their  way  into  con- 
sumption in  Siam  ? — Very  largely.  I  do  not  know  any  people 
that  consume  British  manufactures  more  largely,  the  population 
being  considered,  except  probably  the  inhabitants  of  the  island 
of  Java. 


J 
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3762a.  You  state  that  there  are  eighty  or  ninety  junks  trading  25  Mar.  1830. 
between  China  and  Siam ;  can  you  state  what  articles  are  car-  - — 

ried  in  those  junks  ? — A  great  variety  of  articles  ;  sugar,  pepper,  •'°*'*  Sj^*-^"'' 
gamboge,  great  quantities   of  wood   for  furniture,  hides,  tin,         ^* 
bones  of  animals,  which  I   believe  are  partly  used  as  manure, 
and  partly  in  the  manufacture  of  certain  utensils. 

S763a.  What  are  the  articles  of  British  manufacture  chiefly 
in  demand  there  ? — Chintzes  and  white  cloth,  and  woollens, 
and  now  a  considerable  quantity  of  cotton  twist. 


Luna,  29<>  die  Martii,    1830. 

ROBERT  RICKARDS,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and  examined.  S9  If sr.  isao. 

3764a.  You  presented  to  the  Committee  a  calculation  of  the  R.  Rkkmlt, 
pro6t  and  loss  of  one  year*s  investment  of  the  China  tra«ie  in  •^* 
1820-21,  being  the  last  year  which  you  considered  to  be  com- 
plete in  the  several  items  necessary  to  make  up  that  charge ; 
have  you,  since  making  up  that  account,  made  up  a  similar 
account  for  any  other  years  of  the  fourteen  to  which  the  tables 
allude  ?  It  appeared  to  me  at  my  former  examination  that 
there  were  some  objections  made  to  the  statement  1  then  deli- 
vered in,  in  consequence  of  the  amounts  of  tea  purchased  in 
China  and  the  quantities  sold  in  this  country  not  corresponding. 
That  induced  me  to  refer  again  to  the  official  documents ;  and  I 
found,  upon  examination,  that  there  were  sundry  years  in  those 
documents  when  the  purchases  and  the  sales  more  nearly 
agreed.  I  have  therefore  got  now  with  roe  three  statements, 
one  of  which  is  for  the  first  year  of  the  series  contained  in  the 
Tables  No.  81,  32,  and  33  of  Papers,  &c.  4th  June  1829,  or 
1814-15 ;  the  other  is  for  the  last  year  of  the  series,  or  1827-8 ; 
and  the  other  is  an  average  of  the  whole  period.  The  two  first 
of  these  statements  being  for  the  first  and  last  years  of  this 
period,  and  the  Committee  being  in  possession  of  a  statement 
for  one  of  the  central  years,  I  next  cast  up  all  the  columns  of  the 
Tables  31,  32,  and  33,  and  thence  deduced  an  average  of  the 
purchases,  sales,  and  charges  for  the  whole  period ;  and  the 
three  statements,  thus  prepared,  are  delivered  m  as  containing 
the  results  of  this  investigation. 

[Z%e  wihteu  delivered   in  the  same,  Nos,  1,  2,  andS,  tohieh 
were  read,  as  Jbllows :'] 


3s 
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29  Mar.  1830.  N*.  1^— SninMnT  to  ihow  «h«  appwcnt  RcmU  of  tlM  £Mt  lodk  Conipa^ 
lly^l  TcA  Tnde  on  tbe  QMotity  imrehMed  in  Cantoii  io  1614*15»  ud% 
corretpoading  Quantity  aold  in  1815-16;  and  taking  tbo  CbMrgm  in  China 
and  in  England  at  tbe  aame  Amount  aa  particularisad  in  tba  Oflicial  Dncn- 
ment  before  refSwrcd  to  for  1820-21.'— (Fikfe  PvUanMntarj  Pipani  14ah 
Mqrl824.) 


Cost  of  26,195,144  lbs.  of  tea«xport. 
ed  bjT  the  East  India  Gompany  frain 
Canton  to  England  in  1814-15,  as 
per  No.  32  of  "  Papers  relating  to 
tbelVade  with  India  and  China,'* 
4th  June  1P29 jf  1,743,081 

Fk^ight  and  demurnq^y 
as  per  No.  31  of  ditto 
ditto 1,680,682 

Oiarges  in  Cbhia  and 
England,  as  before. .         6 1 8. 849 


Profit. . 


4,042,618 
60^56 

^^4,1 02,1668 


IntaNit  on  hona  bond^dabt  aa 
par  No.  21  of  <*  Papers  relating 
to  the  Finances  of  India,  &c 
Feb.  1830,^'  for  tbe  year  1815. 
16. £235,967 

Dividends  on  atock  as 
per  do.  fordo 629,902 

£865,869 


Sate  amount  of  36»234,244  lbs.  Ht 
tea  in   1815-16,  aa  par  No.  33  ef 

'*  Papers  relating  to  tbe  Trade  with 
India  and  China,*'  4th  Jooe 
1829 £4,102,(68 


Pirofit  braugbt  down.. 
Deficiency  .  • 


60,054 
805,813 

£865,869 


^.  A.-^In  this  Account  the  sale  amount  of  tea,  it  wiH  be  obsarrcd,  i 
the  quantity  reported  from  China  ;  but  if  fi?e  per  cent,  (as  in  the 
staienaents)  be  allowed  for  wastage,  and  accordingly  deducted  fr^im  lbs 
sale-price,  it  will  exhibit  a  loss  on  this  account  of  £145,077  instead  of  the 
small  profit  above  stated,  and  therefore  make  the  v^hdle  deficiency 
£1,010,946. 


No.  2. — Statement  to  show  the  apparent  Result  of  the  East-India  Coa^ 
pany's  Tea  Trade,  on  the  Quantity  purchased  in  Canton  in  1827-8^  and  a 
eorregpondltig  ^Quantity  sold  in  1828-9,  and  taking  the  CbacgM  in  <'i4iif 
and  England  at  the  same  Amount  aa  particufaoised  in  the  Official  Doco- 
ment  for  1820-21. 


Cost  in  1827-8  of  31,593,1 76  lbs.  of 

tea,  exported  by  the   East-India 

Company  to  England,  as  per   No. 

32  of  "Papers  rekting  to  the  Trade 

with 


Sale  amount  of  30,269,508  lbs.  of 

tea,   in  182H.9,  as  per  No.  41  of 

"  Papers  reUting  to  the  trade  of 

India  and  China/*  Februair  1830, 

beiiif 
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rich  India  uid  Cbina,  4ch  June 

1889    £1,9IAIM9* 

%kt  And  dfloiorraft, 

■  per  No.  81  <tf  ditto         783,759 

«!••  in  China  and 

Si^lttid  at  before  ..         618,849 


ProAt. 


3,384,027 
143,030 

je3,527,057 


nvtt  on  home  debt  for  1828-9,  I 
■  per  No.  '21   of   Pape^^*'  &c. 
rabruarx  1B:$0    ....       i:iJ8,124 
idends  on  stock  for  ! 

itto,  as  per  ditto   . .  629,071  I 

je787,19.S 


being  a  quantity  (with  the  allow-  29  Mar.  1830. 

ance  of  S  per  cent  for  wastage)  

equal     to     that    parehaned     hi  A.  Rickmrdg, 

1827-8   if3^27,057t  £sg. 


Profit  brought  down  . 

lii.030 

Deficiency 

644,165 
£787,195 

It  may  be  remarked  of  this  sum,  that  30,269,508  lbs.  of  lea,  in  the  pro- 
EMMW  given  of  the  different  sorts  in  the  document  of  No.  4 1  above  referred 
irould,  according  to  the  prices  of  tlie  period  quoted  in  the  Canton  Price- 
icnt,  cost  j£  1,936,58^:  a  sum  so  nearly  corresponding  with  that  in  the 
re  statement,  that  we  may  conclude  the  prices  generally  of  the  price-cur- 
a  are  those  at  which  the  Company's  purchases  or  contracts  are  made. 

In  No.  33  of  "  Papers  relating  to  the  Trsde  with  Indiaand  Cbin%*'  the 
I  amount  of  1H2H-9  is  sUted  at  ir3,286,272  on  28,230;i83  Ibe.  This 
lid  exhibit  an  actual  loss  instewl  of  profit,  as  eompared  with  prime 
tMid  charges.  There  is,  indeed,  a  discre}Mincy  in  the  odicial  documents  M 
he  quantities  of  tea  sold  in  this  year,  which  the  authorities  at  the  India- 
Me  ean  alone  explain. 

■  Ho.  33  of  Papers,  &c.,  as  above,  the  quantity  sold  is  Ibn. 

atated  to  be 28,230,383 

D  No.  38  of  the  same  Papers 29,982,080 

■  No.  41  of  the  "Papers,**  February  1830     3e,a(i9,50J 

l»fe  taken  the  larcrer  quantity  and  sum,  as  above  sUted,  from  the 
iera  of  1 830,  as  appearing  to  afford  a  more  unobjectionable  comparison 
k  dw  qoantity  of  tea  purchased.  The  result  is  a  small  profit,  but  leaviiw 
dtloiate  deficiency,  as  compared  with  "  interest  on  bond  debt  and  din- 
dit**  of  more  than  the  whok  amount  of  the  dividends. 
H  the  item  for  freight  and  demurrage,  it  DMiy  be  added,  that  if  on  further  in- 
J  it  should  be  found  to  contain  Indian  as  well  as  Chinese  freight,  it  may 
DOC  exceed  the  average  of  f^hts  exclusively  Chinese  for  a  scries  of  years ; 
m  the  average  of  the  commercial  freights  and  demurrage  given  in  No.  31 
o  lets  in  the  fifteen  yean  herein  specified  than  £854,008.  Any  surplus, 
mwr,  that  may  be  included  in  the  above-mentiooed  charge  for  freight  and 
lomge,  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the  avowed  lots  on  exports  to 
M»  and  other  items  of  loss  and  charge  which  might  be  added  to  this 
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l^Xf^Bussjnsnm^mm  iksipfnac  Ecnk  «r  the  ConiHDy's  Ta 

TiUB.3C«L31,3J;a^SS«fF^ycnRfacaf  to  tbe  Tk«de  with  India 
a^  CkiM,"- 4fk  Jcae  l^i», «  fHM  H14.15  ID  1827^  iDdasve,  and  tBkioir 

Ike  iMi  Miiiei  as  in  1820.21. 


C4MC  er^l29,2»  fti.  of  tern,  bekf 
the  aveiage  of  the  ^jvaacicies  ex- 
panei  fnM  CaitfBB  to  Ea^laad 
far  fpDneea  yon,  at  per  Xa^ 
32  of  the    *   FqMn"     reined 

19    jei,4fivn 


of  25,^70,764  Rml  of 

;  the  aveiage  of  fourteen 

eib  aa  perTOtle  No.  33 

af  the  «*  F^en/*  &c.  above  re- 

'       Ito    jf3^W,4M 


,KfDrtheiHe 
period  ai  per  Xo.  31 
oftheaae  Fipen  . 


£67,654 

618,849 

3,306,291 
277,193  , 

^£3,583.484 


Ifltcflcrt  aahoBe  boad-driit,  avenge 
of  ifteea  yean,  as  per  No.  21  of 


AqtcfB  i^otiag  ^  t^  f^'"'^?'  i 


of  Infia,"  Feb.  1830 
Dindetidt  op  fctork,aTe" 
rage  of  ditto  as  per 
ditto  ditto 


£177,352  1 

I  Profit  bfongfat  down  .         277.193 

630,572  I  Deficiency 530,73P 

jeeo7,924 


je807,924 


N.B.  Tlie  difference  between  the  export  of  tea  from  Canton  and  sile 
amoont  m  England,  is  (after  the  usual  allowance  of  5  per  cent,  for  wastage,) 
852,000  lbs.,  and  the  value  thereof  in  proportion  to  the  above  ^  prices 

about  ^^i^TuQQ  ;  ^t  this,  or  whatever  stock  may  remain  on  bandat  the  end 
of  each  year,  is  carried  to  another  account  in  the  official  papers  here  referred 
to,  where  it  is  credited  as  an  asset  against  other  charges  and  debts. 

An  official  account  of  the  stocks  on  hand  at  the  commencement  and  dote 
of  this  period  might  throw  further  light  on  this  subject,  without  in  all  proba- 
bility materially  affecting  the  final  result. 

*  This  deficiency  is  independent  of  the  loss  by  fire  at  Canton  in  1822, 
amounting  to  jC380,133,  which  must  necessarily  be  included  in  a  gencial 
statement  of  the  China  trsde. 


3765a.  From  what  documents  do  you  take  the  amouDt  of 
charges  on  the  trade  to  China  in  this  account  for  1814,  seeing 
that  the  official  documents  before  the  Committee  only  give  the 
detailc  for  one  year,  1820  21  P^From  the  same  official  docu- 
inentB  from  which  I  took  it  before,  vis.  for  the  year  1820-21, 
oontained  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers  of  the  14th  of  May  1824^ 
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8766a.  Then  you  asfume  tliat  as  the  nearest  to  the  actual  29  H«r.  1830. 
amount  which  jou  are  able  to  take  ? — I  am  obliged  to  do  so,         -; — 
because  it  is  the  only  official  statement  of  charges  I  can  find    ^  B^ard§, 
in  the  papers  or  accounts  to  which   I  have  had  access,  and  I         ^' 
therefore  assume  that  the  charges  may  be  the  same,  or  nearly 
the  same,  in  each  year. 

8767a.  Do  you  also,  in  the  estimate  of  1827-8,  take  that 
amount  of  charge  as  the  supposed  charge  in  that  year  ? — It  is 
the  only  one  I  have  to  refer  to. 

8768a.  Do  you  consider  that  the  amount  of  deficiency 
stated  in  that  paper  is  independent  of  losses  by  shipwreck  or 
fire  of  the  cargo  ? — Entirely. 

8769a.  Does  not  the  insurance  charged  in  1821,  of  which  you 
have  assumed  an  average,  provide  for  losses  of  that  kind  r — 
For  sea-risk  I  presume  it  does  ;  but  not  for  the  fire  at  Canton  in 
1822. 

S770a.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  result  of 
your  examination  of  the  official  documents  before  the  Com- 
mittee is,  that  whether  you  take  the  year  1814-15,  the  year 
1820-21,  or  the  year  1827-8,  or  the  average  of  the  whole 
number  of  fourteen  years,  the  profits  of  the  China  trade  have 
not  been  adequate  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  bond-debts  in  Eng- 
land and  the  dividends  on  stock  ? — In  the  three  statements  now 
delivered  in  and  the  statements  I  before  delivered  in  to  the  Com- 
mittee, I  have  given  the  best  and  the  fairest  view  I  can  extract 
from  the  official  documents  referred  to  of  the  result  of  the 
Company's  China  trade.  If  there  is  any  error  or  omission  in 
Aoae  documents,  for  such  error  or  omission  1  am  of  course  not 
leaponsible ;  but  supposing  the  official  documents  to  be  correct, 
or  even  nearly  so,  the  result,  I  conceive,  must  be  admitted  to 
be  a  strong  corroboration  of  the  abstract  position  I  set  out  with 
so  my  first  examination,  which  was  that  the  profits  of  the  Com- 
Muy  s  concern  were  inadequate  to  the  payment  in  England  of 
me  items  I  have  inserted  in  these  statements,  videlicet,  the 
interest  on  the  home  bond-debt,  and  the  dividends  on  stock. 
As  before  mentioned,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deliver  in  these  state- 
ments as  perfectly  accurate ;  they  may  be  liable  to  some  deduc- 
tioos,  but  they  are  also  liable  to  some  additional  charges.  Of 
whatever  adjustments,  however,  these  accounts  may  be  suscep- 
tible, the  general  conclusion  I  have  drawn  from  them  will  not,  I 
a(»prehend,  be  invalidated;  and  if  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  profit 
so  the  Company's  trade  to  pay  the  dividends  on  stock  and  the 
interest  on  their  home  bond-debt,  the  only  inference  is,  as  I 
stated  in  1813,  that  these  items  of  charge  can  be  no  otherwise 
defrayed  than  from  borrowed  money,  or  the  territorial  revenues 
of  India. 

8771a.  Will  you  explain  the  principle  upon  which  you  have 
fbnned  the  statements  you  have  delivered  in  ?— The  statements 
I  JUlif rird  in  oo  my  u>rmer  examination  related  wholly  to  the 
dhlilii  trade.    I  expkined  to  the  Committee  at  that  time,  that 
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29M4r.  i830»    1  placed  the  interest  on  the  Iwrne  bond-debt  and  the  dividt 

OQ  stock  against  the  profits  iipoo  that  trade,  because  1  take  it 
to  be  the  only  source  of  profit  to  the  East- India  Company  in 
their  commerciaJ  concerns.  The  export  trade  to  China,  ad  I 
stated  before,  on  official  authorily,  was  admitted  to  be  a  to^ng 
concern,  averaging  between  £60,000  and  £70,000  per  annuni. 
The  trade  to  and  From  lodia  was  also  admitted  to  be  a  losing 
concern  ;  and  as  it  was  quite  obvious  that  neither  dividends  uor 
interest  could  be  paid  out  of  losses,  [  knew  not  where  else  to 
place  this  interest  and  dividend;^  but  against  the  promts  upon  the 
China  trade. 

3772^.  Did  you  leave  out  territorial  considerations  altoge- 
ther  ? — ^My  argument  is,  that  these  itetui  of  charge  are  In  tact 
paid  out  of  the  territorial  profits. 

377Sd.  Ill  those  calculations,  you  have  set  the  interest  of  tbe 
home  bond-debt  against  the  profits  of  the  China  trade  ;  but  are 
you  aware  that  the  interest  of  the  home  bond-debt  is  a  disputed 
charge  between  the  territorial  and  the  commercial  departments? 
— I  know  that  the  East* India  Company  state  it  to  be  doubtful 
what  part  belongs  to  the  commerce,  aiid  wliat  to  the  territorial 
depariment  ;  but  I  think  it  is  quite  obvious,  from  the  general 
tenour  of  the  accounts,  that  their  home  bond- debt  can  be  only 
considered  like  the  rest  of  their  capital,  as  money  originally 
raised  for  commercial  purposes :  and  therefore  the  interest  to 
be  chargeable,  in  the  same  way  as  the  dividends,  on  this  branch 
of  their  concerns.  This,  too,  I  take  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
Act  of  the  53  Geo.  Ill,  sec.  67,  by  which  interest  and  dividends 
are  expressly  chargeable,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  the  commer- 
cial profits  of  the  Company,  It  Is  only  stated,  in  a  subsequent 
section,  that  where  the  profits  are  unequal  to  the  payment  of 
the  dividends,  they  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  territorial 
revenues  of  India* 

3774fl.  There  appears  in  No*  23  of  the  Parliamentary  Papers 
laid  before  this  Committee  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  1815,  asseta 
goods  on  hand,  of  the  value  of  £5,006,359  ;  and  there  appears 
on  the  1st  of  May,  18^9,  goods  assets  on  hand,  of  the  value  of 
£5,597,959  ;  is  it  not  necessary  to  have  the  detail  of  the  amount 
of  tea  on  hand  at  those  respective  periods,  as  forming  part  of 
those  ftsset&y  in  order  accurately  to  ascertain  the  correctness 
of  your  statement?— I  have  stated  in  a  memorandum  at  the 
foot  of  this  statement  No.  3,  that  guch  an  account  would  be 
desirable. 

3775a.  Will  it  not  be  necesaary,  with  the  same  view,  that 
you  should  have  a  detail  of  the  commercial  freight  and  demur* 
rage  charged  in  account  No.  31  of  the  Parliamentary  Papen 
285  of  the  year  1829,  for  the  years  18U-15,  1820-21,  and 
1827-8,  the  years  for  whidi  you  have  made  up  tlieaccounU,  in 
order  to  ascertiin  whether  any  and  what  portion  of  that  aggre- 
gate charge  belongs  to  the  Indian  trade  *^— Certainly  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  the  details  of  freight,   &c.  for  the  whole 
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period,  in  onler  to  girt  a  fair  aver«ige  thereof  tor  the  fourteen  s9  Mar.  itiae. 
yean  included  in  my  statement.  — 

S776a.  Arc  the  Committee  to  undemtand,  that  in  your  ac-    ^  ^j^^* 
count  you  have  taken  the  column  headed  '<  Commercial  Freight  ' 

and  Demurrage,"  in  account  No.  31  ? — That,  and  that  alone. 

8777a.  Do  not  yon  suppotie  that  in  the  (irtt  years  of  that 
edomn  a  considerable  part  of  this  charge  for  freight  and  de- 
Murragc  arises  out  of  the  Company's  freight  to  India  ?«*! 
esplained  in  my  former  examination,  that  there  were  no  docu- 
ments which  enabled  me  to  separate  the  Indian  from  the  Chi- 
Bcae  freight ;  neither  does  it  appear  clear  from  tliis  table,  No.  31  • 
whether  it  is  or  is  not  intended  to  include  the  Indian  freight.  It 
ii  probable  enough  that  it  does  include  the  Indian  freights  as 
well  as  the  Chinese ;  but  having  no  official  document  to  rest 
ufon^  I  thought  it  best,  as  before  explained,  to  take  tlie  figures 
as  I  (bund  them  in  this  document,  and  to  state  my  reasons  for 
ao  <|oing,  admitting  at  the  same  time  the  probability  of  the 
Indian  freight  being  included.  Now  if  that  freight  is  included, 
knowing,  as  we  do,  that  the  East -India  Company  have  of  late 
years  taken  up  ships  for  India  at  the  rate  of  from  £9  to  £12  a 
Con,  and  referring  to  another  document  in  this  collection, 
wherein  the  Indian  tonnage  for  the  year  1821  is  given  at  some- 
wlierc  about  6000  tons ;  it  is  therefore  obvious  that,  in  the  case 
inmoaed,  we  should  only  have  to  deduct  about  dC60,000  or 
£70,000  for  Indian  freight  from  the  amount  copied  into  my 
ttatement ;  and  if  so,  this  excess  of  charge  maybe  thought  to  be 
fidly  counterbalanced  by  the  admitted  loss  on  the  Company's 
9SfOTt  trade. 

yilSa.  Will  it  be  necessary  that  the  Committee  should  have 
before  them  an  account  of  the  wastage  or  loss  suffered  by  the 
Company  on  the  importation  of  their  teas,  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  accuracy  of  your  accounts  ? — That  would  be  also 
deairable ;  for  as  there  is  no  official  document  in  these  papers 
ta  ihow  what  the  amount  of  wastage  is,  it  can  only  be  taken  on 
an  eatimate  of  what  private  individuals  have  sustained  in  the 
Mune  course  of  trade. 

S779a.  You  have  made  these  calculations  entirely  from  the 
Parliamentary  Papers,  without  taking  into  consideration  at 
wliat  price  the  tale  has  been  converted  into  the  pound  sterling? 
— -I  have  taken  the  whole  cost  of  the  teas  in  China  at  the  rate 
stated  in  the  official  documents. 

878Ua.  Woidd  a  considerable  difference  appear  in  the  result 
of  your  calculations,  supposing  the  talc  should  have  been  esti- 
mated at  Of.  Sd.y  being  only  6s,  in  reali^r? — TImt  would 
af  ooune  make  a  difierence  in  the  conversion  of^^tales  into  sterling 
aooey ;  but  with  that  exchange  I  have  nothing  to  do  here. 
The  prime  cost  of  the  tea  to  the  Company  is  officially  stated  in 
No.  82  of  theae  papers  to  be  so  many  pounds  sterling,  and  that 
aaMMllunrc  taken;  in  other  worda,  I  assume  that  the  teas 
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have  actually   cost   the   Company  so  many  pounds   sterling, 
because  it  is  so  officially  certified, 

378lfl*  In  making  that  calculatioti,  had  you  regard  to  the 
annual  accounts  lakl  before  Piirliament,  of  the  statement  of  the 
commercial  profits  of  the  Company  which  are  here  consolidated 
in  No<  21  of  these  papers? — 1  have  looked  at  tliat  account* 

3782/j.  Do  you  believe  that  account  to  be  correct  from  your 
examination? — I  dare  say  it  is  correct  as  &r  as  it  goes.  It 
bears  the  official  signature  of  Mr*  Leach^  and  purports  to  be 
furnished  from  the  India  Board  Office. 

3763a.  Does  not  that  account  f^how  a  profit  to  the  Compatiy 
upon  their  transactions  ? — I  cannot  perceive  it. 

3784fl.  Have  the  goodnejus  to  refer  to  No.  23,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page,  where  you  will  find  a  memorandum,  which  stale*, 
that  the  **  aroounl  set  apart  from  surplus  commercial  profit*  for 
liquidation  of  debt,  subsequent  to  1st  of  May  1 81 'I,  and  not 
deemed  repayable  by  the  territory*  has  amounted  in  several 
years  to  a  very  large  sum  ;  altogether  to  €4,923,021  ?  — 1  per- 
ceive a  memorandum  to  that  effect  tacked  to  the  bottom  of  the 
account  No.  23 ;  but  I  cannot  find  out  where  the  profit  cotues 
from  :  it  certainly  does  not  arise  out  of  this  account* 

3785a,  Your  evidence  goes  to  state,  that  the  dividend  and 
the  interest  on  the  bond  are  paid  out  of  the  territorial  revenues 
of  India ;  whereas  t!iose  accounts  state  that  the  charges  paid  in 
England,  on  accouiU  of  the  territory  by  the  commercial  branch* 
exceed  the  advances  made  in  India  to  ihe  commercial  branch 
for  the  purpoi»e  of  buying  tea  at  Canton  ?^ — It  is  so  stated  in 
this  memorandum.  Pro^t  is  the  balance  of  a  comnnerci&l  ac- 
count, after  a  fair  and  full  deduction  of  every  description  of 
charge  ;  and  there  is  no  such  account,  tliat  I  can  find,  in  this 
collection,  to  show  a  real  profit  upon  the  Coropany*s  commercitl 
concerns. 

3786ff,  Are  you  aware  that  It  has  never  been  admitted  on 
the  part  of  the  Company  that  the  interest  of  the  bond-debt*  is 
chargeable  upon  the  commerce  ?— I  have  seen  it  so  stated  ;  but 
my  authority  is  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

3787fl.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Company,  in  the  ac- 
counts they  presented  to  Parliament,  have  regularly  appended 
a  note  to  reserve  their  claims  to  the  bond-debt  ?^ — I  have  seen 
intimations  to  this  effect. 

3788^.  Are  you  aware  that  the  China  ships  are  employed 
sometimes  in  carrying  out  troops  and  store*  ? — I  am* 

3789fl.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  freight  and  demurrage  upon 
ships  80  employed  are  fairly  to  be  taken  as  chargeable  entirelr 
upon  the  commercial  account  ? — Not  on  the  commercial  ac* 
count.  Tlie  political  freight  and  demurrage  are  stated  separately 
in  this  very  table,  No,  31,  viz,  m  the  second  column. 

3790fl,   Vo\i  are  understood  to  state,  that  after  a  strict  ejta* 
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itnation  of  paper  No.  21,  you  cannot  perceive  that  any  profit 
riset  to  the  Company  upon  their  general  trade  ? — I  cannot ; 
either  can  1  6nd.out  whence  this  profit  ari»ei>  The  tnemo- 
adum  aJIuded  to  struck  me  at  the  time  I  firtit  inspected  these 
counts;  and,  upon  examining  the  two  next  accounts*  24  and 
which  may  be  considered  as  a  kind  of  riiiers  to  the  other 
account  23,  tor  they  also  contain  a  general  statement 
debts  and  ai^sets  of  the  East' India  Company,  the  one  as 
same  stood  on  the  1st  of  May  1815,  and  the  other  or  the 
St  of  \fay  1828,  a  frenh  difficulty  presented  itself.  In  tlie  first 
''thoae  accounts.  No,  24-,  u*\cr  plucitig  the  whole  of  tlie  assets 
gainst  their  debtSt  and  tstiniatin^  tlie  former  at  titctr  own 
duation*  there  In  a  *'  balance  deficient  **  stated  in  this  account 
£2,611,311,  and  on  the  account  1628  there  is  a  ^  balance 
rficient"  of  i*lO»102,8I2,  thus  showing  that  the  Company's 
have  deteriorated  between  IBla  and  1828,  in  no  less  a 
than  about  seven  millions  and  a  half  sterling.  These,  there- 
re,  are  obviously  not  the  accounts  that  would  indicate  any 
iing  Jike  profit  in  the  Company's  concerns. 
S79la.  What,  in  your  estimation,  would  be  the  reduction  In 
'  price  of  tea  to  the  consumer  in  this  country,  if  the  Company's 
onopoly  were  June  away  with? — ^I  stated  that  fully  ui  my 
rmer  examination. 

S792a.  Would  that  reduction  be  ejected  by  a  saving  In  the 

of  shipping*  or  the  original  cost*prIce  in  Canton  ? — Both 

one  and  the  other* 

3793a.  In   what   degree  ? — I  have  given  it  in  detail  in  the 

stement  (B)  delivered  in  upon  my  former  examination, 

379-W.  In  the  event  of  the  monopoly  ceasing*  and  suppoMing 

bat  in  consequence  of  that  the  persons  who  now  trade  to  China 

id  recourse  to  smuggling  much  more  than  it  now  exists^  would 

H  that  diminish  the  dii^fJOHltion  of  the  Chinese  government  to 

sllivate  commercial  relations  with  this  country? — It  does  not 

■  to  me  that  the  opening  the  trade  to  China  would  increase 

disposition  to  smuggling.     There  are  only  certain  articles 

he  import  or  export  of  which  is  prohibited   in   China.     One  of 

r  articles^  opium  for  exumple,  I  conceive  to  be  of  such  indis- 

ensable  necessity  to  the  Chines  of  all  ranks,  that  it  would  be 

uported  in  despite  of  any  duties  or  laws  to  the  contrary ;  but 

itii  regard  to  all  other  articles  of  trade,  I  see  no  reason  why 

HUggUng  should  be  increased  from  the  circumstance  of  the 

de  being  opened ;  or  if  it  did  Increase  in  conse<juence  of 

9rni0us  duties  or  unjust  laws,  the  Chinese  government,  w^tth 

^hom  alone  the  regulation  of  this  matter  resta,  would  doubtless 

lify  the  system  as  soon  as  they  should  find  it  to  be  for  their 

interest  to  do  so. 
3795a.  Would  not  you  say  that  the  smuggling  is  at  present 
lets  consideration  to  the  Chinese  government  than  it  would 
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1830.  |je  if  the  trade  were  thrown  open  ? — As  far  as  I  am  acquainted 

with  the  China  trade,  I  do  not  believe  that  smuggling  is  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  conseqiience  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese 
government  as  it  appears  to  be  in  ours,  or  else  that  tliey  would 
lake  more  effective  measures  for  preventing  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Chinese  autliorliies  connive  at  the  importation 
of  opium  into  China.  They  are  generally  understood  secretly 
to  sanction  it ;  besides  which,  n  despotic  government,  like  that 
of  China,  cannot  fail  to  benefit  itself  in  a  variety  of  ways  beaiiin 
that  of  collecting  legal  duties. 

3790£i,  Will  you  explain  your  reasons  for  thinking  that,  in 
case  of  the  competition  of  an  open  trade,  the  cost-price  of  teas 
would  be  lower  in  China  ? — ^Tlie  Company,  as  it  appears  from 
the  records  in  print,  are  in  the  habit  of  disposing  of  certain 
qyanlities  of  exports  from  this  country,  woollens,  for  example, 
to  the  Hong  merchants ;  and  they  require  the  Hong  merchaats, 
who  CEtter  into  contracts  with  them  for  leas,  to  take  certain 
quantities  of  chose  articles  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  teat 
contracted  for.  It  is  very  natural  that  the  supercargoes  should 
require  as  large  a  price  as  possible  for  the  articles  thus  disposed 
of  to  the  Hong  merchants  ;  but  the  latter  pretend,  at  least,  thtl 
on  the  re-sale  of  the  articles  they  are  subject  to  loss.     In  pro- 

I portion,  thereJore,  as  they  give  high,  or  (as  they  say  to  them,) 
osing  prices  for  the  articles  they  take  from  the  Company,  they 
will  as  naturally  demand  higher  prices  for  their  teas  in  return. 
The  Company's  transactions  with  the  Hong  merchants  are  thui 
\irtually  a  trade  of  barter.  I  have  therefore  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind*  that  if  the  trade  was  thrown  open,  and  the  teas  pur- 
chased for  real  ready-money  prices  by  private  merchants,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  procure  this  article,  if  not  immediately, 
at  least  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it 
is  now  paid  for  by  the  India  Company. 

3797a.  Then  the  export  of  British  manufactures  from  tliis 
country  to  China  to  that  extent  would  cease? — My  impression 
is  that  the  export  would  be  incalculably  increased*  and  that 
for  the  reasons  1  have  explained  in  my  former  examination. 

3798fl.  You  are  understood  to  state,  that  those  articles  now 
exported  appear  to  be  taken  by  compulsion  ? — In  the  caie 
I  have  supposed  of  free  tradei  there  could  be  neither  compudsioo 
nor  undue  influence  used.  A  private  merchant  must  sell  his 
goods  for  what  he  can  get ;  if  he  cannot  get  a  high  price  for 
those  goods,  he  must  take  a  low  one. 

S79da,  Are  the  goods  much  in  demand  in  China  afrer  they 
are  sold  to  the  Hong  merchants  by  the  East-India  Company?-^ 
I  conceive  they  are ;  but  the  Hong  merchants  are  obliged  to 
take  them  a  I  a  higher  price  than  they  themselves  admit  to  be 
profitable  to  them. 

SSOOa.  Do  they  take  them  at  a  higher  price  than  is  girento 
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American  importera  ?  -  1  have  no  access  to  American  sales ;  29  Mar,  X%%0, 
It  the  Hoiig  tnerchatits,  10  far  as  we  ciui  leam  from  public  " — 

ords,  state,  or  at  least  it  has  been  stated  ior  lliem,  tbat  lliey  **  '^■^*' 

losers  by  the  woollens  and  metals  tliey  have  taken  at  the  ^* 

Dropany*s  prices :  it   is   therefore  natural  to  conclude,  tliat  if 
ey  have  been  losers,  they  will  put  tluit  Io^h  upon  the  tea  which 

Company  recjutre  to  lake  fn*m  tljem  in  return. 

3801a,  Have  you  examined  the  prices  of  teas  at  Canton  s^tiB* 
esiUy  to  be  able  to  »ay  whether  the  merchants  of  other 
puntries  purchased  them  at  a  lower  cost  price  than  the  Com- 

ny  ? — 1  know  that  some  private  merduitttt  luive ;  tho«e  that 

\e  brought  home  tea  in  the  privllegieil  tonnage  oi^  the  Com- 

Eiy*8  ships. 

S8th£a.  Can  yog  state  whether  it  is  t!ie  case  with  the  American 
ie  ? — 1  have  no  document  at  hand  to  prove  it ;  atid  I  am 
rilliiig  to  advance  any  thing  as  a  fact  without  adequate  au* 
riljr ;  but  I  may  add,  that  I  have  generally  Ullderttood  it  to 
I  tbecaae. 

^  990Sa.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  rate  of  freight  at  which 

East-India  Company   now  charier  their  ships  for  a  direct 

Dyagi!  to  and  from  China  ? — !  can   only  state  tliat  too  from 

eneral  information ;  because  there  is  no  official  document  for 

in   the  papers  now  before  me,  but  it  is  generally  understood 

at  the  Company's  large  sliips  cost   them  from  jt2U  to  C25  a 

including  the  Company's  own   ships,  and  taking  into  ac- 

Lint  the  whole  period  of  their  present  charter*     At  present 

rate  of  freight  is,  I  believe,  somewhat  lower. 
S804a*  Do  you  mean  the  ships  now  contracted  for?— Yes;  I 
Hean  the  whole  fleet  of  1200<ton  ships. 

9805a«  Will  you  be  gi>od  enough  to  state  the  rate  of  freight 
at  which  you  think  you  could  yourself  charter  a  first-rate  mer- 
diant  ship  from  this  country  for  a  voyage  to  Canton  and  back  ? 
•—1  have  never,  of  course,  had  occasion  to  freight  a  ship  from 
England  to  Canton  and  hack ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
wmy  be  done  at  the  rate  of  about  CI 2  per  ton  for  the  whole  vov- 
^.  Besides  which,  if  the  trade  were  free,  many  ships  would 
!  tiio^ssful  voyages  to  India,  the  Eastern  islandt,  or  other 
and  thence  to  China ;  in  which  cases  £8  to  £10  per  ton 
1  amply  remunerate  them  as  a  homeward  freight. 
3&Ma.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  articles  of  British  manufac- 
wm  Iftiported  into  China  from  this  country  are  sold  there  at  a 
lower  rate  by  the  Americans  than  the  same  articles  imported 
lata  China  by  the  Company  ? — That  I  cannot  tell,  never  having 
•Mfi  the  account  sales  of  an  American  consignment;  but  I  con- 
dode  that  they  have  upon  the  whole  sold  them  at  a  profit ; 
beoftoae  otherwise,  I  thmk,  they  would  not  have  carried  on  so 
large  a  trade  as  they  liave  done  for  such  a  length  of  time. 
8B07a«  Do  you  conceive  Uie  Company  have  fixed  too  high  a 


EVIDEN'CE  ON  KAST4NDrA  AFFAIRS; 

price  upon  those  arucles  ? — I  cannot  positively  tell  what  lh<* 
actual  price  of  the  Company  is,  compared  with  the  prime  cost 
of  ibe  article,  witliout  seeing  official  dociiments  tor  the  purpose; 
but  whatever  that  price  is,  the  Company  have  of  thcmselvet 
stated  that  it  has  been  attended  with  regular  loss  to  them. 

3809fl.  And  yet  you  consider  that  the  reason  of  the  high  price 
of  tea,  as  purchased  by  the  Company,  is  the  high  price  which 
they  place  on  articles  of  British  manufticture  exported  by  them 
to  China^  by  which,  according  to  your  accountt  they  are  losers? 
— The  prices  for  which  the  woollens  are  sold  in  China  may  pro- 
duce the  effect  which  I  Imve  explained  on  the  price  of  tea,  and 
yet  be  very  possibly  a  losing  concern  to  the  East-India  Com- 
pany; for  tlie  prices  of  tlie  Company's  teas,  and  the  ^aiit  or  l^s 
on  their  exports,  are  not  regulated  by  a  common  ratio  or  mea- 
sure* Tho^e  exports,  in  addition  to  |>rime  cost,  being  loaded 
with  certain  charges,  ought  be  sold  to  the  Hong  merchants  att 
price  which  would  either  yield  a  gain  or  a  loss  to  the  East*India 
Company.  In  the  present  instance  it  is  stated  to  be  a  loss; 
and  I  do  not  myself  see  how  that  loss  is  to  be  at  all  mixed  up 
with  tlie  prices  which  the  Hong  merchants  charge  on  the  tea  to 
the  Company.  The  price  of  the  tea  will  be  affected  hy  the 
actttai  prices  charged  on  the  woollens  to  the  Hong  merchants, 
whether  that  be  gain  or  loss  to  the  Company* 

3809a.  You  are  understood  to  state,  that  the  reason  why  the 

East-India  Company  purchased  their  tea  so  disadvantageously, 
in  your  opinion,  is  on  account  of  their  compelling  the  Hong 
merchants  to  purchase  their  English  manufactures  at  the  high 
rate  which  they  choose  to  affix  upon  them  ?— I  have  stated  that 
as  one  cause  ;  that  is,  that  the  ndaai  prices,  not  the  gain  or  loUt 
on  the  woollens,  would  naturally  affect  the  price  of^  tea:  but  I 
have  no  doubt,  also,  that  if  the  trade  to  Canton  was  thrown  open, 
and  free  competition  allowed  between  buyers  and  sellers,  that 
free  competition  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  production 
and  of  lowering  prices,  in  the  same  way  that  competition  pro- 
duces the  same  effect  in  all  other  parts  of  the  worlds  and  in  all 
other  branches  of  trade. 

3810ii.  Does  not  this  competition,  in  point  of  fact,  at  pre«ent 
exist  with  respect  to  other  nations  trading  at  this  time  in  com- 
petition with  the  East-India  Company? — There  are  no  other 
nations  that  trade  to  China  to  any  extent,  that  I  am  aware  oC 
except  the  Americans ;  and  the  Americans  cannot  carry  goods 
to  China  upon  the  same  favourable  terms  that  British  traders 
could  do»  if  they  were  freely  admitted  into  the  trade.  I  there- 
fore think  that  the  present  prices  of  tea  to  the  Company  admit 
of  no  fair  comparision  with  the  rates  at  which  they  could  be  pro- 
cured by  British  traders,  if  they  were  allowed  free  access  to  the 
port  at  Canton* 

381  la.  In  what  respect  do  the  Americans  now  trading  suffvr 
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disadvantages  which  would  not  be  applicable  to  the  Englkh  free- 
traders, supposing  the  trade  were  thrown  open  ? — I  explained  that 
fully  in  my  former  examination.  I  explained  bow  the  faciUties 
which  Bntbh  and  Indian  traders  could  reciprocally  give  to  each 
other  by  means  of  free  access  to  the  port  of  Canton,  was,  in  my 
estimation  at  least,  a  matter  of  no  much  national  importance  as 
1 10  be  entitled  to  the  most  serious  consideration.  The  superior 
Ivantages  hence  resulting  to  British  traders  would  not  be  con- 
to  advantages  over  Americans  alone,  but  over  all  the  other 
ers  of  the  world ;  and  not  only  in  respect  of  Canton  itself, 
at  for  the  conveyance  of  produce,  both  British  and  Asiatic,  to 
rious  other  countries* 

38i2a.  Do  you  consider  ihat  there  can  be  a  free  competitioo 
f*  trade  carried  on  at  Canton  ? — I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  it« 

S813a.  And  that  the  establishment  of  the  Hong  would  fomi 
I  obstacle  to  such  free  competition? — From  all  that  I  have 
ard  of  the  Hong  merchants  in  China,  and  their  disposition 
vards  the  free-traders  who  proceed  from  India  to  China,  I 
innot  for  a  moment  doubt  their  willingness  to  promote,  and 
Dt  to  obstruct,  a  perfectly  free  trade  with  Canton. 

S814a<  Do  you  consider  that  the  articles  of  British  manufac- 
lire  which  are  found  the  most  saleahle  at  Canton,  could  be  »Q\d 
;  a  lower  rate  than  they  are,  in  point  of  fact»  sold  by  the  Easl- 
Eidia  Company,  and  still  at  a  remunerating  price?  — I  think 
bey  might. 

3815a.  Is  it  to  be  collected  from  the  answer  you  have  already 
that  you  consider  dollars  to  be  the  article  with  which  the 
ade  can  be  most  advantageously  carried  on  with  regard  to  the 
de  at  Canton  ? — At  present  it  is  commonly  sup[)osed  that 
ollars  are  the  article  mostly  to  be  depended  on  for  tlie  purpose 
'  purchasing  commodities  in  the  China  market.     In  certain 
tions  they  arc  perhaps  the  most  advantageous,  under  Uie 
ent  limited  circumstances  of  the  trade  ;  but  if  the  trade  was 
open,  I  conceive  that  a  great  change  would  take  place 
the  general  course  thereof,  much  the  same  as  has  taken  place 
India.     Formerly  it  was  thought  necessary  to  carry  bullion 
India :  at  present  we  ^nd  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  con- 
eying  either  gold  or  silver  to  India  ;  that  goods  will  answer  as 
ell,  and  in  some  cases  better ;  and  I  do  conceive  that,  in  the 
of  perhaps  the  same  time  which  has  been  occupied  in 
:  a  taste  to  the  Indians  for  British  manufactures,  the  same 
ct  will  probably  be  produced  upon  the  Chinese. 
S816a.  Do  you  mean  to  say  tlial,  at  this  time,  any  other  cargo 
ill  be  an  equally  profitable  inveslmenl  in  the  Indian  trade  with 
hilars  ?» Certainly  I  do  ;  I  say  that  from  perfect  knowledge  of 

fact* 
.SSlTd.  Has  the  export  trade  to  India  l>een  uniformly  a  pro- 
one  ?— I  do  not  say  uniformly,     lu  all  great  branches  of 
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trade,  like  that  which  exists  between  England  and  India,  tliere 
inuat  inevitahly  be  losses,  I  believe  tbere  is  no  other  great 
branch  of  trade,  out  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  losses  are  not 
equatiy  experienced ;  but  1  do  say  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
export  trade  to  India  has  been  profitable  to  those  concerned  in 
it,  I  could  myself  state  instances  where  I  know  that  consign- 
ments of  goods  trom  this  cuuulry  to  Bombay  have  yielded  a  pro- 
fit of  upwards  of  50  per  cent. 

3S18«.  Do  you  conceive  that  any  portion  of  those  losses  has 
accrued  from  consignments  of  dollars  to  India  ? — No  ;  my  posi* 
tion  is,  that  dollars  are  not  now  sent  to  India;  and  certainly  no 
consignment  of  dollars  would  ever  yield  such  a  profit  as  I  have 
before  stated. 

3BI9a.  Are  you  not  aware  of  many  severe  losses  incurred  la 
the  export  trade  to  India? — I  have  heard  of  losses,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  many  losses  have  been  incurredj^but  I  am  not 
particularly  acquainted  with  any. 

3820a<  Are  you  not  aware  of  many  consignments  of  Euro- 
pean goods  to  Calcutta  havmg  been  sold  under  European  prime 
cost  on  many  occasions? — In  large  branches  of  trade,  like  that 
between  Incfia  and  England,  consignments  will  be  o(\en  sent  to 
India  that  are  ill  calculated  for  the  Indian  market.  At  the  first 
opening  of  the  trade,  several  manufacturers  in  this  country,  and 
other  speculators,  anxious  to  get  rid  of  old  stocks,  sent  out  those 
stocks  to  India,  in  utter  ignorance  as  to  whether  they  were  or 
were  not  fit  for  the  Indian  market*  Many  of  those  consignments 
certainly  sold  at  a  considerable  loss ;  but  where  goods  are  sent 
out  to  India  well  suited  to  the  market  (and  many  of  such  goods 
have  passed  through  my  own  hands),  I  know,  and  speak  posi* 
tively,  lo  their  being  attended  with  profit  to  the  consignors. 

3821a.  Do  you  consider  that  the  losses  which  may  have  taken 
place  in  the  export  trade  from  England  to  India  have  been  more 
or  less  than  the  losses  which  have  taken  place  in  other  branches 
of  export  trade  ?— *When  I  look  at  the  return  of  the  export  trade 
from  England  to  India,  and  the  enormous  increase  that  has  taken 
place  since  1813,  I  cannot  conceive  the  possibility  of  that  trade 
in  the  aggregate  being  otherwise  than  profitable, 

3@22a.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  that  within  tlie  last 
few  years,  and  even  now,  considerable  (juantities  of  bullion  are 
brought  from  India  to  Great  Britain  ? — Certainly  it  is.  And 
this  is  another  niarked  change  in  the  history  of  European  inter- 
course with  India. 

3623^.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  export  trade 
from  this  country  has  consisted  of  cotton  ? — I  could  not  stale  it 
from  recollection,  or  without  referring  to  official  documents; 
but  the  quantities  are  upon  record,  and  I  believe  on  the  table  of 
the  Committee. 

3824a,  Do  you  know  that  the  price  of  those  articles  has  be<n 


I 


JRLKCT  COMMITTKK  or  Tilt  HOUSE  OPCOMMONS.  505 

Illy  reduced  in  this  country  since  tiie  trade  was  partial!/  29  Mar,  Ia3l>* 
eoed  ?  *  I  do  know  it.  

38250.  Has  not  that  been  the  means  of  spreading  our  maim-      '   ^^^     ' 
ictitres  in  India  to  tlie  detriment  of  the  manufactures  in  that 
auntry  ?— Ii  has  been  the  me^ns  of  widely  »|>reading  the  uae 
"  British  manufactures. 

3826a.  Have  not  the  muslins  of  Glasgow  superseded,  in  a 
at  degree,  muslins  the  manufacture  of  India  /'—They  have ; 
\iU  according  to  my  view  of  the  case^  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  India. 

S827a.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  half  a  million  of  weavers  wer« 
thrown  out  of  employment  in  the  Dacca  district  ? — Such  is  the 
poverty  of  the  lower  classes  uf  Ettigal»  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  that  we  know  on  the  best  authority  that  the 
weavers  there  are«  as  elsewhere^  also  cukivatort  of  the  soil ;  or, 
as  they  are  commonly  termedi  ryots ;  and  in  as  far  as  their 
attention  is  now  confined,  or  can  be  confined,  to  one  branch  of 
business  instead  of  being  devoted  to  two,  I  conceive  that  the 
change  will  be  greatly  for  their  advatitage.  If,  in  the  interim» 
the  inhabitants  of  India  can  get  Glasgow  muslins  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  they  can  Dacca  muslins,  there  can  he  no  i]ucstion 
•bout  the  policy  of  encouraging  the  import. 

3B28a.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  lo  Indk 
that  the  whole  of  that  class  of  weavers  should  he  depriired  of 
ftbeir  employment  ? — ^I  think  that  India  is  now  in  that  state  in 

hich  it  would  be  most  for  its  advantage  to  have  its  industry 
directed  to  the  raising  of  raw  produce^  instead  of  to  the  produc- 
tioo  of  dear  manufactures* 

dBKom  And  to  have  no  manufactures? --If  t!ie  native  Indians 
can  be  supplied  with  manufactures  at  a  cheaper  rate  by  En^- 
Isnd  than  they  can  manufacture  them  at  home)  I  think  it  is 
decidedly  for  their  advantage  to  take  our  manufactures  in  pre* 
ference. 

S890tf .  Can  you  state  how  many  milhons  of  weavers  there  are 
ID  India  ? — I  cannot. 

983  Id.  Do  not  you  know  that  they  are  a  very  numerous  class  ? 
— Tbey  are  a  numerous  class  :  but  the  larger  proportion  of  them 
vVf  aa  I  aaid  before,  cultivators  also. 

3BS2a.  You  have  stated,  that  in  your  opinion  the  great  intro- 
duction of  cotton  manufactures  into  India  has  superseded  the 
manufactures  of  India  ;  do  you  suppose  that  the  government  of 
China  would  allow  the  introduction  of  articles  into  that  country 
which  should  supersede  the  manufactures  of  their  own  inhabi- 
tants ?— Tlie  government  of  China  would»  in  my  opinion,  act  very 
absurdly,  if  they  interpose  their  authority  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction  of  a  commodity  into  China  which  was  to  benefit  their 
own  subjects,  and  improve  their  own  revenue. 
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3833a.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  government  of  China, 

whether  absurd! J  or  not^  do  you  believe  that  they  would  inter- 
pose to  prevent  the  large  introduction  of  such  nmuufactures?^ 
I  know  nothing  of  the  present  intentions  or  motives  of  the 
governmeni  of  China.  I  can  only  reason  on  the  improbability 
of  the  thing,  from  its  being  so  obviously  at  variance  with  the 
interest,  not  only  of  the  people^  but  of  the  government  itself. 

3834«.  Supposing  they  were  so  disposed  to  act  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  the  question,  do  you  think,  if  it  were  far  the  in* 
terest  of  the  consumers  to  obtain  cheap  manufactures,  that  the 
government  of  China  could  prevent  the  introduction  of  manu- 
factures into  that  country/ — I  have  always  considered  the 
Chinese  to  be  so  truly  a  commercial  and  industrious  people, 
that  if  any  injurioiiii  laws  or  regulations  of  that  nature  existed 
in  China,  they  would,  as  they  have  done  with  regard  to  opium 
and  dollars,  most  completely  set  them  at  nought, 

3835^.  Supposing  the  rj'ots  in  India  were  entirely  to  abandon 
the  occupation  of  weaving,  what  efi*ect  do  you  conceive  that 
would  have  upon  the  agriculture  of  that  country  ? — Under  cer- 
tain modifications  of  the  agricultural,  or  rather  revenue  systems 
of  India,  I  think  it  would  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
state  of  agriculture  generally.  It  would  tend  to  the  raising  of 
various  articles  of  raw  produce  in  greater  abundance  than  at  pre- 
sent; and  this  is  an  object  to  which  the  Indians  in  their  present 
low  state  of  civilization  and  wealth,  might  have  their  attentioD 
directed  with  the  greatest  prospect  of  benefit  to  themselveF. 

3836a.  Arc  there  not  opportunities  of  improving  the  agricul* 
ture  of  India,  both  by  extending  the  quantity  of  surface  under 
cultivation,  and  also  by  improving  the  methods  of  cultivation 
upon  that  which  is  already  cultivated  r-^Tlie  countries  that  we 
possess  in  India  are,  generally  speaking*  of  the  most  fertile  and 
productive  kind ;  but  the  system  of  agriculture  is  bad  in  the 
extreme*  and  the  wretchedness  of  the  people  equally  so.  Under 
a  different  system,  and  with  improved  resources,  the  agriculture 
of  India  would  be  extended  not  only  over  larger  surfaces  of 
country,  but  also  very  much  improved  in  those  parts  of  it  which 
are  now  in  a  productive  state, 

38S7fr.  In  the  most  fertile  parts  of  India  are  there  not  v«y 
considerable  portions  of  country  which  are  not  now  cultivated 
at  all  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  of  waste  land,  which  under 
a  different  system  might  be  brought  into  cultivation ;  but  I 
think  that  the  cultivation  of  those  lands  and  districts  which  arc 
now  occupied  and  worked,  might  be  materially  improved  by 
the  application  of  capitalj  if  the  means  were  only  granted  for  iti 
natural  accumulation.  India  now  produces  many  articles  of 
great  importance  and  most  extensive  consumption  in  this  coujh 
try,  and  is  capable,  with  due  encouragement,  of  extending  lY 
supplies  to  meet  any  demand  that  might  arise  for  them  here. 
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S8S8oi  Then  you  conceive  that  the  Bni  improvement  in  29  M«r,  1830* 
agricultore  would  be  to  improve  the  culiivatioo  of  those  lundt 
which  are  now  cultivated  by  the  nppltcatiati  of  additional  capi- 
tal, raihcT  than  by  bringing  waste  land*  into  cultivation  ?  — Pro- 
bably it  would.  I  allude,  however,  to  the  advantageii  which 
would  result,  in  cither  or  both  caseSf  Ironi  free  intercourse  and 
the  accumulation  of  capital*  The  preference  of  one  to  the 
other  would  depend,  in  many  in»tancei|  upon  local  drcum* 
stances  and  the  vicinity  to  ttiarkcts. 

36d9a*  Is  it  not  the  fuct,  that  at  the  present  moment  European 
manufactures  are  admitted  into  China  by  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment ? — They  are, 

S840a«  Are  you  aware  whether  or  not  it  is  considered  the 
policj  of  the  Chinese  govern ni en t  to  exclude  any  species  of 
Britiaii  manufacture  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  regulation  or 
law  to  that  eiect.  1  know  tluii  British  niianuiactures  am  an* 
nualljr  exported  from  this  country  to  Canton. 

3841a.  Are  there  not  somelawsexcludtng  the  eicport  of  their  own 
manufactures  ?  — There  are  laws  prohibiting  the  export  of  silver. 

3842a.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  the  coarse  of  trade  now 
carried  on  between  the  Company's  Factory  at  Canton  and 
the  Hong  merchants  resolves  itself  very  much  into  a  trade  of 
barter?— V^irtually  it  does,  certainlyi  as  1  have  explained  in  a 
ibraier  an&wer. 

3843(1.  And  therefore  the  prices  of  the  Bntish  manufiictured 
ootmnodity  on  the  one  hand^  and  of  the  tea  on  the  oilier,  may 
be  arbitrary  prices,  and  not  regulated  by  the  prices  in  the  mar- 
ket ?- Certainly* 

3844a.  Would  not  that  explain^  to  a  great  degree,  the  losses 
which  the  Company  state  themselves  to  sustain  upon  the  sate 
of  woollens,  and  might  it  not  enhance  the  gains  which  they  arc 
stated  to  derive  upon  the  sale  of  tea  in  this  country  ? — If  the 
prime  cost  of  tea  was  raised  in  China  in  consequence  of  this 
barter  trade,  it  would  rather  diminish  their  profit  in  this  country 
than  increase  it,  A  high  prime  cost  In  China  would,  howevefj 
occasion  a  higher  upset  price  in  the  sales  in  this  country. 

3845a.  As  long  as  the  trade  is  a  trade  of  barter^  is  it  not 
difficult  to  say  upon  which  part  of  the  trade  a  gain  or  loss 
ensues  ?■ — It  would  be  difficuJi,  1  think,  to  state  the  actual 
amount  of  loss  on  cither  side,  as  between  the  sale  of  one  article 
atid  the  purchase  of  another,  but  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
tba  I^Egregate  amount  of  toss  on  the  whole  adventure. 

9816a.  You  are  aware  that  the  Chinese  manufacture  a  great 
deaJ  of  cotton  into  cloths  of  various  descriptions  in  China  ?■ — I  am* 

8847a.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Eaet-lndia 
CoanpAny  have  very  recently  bent  BriLiali  manufactured  cotton 
clotlia  to  Canton  ?-— It  is  so  stated  in  the  official  documents. 
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2«j  M«r.  18.10.      364a7.  Woyld  you  infer  from  that  thai  them  can  be  Mny 

~r.     disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Chioe«€  to  exclude  the  manutac- 

Eio.     ^    tured  cotton  cloths  of  this  country  from  China? — 1  cannot  form 

a  conception  of  the  Chinese  beijig  averse  to  receive  an  article 

into  China,  which  is  so  perfectly  consonant  with  their  own  wants 

and  their  own  habits* 

JOHN  CRAWFURD,  Esq.  again  called  in,  am!  examined. 
Mm^mijkrfi^      3849^.  Have  you  any  further  information   to   offer  to  the 
**•  Committee  in  addition  to  the  evidence  you  gave  on   a  former 

^ay  ? — I  was  asked  respecting  the  freights  from  China  to  Sinca* 
pore  :  I  have  got  a  short  paper  upon  that  subject  which  I  will 
read  ;  it  is  a  statement  of  the  freight  in  Chinese  junks  in  the  year 
1821*  In  a  voyage  from  Saigun,  in  Cambodia,  to  Sincapore, 
the  rates  of  freight  in  junks  are  as  follows  :  For  fine  goods,  such 
as  cotton  and  silk  manufactures^  10  in  100  ;  for  tea*  10  in  100  ; 
sugar,  20  in  100;  rice»  40  in  100.  From  Amoy  and  Fokien  to 
Sincapore,  the  freight  paid  for  black  tea  is  I  dollar  40  cents 
per  peeul,  equal  to  between  one  halfpenny  and  three  farthings 
per  pound. 

I  have  also  a  statement  of  the  particulars  of  the  cai^o  of  a 
junk  from  Amoy  in  Fokien,  which  arrived  at  Sincapore  on  the 
25th  January  1824,  after  a  voyage  of  thirteen  days,  burthen 
between  200  and  250  tons ;  it  is  as  follows  :  Earthenware,  of 
32  different  sizes  and  patterns,  660,250  pieces ;  flooring  tUo^ 
10,000;  coping  stones,  200;  black  varnished  paper  umbrellast 
12,000;  variegated  ditto,  3,000;  pastry,  50  boxes;  confec- 
tionery, 16S  boxes  ;  dried  fruit,  60  boxes ;  kin*chin,  a  kind  oC 
esculent  plant,  12  bundles;  dried  fungus,  esculent.  Obexes; 
dried  mushrooms,  6  boxes  ;  dried  fruit,  40  baskets  ;  sugar- 
candy,  50  boxes ;  vermiceOi,  8  boxes ;  salt  fish,  5  baskets ; 
kanlan,  a  fruit  somewhat  resembling  an  olive,  and  pickled  in 
salt,  100  jars;  medicines,  10  bags;  silk  shoes,  10 boxes  ;  cloth 
ditto,  10 boxes  ;  straw  ditto,  5  boxes;  incense  rods,  20  boxe«; 
lamp-oil,  10  casks ;  tobacco,  for  the  market  of  Celebes,  350 
boxes  ;  ditto,  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  residents,  220  boxes; 
combs,  10  boxes ;  hair  pencils,  1  box  ;  dry  salted  vegetablei, 
40  jars  ;  pickled  ditto,  400  jars  ;  nankeens,  1 00  bales ;  ditto,  20 
boxes;  gold  laced  thread,  20  boxes;  tea,  110  boxes.  The 
total  value  of  the  cargo  was  estimated  at  60,000  Spanish  dol- 
lars, or  near  £13,000. 

The  next  statement  I  have  is  the  estimated  value  of  the  cargoei 
of  four  Chinese  junks  which  arrived  at  Sincapore  in  1824  and 
1825.  In  the  Canton  junk  which  arrivetl  at  Sincapore  in  18M 
the  value  of  the  cargo  was  75,01*0  dollars,  burthen  600  tons*  In 
a  junk  of  Amoy  of  the  game  year,  the  value  of  the  cargo  wai 
60,000  dollars,  burthen  225  tons ;  of  a  Canton  junk  that  arrived 
in  1825,  the  value  of  the  cargo  was  20,000  dollars,  her  bur* 
then  375  tons,  and  the  number  of  her  passengerg  670.    In  t\\e 
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imoj  junk  that  arrived  in    18f5,    elie  value  of  her  cargo  waa  2!>  Mar,  Hm 
100,000  dollars,  her  burthen  476  tons,  and  the  number  of  her  ^TIV. 

ngers  6:^5.  *^"  cW^yifn^, 

I  have  aUo  the  particulars*  o(  the  cargo  of  a  Siamese  jutik 

rhich  arrived  at  Sincapore  in  1824  ;  they  ore  as  follows  :  white 

Tf  1»350  pecuUi  the  value  of  which,  at  6  Spanish  dollars  50 

.  Ata  per  pecul,  was  8^775  dollan  \  coarse  sugar^  80  peculg,  at 

fo  dollars  66  cent^,  value  212  dollars;  6ne  ricei  20  koyans,  at 

I  doUarit  1,360  dollars  ;  coarse  nee,  25  koyans*  at  55  dollars, 

75  dolkrs ;  salt,   20  koyans,  at  27  dollars^  540  dollars ;  oil^ 

i-nut»  150  peculs,  at  5  do)  fars  66  ct^nts^  849  dollars  i  atilac, 

)pecuJs,  at    ISdoIlarSj  1H50  dollars ;  nankeens,  lai^,    1,000 

at  60  dollars  per  100,  600  dollars  ;  tobacco,  25  pecuU,  at 

I  dollars  per  pecul,  'lOO  dollars  ;  salt  Bsh,  50  pectils,  at  five  dol« 

s,  250  dollars ;  the  total  amount  of  Spanish  dollars  is  16,218. 

)HN  STEWART,  Esq,  a  Member  of  the  Committee,   was 
examined, 

S850a.  How  oflen  have  you  been  in  Chtna»  and  during  what  /< 

(? — I  have   been  in  China  seven  times.     I  first  went  to 
linft  in  the  year  1800.     I  was  also  there  fn  \m%   in  1804,  in 

in  1806,  and  in  1807-8  ;  and  I  was  there  also  in  1817. 
385lir.  ilad  you  extensive  dealings  with  the  ilong  and  outside 
Its  when  you  were  tliercP^l  had,  during  several  of  the 
1 1  have  mentioned  ;  in  some  of  the  years  1  had  no  deahnga 
tbem. 
3852a,  Will  you  state  what  opinion  you  !mve  formed  of  them 
I  ft  commerdaf  people  or  on  anti-commercral   people? — From 
intercourse  I  have  liad   with  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  1  cer- 
aly  coosidcr  them  a  people  of  very  great  commercial  enter- 
iie^  although  I  btilieve  the  policy  of  the  Chinese  government 
I  agalnat  extending  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country. 
S85Sa,  Have  you  not  visited  almost  every  port  of  Jndia? — I  have* 

[S654a.  Will  yon  state  to  the  Cx^mmtttee  what  comparative 

for   transacting  businesjj,  with   reference  either  to  the 

of  a  ship  or  to  the  merchant,   there  is  at  Canton,   com- 

with  the  facility  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Calcutta  ? — I 

dk  the  fadlities  afforded  by  the  Chinese  for  the  transaction  of 

Amercial  business  at  Canton  are  decidedly  greater  than  at  any 

'  port  of  the  world  that  I  have  ever  visited. 

^S855«i.  Were  you  present  at  Canton  at  any  time  when  the 

cial  intercourse  was  interrupted  between  the  Company 

tbe  Chinese  ?-- Yes ;  I  was  there  in  1807  or  180S,  when  it 

\  Miapended  in  consequence  of  Admiral  Drury  taking  posses* 

I  of  the  island  of  Macao* 

^S656a.  Win  you  state  how  the  interruption  began,  and  what 

the  consequences  arising  out  of  it  ? — Admiral  Drury  ar- 
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rived  at  Macao>  on  the  coast  of  China*  I  think,  about  the 
month  of  August  or  September  IS08,  and  he  landed  a  mHitary 
force  from  his  squadront  including  some  tmnsports  he  had  under 
his  charge,  and  took  possession  of  the  island  of  Macao,  with  the 
consent,  as  I  understood,  of  the  Portuguese,  who  surrendered  it 
on  some  understanding  between  the  two  nations.  Immediately 
on  this  being  made  known  at  Canton,  the  Chinese  government 
insisted  upon  our  troops  being  withdrawn,  whicli  was  refused^  and 
they  immediately  put  a  stop  to  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  British^  and  declared  their  determination  not  to  renew  any 
commercial  intercourse  with  them  until  our  troops  were  with- 
drawn from  Macao. 

385 7a.  Did  they  actually  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse 
with  English  ships? — Entirely  so,  both  with  the  country  ships 
and  witii  those  of  the  East-india  Company ;  and  on  that  oc- 
casion, 1  think  the  suspension  continued  for  a  period  of  four  or 
five  months,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection^ 

3858^.  Had  the  Company's  supercargoes  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  cause  of  that  interruption? — ^Yes;  it  was  understood 
that  they  had  :  indeed  I  had  reason  to  know  that  the  expe- 
dition was  sent  by  the  supreme  government  of  India  to  take 
possession  of  Macao,  in  consequence  of  an  opinion  that  the 
French  had  an  intention  of  that  sort,  and  the  expedition  was 
sent  to  anticipate  the  supposed  intentions  of  the  French, 
Admiral  Drury  came  to  China  with  orders  from  Lord  Exmouth^ 
who  at  that  time  commanded  in  chief  in  the  Indian  seas,  to  act 
ID  concert  with  tlie  Select  Committee  of  Supercargoes  at  Canton) 
and  that  he  was  not  to  adopt  any  measures  tlmt  did  not  meet 
with  their  concurrence ;  that  fact  1  have  heai'd  Admiral  Drury 
repeat  himself  ^equently  on  that  occasion. 

3S59/Z.  How  was  that  interruption  terminated  ? — During  the 
four  or  five  months  that  the  trade  was  suspended,  negotiations 
were  constantly  going  on  between  the  Chinese  authorities  and 
the  British  admiral  and  tlie  Select  Committee^  and  also  between 
tlie  Chinese  authorities  and  commanders  of  the  country  shipiSy 
and  the  trade  was  not  renewed  until  tlie  whole  of  the  troops 
were  withdrawn.  It  ended  in  the  admiral  withdrawing  the 
whole  of  die  troops  from  iVIacao,  and  returning  with  them  tJ 
India ;  and  as  soon  as  die  troops  were  embarked  the  trade  was 
re -opened. 

3860ij,  Were  you  at  Canton  all  tliat  period  ? — I  was  there 
during  the  whole  of  that  time* 

386 let.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  knowing  how  the  Chinese 
merchants  considered  Uiat  interruption?— They  considered  it 
as  a  very  great  grievance  ;  and  I  had  occasion  to  know  that  it 
produced  a  great  deal  of  misery  and  distress  amongst  the 
Chinese  merdiants^  and  to  the  trade  in  general.  I  had  on  thai 
occasion  very  large  consignments  of  goods  in  my  own  hands; 
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I  think  I  had  that  year  four  or  five  ships  and  ihclr  cargoes  oon- 
iigfied  to  me  at  Canton.  At  tlie  period  that  the  ftuspensloti  of 
oommercial  intercourse  took  place,  some  of  those  cargoes  Imd 
been  sold*  and  some  had  not  i  those  that  liadbeen  told  previously 
were  sold  at  very  fair  prices ;  but  when  I  canie  to  negotiate  a 
nle  of  what  remained  on  hand,  aQer  tlie  trade  was  re-opened* 
I  found  that  the  prices  were  greatly  fallen,  and  that  the  ability 
of  the  purchasers  to  make  good  those  prices  had  also  been 
inateriaUy  impaired,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  that  hud  tidceii  place.  I  was^  in  fact,  in 
that  year  obliged  to  quit  Canton,  leaving  a  very  large  amount 
of  money  there  belonging  to  my  coastituents,  which  I  found 
myself  utterly  unable  to  recover  that  sca&on. 

3862a.  Did  this  interruption  of  trade  affect  the  American 
aiupa  aa  well  as  the  British  ships?  — Not  at  all 

3MSa.  Did  they  continue  to  carry  on  their  trade  during  thit 
iDterruption  of  the  British  trade  without  any  difficulty? — Vca, 
villiout  any  difficulty* 

8864i7,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Chinese  government  wotild 
find   it  very  difficult  to  put  an  end   to  the  foreign  commerce 
with  England? — I  think  they  could  do  it ;  but  1  am  of  opinion 
~^'   X  if  the  Chinese  government  were  to  put  an  end  to  that 
immerce,  it  would  produce  great  misery  and  diitress  in  China* 
icularly  at  Canton,  where  it  is  carried  on. 

3865a.  Would  the  government,  in  your  opinion,  be  strong 
iough  to  accomplish  the  putting  an  end  to  the  trade  ? — My 
inioQ  is,  ttuit  an  edict  of  the  emperor  of  China  might  be  so 
ifbrced  as  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  regular  foreign  trade  carried 
on  with  China ;  but  I  da  not  ihink  that  the  Chinese  govemmenl 
could  prevent  smuggUng  being  continued  on  the  coast  of  China, 
en  if  Uiey  put  a  stop  to  the  regular  trade* 

S866<!i.  Tlien  you  do   not  mean   to  say  that  you  think  the 
lineae  government  would  Imve  power  to  put  a  final  stop  to 

progress  of  the  trade  f — No ;  I  think  that  a  smuggling  trade 

ouid  be  carried  on  on  the  coast  of  China  to  a  very  considerable 

tent,  in  spite  of  any  act  that  the  Chinese  government  might 

t. 

S867a.  Do   you  ihen  infer  that  it   would  only  change  the 

ter  of  the  trade  from  a  legal  trade  to  an  illegitimate  one  ? 

It  would  al^o  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  it  very  consider- 

ly.     I  do  not  think  tliat  the  smuggling  trade  alone  could  he 

ied  on  to  the  same  extent  to  which  the  legal  trade  and  the 
lUggiing  trade  together  are  carried  on  now. 
3868^.  Would  the  distress  arising  from  such  a  prohibition  be 
luch  felt  in  the  interior  as  well  as  in  Canton  ? — I  do  not  feel 

petent  to  answer  that  question,  not  having  been  in  the  in- 
lor;  but  I   suppose  in   the  tea   provinces  it   would  be  very 
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severely  felt,  in  coDBequence  of  the  btemiptioo 
necessarily  take  place  to  their  export  of  tea, 

S869iu  Do  jou  think  that  if  this  interruption  of  the  trade 
took  place,  a  place  would  not  be  found  out  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Canton  to  carry  on  the  commercial  transactions  as  they 
now  carry  them  oo  at  Canton,  particularly  In  the  tea  trade  ?— If 
the  trade  were  put  a  stop  to  by  the  Chinese  government,  it 
would  prevent  any  ship  from  being  admitted  into  a  port  of  China* 
SSlOa.  Do  you  think  the  trade  could  be  carried  on  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Canton,  in  any  of  the  islands? — Yes;  I  ima- 
gine that  tea  might  be  conveyed,  and  in  all  probability  would 
be  conveyed,  to  the  islands  on  the  coast  of  China :  it  might  be 
smuggled  from  thence,  or  it  might  be  sent  in  Chinese  vessels 
to  the  islands  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  and  could  be  exported 
from  thence- 

S871flf.  Would  it  be  sufficient  to  supply  tlie  wants  of  this 
country  ?— If  the  Chinese  permitted  the  export  of  tea  in  their 
own  vessels,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  a  sufficient  quantity 
might  in  that  way  be  exported  from  China  to  supply  tlie  wanU 
of  all  Europe, 

S872flf.  Do  you  suppose  that  they  would  do  that  under  such 
circumstances  ? — i  think  they  would.  The  Chinese  are  a  peo- 
ple of  great  commercial  enterprize,  and  I  think  would  be  dis* 
posed  to  send  tea  wherever  they  could  £nd  a  sale  for  it  with 
advantagei 

3873a.  Have  you  not  stated  tliat  the  people  are  a  people  of 
commercial  enterprize,  but  that  a  spirit  of  jealousy  might  exist 
on  the  part  of  the  government? — I  stated  that  the  people  are 
a  people  of  great  commercial  enterprize,  though  I  have  under* 
stood  that  the  policy  of  the  Chinese  government  is  averse  to 
extending  its  foreign  commerce. 

3874a«  Do  you  understand  that  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Chinese  government  to  have  any  reference  to  the  extension  of 
their  trade  in  Chinese  junks  with  tlie  Indian  Archipelago^  or  to 
be  limited  to  the  trade  of  European  vessels  within  the  waten 
of  China  ? — I  have  understood  that  the  Chinese  government  is 
averse  to  foreign  commerce,  even  in  their  own  vessels,  and 
that  they  discourage  the  subjects  of  their  own  empire  from 
going  abroad  at  all,  or  from  engaging  in  foreign  trade. 

3B75a.  Have  you  known  any  cases  in  which  Chinese  of  high 
rank  at  Canton  have  been  engaged  in  foreign  commerce?— I 
have  not. 

3876a.  Have   you  ever   known   any   instance   of  a  person 

wishing  to  emigrate,  or  wishing  to  carry  on  foreign  oommercei 
being  prevented  by  the  Chinese  authoritieB  ? — No>  I  never 
have*  When  any  Chinaman  wishes  to  leave  China  In  a  British 
ship,  he  is  obliged  to  do  it  by  stealth ;  it  would  be  prevented  if 
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il  were  known*     I  have  had  occasion  to  know  thb,  at  Cbifte«e  19  Uar,  1^30, 
are  tometinies  empbved  as  seaoien  in  British  ships.  —^ 

S877«.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  India  trade  generatlv,  \^^'  ^ 
what  do  you  consider  would  be  the  effect  of  opening  the  trade 
at  Canton  to  the  Untish  generally  P**!  think  tlie  effect  of  it 
would  be  very  favourable,  especially  aa  regards  the  ex|>orl  of 
British  manufactures  and  produce,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
wouldf  under  such  circumstances,  be  consumed  in   China  to  a 

fry  great  extent  indeed,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years. 
SB78a.  What  is  the  ground  of  iJiat  opinion  ? — The  ground 
i»rthe  opinion  is,  that  woollens  and  metals  are  articles  of  very 
considerable  demand  amongst  the  Chinese.  ^tetaU  of  every 
description  are  much  required  in  China,  and  the  extiortation  of 
them  LS  strictly  prohibited,  except  lead;  that^  I  believe,  is  the 
only  metal  allowed  to  be  exported.  I  conceive,  tl»erefore,  that 
China  would  take  off  a  great  deal  of  iron,  copper,  and  tin,  also 
of  woollens,  and  of  cotton  manufactured  piece-goods  and  cotton 
the  consumption  of  all  which  is  now  on  the  Increase  in 
as  I  have  reason  to  know. 


^S879fl.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  whatever 
aount  of  manufactures  could  be  exported,  there  would  be 
nty  of  Chinese  produce  to  bring  back  in  return,  and  tlmt 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  remitting  money  to  England  ? — 
No  difficulty,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  trade  were  perfectly  open, 
as,  from  the  varied  productions  of  China,  it  would  ai^rd  ample 
means  of  profitable  returns,  or,  at  all  events,  of  returnswitlmut 
loatt  ^  almost  any  extent. 

S86Cla.  What  effect^  in  your  opinion,  would  be  produced  on 
the  general  commerce  of  India  by  the  opening  of  Uie  trade 
between  China  and  England  direct  ^ — It  no  doubt  would  be  very 
favourable  to  India ;  it  would  increase  very  considerably  the 
exports  from  British  India  to  China,  because  then  we  should  be 
enabled  to  make  our  returns  profitably  from  China  direct  to  this 
y  which  is  a  channel  that  we  very  much  require  to  be 
instead  of  making  returns,  as  at  present,  cxclusivelr 
>  India,  and  in   articles  that  do  not  always  sell  to  a  proht 

388 In.  Would  not  that  promote  the  exportation  of  all  kinds 
FBritish  manufactures  from  England  to  India,  which  are  much 
ited  by  the   want  of  means  of  remittance? — It   would  no 
abt  have  that  effect. 

3882a.  From  what  you  know  of  the  character  of  the  Chinese 

Dvemment,  would  you  contemplate  the  opening  of  the  trade 

t  Canton  without  some  established  board  or  authority  to  repre* 

nt  the  British  government  there  ? — I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the 

were  open,  it  wouM  be  necessary  that  a  body  should  be 

ituted  at  Canton,  with  ample  powers  to  exercise  a  most 

and  effectual  control  over  every  British  subject  going  to 
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29  MAf.  1830.     3883ff,  Do   not  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Company  al 
^^         Canton  now  exercise  that  authority  over  all  their  officers  anil 
J.  stemiH,  Esq.  g^^^j^j^  p — They  do  ;  they  have  ample  power  of  doing  so  by  Act 
of  Parliament. 

3884/j.  Do  yon  contemplate  any  greater  authority  to  be 
exercised  over  Englishmen  generally,  than  the  Company  have 
now  over  their  own  servanls? — No;  I  should  think  that  no 
greater  authority  would  be  requisite.  I  think  their  powers  are 
very  ample,  and  they  extend  to  all  Britidi  subjects,  as  well  as 
to  the  servants  of  the  Company, 

3885rt*  Do  you  consider  that  the  substitution  of  a  Committee 
deputed  by  the  King  would  be  attended  to  more  than  the  Select 
Committee  fmin  the  Company  now? — .Yes;  lam  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  more  respected  by  the  Chinese  authorities  thoa 
the  servants  of  the  East-India  Company, 

3886fl*  On  what  do  you  ground  that  opinion  ? — A  circum- 
stance occurred  in  China  with  Admiral  Drury,  when  I  was 
there,  which  may  illustrate  what  I  have  stated,  although  ray 
opinion  is  not  exclusively  grounded  upon  it.  During  the  nego* 
elation s  that  were  going  on  with  Admiral  Drury  on  that  occa- 
sion, he  was  very  anxious  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton,  all  their  communications  having  previously 
been  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  the  Hong  merchants* 
It  was  at  onetime  understood  that  the  objections  of  the  Viceroy 
to  this  personal  interview  had  been  overcome»  and  it  was  inti- 
mated to  Admiral  Drury  that  the  Viceroy  was  disposed  to 
receive  him.  In  consequence  of  tliis.  Admiral  Drury  came  up 
to  Canton,  accompanied  by  boats  from  every  ship  in  the  fleet, 
I  was  one  of  those  that  attended  him  on  that  occasion^  when 
he  landed  with  a  considerable  number  of  marines  at  Canton  j 
but  after  being  tliere  two  days  the  Viceroy  refused  to  receive 
him  ;  he  returned  to  Whampoa  without  having  had  an  interview 
with  the  Viceroy.  It  was  staled  at  Canton  at  the  time,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  truly  stated*  that  when  the  Viceroy  consented 
to  receive  Admiral  Drury,  he  did  so  in  consequence  of  havii^ 
been  informed  that  Admiral  Drury  was  an  officer  of  rank  hold- 
ing a  commission  from  the  King  of  Great  liritaiut  and  that  he 
might  consequently  have  admitted  him  to  a  personal  mtervieir 
without  any  degradation  to  his  own  rank  as  Viceroy ;  but  after 
the  Admiral  had  come  to  Canton,  he  was  given  to  understand 
that  the  Admiral  had  come  on  to  China  at  the  request  or  by  ihe 
desire  of  the  Govern  or- general  of  India,  and  the  Viceroy  then 
Bald  that  he  could  hold  no  communication  with  him,  as  he  was 
deputed  by  a  governor  or  servant  of  the  East-India  Company^ 
who  were  only  a  body  of  merchants,  and  he  could  not  in  conse< 
quence  receive  hira*  That  was  what  we  understood  to  be  die 
case  at  Canton  at  the  time. 

3887ff,  Then  from  that  and  other  opportunities  of  obscn-a* 
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ion  jou  Iwve  had,  you  think  that  an  officer  bearing  the  direct  39  ilar.  1810. 
ntboritj  of  the  Khig  of  England,  instead  of  the  authority  of  the     ^~*  ^^ 
uOMpany,  would  have  a  better  chance  of  being  received  and     ^^7.' 
nated  with  b^  the  authorities  of  China  ? — Yes,  I  do ;  by  the 
mblic  authorities  of  China  certainly. 


As  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  Canton  river» 
flMit  ia^our  opinion  of  the  difficulty  or  dangers  attending  the 
iwrintion  up  to  Whampoa? — There  are  fewer  dangers,  I 
lunk,  in  the  Canton  river  than  in  almost  any  navigable  river 
liatlani  acquainted  with.  There  are  several  shoals  as  you 
ipproach  the  river,  but  they  are  mostly  mud  ;  upon  which,  if  a 
ioip  grounds,  she  seldom  receives  any  damage. 

S689a.  What  is  the  greatest  strength  of  current  ? — The  cur- 
tm  is  always  very  moderate;  I  should  think  the  greatest 
ttwpgth  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  miles  an  hour,  tide- 
vaya. 

3890a.  Do  you  call  that  moderate  ?— Very  moderate.  We 
itare  it  nine,  ten,  and  sometimes  even  twelve  miles  per  hour,  in 
lie  Ganges.  In  the  Canton  river  it  is  tide  only,  but  in  the 
janges  the  strength  of  the  tide  is  often  augmented  by  the 
iver  floods. 

8891a.  You  have  stated,  that  the  last  time  you  were  in 
[Canton  was  in  1817-18 ;  have  you  had  any  dealings  with  China 
ODce  that  period  as  a  merchant  ?^-Yes ;  I  have  continued  ever 
once  that  period,  and  am  now,  engaged  in  the  trade  with  China 
o  a  very  considerable  extent 

8892a.  During  the  time  you  were  tliere  yourself,  or  since 
roar  return,  has  any  agent  of  yours  had  occasion  to  apply  to 
he  Company's  Select  Committee  for  assistance,  to  enable  you 
o  carry  on  any  part  of  your  commercial  dealings  ?^-Never. 

8893a.  Whilst  you  were  in  China  upon  any  occasion,  do  you 
eooUect  any  instance  of  any  country  officer  or  agent  from  India 
laviDg  occasion  to  apply  to  the  Company's  servants  for  such 
MStance  ?— I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance. 

8894a«  Are  you  aware  of  the  rate  of  freight  which  the  Com- 
muy  pay  for  their  cargoes  home  firom  Chma  ?^I  understand 
hal  one  of  the  ships  last  chartered  by  the  Company,  the 
)nrell,  was  engaged  at  £18  a  ton.  I  understood  that  to  be 
Off  the  whcrie  voyage  out  and  home ;  but  I  state  this  only  from 

8895a.  How  long  would  the  vessel  be  engaged  in  that 
oyage  ? — ^I  apprehend  it  is  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  months 
hHD  the  time  tney  leave  this  country  to  the  time  when  they 
lenerally  return. 

8896a.  How  much  of  that  £18  do  you  suppose  would  attach 
0  the  cargo  of  tea  from  China  to   London  r — I  should  think, 
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29  Mv.  1830.  With  reference  to  the  rate  of  freight  outward-bouiid  to  India 

now,  that  at  least  £15  or  £16  of  it  would  attach   to  the  fireiglil 

''^^    '^'home.    The  outward  freight  to  India  now  is,  I  msy  my,  IkUe 
or  nothing ;  you  may  get  goods  out  for  5f.or  10#,  a  ton. 

8897a*  At  what  rate  could  you  charter  a  ship,  say  of  500  or 
600  tons,  for  a  voyage  to  and  from  China  ?^I  have  no  doubt  I 
could  charter  a  ship  direct  to  Canton  and  back  for  CIO,  oral 
most  £12  a  ton  ;  indeed  I  think  I  could  charter  iifVy  shipt  ia 
the  Thames  at  this  moment  on  these  terms. 

3898fl.  Of  the  size  of  the  Orwell,  do  you  mean  ? — Not  of  the 
size  of  the  Orwell. 

3899rt,  What  period  do  you  contemplate  for  a  direct  t'oyage 
out  and  home  to  China;^  allowing  six  weeks  or  two  montni  in 
China  to  deliver  and  receive  cargo  ? — I  should  say  certainly  within 
from  ten  to  twelve  months;  but  for  a  ship  of  500  or  600  tons, 
we  should  not  require  six  weeks,  or  any  thing  like  it,  at 
Canton. 

SBOOa.  Have  not  large  ships  an  advantage  in   Canton  rtver^ 
which  smaller  ships  have  not,  in  paying  less  port*charges 
measurement? — Yes  ;  they  have  a  very  great  advantage 
port-charges  there  upon  a  large  ship  are  much  lighter  in 
lion  to  her  tonnage  than  they  are  upon  ships  of  smaller  bui 

S901ff*  Have  the  large   ships  any  advantage  in  the  sto^ 
of  a  tea  cargo  home,  over  ships  of  500  or  600  tons? — Norn 
lliat  I  am  aware  of. 

3902fl.  Have  you  stowed  several  cargoes  of  tea  yourself?— * 
I  never  stowed  a  cargo  of  tea,  but  I  have  stowed  other  carga^ 
in  ships  of  from  500  tons  up  to  1200  tons ;  and  I  am  not  awsra 
til  at  a  ship  of  1200  tons  can  possess  any  advantage  ia  tfaff 
stowage  of  tea  over  a  ship  of  500  or  600  tons* 

3903«.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  the  lighter  port*charfes 
which  large  ships  pay  in  China  is  the  only  advantage  which  you 
know  those  ships  possess  over  ships  of  500  or  600  tooaP-'lltc 
only  advantage  that  I  am  aware  of  as  merchant  shipa. 

3904a,  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  they  are  calculatiHi 
to  be  made  ships  of  war  on  emergency  P—llxey  are  unqtiesiioo- 
ably  the  finest  merchant  ships  in  the  world,  and  very  easily  con- 
vertible to  warlike  purposes  when  it  is  necessary. 

3905a.  Have  you  known  it  to  be  ohen  necessary  to  use  them 
as  ships  of  war  ? — I  have  known  several  instances  of  it  in  Indui 
during  the  last  war  ;  not  very  many  instances. 

3906fl*  Do  you  mean  where  they  have  received  additicMttl 
hands  and  have  been  manned  as  n^igates? — Yes,  having  M 
additional  guns,  and  troops  pot  on  board. 

3907a.  Is  not  there  a  great  deal  of  piracy  In  the  Indian  eea»? 
— Very  little  indeed.  In  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  in  th€  Qm 


SELECT  COMMITTER  or  tuk  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  517 


Mr. 


fliere  mn  some  piratM,  and  also  on  the  coast  of  China ;  29  Mar.  IBM. 

but  in  the  Indian  seas  it  is  a  thing  at  pesent  alnuMt  unknown.  

la  tte  Psrsian  Gulf  there  are  some  Arab  pirates,  I  believe.        J-  ••■wc,  Jbf . 

990Sc.  Hare  not  the  diips  you  have  known  employed  as  ships 
•f  war  been  generally  800  and  900-ton  ships ;  did  you  ever 
kaow  a  China  ship  so  ednployed  P^-Yes,  I  recollect  on  one  oc- 
easioBf  that  four  Bombay  and  China  ships,  of  1200  tons  each,  in 
die  year  180^  or  1805,  were  all  armed  before  they  left  Bombay, 
ia  consequence  of  there  not  being  sufficient  convoy  tliere  to 
aacompany  them  to  China*  Admiral  Linois  had  appeared  upon 
die  coast  of  Ceyk>n,  and  taken  the  Brunswick  a  few  weeks 
hsfiMre.  They  had  with  them  a  small  ship,  the  Sir  Edward 
Jahghes,  that  had  formerW  been  in  the  Company's  service,  but 
sbe  was  not  reckoned  sufficient  protection  without  arming  the 
dqiaabo. 

9900a.  With  respect  to  the  other  ships  that  you  have  known 
arsMd  as  frigates,  nave  not  they  generally  been  the  smaller 
daases  of  Company's  ships  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance 
at  this  moment,  except  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  and  another 
■Ball  ship  of  800  tons,  the  name  of  which  1  forget. 

mOa.  During  the  timevou  were  in  the  East-India  private 
tmde,  were  there  any  ISOO-ton  ships  in  that  trade  between 
Baaibaji  aad  Chiaa?— Several  Irom  Bombay. 

Wlla.  Are  there  any  of  them  now  in  that  trade?— None. 

8912a.  What  ships  are  now  used  principally  for  the  China 
lipde  to  Canton?^ From  Bombay  the  ships  are  generally  from 
000  to  800  tons ;  there  is  one  of  nearly  1000  tons ;  formerly  there 
vcre  Byfe  or  sis  1200-ton  ships. 

891Sa.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  those  large  ships  have 
been  discontinued  in  the  trade  to  China,  if  it  is  so  advantageous 
la  trade  to  Canton  in  large  ships  ? — I  apprehend  it  has  arisen  in 
loneat  measure  from  the  difficulty  that  private  merchants  would 
men  have  in  fitting  out  a  lar^  ship,  from  the  additional  capital 
kmiiid  what  would  be  required  to  trade  with  a  smaller  ship. 
[| la  much  more  within  the  compass  of  a  private  merchant  to 
tinade  with  a  ship  of  600  or  700  tons  than  with  one  of  1200  tons ; 
md  I  have  reason  to  know  also,  with  regard  to  several  of  the 
1200-ton  ships  built  at  Bombay  for  the  country  trade,  that 
Aiej  have  now  fallen  into  the  regular  trade  of  the  East-India 
Dbnpany,  because  their  owners  were  able  to  transfer  them  to 
the  Company  on  more  advantageous  terms  than  could  have 
1  expected  by  keeping  them  in  the  trade  from  Bombay  to 


9914a.  Can  a  large  ship  be  built  at  as  cheap  a  rate  per  ton 
I  a  small  one  ?--€7enerally  speaking,  I  think  not.  They  require 
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1830.  a  larger  scantling  of  Umber ;  and  crooked  timber,  when  it  exoeodi 
a  certain  size,  is  very  expensive  indeed, 
^'      3915a.  Can  you  form  an  estimate  of  the  difference  per  ton  ? — 
I  cannot,  without  previous  calculation,  form  an  estimate, 

3916£t*  Isnot  Ihe  advantage  gained  in  the  roeasiirennent  duty 
on  a  1 '200' ton  ship  at  Canton  counierbalanced  by  the  incon* 
venienee  of  being  obliged  to  load  and  unload  below  VVhampoa? 
-^^ I  should  think  that  the  advantage  gained  by  the  tixe,  with 
regard  to  the  port-chargesy  is  greater  than  the  difiadvantage 
arising  from  the  circumstance  mentioned,  of  being  obliged  to 
load  partly  below  the  second  bar*  Tliey  very  seldom  unload 
tliere,  and  I  believe  that  they  might  load  wholly  at  Whanipoa* 
but  it  certainly  lessons  the  risk  to  send  them  below  the  second 
bar  to  complete  the  cargoes. 

S917a*  At  what  rate  per  ton  could  you  estimate  the  advantage 
that  a  1200-ton  ghip  has  over  a  600*ton  ship  in  the  payment  of 
Canton  port-charges? — I  should  not  estimate  it  above  £2  per 
ton  ;  but  I  (eel  a  dilfTculty  in  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  question 
without  going  into  a  calculation. 

3918a.  From  your  own  experience,  what  class  of  ships  do  ; 
think  best  calculated  to  carry  on  ihe  trade  between  Eng" 
and  China?— I  should  say,  from  60€  to  800  tons, 

3910a.  You  stated  that,  the  Viceroy  objected  to  receiv 
Admiral  Drury,  when  he  believed  that  he  was  deputed  by  tli 
Governor-generalt  acting  under  a  company  of  merchants ;  ai  "i 
you  aware  that  the  Select  Committee  arc  in  the  habh  crrr^i 
direct  intercourse  with  the  Viceroy  ? — No*  I  am  not  aEware  ^/af 
that 

3920fl(,  Do  you  know  that  they  never  do  go  to  the  Vicerojs^  ? 
—I  never  heard  of  the  Select  Committee  going  personally  '^^ 
the  Viceroy. 

3921a.  Are  the  large  ships  of  1200  tons  saited  to  any  otlscf 
trade  in  the  East  but  the  China  trade  ?— 1  think  not;  not  so  rncsH 
suited  as  the  smaller  ships, 

3922ei.  Would  not  it  be  an  additional  motive  to  a  inerchaJir 
to  employ  a  smaller-sized  ship  that  his  ship  was  applicable*  to 
other  trades^  if  he  wished  to  apply  it  to  them  ? — No  doubt  it 
would. 

39S3a.  Do  not  ships  often  return  from  Canton  to  India  /o 
ballast  ? — They  often  return  with  very  small  cargoes  tnde^; 
just  enough  to  serve  as  ballast. 

3924a,  What  is  the  actual  amount  of  freight  which  is  now  paid 
from  England  to  Calcutta  and  back? — 1  cannot  speak  with 
regard  to  Calcutta  ;  but  I  know  that  within  the  last  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  the  house  of  wfiich  I  am  a  member  hu 
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duntered  seferal  ihips  from  England  to  Bombay  and  back,  at  29  Mcr.  1830. 
tates  not  exceeding  iB  or  £9  steriing  a  too.  ^1- 

8925a.  You  hare  stated  that  it  would  require  CIO  or  £12  a  •^•**«^»  ^• 
too  to  charter  a  thijp  to  Canton  ;  would  the  voyage  be  much  '' 

longer  from  England  to  Canton,  than  from  England  to  Bombay  ? 
—About  a  couple  of  months. 

8920a.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  great  difference  in  the  freight  ? 
—I  calculate  upon  the  owner  of  the  ship  having  to  pay  the  port- 
charges  at  Canton. 

8927a.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  is  a  consider- 
d»le  charge  for  demurrage  upon  the  Company's  ships  in  the 
Canton  river? — ^I  have  understood  that  there  is  a  cnarge  for 
demurrage  if  they  are  detained  beyond  their  time. 

8928a.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  is  a  much  larger  charge  for 
demurrage  for  the  Company's  sliips  than  there  is,  commonly 
^peaking,  upon  ships  carrying  on  private  trade  ? — I  am  unabfe 
to  answer  that  question. 

8929a.  Do  you  know  what  was  tlie  charge  for  demurrage 
ipoD  the  Company's  ships  at  the  time  of  the  interruption  of  the 
Imde  in  consequence  of  Admiral  Drury's  affiiir  ?  ^I  do  not. 

5980a.  Are  you  aware  that  a  large  number  of  Chinese  find 
their  way  out  of  China  in  Portuguese  sliips,  and  that  there  is  no 
DOftsiderable  difficulty  in  their  leaving  the  country  ? — There  is  no 
mat  difficulty ;  a  great  many  find  their  way  out  in  English 
uipsy  and  ships  of  all  nations.  They  receive  them  on  board  at 
ugnt,  after  the  ship  leaves  the  river. 

S931a.  When  you  speak  of  the  request  in  which  metals  are  in 
China,  do  you  mean  manufactures  of  metals,  or  do  you  mean 
Doetal  in  an  unmanufactured  state  ? — I  meant  to  apply  that 
io  metals  in  an  unmanufactured  state. 

8932a.  You  have  spoken  of  the  great  advantage  it  would  be 
to  merchants  in  the  country  trade  to  be  able  to  bring  a  return- 
cargo  immediately  from  China  to  England  ;  is  it  your  opinion 
tiiai  if  the  trade  were  opened  the  principal  proportion  of  it 
would  take  that  course ;  namely,  from  England  to  India,  from 
I  to  Chiru^  and  from  China  back  to  England  ? — I  think  a 
considerable  proportion  of  it  would  take  that  course.  I 
n,  out  of  the  gooos  sent  from  India  to  China  a  considerable 
;  of  the  process  would  come  from  China  to  England,  and 
go  out  to  India  again  in  the  manufactures  of  this  country. 

893Sa.  Do  you  think  that  the  trade  between  this  country  and 
China  would  be  carried  on  in  a  great  measure  through  India,  or 
dfarect  from  here  to  Canton  and  back  ?^  I  think  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  would  be  carried  on  through  India,  and  also  a 
great  portion  of  it  direct  to  China. 
3934a.  Should  you  esteem  it  a  great  advantage  to  British 
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99  Mar.  i6ao.  private  mercbantt  to  be  ednutted  to  China,  mapmmog  Am 

jsmm  P**^^"^  monopoly  to  be  retenred  to  the  Coia^iaiij  r-<-I  •boiiU 

J.  Stewmi,  £ff .  certainly  consider  it  a  great  advantage. 

89S5a«  You  mentioned  several  articles  as  likely  to  come  from 
China ;  what  other  articles  are  there  besides  ?-^8ilk  of  ever|r 
description,  both  manufactured  and  raw,  and  a  varie^  of  arti- 
cles :  camphor,  cassia,  musk,  &c.  and  many  other  thiogis. 

S936a.  Could  China  supply  a  great  quantity  of  raw  aaUc?— A 
great  deal. 

S9d7a«  Are  not  those  aiticles  imported  now  by  the  officers  of 
the  Company  to  the  full  extent  of  the  demand  m  London  ? — I 
should  say  not  to  the  full  extend  of  the  demand,  because  we  im* 
port  a  considerable  quantity  of  China  goods  drcuitously  throt^ 
India. 

d938a.  Are  you  aware  what  has  been  the  out-turn  of  adven- 
tures from  China  to  England  these  last  few  years  ?  »I  have  no 
knowledge  of  that. 

S939a.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  a , 
gaining  trade?— I  have  no  reason  to  believe  eitber  that^ 
otherwise. 


MartiSy  SO""  die  MarHh  1830. 

CHARLES  POULETT  THOMSON,  Esq.  a  Member  of  tl^ 
Committee,  examined. 

90  Bbr.  1830.       3940a.  DiD  you  see  Mr.  Cushion,  and  explain  to  him  that      ^ 
summons  had  been  issued  by  this  Committee  to   require  \Mm$ 

C.  P.  2%om#on,  attendance  ?— I  did. 
Etq.,  M.r. 

394  L  Did  you  state  to  him  that  the  Committee  would  wH 
enforce  by  all  the  means  in  its  power  that  summons,  if  he  haif 
a  decided  objection  to  attending  ?  —I  stated  to  Mr.  Cushioi^ 
that  it  was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Committee  that  he  shouid 
attend.  He  expressed  himself,  as  he  had  done  befoffe,  ex- 
tremely unwilling  to  come  and  give  evidence.  He,  however, 
gave  me  no  positive  answer  as  to  what  be  would  do,  but  be 
requested  time  to  reflect  upon  it.  On  the  following  day  he  seat 
me  the  letter  which  I  have  proposed  giving  in  to  the  Committee, 
in  which  he  declines  attending,  because  he  considers  it  impracti- 
cable for  him  to  give  evidence  without  injuring  the  interests  of 
his  friends  in  America,  and  without  acting  against  the  feelingi 
of  friends  whom  he  has. 

3942a.  Did  you  understand  from  Mr.  Cushion,  that  hb  ob- 
jections were  so  strong  that  he  would  probably  be  induced,  at 
considerable  personal  mconvenience^  to  leave  the  country  rather 
than  comply  with  the  summons,  if  it  was  peremptorily  enforced? 
—I  did. 
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39460.  It  not  Mr.  Ciiahkm  a  citiMi  of  the  United  Stttei,  3#  Mir.  iioo. 
wlw  hao  rctided  m  greot  Dumber  of  jean  at  Canton  ?— He  ii.  ~v 

9944a.  Did  you  give  him  to  understand  that  the  Commhteo  '  £^^  ^.r. 
would  not  enforoe  the  tummont  if  it  was  unpleasant  to  him  to 
come  ?-~I  gave  him  to  understand  that  the  Committee  were 
▼erj  anxious  that  he  should  attend ;  but  that  if  he  positiveij 
objectedf  I  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the  Committee  would 
enforoe  bis  attendance  at  all  inconvenience  and  at  all  risk  to 
him. 

JOSHUA  BATES,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

SM5a.  Ik  the  purchase  of  tea  at  Canton,  in  what  money  is  JMNm  JBbtt% 
the  transaction  settled  between  the  Chinese  and  the  purchaser?        A^ 
—In  tales. 

3946a.  Is  the  tale  a  current  coin  in  China,  or  is  it  a  money 
sf  account?— It  is  a  money  of  account,  there  is  no  coin  of  that 
ikind. 

3M7a.  Does  it  represent  a  certain  ^antity  of  silver? — The 
tale  is  a  weight,  containing  579^  English  grains  ;  it  is  used  as 
a  weight,  also  as  a  money  of  account. 

3948a.  But  uniformly  the  purchases  of  tea  are  calculated  in 
talea  ? — They  are  uniformly. 

9949a.  Is  there  any  course  of  exchange  between  Canton  and 
tiiia  country? — A  regular  quotation  of  exchange  is  given  in 
Wftcrs  firom  Canton. 

MSOa.  Can  bills  be  drawn  accordmg  to  the  rate  so  quoted  ? 
— They  are  so  negodated  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  I 
jndgir  oould  be  to  a  much  larger  amount. 

S951a.  To  what  amount  have  you  known  bills  drawn  from 
China  upon  this  country  ?— £40,000  or  £50,000  at  a  time. 

8952a.  And  you  think  they  may  be  n^ociated  to  a  mudi 
larger  amount  ? — I  have  no  doubt  they  can,  as  a  remittance  for 
tiie  proceeds  of  opium,  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity 
ef  tmtqgling  sihrer. 

S95Sa.  Can  you  state  what,  according  to  the  latest  advices  re- 
ceived from  Canton,  is  the  rate  of  exchange  between  Canton  and 
diis  country  ? — The  latest  date  I  have  seen  is  newspaper  autho- 
rity, bat  it  IS  probably  correct ;  it  givei  it  at  3^.  11a.  sterling  per 
doUar  for  bills  at  six  months'  sight.  In  speaking  of  the  bills  thus 
lOiely  to  be  negociated  or  negociating  at  3f.  lid.,  I  think  it 
embraces  an  amount  of  about  £100,000  within  my  know* 
ledge. 

8954a.  With  such  a  bill,  drawn  upon  any  house  of  credit  in 
Sai^aad  at  that  rate  of  exchange,  could  teas  be  purchased  at 
Caaton  ?— With  the  proceeds  of  such  bills  teas  could  be  pur* 
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3955a,  The  rate  of  exchange  being  3*,  11</.,  can  you  state  to 
the  Committee  what  woiild  be  the  value  of  the  tale  ? — It  would 
be  bs*  bf^d. 

3956a.  Is  not  3^.  lid*  an  unusually  low  rate  of  exchange  for 
the  dollar  ? — It  is  not  low  for  the  last  year  or  two  ;  it  haj*  been 
gradually  lowering  for  several  years. 

3957a.  Wbat  has  been  for  the  last  five  years  the  average  rnte 
of  exchange  between  Canton  and  London? — I  have  no  means    g 
of  answering  the  question  here ;  I  should  think  it  might  ^^^H 
been  4f .  1^.  or  4^.  2J.  ^^H 

395da.  Do  you  think  it  has  been  more  than  4s.  2d,? — Cer- 
tainly not  more, 

3959a,  Can  you  state  at  is.  2d.  what  would  be  the  value  of 

the  tale  ?-55.9fJfrf. 

3960a.  By  what  calculation  do  you  convert  tales  into  dollare^ 
or  dollars  into  tales  ?— Seventy -two  candarins  are  equal  to  a 
dollar ;  and  I  take  lOO  dollars  at  4j.  2d.  and  divide  them  by  72 
iot  the  value  of  the  tale  in  sterling. 

3961a,  How  many  candarins  are  there  in  a  tale? — There  are 
100  candarins  in  a  tale* 

3962a.  So  that  a  dollar  is  to  a  tale  as  72  are  to  100?— 
Ills* 

3963a.  Is  that  a  fixed  proportion  between  the  tale  and  ibt 
dollar,  or  is  it  one  that  varies  ?^ — I  do  not  remember  to  have 
seen  any  thing  which  would  lead  me  lo  believe  that  it  varies. 

396'ia,  Then  the  variation  in  the  exchange  turns  upon  the 
varied  price  of  the  dollar,  and  not  upon  the  tale?— 1  thitik 
tliere  may  be  a  variation  in  sttveri  that  Che  dollar  may  some- 
times set]  at  a  premium ;  but  I  observe,  tliat  taking  the  weight 
of  the  dollar,  and  taking  the  number  of  grains  in  a  tale,  tnit 
72  hundredth-parts  of  a  tale  are  just  the  weight  of  a  Spanish 
dollar. 

3965^.  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  stated  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  year  1821,  that  the  tale  had  been 
rated  for  100  years  past  in  tlie  transactions  of  the  East-Indis 
Company  with  China  at  6**  B</.  ?— I  never  heard  of  6*.  Bd.  ii 
the  value  of  a  tale  tiJl  the  question  came  up  here  before  this 
Committee. 

3966a.  What  would  be  the  valye  of  the  tale  in  exchange  for 
dollars  at  4f.  S^d.  ? — Six  shillings  nearly. 

396 7fl.  Have  they  been  as  high  as  \s,  3J</,  in  the  course  of 
exchange  in  the  last  ^^ie  years  ? — I  think  not, 

3968fl.  In  the  evidence  you  gave  before  this  Committee  on  a 
former  occasion,  you  stated  that»  in  your  opinion,  the  tea  con- 
sumed in  this  country  cost  the  public  about  £1,600,000  tnor^ 
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ihim  it  would  be  if  brought  on  private  account ;  do  you  iocludo   30  &hr.  1B30. 

in  the  calculation  upon  which  that  statement  was  formed,  the  in- 

creaj^  charge  throirn  on  the  prime  cost  from  the  rate  at  which 

the  taJe  is  converted  by  the  Company  into  English  money  ? — 

That  enters  into  the  calculation;  but  I  thouJd  take  the  teiu  oi 

they  are  bought,  and  take  the  exchange  as  it  exi»tii«  or  haa  been 

for  some  years,  and  the  actual  prices  obtained  here*     I  stated 

£1,500,000  in  round  numbers;  I  beheve  the  difference  h  more. 

It  may  be  £100,000  or  £200,000  more;   but  1  wad  not  aware 

that  it  was  important  to  go  so  near  as  that* 

3969o  You  stated  in  your  former  evidence,  that  in  estimating 
the  profits  of  die  Company  beyond  the  profits  w  hich  a  private 
merchant  would  require  to  amount  to  a  milhon  and  a  half,  you 
have  referred  to  the  tables  laid  before  Parltament,  stating  tlie 
prime  cost  at  Canton  ;  in  making  that  estimate,  did  you  allow 
for  the  value  of  the  tale  as  estimated  on  tlie  one  hand  by  tlie 
Company,  and  on  the  other  as  ascertained  by  the  course  of 
excliange?— I  made  reference  to  the  printed  accounts  of  the 
tea  exported,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  Quantity,  and  I 
was  not  aware  that  6^.  f^d,  was  the  mode  of  valumg  the  taJe  at 
the  time.  It  would  certainly  nmke  a  ditiercnce  in  any  rough 
calculation  whidi  I  have  made;  but  1  went  upon  another  calcu- 
lation also,  that  of  the  usual  profit  which  we  are  satisBed  with 
€D  teas ;  and  taking  the  cost  of  teas  at  Canton,  with  the  ex- 
peiloes>  and  the  prices  obtained  at  the  Company's  sales,  I  ascer- 
tained the  profit  w  lilch  I  conceived  ought  to  be  made  by  the 
Company  on  the  importation  of  teas  to  this  country. 

8970a.  If  the  tale  is  really  worth  at  the  rate  of  exchao§a 
^.  Bd,^  and  is  estimated  in  the  prime  cost  as  6s*  Sd,f  is  there 
tiot  an  increase  put  on  that  prime  cost  of  nearly  20  per 
Cent-,  namely,  the  difference  between  5s.  ^d,  and  6s.  8J?— 
Certainly  there  is ;  it  would  make  tiiat  difference  in  the  calcu* 
^Jition. 

^H  S971a.  Are  you  aware  of  the  provision  in  the  Act  of  the  24 
^^Beo.  III.  c.  S8,  the  Commutation  Act,  which  provides  that  upon 
^^Hl  teas  put  up  for  sale  by  th^  East< India  Company  the  upset 
^Krice  shall  not  exceed  the  prime  cost  thereof,  with  the  freight 
^Hiid  cluirges  of  importation,  together  with  lawful  interest  from 
Vie  time  of  the  arrival  of  such  tea  in  Great  Britain,  and  the 
ommon  premium  of  insurance  as  a  compensation  for  the  sea- 
incurred  thereon  ? — I  was  not  awtirc  that  there  was  such  a 
ovLsion  in  the  Act. 

S972<7.  Suppose  a  mercantile  house  had  a  contract  forsupply- 

jiy  foreign  article,  cotton  fur  instance^  and  it  were  a  conoi- 

i  ot  that  contract   that  the  bonu  fidr  prime  cost  of  the  article 

together  witli  the  freight  and  charges  of  importation, 

referred  to  in  tlie  Act  wliich  has  been 

8t 
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30  M^.  1830.  quoted^  should  determine  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  contractor, 
would  such  a  mercaiitile  house  be  warranted  in  calculating  the 
prime  cost  abroad  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  existing  course  of 
exchange  between  the  foreign  country  and  this  country,  at 
the  time  when  the  article  was  paid  for  in  that  foreign  countiy? 
— I  see  no  other  mode  of  estimating  the  cost  of  any  article 
abroad  than  by  taking  the  course  of  'exdiange  into  the  calcit- 
Jation* 

S973a.  Have  any  of  the  teas  bought  by  the  Araerican  mer- 
chants been  paid  for  by  bills  drawn  upon  this  country  ? — Of 
late  they  have  been  paid  for  in  that  way,  or  rather  the  funds 
have  been  created  in  that  way.  The  hank  of  the  United  States 
issue  bills,  and  mercantile  houses  in  America  give  credits  on 
London. 

3974a.  Then  the  prime  cost  of  such  teas  is  ascertained  by 
the  bills  so  drawn  ? — Tliat  is  the  accurate  mode  of  ascertaimng 
their  cost-price. 

3975a,  Supposing  such  law  to  exist  as  that  which  has  been 
stated  in  one  of  the  questions  recently  put,  will  not  the  upsei 
price  which  was  referred  to  in  that  law  be  raised  by  rating  thf 
tale  at  65*  8r/,,  beyond  what  it  would  be,  supposing  the  value  of 
the  tale  to  be  such  as  it  is,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange 
which  you  now  believe  to  prevail  at  Canton  ?— That  would  be 
the  effect  of  it.  The  upset  price  would  be  increased  in  pro[ior- 
tion  as  the  tale  had  been  overrated, 

3976a,  Though  you  Imve  stated  3j,  lid.  to  be  the  actotl 
value  of  the  dollar  at  Canton,  according  to  the  last  rale  of 
exchange,  and  although  that  a^ay  be  the  rate  of  excliange  for 
any  transaction  of  a  moderate  amount,  do  you  suppose  it 
probable  or  possible  that  the  East-India  Company  couldp  for  JO 
large  an  amoutit  as  what  they  would  require  for  the  whole  of 
their  investment,  realize  so  favourable  an  exchange? — I  sliodd 
say  there  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever;  that  drafts  to  a  very 
large  amount  are  wanted  for  remitting  the  proceeds  of  the 
smuggled  opium,  and  that  those  bills  would  be  very  current  fe 
Bombay  or  Bengal  for  remittances  to  tins  country,  and  m 
always  in  demand  for  such  purpose. 

3977a.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  same  exchange  could  he 
realized  by  the  Company  for  so  large  an  amount  as  they  would 
require  for  their  investments?  — It  might  make  a  little  difference 
in  the  exchange  ;  but  if  I  recollect  rightly,  there  are  four  or  6ve 
millions  of  dollars  in  Sycee  silver  annually  smuggled  out  from 
Canton,  no  douht  at  some  disadvantage  of  charges  for  hazards 
&'C.  I  should  think  for  all  that  sum  the  parties  would  prefer  to 
take  bills. 

3ft78a.  Do  not  the  Company  now  pay  for  the  quantity  of  te« 
which  they  purchase  by  the  sales  of  opium,  and  by  bills  upon 
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Indian  aiul  in  rariouB  ways?— I  have  no  daubt  they  da*     The  30  Mat.  IHSQ* 
eales  ofopiunit  however,  are  not  on  their  aocx>UDt  at  Caotoo  ;  ~ 

that  is  country  trade.  £„ 

3979a«  Supposing  the  &anie  quantity  of  tea  to  be  required  for 
the  coosuroptlon  of  this  country,  and  all  the  circumsrances  of 
the  trade  between  India  and  China  to  remain  tlic  same,  would 
the  exchange  be  altered Jf  tlie  trade  was  thrown  open*  Inatead 
of  being  a  monopoly  in  ihe  hands  of  the  Company  ? — I  should 
think  the  exchange  would  very  soon  fall  even  lower  than  Sj«  lid*  i 
that  has  been  the  case  with  Bengal. 

3980a.  WhsLi  circumstances  have  caused  to  low  a  rate  of 
exchange  to  prevail  as  3^,  lid*  per  dollar  at  Canton  ?— I  pre* 
sume  it  must  be  owing  to  the  large  importations  of  opium,  and 
perhaps  to  some  increase  in  the  importations  of  British  manu- 
&ctures. 

S981a.  How  do  you  account  for  dollars  being  considered  by 
Americaai  80  favourable  a  provision  as  a  means  of  purchase  of 
tea,  when  the  exchange  is  so  low?— Ilie  Amcricaoi*  have,  until 
lately,  carried  dollars  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  calculation  that 
they  can  transact  their  business  with  less  charge  of  commission 
on  that  account ;  but  they  have  of  late  taken  crtdils  or  bill&  in 
many  instances ;  and  I  conceive  it  will  turn  in  the  same  manner 
as  it  has  in  Bengal.  Formerly  dollars  were  carried  there  ;  now 
they  are  no  longer  carried. 

3082cr.  What  is  the  price  of  |he  dollar  at  present  in  London  ? 
— 'The  price  of  the  ounce  is  4i.  SltL  ;  UCO  ounces  make  1,1K10 

'lars,  winch  would  bring  it  near  is*  l^ti>  per  dollar. 
'9SSa.  Would  not  this  trade,  like  all  others,  be  paid  for  in 
ici  or  by  drawing  bills  according  as  the  rate  of  exehange 
ttiight  vary? — Unduubtediy  the  course  of  exchange  would  fluc- 
tuate, as  m  any  other  trade,  if  left  to  itself 

S984a.  Vou  stated  that  you  thought,  if  ihe  trade  were  thrown 
opeoi  the  exchange  would  fall  still  lower ;  for  what  reason  do 
you  entertain  that  opinion?  — My  belief  is,  that  the  export!  tn 
that  country  would  be  very  much  increased. 

S9B5a*  Do  you  mean  the  export  of  British  commodities  ^-^ 
Of  Britbh  commodities. 


1 


Are  you  prepared  to  give  in  to  the  Committee  the 
calculation  upon  which  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tlie 
Company  derive  a  million  and  a  half  more  proiit  than  would 
remiiaerate  the  private  trader  ?  — I  have  no  calculation  made, 
but  I  can  give  the  Committee  the  materials  for  making  one. 
I  can  give  the  cost  of  a  given  quality  of  tea  at  Canton,  and  tak- 
mg  the  freight  and  charges,  and  the  sale  price  here,  the  profit 
is  ascertained ;  and  I  should  btate  tJiat  in  these  times  ten  per 
cent,  is  considered  a  fair  mercantile  profit,  and  all  gain  beyond 
tliat  would  be  so  much  gained  by  the  Contpany  beyond  a  faif 
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30  Mir.  1830*  profit ;  that  is,  private  traders  would  sdl  their  teas  at  a  price  so 
"^-^         low  that  would  leave  only  10  per  cent,  profit^  and  probably  evca 

Ji^hua^Bates,    ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  satisfied. 

3987a.  Wliat  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  wastage  of  the 
teas  ? — Very  little. 

3988c.  As  much  as  5  per  cent.  ? — I  should  think  uot ;  per- 
haps 2^  per  cent. 

3989«.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee 
some  of  the  materials  of  your  calculation  ? — Take  congou  tea  of 
the  past  year  ;  I  find  thu  contract  price  of  the  highest  cjuality  is 
29  tales,  that  would  be  about  ISJrA  per  lb.  I  would  add  for  tlie 
freight  Sd*  per  pound,  there  would  then  be  about  2J  per  cent. 
loss  of  interest,  as  I  am  calculating  for  it  lobe  paid  for  with  tlie 
proceeds  of  bills  drawn  at  six  months*  sight,  and  the  teas  would 
arrive  here  before  the  bills  would  be  presentcd>  and  I  suppose 
the  charges  here  are  about  2J  per  cent.  There  would  be  ano- 
ther 2i  per  cent,  for  the  insurance,  making  altogether  7^  per 
cent*,  which  ujion  13|f/.  would  be  101-hundredths  of  a  penny, 
and  then  you  have  H-j^^/^t/.  as  the  cost  and  expenses  of  bringing 
the  tea  here ;  I  add  10|  for  profit. 

3990^.  Have  you  made  any  allowance  for  wastage  ? — That  is 
embraced  in  the  calculation  of  the  cost  per  pound,  m  converting 
the  peculs  into  pounds,  and  the  tales  into  pence  ;  I  include  that 
in  the  131^,  The  total  comes  to  1Bt%\<^'  ^  ^^^  '^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
est  sale-price  of  congou  was  3^.  IJt/.  Perhaps  it  would  be  safer 
to  take  the  second  price  of  congou,  that  is  2;?^  Id, ;  that  is  the 
price  obtained  at  the  last  sale  of  the  East-India  Company. 

3991a.  Id  making  this  calculation  do  you  calculate  upon  hav- 
ing a  profit  upon  the  outward  cargo  ? — None  whatever.  I  have 
taken  the  freight  at  which  ships  can  be  chartered  for  the  voyage 
out  and  home. 

3992a.  Do  you  consider  10  per  cent,  a  sufficient  profit  upon 
an  adventure  of  that  kind  ?— Ten  per  cent  I  should  consider  a 
brilliant  profit. 

3993a.  You  mean  10  per  cent,  beyond  interest  of  money  ?—l 
have  estimated  interest  of  money  in  the  charges. 

THOMAS  GORE  LLOYD,  Esx|.,  Accountant-General  of  the 
East'lndia  Company^  again  called  in,  and  examined. 


3994a.  In  what  manner  do  you  settle  the  upset  price  of  teas 
at  the  India-House  ? — ^The  sterling  amount  of  the  several  sup- 
plies to  the  Canton  treasury  are  contrasted  with  the  number  of 
tales  that  those  sterling  amounts  have  produced^  from  which 
result  we  ascertain  whet  has  been  the  cost  of  one  tale.  For 
instance,  we  receive  considerable  supplies  from  India  in  cotton 
and  in  bills  of  exchange  :  these  are  brought  into  steritng  money 
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at  the  antrinsic  value  of  silver  at  the  Mint-price,  and  against  this 
it  stated  the  several  products  in  tales  in  China ;  the  consignments 
from  England  are  also  stated  at  their  invoice  cost,  and  on  the 
other  side  is  stated  the  number  of  tales  the  consignments  have 
produced.  In  the  year  1828-9  it  was  ascertatned  that  we  had 
supplied  the  Canton  treasury  to  the  amount  of  £2,213,022  ster- 
ling, which  had  produced  In  China  6,9S  1,592  talen;  thus  ascer* 
taing  the  cost  of  a  tale  to  be  6s ^  ^d,  ^f^^^i\m.  After  the  rate  of 
tale  is  ascertained  in  the  manner  1  have  before  mentionedt 
add  freight  and  demurrage.  This  freight  and  demurrage  are 
that  we  call  the  commercial  freight  and  demurrage,  all  that  the 
Tiip  has  earned  in  her  political  capacity  being  deilucted-i  We 
Ki  add  the  expences  of  landing,  houi»ingt  warehouj&lng  cart* 
^,  preparing,  for  sale,  and  all  charges  of  merchandi/,e.  We 
M  an  insurance  of  three  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  with  the  pre* 
Ilium  covered  ;  we  add  inierest  on  tlie  cost  and  insurance  two 
on  freight  and  charges,  one  year,  at  fiv^  per  cent,  |jer 
anum  ;  we  add  also  the  supercargoes  commission,  two  per  coat* 
net  sale  amount,  deducting  charges. 

3995fl,  Have  you  prepared  any  statement  for  the  information 
the  Committee  ? — I  have  prepared  an  account,  showing  the 
,  Bte  per  tale  at  which  funds  for  the  China  investment  were  pro- 
fided  in  season  1828-9 ;  and  I  have  also  prepared  an  estimate 
T  the  cost,  freight,  and  charges  of  each  species  of  tea  per  pound 
aporled  in  the  year  18^,  calculated  m  the  manner  1  liave 
fitated. 


{The  t»Ufk^s  delivered  in  the  samet  t»hiJi  toas  readt  as  JbUom  .*} 
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Htti  Id-^Aii  4fl8eq»  liMviK  t^  Bale  ^  Trie  i»  wUdi  FdHii  Inr  te 

ovidedm 


loan  were  pfOT 


182tt-9. 


Be' of  cash  and  available  aaieta  in 

Caiina,  eadef  aeaaoo  1837^  ealcnkted 
at  the  rate  per  tile  of  (hat 
fit.  7-442d  per  t«d4  ,.,.,.,.. 

Bekoali 

lofoice  amovit  of  eoHea  (fale»- 
lated  acoordiiji  to  the  intrinac 
Talue  of  the  Mooa  rupee  at  the 
mint  prioe  of  tStr^^  vbu  Ae.  3dL 
peroa.) , 

Fnd^t  of  eotton  hf  oouotrr 
ahips,  p«]^le  at  B^qgiai  caU 
ealated  at  the  me  nite   ..,. 

Commanden'  cotton  bonds,  ^. 
do.  

KUa  dnwn  en  BeogBlf  do.  do.-*  • 

Maoeas: 

Infoiceannmntof^ottgn,  epleih 
koed  at  the  iatrintic  Tal^iQ  of 
the  Madras  repee,  as  before  • . 

Ditto  sandal-wopd,  do.  dp.  •  •  •• 

BOMBAY:  - 

Invoice  amoiml  ef  eottOBt  eakn- 
lated  at  the  intrlnsle  fidiie  ef 
the  Bombay  rupee,  as  before. . 

Freight  of  cotton  by  country 
ships,  payable  at  Bombay,  cal- 
culated at  the  same  rate    •  • , » 

Commanders*  cotton  bonds,  do. 
do.  


England  : 

Invoice  amount  of  consignments 

BUls  and  certificates  drawn  on 
the  Court  

Supercargoes*  commission  on  the 
above  outward  trade,  payable 
in  FfPglwidtT ••.•••• 

Reight  of  consignments  from 
India  to  China,  as  above,  by 
European  ships,  payable  in 
En^and.^ 


20,280 
90,350 

103,152 
14,198 

94,291 

1,894 
53,480 

717,504 
135,813 

24,772 
71,613 


Total  amount  of  supplies  from  India  and 
Enghmd,  including  charges  payable  in 
India  and  England  on  account  of  the 


81,040 


;:! 


•  •  ^^  •• .. 


2,131,982 


lUea.. 


Jm&mdrtaBxti 
m  Cfttna, 
1828-9: 


Predueed 
Chiwi 


d  fai  ? 

••  ••    I 


Received,  .do,. 
Uo.  •  •  • .  flO*  • 


Frodaced  •  do.  ^ 

fio.  f  •  •  •  do. . 


Do.  ....do. 

Received. .  do. 

Produced.,  do. 
Received. .  do. . 


TtfM. 

850^11 


326,718 
1,964,421 


967,980 
65,728 


379,005 

184,159 

2,164,133 
484,514 


Total  amount  realized  in 
Chiiw  for  supplies  of  the 
Year. 


Deduct: 
Amount  paid  for  interest 
in  the  year.  ...... 


je  2,213,0221 


Tales.. 


6,93 


6,92 


Or  at  6ff.  4*624d.  per  tale,  or  4«.  7*169dL  per  dollar. 

^        .^  „       .     . 1^o».  G.  Lloyd,  Accountant-Gcw 

Bumm,  12  Navembtr  1829. 
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aoMar.  Ig30.  3996(1.  Wlien  was  the  value  of  the  rupee  settled  by  ihe 
"—         Board  of  Controul  ?^ — In  the  year  1814;  the  document,  I  be- 

T*  G^Uoyd,  Jieve,  is  before  Parliament.  There  was  a  scheme  prepared  for 
the  separation  of  the  accounts,  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of 
1813,  which  was  laid  before  Parliament  and  printed. 

S997a.  When  you  talk  of  the  standard  value,  under  what 
authority  does  the  Company  determine  the  rate  of  exchange  to 
be  regulated  by  the  Btandard  value  of  the  silver  of  this  country? 
— That  was  the  proposition  that  the  Court  of  Directors  have 
supported  in  a  negociation  with  the  Board  of  Commissioners  re- 
specting the  rate  of  the  rupee.  It  only  has  reference  to  the 
transactions  between  India  and  China*  but  no  reference  to  con- 
signments from  England  to  China, 

3998a.  Then  if  it  has  only  reference  to  the  transactions  be- 
tween India  and  China>  why  does  it  govern  the  transactions 
between  China  and  England  ?  — Because  the  Company*  in  its 
commercial  capacity,  is  charged  with  whatever  supplies  Indii 
remits  for  the  provision  of  the  China  investment.  The  Court  of 
Directors  urged  it  to  be  an  etjuitable  rate  to  be  established  be- 
tween the  two  branches  for  all  those  transactions.  TUq  coni' 
merce  was  in  the  continual  habit  of  making  advances  on  account 
of  the  territory  ;  and  the  Court  contended  that  the  rupee  should 
be  chained  to  them  at  its  intrinsic  value,  according  to  the  Mint- 
price  of  silver,  or  5s,  2d.  per  oz. 

3999«.  Supposing  this,  which  the  Company  determined  to  be 
an  equitable  rate  in  its  trade  between  India  and  China,  should 
turn  out  to  be  a  rate  far  above  the  prime  cost,  as  declared  by 
the  course  of  exchange  between  China  and  England,  would  it 
not  be  a  contravention  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  retjuirci 
that  the  upset  price  of  the  teas  should  be  valued  at  the  prime 
cost  ?■ — I  apprehend  not>  for  this  reason,  that  the  rupee  actually 
costs  the  commerce  more. 

4000.  What  is  there  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  hai  re- 
ference to  the  rupee,  in  determining  the  prime  cost  of  tea  in 
China  ?— Inasmuch  as  the  Company  draw  a  part  of  the  supplies 
for  the  provision  of  their  China  investment  by  using  their  credit 
on  India. 

4001.  Suppose  that  the  remittances  from  India  to  China 
should  involve  a  loss  of  100  per  cent,  above  the  prime  cost  at 
which  teas  might  be  procured  in  China  by  any  other  persans 
than  the  Company^  do  you  think  that  that  loss  ought  to  be  fairly 
charged  to  the  prime  cost  of  the  teas  in  China  in  settling  the 
upset  price  in  England  ? — I  apprehend,  that  whatever  be  the 
Joss,  it  is  what  the  teas  have  cost  the  Company. 

4002.  In  the  money  of  Bengal  ?— And  tlie  return  they  get 
for  it. 

4003.  Supposing  the  value  of  the  rupee  to  be  Is,  lOd!.  at  Cal* 
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cutta,  at  what  price  do  you  estimate  it  in  the  adjustment  of  tlie 
account  between  India  and  China,  and  between  China  and 
England  respectively  ? — The  adjustment  that  wc  make,  as  be- 
tween the  terrilory  and  commerce,  is  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Commi^ioners  for  the  mpeei  that  is  2j.  SA^rf. ;  there* 
fore  I  conceive  that  in  charging  2i.,  as  has  been  done  in  the  upset 
price  of  teas,  that  upset  price  has  been  less  than  the  tea  haa 
actually  cost  the  Company  ;  inasmuch  as  they  have  cliarged  2f. 
for  that  for  which  they  have  paid  2i.  ^A</- 

4004.  In  the  paper  you  have  delivered  in  it  ii  stated*  that  in 
part -pro  vision  for  the  purchases  of  tea*  in  China  there  had  been 
drawn^  by  bills  from  China  on  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  the 
•eaaoD  182S*9,  the  sum  of  £135313,  for  which  there  liave  been 
received  in  China  484,514  tales  ;  that  being  the  only  part  of 

bis    account   in   which   there   is  a  direct  transaction  between 

bina  and  London  for  the  cost  of  that  money  delivered  into  the 
opany's  treasur)*  ia  Chtna^  be  so  good  as  to  Mtate  to  the 

[immtttee  what  has  been  tlje  price  t)f  the  tale  upon  lliat  tram* 

ction  ?■ — About  5^,  7d. 
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4005.  Is  that  not  the  result  of  the  direct  exchange  I 
bina  and  London,  as  exempliEed  by  the  actual  tr 
'  the  Company  ? — Certainly. 

4006.  If  the  direct  exchange  makes  the  tale  to  cott  only 
7d.f  must  not  the  whole  difference  between  that  and  the  ex- 

inge  of  6f,  A-d.  and  624  decimals,  be  a  los4  to  the  Company, 
istng  from  the  circuitous  manner  in  which  their  funds  are 
aced  in  Canton,  or  from  the  way  in  which  the  money  is  calcu- 
ed  ? — It  is  quite  clear  that  if  the  money  be  obtained  by  bills 
90  England^  the  tale  would  of  course  give  considerably  leas 
iQ  it  does  by  the  consignment  of  merchandize  from  India  and 
DgJand.  We  did  not  place  the  tale  by  consignment  of  gooda 
[im  this  country  in  that  year  at  the  same  rate  that  we  might 
have  obtained  it  by  bills  upon  the  Court,  and  therefore  the  dif- 
ference between  the  6#.  4rf.  and  5?.  Id.  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  Company  carried  on  their  buMneia, 

4007.  Then,  in  fact,  they  lost  by  their  consignments  of  mer- 
chandtze  ? — Yes,  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  exchange  for 
' ' "    on  England. 

i.  And  so  they  did  by  the  goods  aent  from  India? — Yet. 

4009.  Supposing  the  goods  sent  from  India  had  been  calculated 
li*  \0d,  for  a  rupee,  what  would  have  been  the  value  of  the  tale 
en  ? — It  would  take  some  time  to  make  the  calculation.  It  is 
9u(  2d,  in  the  rupee  upon  all  the  rupees  that  have  been  fur- 
bed  through  India ;  it  would  not  have  made  a  very  conaider- 

ble  difference  tn  the  tale  on  the  Hnal  re^iult. 

4010.  You  have  stated  that  the  real  cost  of  the  tale  to  the 
:>mpany  is  6#.  10c/.  and  417  decimals,  so  that  the  loss  by  this 
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mode  of  supply  must  he  the  difference  between  5«-  Id*  and 
61.  I  Off.  and  417  decimals? — It  is  so,  presuming  we  could  have 
obtained  all  our  supplies  by  means  of  bills,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  extremely  doubtful*  I  think  it  very  questionable  whether 
we  could  have  obtained  bills  for  two  mttlions  sterling  upon  the 
Court  in  one  season. 

40!  L  Can  you  stale  how  much  of  the  money  paid  into  the 
Company  s  treasury  in  Canton  has  ansen  from  the  sale  of  goods 
there,  and  how  much  from  exchange  operations  ?— The  ex- 
change operations  are,  **  Bills  upon  Bengal,  562,592,'*  and 
*»  Bills  upon  England,  135,813  f  making  together,  698,405, 

4012.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  loss  you  sup- 
pose to  have  arisen  from  the  bills  drawn  on  Bengal?— For 
the  bills  drawn  on  Bengal  we  pay  the  territory  at  the  rate  of 
2s.  3f^d. 

4013.  What  is  its  intrinsic  value  according  to  the  ex- 
change ?— The  exchange,  I  apprehend,  at  that  time  was  about 

4014.  Should  not  you  consider  that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
directing  the  mode  in  which  the  upset  price  of  the  teas  should 
be  fixed,  meant  that  it  should  be  done  according  to  the  actual 
cost  of  the  teas  to  the  Company,  and  not  according  to  any  arbi- 
trary valuation  of  the  rupee,  or  of  any  other  coin? — I  appre- 
hend, certainly,  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  intended  the  tea* 
should  be  put  up  at  what  they  cost  the  Company  ;  and  by  the 
operation  we  pursue,  I  conceive  we  fully  comply  with  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  becaufle  it  actually  has  cost  the  Company,  to 
place  the  tale  there,  so  much  money  as  I  have  stated  in  the 
account  I  have  delivered  in. 

4015.  Could  not  the  Company  have  placed  the  tale  there,  by 
your  own  statement,  at  a  much  more  reasonable  rate?— By 

drawing  bills,  certainly. 

4016.  Then  must  not  your  revenues  in  Bengal  have  beeo 
benefited  to  the  extent  ot  the  larger  price  that  has  been  put 
upon  the  talc,  in  so  far  as  concerns  that  portion  of  the  money 
which  has  been  drawn  upon  Bengal  ? — The  revenues  of  Bei^ 
have  been  benefited  by  ihe  difference  between]  the  exchange  of 
Bengal  upon  England  and  the  rate  of  2j-  ^^^d.^  which  is 
nearly  bd.  in  the  rupee. 

4017.  And  to  that  extent  the  upset  price  of  the  teas  of  the 
Company  has  been  increased  in  the  amount  ? — Tlie  upset  price 
has  certainly  been  increased  In  consequence  of  the  mode  we 
adopt ;  but  not  to  the  full  extent  of  the  difference*  because  the 
upset  price  has  resulted  from  calculating  the  rupee  at  the  in- 
trinsic value. 

4018p  Could  yoU|  looking  at  this  paper,  state  to  the  Coiu- 
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mictee  what  ts  the  per-centagc  of  tlifferencc  between  the  coit,  30  M«r.  1830. 

as  you  have  stated  it  to  have  been  calculated,  and  the  coat  as  it         

would  be  if  it  had   been  taken  at   the  rate  of  the  direct  tx-  ^'  ^^^^^ 
cfaaogeP-^It  would  make  about  fourteen  per  cxinL  ^' 


Jbt*tV,  VdieJprilUt  ISSO. 

The  Petition  of  Merchants,  &c,  of  His  Majesty's  Colony 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  presented  to  the  House  on 
the  9th  uay  of  March  last,  and  then  referred  to  thii 
Comniittee,  was  again  read. 

ABRAHAM  BORRADAILE,  Esq.  called  ioi  and  eicamined. 

4019«  You  are  resident  in  London  ? — I  mm. 


4090,  What  is  your  situation  as  connected  with  the  Cape  of        

Dod  Hope  ?-  I  have  been  a  merchant  trading  to  the  Cape  for  ^^  SotradaUt^ 
the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ;  I  am  chairman  of  the  Com-         ^' 
mittee  of  the  Cape  Society,  and  the  petition  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  sent  to  me  through  the  medium  of  the  Commercial 
Exchange  Committee  at  the  Cape,  begging  that  I  would  get  it 
preaented  to  Pari  la  men  t« 

t 40^2 1.  Are  you  prepared  to  support  the  allegations  of  the 
tltion  ? — I  am  perfectly. 
4022.  Can  you  state  in  what  way  the  Colony  of  the  Cape 
Ifer  injury  from  the  East- India  Company's  mode  of  exercising 
their  exclusive  right  of  supplying  the  Cape  with  tea  ?^— In  the 
first  place^  the  East- India  Company  charge  a  higher  price  for 
tea  than  would  be  charged  by  a  private  merchant,  if  he  were 
allowed  to  import  it  direct  from  China  to  the  Cape.  Tlie  next 
grievance  ts^  that  only  two  of  the  Eadt- India  Company's  ships 
are  allowed  to  touch  tliere^  which  prevents  the  resort  of  ship- 
ping to  the  Cape,  which  i&  a  thing  highly  advantageous  to  the 
colony.  In  the  third  ptace,  it  prevents  any  thing  like  a  transit 
trade,  which  the  situation  of  the  Cape  might  occasionally  offer 
^■fivaotages  for. 

^V  402S.  On  what  ground  do  you  say  that  the  Company  charge 
a  higher  price  for  the  tea  than  the  same  tea  could  be  obtained 
for  by  the  private  trade  ? — I  have  here  a  calculation  of  what  we 

Jfkrebend  the  cost  of  tea  to  the  Company  would  be  at  the 
and  what  they  sell  it  for. 
4024,  What  documents  did  you  make  the  calculations  from  ? 
-*-From  the  notoriety  of  the  price  of  tea  at  Canton.     We  have 
taken  the  price  of  black  tea  at  20  tales  a  pecuh 

t4025.    At  what  rate  of  exchange?— At  Bs.  4r/.  the  tale  Bri- 
h  sterling,  we  make  the  tea  to  cost  If*  a  poimd  in  China. 
40S6*  Do  you  lake  the  same  rate  of  exchange  in  estimating 
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the  Company's  price  a^  you  do  id  estunating  the  price  which  a 
private  trader  woidd  pay  ? — Yes ;  of  course  it  is  matter  of  sur- 
mise to  us  what  the  Company  do  pay. 

4027.  Wliat  IS  the  tea  usually  consumed  at  tlie  Cape  ? — I 
beheve  a  kind  of  low  souchong,  or  eke  congo  tea* 

4028.  What  does  that  cost  at  the  Company *8  sales  Uiere? — 
They  sell  it  for  about  Ss.  9d,  a  pound. 

4029.  WTiat,  according  to  your  calculation,  is  the  price  at 
which  it  might  be  purchased?— We  reckon  that  it  only  cost* 
the  Company  at  ihe  Cape  2s,  5d,  a  pound  ;  and  that  includes 
six  per  cent  profit,  which  we  are  told  the  Company  a^eed  to 
supply  the  Cape  for. 

4030«  To  what  sort  of  agreement  do  you  refer  ? — I  cannot 
exactly  state  that,  but  perhaps  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry 
might  be  able  to  do  so.  They  state  in  their  Report,  "that  the 
price  at  which  tea  is  sold  has  not  been  subject  to  much  variation : 
and  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement  made  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Directors  of  the  East-India 
Company  in  the  year  1S06,  ought  not  to  have  exceeded  m 
advance  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  freight  and  charges,***  I 
do  not  knowy  of  my  own  knowledge,  whether  such  an  agree- 
ment exists,  but  I  do  know  that  the  East-India  Company  wrote 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  they  gave  instructions  to  have  it 
supplied  at  those  rates.  A  letter  showing  this  circumstance 
I  have  in  my  hand  ;  the  date  of  the  letter  is  the  27th  August 
1825,  <*0<ijce  of  Committee  of  Privy  Counci!  for  Trade."  It 
is  addressed  to  myself,  signed  by  Thomas  Lack* 

[^The  same  was  delivered  in  and  read,  and  was  as /oIIowm:') 

**  Office  of  Committee  of  Pri\-y  Council  for  Trade. 
"27th  August  1825, 
"  Sir : — The  Lords  of  the  Cotiimittee  of  Privy  Coyncil  for  Tlmde  biv< 
Ing  hod  under  tfie^r  coiiside ration  your  letters  of  the  l-'^th  Mfty  and  1^ 
July  la«t,  on  the  subject  of  the  tea-trade  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Uope*  I 
am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  in 
that  article  bt^ing  legally  hivested  in  the  £ast-Iiidii&  Caisp&nyf  H» 
Majesty's  government  cannot  violate  that  privilege.  A  represenlatioii 
has  however  been  made  to  tJie  Court  of  Directors,  with  respect  to  the 
mode  of  lupplying  the  Cape  with  tea  tinder  the  provisions  of  their  charter ; 
and  it  appears  by  a  communication  received  from  the  Chairman,  that  the 
East-India  Company,  in  their  original  instructions  to  their  agent  at  ihe 
CapC;!  directed  him  to  frame  his  indents  for  the  supply  of  that  setUemefit 
with  a  yjevv'  of  the  actual  con^iumption  of  the  colony ;  and  that  be  wu 
further  directed  to  put  up  the  articles  to  sale  in  small  lota,  and  at  an  ad- 
vance not  exceeding  6  per  cent*  on  the  cost,  freight,  and  charges.  That 
these  indents  were  framed  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Burgher  Senate,  who  were  consulted  on  tlna  gubjcet ;  and  aa  a  proof  thai 
there  has  t>een  no  deficiency  in  the  supply,  it  is  Rtated  that  the  quantity 
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of  teft  renMining  on  band  st  th»  end  of  each  year.  Tor  teven  jmh  past,  bad  1  April  1630* 

always  been  equal  to  the  coaaaBpiion  of  «oaie  years*  

"  i  am.  Sir  jouf  nio«t  obedient  bumble  »enraiit,  ^   Borradaik^ 

"  Abrahais  Borraidaiie,  £iq.                   (Signed)         "  TuomaaLack.**  Afb 

'i.S,  Ruod-larte." 

40S1.  Have  you  made  a  caTculation  of  the  amount  which  you 
suppose  the  tea  actually  cost  the  Company  at  the  Cape  of  GooJ 
Hope? — I  have  made  such  a  calculation »  which  I  will  dehverin. 

{^The  mitness  delivered  in  the  snme^  with  a  printed  notice  aitacked^ 
which  voere  read,  oiJbUoua  ;  j 

NOTICE. 

EoMi'lndim  Ompm^*§  StortM  will  be  open  ^^nfrf  Tbunday,  front  10 
o'doek  ▲.  ai»  to  2  oVIock  r.  m.,  Ibr  the  diipoial  of  China  and  India  good** 


Five  per  eerit.  will  be  taken  off  the  leveral  aftkten  in  contequenee  of  do 
vendue  charges, 

Eaau India  C^ompany*!  OflSce,  W.  HAWEiin^ 

Jan.  22,  18:^.  Agent  for  the  Ailktn  oC  H.  £.  I.  Company. 


EirmuTKii  Coat  of  a  Pound  of  Bbiek  IVa  impofted  from  Canton  in  a 
Company 'fl  Ship  into  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1 K30. 

TUdof  the  avenge  coat  of  black  tea  at  Canton  at  20  talaa  per  pecul 
of  133^  Iba^  and  ynlmng  Che  tale  at  6a.  4^  Britiali  tieninff,  will  «.    ti 
coaC»  making  allowance  lor  breakage,  Sec.  about  per  lb.  Mg&ii  .  •    1     0 

ihippiaf  Ghaigea  at  Canton  h  per  cent.  ) 

laannmce &     ditto     V20percent.it...*  0    i| 

Doet 10    ditto     J 

Freight  at  je22  per  IJ  20  lb.  Company*!  fliip«ia 0    4] 

Coitoiiti  duty  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  10  per  cenL;  and 
vilttiiig  the  tea  at  3«.  per  Ib^  the  value  now  paid  on  by  the 
IL  £.  I.  Compwsy. 0    3^ 

Lamfiag^  iConige,  postages,  and  other  incidental  ezpenaetv 
B^  be  wiU  eoveredt  if  taken  at  per  lb 0    2f 

(20  per  cent*  on  fint  cost.) 
CoitBttlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  per  lb .^. 

SUe  Charges: 
Five  per  eent.  allowed  by  the  IL  £.  I.  Conipany  for  payiQg 
ctfoa,  and  in  their  advertiscmenti  token  on  the  sale  prices  of 

S«.  ^rf,pcrlb,  U-.,. 0    2i 

I  iU  percent  on Jirti  eoti  and  char^et,  agreed  the  H.  £.  I* 

Company  obould  have  for  their  exclusive  privilege.  *»,**..  0     1 } 


2   H 


0    3} 
2    5 

Making  2i,  5<f,  per  lb.  the  Compmiy  ought  to  sell  their  tea  at,  whilst  they 
I  arcly  sell  their  loweM  descripiumsnt  It^i^  than  3f.  *}tt,  per  lb. 

iOS2.  Have  you  also  prepared  a  calculation  of  the  price  at 
which  the  same  t^i  could  be  imported  by  a  private  merchant? 
[  *-!  have. 

I  deiivercd  in  the  Mme,  ti^ich  xoat  rfad,  oiJoUomf^ 


A 
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EfmcATBD  CofT  of  a  Pound  of  good  Black  Tea  imported  from  CWatoa 
in  i  Private  Stiip  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope* 
J.  B9^9Aidr,  y^^  djg  i^ycmge  coat  of  good  Wnrk  tea  at  Canton  at  20  taloa  p«r 

peerul  of  133|^  Iba*,  and  valuing  tbe  tale  at  6f.  id.  Bntiili  aceftio^,   «.    ^' 

wiU coat*  niakmg  alio waiic»a  for  breakage,  &C.  See.  about J    0 

latOwloo; 

paDddiiea,about  15  per  cent ..*  0    l| 


Charges  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  :  #, 

Freight  and  primage,  Jt^.  *i#  per  1,1 30  lbs.  fa , .    I> 

lusurance  and  policy,  It  per  cent,  on  15</.. 0 

Landing:  charges,  ttonige,  postage,  and  other  incidental 

expenies  and  warehotuc  rent 0 

Custom!  duty,  valuing  the  t««  at  3j.  per  Ib^  1 0  per  cent. ,   0 


J} 

n 


Coat  of  a  pound  of  blaclc  tea  at  the  Cape. 


OH 

I   10^ 


If  we  add  to  this  sum  of  1«.  1 0|^,  coat  of  a  pound  of  tea,  with  all  charges^  t 
profit  of  25  per  cent.,  it  h  presumed,  if  privnte  traders  %vUJ  be  found  eigfr  Hi 
enter  into  the  trade,  then  its  cost  will  be  2«.3|if  per.  lb* 


4033.  You  bave  in  the  first  statemeiit  made  an  allowance  of 
10  per  cent*  of  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  enoperor  of  China  on  ex- 
portation ;  are  you  not  aware  that  the  emperor's  duty  on  tea 
IS  charged  in  the  cost  of  the  tea  ? — I  was  not  quite  certain  of 
that,  and  tlierefore  I  charged  it  both  in  die  one  and  the  other. 
I  added  it  rather  than  have  !eA  it  out,  because  it  makes  the 
calculation  so  much  more  in  favour  of  the  Company. 

4034.  Have  you  estimated  the  exchange  of  the  tale  at  the 
same  value  in  both  accounts?— Yes. 

4035.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  if  no  export 
duty  is  charged  above  the  price  usually  quoted  in  Canton,  both 
those  statements  will  be  higher  by  the  10  per  cent*  which  yoa 
bave  allowed  ?^ — Yes. 

4036.  You  have  estimated  the  emperor's  duties  and  tlie 
shipping  charges  at  Canton  at  15  per  cent* ;  do  you  know 
whether  the  Chinese  merchants  who  sell  the  tea^  ship  the  let 
without  any  charge  or  not  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

4037.  You  have  estimated  the  tale  at  6j.  4<i. ;  supposing, 
according  to  the  present  rate  of  exchange^  the  tale  were  5j.  S</., 
what  difference  would  that  moke  in  your  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  tea? — Tlrnt  would  be  a  matter  of  calculation. 

4038.  Do  you  know  what  the  actual  rate  of  exchange  hj 
tnerehants,  between  China  and  the  Cape,  is? — There  is  no 
such  thing  as  exchange  between  China  and  the  Cape- 

4039.  What  reason  have  you  for  believing  that  the  freight 
costa  the  Company  £22  per  ton  from  China  to  the  Cape  of 
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Good  Hope  ? — From  the  rate  al  wliich  the  %\\i\^  are  char^red^  1  A|>ril  1834K 
I  apprehend  it  cannot  co«t  Ihen  a  great  deal  le«  than  that.  — -^  ^ 

4O40.  In  your  estiamte  you  make  the  freight  of  the  tea  from  '  *  ^'^^ 
China  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hof>e  cost  as  much  as  the  amount 
sterling  from  London  to  Iiidia«  and  then  to  Canton,  and  then 
back  to  London  ? — Ws  ;  because  the  Company*s  ihips  never 
take  in  any  thing  at  the  Cape  to  fill  up  their  vacant  apace^  and 
therefore  we  allow  them  the  same  rale  in  that  way  as  if  tliey 
brought  the  tea  all  the  way  to  London. 

401 L  If  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  what  return-cargo 
would  go  from  the  Cape  to  Canton  ? — There  would  be  no  re- 
turu-cargo;  it  must  be  silver  that  roust  go.  There  would  be 
DO  retuni*cargo  unless  the  vessel  filled  up  in  the  Straits  in 
going  there,  and  which  she  very  likely  might  do* 

4042.  Upon  what  data  have  you  tiiken  tJ*e  freight  at  £8.  8i. 
per  ion  by  the  private  trade  ? — Upon  the  being  able  to  charter 
a  ship  for  that  sum  of  money. 

4043.  Can  you  take  up  shipping  at  that  rate  Dow?*— No 
doubt  we  couli)* 

4044.  Can  you  usually  do  it  at  about  that  rate  ? — Yes. 

4045.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  shipping  yourself? — No. 

4046.  Have  you  hired  ships?— I  have  hired  ships  occasion- 
ally. 

4047.  And  you  state  that  estimate  of  £8^  8j.  from  what  you 
know  the  present  prices  are  ? — Yes. 

4048.  Do  J  ou  charge  the  whole  of  the  freight  in  your  cal- 
culation of  the  private  trade? — No;  something  might  be  got  in 
jreight  from  the  Straits  to  Chinui  which  would  enable  the  shin* 
owner  to  bring  the  tea  from  China  at  I  hat  price  :  ])erhapB  £2 
or  £3  a  ton  miglit  be  got  in  that  way, 

40I9.  Have  you  made  the  calculation  upon  the  full  amount 
of  freight  ? — Yes. 

4050.  Til  en  the  comparison  between  the  Company's  freight 
and  tlie  freight  upon  the  private  trade  is  founded  u{K>n  the  same 
data?— It  is. 

4051.  Wliat  is  the  rate  of  exchange  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  upon  England? — The  rix  dollar  is  1j.  6fi,  sterling!  they 
are  at  a  premium  of  1|  f>er  cent,  upon  Treasury  bills. 

4052.  Have  you  any  means  of  buying  Spanish  dollars  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?— Not  at  present,  to  any  extent 

4053*  How  then  could  you  send  them  to  Canton  ? — We  could 
have  dattoraient  out  from  England  to  the  Cape  at  no  very  great 
charge.  Except  a  few  seal-skins t  that  would  be  the  only  thing 
dM  ooiild  go  from  the  Cape  to  Canton  as  a  return-cargo  ;  it 
QMNt  be  a  noney  trade ;  we  must  place  funds  at  Cauton  for  tlie 
purcbaae  of  the  teas* 
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4054.  And  the  tneans  you  would  adopt  of  obtaining  fundi 

would  be  by  obtabing  thera  from  England  ?^ — Yes. 

4055.  And  that  forma  the  basis  of  your  calculation  ?— Yes- 
4^)56.  If  the  Irade  were  thrown  open  between  Canton  and  Ihe 

Cape,  might  not  ships  supply  the  Cape  with  all  the  articles  they 
require,  and  fill  up  with  wme.  or  corn>  or  other  Cape  produce, 
and  bring  their  full  tonnage  on  to  England  ?  -  No  doubt  they 
might. 

4057,  Would  not  tliat  reduce  the  amount  of  tonnage  whiclj 
you  have  given  in  the  estimate  considerably  ? — I  do  not  knoir 
that  it  would. 

4058,  What  is  the  home  freight  between  the  Cape  and  Eng- 
land at  the  present  time  ? — About  £3  a  ton* 

4059,  Would  not  you  then  save  £3  out  of  the  £S  which  you 
have  stated  as  the  freight  for  the  whole  voyage  ? — If  you  are  to 
take  a  ship  starting  from  London,  and  touching  at  the  Cape, 
and  going  to  Canton ;  but  we  should  consider  tlte  voyage  is 
ended  when  she  got  to  the  Cape. 

4060*  Might  not  a  ship  be  contracted  for  from  England  to 
Canton,  with  liberty  to  touch  at  the  Cape  either  going  out  or 
coming  home,  and  would  not  that  diminish  the  charge  of  ftftght 
on  the  tea  very  considerably  ? — Perhaps  it  might ;  it  would  be 
according  to  the  rate  of  freight  they  got  at  the  Cape* 

4061.  Are  you  aware  of  any  tea  having  been  bought  in  Lod- 
don  and  sent  out  to  the  Cape  ? — Yes,  I  bought  some  myself, 
and  tlie  Company's  officers  and  the  comptroller  of  the  Customs 
laid  their  heads  together  and  seized  it,  though  tbey  had  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Excise  and  Custom Si,  and  the  Governor  of  the  Cape,  that  the  tea 
was  perfectly  legal,  and  the  tea  was  restored ;  and  the  most  the 
Company's  agent  could  do  was  to  protest  against  it  as  an  illc^ 
importation* 

4062.  Has  that  been  repeated  ?— Not  by  us»  because  It  only 
realized  about  2^  per  cent.,  which  was  not  sudden t  to  induce 
us  to  repeat  it*  It  was  tea  which  Iiad  been  bought  at  the  Com- 
pany's sale  in  London. 

406S.  How  much  less  could  you  have  sold  that  tea  at  the 
Cape  than  the  tea  actually  sold  by  the  Company  ?-- 1  cannot 
tell  tliat.  It  might  fetch  about  the  Company's  prices,  and  doing 
that  it  only  lefl  us  a  trifling  profit,  because  we  liought  at  2*.  Srf, 
a  pound  in  London  what  we  could  have  bought  at  1#.  in 
China  ;  but  we  did  it  to  see  whether  the  Company  would  be 
so  fitricfc  in  their  monopoly  as  even  to  prevent  that  mode  of 
luppiy. 

4064.  Do  you  consider  the  present  monopoly  of  the  Company 
as  injurious  to  the  general  trade  of  the  Cape  ?-^ Exceedingly 
injurious. 
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4065.  Do  you  find  any  great  difficuUy  in  renuttrng  from  the    i  April  }%3%_ 
Cape  die  produce  of  English  manufacture*  ?     No,  we  find  no         — 
difficulty ;  bdU  are  at  a  premium  of  I J  per  cent ;  for  £10  i.  10#.    ^*  ^ 
you  can  get  a  hill  on  England  for  CIOO  sterling* 

4066.  In  what  way  do  you  consider  t)ic  monopoly  to  be  most 
fmurioui  to  the  trade  of  the  Cape  ?—  Because  the  excess  of  price 
which  the  people  are  charged  fur  the  lea  might  be  spent  by 
ihem  in  otner  matlerSf  by  which  the  trade  of  the  colony  would 

?  promoted,     if  they  could  get  the  same  quantity  of  tea  for 
10,000  for  which  they  now  pay  £^,000,  they  might  spend  the 

other  ten  in  promoting  the  trade,  shipping,  and  every  tiling  else 

belonging  to  tlie  colony- 

4067.  Arc  the  Cominittee  ti>   understand  that  the  Sale-prfce 
the  tea  at  the  Cape  is  in  general  higher  than  in  England  ?  — 

\o  doubt  it  must  be  so ;  it  is  about  3i.  9</.  a  pound* 

4068.  You  have  stated  that  only  two  ships  from  Chtnu  stop  at 
le  Cape ;  this   petition  complains  tliat  the  vessels  trading  to 

iiaare  prevented  from  stopping  at  the  Cape  out  and  home,   is 

it  the  fact  ? — Hiat  is  the  fact  :  there  arc  two  ships  licensed  by 

i€  Company  to  leave  their  teas  there,  and  then  go  on. 

40G9.  If  the   trade  were  open,  you  consider  tlie  Cane  would 

rive  beneBt  from  private  ships  calling  at  tlie  Cape  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

sail  instance  of  that  1  may  mention,  that  during  the  spring  of 

biat  year  there  were  many  ships  chartered  for  llombay  and  the 

^auritiuB  more  than  could  find  loading,  and  nearly  all  of  those 

uched  at  the  Cape  as  their  dernier  resort,  by  which  means  the 

:hants  at  the  Cape  got  their  wine  brought  home  at   I5jr,  a 

instead  of  30.t.  or  S5s* ;  besides  which,   ttiey  bad  to  ftupply 

ships  with  a  large  quantity  of  colonial  produce^  which  wat 

leficial  trade  to  the  colooj* 

4070.  it  is  staterl  in  tfie  petition,   that  a  great  increate  baa 
en  place  since  the  trade  with  Imlia  was  opened  in  1B15;  are 

Commit  lee   to   understand  that  the  Cajjc  has  benefited  by 
ntng  the  trade  to  India  ?^ — Exceedingly, 

4071.  And,  In  like  manner,  you  expect  that  if  the  trade  to 
ma  wa^   open,  a   further  improvement  in   the  state   of  the 

iony  would  take  place? — Decidedly, 

4072.  Is  the  balance  of  trade,  generally  speaking,  in  favour  of 
Cape  of  Ciood  Hci[)e»  or  in  favour  of  Circat  Britain  ? — It  is  in 

^our  of  Great  Britain. 

4073.  Is  the  freight  from  Great  Britain   to  the  Cape  higher 
the  freight  back  ? — 'llic  freight  from  Great  Britain  to  the 

i40<»  a  ion,  and  back  it  h  about  £S. 
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Mr,  ALEXANDER  MCDONALD  and  Mr.  DANIEL  DL\ON 
called  in  and  examined. 

4074.  (To  Mr,  M* Donald.)  You  have  been  resident  at  the 
Cape?^ — I  have  for  about  tliirty-two  years  ;  1  left  in  1827, 
Mr.D.Daoyi.       4075*  {To  Mr,  Dixon.)  How  long  have  you  resided  there? — 
For  thirteen  years  ;  frooi  IB  13  to  1826. 

4076.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  look  at  the  calculations 
which  have  been  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Borradaiie  ;  were  you  con- 
cerned in  making  them  ? — I  was. 

4077*  Do  you  believe  them  to  be  correct  ?— I  do,  according  to 
informatjoD  I  obtained  at  the  Cape. 

4078.  Accordmg  to  that  calcylation,  the  price  of  ordinjiry 
black  tea,  such  as  is  coDsumed  at  the  Cape,  is  3^.  9d,  a  pound  ? 
— The  price  the  Company  sells  at  is  from  Ss.  4d,  to  3*.  9d. ; 
3j.  9d*  ]&  about  the  average ;  they  have  a  higher  class  again  than 
thatt  which  they  sell  at  4j» 

4079.  Will  you  explain  the  mode  in  which  the  Company's 
teas  are  sold  at  the  Cape  ? — ^Tlie  Company  have  a  resident 
agent  at  the  Cape,  who  sells  the  teas.  Formerly  there  wag  a 
public  sale  on  the  Thursday  in  every  week,  at  which  the  govern- 
tnent  auctioneer  attended  ;  there  were  no  catalogues  printed,  but 
the  teas  were  put  up  by  the  vendue-master  by  the  single  chest, 
at  a  certain  price,  and  any  person  who  wished  to  purchase  took 
as  many  as  he  wished  at  that  price.  The  duty  of  the  auctioneer 
was  merely  to  offer  each  separate  description  of  tea  at  the  prict' 
that  was  fixed,  and  to  knock  down  the  quantity  called  for  by 
each  individual,  and  there  the  sale  closed, 

4090,  Wliat  is  the  present  mode  in  which  the  teas  are  sold  by 
the  Company  at  the  Cape? — ^The  government  have  now  abo- 
lished the  office  of  vendue*  master,  and  the  Company  do  not  now 
sell  by  an  auctioneer  ;  and  instead  of  selling  as  they  used  to  do 
at  two  months'  credit,  they  now  sell  for  cash,  deducting  five 
per  cent*  for  ready  money,  Thursday  is  still  kept  up  as  the  day 
of  sale,  the  price  of  each  description  of  tea  is  fixed,  and  any  per- 
son may  go  upon  that  day  and  take  as  many  chests  as  he  pleaies 
at  those  prices. 

4081.  Is  the  tea  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate  now  than  it  wa«  for- 
merly ?^No  ;  it  is  sold  at  the  same  price ;  there  is  no  variaiiOD 
in  the  prices ;  the  Company  fix  their  own  prices  for  the  teas,  and 
they  get  their  own  prices,  whateverthey  may  be. 

4082.  Can  you  state  the  description  of  teas  that  are  generally 
imported  by  the  Company  into  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the 
prices  at  which  they  are  sold  ?— They  consist  of  four  black  leae, 
congou,  souchong,  souchi^  and  pekoe ;  and  of  two  green  teU} 
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hjrtoti  and  guDnowder.    The  congo  it  generally  fold  at  about    1  April  lb:Mi. 
70  rix-dollm  for  25  catty  boxet,  that  it  about  S«.  6d,  a  pound ;        ~:. 
•ouchoogataboutSOrix-dollart  for  25  catty  boxet,  which  it  ^'« '2). /luu«. 
about  4c  a  pound;  touchi  at  about  120 rix^ollart  for  40 catty 
boxet,  which  it  about  Sf.  7d.  a  pound ;  and  pekoe  at  about  40 
rix-dollart  fiir  10  catty  boxet,  or  4«.  9d.  a  pound.    Hyton  it 
told  for  about  100  rix-aollart  for  25  catty  boxet,  or  about  5f .  a 
pound ;  and  gunpowder  for  about  50  rix-dollart  for  10  catty 
boxety  or  Of.  a  pound. 

4083.  What  it  the  general  ouality  of  the  tea  imported  by  the 
Company  into  the  Cape?— It  it  generally  inferior,  and  it  ia 
much  complained  of. 

4064.  Can  you  fiimith  the  Committee  with  a  ttatement  of 
the  quantihr  of  tea  that  hat  been  imported  into  the  Cape  by  the 
Company  (or  a  number  of  yeart  ?— I  have  a  ttatement  of  the 
quantity  and  declared  value  for  the  latt  thirteen  yeart. 

[  T%e   fVUneu  deUvired  in  the  tame^  wkidi  toas  teadt  at 
JbOaws:'] 


(D.)— arATiifxirr  ibowiiig  tht  QoMititj  md  dectared  Vtlae  of  Tea  on 
wUdi  tlM  DutiM  €f  Cnitoaii  luife  been  pud  at  the  Oqw  of  Good  Hope, 
ftom  the  Ytmt  1816  to  lb2H,  both  iocluiiTe :  Pbpubtkm  for  tlie  mam 
period. 


1 

YEARS. 

Pbpidttlce. 

Witahihilki. 

^ft      LBriihhtiirili*. 
RlE-DotlnB. 

1816 

At. 

88,486       •128,585 

97,535     '  •116,222 

98,H99       •110,506 

101,657       •106,608 

105,336       •158,788 

110,147     ■       93.795 

Rdn.     '       £.     «.    d. 
247,171         26,776  17    8 
232.445    <    21.307  10    8 

1817 

i8ia 

237,013        21,726    4    0 
212306    .    20347    0    0 

1819 

1820 

307377     '    28,194  11    0 
187.667    '     14.075    0    8 

1881 

1822..... 

111,451 
116^205 
11830 
121.497 

•73,965 

•77,650 

•112,750 

113,215 

106,512 

91311 

77,916 

147,930     1     10,478    0    0 
154301     1     11,572  11     0 
225,500     -     11,972  11     0 

1828. 

1824 

1815 

223360         16,752    0    0 

1826 

III 

313,066    '     15,980    0    0 

1827.  ........... 

182,680    :     IVOl     0    8 
141,936    1     10,646    8    8 

tatt 

•  In  these  ymn  the  weights  were  not  returned  by  the  eastooi-lioiiseb 
taly  the  ndoe  la  rii-dollen  i  bat  2  rdr$.  per  lb.  is  understood  to  be  the 
~   )  at  which  dnties  ere  levied.    The  poondt  here  stated*  it  it  ] 
I  ho  awind  netny  oorreet. 


Ln  the  paper  which  hat  been  delivered  in  by  Mr. 
Borradaile»  you  take  for  granted  that  you  can  buy  the  quality 
i  aopplied  at  the  Cape  at  SO  talet  the  pecul»  do  you  tnppoae 


I  Ap«l  ti^^ii.  that  tbe  Company  buy  the  lea  wliicli  is  siipplie<l  at  the  Cape  at 

that  rate  i*  — We  havi?  taken  20  talcs,  from  mere  information,  as 

Mr  X*.  IhJt^n.  jji^  price  at  which  good  black  tea  of  that  quality  niight  be  pur* 

4086,  In  what  way  do  you  consider  the  Company's  monopoly 
ill  the  China  market  has  injured  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? — 
We  consider  it  has  injured  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  insomuch  bs 
they  have  fixed  the  price  higher  than  the  Inhabitants  have  been 
able  to  pay  for  it,  and  in  consequence  the  consumption  has  oon- 
Biderably  fallen  olF. 

4087,  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  if  the  tea  could  be  sold  cheaper, 
from  the  state  of  society  there  a  much  larger  consumption  would 
take  place?— No  doubt  of  it ;  four  times  the  present  amount. 

4088.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  four  times  the  present  amount 
could  be  consumed  there  if  private  tradtjrs  were  allowed  to  enter 

Mr  A  M'Bo'  '*^'**  *^^*  trade? — fMr,  APiyonaid.J — ^I  think  the  consumptioo 
natd.  would  be  considerably  increased,  but  I  cannot  say  to  wliat  pre- 

cise amount. 

4089.  During  the  time  you  have  been  there  have  the  Company's 
pricL^sibr  tea  of  the  same  quality  been  fixed,  or  have  they  varied 
every  year? — ^I  never  took  any  notice  of  the  variation  of  the 
prices,  but  I  know  that  the  Company  always  fix  their  own  prices 
and  they  sell  them  at  ttiose  prices:  fbrmerly  they  used  to  fix  the 
price  in  proportion  to  the  exchange,  and  when  the  exchange  was 
high,  naturally  of  course  the  Company  altered  their  prices* 

Mr.D,IHmn.  (Mr.  Dixon,) — As  they  fixed  their  prices  in  rix^dollars,  and 
as  the  dollar  fluctuated,  it  made  a  difference  some  year^  in  the 
sterling  prices  of  the  teas  ;  but  they  made  it  up  in  the  following 
year,  for  there  was  a  viiriution  in  the  rate  of  exchange  until  the 
year  1  '^''Zi^^  yfhQv\  the  dollar  was  fixed. 
Mr.  A.  M*Do'  4090.  Would  the  supply  of  any  other  articles,  the  produce  of 
naid.  Can  ton,  be  increased  if  the  trade  were  opened  ? —  ( Mr,  M*  Donald,) 

— There  is  no  question  about  it.     Silks  of  all  descriptions^  and 
nankeens,  and  crockery-ware,  and  all  the  different  tliings- 

409  L  Then  you  mean  to  say,  that  by  the  present  restrictions 
upon  trade  the  supply  of  alt  these  articles  for  the  Cape  has  " 
very  much  narrowed  ?^^ — There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

4092.  And  that,  you  think,  has  been  attended  with  commei 
injury  to  the  society  at  the  Cape  ?— I  consider  it  has  been  a 
great  injury  to  the  settlement, 

4093t  In  what  way  do  you  consider  the  colony  will  be  bene- 
fited by  the  opening  of  the  trade  to  China  ? — It  will  be  beneliteit 
by  it  in  this  respect :  there  would  bean  increase  of  shipping  calling 
at  the  Cape,  and  there  would  be  an  interchange  of  commoditiet. 

4094.  What  commodities  have  you  to  interchange  ? — We  have 
got  wines,  and  different  things,  that  might  be  sent  to  the  cast* 
ward,  and  I  have  myself  often  sent  them  to  the  eastward.  Winii 


tjons     I 
been     I 
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mtgbt  be  sent  to  Sincapore*  and  different  Brticlea  of  colonial  pro-  1  April  |ft:ia. 
duc«?« 

4095.  Will  you  enumerate  a  few  of  the  articles  ? — Butter  and 
ivory ;  hides  and  skins  of  all  descriptions ;  hornsi  aJoeg^  and 
ostrich  feathers ;  com  also  might  be  aeot,  but  X  do  not  think 
corn  would  answer,  because  it  is  grown  cheaper  in  India*  Salt 
H»h  mi^ht  be  sent*  It  would  create  a  spirit  of  enterprise  in  tlie 
ccili>nl«ts« 

f  Mr,  Dixon, J — There   are  two  articles  which  would  be  in  Mr.D^Dk 
immediate  demand  in  China — the  elephanta*  teeth  and  seal- 
akms* 

4096.  Would  any  train  oil  be  sent  ? — I  should  think  not. 

4097.  You  have  stated,  that  when  the  exchange  on  England 
▼aried,  the  prices  of  tea  also  varied.  Since  the  currency  at  the 
Cape  was  fixed,  hw^  the  price  of  the  different  kinds  of  tea  sold 

"by  the  Company  been  also  fixed  ? — Their  prices  have  remained 
early  stationary, 

4098.  Is  there  any  other  way  in  which  ships  coming  from  the 
stward,  from  China,  would  promote  the  interest  of  the  colony  ? 
-By  discharging  their  cargoes  from  the  eastward,  and  taking  in 
Iher  cargoes  in  return. 

4099«  What  other  cargoes? — Cargoes  of  wioes^  and  other 
Dmmodities^  for  Europe. 

4100.  Were  you  at  the  Cape  before  the  trade  to  India  was 
^ned  in  1814? — f  Mr*.  AP Donald,  J — Yes,  I  was  there  since  Me  A,M*lhm 

P'79B.  nn^. 

4101.  WhsLi  increaae  of  facility  did  you  fmd  by  the  opening 
"the  private  trade  to  India? — Very  great  facility  indeed.  For<> 
Derly  we  could  not  bring  any  thing  from  the  eastward  ;  ihey 

?re  under  niost  severe  restrictions,  even  in  the  time  of  war, 
^lien  the  Ktng*s  sliipii  had  taken  prizes  to  the  eastward  that 
sd  on  board  Ea»t-India  produce*  that  Eust-lntlia  produce  was 
^Jer  the  necessity  of  being  sold  for  exportation  ;  it  uoi  not 
lllowcd  to  be  used  in  the  colony ;  then  the  sales  took  place^  and 
[  property  was  put  under  custom-house  locks  and  keys,  and  a 
ad  was  given  for  the  due  exportation  of  those  goods ;  and  since 
he  trade  was  thrown  open,  the  Cotripany*s  trade  with  India  has 
::llned  very  considerably,  in  consequence  of  the  enterprise  of 
'irate  individuals  entering  into  that  trade,  and  importing  the 
tie  qualities  and  the  same  description  of  goods  from  India  lliat 
^  Company  used  to  do,  and  they  have  undersold  the  Company ; 
nd  the  consequence  is,  that  the  Company  have  not  sold  many 
i  for  a  length  of  time*  When  I  left  the  Cape  there  waa  a 
quantity  of  goods  belonging  to  the  Company  that  have 
aained  there  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Fr ingle  dli;d  ;  and  they 
now  selling  in  their  public  sales  for  wluit  tliey  can  get  for 
lieni,  and  they  will  not  probably  get  one-half  the  prime  coiit  for 
bem* 
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4102.  WTrat  articles  are  they  ? — Piece-goods,  Bengal  goods. 

4103*  Can  the  Americans  deliver  any  articles  at  the  Cape  ? — 
No ;  formerly,  when  there  was  a  restriction  upon  the  trade^  the 
Americans  used  Co  come  and  buy  all  our  pnze^goods  fro  in  tid^ 
which  were  bonded  for  exportation* 

4104,  Are  you  at  the  present  moment  prohibited  from  receiv- 
ing silksi  or  any  produce  of  China,  except  by  those  two  Com- 
pany's ships  that  touch  there  ? — I  believe  so,  direct  from  China ; 
that  was  so  when  I  came  away. 

4105, — (Mr.DixoHr,) — Are  you  able  to  state  what  is  tJje 
opinion  of  the  merchants  generally  as  to  the  advantages  that 
would  result  from  the  opening  the  trade  to  China  ? — I  can  state 
that  they  are  uniformly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  it  woutd 
considerably  benefit  the  colony,  as  is  evident  by  the  resolution* 
passed  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  held  at  Cape 
Town  on  the  22d  July  1B29,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Governor 
of  the  colony,  that  the  teas  would  be  got  at  considerably  less 
prices  than  the  Company  sell  them  at  the  present  moment,  and 
that  the  consumption  would  be  greatly  increased,  which  would 
much  benefit  the  colony*  From  the  statement  I  have  dehirered, 
it  appears  that  white  the  population  at  the  Cape  has  been  increas- 
ing, the  consumption  of  tea  has  been  gradually  decreasing.  In 
1816,  the  amount  of  tea  sold  was  125,000  lbs.,  when  the  popu- 
lation was  88,000;  and  the  amount  in  1828  was  77,000  lbs., 
when  the  population  was  1S2,000, 

4106-  From  what  authority  did  you  take  the  statem&it  you 
have  delivered  in  ? — The  value  and  price  of  tea  is  taken  from  the 
cuFtom-house  declarations,  and  the  information  of  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  and  the  population  from  the  same 
sources ;  with  the  exception  of  the  two  last  years,  which  arc 
taken  from  the  custom-house  returns  only- 

4107,  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  that  great  diminution? 
— ^The  great  falling  off  in  the  relative  value  of  interest  and  of 
labour  may  be  one  cause^  and  the  high  price  of  tea  is  another* 

4108.  Then  you  mean  to  say,  the  price  of  tea  remaining  iti- 
tionary,  while  the  price  of  labour  and  the  profits  of  cajpital  are 
reduced,  the  means  of  consumption  have  been  lessened  ? — Yes. 

4109.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Company's  monopoly  ex- 
tends to  the  Mauritius  ? — I  believe  not. 

4110,  In  the  tables  which  you  have  made  of  the  sales  of  lit 
by  the  Company  at  the  Cape,  and  of  the  rate  at  which  a  privfle 
merchant  could  import  it,  have  you  had  reference  to  the  currency 
at  the  Cape,  or  to  sterling  money  ? — To  sterling  money. 

411 L  Do  you  grow  coffee  at  the  Cape  ?^ — No, 

4112.  Do  you  import  coffee  ? — Yes* 

4113.  Are  you  ab!e  to  state  whether  the  importation  of  cofkt 
has  increased  during  the  period  that  the  importation  of  tea  has 
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decreafted  ? — It  has  been  progressively  increaimg  in  quantum  I  April  l 
led  decreasing  in  value.     I  have  taken  one  or  two  yean*  state-         TTZ. 
nem  of  it.  and  I  find  it  is  from  I80.l»00  to  220,000  lbs,  weight,  ' 
I  Uke  the  three  years  of  1825,  1826,  and  1827, 

41  l-k  If  tnore  nankeens  and  silks  from  China  were  consumed 
at  the  Cafie,  would  not  the  consumption  of  Hritish  manufactures 
be  diminished  ? — ^I  do  not  think  it  wDiild*  The  fact  is,  tliat  the 
exportations  from  Great  Britain  of  British  manufactures  affect 
tnore  the  Company*s  trade  in  piece-goods  from  Bengal ;  but 
there  would  be  still  the  same  consumption  from  this  country, 
eren  if  the  nankeens  from  China  were  imported  into  the  Cape. 
So  far  as  regards  silks  I  cannot  say  ;  but  decidedly  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  quantity  of  nankeens  imported  ilrom  China  for 
the  consumption  of  the  colony  would  not  interfere  with  any 
manufactures  imported  from  Uiis  country;  but  I  am  of  opinion 
also,  that  by  having  those  articles  freely  coming  into  the  colony, 
«n  opportunity  might  be  given  for  exportation  of  thefte  articles 
by  transit  trade. 

4115.  Supposing  that  the  population  and  the  wealth  of  the 
Cape  are  both  increasing,  might  not  there  be  room  for  an  in- 
creased importation  of  nankeens  and  of  other  articles  from  China, 

nd  also  room  for  an  increased  exportation  of  British  manufac- 
uret  ?^TIiere  is  no  question  of  it. 

4116.  Is  it  impracticable,  under  present  circumstances,  for 
Jes  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  obtain  a  supply  of  tea  from 

\  Americans  ?— The  Americans  have  not  accepted  the  Recipro- 
iity  Act,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  trade  with  us  at  all. 

4117.  Have  you  ever  received  any  tea  at  the  Cape  by  ships 
^mingfrom  Sincapore  or  from  Bengal  ? — There  is  not  a  pound 
Ttea  allowed  to  be  landed  from  any  place  (except,  btterly,  from 

iXondon]  except  what  is  brought  by  the  Company's  ships. 

4118.  Are  any  other  articles  of  China  produce  permitted 
lirectly  to  be  imported  into  the  Cape  ? — There  are  other 
ides. 

41 19.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Ca()e  of  Good 
lope  is  supplied  exclusively  with  the  produce  of  China  by  the 

ft-lndia  Company  ? — No  ;  only  the  article  of  tea, 

4120.  Are  they  then  supplied  with  other  China  goods  through 
Vale  merchants ? — Through  the  Company's  otHcert  direct  from 

iton^  from  private  sources^  from  Bengal,  or  from  any  where 

4121.  You  were  understood  to  state,  tlmt  from  the  year  1816 
»wn  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  a  progressive  dimtnu- 
»n  in  the  consumption  of  tea  in  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good 

lope  ? — The  statement  exhibits  a  Uttle  fluctuation,  but  a  very 
Qsiderable  decreafte  in  thirteen]  yeari»  \  it  is  not  a  regular  pro- 
kiire  decrease. 
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4122.  How  are  tlie  duties  levied  on  articles  of  import  by  tbc 
Company  and  by  merchants  eeneraliy? — By  mercliants  they 
are  in  the  first  place  paid  ad  valorem.  When  a  private  merchant 
enters  bis  goods  for  importation,  be  goes  down  with  his  invoices 
to  the  custom-bouse,  and  he  gets  a  permit  upon  paying  the  duty 
upon  his  invoice  nd  valorem.  When  the  Company  import  their 
tea,  they  get  an  indiscriminate  order  from  the  custom-house  to 
land  any  quantity  of  lea  they  think  proper,  and  then  those  teas 
are  deposited  in  the  Company's  warehoyses,  and  they  pay  the 
duties  to  the  government  upon  the  amount  of  the  sales,  and 
therefore  it  ia  impossible  for  an  individual  to  know  what  quantity 
of  teas  the  Company  may  have  in  store ;  they  may  have  more  or 
less  than  the  consumption  of  the  colony,  and  they  generally  have 
a  greater  quantity  than  is  necessary  for  the  consumption ;  but 
all  that  is  known  to  the  public  is  through  the  medium  of  the 
custom-house,  on  which  they  pay  their  duties  on  their  sales. 

4123.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company's  agent  at  the 
Cape  has  ever  granted  a  licence  for  a  ship  to  go  from  the  Cape 
to  Canton  for  tea? — Never j  1  think  he  never  had  it  in  his 

power. 

412  k  Do  you  conceive  that  the  circumstance  of  only  two  of 
the  Company's  ships  touching  at  the  Cape  has  a  tendency  to 
raise  to  an  undue  aniooiit  the  price  of  the  various  articles  they 
bring  from  China?*— No  doubt  of  it- 

4125.  To  what  extent  do  you  conceive  it  does  that? — It  is 
impossible  to  say  ;  I  think  the  article  of  tea  could  be  sold  at  tlie 
Cape  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  less  than  it  is ;  and  nankeens  and 
silks  can  be  sold  much  cheaper  than  tbey  woidd  he  sold  at  tlie 
Company's  warelinuses,  perhaps  at  25  per  cent.  less. 

4126.  Do  the  Dutch  inhabitants  at  the  Cape  consume  as 
nmch  tea  as  tlie  Englisli  inhabitants  ? — I  believe  they  do. 

4127.  Is  the  use  of  tea  pretty  general  there  ? — Very  mucli  so. 

4128.  Have  you  ever  made  an  estimate  of  how  much  is  con- 
sumed per  head? — (Mr,  Dixon,)  According  to  the  offictal 
returns  it  was  formerly  a  pound  and  a  half  per  head  ;  but  that 
has  decreased  to  very  little  above  half  a  pound  a  head. 

4129.  Is  not  the  quantity  of  tea  imported  by  the  Company 
into  the  Cape  more  than  sufficient  for  the  demand  ? — I  believe 
it  is  considerably  niore- 

4  i  30,  Is  not  the  price  much  more  than  tlie  inhabitants  can 
afford  to  pay  ? — No  doubt  it  is. 

4131,  Are  ships  in  the  private  trade  to  India  in  the  habit  of 
touching  at  the  Cape?— Ships  from  Bengal  and  Bombay  arc 
frequently  in  the  habit  of  touching  at  the  Cape  ;  tlie  Compuny'i 
sliips  may  sometimes  touchy  but  very  seldom. 

4132,  Arc  you  aware  whether  there  k  any  nrdc*r  lAucd  bj 
the  Company  respecting  their  chips  touching  al  the  Cape?— I 
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the  East-India  Company^  called  in»  and  examined. 

4133*  Iw  the  reniittance«  made  to  Hie  Company*s  Factory  at 

Canton,   there    is    the   article    oC  commanders' '  cotton-bonds 

£98,000 ;  what  is  the  nature  of  that  transaction  ? — The  nature  of 

it  transaction  is,  that  the  Court  of  Directors  have  given  a 

rivilege  to  their  commanders  to  load  cotton  for  Chtnu,  with 

rhich  Uiey  are  supplied  by  the  IVesidencies   of  ludia;  they 

ive  bonds  for  this  at  the  Presidencies  whence  they  lade,  to  pay 

>  lb«  tame  Into  the  Canton  treasury  such  an  amount  in  talcs. 

4134.  At  what  rate  of  exchange  is  that  payment  taken  ?^ 
rate  of  exchange  at  which  it  is  taken  there  is  according  to 

be  intrinsic  value  of  the  coins  with  which  the  Presidencies  of 
'  India  have  supplied  the  commanders. 

4135.  At  how  much  per  tale  is  that? — At  tlie  value  of  a 
iipee  at  the  Mint-price  of  silvert  which  is  a  Httle  better  ihaii 

,  ai^d  their  cotton-bonds  are  calculated  at  210  sicca  rupees 
100  dollars. 

4136.  Can  you  state  how  much  per  tale  it  makes  on  that 
niaction  ? — About  6s.  hi,  a  tale. 

4137.  So  that  the  commanders  get  the  benefit  of  the  differ- 
Bnce  between  the  rate  you  have  stated  of  6j*  id.  and  5i.  7if., 
rhich  you  stated  the  real  exchange  from  China  to  be  ? — Tlie 

exchange  that  I  stated  was  d«.  Id.  for  bills  drawn  upon 
'  ad  t  a  commander  places  the  tale  in  China  at  6s.  id, 

4138.  Is  not  the  difference  so  much  profit  to  the  commander  ? 
-I  conceive  not,  because  he  pays  more  for  his   tale  than  he 

Lild  obtiiln  it  for  in  exchange ;  he  paya  6*.  Id ,  whereas  he 
ould  have  obtained  a  talc  by  bill  on  En^and  at  5;.  7d, 

4139.  If  he  pays  this  money  into  tJie  Company's  treasury  at 
lion,  the  lower  the  rate  of  exchange  is  the  higher  amount 
sterling  money  he   gets  for  the    money  he  pays  in  ? —  The 

^  oration  is  this,  that  be  by  his  engagement  pays  so  many  tales 
ito  the  China  treasury,  which  In  sterling  money  amount  to 
Id.  a  tale;  if  he  obtained  a  tale  by  a  bill  upon  England,  he 
^ould  place  it  In  China  at  5i.  7i/.,  whereas  now  ht*  places  at  6s,  Id, 

4140.  For  every  tale  that  the  Company's  commander  pays  in 
gets  a  sum  in  sterling  money ;  if  he  gets  6j.  Irf.  for  the  tale 

stead  of  5s,  Id*  for  the  tale,  ts  not  it  so  much  for  his 
enefit?^!  apprehend  the  operation  is  mistaken.  The  China 
[»mmander  has  been  advanced  so  many  sicca  rupees  in  India» 
which  he  undertakes  to  pay  into  tlie  China  treasury  so  many 
at  a  stipulated  rate  of  exchange ;  therefore  he  paya  a  tale, 
ttich    in   sterling  is  Gf.  W ,  that  is,  he  places  6ii.  Itf.  in  the 
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Canton  treasury,  or  gets  credit  for  the  tale  at  that  rate ;  but 
if  he  drew  a  bill  upon  England,  he  would  have  the  tale  in  his 
possoiision  at  5s.  Id, 

4141.  Is  not  it  clear  that  this  money  paid  into  the  Com- 
pany's treasury,  costing  the  Company  Ss,  \d.  per  tale,  is  no 
much  dearer  to  them  than  if  they  got  it  at  the  actually  ex- 
isting exchange  of  5^.  Id* ;  and  is  it  not  therefore  «o  nmch 
loss  to  tlie  Company  ?  —  The  Company  could  have  obtained 
by  means  of  a  bill  on  England  a  tale  at  5f.  Id,,  and  ihey 
place  it  at  6s*  Id, 

4142,  Therefore  that  is  so  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Company,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  commander  ?^ — It  is  so; 

4143*  In  a  note  to  your  return,  it  is  stated  that  **  the  cost  of 
the  supplies  furnished  to  China  through  India  is  here  calculated 
at  the  intrinsic  value  of  t!ie  India  coins  at  the  mint-price  of 
standard  value,  instead  of  the  rate  afhxed  to  those  coins  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India ;"  in  what 
manner  have  the  Board  of  Commissioners  fixed  those  rates  r — 
They  have  fixed  those  rates  hi  the  arrangement  for  the  separa- 
tion of  the  accounts  between  territory  and  commerce,  which 
by  a  clause  in  the  Act  of  1813  they  were  empowered  to  do; 
the  Act  directed  that  the  accounts  should  be  prepared  upon 
that  principle* 

4144.  Upon  that  principle  the  la!e  is  taken  at  Ss^lOd.  and 
417  decimals  ?— That  would  be  the  value  of  a  tale»  if  we  calcu- 
late the  supplies  from  England  at  the  Board's  rates* 

4145.  If  that  is  the  rate  pointed  out  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
why  is  it  deviated  from  r — TJie  rate  is  not  pointed  out  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  but  the  Board  of  Commissioners  have  fixed  that 
ratCi 

4146.  Then  when  yoo  say  that  by  this  operation  the  teas  are 
put  up  at  a  price  below  their  actual  cost  and  chargest  do  you 
mean  to  say  that  the  real  cost  and  charge  of  the  tale  to  the 
Company  in  China  is  6s.  lOd.  and  417th5? — I  mean  so  to 
mjf  if  we  calculate  the  Bupplies  from  India  at  the  Board's 
rates. 

4147.  In  taking  your  invoice  of  cotton  shipped  from  Bengal  of 
value  according  to  what  you  call  the  mint-price  of  silver,  at 
5j.  2rf.j  where  do  you  find  any  such  mint- price? — It  was  the 
former  mint-price.  I  am  well  aware  that  66  is  now  used  where 
62  formerly  was  ;  but  I  believe  that  the  same  standard  exists  H 
did  formerly  in  respect  of  fine  silver, 

4148.  You  continue  the  old  standard,  which  is  no  longer 
existing? — Yea. 

4149.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  how  it  is  that 
the  Company  are  entitled  to  rate  the  tale  at  6s*  4id.  which  they 
now  do  ? — The  valuation  of  the  tea  is  made  according  to  thi 
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actual  cost  to  Ute  Company   in  poundf   ftterling ;  ihey  have  I  ApH)  lis30. 

placed  90  many  pounds  sterling  for  the  provision  of  their  invest-  

inentin  that  year,  which  in  fact  ha*  produced  *o   many  tdes;    ^*  G,  Ut^yl, 
the  cost  of  one  tale  by  tliat  operation  U  (U.  W.,  which  I  have 
stated  before* 

4150.  Is  tliere  an  investment  purcliased  by  the  Company  ia 
India  to  be  sent  to  the  China  market  with  which  to  pay  for  tJie 
leas? — There  im^  consuting  of  cotton. 

41SL  Do  the  Compujiy  themselves  purchase  the  cotton,  or 
do  the  Company't*  officcrti  purchase  the  cotton  ? — The  Company 
theniaehes  purchase  the  cotton  for  their  own  investment  in 
Bambay  and  Bctigal. 

4152.  Do  ihey  receive  that  cotton  in  kind  as  part  of  the  pay* 
^ent  of  land  revenue? — I    am   not  welt  acquainted  with    the 
idian  system,  but  I  ap[irehcnd   not  ;  I  think  the   cottonof 
engal  is  purchased  in  the    market,  or   by  provision,  through 
[leir  commercial  residents. 

4153-  Do  they  purchase  that  cotton  at  the  market  rate?  — 
at  which   is    purchased    in  the   market   certainly,  but    that 
rhicb  is  obtained  by  means  of  advances  is  not   at   the   market 
Ite;  it  is  what    the  commercial    resident  can  obtain  it  at;  it  is 
Dt  bought  at  the  public  market* 

4164.  Supposing  cotton  to  be  purchased  in  the  market^  whv 
bould  the  sicca  rupee  be  reckoned  at  2^.,  when  in  fact  it  is 
Illy  worth  U.  KW.  or  U.  lid.? — The  sicca  rupee  is  stated  in 
bis  account  lower  than  what  the  Company  in  their  commercial 
racter  are  charged  for  it,  without  reference  to  the  current 
itchange  certainly ;  but  the  mode  in  which  it  operates  at  a 
eduction  of  the  upset  price  is^  that  we  have  taken  it  at  2j.  when 
fact  it  cost  us  2s.  Bd.  *B4.  « 

4155.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  a  reduction  of  the  up^et  price, 
ijpposing  you  take  the  valuation  put  upon  a  rupee  by  the  Coni- 
Disasoners  <yf  the  Board  of  Control  ? — It   is  a  reduction  of  the 

Bt  price  if  we  take  a  rupee  at  the  niint-price  of  silver,  that 
emg  2s,  and  a  fraction,  and  Ute  Board's  rate  2<.  Sc/.  *64. 

4156.  Is  the  mint-price  of  silver  the  real  value  of  the  rupee 
:  the  preient  moment? — Not  in  exchange,  certainly. 

4157.  Tlien  supposing  cotton  is  purchased  in  the  markets  of 
ndia  for  an  investment  to   China,  and  purchased  with  rupees, 

rould  it  not  be  purchased  at  the  rate  at  which  the  rupee  is 
rent  in  India  at  the  time  ?*-If  the  East-India  Company  were 

3t  obliged  in  their  commercial  capacity  to  account  to  the  ter- 
itorial  branch  of  their  affairs  at  the  high  rate  as  regards  the 

lue  of  the  rupee,  certainly  I  agree  that  it  would  be  so- 

415B.  Are  not  the  funds  coming  into  the  Company *«  trea- 
Liry  at  China  parted  with  for  a  sale  of  cotton  ;  and  must  not 
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the  upset  price  of  the  teas  depend  in  part  upon  the  price  at 
whicli  that  cotton  sells  in  China? — Clearly, 

4159.  So  that  if  the  Company  were  to  make  a  fortunate  ad- 
venture in  their  cotton  trade,  it  would  lessen  the  upset  price  of 
the  teas  ;  and,  on  die  other  hand,  if  it  were  to  make  an  unfor- 
tunate adventure  in  cotton,  it  would  increase  the  upset  price 
of  the  teas  ? — It  has  precisely  that  operation. 

4160.  How  do  you  consider  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  jus- 
tifies the  Company  in  confounding  together  two  totally  dtstmct 
operations,  and  putting  upon  the  upset  price  of  tea  the  result, 
either  fortunate  or  otherwise,  of  their  adventures  in  cotton?— 
Because  I  conceive  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  directed  the 
Company  to  put  up  the  tea  at  its  cost ;  and  if  by  a  fortunate 
operation  in  commerce  they  place  more  tales  in  China  at  one 
time  than  at  another,  I  think  that  the  cost  of  the  tea  would  be 
so  much  reduced ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  ihere  ia  an  unfortu- 
nate out-turn,  the  upset  price  of  the  tea  would  be  so  much 
increased. 

41(>L  In  every  mercantile  transaction  with  a  foreign  coud- 
tryt  is  not  the  sale  price  the  produce  of  the  goods  sold  valued 
in  the  money  of  that  country  ? — It  is  so,  certainly. 

4162.  Is  not  the  prime  cost  of  any  article  purchased  in  a 
foreign  country  the  amount  paid  for  it  valued  in  the  money  of 
that  country? — It  is;  but  I  think  it  all  has  reference  to  the 
pound  sterling,  ultimately. 

4163.  Is  there  any  other  way  in  ordinary  mercantile  trans* 
actions  of  ascertaining  the  value  x)f  such  foreign  money  in  British 
money*  either  of  sale  or  prime  cost,  except  the  current  rate  of 
exchange  between  the  foreign  country  and  this  country? — That 
is  the  ordinary  process,  but  I  tliink  that  the  value  or  tne  cost  of 
placing  any  funds  in  a  foreign  country  must  be  regulated  by  the 
pound  sterling  it  ultimately  costs  me, 

4164.  Y^u  are,  of  course,  acquainted  with  the  Commutation 
Act  of  the  24th  George  111. ;  by  the  5th  section  of  that  Act, 
the  East-India  Company  are  required  from  time  to  time  to  send 
orders  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of  tea  as  may  be  «• 
quisite  for  the  supply  of  this  country,  and  that  the  tea  so  pur^ 
chased  shall  be  put  up  to  sale  at  the  prime  cost  thereof^  with 
the  other  charges  thereupon.  Now  have  you  any  reason  to 
believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  that  Act  that  the  prime  cost  of 
purchase,  as  therein  directed,  should  be  calculated  upon  a  diffe- 
rent principle  from  that  which  prevails  in  all  other  mercantile 
transactions  ?— I  apprehend  that  the  effect  to  the  Company  k 
precisely  what  I  have  before  slated ;  that  they  have  disbursed  i 
certain  amount  in  sterling  money,  for  which  they  have  placed  a 
number  of  tales  in  China  ;  I  conceive  ,  that  that  is  the  sound 
principle  for  establishing  the  coat  of  a  single  talei  and  tberebj 
they  have  complied  with  the  Act  of  Pariiament. 
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4165.  What  reason  have  you  to  believe  that  *'  prime  cost"  in  l  April  laao, 
the  Act  of  Parliament  is  to  be  construed  differently  from  tlic 
construction  put  upon  those  words  in  alt  mcrcaiuile  dealings? — 
I  conceive  that  nothing  can  shake  what  I  have  stated »  that  for 
lo  maDy  pounds  sterling  so  many  tales  have  been  placed  in 
Chiiitt*  conaequently  tlie  price  of  one  tale  is  so  much  m  sterling 
money. 

il66.  Suppose  the  Company  draws  upon  England  £100,000 
in  bills  from  China,  and  the  cost  of  the  tale  in  those  bills  it 
5#*  5^.  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  is  the  Company  justified 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  tn  charging  the  tea  purchased  with 
that  £100,000  sterling  at  a  rate  of  exchange  which  gives  a  dif- 
ferent value  to  the  tale  from  that  at  which  the  bills  were  drawn  ? 
— ^They  are  perfectly  justified,  inasmuch  as  the  mode  by  which 
they  have  supplied  their  Canton  treasury  would,  in  that  case,  be 
by  the  operation  of  a  mean  that  they  have  not  used,  or  in  a  very 
limited  way. 

4167.  Have  they  not  drawn  bills  upon  the  treasury  in  Englanil 
at  a  rate  of  exchange  which  gives  the  tale  at  about  5i»  7i.  ?— 
They  have  calculated  the  tale  to  have  been  fumiahed  at  that 
rate  by  biHs* 

4168.  Is  there  any  legal  opinion  to  justify  that  construction 
,  of  the  Act  of  Parliament? — I   am   not  aware  that    there  is, 

iuae  the  necessity  for  it  has  ne%'er  been  apparent, 

4169.  Suppose  an  adventure  made  by  the  Company  in  roanu- 
ctured  goous  from  ICngbtid  or  from  India*  upon  which  their 

should  be  500  per  cent.,  should   you  feel  that  the  Act  of 

Liament  was  not  strained  by  charging  the  tale  at  a  rate  which 

duld  cover  that  loss  ?^ — The  mstance  is  not  very  likely  to  arise ; 

certainly  the  mode  which   I  have  adopted  would  involve 

i  an  issue.     But   1  opprehend  the  Company   would   never 

ort  goods  upon  which  there  may  arise  a  lois  of  500  per  cent. 

4170.  It  appears  timt  in  IB  14  the  Board  of  Control  interfered 
settle  the  value  of  the  rupee  for  the  territorial  accounts  of  the 

^mpany.     This  Act  of  Parliament,  fixing  that  the  teas  should 

!  put  up  at  prime  cost,  was  passed  long  before  any  such  inter* 

ence  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Control,  therefore  how  can 

Company  rest    this   construction   of  the  Act  of  Parliament 

_  in  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Control  in  1914  ?— I  do,  inas- 

auch  as  I  conceive   the  mode  which  they  adopt  Is  the  actual 

rime  cost  to  the  Company. 

4171.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  evidence  of  the  late  Mr. 
ries  Grant,  given  before  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Trade  in 

^21,  he  stated  that  tiie  invariable  custom  of  the  Company  for 
l^i  century  had  been  to  value  the  tale  at  6j.  &d.  ? — ^I  am  aware 
Idiat  .he  did  state  so,  and  they  are  so  valued  in  our  common 
QMictio&Sy  but  certainly  uot  for  the  computation  of  th^  prime 


oo»t  of  tea  for  the  up&et  price  ;  we  should  then  have  run  into  tlie 
errore  which  the  Commiltee  appear  to  think  I  have  already  mo 
into* 

4172.  Then  it  was  not  go  valued  invanably  in  tlie  upset  price 
of  tea  ? — Clearly  not 

4173.  To  what  other  transactions  did  Mr,  Grant's  evidence 
refer  ? — To  our  profit  and  loss  accounts. 

4174.  Must  not  the  question  of  profit  and  loss  in  mercantile 
tmiMclkms  be  determined  by  the  prime  cost  and  the  sale 
prices  ? — It  would  certainly  be  dependent  upon  such  an  Issue ; 
but  in  the  computation  that  I  have  made  I  have  assumed  a  rate 
for  part  of  our  supplies  less  than  we  pay  for  It ;  but  I  should  say 
that  the  computation  of  profit  and  loss  upon  an  investment  from 
China,  since  the  rate  affixed  by  the  Board  for  the  coins  of  lodia, 
should  be  calculated^  in  as  far  as  regards  the  return  to  India»  at 
the  Board  8  rate  of  exchange. 

4175.  Are  vou  aware  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Company  to 
charge  part  of  the  freight  upon  the  woollens  that  they  send  from 
England  upon  Uie  prime  cost  of  the  tea  at  Canton  ? — It  enters 
into  the  invoice  amount  of  the  export. 

4176.  Does  it  enter  into  the  real  chaise  ?^ — Clearly  it  has 
that  effect,  because  It  forms  part  of  the  invoice  amount,  which  on 
the  other  side  produces  so  many  tales,  and  thus  enters  into  the 
computation  of  6s*  44,  a  tale. 

4177.  Does  it  influence  the  re^l  amount  at  which  the  freight 
is  paid  for  at  the  export  of  the  woollens,  or  is  that  entered  upon 
the  price  of  the  tea? — It  falls  upon  the  price  of  the  tea  in  the 
termination  of  the  transaction;  because^  if  the  exports  are  in- 
creased in  value  by  the  amount  of  freight  included  in  the  in- 
voice, and  if  the  rate  of  the  prime  cost  of  the  tea  is  increased 
in  the  same  ratio,  clearly  it  enters  into  the  upset  price  of 
the  tea. 

4178.  Was  the  same  method  of  calculating  the  prime  cost  of 
the  teas  in  China  pursued  before  the  Board  fixed  the  rate  of  ex- 
change in  1814? — ^The  calculations  for  the  upset  price  of  tea 
before  1814  were  made  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  of 
the  day  between  China  and  England. 

4179.  You  have  stated  that  £135,000  were  drawn  upon  the 
Treasury  in  England  at  the  exchange  of  $s>  Id, ;  supposing  s 
much  larger  sum  had  been  required,  could  those  bills  have  beea 
passed  at  die  same  rate  of  exchange? — Tlie  rate  I  have  men- 
tioned for  the  tale,  in  the  drafts  from  China,  was  that  deduct- 
ing interest  included  in  the  rate  for  the  sight  of  the  bill ;  but  I 
apprehend  that,  according  to  the  usual  principle,  where  there 
is  a  great  demand  for  bills,  the  rate  uf  exchange  would  have 
been  enhanced  in  some  degree ;  to  wliat  degree  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say* 
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4180*  Supposing  that  the  Company  did  not  resort  to  the  1  ApKt  lasa. 
mode  which  they  nave  adopted  of  remitting  comniodilie»  from 
India  to  China,  and  that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  paying 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  their  investments  in  tea  by  bitb,  h 
it  your  opinion  that  fiuch  investmenta  couJd  be  drawn  for  upon 
England  at  the  exchange  of  5i.  Id.  ? — The  suppliet  from  India 
amount  to  about  £  1 ,000,000  aterhng ;  and  I  think  if  that  sum 
was  required  by  the  supercargoes  for  their  bilk  u|K»n  the  Court 
of  Directors,  a  considerable  increase  in  the  rate  of  exchange 
would  take  place. 

ilHl.  Do  you  contemplate  an  increase  equal  to  the  par  which 
you  have  stated,  of  61.  \^.  ? — I  recollect  an  instance  in  the 
year  1787,  before  any  question,  as  regards  the  depreciation  of 
the  currency^  was  mooted,  in  which  the  Company  drew  from 
Canton  £1,300,000  in  one  year;  the  exchange  per  dollar  was 
5#-  6</.,  making  the  tale  7/.  7J  -("fj^yd^ 

418:2-  Would  you  then  calculate,  that  if  the  same  operation  wai 
to  take  place  now,  and  tlie  Company  were  unifcr  the  necessity  of 
drawing  bills  to  the  whole  eittcnt  of  their  investment  in  tea,  that 
the  bills  probably  would  be  at  the  rate  which  you  have  staled? 
— Probably  not ;  because  the  trade  between  China  and  India  has 
lery  much  increased  since  that  time*  There  are  funds  seeking 
remittance  to  India  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  there  were  at 
that  time- 

4163.  Since  when  have  you  estimated  the  tale  at  6#.  4J.?*-It 
L  Vftriea  every  year  according  to  the  computation. 

4184.  Can  you  state  the  rate  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  ? 
-In   1827-8.  it    was  61.  7^.;    in   1826*7,  it  was  6^.  3</,;    in 

1825-6,  it  was  61.  4^. 

4185.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  real  ex- 
of  bs.  Id.  would  be  much  higher  if  the  Company  did  not 

\  those  shipments  of  cotton  ;  in  that  case,  would  not  other 
>pte  make  shipments  of  cotton,  if  cotton  answered  to  send  to 
-Certainly. 

4186.  Would  not  those  other  persons  want  returns  for  the 
Dtton  ?— They  might  want  returns  to  India,  but  would  pro- 
sbly  not  be  in  a  condition  to  advance  money  for  bills  upon 

s^ngfand. 

4187.  Therefore  it  would  produce  a  demand  fur  bills  upon 
fiome  place  or  other  ?■ — Clearly. 

4188.  That  being  the  case,  would  not  the  exchange  be  just 
Ke  same,  whether  the  article  of  mirchandize  was  shipped  by 

Company  or  by  any  body  else,  provided  it  be  to  the  same 
[extent  ? — ^I  think  it  would, 

4189.  You  have  stated,  that  you  think  the  Company  justified 
[in  carrying  the  result  of  their  ad%entures  in  cotton  over  upon 

»r  upset  price  of  teas  ;  supposing  the  Company,  as  a  traaing 
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catnpfiny  general ly>  should  make  any  other  adventure  in  mer- 
chandize to  any  part  of  Indiai  the  funds  of  which  should  ulti- 
mately centre  in  China,  should  you  thiiik  that  the  mere  circunj* 
stance  of  the  funds  being  ultimately  intended  for  an  investment 
in  China  a  justification  for  laying  the  whole  result  of  those  ad- 
ventures upon  the  price  of  tea,  with  ^reference  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament  by  which  they  are  regulated,  in  fixing  the  upset 
price?— I  think  that  they  would  be  justified,  if  the  tales  they 
place  there  cost  them  originally  so  many  pounds  sterling. 

4100,  Do  you  mean  that  the  result  of  all  their  adventures, 
and  of  sometimes  combined  and  varied  adventures,  w^hatever 
may  be  the  extent  of  their  loss  or  profit,  should  be  calculated  as 
governing  the  price  of  the  tale  in  Chma?— If  imports  are  made 
to  India  originally  with  a  view  to  send  the  produce  of  their  im- 
ports to  China,  certainly  1  think  so. 

4191.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  the  result  In  tales  of 
each  specific  articles  of  the  funds  furnished  to  China  in  the  last 
year? — The  bills  I  have  stated  at  5^.  7rf.,  that  is,  taking  the  in- 
terest out  of  them  for  the  sight  of  the  bill.  The  part  that  was 
supplied  by  sale  of  exports  from  England  was  6j,  ^^^^'^d.  The 
exports  from  India  were  7*.  i^Aflf^  TIjc  drafts  on  the  Indian 
government  were  5s.  9-S^J^d, ;  this  is  taking  the  supplies  from 
India  at  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coins. 

4192.  Is  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  difference  of  the  exchange 
between  all  those  different  items,  and  the  real  excliange  which 
is  shown  by  the  bills,  the  measure  of  the  profit  and  loss  upon 
those  several  distinct  adventures?— If  you  could  have  placed  aj^ 
your  funds  there  by  bills  of  exchange  at  that  rate,  certainly  j^fM 
would  have  appeared  to  have  lost  by  all  that  those  several  m<^HM 
have  cost  you  in  excess* 

4193.  The  exchange  of  Canton  upon  England,  by  the  lait 
advices,  has  fallen  to  3^.  lid.  the  dollar,  giving  ^s.  6^.  fortlie 
tale ;  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  progressive  fall  of  the  ex- 
change from  Canton  to  England  of  late  years  ? — 1  conceive  it 
can  only  arise  from  the  want  of  demand  for  bills  upon  England 
that  persons  have  furnished  their  funds  for  tlieir  mercantile 
adventures  in  another  way. 

4194.  That  is,  that  a  greater  quantity  of  merchanduee  hie 
been  sent  either  from  England  or  from  India^  or  from  other  parti 
to  China? — Yes* 

4195»  If  the  trade  were  open,  and  the  quantity  of  goods  sent 
were  still  greater^  do  you  not  apprehend  that  the  same  result 
would  occur  in  Chum  that  has  occurred  at  Calcuttat  that  the 
exchanges  would  continue  to  be  favourable  to  this  country? — 
They  would  fall,  but  not  below  the  value  of  remitting  the 
bullion. 

4196,  You  attribute  the  fall  to  the  greater  supply  ot  goodi 
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sent  to  Chma? — Certainly ;  there  is  little  demand  for  funds,  by   I  April  1H30. 
means  of  bills,  to  carry  on  the  trade.  — 

4197.  Then,  of  course,  nothing  is  likely  in  a  state  of  peace      *  jEif. 
to  affect  those  exchanges,  unfavourable  to  England,  except  a 
diminished  supply  of  gcMds  to  the  Chinese  market?— No. 

4198.  Do  you  know  whether  persons  at  Calcutta  have  not 
found  it  advantageous  at  times  to  make  remittances  to  England 
through  Canton  r-.I  know  it  has  been  done. 

4199.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand,  from  the  printed 
tables  of  the  prime  cost  of  tea,  that  the  tale  is  to  be  taken  at 
fif.  4^.? — No,  that  is  for  profit  and  loss;  at  the  rate  of  6i.  8dL 

4200.  Can  you  state  the  average  value  of  the  tale  in  the  upset 
price  of  tea  ior  the  last  ten  years?— I  will  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  statement  of  it. 

4201.  How  do  you  explain  tlie  difference  o£  the  amount  of 
tea  purchased  in  Canton,  as  compared  with  the  sales ;  because 
in  one  year  there  appears  a  difference  of  10,000,000  of  lbs« 
between  the  amount  purchased  at  Canton  and  the  amount  sold 
here  ?— We  are  obliged,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  keep  a  twelve- 
month's stock,  and  the  reason  for  that  large  import  was  to  main- 
tain the  stock  at  the  rate  prescribed  by  the  Act. 

4202.  What  allowance  do  you  make  for  wastage  ? — We  make 
about  one  per  cent,  allowance  for  wastage^  and  one  per  cent,  for 
allowance  to  buyers;  about  two  per  cent,  is  the  difference 
between  the  sale  weight  and  the  invoice  weight. 

4203.  In  this  statement  of  the  freight  and  demurrage,  in 
No.  31  of  the  papers  of  last  year,  what  proportion  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  Inaian  trade,  and  what  proportion  to  the  China 
trade  ? — ^Those  are  freight  payments  for  the  year ;  more  ships 
may  arrive  from  China  in  one  year  than  another,  or  more  from 
Incua.  I  cannot,  without  looking  at  the  accounts,  sav  the  pro- 
portion, but  I  should  conceive  that  you  might  take  probably  four 
to  China  and  the  rest  to  India,  in  the  proportion  of  about  two- 
thirds. 

4204.  Do  the  losses  appear  in  the  statement  of  the  com- 
mercial freight  ?— >No  ;  the  losses  are  stated  distinctly  in  our 
computation  of  profit  and  loss :  the  Company's  per-centage  of 
loss  since  the  year  1814  has  been  about  ]  per  cent. 

4205.  What  rate  of  freight  do  you  consider  to  fall  ui>on  each 
pound  of  tea  upon  the  whole  ?^-BIack  tea,  about  4^^. ;  green  tea^ 
about  5]^. 

4206.  Can  you  explain  why  the  Company  charge  3  per  cent, 
upon  the  insurance  when  the  same  insurance  can  be  done  in  the 
market  at  2|  per  cent.  ?— 1  am  not  aware  that  it  can  be  done  at 
2|  per  cent.  But  this  rate  of  insurance  is  submitted  every  year 
to  our  commercial  committee ;  there  arc  many  gentlemen  m  tliat 

4  c 
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1  April  1830.   coramiiree  who  are  merchants,  antl   U)ey  approve  of  the  ftte 
tliat  we  assume, 

4207,  How  matiy  years*  interest  in  the  putting*up  price  do 
you  charge  upon  the  tea?— We  charge  two  years  upon  the 
cost  and  tlic  insurance,  one  year  upon  the  freight  and  demur- 
rage. 

4208.  Do  you  conceive  that  you  are  justified  m  charging  two 
years*  interest  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — ^I  conceive  that  we 
are  justified,  inasmuch  as  we  are  obhged  to  keep  one  year's  con- 
sumption in  the  warehouse ;  ano  that  from  the  date  of  the  ship- 
ment to  tlie  time  we  realize  the  produce  of  the  sbipment  is  more 
tiian  two  years. 

4^9.  Does  not  the  Act  of  Parliament  specify  that  one  year's 
interest  only  is  to  be  calculated  ? — No. 

4210.  How  many  years*  consumption  have  the  Company  by 
tlicm  ? — One  year's  clear  consumption. 

4211.  And  one  in  transit  ? — Yes. 

4212.  Then  they  have  only  two  years^  consumpiiony  including 
t!ie  one  in  transit?— At  the  present  time  there  ai'e,  I  should 
think,  30,00a,000  of  lbs.  in  the  warehouse* 

4'213.    Is  not  the  interest  by  Act  of  Parliament  cl 
u|K)tv  the  arrival  of  the  tea  in  England,  and  not  befare  its 
— I  conceive  that  tlie  interest  should  be  reckoned  from  the  time 
they  ship  the  tea  to  the  time  of  its  sale ;  the  Act  of  Parliameut 
only  says,  lawful  interest  on  money. 

4214.  The  words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  are  as  foUoir : 
'*  That  it  shall  not  he  at  any  time  hereafter  lawful  for  the  said 
United  Company  to  put  up  tJieir  tea  for  sale  at  any  prices  whicii 
shall  upon  the  whole  of  the  tea  so  put  op  at  any  one  saJe  exceed 
the  prime  cost  thereof,  with  the  freight  and  charges  of  impor* 
tation,  together  with  lawful  interest  from  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  such  tea  in  Great  Bri  tain,  and  the  common  premium  of  iu- 
Kurance,  as  a  compensation  for  the  sea- risk  incurred  thereon.^ 
Having  heard  those  words,  will  you  state  upon  what  authority  it 
is  that  more  than  one  year's  rate  of  interest  upon  the  stock  of 
tea  is  charged  ? — Because  we  keep  a  stock  alwajg  in  the  ware- 
house,  luid  it  is  two  years  before  the  import  is  sold. 

4215.  Have  you  then  two  years*  stock  in  warehouse  ?--At 
times. 

42 IG*  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact,  that  interest  upon  a  stock  of 
tea  calculated  upon  a  consumption  of  two  years  is  now  charged 
upon  the  price  ?— I  know  that  lea  is  not  sold  under  two  years 
in  many  cases. 

4217,  Do  you  charge  interest  for  two  years? — Yes* 

42 IB.  Isi  it  not  sold  til!  two  years  after  itji  arrival  iu  llii> 
coutitry  ? — Two  years  after  its  arrival,  in  great  \ml. 
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4219.  Will  the  teas  o£  this  season  not  be  sold  till  1832?—  1  April  1930. 

Part  of  it  may,  but  we  have  other  tea  that  has  been  a  longer 

time  in  the  warehouse.  T,  G.  Uojfd^ 

4220.  Are  not  the  teas  sold  quarterly  ? — Yes,  they  arc  sold 
in  December,  March,  June,  and  September. 

4221.VWith  reference  to  the  24th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  48,  at  what 
bidding  upon  the  upset  price  might  teas  be  purchased  accord- 
ing to  those  provisions  ? — At  Id.  per  pound. 

4222.  At  what  excess  upon  the  upset  price  is  the  Company 
satisfied  to  let  the  tea  be  sold  ?— At  a  farthing  a  pound  under 
Sf.  4J.,  and  a  halfpenny  a  pound  above. 

4223.  If  the  teas  arc  refused  at  the  unset'  prices,  are  they 
subsequently  put  up  without  any  price  whatever  ? — They  are 
put  up  without  price. 

4224.  When  will  the  next  sale  be?— There  is  a  sale  just 
over  ;  the  next  sale  will  be  in  June. 

4225.  Will  the  sale  of  June  1830  be  of  teas  that  have  been 
in  the  Company's  warehouse  two  whole  years  at  that  period  ?— 
Some  may,  and  some  may  not. 

4226.  Will  the  greatest  part  be  ? — I  conceive  that  our  cal- 
culation of  two  years  is  a  fair  average  rate  of  interest  for  the 
whole  of  the  period  that  the  tea  remains  unsold. 

4227.  How, much  of  the  tea  sold  at  the  ouarterly  sales  has 
been  two  whole  years  in  the  Company's  warehouse  ? — I  cannot 
tell. 

4228.  Is^t  any  great  proportion  ? — I  cannot  tell  what  propor- 
tion without  looking  into  it. 

4229.  Would  it  be  possible  to  furnish  the  Committee  with 
the  exact  informationp — Yes ;  although  the  teas  may  be  put  up, 
they  are  not  paid  for  for  two  months  afterwards. 

4230.  The  Act  of  Parliament  requires  that  the  Company 
should  have  in  its  warehouses  one  year's  full  supply  of  tea  for 
this  country ;  do  not  you  conceive  that  you  have  complied  with 
the  requisition  of  |that  Act  of  Parliament  by  keeping  the  tea 
which  is  imported  in  one  year  to  the  same  period  in  the  next 
year,  and  then  putting  it  up?— I  apprehend  that  we  should 
only  comply  with  the  Act  of  Parliament  by  keeping  a  twelve- 
montb's'consumption  always  in  the  warehouse. 

4231.  Will  you  look  at  No.  32  of  the  papers  presented  in 
June  1829,  and  state  how  the  prime  cost  of  teas  in  that  account 
is  calculated?— At  6«.  8c/.  a  tale. 
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lAoue,  6"  die  AfriUt,  1890. 

■M  Gore  Lloyd,  Esq. 560 

iCnwftird,    Etq. 567 


FOURTH  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMFTTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  th« 
Presene  State  of  ibe  A r fairs  or  thc  East-Ikdia  Com^ 
pAHYi  and  into  the  Trabk  between  Greai  Briiaint  tbc 
MaM-Indieit  and  China  i  and  to  report  their  Ob«erfationi 
thereupon  to  the  House  ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report 

V.the  MiNVTSS  or  Evioaitcx  taken  before  them  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Hau^e ;» 

HAVE  made  a  further  Progress  in  the  Matters  to  them 
A,  j^ferred,  and  examined  several  other  Witnesses ;  tfao 
•  MxNUTES  of  whose  Evidence  they  have  agreed  to 
report  to  the  House  up  to  this  5th  day  of  April, 
.^^indusiTe. 

bik  April  im0.        '  a 
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WitLiAM  Waed,  Esq.  id  the  Chair. 


THOMAS  GORE  LLOTD,  Esq.    Acoountant-Genend  of 
ft  Mf^MO^        ^  KailJiiHia  CoiiiiMuiy»  again  called  in,  and  ezamiiicd. 

42S2.  Will  yfoa  bate  the  goodDeat  to  explain  to  the  Com- 
■iittae  moit  j^artwiiiariy  the  mode  of  cwnputiiy  the  interest  on 
the  ii|iaei  pnoe  of  tcm?<— The  mode  adopted  is  to  chaige  as 
inteaest  tat  n  months  upon  the  fiinds  placed  in  China,  m  the 
proTision  of  investment,  fiom  the  time  of  their  being  placed  there 
tfll  the  time  of  die  arrival  of  the  ships  in  England ;  and  secondly, 
to  diarge  eighteen  months'  interest  from  the  arrival  of  the  diip  in 
Englaira  till  the  realization  of  the  sale  proceeds  in  the  Company's 
treasury :  these  two  sunu  constitute  a  period  of  two  yean» 
whidi  appears  in  a  Statement  I  formeriy  delivered  in.  u  w91 
be  more  clearly  seen  what  my  riew  is,  if  I  deliver  in  an  amended 
Statement,  drawn  out  upon  die  principle  1  have  now  stated. 

[  The  tciimess  Mivered  in  the  tame^  tokich  u  asJbUtnos .-] 
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OUMT  tbowfaig  the  lUte  per  Tkle  at  which  fmiim  for  the  China  Imrur- 
MKNT  were  provided  in  Scwon  18Sik9. 
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4233.  It  appears,  then,  that  there  is  some  enhancement  of  price  5  April  1830. 

in  consequence  of  the  tea  being  kept  one  year,  inasmuch  aa  the  "~~ 

intereat  of  the  money  is  goin^  on,  and  there  is  alao  tlie  expense  '  eJot 
of  warehouse-room  ?— There  Is. 

4254.  Supposing  any  injury  to  occur  to  a  cargo  sent  from 
oinbay,  or  from  Engkud  to  Canton,  by  which  a  loss  is  sustained 

[>n  the  sale  in  China,  shoutd  you  reckon  that  loss  as  a  part  of 
prime  cost  of  the  tea  ? — ^That  is  covered  by  the  rate  of 
surance. 

4255,  Supposing  that  by  bad  packa^,  or  by  linkage,  or  by 
iiifUng  of  the  cargo,  or  any  of  the  accidents  to  which  the  car- 
are  liable,  it  arrived   in  a  damaged  state  in  China,  and 

eby  was  sold  at   much   less   than  the  price  of  ihe  cargo^ 
ould  you  set  tliat  off  in  the  prime  cost  of  the  tea  purchased  in 
nton  ? — It  would  sell  at  so  much  less,  and  consequently  in- 
rthe  value  of  the  tale  in  that  ratio^  if  not  covered  by  the 
Bsiiranee« 

4236.  Under  what  provision  of  lire  Commutation  Act  do  you 

barge  interest  for  six  months  in  China  ? — Tl»ere  is  certainly  no 

rovision  in  the  Commutation  Act ;  but  1  conceive  that  to  be  a 

■  inercaDtile  charge  to  make.     The  Act  provides  for  the  inte- 

st  after  the  arrival,  and  the  charge  of  interest  till  the  arrival  is 

mercantile  charge,  an  essentia!  part  of  the  prime  cost. 

4237*  Is  not  the  making  such  a  charge  expressly  forbidden  by 
>  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  think  not. 

423B.  Is  not  the  only  charge  of  interest  which  the  Act  allows 
!  lawful  interest  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  in  Great  Britain  ?*' 
-That  is  after  tlie  arrival ;  but  any  merchant  would  say  intereat 
I  part  of  the  pnmc  cost  of  the  goods  ;  the  prime  cost  includea 
nterest  upon  the  capital  employed, 

4239.  Do  you  charge  interest  upon  the  freight  for  two  years  ? 
-No,  for  one  year. 

4240.  Is  not  the  principal  part  of  the  freight  paid  after  the 
.  ttum  of  the  ship  to  England  ? — The  freight  is  paid  first  by  an 

Impress  before  the  ship  deports ;  secondly,  thirty  days  after  the 
■jdearing  of  the  ship  we  pay  a  moiety  of  what  is  due,  and  sixty 
ajt  wier  that  the  remaimng  moiety. 

4241.  What  is  the  amount  of  impress  paid  on  the  ship?— 
[«The  impress  is  so  much  a  ton. 

4242.  Is  it  a  tenth  part  of  the  freight  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

4243*  Is  it  a  twentieth  part  ? — It  may  be. 

4244.  Tlien  the  freight  is  charged   with  a    year*t  interest, 
fiough  the  greatest  proportion  of  it   h  not  paid  till  after  the 
^idijp  has  delivered  her  cargo  ? — After  the  ship  has  delivered  hei- 
cafgo. 
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SAi*illtt0'*       iS43.  Is  ioter€$t   pai4  on   Hie  commissioDS  of  the  super- 
cargoes?-- None  at  all. 

4S46.  Upon  nrhat  principle  do  you  charge  interest  for  a  year 
upon  the  freight  ? — Because  it  is  not  paid  until  afler  the  arriyil 
ot  tKe  ship.  If  I  were  to  charge  as  much  as  I  do  upon  the 
cargo,  we  should  be  charging  too  much  :  the  payments  are  made 
sboiit  three  tnoDths  afler  tlte  ship  arrives,  and  the  teas  are  esti- 
maled  to  remain  in  warehouse  for  eighteen  months,  so  that  lu 
lact  it  is  a  short  charge  of  interest. 

4247.  Does  not  the  price  of  freight  vwry  considerably  in  the 
different  ships  employed  by  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

4248.  How  do  you  settle  the  upset  price,  having  regard  to  tl»e 
difference  of  the  freight? — An  average  is  taken,  which  is  fuf- 
wslied  to  me  by  tlie  officer  at  the  head  of  the  freight  and 
sliif»ping  department. 

4249.  Does  not  the  item  of  impress,  which  you  state  to  be 
the  first  payment  on  account  made  by  the  Company,  amount  to 
two  months*  wages  paid  to  the  whole  ship's  company,  or  is  it 
any  thing  beyond  that  ?^— It  is  not  precisely  in  my  de|>artmeot« 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  so  much  per  ton. 

4^0.  Then  the  amount  of  impress  will  depend  on  the  sixe  of 
the  ship  and  the  number  of  crew  ?— The  size  of  the  shlp. 

4251.  Is  not  the  tea  that  is  put  up  for  consumption  oflen 
Dearly  three  years  from  the  time  of  its  leaving  Canton  to  the 
lime  of  its  being  sold  ? — Yes, 

42o2.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  whole  quantity 
is  kept  for  that  period  ?  —  l  cannot  te!l  from  recollection* 

4253.  What  should  you  state  as  the  average  time?— I  cannot 
■ay  any  other  tlian  eighteen  months,  the  period  I  have  assumed 
in  the  accounts  delivered  in. 

4254.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  by  the  Act  of  24th  Geo.  UI^ 
supposing  the  Company  had  a  KufScieney  of  tea  for  one  year's 
consumption,  including  that  which  is  in  their  warehouses  and 
that  which  is  in  tramkuy  they  would  have  complied  with  that  Act 
of  Parliament?— I  believe  they  would,  but  I  speak  with  some 
hesitation. 

4255.  Then  it  is  not  necessary,  under  that  Act  of  P&rliamenl, 
that  the  tea  should  he  so  long  kept  by  the  Company  before  it  is 
sold  ? — The  Company  has  been  always  anxious  to  promote  the 
consumption  of  tea*  and  with  that  view  to  be  provided  with  in 
adequate  supply  lor  any  increased  demand. 

4256.  Are  you  not  aware  that,  looking  at  the  words  of  the 
Act,  it  is  stated  that  the  Company  shall  from  time  to  time  send 
orders  for  the  purchase  of  such  tjuantities  of  tea,  and  provide 
sufKcicut  ships  to  import  the  same,  as,  being  added  to  the  stock 
in  their  warehouses^  and  to  the  quantities  ordered  and  not 
arrived,  shall  amount  to  a  sufiiclent  supply  for  the  keeping  oft 
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■lock  at  Icaft  equal  to  one  ycar*« consumption,  occordine  to  the 
iftlei  of  the  Uut  preoetling  year,  always  t>eforehand  ? — The  Act 
ays  so,  I  perceive. 
4i57.  Supposiitf^  the  tea  purchased   hv  the   Company  to   be 
1  for  by  bills  drawn  ypon  England  or  drawn  upon  Incita,  wliat 
I  the  average  duration  of  those  bills? — Bills  ha^e  been  drawn 
»  variotis  terms  :  sometimes  they  are  a  twelvemonth  after  date* 
\  other  time*  at  twelve  months  after  sight,  and  in  other  various 
ays  ;  on  India  they  are  drawn  at  thirty  days*  sight, 
4258.  When  bills  are  drawn  in  Canton  in  January,  payable 
'  the  Court  of  Directors  in  December  following,  is  tl)e  interest, 
Drding  to  the  account  you  have  given  in,  charged  from  the 
auary,  when  assets  wefe  received  m  China  for  tnc  purcluife 
the  teas,  or  from  December,  when  the  bills  were  satisfied  by 
Court  of  Directors?^ Not  until  the  bill  is  satldied* 
4269.  You  have  given  in  an  account  of  the  proBt  and  toss 
the  East' India  Company's  trade  between  Europe  and  India, 
Europe  and  China,  and  China  and  India.     There  is  a  note  in 
it,  sayings  that  "  had  the  Company's  profit  and  toss  accounts 
made  up  at  the  mercantile  rate  of  exchange  as  ascertained 
the  rates  at  which  bills  have  been  drawn  from  London  on 
(Calcutta  in  each  year,  instead  of  the  ratc^  fixed  by  the  Board  of 
I  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India  as  rcgardf»  the  repayment 
^  territorial  advances,  the  above  accouut  of  their  trade  between 
iirope  and  India  would  have  exhibited  a  proiit  of  £.'446^11-1  in- 
|ltead  of  a  loss  of  £2,009,872,  making  a  difference  of  £2«  465.986;'* 
ad  then  it  goes  on  to  say,  tlu&t  *'  the  profit  on  their  China 
de   would  also  have    been   increased  io  the   same   period 
the    sum  of   £1,545,943,    making   a  total    difference   of 
^4*01 1,929."   How  is  the  calculation  made  of  that  last  iteroi  by 
rhich  the  proHt  on  the  China  trade  would  have  been  increasca 
[by  the  sum  of  £1,545,943  ? — Because  a  great  part  of  the  supply 
\§0T  the  China  investment  is  furnished   through  India,  in  reim- 
[kursement  of  territorial  charges  paid  in  England,  and  adjusted 
t  the  rate  of  exchange  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
le  Affiurs  of  India. 

4260*  Therefore  the  only  element  which  constitutes  this  dif- 
I  lerence,  is  the  difference  between  the  real  exchange  on  Calcutta 
\  and  the  nominal  exchange  fixed  by  tlie  Board  of  Controul  ? — 
Exactly. 

4S61.  The  only  difference  being  the  difference  between  the 

rate  of  exchange  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Commigaioners  and  tlie 

lefll  rate  of  exchange  between  London  and  Calcutta,  how  is  this 

'  circumstance  accounted  for,  that  upon  the  sum  of  £IG,0O0»0OO 

Sterling  trade  between  India  and  London  there  h  a  difference 

'  iriting  from  that  circumstance  of  t'2,004,r)50,  whilst  upon  the 

[  tilde  between  China  and  London  of  £18,2(34,000  there  is  only 

ft  difference  of  £154,500;  how  is  that  accounted  for,  as  the 
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same  element  of  difference  entering  into  both  calculations,  the 
rate  of  difference  ouglit  to  be  proportionate  ? — It  depends  upon 
tlie  amount  that  has  been  respectively  applied  to  the  two  traides 
of  those  sums  for  which  wq  pay  the  high  rate  of  exchange.  Tliia 
high  rate  of  exchange  attaclies  only  to  the  re- payment  of  the 
advances  made  from  commerce  to  the  territory;  there  have 
been  other  funds  apphed  to  the  China  investment  upon  which 
the  Board's  rates  of  exchange  have  no  operation.  Equally  so 
In  India ;  all  commercial  funds  do  not  enter  at  all  into  the  com- 
putation, only  those  sums  arising  from  the  re-payment  of  the 
advances  which  the  commerce  has  made  to  the  territory. 

4262.  Why  do  you  take  in  your  calculation  of  the  pro6t  and 
loss  of  the  East-India  Company's  trade  between  India  and 
ChinUi  the  prime  cost  at  6^.  %d, ,  when  you  state  tliat  the  prime 
cost  was  called  by  you  the  sura  which  the  tale  cost  the  East- 
India  Company^  delivered  into  the  treasury  at  Canton  from  the 
investments  they  have  made  ? — ^Bocause  upon  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  from  the  year  1814  down  to  the  latest  periodj  the 
tale  has  been  proved  to  cost,  within  a  fractiooi  6^*  8a. 

4263.  Then  what  you  state  is,  that  the  tale  delivered  into  the 
treasury  at  Canton  has,  ever  since  the  year  1814,  cost  the  Com- 
pany 6s*  Bd,  upon  the  average  ? — Within  a  fraction, 

4264.  When  you  state  that  the  average  value  of  the  twile  since 
1B14  has  been  G^r.  &d*,  \n  that  average  made  up  of  all  the  bills 
drawn  upon  England  and  India  as  well  as  upon  all  the  commer- 
cial transactions  of  the  Company  at  Canton? — Upon  every 
transaction  that  has  drawn  money  into  the  treasury  at  Can  too. 

4265*  Then,  of  course,  it  would  have  been  higher  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  exchange  having  fallen  from  Canton  upoa 
England  ? — -In  whatever  degree  the  exchange  has  fallen,  the 
Company  has  had  the  benefit  of  it  upon  all  ^e  bills  the  ^uper- 
caries  have  drawn. 

426 G,  Supposing  that  the  whole  of  the  credit  created  to  die 
Company  at  Canton  had  been  produced  by  the  sale  of  invest- 
ments from  India  or  from  England,  the  tale  must  have  been 
valued  higher  than  6s.  Sd,  ?—  By  taking  a  part  of  the  credit  by 
bills  of  exchange,  certainly  that  hae  tended  to  reduce  the 
value  of  the  tale. 

4267.  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  the  whole  benefit  arising  firom 
the  fall  of  the  exchange  accrued  to  the  Company,  or  lo  the  con- 
sumers of  tea  in  this  country  ? — If  the  Company  obtain  money 
at  a  low  rate  of  exchange,  that  benefit  rests  with  tlieni ;  but  the 
consumer  of  the  tea  has  the  benefit  of  it  in  the  upset  price. 

4268.  In  what  way  does  the  Company  decide  upon  the  quia- 
tity  of  tea  they  will  put  up  at  the  sales? — That  decision  doei 
not  rest  with  my  department ;  it  is  with  our  Cammercial  Com- 
mittee, which  I  do  not  attend  ordinarily. 
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4269.  Since  cotton  ii  no  longer  receired  at  rerenue  at  Bom*  6  April  ihsq. 
bay,  hare  not  the  Companj  beoi  in  the  habit  of  bojring  cotton         '~— 
there  to  send  to  China  ? — They  hare  purchased  cotton  to  send    ^*  ^'^^^ 
to  China.  ^* 

4270.  Are  you  aware  at  what  rate  of  exchange  the  price  of 
the  cotton  at  Bombay  is  brought  into  the  account  at  the  India- 
House,  in  the  prime  cost  of  the  tea*  or  how  is  that  settled  ?— I 
cannot  exactly  state  from  recollection  ;  I  think  it  is  216  rupees 
for  100  dollars. 

4271.  In  the  transactions  between  Bombay  and  Canton,  do 
you  take  die  whole  cost  in  tales,  or  do  you  take  partly  the 
prime  cost  as  valued  at  Bombay,  and  partly  the  ralue  m  China  ? 
—The  cost  of  the  cotton  would  be  the  number  of  rupees  we  pay 
for  it  at  the  Board's  rotes. 

4272.  Then  you  would  debit  commerce  with  that  advance  at 
the  Board's  rate?— Yes. 

JOHN  CR AWFURD,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

4273.  Are  you  aware  of  the  mode  in  which  the  mining  was  Mm  CVm^brf, 
carried  on  at  tM  island  of  Banca  ? — Yes.  Eaq. 

4274.  It  is  stated  in  a  discourse  addressed  by  Sir  Stamford 
Raffles  to  the  Society  of  Arts  at  Batavia,  in  the  year  1815,  that 
almost  all  the  operations  connected  with  the  process  of  mining 
and  refining  the  metal  are  performed  by  the  Chinese ;  does  that 
&ct  consist  with  your  knowledge? — All  tliat  is  well  done  is 
done  by  the  Chinese ;  and  by  fiir  the  greater  part  of  the  whole 
is  done  by  them. 

4275.  Up  to  what  period  are  you  able  to  give  this  informa- 
Cmmi  ?-— I  can  state  it  from  the  best  information  to  the  year  1825. 

4276.  It  is  also  stated  by  Sir  SUmford  Raffles,  that  the 
Chinese  preserve  on  Banca  their  original  habits  of  industry, 
cnterprize,  and  perseverance,  and  that  they  are  amonsst  tne 
moat  useAil  of  the  inhabitants,  and  indispensable  in  tlie  bbours 
of  the  mines ;  does  that  dso  consist  with  your  knowledge  ?^ 
Feriectly. 

4277.  Is  the  mining  in  Banca  carried  on  in  a  very  simple 
manner,  or  is  there  a  great  deal  of  machinery  used  ?«-A  great 
deal  of  machinery. 

4278.  Is  that  made  by  the  Chinese  ? — It  is.  There  are  no 
other  people  in  that  part  of  the  world  who  have  the  least 
notion,  either  how  to  construct  machinery  or  how  to  make 
use  of  it. 

4279.  In  a  letter  from  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  to  Lord  Bucking- 
hamshiref  in  the  year  1813,  he  states  that  the  island  of  Borneo 
b  rich  in  precious  metals,  and  that  it  possesses  on  one  conve- 
nient snot  a  population  of  nearly  100,000  Chinese,  who  work 
the  gola  mines  on  their  own  account,  and  who  would  gladly 

'to,  and  have  invited  British  regtdation ;  does  that  ( 
4k 
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witli  your  knowledge  of  ibe  state  of  Borneo? — The  cxiitence 
of  a  very  large  population  working  gold  min^  consists  with  mj 

knowledge,  but  not  the  last  fact. 

4280,  Was  tliere  any  export  of  this  gold  from  Sineapore  ? — 
A  large  import  and  export  every  year. 

428 L  Are  you  aware  whether  it  Is  the  fact  that  the  Chinese 
work  the  gold  mines  on  their  own  account? — Yes,  exclusively 
on  their  owrn  account. 

4282.  Do  they  acquire  land  in  Borneo,  and  become  perma- 
nent  settlers? — There  is  so  much  land  in  Borneo  that  any  body 
may  have  it ;  but  they  are  permanent  settlers  in  the  island, 

4283.  In  what  part  of  the  island  are  those  gold  mines  ? — lo 
the  country  lying  between  a  place  called  Pontianpa  andSambiti 
towards  the  soutli-western  part  of  the  island. 

4284.  Is  it  near  the  coast? — Not  v^ry  far  from  the  coast,  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountains*  The  gold  is  from  streams,  or  found 
in  alluvial  land. 

4285.  You  have  stated  that  it  has  been  exported  from  Sinea- 
pore ;  Will  you  state  the  course  of  the  trade? — There  ts  a  large 
quantity  of  gold  brought  from  various  quarters  to  Sineapore  by 
the  Chmese,  and  by  the  natives  of  Celebes,  and  by  the  Klalays, 
but  the  greater  bulk  of  it  is  produced  through  Chinese  industry. 
Tlie  Chinese,  I  ought  also  to  observe,  are  employed  in  the 
same  way  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Malay  peninsula^ 

4286.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  export  of  gold  from 
Sineapore ?^ — ^I  think  it  has  generally  amounted  to  as  much  ai 
IjOOO  pounds  weight  troy. 

4287.  In  a  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Stamford  RsMes  to  Mr. 
Ramsay,  the  Secretary  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  the  year 
1813,  he  stales,  that  "  a  great  proportion  of  the  trade  between 
China  and  Balavia  is  now  carried  on  by  Chinese  capitalists 
trading  direct  from  Amoy  and  the  northern  ports  of  China,  with 
which  a  constant  intercourse  is  kept  up ;  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  restrict  a  trade  which  appears  lo  have  been  so  long 
established,  and  w^hich  proves  so  essential  and  advantageous  to 
all  concerned  in  it/*  Does  your  opinion  concur  with  theopi 
BO  given  by  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  ? — Precisely  ;  that  foi 
branch  of  the  junk-trade  that!  formerly  endeavoured  to  desi 
to  the  Committee. 

4288.  Do  you  agree  with  them  in  opinion  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  restrict  a  trade  which  has  been  so  long  established, 
and  which  proves  so  essentia!  and  advantageous  to  all  concerned 
in  it? — Tlmt  is  my  opinion, 

4289.  In  a  letter  of  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  from  Bencoolen, 
dated  the  17th  of  July  1820,  there  is  contained  the  foUowinf 
statement : — **  What  you  observe  with  respect  to  British  cot- 
tons through  this  port  to  China^  is  a  most  im[K)rtant  question: 
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the  afftir  in  perfectly  practicable,  and  nothing  more  easy.     Up*  s  Afiril  1S30* 

wards  of  10,000  ton*  oi'  raw  cotton  are  annually  sent  to  China         

from  our  territories  in  India  :  why  should  we  send  our  raw  pro-  *'**'*  '^*v'"^ 

duce    to  encourage    the  industry  of  a  foreign  nation  at  the  ^ 

expense  of  our  manufacturers? — If  India  cannot  manufacture 

sufficiently  cheap,  England  can,  and    it  is  idle  to  talk   of  tlte 

cheapness  of  our  manufactures,  unless  we  can  bring  them  into 

&ir  competition*     I  see  no  reason  why  China  should  not   be  in 

a  great  measure  clothed  fi-om  England ;  no  people  study  cheap- 

tiesB  so  much ;  and  if  we  can   undersell  them^  we  have  only  to 

find  the  way  of  btroducing  the  article*     The  monopoly  of  the 

Eaat-Iodia  Company  in  England,  and  of  the  Hong  merchafila 

in  China,  precludes  the  idea  of  any   thing  like  fair  com|>etitioti 

In  our  own  ships,  or  in  the  port  of  Canton.     Not  but  the  Eaat* 

India  Company  can,  and  perhaps  will  assist  as  far  as  in  them 

lies,  but  their  ships  are  too  expensive.     The  articles  would  also 

fmMS  through  the   Hong    merchanlB  before  they   reached  tlve 

general  trade,  and  commerce  and  the  intermediate  protits  would 

fyrtn  another  barrier/'     Do  you  agree  in  the  opiuiuns  stated  in 

gbat  letter  ?— Not  in  the  whole  of  them* 

4290.  Will  you  state  in  which  you  agree,  and  how  far  you 
&kr  from  them  ? — I  differ  from  the  doctrine  contained  in  the 
early  part  of  it,  tliat  we  ought  not  to  encourage  the  industry  of 

»  foreign  nation  al  the  expense  of  our  own.    I  do  not  know  what 

i  mesnt  there  by  the  industry   of  a  foreign  nation.    If  by  this 

is  meant   tliat  of  the  natives  of  India,  who  are  not 

signers,  but  British  subjects,    I  agree  entirely  in  tliinking 

'  It  is  very  practicable  to  supply  China  with  our  cotton  manu- 

lures,  and  in  the  probability  of  our  contributing  very  mate- 

Jly  towards  clothing  China  from  England, 

4291.  Are  you  aware  of  any  difference  in  duty  which  exista 
ttween  tea  sent  out  of  China  ni  foreign  bottoms,  and  tea  sent 
at  in  bottoms  of  that  country  ?  —  I  cannot  specify  exactly  what 
tic  duties  are  in  each  case ;  but  I  know  there  is  a  mode  of 
vading   the    duty  altogether  on  the  part  of  tlie  junks.    X  also 

^  that  the  junks  pay  no  port-charges. 
429S.  You  have  paid  considerable   attention  to  the  general 
tale  af  the  commerce  of  the  eastern  world  ? — ^I  have* 

4293.  Has  your  attention  been  directed  to  the  China  trade, 
land  the  trade  in  tea  especially  ? — Yes,  for  a  good  number  of 

I  have  |>aid  particular  attention  to  the  tea-trade* 

4294.  Are  you  enabled  from  that  attention,  and  theobserva- 
J  you  have  made  since   your   return   to  Europe,  to  funiish 

I  any   further  information   to  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  in 

[addition  to  the  evidence  you  have  already  given  ? — I  have  pre- 

1  a  good  number  of  documents  upon  the  subject  of  the  tea* 

which  I  beg  now  to  offer  to  the  Committee. 

t  Th0  min€$s  dtUvered  in  several  Fttpers,  from  So.  1  to  No,  22f 

and  the  same  ivere  readf  asjollow:'} 


M 


S7Q  SVIPENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

5  April  1830.    No.  1.— Compabativv  aiATEMBNT  of  the  FHme  Coat  of  the  ErnKt-IaA 

^—  Company's  and  American  Teas  at  Canton,  for  the  Year  1821.2,^Fgr 

John  Crai^funt,     the  Company's  Prime  Coat  see  '*  Accounts  relating  to  the  Tea  Tnnk^ 

JEtg.  No.  4,"  Ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  Uth  May, 

1824 ;  and  for  the  Ameriotn,  '*  Statement  of  the  American  Trade  at  the 

Port  of  Canton,"  Season  1821-2.    The  Tael  in  the  American  Account  b 

reckoned  at  the  rate  of  72  TaeU  for  100  PoUaia,  or  6a.  nearly. 


TiAa 

RutlniUft 

Pt^wCom, 

T«UlL 

Ptelb. 

Ferlb. 

taiaL 

TotaL 

Ptt 

Bohea  

CODgOU 

Sunchi   

i'vmnkBy  ...  * 

Hysiin   ...... 

Youijg  Hyssun . 

1,653,099 
19,442,034 

6y,:i87 

37,494 

3,67lii,O40 

168,620 

655,789 

31,&76 

65,013 

1,404 J 63 

7,645 

3,303 

263,639 

12,727 

S3»251 

3,374 

«.      d.  ».     d.         £.            £. 

0  9-43  0     5-94i      40,952^  24,06] 
,1     5-34  1     2  56  l,im,  103  223,660 
,2     2'44,1     0'9S         .3,744      3,901 

1  9-14,1     0-!J5        2^023      1,2&0 

1    5-20.0  n-ae   102,062'  01,577 

1  6*1 10  IDS          7,5871     5,140 

2  ih2.'^l     9*601     59,92a:  32,323 
2     l'32|l     4  74         2;a3DJ     l,l44 

11 

iOI 
63 
41 
67 

u 
hi 

25,746,439 

1,1152,715 

- 

_ 

1 
!i4  79,629  373.096 

- 

jYofe.— $onchi  is  a  variety  of  black  tea  not  found  among  the  Amtfimn 
exports,  nor  in  the  Canton  price-currents.  It  is  a  Ysriety  of  souchong,  and 
therefore  calculated  at  the  same  price.  The  American  teas  embrace  those 
which  are  sent  to  the  Continent,  such  as  twanlmy  and  congo,  which  may 
account  for  the  high  price  of  the  latter,  as  that  consumed  in  Holland  is 
alleged  to  be  equal  in  quality  to  that  of  the  East- India  Company. 


No.  2.— Comparison  between  the  Company's  Invoice  Prices  of  Tea,  at  the 
respective  Rates  of  6«.  Sd.  steriing,  and  at  the  rate  of  72  taels  to  1(N| 
dollars,  each  of  4s.  3d.  '79. 


YEARS. 


1819-1820 
1820-1821. 
1821-1822. 
1822.1823. 


East-IndU 

Company** 

Invoice  Pricoi 


I 


£. 

1,877,402 
1,896,476 
1,852,715 
1,924,738 


Invoice  Price, 
at  72  TaeU  to  100 

I  DoUan. 


£. 

1,666,946 
1,683,882 
1,645,026 
1,708,975 


£. 
210,456 
212,591 
207,689 
215,7i»3 
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Mo.  Sw— CoMPAMATiFi  STATEMENT  of  the  Qiiantities  of  Green  Tea  ex-  -5  April  M3e. 
portad  firom  Cuitoo  in  tiie  Seuon  1821.2,  bj  the  Eut-Indis  Conpsny,  — ^- 

ADd  by  the  Citisent  of  the  United  Statef .    *'  AccovnU  relmting  to  the  JMii  Omg^ird, 
Tea  Trade/'  orderad  by  the  Houm  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  14th         jfibfh 
May  1824  (No.  4.)— Stattment  of  the  American  Tiade  with  CaatOB  in 
the  Seaaon  1821.2. 


TEAS. 


EMt-ll 


By  the 

iDdu  Company* 


Twankay 

Hyiion  Skin . . . 

Hyson 

Young  Hyion 
Gunpowder . . . 
Imperial   ..... 


3»678,M0 

168,620 

665,789 

31,976 


4 ,544,425 


Byth* 


Of. 

28,000 

2,548,400 

752,666 

2,024,533 

213,866 

510,800 


6,078,265*^ 


*  Excess  by  Americans  1,533,840  lbs.,  or  one-third  more. 

The  total  quantity  of  Tea  exported  bv  the  East-India  Company  waa 
25,746,3:19  lbs.,  of  which  the  greens  consUtuted  17  in  100. 

The  total  quantity  of  Tea  exported  by  the  Americans  was  9,292,400  Ibs^ 
of  which  the  greens  constituted  65  in  100. 


No.  4.— A  Statement,  showing  the  Prices  of  the  different  Kinds  of  Tea, 
without  Duty,  in  London,  Halifiix,  and  New  York,  respectiyely,  in  1829, 
from  Price- Currents  of  these  respective  Phu;es« 


teas. 


Bohea 

Congou  

Souchong.  ..•• 
Hyson  Sldn  .  . . 
Young  Hyson  • 

Hyson 

Gunpowder.  .. 


NoTtmbcr. 


Hallfiiz, 
NoTtmbir. 


New  York,     AraiUnteni, 
July.  July. 


«.     d. 

1  8 

2  4J 

4  n 

2  10} 

3  11^ 

4  3J 

5  1 


s.  d. 

1  8-52 

2  3*36 

3  504 
2  5-07 

none. 

4  7-57 
4  7-57 


d. 
9-83 


1  7-40 

1  4-56 

2  3-81 

2  705 

3  2*55 


«.  d. 

0  9*<7 

1  €-02 
I  2-93 
1  3*47 


2  10-04 

3  10*91 


Ablf.— The  Prices  quoted  in  the  Halifax  Price-Cunent  are  reduced  to 
sterling  money  by  deducting  10  per  cent. ;  5  per  cent  is  taken  off  for  the  duty* 
The  American  dolUr  is  taken  at  iu  sterling  value  of  4s.  3]d.  It  appears 
from  this  table  that  the  average  of  the  London  prices  exceeds  those  of 
Hali&x  by  little  more  than  9  per  cent. :  that  the  Halifax  prices  exceed  the 
New  York  prices  by  60  per  cent. :  the  London  the  New  York  by  neaf  75 
per  cent.:  and  the  Loudon  the  Amsterdam  by  76  par  cent 
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«9«  EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS : 

ft  Aprfl  183tt*  No.  7.— >A  Statement  ahowing  the  Avenge  Me  Price  of  the  follownig 
.»—  Artides  of  Indien  Produce,  for  the  fifteea  Tem  ending  with  1828-29. 

MmCnmefmi. 


YfiAHS. 

Tea. 
per  lb. 

Sugir, 
percwt. 

nrr" 

CottgaWooL 
per  Ik 

Saltpetxe. 
pcrcvc. 

8.     d. 

8.    d. 

i. 

«.     d. 

M.      d. 

1814-16  .... 

3    4-53 

58     8 

w* 

1     2i 

89    6 

1815-16.... 

3     1-23 

49     1 

10* 

0  UJ 

87    0 

1816-17  .... 

2  11-63 

52     0 

8i 

1  1} 

57    S 

1817-18.... 

3    0-78 

49    0 

8* 

1    0 

40    6 

1818-19.... 

3    0*23 

49  10 

8* 

OllJ 

41    S 

1819-20.... 

2    9-16 

40    7 

7 

0    8i   H 

36    • 

1820^1  .... 

2    9-43 

34    0 

6* 

0    6 

28    5 

1821.22.... 

2  10-19 

25     6 

7 

0    5J 

25    7 

1822.23.... 

2    9-94 

31     6 

r 

0    6 

26    0 

1823^.... 

2  10*31 

30    0 

6 

0    6i 

25    6 

1824^5.... 

2    9*94 

26    0 

&i 

0    5i 

21    6 

18^.26. ... 

2    8-51 

35    0 

6* 

0    6J    . 

25    8 

1826-27.... 

2    6-40 

30    0 

H 

0    H 

22    • 

1827.28.... 

2    4-56 

33    0 

4 

0    4 

23  11 

1828^9.... 

2    3-97 

35    0 

8 

0    4J 

23    6 

ABSTHACT. 


Tm 

Sugar  . . . 
Pepper  . 
Cotton.., 
Saltpetre . 


Fall  of  Price 
In  5  Veen. 


Per  Cent. 
10 
15 
46 
19 
53 


InlOYeua. 


Per  Cent 
14 
48 
61 
54 
71 


lDl5Vei 


Percent 
30 
40 
80 
68 
73 


NoU»^Vqi  the  first  six  years,  Mr.  Tooke*s  Book  on  High  and  Low  Prices, 
Ix)n(Ion,  1824.  The  quotations  there  given  are  from  Prince's  fxmdoo 
price- Current.  For  the  last  nine  years,  the  average  sales  at  the  India 
HoQse,  from  the  accounta  laid  before  Ptoliament  from  1820  to  1829. 


BCT  COMMITTEE  of  thi  HOUSF.  OF  COMMONS. 

ImAYlTE  STATEMim'  of  the  QnaotJtkt  of  Tm  «zpoit«d  hwa  Orest  BnC&in 
■Ad  tJie  Uait«d  8t»let  df  Atnerici,  la  tti«  Yev  11^37, 


l««. 


r*» 


ft  Moroeeo  ttp** 


UDiml 


83 


333 

m 

49 
434 
3»5 


4,1^ 

m 

479 
Si 


Idiaa  liland*    .. 
■di • 

E? -' -/|   '" 

■c .P,,....|         494 

^iiitri»ii  Colonial  ^,178 

ifiM- ---  38,319 


1,787 


Ip  W«it-lD||i«i  ..  I      ^* 


^oiidti»a  #*c»4* 


?■ 

IV^*-M 


r 


.*£. 


161 


»M17 

85,393 

2!»2,150 

2.8B9 

^809 

«18 

7im 

[  ^0^98 


1,S2S 
1,3«^ 

]»41€ 


62f 

t,25e 


VeUbBA 


mwMxnnw, 


1 


Prohibited. 


A  matiopol;  iri  Denmark. 

—        Supplied  with  Dutdi  and 
749,724     AiDCficui  tcwi  thnjitgli 

83,862     tJie  Netlwrlandj. 
291,837 

2,896 
2,ei4 
5€9 

214,134 
lN,33a 

M€3 

Eait^rrHik  CoiitpaiiyV 

1,334  *^' 

7.185 

Open  tiid«« 

Amerieaai  bare  «ciin«» 
times  cxiMited  t«i« 
from  tbete. 
153  ghipt*  iCoroi. 
1,220 


- 1 


1,0^0  —        1  Ewt^Indui  G«0pmy'i 

700  *-      [/     n)oiiofM?ly« 

U0€7  1,M7j 

100,505  100,505 


iO.377 
1,445 

V^ 
«0,fil4 

7,oe« 

1 5^151 
458 


10p2S7 
1,445 

$jm 

80,427 

7,086 

t5,04t 

45i' 


B5.0f3  1,$S€^417V7 1,334 


^?tml  Sturmenl  <fl  the  Importi  md  ZnpatU  of  the  pttneiiiil  ArtictH  of 
I         ^RiU'd  Kin^dam  and  the  iev«nil  Fowif-  '^-^^  »-' 

red,  hy  Tlic  Ifouw  of  ComtnOn*  ♦«  N 
lie  Uiiitod  Qmrn  fof  liM  Tw 
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EFiDENCEON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

iob  9.— CoMTAKATrTE  SrATSMXNT  of  tbe  Total  ImportBtkni  nd  Be- 

exportatioai  ^  tbc  United  Kioigdoin,  of  the  roUowinp  Ankles  of  Cbiiieae 
uid  Indko  Praduoe«  fof  the  S«  T*ai^  e riding:  -Mh  JjtULiary  1829.--(iS» 
**£tot-l]a&  Tkwle»"  Oideied  by  tbe  House  of  Commont  to  be  printed, 
fcHi  1824  to  1829.) 


^  :  REUAJULS. 


I  chttiYeiy  prodoctioM 
100  ofChiiia»aiidof  these 

I  it  ap pilars  chat  lAne- 

I  fvvrthif  of  ihe  iuipoKi 

too.  have  lM?en  re^eiport- 

j  ed.      Of  coflee  (Afw* 

i  JbvrthM  of  the  im  poitl 

^^1  Jiftv*  also  been  ir-«i- 

ported.   Of  sug^<»*^ 

thirdf  aiid  of  the  three 

Isst-named*     ertidei 

j  foU  oneOui^.    Of  tee 

lOO'  '^**^      re-exportatioM 

have  coTisisted  of  Btiie 

more  then  one  per 

cent.,  end  tide  smsll 


Rhaberb. 
Coffee  ••• 


l,23f,754  791,629    64 

I  i 

2,888,144'  2,230,066^   77 

399,495  310,463    77 

i  i 

32,717,840  24,936,527,  76 

I  I    ■ 

1,610,541  554,680.  34 


100  ^ 


Cotton  wool,  As.'126^445^70 


Ind%o*i 
Pepper 


61,492,222 


39,957,624 


48 


20,381,264    51 


! 

47,302,767  25,127,715!   53 


100 

eitherof  ships'  stone 

100  or  exports  to  eoloeiei 

wiiere  the  East-Indis 

inn  ^^<>™I»ny    ^i^  » 
**"'l  monopoly. 


No.  10.— SrEnnc  Dtties  on  Teas  in  the  United  States,  France,  and  the 
Netherlands,  with  the  (id  Fohr^m  Duty,  tecki)ii^<i  on  the  ayerage  price  of 
Teas  at  New  York,  for  the  ten  jears  ending  with  1829, 


CJNITieD  STATfiS. 

FRANCE 

LANDS, 

1 
1 

teas; 

'       IS 

1! 

4 
I 

1 

1 

3 

ia:MAE£IL 

Bohem 

Congo 

SoucboDf ,  . . 
Hyson  Skin.. 
Young  Hyson 
Hyson  .,*-■* 
Gftnpowder.. 
Ifflpensl  « •  •  • 

0    9-53 

0  8*44 

1  5-69 

1  680 

2  3  83 

2  818 

3  4-64 
3  174 

0  6-21 

1  0  93 
I   0-93 
I   2*49 
1    870 

1  870 
a  1-87  , 

2  1-87 

64 

153 

73 

77 

74 

63 
65 

7'2S 
f'25 
7'25 
7Z5 
7-25 
7^25 
7*25 
7-25 

75 

1 
85 

40 

38 
1       ' 
|26 

23 

17 

18 

1-27 

2  19 
2^19 
3*19 
219 
219 
2*19 

13  ! 

IS 

13 
11 

6 
5 

H 

In  tutsans 
the  foreign  mo- 
ney to  sterline^ 
the  Amerksa 
dollar  U  tj^m 
*tU3cf79,*# 
k&in:  at  9d^ 
and  the  floria 
td^0d4.  The 
F^rench  aod 
Dutch  potm4 
or    half    kQo- 

Sen    ut   7»m 

SELECT  COMMITTEE  or  thb  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
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Na  11.— OoMPAEATiTB  Statbicsnt  of  tbe  CootoniptSoa  of  Great  Britrio»  S  April  1830. 
die  lAiited  fliitet  of  America*  and  France,  in  Comif  tor  the  Eleven  — 

Yean  endiofwitli  1838.  Mn  Cm^krd, 

1 Spf- 


YEARS. 


I 
GiMtBrttafai.  United  StttM. 


1818... 
1819... 
1830... 
1821... 
1823... 
1823... 
1824... 


NOTK. 


&§.  At. 

7,967,857  19,199,403 
7,429,352  20,825,869 
6,8!^6,286  13,291,875 
7,327,283 
7,404,204 
6,209,245 
7,993,040 


I 


Off.        I    Forthecontump- 

14,951,684  tioo  of  Great  Bri- 

14,583,707  tain,iee*«Cnrtome 

17,868,991  "»<!    Exciie    Du- 

15,965,237|  J^0»  tie^"  ordered    by 

14,282,9821  'iivii::,ir  ,  the  House  of  Com- 

1 8,603,330-  \^MU  n ,  J:i 4  mont  to  be  printed 

20,368,450  22,{;04,4:>^:  19th    June    1829. 

1835 10,766,112  22,357,721    16,4^1.410  For    that   of    the 

1826 ;  12,724,139'  26,449,356'  \7,bt%mn  United         Statet, 

1827 !  14.974,378'  31,895,217   22,060,;i.^  "Report!   of  the 

1828 ,  16,522,423  37,258,879   20,521,883  Secretaiy   of    th« 

I    I I .  Trea»ury  to  Con- 

i  i [  gresi;**  andforthat 

7,404,996;  16,713,073    16,723,524  of  France,   "  Ta- 

I  j  lUeau   G^fltel  du. 

11,864,889  26,155,492   19,547,982,  Commerce    de   la 

I  iFhmoe  a 

Coloniea 


Aveiaget  of  firat  I  ' 

•▼e  jean.. ..  j  • 

Ditto  of  left  tiz)  ! 


<  60  per  cent. 


,!. 


56  per  cent '16  per  cent. '  5*'*T^ 
I  gerM' 


et     lea 


No.  13.~SrEcinc  Dunsi  on  CorriE  In  the  United  States,  France,  th« 
Kedierlanda,  and  Great  Britain,  with  the  Ad  Valocem  Duty,  calculated 
OB  the  Bond  Price  at  New  Yorii  in  1829. 


UnltnlSteUi. 

FruMA    ; 

Chail 

Mtefai. 

V 

! 

1 

DatT- 

1« 

rf 

t 

A           d 

i 

\l 

& 

j 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Duty 

1 

> 

3 

1 

3 

4 

J 

A 

1 

1 

d. 

d. 

1 

3 

I 

% 

d. 

d. 

M.d. 

Cuba   3-62  2-58    71 

4-59 '  126 

•36 

9 

BnsO '4-14  2-58!  62 

4*59 1 110 

•36 

8 

FbrtoRico..  4-65  2-58    55 

4-59     98 

•36 

7 

LaGidia....  3-62  2*58    71 

4-59 :  126 

•36 

9 

at  Domingo. 414  2-58    62 

4-59;  110 

•36 

8 

JaTU. '5-43  2-58]  47 

4-591    84 

•36 

6 

9 

ins 

1  tf  mi 

Jamaica  ....!4-65  2-58    55  |4-59     98 

1        1                1 

•36 

7 

6 

129 

I  0|  358 

hk  reducing  the  forrign  monej  to  iteritng^  the  American  doUar  ia 
■t  4»  3A  A,  the  ftape  at  9<1  jft,  and  the  ilorin  at  20d.^.    The 
and  DiifeS  pound,  or  half  Idlognunme,  ia  tahen  at  7,717  f 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS-: 


^8 

S  April  lB3iL  V^  ISr-CmiFABATiVB  BTATtMBn  otf  the  CuMuuiplkia  ptr  bfltdofTet 

_  nd  Coffee  m  Greet  Britnn,  Vtmoott  end  Ae  Uniled  StetiBe  of  Aneiiem 

Mil  CWn^fav^     teken  on  tbe  aven«e  of  the  Four  Toen  ending  with  1827»  on  an  Eoli. 

Sm^  nHleof  aPdpiilitionof  17iniIli(MiBliorGreBtBritiin,or  32  milfi^ 

nwce^andof  12niilIkniifortbeUnitedStitM0f  .' 


Hait.'^'^  Cottomf  end  Eidee  Dotiei,"  Oitaed  bj  tbe  Hooee  of  Con- 
■QnitobepiinCed.l9tliJiinel839.  <'Lettenof  SecretuyofthelYeesnijt*' 
printed  bj  Older  of  Congren.  **  Tibleao  GMnI  dn  Oommctoe  de  In  Riaoe 
•fee  Mf  Colonies  ct  les  Poiwncen  toeogdiet."  llieie  axe  no  detm  for  tbe 
eoumnption  oC  tee  In  Fhnce  for  tbe  ymn  giren  in  the  Statement,  bat  the 
■fcnge  eonsnmption  for  tbe  four  yeen  ending  with  1888;  waebat252;430fti. 


No.  14^-CoicpAmATiTi  SxATXMBiiT  of  the  Duty  on  Tea  end  on  Britidi 
Plantation  Coffee  at  different  periods  firom  1789;  the  specific  Duty  upon 
tbe  btter  article  being  conyerted  into  an  ad  vdormt  from  the  aTemge  Sale 
Prices  of  the  Commodity  in  Bond. 


YKABS. 


1789  < 
1795. 
1806. 
1819. 
1829. 


Datyonl 


12j^  per  cent 

20       — 

96  — 
100  .— 
100       — 


DetfonCoObe. 


103  per  cent. 
146       — 
139       — 
149       — 
121        -. 


Duty  on 
higher  thai  v 
onToifbf 


90(  per  cent 
126        — 
43        — 
49        — 
21        — 


NoUj^**  Customs  and  Exdse  Duties,'*  Oideied  by  tbe  House  of  Cobh 
mons  to  be  printed,  Jane  1829.-* '<  Toobe,  on  Hirii  and  Low  Prices.** 
^  London  New  Price  Cmiailv"  November  20tfa,  18^. 
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EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS; 


5  April  1830.   No.  15  (B). — Comparative  Statement  of  the  Prices  of  the  East-Indit 

Company's  and  American  Teas,  reckoned  upon  the  Quantity  sold  at  the 

John  Crawfurd^     East-India  Company's  Sales,  for  the  Ten  Years  ending  with  1828-9.     See 
JBiy.     ^^      New  York  Price- Currents,  Paper  No.  15 ;  and  No.  41  of  "  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  Finances  of  India,  and  the  Trede  with  India  and  China." 
Fehruary  1830. 


YEARS. 

QiumUtiok 

B.  I.  Company*! 
SalePriMT 

American 
Sale  Price. 

£xceaiorCam' 
panj's  Price. 

lbs. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1819-20 

25,960,287 

3,584,986 

1,543,888 

2,041,098 

1820.21 

26,095,234 

3,626,193 

1,486,849 

2,139,344 

1821-22   

28,024,362 

3,987,286 

1,759,548 

2,227,738 

1822-23 

27,599,886 

3,899,416 

1,881,607 

2,017,809 

1823-24. ...•• 

27,632,044 

3,903,594 

2,234,016 

1,669,578 

1824-25 

28,467,160 

4,010,051 

2,295,296 

1,714,755 

1825-26 

29,433,211 

3,977,802 

2,161,101 

1,816,701 

1826-27 

29,279,613 

3,702,839 

2,695,974 

1,006,865 

1827.23 

29,687,856 

3,516,720 

2,199,264 

1,317,456 

1828-29 

30,102,217 

3,497,345 

2,329,397 

1,167,948 

Totals  .... 

282,281,870 

37,706,232 

20,586,940 

17,119,292 

Average  .. 

28,228,187 

3,770,623 

2,058,694 

1,711,929 

NoU. — The  kinds  of  tea  respectively  consumed  by  ourselves  and  by  the 
Americans  differ  so  much,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  institute  a  com- 
parison, in  all  respects  accurate,  between  them.  In  the  Canton  price- 
currents  the  teas  called  Congo,  Campoi,  and  Twankay,  are  invariably  quoted 
at  the  same  prices,  and  on  an  average  are  seven  per  cent,  under  the  price  of 
Souchong.  The  teas  thus  named  form  the  bulk  of  our  consumption ;  and 
to  meet  any  objection  as  to  quality  between  the  Company's  teas  and  those  of 
the  Americans^  I  have  considered  all  the  teas  in  question  as  of  equal  value 
with  the  America  Souchong.  The  diminution  in  the  excess  of  the  Conn 
pany*s  prices  beyond  those  of  the  Americans  in  the  latter  years  of  the  state- 
ment, arises  fironq  two  circumstances, — a  ris^  in  the  price,  and  probably  in 
the  quali^  of  the  American  Souchong  tea,  upon  a  comparison  with  which 
the  great  bulk  of  the  Company's  teas  is  reckoned ;  and  a  fell  in  price  in  the 
Company's  teas,  without  a  Gorresponding  increase  of  consumption. 
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V<^  Id«— Account  of  the  Purchase  and  SaJe  of  tlie  East- India  Coropmny'i   5  April  1830. 
IttyeatmeoU  of  Tea  Cor  Four  Venn.  


1821-22. 
J  622.23. 


TopHmeooflt  of  110»247,443lba.  of  Cet, 

?urchas^   at    Canton  in   the  aeaaoni 
819-20  to  11122.23,  both  indiiaive  * . . . 
-^  ttiarief  end  table  ejq>ensea  of  the  6io> 

—  other  charge!  in  Chimi 

^diaffet  in  Cn|rLand  ..  ..^. .... ...... 

*—  Jhkight  and  demumge  ..••••..••..*. 

~^  intereit  ...• •••**•., 

<— in«uimnoe «... 

^  \om  ttiftalned  by  the  Cooapany  on  tlii 
occasion  of  the  fire  at  Canton  1 822.  • , . 

Balance  in  Compvi/i  farour  «••«*•#* 


7,551,331 

3d3,433 
223,363 

y  1 7.04  4 

2,U2,U67 

V3«,237 

233.54  (« 

380.133 


12;n5454 
3,M  1,229 


jfl5,35MB3 


By  tate  of  104,084,203  tbi.  4if  tea  lit  the 
yean  182U22  to  1824.25,  inclufive  .. 

^  proportion  of  eotts  mid  climrgee  upon 
6,163,240lba.  of  tea^  being  theeic«a»of 
the  piuchaaes  above  tbe  sales 

Sale  price  per  lb.  2a.  Sd.  £ 

The  aYeiw  aaJe  price  on  the  four  yeart 
aa  ptvm  in  No.  42  of  Pkpera  rvladng  to  tlie 
Fmancea  of  India,  Sec.  b  2f.  10<i  09,  a 
differeoee  of  ^  of  a  penny* 

By  Balance  ui  favour  of  the  Company, 
£2,641,229. 


Of. 
14,645,559 


710^824 


£15,356,383 


,  JVof*. — The  documents  from  which  the  account  is  drawn  are  the  foHowing : 

',  Aceonni*  relating  to  thu  Tea  Trade,"  ordered  by  the  Ilouie  of  Commons 

lifl  frfsted,  Mth  May  1B24,  Nos.  2,  4,  and  6.     **  Papers  reliitirc  to  tlie 

■  between    India  and    China,'*    4th  June  1829,  Noa.  Iti,  17,  31,  32 

133. 

Aecofding  to  this  account,  the  annnal  profit  of  the  Company  on   tern 

[  to  1824-5  was  jC(>60,;>07,  from  which  would  hsve  to  be  disbursed  thtt 

:  on  the  bond-debt,  and  Uie  dividends  on  ^tcKrk,  which  on  the  four 

1821.2  to  ie2V5  amounted,  per  annum,  to  £777,^50,  (lepers 

to  the  Finances  of  India,  &c.    No.  '21,    February  1830)  leaving, 

e,  a  deficiency  of  £1 1 7,2'I3.     The  only  defective  item  in  llie  account 

the  freight,  which  is  evidt-ruly  under-rated;    because  from  the   whole 

— nt  of  it,  given  in  the  Parliamentary  documents  (Papers  relating  to  the 

\  with  India  and  China,  June  lH2^^  Nos.  1'},  17.  and  31 J  the  propor- 

I  deducted  from  the  tonnage  returning  from  India  with  cargoes  i«  taken 

the  aame  rate  aa  the  tonnage  returning  from  China.     Now  nearly  the 

bole  tonnage  employed  in  conveying  tea  to  England  con^^Uu   tA  large 

tips,  at  the  highest  rates  of  freight,  and  especial !>'  includes  the  Company^s 

4  c 
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5  April  ^^^-  ^^'^  f^^ip^  ^>e  iDost  expetisire  of  any;  wfa«reft8  in  the  IndiMi  tonntge  i 
number  of  vessels  taken  up  «t  low  ratea  of  freight  are  comprehended.     For 

Mn  Crttufurdf  exnmple,  the  East- India  Company,  within  the  period  indiided  la  the 
account,  received  tenders  for  between  24,000  and  25,000  Icina  of  Bbippioc^ 
and  took  up  what  they  wanted  at  £8.  4s.  Bd*  per  ton.  fMmutCg  of  En* 
dence  before  the  Committee  of  Lords  on  the  Trade  with  Indm  and  Ouna, 
1820  and  1821,  page  158,)  wliile  they  wer«  paying  on  the  average  of  their 
sliips  from  China,  exclosive  of  demuirage  i^21«  LU.  l<f.  (an  Account  of  tlie 
Rate  of  Freight  per  ton  paid  by  the  East-India  Company  from  China  on 
the  average  of  tlie  wliole  tonnage  of  the  years  1*^22  and  1823 — East- India 
Hou^e,  26th  April  1624.)  Were  the  necessary  dcdnctton  made  on  this 
account,  tlie  profits  on  tlte  tea^trade  would  certainly  not  be  adequate  to  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  on  tlie  capital  stock  alone,  which,  on  th«  afcnge 
of  the  four  years  referred  to,  amoimted  to  £629,539  per  annum.  It  is 
olmoui  that  the  payment  of  tlie  dividends  and  of  the  interest  of  the  bond* 
debt  must  fall  exdusirely  on  the  profits  of  the  tea,  beoiusetbeic  are  no  other 
Gomtnencial  profits,  a  fiiet  wiiidi  can  be  e^lained  in  a  very  few  worda.  The 
Company's  exports  from  China,  besideit  tea,  were  always  trifling  in  amount; 
and  the  pro3t,  if  any,  of  course  iiifiing  nko.  Of  J  ate  years  they  bave 
ceased  altogether.  With  respect  to  the  imports  into  that  country  from  this, 
tbe  Company  tliemselves  flowed,  and  at  tlie  very  period  to  which  the 
account  refers,  that  there  was  not  only  no  profit,  but  a  loss,  which*  on  an 
average  of  six-and- twenty  years,  amounted  to  Xli668,lCl3  (Minutes  of 
Evidence  on  India  and  China  Trade*  Lords'  Committee,  pag«  118). 
Neither,  it  may  fiiirly  be  supposed,  is  the  India  Trade  carried  on  in  a 
profitable  manner*  We  have  the  Cooipauy's  own  testimony  to  this  effect 
down  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  last  charter,  when  their  accounts  exhibited 
a  loas  of  ;f 355,846  per  luuium  (Papers  relating  to  East- India  AAiirs,  East- 
India  House,  @th  April  1810)*  Nor  is  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that  now, 
with  m6re  numerous  and  active  competitors,  and  a  greatly  diminished  trader 
that  this  branch  of  commerce  can  be  attended  with  a  profit,  however 
trifling. 


No.  10. — CoJiPABATtVE  Statement  of  the  Average  Prices  of  the  Com- 
pany's and  Private  Trade  Teas  imported  in  the  Ships  Macqueen,  George 
the  Fourth^  Marquess  Huntly,  Lord  Lowther,  Castle  Huntly,  Marquesa 
Camden^  and  Or^vell,  as  sold  togetlier  at  the  East- India  Cooinaiif'i 
September  Sale  1829,  ^^' 


£«ttplDdii 

1  Ccmiittif  ■ 

Prirlk^  Tc«. 

DUTettncx  pa  Ilk 

wm€mu 

Gn||M      ■  • 

2 

2'B6 

«.         d, 

2        3-88 

d. 
102 

H 

Twaitkay*  * . . 

2 

2*67 

^      10*14 

7  47 

28 

Hyson 

3 

10*6$    ; 

3      ]  1-32 

0-6$ 

H 

Note.^**  Sale  List,"  by  Jolm  Nicholson  and  Co*,  London. 
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5  Apri]»  1M30. 
ExFLAKATiOH  oT  the  StatemeaU  nmikcd  No.  20,  ( AO  ud  (B.)  JMm  CVw/vnt, 


It  doet  not  Appear  frora  the  reports  of  the  merdwnti  at  the  ooUporti  that 
tbere  xill  be  azij  ditficultj  in  an  open  trade  in  tea  in  levying  an  aa  timhnm 
duty  upon  it ;  and  the  example  of  cotton  i»  quoted  in  ptioL  A  fpecUie 
dscj  would,  however,  in  all  probabilitf,  be  much  more  convenient;  and 
the  example  of  the  United  Scutes,  which  lias  collected  the  revenue  on  thii 
principle  for  forty  yean,  seems  quite  concluf  ive.  The  tatea  afauoied  in  the 
statement  marked  (B.)  are  calculated  on  the  basLa  of  the  pftaent  ad  valorem 
dntitt,  and  are  aasumed  at  a  high  mtc,  for  the  purpoee  of  giving,  in  the 
fifBtiBilBDoe,  ample  tecunty  to  the  public  revenue.  There  can  be  little 
dodbl,  however,  but  that  a  more  moderate  impoiit  would  be  more  pro- 
ductive. Even  in  the  United  States  of  America  the  duties  are  coniidered 
hf  the  statesmen  of  that  country  as  much  too  high,  as  may  be  teen  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  in 
18W :  **  The  use  of  tea  has  become  so  general  throughout  the  United 
ftateat  as  to  rank  almost  as  a  necessary  of  Tifo.  When  to  this  we  idd  thai 
thcfe  b  no  rival  production  at  home  to  be  foeteied  by  leaiening  the  amount 
of  Ita  importation,  the  duty  upon  it  may  s^elf  be  regarded  at  too  Mgh. 
Upon  tome  of  the  varieties  of  the  article  it  considerablv  eaeeeds  iCN)  per 
and  is  belieVed  to  be  generally  above  the  level  which  a  true  policy 
t  out.  A  moderate  reduction  of  the  duty  would  lead  to  an  increased 
option  of  the  article^  to  an  extent  that,  in  all  probability,  would  in 
Ite  cud  benefit  lather  tluin  injure  the  revenue.  Its  tendency  would  he  to 
our  trade  In  esports  to  China ;  a  tiade  of  progressive  value,  as  our 
t  and  other  articles  of  home  production  (a^idc  from  specie)  are  more 
!  entering  into  it.  It  would  cause  more  of  the  trade  in  teas  to 
I  in  our  own  ports,  the  present  rate  of  duty  driving  our  tea-stiips  iK)t 
vnfreqnently  to  seek  their  markets  in  Europe,  not  in  the  form  of  re-expor^ 
teticyna,  but  in  the  direct  voyage  from  China,  It  would  also  serve  to  di- 
'  1  the  risk  of  the  United  States  ultimately  losing  any  portion  of  a  trade 
)  fmluable,  through  the  policy  and  regulations  of  other  nationa," 

t  even  with  the  high  duty  which  la  propoaed  in  Sketch  (BJ,  there  will 
t  m.  eoosidenble  saving  to  the  public,  as  may  be  easily  shown.  The  coal  of 
1 30,269,4*J8  lbs.  of  tea  in  iai».29  to  the  public  was  as  follows,  via. 

Sale  price*... ., £S,b27,0h& 

Drty ., 3,515,312 

Total......  ^£7,042,368 

By  Che  duty  proposed  in  the  Sketch,  the  coat  will  stand  thus  : 

Sale  price i:2,35;,047 

Duty    *•   •,..,.. 3,702,436 

Total. ;e6,059p483 


This  will  produce  a  saving  to  the  consumer  of  X!>62,8f)7,  which  in  all 
obability  will  be  laid  out  in  an  additional  purchase  of  tea ;  if  so,  it  will  add 
^Ii22,36(l  lbs.  to  the  present  consumption,  making  the  wliole  42,6111  ,^5Blbe. 
r  the  price  fall  or  rise,  the  public  revenue,  i*ith  upecific  duties,  in 
lae*     Witli  tlie  augmented  consumption  now  Nupposcd^  it  would 
to  the  extent  of  .CI,543,lH:i,  or  amount  in  all  to  XS,24G»34y. 
MTord,  under  the  proposi^d  plan,  the  corttiumption  and  revenue  of  the 
kingdom  in  tea  would  each  be  augmented  by  above  40  per  cent. 
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FIFTH  REPORT. 
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or 
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THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  AFFAIRS 

OP  ^ 

THE  EAST-INDIA  COMPANY, 
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TRADE  BETWEEN  GREAT  DIIITAIN,  thk 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


J(A)U,  29»  die  Aprilu,  18S0. 

James  Cosmo  Melvill,  Esq 592 

Luna,  3^  die  Maij  1830. 
Thomas  Gore  Lloyd,  Esq 620 

J<ms,  e""  die  Maij  1830. 

Captain  John  Mackie 624 

Captain  William  MaxBeld  ,7 636 

Lun€B,  10»  die  Maij  1830. 

Mr.  William  Walford 654 

Mr.  William  Ireland    662 

WUliam  AsteU,  Esq.    667 

Jamei  Coono  Mehrill,  Esq 668 

MartU,  IP  dU  Maij  1830. 

Mr.  John  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Hugh  Hornby  Birley  683 

James  Cosmo  Melvill,  Esq 600 

7(WM,  13^  die  Maij  1830. 
Robert  Rickards,  Esq 709 


FIFTH  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Present  State  of  the  ArrAias  or  the  East-India  Com- 
pany, and  into  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain^  the 
East-Indies^  and  China;  and  to  report  their  Observations 
thereupon  to  the  House ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report 
the  Minutes  or  Evidence  taken  before  diem  from  time  to 
time  to  the  House  ;— 

HAVE  made  a  further  Progress  in  the  Matters  to  them 
referred,  and  examined  several  other  Witnesses ;  the 
Minutes  of  whose  Evidence   they  have  agreed  to  ^ 
report    to   the  House    up  to   the  IStb  day  of  this 
instant  May,  inclusive. 

IS^Alfiy  18S0. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


LuMBt  290  die  ApriHs  1830. 


S9  April  1830, 

/.  C.  M<kUh 

Mi^. 

William  Ward»  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


JAMES  COSMO  MELVILL,  Esq^  Auditor  of  the  East-India 
Company's  Accounts,  again  called  ui^  and  examined. 

4295.  You  are  the  Auditor  of  the  East-India  Company?— 
lam. 

4296.  In  your  situation  of  Auditor,  have  jrou  been  led  to 
consider  the  mode  pursued  by  the  Company  m  coroputmg  the 
upset  price  of  their  teas  ? — The  computation  of  the  upset  price 
of  tea  rorms  no  part  of  the  official  duty  of  my  department ;  but  it 
devolves  upon  me  to  prepare  periodicallpr  financial  views  of  the 
territorial  branch  of  the  Company's  afiairs ;  and  in  the  perfomn 
ance  of  that  duty,  I  find  it  important  and  necessary,  as  fiir  ai 
practicable,  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  all  the  Company'i 
arrangements  of  a  financial  nature,  commercial  as  well  as  poli- 
tical ;  1  i^'ill  therefore  endeavour  to  answer  any  questions  whidi 
the  Committee  may  be  pleased  to  put  respecting  the  upset  price 
of  tea* 

4297.  Will  you  explain  the  principle  upon  which  the  CompanT 
fix  the  upset  price  of  thetr  teas  ? — The  Act  of  the  24  Geo.  IIL 
c.  38,  usually  called  the  Commytation  Act,  precludes  the 
Company  from  putting  up  their  tea  for  sale  at  any  prices  which 
shall,  upon  the  whole  of  the  teas  so  put  up  at  any  one  sale,  ex- 
ceed the  prime  cost  thereof,  with  the  freight  and  charges 
of  importation,  together  witli  lawful  interest  from  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  fiuch  tea  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  common 
premium  of  insurance,  as  a  compensation  for  the  sea  risk  in- 
curred thereon*  The  first  point  that  the  Company  have  to  ccm- 
sider  in  carrying  that  law  into  effect  is,  how  they  are  to  oora- 
putc  the  prime  cost  of  their  teas«  All  the  Company's  consign- 
ments and  remittances  to  China  are  made  entirely  with  a  vieir 
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to,  and  do  in  fact  terminate  in,  supplying  their  treasury  at  29ApriU830 
Canton  with  funds  for  llie  provision  of  tea.  The  course  of 
proceeding  which  the  Company  adopt  each  season  is  this :  tJ»ey 
first  take  a  view  of  the  stale  of  the  market,  and  of  the  probable 
demand  for  tea,  and  accorJing  to  that  view  frame  tlieir  indent 
for  a  quantity  of  tea  to  be  brought  from  China  sufficient  to  keep 
up  a  year's  consumption  beforehand,  as  re(|utred  by  law*  and 
estimate  the  probable  cost  of  that  tea  in  tales.  The  next  step 
U  to  provide  the  means  of  paying  for  the  tea*  With  that  view 
they  buy  cotton  in  India  for  consignment  to  China,  which  is 
paid  for  in  rupees  received  in  reimbursement  of  f^unig  disbursed 
m  sterlings  on  account  of  that  portion  of  the  tt-rritoriul  charges 
of  India  which  is  incurred  in  England.  They  direct  the  super- 
cargoes to  receive  dollars  in  China  in  exchange  for  bills  upon 
India,  which  are  paid  in  rupees,  received  in  like  manner.  Tliev 
purchase  British  manufactures  for  consignment  to  China,  whicli 
are  of  course  paid  for  in  sterling.  A  very  small  portion,  about 
one-sixteenth  of  the  whole,  in  1828-?),  was  provided  by  bills 
drawn  in  China  upon  the  Company  in  London.  The  prime 
cost  of  the  tea  brought  to  England  under  these  arrangement* 
if  the  sum  expended  in  sterling  in  providing  the  tales  with 
which  the  tea  was  bought,  including  freight  and  charges  upon 
die  outward  consi^ments,  which  are  in  iact  remittances,  and 
u[>on  the  homeward  investment  of  tea. 

4298,  Does  it  also  include  the  charge  of  interest  ?^ — Interest 
forms  a  necessary  part  of  the  charges.     Tlie  Company,  as  mer- 
chants, are  entitled  to  charge  interest  from  the  date  of  expend- 
ing the  money  In  making  the  remittances  until  the  period  when» 
T  they  were  free  from  the  restriction   of  the   Commutation 
kct|  they  would  be  in  the  situation  to  sell  the  tea*     That  Act* 
:>wever,  restraint  the  Company  from  selling  their  tea  imme- 
ately  upon  its  arrival,  by  rccmiring  that  they  should  keep  a  con- 
derable  stock  on  hand  ;  and  in   order  that  they  may  suffer  no 
!  on  that  account,  it  is  provided  that  the  Company  shall  add 
the  prime  cost  of  the   tea  lawful  interest  from  the  time  of 
arrival  in   Great  Britain.     Combining,  therefore,  ordinary 
e»a8  respects  interest  being  included  m  the  invoice  charges, 
the  parliamenUry  enactment,  the  upset  price  of  the  tea 
bould  include  interest  from  the  time  of  the  firist  expenditure  to 
be  time  when  the  sale  proceeds  of  tlie  teas  are  realized. 

4299p  You  state  that  interest  is  charged  from  the  date  when 

money  is  expended  in  providing  funds  for  the  purchase  of 

tea  ;  is  that  the  principle  upon  which  you  charge  interest? 

^That  is  the  principle  which  regulates  the  Company's  charge 

f  interest.     The  amount  of  the  charge  is  not  mmutely  ascer* 

ined  from  year  to  year ;  but  1  Iiave  taken  out  the  particulars 

'  the  year  1828-9^  which  ii  that  of  which  the  Committee  liavc 

~  a  statement  of  tiie  items  of  the  upset  prices,  and  I  have 
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39  April  1830.  ascertaioed  that  the  Company's  charge  for  interest,  although 
regulated  upon  the  principle  which  I  have  explained,  falls  short 
of  what  it  would  be  upon  an  actual  computation. 

4300.  Will  you  explain  upon  what  data  you  go  ? — The  invoice 
charge  of  interest  upon  the  outward  consignments  from  England 
is  six  months,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  the  proceeds  of  tltese 
consignments  in  the  last  year,  1828-9^  were  not  realized  for  ten 
months  upon  an  average.  Again,  the  charge  which  the  Com- 
pany make  of  interest  under  the  Commutation  Act  is  for 
eighteen  months,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  the  average  period 
that  the  tea  is  in  warehouse  here  is  twenty  months, 

4301.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  funds  required 
for  the  purchase  of  tea  in  China  is  raised  by  bills  in  India,  or 
by  consignments  of  merchandize  from  India? — The  whole  por- 
tion remitted  from  India  amounts  to  about  two-thirds  of  the 
whole,  including  consignments  of  merchandize  from  India  to 
China,  as  well  as  bills  drawn  from  China  upon  India, 

4302.  That  proportion  which  has  been  raised  by  being  re- 
mitted from  India  being  raised  in  dollars  in  exchange  for  rupees, 
how  is  the  sterling  value  of  the  rupees  calculated? — At  the 
intrinsic  par  of  the  rupee,  computing  the  value  of  fine  silver 
at  the  old  mint  standard  of  5s*  2<L  an  otmce. 

4303.  But  there  is  at  present  no  such  standard  in  silver  ? — I 
am  perfectly  aware  of  that  circumstance*  The  stajidard  in  tJus 
country  being  gold,  there  is  no  such  standard  as  5£*  2d*i  nor  can 
there,  I  apprehend,  be  any  accurate  standard  for  silver  but  die 
market-price,  in  a  country  where  the  standard  is  goliL 

4304.  Wliat  is  the  market-price  of  silver  at  present  ?— 
4^.  lid*  an  ounce. 

4305*  The  market  value  appears  then  to  be  Sd.  per  ounce 
less  than  the  amount  observed  in  the  Company*8  caJculatioDS, 
has  not  there  been  an  over  valuation  in  your  computation  of  the 
tale  to  that  extent  ? — If  the  Committee  were  to  restrict  their 
view  to  the  two  or  three  last  years,  undoubtedly  there  would 
appear  to  have  been  an  over- valuation  of  the  tale  in  that  respect; 
but  in  former  years  of  the  present  charter  the  market  price  of 
silver  considerably  exceeded  the  old  mint  standard  of  5«.  2d*, 
and  I  have  ascertained  that  upon  an  average  of  all  the  years  since 
IB14-I5,  there  is  only  a  fractional  difference  between  the  Talue 
of  the  rupee  at  the  market  price  and  at  the  old  standard. 

4306.  Then,  from  your  statement,  it  would  appear  that  upon 
an  average  of  years  there  has  not  been  any  over-valuation  of 
the  tale  by  the  system  the  Company  have  observed  of  bringing 
the  rupees  into  dollars? — That  is  what  I  meant  to  say;  and  I 
would  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Board  of  Control,  acting  upon 
the  authority  given  to  them  by  Parliament,  compel  the  Com- 
pany to  credit  the  Indian  territory  with  the  rupee  at  more  than 
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12  per  cent,  above  the  old  standard  of  5s.  2d,^  whidi  valuation  29  April  1830. 

being  one   to  which  the  Company  as  advised  are  bound  by  law         

to  submit,  Uiey  would  have  been  perfectly  justified  in  applying  •'*  C^  MHnU, 
to  their  transactions  with  China. 

4307.  That  being  the  case,  how  do  you  account  for  their  not 
having  proportionately  increased  the  ufjset  price  of  tea  ? — The 
Company  have  never  acquiesced  in  the  rates  of  exchange  pre- 
scribed by  the  Board,  but  have  persevered  up  to  the  present 
time  in  earnestly  remonstrating  against  the  obsen'ance  of  those 
ratea^  and  in  entreating  a  revision  of  lliem.  The  China  accounts 
are  not  legally  within  the  control  of  the  Board  ;  and  thereforei 
although  the  Company  must  submit  to  ilie  loss  by  this  exchange, 
yet  they  have  been  unwilling  to  give  the  least  sanction  to  Uie 
nUes  by  introducing  tliem  into  tlie  valuation  of  the  tale  in  com- 
pmiDg  the  cost  of  tea,  the  more  efpecially  as,  if  they  lind  done 
w>,  it  would  have  had  the  elFect,  which  I  trust  I  may  iie  per* 
mitted  to  say  the  Company  always  deprecaitfi  of  raiaing  tha 
upset  price  of  tea, 

4308.  Do  not  the  Company  adopt  a  different  mode  of  valuing 
the  tale  in  their  account  of  profit  and  loss  from  that  which  you 
have  explained  with  reference  to  the  up^ei  price  of  tea?— Yes. 
In  their  profit  and  loss  accounts  they  adopt  the  fixed  rate  of 
St.  Sd.  as  a  medium  rate;  and  the  Committee  will  see  tliat  the 
Company  are  compelled  to  use  a  different  rate  in  this  account, 
as  the  effect  of  the  Board's  rates  must  be  adjusted  in  the  profit 
and  loss.  With  respect  to  this  old  rate  of  6«i.  8</.,  I  find  that  it 
was  recognized  in  the  year  17B1,  in  a  paper  appended  to  Uw 
Ninth  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com  mom 
on  East-India  AfPairsi  being  a  Re|K>rt  from  a  Committee  of 
East-India  Proprietors,  adopted  by  tlic  General  Court,  which, 

^with  the  permi«sion  of  the  Committee,  as  it  explains  the  view 
rbich  was  then  taken  of  what  constituted /jnW  cost^  I  will  take 
"be  liberty  of  reading :  **  With  respect  to  merchandize  sent  out 
Irom  England  to  India,  and  merchandize  returned  home  from 
bence,  the  produce  must  vary  according  to  tlie  market  abroad 
ad  at  homc»  and  according  to  the  ideal  value  affixed  to  foreign 
ency,  but  can  only  alTect  the  Coii>pany,  or  be  decided^  oo 
be  following  position ;  for  instance,  suppose  £100  laid  out  in 
broad-cloth  in  England  sells  in  Bengal  for  1/200  current  rupees ; 
'on  this  occasion  the  exchange  be  reckoned  at  2s,  per  current 
Lipee,  the  profit  is  20  per  cent. ;  if  2s.  Sd^f  the  profit  is  S^  per 
ent* ;  again,  if  the  produce  of  1,200  current  rupees  be  laid  out 
I  muslins*  and  theset  when  brought  to  England,  sell  for  jC130t 
produce  of  the  operation,  reckoning  at  2.f.  the  current 
will  be  1,500  current  ru|>€cs,  or  an  apparent  profit  of 
►  per  cent. ;  at  2i.  $d*  the  current  rupi'c  will  be  1,333^^  or  an 
rent  profit  of  only  V3\  per  cent.  But  the  rciil  profit  to  tlie 
company  in  England,  by  comparison  of  first  costs,  will  be  M 


j;  C.  Meieilf, 

EMq, 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

29  April  1B30,  p^r  cent.,  which  is  the  only  point  that  can  be  establishedt  let 
the  discussion  be  carried  on  ever  so  long,  except  that  the  higher 
the  exchange  in  India  the  greater  the  apparent  profit  there,  and 
the  reverse  in  England;  so  that,  for  the  pyrpose  of  the  present 
calculation,  your  Committee  have  adopted  the  Company*s  valua- 
tion ;  viz*  tale  %Sn  8c//'  The  Committee  will  observe,  that  thii 
latter  principle  of  comparing  first  costs  is  that  which  the  Com- 
pany now  adopt.  The  paper  which  I  have  read  was  before 
Parliament  a  short  time  previously  to  tlie  passing  of  the  Commu* 
tation  Act ;  the  clause  in  which  affecting  the  question  of  prime 
cost  was  proposed  by  the  Company  in  the  very  terms  m  which 
it  is  enacted. 

4309,  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  has  been  the 
average  cost  of  the  tale  to  the  Company  since  IB  14,  upon  the 
principle  which  you  have  been  explaining?^ — The  average  cost 
of  die  tale  to  the  Company  since  18M-15,  upon  tlie  principle 
which  I  have  explained,  has  been  6.s.  7'502£/. 

4310,  What  has  been  the  average  rate  per  tale  since  1814  at 
which  bills  have  been  drawn  upon  the  Company  in  England 
from  Canton  ? — The  average  rate  per  tale  at  which  the  Com- 
pany have  been  drawn  upon  from  Canton  since  1814-15  is 
6a'.  8-77f/.  The  Committee  will  sec  that  if  that  principle  had 
been  observed,  the  charge  of  interest  in  the  computation  would 
be  for  twelve  montlis  less  than  that  included  in  the  Company's 
calculation,  because  bills  of  exchange  would  comprise  the  in- 
terest for  that  period ;  but>  on  the  other  hand,  the  Company's 
calculation  includes  charges  that  would  be  incurred  if  suppUes 
were  obtained  by  bills*  Adjusting  both  sides  of  the  calculatioo, 
I  find  that  the  rate  at  which  the  tale  would  have  been  computed 
in  the  upset  price  of  tea,  if  the  bill  of  exchange  rate  had  been 
the  principle  of  computation,  would  have  been  6j*  Sd*  949 
decimals, 

431 L  Do  you  not  consider  that  it  is  the  ordinary  usage  to 
value  the  coin  of  a  foreign  country  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
consignments  to  England  in  sterling  at  the  current  rate  of 
exchange  ?— I  am  perfectly  aware  that  such  is  the  usual  prac* 
tice;  the  principle,  indeed,  seems  quite  clear.  In  ordinary 
cases  it  very  frequently  happens  that  the  cargo  abroad  is  par- 
chased  with  funds  raised  by  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  cost  of 
those  goods  in  sterling  would,  in  such  a  case,  be  the  sterHng 
amount  of  the  bills  ;  but  the  adoption  of  any  such  system  by 
the  Company  in  their  present  circumstances,  even  were  it 
practicable,  would  defeat  the  financial  provisions  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  respect  of  India-  If  the  Company  were  to  buy  their 
teas  by  means  of  bills  upon  themselves,  they  would  have  to  pay 
those  bills  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  teas,  and  then  there 
would  not  be  funds  for  the  territorial  charges  of  India* 

4312.  Will  you  explain  to  tlie  Committee  what  is  the  nature 
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and  Uie  amount  of  those  tcrritoml  cliarges? — They  compriie  39  April  1830. 
the  reimburftement  to  the  public  of  that  portion  of  tJie  expeti* 
diture  of  Great  Britain  which  is  incurred  in  respect  of  His 
Majesty's  troops  serving  in  India*  They  also  embrace  the 
fiirlough  and  retired  allowances-  of  officers  in  the  Company's 
army«  the  cost  of  territorial  stores  sent  to  India,  political 
freight  and  demurrage^  and  also  a  portion  of  the  interest  of  the 
Indian  debt.  The  aggregate  of  those  several  charges  may  be 
stated  to  amounts  upon  the  average,  to  €3,000^)00  per  annum, 
which  is  remitted  by  the  Company  principally  through  tlieir 
India  and  China  trade ;  and  the  Indian  territory  has  the  im- 
portant benefit  of  efiecting  this  remittance  at  advantageous  rates 
of  exchange, 

4313.  In  what  mode  does  the  territory  obtain  this  advan- 
tage ? — The  territory  obtains  this  advantage  by  remitting  the 
three  millions  annually  at  the  Board  rates  of  exchange^ 
2s.  3  'Sic/,  per  sicca  rupee. 

4314.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  proportion  of 
the  remittance  is  effected  tlirough  the  China  trade  ?^ — At  pre- 
sent about  one  million  sterling  per  annum.  It  has  beeot  and 
it  continues   to  be^  tlie  policy  of  the  Company  to  increase  the 

omittances  through  that  mode, 

4315.  At  what  rate  do  the  Company  credit  the  Indian  terri- 
[lory  with  the  sums  so  remitted? — At  2x,  3'84d.  the  sicca  rupee. 

4310.  Instead  of  liAhL^  for  the  reasons  you  have  stated? 
As.  \  id^  is,  I  believe,  the  market  rate  now. 
4317.  Can  you  state    to  the  Committee  what  is  the  present 
ite  of  exchange  in  India  for  bills  upon  England  ? — The  last 

station  1  have  seen  is  U* lid.  per  sicca  rupee. 

4318*  You  have  stated  that  this  remittance  is  at  2^.  Sd,   in- 

of  l#.ll£^.     Is  that  2s,Sd.  put  upon  the  tea  in  computing 

he  upset   price  ? — No ;  the  computation  of  that  part  of  the 

omittance  from  India,  which  aficcts  the  upset  price'' of  tea,  is 

^e,  as  I  have  already  explained,  at  the  old  mint  standard  of 

2d*f  which  values  the  rupee  at  about  2s ^  O^d, 

4319.  Still  would  it  not  appear,  according  to  the  comrvuta- 
on  of  the  rupee  being  valueu  at  2j,  0^/.,  whilst  in   Bengal  the 
■exchange  is  IsAld*^  that  it  is  taken  at  l^d*   beyond  the  real 
rortli  in  Bengal  of  the  rupee? — But  the  Company,  for  the  rea- 
Dns  I  have  already  given,  cannot  extend  their  dralls  upon  them- 
elves  Grom  Bengal  without  defeating  the  Act  of  Parliament  in 
spect  of  the  Indian  charges,  and   the  cost  of  the   Company 
liog  their  rupees  in   Bengal  under  the  system  prescribed  by 
I  Act  much  more  than  accounts  for  that  difference. 

4920.  Can  you  state   to  the  Committee  at  what  rate,  upon 
rafenge,  smcelBU,  the  Company  have  placed  the  tale  in 
f  Chba  by  means  of  bills  upon  India  ?—^s,  lQQ4d, 
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4321.  Can  you  also  state  at  what  rate  by  consignments  of 
merchandize  from  India  ? — 6*.  7*S6rf» 

432^.  It  would  then  appear  that  the  coosignmenta  of  mer- 
chandize have  been  a  much  less  profitable  mode  of  remittance 
than  that  of  bills  ;  how  do  you  account  for  the  Company  having 
continued  to  adopt  that  mode  ? — ^The  rate  I  have  mentioned  for 
merchandize  of  G.s.  I'Md.  includes  freight,  which,  had  the 
fiinds  been  raised  by  bills,  must  have  been  cliarged  upon  the 
tea  \  omitting  freight,  the  cost  of  the  tale  by  consignments  of 
merchandize  from  India  to  China  is  reduced  to  3^.  T-l^d* 

4323,  Then  you  mean  to  state  that  the  upset  price  has  been 
rather  kept  down  than  otherwise  by  the  practice  of  tlie  Company 
in  sending  merchandize  from  India  to  China  ? — Clearly  so  ;  iDd 
encouragement  has  at  the  same  time  been  given  by  the  Company 
to  the  trade  in  an  important  article  of  Indian  produce. 

4324,  Can  you  state  at  what  rate  the  tale  has  been  placed 
in  China  by  consignments  of  British  manufactures  r — At 
7^.  049f/. 

4325,  You  take  the  average  since  1814  ?— Since  1814;  the 
rate  would  be  lower  if  we  took  an  average  for  a  smaller  period 
of  years, 

4326,  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  most  disadvantageous 
mode  which  the  Company  can  adopt  of  providing  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  teas  is  by  sending  British  manufactures? — I  think 
that  must  be  admitted* 

4327*  That  being  the  case,  can  you  explain  why  the  Com- 
pany have  continued  to  adopt  that  mode»  that  being  so  disad- 
vantageous ? — The  Committee  must  of  course  be  aware  that  the 
Company  have  always  from  policy  been  desirous  of  exporting 
the  produce  and  ma  du  fact  urea  of  Great  Britain  to  places  to 
which  they  have  an  exclusive  privilege  of  trading,  and  I  believe 
I  may  say  that  the  Company  have  felt  themselves  under  some* 
thing  of  a  moral  obligation  to  do  so,  Tliis  policy  has  at  dlf* 
ferent  times  been  not  only  sanctioned  but  enjoined  in  the  char- 
ters granted  to  the  Company  and  in  legislative  enactments.  At 
the  period  of  the  last  renewal  of  the  charter,  the  trade  with 
India  being  then  opened,  of  course  the  Company  ceased  to  feel  it 
obligatory  upon  then)  then  to  send  British  manufactures  to  India, 
although  they  determined  not  to  cease  doing  so  until  tl  should 
become  absolutely  necessary.  But  as  they  had  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  trading  to  CJiina^  they  felt  the  force  of  the  old  obli- 
gation still  binding  upon  them,  as  relating  to  exports  to  that 
country  ;  and  it  was  well  understood  between  the  King's  miais^ 
ters  in  18 IS,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Company,  cfalt 
these  exports  to  China  were  to  be  continued,  I  may  add,  till 
when  in  1826  the  Company  found  it  necessary,  from  the  I 
of  the  tradcp  materially  to  restrict  exports  of  British 
tures  to  India^  Mr,  Williams  Wynn^  then  President  of  the 
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Board»  remonstrated  against  that  determination ;  and  as  that  re*  2*J  Apn1  I 
lated  to  exports  to  India,  I  ihlttk  the  Company  were  entitled  to 
condude  that  the  remonstrance  would  have  been  much  more  de- 
cided if  it  had  had  reftrence  to  exports  to  China.  But  indepen- 
dently of  the  policy  which  has  actuated  these  exports  of  British 
luce  and  manufactures,  ft  by  no  means  up|>ears  to  me  that  the 
has  been  valued  more  highly  than  it  would  have  been  if  all 
befundii  for  buying  tea  Jmd  been  provided  in  either  of  the  otlicr 
tlode^;  for  I  cannot  imagine  thtil  the  Compiiny  could  liave  ma- 
ertally  increased  their  supplies  of  cotton  to  India,  or  their  de- 
nand  upon  tlie  Canton  market  for  money  in  excliange  for  bills, 
ithout  immediately  either  lessening  the  value  of  ilie  cotton  \n 
[^hina,  or  raising  the  exchange  for  the  bills.  I  would  further 
ate,  that  in  a  concern  of  so  much  nmgnitndt;  and  importance 
that  of  the  Company's  in  C1iina<,  it  is  necessary  that  tJiey 
[lould  be  secure  against  the  pos«»ib1e  failure  of  funds  there, 
rhich  might  be  the  consequence  of  their  liaving  recourse  to  only 
method  of  remittance*  I'he  Compuny  act  upon  a  syitetn  ; 
ad  I  would  submit  that  one  good  lest  by  w  hicn  that  system 
light  be  tried  would  be,  wltether  the  valuation  of  the  tale*  by 
JJ  the  combined  methods  which  the  Company  have  pursuedi  is 
'  is  not  as  good  for  the  public  as  if  the  Company  had  supplied 
beir  treasury  by  consignments  of  bullion. 

4S28.  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  Committee  what,  upon  the 

tenige  since  1BI4<,  would  have  been  the  cost  of  the  talc,  if  the 

alignments  had  been  entirely  in  bullion  ? — 6s*  6*278c/.,  which, 

Uie  addition  of  the  charges  now  included  in  the  valuation  of 

tale  produced  by  consignments  of  nierchandi/^e  to  China, 

lould  be  increased  to  ik.  I0'490£/.,  which  is  2  98Sd.  in  exceie 

'  the  cost  at  which,  by  the  Company's  combined  operations, 

>  talc  has  been  placed  in  China. 

43^.  Can  you  explain  upon  what  grounds  you  make   this 

lion   which   you  have  just  given   to  the   Committee? — 1 

the  average  market  price  of  dollar  silvtrr  in  London  in  each 

since    1814-15;  I   add  nine  months' interest,  at  the   rate 

e  by  the  Company's  bond  debt  in  England,  insurance  at 

market  rate,  and  one  per  cent-  for  brokerage,  shipping  cx- 

&ei»  and  freight. 

4330.  \Miat  is  the  amount  of  the  insurance  ? — It  has  varied  ; 
was  four  per  cent,  in  the  early  years ;  and  that  which  the  Com- 
ly  now  adopt  is  three  percent. 

4SSL  Do  you  take  that  calculation  from  facts  ? — From  the 
ate  of  sea  insurance  adjudged  every  year  by  the  mercantile  com* 
iiee  at  the  India  House. 

4SS2.  Is  that  upon  bullion? — The  Company  not  being  in  the 
dt  of  exporting  bullion,  the  Committee  do  not  fix  a  separate 
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29  April  1830.  rate  fur  bullion,    I  have  taken  the  rate  for  merchandize*     The 
rate  for  bullion  is,  I  believe,  less  ;  but  the  difference  will  not 
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affect  the  principle  of  the  calculation  I  have  now  submitted.    It 
would  roake  a  small  alteration  in  tlie  d^ree. 

4333*  It  has  been  stated  io  evidence  to  the  Committee  that 
a  very  large  sum,  amounting  to  two  millions  sterling,  might  be 
obtained  in  exchange  for  bills  upon  England,  Da  you  think,  lo 
that  extent,  it  would  be  possible  so  to  obtain  money  in  exchange 
upon  England  ? — Any  opinion  I  can  give  upon  that  point  must 
be  formed  frnm  a  perusal  of  the  official  despatches  of  the  Com- 
pany's Select  Committee  in  China;  and  from  what  they  have  at 
different  times  reported  of  the  state  of  the  money  market  at  Can- 
ton, I  must  be  permitted  to  entertain  very  great  doubts  whether 
so  large  a  sum  as  two  mLlltons  sterling  could  be  raised  by  billf 
upon  England  in  any  one  year,  and  I  am  quite  convinced  that  it 
could  not  be  done  consecutively  from  year  to  year  ;  were  it  other- 
wise, the  rate  of  exchange  would  be  so  enhanced  by  the  demand 
as  to  make  the  talc  much  more  expensive  than  under  the  prefcat 
system*  Besides,  if  the  Company  were  known  lo  depend  on  tbit 
mode  of  supply,  they  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  few  merchanu 
at  Canton,  who  would  have  it  in  thtir  power  to  combine  and 
dictate  the  rate  of  exchange,  which  inconvenience  is  not  merely 
speculative ;  it  is  one  which  the  Company's  servants  in  Chinn 
have  sometimes  mentioned  in  reference  to  their  limited  demands 
for  money  in  exchange  for  bills.  I  would  again  remind  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Company  cannot  grant  the  bills,  or  rather  if  they 
were  to  grant  them  the  law  would  be  defeated. 

4334*  Will  you  explain  in  what  manner  the  law  would  be  de- 
feated ? —  I  refer  especially  to  the  56th  section  of  the  Act  of  tlie 
53d,  which  enacts,  that  a  sum  ecjual  to  the  actual  payments  made 
from  the  commercial  funds  at  home,  on  account  of  territorial 
charges  in  the  year  preceding,  shall  in  each  and  every  year  b€ 
issued  in  India  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Company's  China  or 
India  investment.  The  Company  must  pay  the  demands  upoa 
them  on  account  of  the  Indian  territory,  and  they  could  not  pty 
those  demands  if  they  drew  those  biils* 

4333.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  risk  the  non- 
provision  of  funds  at  Canton,  which  would  be  the  case  i(  the 
exchange  at  Canton  was  exclusively  relied  on? — I  do. 

4336.  Arc  you  aware  that  the  Canton  price-current  states  the 
rate  for  bills  upon  England  P^There  is  such  a  quotation  in  tht? 
Canton  price-current,  but  I  never  heard  of  a  corresponding  quo- 
tation in  the  London  price-current.  It  appears  to  me  that  bilh 
are  generally  created  by  exports  of  produce ;  and  in  this  case  the 
Company,  ivho  are  the  great  exporters  from  China  lo  Europe, 
cannot,  as  I  have  explained,  grant  the  bilJs, 

4337,  I>o  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  regular  excfaangt 
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between  China  and  England  ?  — Bdla  have  certainly  been  drawn  29 . 
to  some  extent.  The  Company  draw  a  flmall  amount.  The 
supercargoest  whose  salaries  are  payable  in  England,  occasion- 
adly  draw.  There  mu^i  be  ship  bills ;  and  I  liave  »c€n  it  stated 
in  evidence  before  thii  Committee,  that  tJic  Americans  have 
lately  raited  funds  in  China  in  that  mode,  though,  if  they  con* 
tinue  to  do  so,  instead  of  importing  dollars»  the  exchange  will 
soon  be  affected, 

4338,  Da  not  you  think  that  the  probability  would  be.  that  there 

waold  be  a  more  regular  exchange  between  England  and  China, 

"*  it  were  not  for  the  Company  s  monopoly,  and  if  a  free  trade 

between  this  country  and  China? — I  think  it  must  be 

Imitted  that  if  the  trade  were  free>  there  would  be  a  regular 

nchange  between  thjM  country  and  China*  as  there  is  between 

^  I  country  and  India*     The  parties  who  engaged  in  that  free 

de  would  not  be  under  any  obligation  to  make  it  a  channel  of 

omittance  from  India^  which  the  Company  are  compelled  to  do* 

^  If  free  traders  to  China  were  able,  through  the  demand  in  India 

for  remittance  to  Europe,  to  buy  their  teas  with  funds  obtained 

[ire  cheaply  than  the  Company  now  obtain  them,  all  such 

ivantage  would  be  derived  at  the  expense  of  India,  because, 

titiless  the  connection  of  this  country  with  India  were  dissolved, 

would  still  have  to  transfer  that  large  amount  of  capital, 

ated  at  jC4|000,0t)0  sterling  per  annum,  (three- fourths  of 

I  is  now  brought  by  the  Company  at  a  favourable  exchange, \ 

lich  must  be  transferred  in  some  way  through  trade,  although 

is  wholly  distinct  from  commercial  returns.     It  appears  to  me 

ftat  this  circumstance  presents  a  formidable  obstacle   to   the 

rth  of  a  profitable  exnort  trade  from  this  country  either  to 

ndia  or  to  China,  and  expJaini  the  difficulty  (which  I  see  stated 

the  evidence  given  to  this  Committee)  or  eflecting  returns  for 

the  exports  of  manufactured  goods  to  India. 

483d.  You  have  stated  before,  that  tlie  average  amount  of 
prinittanee  from  India,  clmrgtd  to  be  paid  in  England  for  stores, 
half-pay,  and  so  on»  aniouiit»to  £3»00t),OUO;  how  do  you  recon- 
cile that  with  your  statement  now,  that  a  remittance  of  jC4|000,iX)O 
would  be  neocMtry ?  — £3,04IO,l>00  is  the goveniment  remittance; 
in  addition  to  that  there  is  an  accumulation  of  private  fortunes, 
mnd  there  are  the  allowances  for  families  in  England  of  persons 
fCfident  in  India,  which  I  estimate  at  £l,000,OCM), 

4340.  On  what  data  do  you  give  that  opinion,  as  to  tho»e 
items  amounting  on  an  average  to  £1,1)00,1)00  sterling  ?  -  I  have 
no  other  data  than  the  opinions  recorded  upon  the  proceedings 
ot  the  Court  of  Directors,  by  persons  who  are  supposed  to  be 
mo#t  conversant  with  Indian  subjects. 

4841.  Are  there  any  recorded  opinions  at  different  times  on 
that  subject  in  the  proceedings  sent  Irom  India  ?-»!  do  not 
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25*  April  1^30,  remember  to  have  seen  any  such  calculations  recorded  upon  the 
r  i-"T7.  »     Indian  proceedings.    There  are  some,  I  think,  upon  the  proceed- 
£*ff,  *"&*  °*  *"*^  C  ourt  of  Directors » 

4342.  Do  you  think  the  rale  of  exchange  in  China  is  or  is  nol 
a  criterion  to  be  dejyended  upon  in  computing  the  prime  cost  of 
the  teas  ? — it  seems  to  me,  tliat  to  value  the  tale  upon  any  such 
principle,  would  be  to  assume,  first,  that  the  Company  might 
draw  bills,  which  if  they  had  drawn,  would  have  defeatetl  the 
operation  of  the  law  in  respect  of  the  charges  of  India ;  and, 
secondly,  that  if  they  had  done  so,  they  could  have  obtained 
£2,000,000  as  cheaply  £200,000, 

4343.  You  give  that  opinion  as  apph'ed  to  the  existing  state  of 
things  7 — Yes. 

434<4*  Do  you  conceive  that  the  Legislature,  in  speaking  of 
prime  cost,  could  not  have  intended  such  a  mode  of  computation.^ 
-«I  have  ^reat  reluctance  in  presuming  to  give  an  opinion  upoa 
that  point.  Independently  of  my  statement,  that  the  clause  in 
the  Commutation  Act  was  prepared  by  the  Court  of  Directort^ 
who,  a  iihort  time  previously  to  preparing  it,  had  themselves  ex- 
pressed a  view  of  what  coiisitttuted  prime  cost^  accordant  with  lh€ 
principle  now  adopted^  and  which  was  before  Parliament  when 
the  Act  was  passed,  it  strikes  me  that  the  Legislature,  in  speak- 
ing of  prime  cost,  must  have  meant  a  computation  founded  upon 
fact,  which  the  rate  of  exchange  would  not  in  this  case  show. 
Besides,  if  the  Committee  will  be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  Acts  of 
the  13  Geo.  IIL  c.  64,  19  Geo.  IIL  c,  61,  20  Geo,  IIL  c  56. 
21  Geo.  IIL  c.  65^  they  wiJl  find  lliat  about  the  time  when  the 
Commutation  Act  was  in  progress,  Parliament  was  in  the  habit 
of  controlling  and  in  some  cases  absolutely  prohibiting  the  Com- 
pany from  accepting  bills  of  exchange.  I  would  also  venture  to 
suggest  one  other  point  deserving  of  some  attention  ;  if  Parlia- 
ment intended  that  the  calculation  of  prime  cost  should  invaria- 
bly be  governed  by  the  rate  of  exchange,  they  would  not  have 
authorized  interest  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  lea  in 
England ;  because  bills  being  drawn  at  six  months'  sights  there 
would  have  been  in  that  case  a  double  allowance  of  interest  for 
the  period  the  bill  had  to  nm  after  the  arrival  of  the  tea* 

4345.  You  have  stated  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  impoi* 
sible  to  draw  two  millions'  worth  of  bills  from  Canton  upon  Eng- 
land  for  consecutive  years  ;  does  not  the  amount  of  bills,  which 
it  is  possible  to  draw  from  one  country  to  another,  depend  upon 
the  extent  of  the  commercial  transactions  between  those  coun- 
tries ? — Undoubtedly. 

4346^  Tlien  supposing  there  to  be  an  extension  of  commerce 
between  England  and  China>  would  it  be  impossible  that  a  larger 
amount  of  bills  could  be  drawn  from  Canton  upon  England  tJian 
is  now  drawn  ? — The  opinion  which  I  have  expressed  has  refer- 
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ence  to  the  preseiil  period  and  to  present  drctJinstance«*     I  am  29  ApTll  laio. 
not  prepared  to  «ay  i\ml  the  trade  could  be  profttabty  increased  ;         '^— 
but  G^  course  if  it  could,  the  means  of  remittance  would  be   "'^  C^^^HviU^ 
increased. 

4347.  Then  the  dlfticulty  of  drawing  an  additional  sum  by 
bills  frora  Canton  upon  England  arises  partly  out  of  the  present 
state  of  the  law  aa  afiecttng  the  commerce  between  the  two 
couotries  ? — From  the  present  state  ot  the  law  rendering  it  ubti- 
giiorj  upon  the  Company  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  their  teat  to 
the  Indian  charges. 

4348.  In  answer  to  a  former  question,  you  stated,  that  m  cal- 
culating the  prime  cost  of  the  tea,  you  included  freight,  in- 
aurancet  and  interest  on  the  outward  investment ;  do  you  also 
include  any  mercantile  proBt  on  that  investment  ?*^— I  thought 
I  had  explained  to  the  Committee,  that  we  took  on  the  one  side 
what  we  expended  in  bterlingf  and  on  the  other  side  what  that 
expenditure  produced  to  us,  and  that  gives  the  value  of  the 
tale*  Of  coursCi  if  there  is  a  difference  forming  profit  or  form* 
ing  1o«a,  it  would  come  into  the  computation  of  the  advantage 
or  disadvantage  of  the  several  modes  of  remittance  to  China. 

4349.  In  taking  that  expenditure  you  charge  the  amount  of 
interest  and  the  amount  of  freight ;  do  you  also  credit  that  ac* 
count  with  a  certain  rate  of  profit  which  you  think  you  should 
make  upon  the  sale? — No,  we  take  the  actual   result  of  the 

Craosactiun. 

4350.  $0  that  In  that  ca»e,  supposing  there  is  a  loss,  that  loss 
is  charged  upon  the  price  of  the  teas  ? — It  affects  tlie  value  of 
the  tale. 

4351.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  every  year  a  very  large  ex* 
port  of  Silver,  foreign  and  native,  from  Cnina  to  India,  and  tliat 
tliis  money  may  be  had  by  the  Company  for  bilfs  on  England 
or  India  to  any  extent? — I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able export  of  bullion  to  India ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  money 
may  be  had  for  bills  on  England  or  India  to  any  extent. 

4352.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  have  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  money  may  be  had  by  the  Company  for  bills  on 
India  or  England  to  any  extent? — So  far  as  my  recollection 
seizes  mCf  I  think  that  when  there  has  been  a  large  amount  of 
bullion  sent  from  Canton  to  India,  the  supercargoes  have  occa- 
■ionally  felt  great  difficulty  in  negotiating  bills  upon  the  Coiirt 
for  a  considerable  sum. 

4353*  But  not  bills  upon  India  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they 
have  felt  much  difficulty  in  negociating  btlls  upon  India. 

4354.  In  what  way  has  that  difficulty  arisen  ;  has  it  arisen  in 
their  not  obtaining  bills  at  the  exchange  they  have  opened  the 
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«t,  or  kftve  they  aikertked  fur  teoders  af  bilU  nod  oot 

'bca»  ?— &m^  ofiin^  the  treasury  at  a  fixed  rate  of 

tkey  bavc^  ao  &r  at  I  can  remember,  been  campelled 

the  me»  aad  afler  all  not  succeeded  in  obtaiDing  to 

itbey  anmeiL 

4S5S.  Did  Doe  that  ariie  &oai  thetr  raising  the  exchange  after 

the  bnlliea  had  heca  tcnl  away  ? — It  probably  arose  in 

the  dcpneMcd  state  of  the  money  market 

of  the  opium  tnide  at  Canton.    There  can  be  link 

Ihej  nigbt  have  iocreaied  the  supply  if  they  had  offered 

exirafi^ant  rates. 

4S5<6«  Can  you  state  at  what  period  that  took  place,  and 
vimt  was  the  rate  of  exchange  onginaliy  offered,  and  the  nitc 
af  ddaxige  to  which  the  Company^s  factory  advanced  their  bid 
aterwardsy  and  for  what  sum  it  was  ? — ^I  am  not  prepared  at 
present  with  these  particulars ;  but  I  will  obtain  them  for  the 
mlbrmation  of  the  Committee. 

43S7*  Are  you  aware  that  the  Americans  have  ever  m^t 
with  any  difficulty  in  using  their  credits  on  England  ? — I  never 
beard  tdl  lately  that  they  h^id  adopted  that  method. 

4358.  Since  they  have  done  so  have  you  heard  of  any  diffi- 
culty ?— I  have  seen  nothing  upon  that  subject  but  what  is  re- 
corded in  the  eridence  g^iven  to  this  Committee. 

4359.  It  has  been  statetl  in  evidence  to  this  Committee,  that 
the  public  could  be  supplied  with  the  same  quantity  of  teas  s^ 
are  sold  at  the  Company^s  sales  for  the  sum  of  £1,500,000  Icsa 
than  the  Company  receive ;  do  you  agree  to  that,  or  can  you 
give  any  reasons  for  dt  fife  ring  from  that  calculation  ? — I  trust 
that  in  answering  that  question  I  may  be  allowed  to  premise^ 
that  as  the  calculations  upon  that  subject  whicli  have  been  sub- 
mitted  to  this  Committee  have  reference  to  a  trade  in  tea  alto- 
gether different  from  that  which  the  law  has  prescribed  for  the 
conduct  of  the  East-India  Company,  the  result  of  those  cal- 
culations must  be  totally  fallacious  when  viewed  as  a  test  of 
the  past  management  of  a  public  trust ;  and  if  the  result  of  the 
calculations  in  question  be  intended  as  a  liypoihetical  wicw  of 
the  future,  it  strikes  me  that  it  can  be  of  lillle  value,  unless  it 
be  determined  by  Parliament  that  the  system  under  which  the 
Company  now  administer  their  combined  trus^t  may  be  dispeaiiii 
with.  Independent,  however,  of  these  considerations,  it  appeiis 
to  me,  upon  an  examination  of  the  calculations,  that  one  ^lacy 
attends  most  of  them,     Mr,  Bates,*  Mr,   Thornley,f  aod  Mr. 


•  Page  522 Question  3055a. 
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RkkniB*  (in  his  second  statement),  take  the  valuatian  of  ihe  29  April  IS5€. 
tale  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  at  the  period  of  unusual        fTZ^M^ju 
depre&Jiion  ;  making  the  tide,  according  to  Mr.  Bates  (page  522,    ''*   ijjl*^' 
quest.  3955ii)»  bs.  5iS«/.;  according  to  Mr.  Thomley  (page  421,  ^' 

juest,  3413a),  5s,  6J^. ;  and  according  to  Mr,  Hickards  (page 
"3,  c|ue«t.  3454a),  5i.  6J^.     These  ratea  are  all  lower  than  any 
which  the  Company  have  been  drawn  upon,  and  they  are  also 
any  which  I  Jmve  seen  quoted*     I  hold  in  my  hand 
f  CftDton  price-current  of  April  1829  (and  which  is  the  latest 
to  which  a  rate  could  be  applied  to  the  transactions  to 
^ich    these  calculations   refer K   which   quotes   the  exchange 
[>n  London  from  4*.  to  4j.  2d,  the  dollar;  whilst  these  gentle- 
&n  compute  the  tale  by  a  supposed  late  rate  of  exchange,  they 
[impute  the  Company *s  charge  for  tea  at  the  prices  realized  in 
^riods  during  most  of  which   the  exchange  value  of  the  talc 
IS  infinkely  higher.     1  think  the  Committee  will  see  that,  in 
ler  to  make  a  fair  comparison,  the  \^luation  of  the  tale,  and 
price  of  the  tea,  should  have  reference  to  the  same  periods, 
this  general  objection  to  all  these  compulations,  1  find 
irith  respect  to  that  submitted  by  Mr.  Bates,  he  is  mis- 
arithmetical  fy.     Mr.  Bates  (page  526,  quest.  S989a),  ae* 
I  contract  congo  tea,  estimates  Us  price  in  China  at  29  tales 
pecui,  and  states  its  cost  in  sterling  at   13 W.  a  lb.     Now* 
ler  making  the  deduction  which  Mr.  Bates  allows  and  stfttea 
bat  he  has  himself  made  for  wastage,  and  reckoning  the  tale 
the  lowest   rate  of  exchange  which  has  been  assumed »  viz. 
.  &ff^t  the  cost  m  sterling,  instead  of  being  13.^^.  h  14^</*t  to 
rhich  adding  3^.  per  lb.  for  freight,  7^  per  cent,  for  charget, 
t>d  10  per  cent,  for  profit,  those  being  the  rates  stated  by  Mr. 
lies,  the  price  per  pound  is  20'03(/.  instead  of  18'86£/,     The 
rhole  quantity  of  tea  sold  by  the  Company  in   1829*30,  waa 
,455,063  lbs,  weight.     If  that  quantity  of  contract  congo,  the 
selected  by  Mr.  Bates,  were  sold  at  the  price  assumed  by 
.  Bates,  as  now  corrected,  it  would  produce  .  • .  £2,291,353 
ktid  at  the  average  price  realized  for  such  teas  at 

the  Company*s  sales  in  1829-30 , ...    3,238,781 

[The  difference  being , 947,428 

~hich  is,  even  upon  Mr.  Bates*s  data,  one- third  less  than  tlie 

)iint  which  he  1ms  stated  is  overpaid  by  the  public  under  the 

-ent  system.    Of  this  sum  of  £947,428,  £350,280    results 

the  biddings   at  the  Company's  sales    beyond   the  price 

which  tlie  Company  offered  to  sell  the  tea;  so  that  the  real 

Kcess  of  the  Company^s  charge  beyond  tliat  assumed  by  Mr. 

ates  is  reduced  to  £51>7,14&,  whereof  one-third  is  ascribablc  to 

'.  difTerence  in  exchange,  and  most  of  the  remainder  to  the 

ems  of  freight  and  interesti  the  Company's  chaises  of  wliich 

*  I%s4flS Question  Si54<t. 
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%^  April  IS30.  are  necessarily  in  excess  of  those  which  a  private  merchant 
would  incur,  owing  to  the  lawi  which  regulate  their  ghipptng, 
and  make  it  obligatory  upon  them  to  have  u  large  stock  q(  tea 
on  hand.  Perhaps  it  i^s  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  any  similar  details  rei^pecting  the  calculations  upoD 
thi3  subject  by  Mr,  Thornley  and  Mr*  Rickards,  many  of  the 
objections  just  stated  being  equally  applicable  to  them.  Mr 
Thorn  ley  states  the  excess  of  charge  to  the  public  for  tea  to  be 
£1,727,934-.  This  is  in  1828-9.  Applying  the  same  priticiple* 
to  1829-30,  the  excess  in  that  year,  according  to  Mr.  Thomli??'s 
data*  is  £1,680,478;  but  Mr.  Thornley  assumes  the  average 
sale  price  realised  by  the  Company  upon  all  descrifitions  of  tea 
at  2^,  8'06f/.  per  pound,  w  bereas  in  1829-30  it  was  only  2jf,  2bhd. 
The  difference  between  these  two  sums  on  27 ,455, 063] bs.,  the 
quantity  sold,  is  £630,322.  So  that  Mr.  Thomley*s  excess  of 
charge  is  brought  down  one-third  below  his  estimate.  It  will 
be  further  observed  that  Mr,  Thornley  has  made  no  allowance 
whatever  for  interest  on  the  capital  employed,  or  for  wastage. 
Mr,  lUtkards  computes  tiie  prime  cost  for  the  tea  in  tlie  coin 
of  China  very  far  below  what  is  taken  either  by  Mr.  fiate^  or 
Mr.  Thornley,  and  so  far  below  what  is  actually  paid  by  the 
Company,  that  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  Company  could  have 
obtained  teas  at  the  prices  computed  by  Mr,  Rickards  (page 
4-28,  quest.  3454fl)  without  a  deterioration  in  quality.  Mr, 
Itickards  attempts  to  show  the  cost  to  the  public  under  the  pre- 
sent system  to  be  much  greater  than  that  implied  in  the  compu- 
tations of  either  of  the  other  gentlemen  ;  but  this  arises  6om 
Mr,  Rickards  having  included  what  he  conceives  to  be  excest, 
tea  duty  paid  to  the  State. 

4360.  In  examining  Mr,  Rickards*s  statement,  have  you  foi 
that  he  has  fallen  into  the  same  error  as  Mr.  Thornley,  and 
computed  the  reduction  of  6rf,  in  the  pound  in  his  estimate  ? 
— Mr.  Rickards  has  taken  the  average  for  a  number  of  years ; 
but  be  falls  into  the  same  error  as  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr. Thornley, 
of  taking  the  rate  of  exchange  in  one  year,  and  the  prices  in 
another. 

4361.  Have  you  seen  a  price-current  of  Canton  of  June  ISSd, 
in  which  the  exchange  is  stated  at  3j.  1  \d.  ? — ^I  have  seen  only 
the  price-current  of  April  1829,  in  which  it  is  stated  at  finom 

4*-  to  4jf.  2d. 

4362.  You  have  stated  that  an  error  runs  through  the  caicu* 
lation  of  those  gentlemen,  inasmuch  as  they  have  taken  the 
lowest  rate  of  exchange*  applying  it  to  the  price  for  the  whole 
period.  Are  you  not  aware  that  Mr,  Bates's  calculation  Is  ady 
founded  upon  one  year,  during  which  he  states  that  the  average 
rate  of  exchange  was  that  which  he  took  ? — So  far  as  respects 
the  exchange^  but  not  as  respects  the  prices  realised  by  the 
Company  for  the  tea. 
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^G3«  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Bates  states  in  his  evidence,  29  April  IU3a» 
hen  he  takes  the  last  sale  price  at  2s.  Id,^  *<  that  is  the  price 
itained  at  the  last  sale  of  the  £ast*India  Company  ?"^YeSv 
t  that  is  not  the  fact ;  the  average  price  was  2f.  4f/»  S12  de* 
instead  of  2f.  Id,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Bates. 

49S4.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  in  a  statement  of 
r  calculation*   by  which  you  make  the  price  of  tea  in  1829 

^nie  out  to  l44i/.  instead  of  ISi^.  ? — My  calculation  is  siiuply 

*i :  a  pecul  ot  tea^  l^ilbs.,  losing  two  and  a  half  per  cent* 
wastage!   purchased  lot  29  tales,  each   tale   bebg  worth 

.  5ft</*t  costs  14^^.  per  lb. 

43^.  You  have  said  that  the  average  aale  price  received  last 

was  2#.  4^,  and  in  correcting  Mr.  Thornley's  compulation 

Ipou  state  it  at  2s*  2d,  ? — Mr.  Bates's  evidence  applies  to  cangou 

a,  Mr.  Thornley's  applies  to  ail  descriptions  of  tea  ;  that  ac« 

UDts  for  the  diiference  between  those  two  prices. 

4366.  From  Mr.  Bates's  calculations  you  have  deducted  m 
im  of  about  £350,000p  as  excess  obtained  by  the  Company  in 
e  sale  of  tea  in  the  price  at  which  they  put  up  their  teas  ;  do 
>tyou  consider  that  as  a  profit  by  the  Company  ? — Undoubtedly 
is  profit ;  but  my  distinction  is  this,  it  is  not  what  they  de- 

"  d,  it  is  the  result  of  a  fair  competition  in  a  market  abun- 
tly  supplied. 

4367.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  a  fair  competition  ? 
I  mean  that  any  one  moy  go  and  bid  for  the  teas. 

4368.  That  it,  according  to  the  supply  which  the  Company 
at  into  tlie  market  ? — I  will  explain  how  the  Company  manage 
betr  supply.     Previously  to  making  the  tea  declaration  every 

er,  they  look  at  the  amount  of  the  deliveries  during  the 

ii'ious  quarter ;  tliey  look  also  at  the  quantities  sold  in  the 

evious  sales,  and  they  always  put  up  at  the  sale  a  larger 

ntity  than  the  average  amount  of  the  deliveries  at  the  pre* 

i  gales  of  the  year,  increasing  the  quantities  of  those  sorts 

tea  from  which   there  appears  to  have  been  the  greatest 

nand  ;  that  is  also  the  principle  which  governs  the  Company's 

ders  to  China  for  tea.    The  Committee  are  also  perhaps  aware 

as  a  proof  of  the  market  being  abundantly  supplied,  very 

quantities  have  been  rejected. 

4369.  That  is  to  say,   left  unsold  at   the  upset  price?— 

Jy. 

4370.  Are  the  dollars  that  arrive  here  from  China  so  inferior 
J  quality  that  they  are  necessarily  melted,  and  sold  as  silver, 
eing  unfit  for  use  as  dollars?— I  have  heard  that  that  is  the 

caae^  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  it  offi- 
eklly*  I  am  not  aware*  within  my  experience,  of  the  Com- 
pany *a  having  brought  dollars  from  China  to  England. 
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437 L  If  tliat  is  the  case,  does  not  it  follow  that  any  penon 
caniputing  the  dollar  at  Canton  at  Bs*  1  Id.  should  take  into 
his  consideration  the  inferiority  of  the  quality  ? — Undoubtedly; 
the  value  of  tht^  dollar  in    exchange  must  be  affected  by  the 

quantity  of  silver  contained  in  tt« 

4372.  Do  you  think  that. the  Company  might  conduct  the 
trade  at  a  lower  rate  of  freight  than  what  appears  to  be  the 
freight  paid  for  the  East*India  Company's  ships  ?^*The  Com- 
pany take  up  their  ships  under  tlie  privisiona  of  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature.  I  allude  to  the  39th  Geo,  lll.c.  89t  the  provisions 
of  which  were  re-enacted  in  1918  in  an  Act  carried  through 
by  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  when  President  of  the  India  Board. 
The  Act  provides^  that  the  Company  in  contracting  for  ships 
shall  make  it  a  coudilion  of  the  contract  that  those  ships  shall 
be  applicable  to  trade  and  to  warfare.  The  Act  also  requires 
that  the  Company  shall  take  up  the  ships  for  a  certain  number 
of  voyages;  and  although  that  may  be  an  arrangement  which, 
generally  speaking,  is  at  least  as  beneficial  to  the  contractor  as 
to  the  Company,  yet  when  it  happens,  as  it  has  done  lo  tlje 
Company,  that  contracts  have  been  entered  into  in  periods  of 
high  prices,  followed  by  periods  of  unusually  low  prices,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  the  Company's  shipping  system  must  suffer  in 
comparison  with  that  of  the  private  merchant;  that  is  the  case 
at  present*  The  existing  contracts  for  the  ships  now  in  the 
service  were  most  of  thenj  entered  into  six  and  seven  years 
ago.  Tliat  the  Company  can  engage  ships,  if  they  act  solely 
as  merchants,  as  cheaply  as  individuals,  is  evinced  in  the  fad 
that,  when  under  the  authority  which  that  Act  gives  them, 
they  have  taken  up  ships  for  only  one  voyage^  they  have  got 
them  quite  as  cheap  as  a  merchant  could.  The  difference  in 
the  rate  of  freigln  between  the  average  period  when  the  Com- 
pany made  the  contracts  for  large  ships  now  in  the  service  and 
the  present  time  cannot  be  less  than  18  or  20  per  cent, 

4373,  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  if  it  were  not  for  die  con- 
tract the  East-India  Company  would  freight  to  India  as  cheap 
as  a  private  trader  ? — If  the  Company  were  unfettered  by  law, 
and  were  not  compelled  to  make  their  ships  applicable  to  po- 
litical services,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  engage  them 
upon  as  good  terms  as  individuals. 

4374*  When  it  has  happened  that  there  has  been  a  great  rise 

in  price  instead  of  a  depression,  did  they  make  an  allowance  to 
the  contractors  ? — That  was  done  by  a  special  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  believe  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  who  carried  that  bill 
through,  took  occasion  distinctly  to  guard  against  its  being 
construed  into  any  thing  hke  a  precedent. 

4375.  In  the  early  part  of  your  evidence  you  alluded  ts  the 
assigitance.  rendered  to  tlie  Indian  territory  by  the  China  traik| 
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are  you  aware  that  it  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  this  St  JltptH  ItM. 
CoBumttee,  that  after  paymf  the  interest  on  the  bond-debtp         — 

and  paying  the  dhidend  to  tbt:  proprit^tor,  thai  traUti  hits  lHi%.a  '^*^'^ 
a  loM  to  the  Cofnpany  inaieaa  of  a  profit  ? — I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  examinmg  the  statementi  delivered  in  to  thti 
Committee  by  Mr*  Rickardsj  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the 
profits  of  the  lea  trada  have  not  been  irtifBcient  to  meet  the 
eharge  of  the  inteteflt  upon  the  Company's  bond-debt^  and  the 
dividends  to  the  propfietors  ;  and  f  am  prepared  now  to  prove 
to  the  Comtntttee  that  Mr.  Rickardi's  statements  involve  errors 
and  omissions^  which »  when  corrected,  leave  a  credit  to  the 
amount  of  £9^0fS6 1  for  the  Brst  of  hia  vtatemcatat  being  that 
for  1820-21  ;  of  £1,127,696  for  the  sectmd  of  his  statempnta, 
being  that  for  iei4-15;  of  £659,167  far  the  third  of  hisitate- 
mentA*  being  that  for  18f7-8;  and  of  £873474  for  the  fourth 
of  hh  statements,  being  that  of  an  average  of  yean  since 
1814*l5ir  These  errors  arc  caused  by  an  oxceasive  charge  for 
wattagei  by  including  the  India  as  well  a«  the  China  freightt 
by  induding  as  charges  several  items  alrvudy  included  m  the 
invoice  amount,  by  coniidering  the  in  tercel  on  the  Company's 
0tm  capital  as  an  actual  outgoing,  and  by  considering  all  tho 
sea  insurance  as  an  outgoing :  whereas  the  Company  being  their 
ow^n  insurers^  have  themselves^  aller  charging  innuranec^  the 
profit  o£  that  accounu  If  the  Committee  wish  it,  I  am  prepared 
with  those  four  statements  of  Mr.  Rickardi,  together  wKh  those 
statements  as  I  have  ventured  to  correct  them,  and  will^  if  de- 
sired, deliver  these  statementi  in,  one  opposed  to  iliG  other^  as 
a  f»rl  of  my  evidence. 

[  The  wkaas  tkiivcrcd  in  ihe  sam€t  whkh  an  m  JbthwiJ 


•  • 


m  April  1S3II. 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST  INDIA  AFFAIRS  > 


HIL  EICKARDS'S  FIRST  STATEMENT* 


Co»t  of  1^1  fts  per  No,  33 

of  Bipere  relative  to 
the  India  &Qd  Chim 
Tmde,  4tb  Ju^  1B39  ; 
3apS45,SG0  Ibi,       (yeftf 

1B30-21)., 

Frdgbt  uid  deiDiin^e  fiat 
the  year  1820^21,  •*  V^ 
SiQw  i9l.«  »  ••«#«*  •«.  i  •  <  • 

CbsLTget  In  China sind  Eng- 
laiK!i  ti9  per  No.  6  of! 
Aecotmta  relatfng  to 
Tea  Trode^  £cc«  of  ttw 
East- India.  Compaort 
UthMafie24i 

Salariesi     emolo-    £t 

21 * 95,Si1 

E^cp^QsesinChuia  54,7i5 
Do  in  England,.  173,520 

Interest 2M,3d7 

Injurance  >  *  * .  •  *    5^S54 

Interest  em  b&»ds»  18^- 

21 ,...-. 

PiTidcnds  on  stock    . » < , 


1374,840 
796^0' 


S^e  amount  or  ten  ^d  Hi 
1 021-2,  as  per  No.  33 
of  Fapcrs  of  4tk  June 
ld29 1  25,49^001  Uw^* 


«18,S4|I 

162,936 
€32,25 1 


^m,m 


£  4,0g»»4ia 


Eteficienc;  after  pajin^  in- 
terest on  bond-^pbtf  and 
diTjdeDdsi  tioth  wbich 
arei  hj  the  Aet  53  Geo. 
II L,  t.  27,  chargeable 
on  coram erelal  profits. , 


518,7?6 
4,0e5,4lB 


Select  coiiMiTtEB  wnu  bouse  or  coimoNg.        :<|A^ 


1 

CoMoT  tew  uper  No.  32p 
Til.  28,*45.9601bt..,.* 

Freifbt  aM  demURige  «• 

Do.  Epgland,.  173,520 
Interest......  2SMB7 

t,e7|,B40 
53e,74a 

550,575 

)62,9:^a 

£32,251 

3,757,344 
437,51(5 

4,194^29' 

Sdt  o{  tbe  qntntttj,  per 
coDtnb  vis. 

27,&75,04i   Ibt.       (nli 
weifht)    ,.,, , 

To  be  re-credited  ■•  alwre 
e^pblned : 

Amonnt  of  Inteteit  earned 
on  the  Company'!  own 

cipitftl*...*.if236,2e7 

^  Amount  Mved  by 

1      th«in     ia     the 

1     mode  of  eil^sct* 

ixif     their    Iin 

Interest  on  the  bond  d«bl 
Di^endt  oil  tlock    •>.»  i 

380,380 
4,194,923^ 

•         ^ 

1  M         tf                £ 

Surplus  *..«.... ..i   437,Si6 

Inetewl  of  ft  deficiency  ofi « . ,  &li^7  7^ 


Difference  i 


9AM$I 


61S 

m  Apji  am. 
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MIL  MICKARBS'S  BECOND  STATEMENT, 

(No.  U— 29tb  March  1B3IIJ 

Fftortf  AMv  Loss  cm  tns  ChiHa  Taabs. 

F«i«492....  3?64^ 


Impofti   4 
Soles    «. « 

... . 

1814.15. 

, l8iS-16, 

Cost  of  2^,195,144  lbs- of 
tea  exported  b^  the  Eaal 
India    Cbropany    from 
Canton  to  England  in 
1814*15,  nsper  No«  32 
of  Papers  relating  to  the 
Trade  wtclk   India  ^d 
China,  4th  June  1829, 
2i,193^144lbs 

freight  and  demufltge,  as 
per  No*  31 

Charges  in  China  and  fin^ 
gland,  ai  before 

1,;43,0S1 
1,609,682 

Sale  ftjnoimt  of  2G,234,244 
lbs.  of  tea  1)^181 5-1 6,  atf 
per  Ko.  33  of   I^peri 
relating  to  the    Trade 
with  Indb  and  Chinaf 
4th  June  1 829. «.« .... 

Defciency  .,•.,», 

4,109,661 

^ 

Froflt  *,. 

4,042.612 
^,056 

4,102,668 

/ 

Interest  on   home  bond- 
debt  *«  .,.,,..* 1 

1 

235,967 
€29,902| 

60,0S« 
805,813' 

Dividende  on  slock   « >  >  • 

£ 

S 

865,ee9^ 

II6S,8(?9 
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(No.  1.; 


JLm  eorrteitd  bp  3mT»  BmjdvSL 


Coat,  ■•  ptr  Mo.  My  ^rli.  t 
86,195,144^0.    


Freigiitaiid 
per  conoctod 
upon  tiiot  (^ytntitf .  •  •  • 

tofio:  £. 

Canton  adoriet,  82,114 
Do.  EMiMMt.  173»520 

iDtomt. 33IS,287 

....    58,654 


£. 
1,748,881 


8t4,Q»4 


550,575 


Sole  of  dM  OMotihr,  ptr 
cootn,  TiB.  8i,6/l441 

Um.  (Mlo  imight) 


4,814,888 


To  be  io-ci«ditod,M  b^ 


AnMmnt  of  ftttofOit 
oa  the  CoMwy't 


3,107,750 
Profit 1,187,752: 


Anount  aifedbf 
tlMS  in  the 
UHMle  of  < 
infftbcir  J 


44,593 


4,295,502 


Intoeet  on  home  bood- 
ilebt^  Mper  No.  21  of 
Pum,  FefanMTr  1830, 
jew  1815-16 

Dnridendi..  ditto 


Surplus . 


235,967 
629,902 


865,869 
321,883, 


1,187,752 


Profit  bfom^  down  •  •  X 


280,888 


4yf95,98§ 


1,187,758 


Surplus £321,883 

Instend  of  a  defidencjr  of  ..    805,813 


Diftrenoe 


.£1,127,696 


m 


29  April  leao* 


CVIOBNGK  Oil  B48T4NIIIiL  AMfAIM$t 


Ma  H1CI£AEDS*3  THIRI>  STATEMENT,  (Kii*  2.) 
Fmom  ^KD  LoiSi  Cum  a  Teade. 

Impofti  .* .«    l@27.2B, 

Sfttei , 1828.29. 


Cott,lB27-a,cif31,&93»i;6 
Ibft,  exported  from  Cftn 
ton,  OS  per  No<  32  of 

Papers  relating  to  the 
Trade  with  India  and 
ChJiia,  4th  June  1829.. 

Freight  and  d^mumge,  u 
per  No.  31  of  dttta  * . » 

Cttarges  in  CMoa  and  £n- 
g^kiid,  as  before  *....« 


Frolit 


Iciterest  on  home  bond' 
debt  for  l@2f^d,  as  per 
No*  21  of  Papera,  F«- 
bruaij  1930 

Dlvidendj  on  Blocks  per 
ditto ■.* 


1,961,419 
783,  #^59 

6ia,849 

3,384,027 
143,0aa| 


3,Sa7,057 


158,124 

62d,071 
717^195 


Sale  amotmt  of  30,26*^,508 
lbs.  <yf  lea  b  1828^9,  as 
per  No«  4 1  of  Papert  w- 
tating  to  tiie  Trade  of 
India  and  Cbin%  Fe- 
bruary  1830^  being  a 
quantity  (Mrith  the  al- 
tow'Bnce  of  ^  pet  cenL 
for  wastage)  equal  to 
that  purcbiw^  in  1 327-9 


£^ 


3,527^017 


Profit  brou^bt  down  . 
IMteiettc J 


143,030 
644,15^ 

787,195 
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29  AfrrU  ISSU. 


MR.  RICKARI>8*8  THIRD  STATEMENT^  (Ko.  3.) 


Am  eomded  hjf  Mr.  MdeiS. 


1827-8,  or31,593,ir6 
Am*  of  t6ty  exported 
ftom  OmtoB,M  per  No. 
33  of  FipeiB  lelitiiig  to 
the  Trade  with  Indk 
sad  ChiMt  4tli  Jom 
1829 


£,       I  Sale  of  the  quantltf^  per        £* 
I      contre*  viz,  j 

8el€   weight,    30^961  ;i1 5 
I      Ib^ .-, 3r^4,l7l 


'pcvflORccted  ititetBciit 
"itqaeotitj.*.* 


CWigf  ein  Chine  «id  Eng- 


.  ie82,lU 
..  173,520 
..  236,287 
..    &8»6&4 


PtoAt 


I 

i 

5&0,864; 


To  be  cre4it«d,  »»  b«lbf« 
1,981,419       expUint^i 

Arnouutof  iitiereet  etmtd 
on  tilt  Cdmpuijr'ff  own 
radical jtmtmf 

Amottiit  §aTed  Iy^ 
thefn  in  llie 
mode  of  cifect- 
inf  their  la%uf^ 
«ne« 44,593 


550,57&i 


3,082,860) 
802,197 


3,885,057 


L 


^(»,830 


J^  3,«85,057 


PiroAt  brought  down    .«....,,......  802,197 

Interest  on  home  bond^ebt  X  158,1 24 

Difidende  on  fltodc 629,071 

?S7,195 


Surploi .,..      I5p002 

Ineteadofedeficieiicyof^.^.**.*.  644,16^ 


Diffnence. 


je659,l67 


4  h 


20  ApHl  1830, 
J.  ,C    Mfim^ 


KVIDBNCB  ON  EA9T4NIHA  ATnilltSV 


MR.  RICKARDS'S  FOURTH  STATEMENT^ 

(No.  3  in  tlie  Evidence  of  2dth  March  IBSOJ 

To«bowt]ia  apparent  Result  of  the  Companj^a  T^.  Trader  calculated  on  la 
avera^^e  of  the  fourteen  yeana  contained  in  the  Tables  No*  31,  32,  and  iS^ 
of  "  Papers  relating  to  the  Trade  with  India  and  Ctiina^"  4tli  June  1^, 
or  from  1814-15  to  1S27*B  inclusive;  and  taking  tlie  charges  in  CMoa 
and  England  at  the  same  atnount  as  in  1B20-2L 
P^c  l^p  No*  3. 


Cost  of  ml  29.230  Iba.  of 
ten,  bcir^  the  averse  of 
the  qtiantJttes  exported 
from  Canton  to  Engknd 
for  fourteen  jearif  as  per 
No, 32  of  th«  Fapcre  re- 
ferred to  .*.. . ...    I,^l9jm 

Avemge  of  the  commer- 
cial freight  and  demur- 
rage for  tlie  same  |M3nodf 
as  per   No<  3t   of  the ' 
same  ^pera  «»•*** .  ^  |    &67,ti54 

Charges  In  China  ^nd  In  :  I 

England,  m  before  * . . .      S18pB49 


Sale  amount  of  25,870,764 
lb&.  of  tea,  beu^  the 
average  of  foiirte«n 
years*  ^m*  as  per 
Table  No*  33  of  the 
Papers,  he.  above  r^ 
ferred  to « ^ . . 


I^rafit 


£  3,3I>6»291 

...I    277,133 


£  3,583,484 

Interest  on  the  homebond- 
debtr  average  of  Afieen 
yearn,  as  per  No*  2!  of 
**  Papers  relating  to  the 
Finances  of  Indi,*^  Fe- 
bruary 1^30 ., 

Dividends  on  stocks  ave^ 
rage  of  dittoi,  aa  per  dci. 


177;352 
£30,572 


£     e07,92| 


3,5^,1^ 


/ 


Proil  bitjught  do^nn  . 


"  ,    277.153 
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89  April  1130. 
J.C. 


MR.  RICKARD8S  FOURTH  STATEMENT. 


iu  flVifvctotf  bjf  Bsf»  tMttoUU 


CcMtor38,l29»230Ibt.of 
tMW  exported  fttm  Oui* 
too  to  TigliiMl  ptr  ia- 
■Hi»  apoo  navif^KO  of 
lourteefl  jotiit  1814.15 
to  1827-8»  as  per  FipeiB 
Mbu  32 ••••••   IfOl 9(788 

FMgkt  and  demumge,  at 
per  eorrected  ttatementy 
upootbatqaaiiticjr....  j  578»&39| 

Sakrice*  Cintoo   82,114; 
Da,  Englaiid..  173,520, 

Interert 23«,287! 

•  ••    &8;6M 


I   650,575 


ProAt 


'2,948,902 
jl,150,367 


je  4,099,209 


Sale  of  the  quantitj  per .     £, 

contn,  Tii*  I 

27,5€6,646nM.  MlewtVit  3,818»3M 


To  be  re^creditedf  ai  b^ 
fore  ejq>lained : 

Amoimt  of  mterett  earned 
on  the  Coinpany'i  own 
capHal je!2S6,287 

Anoant  aifcd  by 
tbem  in  the 
mode  of  efllKt^ 
ing  their  ineiir< 


44,593 


iei4,999,M9 


Profit  brought  down 1,150,367 

Interest  on  the  home  bondnlebt  £177,352 

DiTidende  on  elook (»30,572 

807,924 

Surplus 342,443 

ImteadofadeAciencyof 530,731 

Diiefeoceof £873,174 
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29  April  1830.  4376.  In  tbo&e  computations  have  jou  mcluded  interest  oa 
the  bond  debt  ? — Yes ;  but  I  would  avml  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  itate,  that  it  seems  to  be  quite  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Rickards  to  suppose  that  the  interest  upon  the  bonds 
is  by  law  chargeable  upon  the  Company's  commercial  profits. 
It  is  by  law,  together  with  llieir  ordinary  outgoings,  chargeable 
upon  the  Company's  home  funds ;  but  the  question  of  whether 
it  is  chargeable  upon  the  commerce  or  upon  ihe  territoi^  of  ihe 
Company  has  never  yet  been  definitively  settled.  So  far  bsck 
as  the  year  1783,  the  Company,  in  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
CommonSi  stateti  as  follows; — **  The  bond  debt  which  yoar 
petitioners  now  owe  in  a  great  measure  arose  from  their  miii- 
lary  expenses  in  India,  or  has  been  necessarily  continued  on 
that  account;  independently  of  these  expenses*  your  petitiooer's 
ordinary  mercantile  prolits  would  have  enabled  thero  to  have 
extinguished  the  whole  of  their  bond  debt  long  before  their 
territories  were  acquired,"  I  believe  the  Company  consider 
that  this  reasoning  has  gained  force  from  subsequent  events ; 
and  if  the  Committee  will  refer  to  the  51  Geo,  III,  c  64,  they 
will  see  that  Parlianient  has  given  some  recognition  of  a  politi- 
cal character  to  this  debt. 

4377.  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence,  that  in  the  officiil 
documents  as  to  the  quantities  of  teas  sold  in  the  year  182S-9 
there  is  a  great  discrepancy;  can  you  explain  tliose  vanatiooi 
that  appear  to  exist  r — Tliose  discrepancies  entirely  arise  from 
tlie  accounts  wliich  w  ere  called  for  differing  in  their  iitlet  aod 
in  the  periods  to  which  they  refer.  The  first  of  the  accounts, 
No  33,  to  which  Mr.  Rickards  refers  (page  491)  relates  to  the 
Company's  tea  only,  and  the  period  in  that  account  is  tVom 
March  to  March^  which  was  the  official  year  before  1814-15. 
The  second  account.  No,  38,  inchides*  as  its  title  imports,  the 
leas  of  the  commanders  and  office rs  of  the  Company's  ships. 
The  third  account.  No.  41,  embraces  the  period  from  May  to 
May,  whicli  is  the  present  official  year. 

4378.  You  have  stated  that  these  accounts  were  called  for ; 
by  whom  were  they  called  for?— By  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Affairs  of  India,  and  subsequently  laid  before 
Parliament  by  the  King's  command. 

4379.  Then  you  mean  to  slate  that  if  the  words  of  the 
order  had  been  given  the  same  for  each  of  the  accounts  called 
for,  those  variations  would  not  have  happened  ? — There  could 
have  been  no  discrepancy. 

4380.  What  are  the  titles  of  the  Acts  which  you  consider 
oblige  the  Company  to  prepare  the  ships  for  trade  and  war?— 
Tlie  39th  Geo.  HI,  c-  89,  and  the  58th  of  Geo,  III.  c.  83. 

4361.  By  what  authority  are  the  ships  going  to  North  America 
exempted  from  that  ?—  There  is  a  special  clause  wluch  out  ho- 
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rices  ships  to  be  taken  up  either  for  an  unforeseen  exigency,  39  Apnl  I&30. 
or  for  one  voyage  only,  by  private  contracts 

4382.  Then  it  is  under  that  provision  that  the  tea  trade  to 
North  America  ia  carried  on  ? — I  apprehend  it  is- 

4383*  In  speaking  of  the  facFlity  which  the  Company  have  of 
Irdghting  ship  as  low  as  private  individuals,  does  not  the 
amount  of  freight  which  the  Company  pay  depend  upon  llie 
equipments,  the  amount  of  stores,  and  number  of  inen  which 
they  in  their  tenders  require  the  owners  to  produce  ? — No 
doubt  it  does;  but  the  equipment  must  necessarily  be  governed 
by  that  condition  in  the  law  whiclk  requires  that  when  shipiare 
built  for  the  service  they  shall  be  applicable  to  warfare. 

4384.  Is  there  any  thing  in  tlie  Act  which  requires  the 
Company  to  continue  a  war  equipment  during  peace  the  same 
as  during  war  ? — The  Company  do  not  retain  a  war  equipment 
in  peace.  I  apprehend  that  the  condition  of  taking  up  the  ships 
for  war  renders  the  price  higher  at  the  period  when  they  are 
engaged  ;  that  a  ship  applicable  to  war  would  be  tendered  at  a 
higher  price  than  a  ship  that  is  not  so  applicable. 

4385.  When  ships  are  taken  up  for  one  voyage,  is  not  it  left 
at  the  di&cretion  ot  the  Court  of  Directors  ?—  Cndoubtedly. 

4d8&  Is  there  any  reason  uhy  ships  taken  up  for  one  voyage 
hf  the  Company  should  not  be  as  cheap  as  tliose  thtit  private 
individuals  can   take    up  ? — I  apprehend  not,  unless  it  should 
ppen,  as  it  frequently  does,  that  a  fchip  for  one  voyage  is 
rn  up  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  troops  as  wellas  of  bring- 
home  goods   from   India,  and  that  double  service  renders 
y   those    conditions    which   involve   a  higher  rate  of 


4387.  For  a  direct  voyage  to  China,  you  are  not  aware  of 

ay  conditions  that  require  it? — No, 

4388.  Are  you  not  aware  that  ships  in  time  of  peace  are  not 
equipped  as  they  were  in  time  of  war  ? — Certainly  not ;  but  the 
ships  have  constantly  in  peace  a  political  service  to  perform  in 
tiie  conveyance  of  troops  and  stores. 

4389.  Do  the  Company  ever  send  out  troops  in  ships  hired 
for  one  voyage,  and  not  in  tlie  regular  service  ? — Yes^  they  do 
occasionally. 

4390.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  is  the  additional  freight 
paid  by  the  Company  for  such  ships  that  carry  troops  ? — I  am 
not  able  to  state  what  it  is. 

43S>L  Arc  you  aware  whether  the  troops  are  carried  with 
equal  convenience  and  safety  in  the  ships  hired  for  one  voyage 
at  in  the  larger  ships? — I  should  say  not ;  and  the  reason  why 
1  say  so  is,  that  when  the  Company  in  some  former  perioifa 
have  made  use  of  a  small  ship  instead  of  a  large  one  for  the 
conreyance  of  troops,  complaints  upon  tliat  ground  have  bean 
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made  to  the  Court  front  the  Horse  Guards.  The  general  ini^ 
prefision  upon  my  mind  is^  that  the  accommodation  of  tbi 
ConfipaDy's  larger  ships  ha«  been  preferred  and  desired* 

4392.  You  are  aware  thai  there  is  io  the  Company's 
liouaes  and  in  transit  alvrays  two  years'  consumption  of  tea ;  d# 
you  conceive  that  to  be  required  by  the  Act  of  Parltainent  i$ 
which  this  clause  is  to  be  found  :  **  Tliat  the  said  United  Coatt 
pany  shall  from  time  to  time  send  orders  for  the  purchase  of 
fiuch  quantities  of  tea,  and  provide  sufficient  ships  to  impiM 
the  same,  as,  being  added  to  the  stock  in  their  warehouses^  an 
to  the  quantities  ordered  and  not  arrived,  shall  amount  to 
sufficient  supply  for  the  keeping  a  stock  at  least  equal  to  oo« 
year's  consumption,  according  to  the  sales  of  the  last  preceding^ 
year,  always  beforehand  :'*  in  your  opinion,  does  the  construe 
tion  of  that  Act  of  Parliament  require  two  years'  stock  of  tea  to 
be  kept  always  on  hand  ? — The  Company  have  construed  thai 
law  lo  mean  that  it  requires  that  they  should  have  always  anc 
year's  consumption  in  stock  in  London.  They  must,  of  couri»e| 
nave  more  than  that  in  a  part  of  the  year,  because  the  shipi 
arrive  at  a  particular  period  ;  ^o  that  when  the  ships  have  dis- 
charge dj  the  stock  must  amount  to  more  than  one  yeai-'s  con- 
gumption,  or  it  would  be  materially  less  at  the  end  of  the  jear< 


LtmeBy  S*  die  Maij  1830. 

THOMAS    GORE    LLOYD,     Esq,   again    called    in,   i 
examined. 

4393.  Your  signature  appears  to  a  paper  given  in  to  ihf 
Committee,  being  an  account  of  profit  and  loss  u[)on  the  trad# 
of  the  East-India  Coni|>any  l>etween  Europe  and  China  for  the 
last  ten  years ;  what  is  included  in  what  \'ou  term  the  prii 
cost,  calculated  at  6^,  Sii.  xXxa.  tale  ? — That  prime  cost  a  ifit 
invoice  amount  of  those  teas. 

4394.  What  is  included  In  the  invoice  amount  q£  those  teif 
in  the  charges  of  China  ? — There  are  what  they  call  the  pro* 
portiooal  charges ;  they  amount  to  about  three  per  cent. 

4395.  Is  the  prime  cost  stated  in  that  account  the  same  al 
the  cost  in  China,  as  staled  in  the  amended  estimate  (l^owt.)^ 
— It  is  not. 

4396.  What  is  the  difFerence  ?— The  difference  \&^  that  tlw 
prime  cost  in  the  amended  statement  of  tlie  computation  of  tho 
Upset  price  of  tea  contains  a  calculation  for  the  rupeea  of  thf 
supplies  furnished  to  China  from  India  at  5«f.  2d*  per  on 
according  to  the  mint  price  ot*  silver,  making  tlte  rupee  about 

4397.  Docs  that  make  the  prime  cost,  as  atated  ia  y^m 
paper,  more  or  less  ? — The  prime  cost  is  less  in  the  cooipoti' 
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lioB  of  the  upset  price  ot  tea,  became  the  prime  coit  Id  the  3  Maj  1830. 
account  of  profit  and  Iom  calculates  the  rupee  at  what  are        -~-* 
termed  the  Board's  rates,  that  is,  at  8s.  sW.  '''  ^'J^ 

4SM.  Is  there  ainr  other  difference  in  the  calculation  ?~ 
There  is  another  difference,  not  in  the  prime  cost  but  in  the 
chai|^  ;  the  prime  cost  in  |he  amended  paper  indudes  interest 
and  msurance  upon  the  outward  consignments.  In  the  paper  of 
profit  and  loss,  that  interest  and  insurance  is  not  inclikUsd,  in- 
asmodi  as  I  hold  interest  of  money  to  be  a  profit,  and  we 
cfaaiye  the  actual  loss  to  the  Company  in  the  profit  and  loss 
account,  and  not  a  rate  of  insurance. 

4899*  In  this  jMqper  which  is  given  in  of  profit  and  loss,  no 
dmige  Midi  as  is  made  in  your  statement  for  the  interest  frosa 
the  wrival  of  the  teas  in  England  to  the  estimated  realisation 
of  the  same  amount,  eighteen  months,  and  no  insurance  at  three 
per  cent,  upon  the  teas  honae-chartted  in  your  statement,  are 
indudcd;  do  you  not  consider  that  that  should  go  into  the  ao- 
count  in  order  to  exhibit  the  amount  of  profit  and  loss  ?— I  do 
not;  upon  this  prindple,  that  interest  itself  is  held  to  be  a  profit, 
•od  tlie  actual  losses  are  induded  in  that  account,  instead  of  a 
late  of  insurance. 


4400.  How  is  it  possible  that  this  can  give  a  correct  estimatt 
of  tb^  net  profit,  when  a  sum  so  large  as  from  £250,000  tt 
£960,000,  wnich  is  the  rate  of  interest  charged  in  other  accounts 
nmm  the  investment  in  teas,  and  a  sum  as  lar^  as  £50,000  to 
snfiWf  charged  for  insurance,  are  entirely  omitted? — Because 
Ae  Conoany  trade  upon  their  own  capital,  and  whatever  interest 
thej  maae  upon  that  capital  is  a  profit ;  if  they  were  to  charge 
it  m  the  first  instance^  they  woula  have  to  re-credit  it. 

MOI.  llieB  you  consider  that  interest  is  not  a  proper  charge 
aftamk»io  into  the  cost  of  the  teaP^It  clearly  forms  an  item  m 
the  cost  of  the  tea  when  put  up  under  the  Commutation  Ac^ 
bat  not  in  the  profit  and  loss  accounts,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
given. 

4402.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  document  which  was  given 
h  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  1924,  in  which  the  charges 

Kdie  tea  were  stated  under  different  heads,  say  the  heads 
lanes,  emduments,  and  expences,  in  any  of  the  expenoes 
^     b  Knglsaid,  and  the  interest  and  the  insurance  ?»I  am. 
k      ,   4408.  If  those  were  not  charges  proper  to  be  taken  into 
I       A0  CiVnhtion,  whv  were  they  put  in  at  that  time  ?— Because 
Ae  dMnpe  indudea  in  that  paper  were  those  which  it  was  pre? 
raastd  fSt  Company  hada  right  to  charge  under  the  Commute* 
tiooAct. 

'  4404.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  those  diar^,  made  agree* 
ably  to  what  the  Commutation  Act  sanctioned,  were  not 
actnally  expences  incurred  ?.-The  interest  being  that  upon  the 
Ceoiptiij^  own  capital,  was  not  an  actual  outgomg,  iAdlhe 
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Company  being  their  own  insurers  bad   tiie  profit  as  andem 
writers* 

4405«  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  Company  is  exposed  Ui 
those  charges  as  any  other  commerdal  dealer  would  be  ? — I 
conceive  that  the  Company  traded  upon  their  own  capita].  2sA 
that  whatever  interest  they  made  upon  that  capital  they  had  % 
right  to  put  among  their  profile* 

4406.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  the  custom  of  merchants,  ill 
casting  op  their  proRc  and  loss  at  the  end  of  the  year»  to  chsfet 
it  with  interest?— Yes,  but  the  interest  of  that  capital  mmi 
go  to  pay  their  own  dividends. 

4407.  The  <]uestion  is  not  on  the  dividends,  but  on  tlie  profits, 
and  the  account  moved  for  was  one  of  net  proBt ;  how  can  it 
be  an  account  of  net  profit  when  interest  is  not  deducted  ?— I 
conceive,  notwithstanding,  that  the  interest  on  capital  is  part  of 
their  profit,  as  they  charge  themselves  with  interest  of  ifl 
money ;  all  interest  of  money  on  their  own  capital  I  consi^ 
B  profit* 

4408.  Supposing  the  Company  were  to  withdraw  their 
from  the  trade  in  wl^jch  they  were  engaged,  and  to  eroi 
in  some  other  way,  they  would  be  receiving  the  fair 
interest    on    that    capital    so  employed  ? — I   apprehend  they 
would. 

4409.  If  then  the  amount  of  interest  which  the  Company  da 
not  charge,  but  which  t!)ey  would  make  by  the  employment  of 
their  capita!  in  any  other  way,  and  the  amount  of  insurance^ 
which  is  a  risk  incurred  by  them  which  they  might  also  make 
by  underwriting  other  risks,  were  deducted  from  the  sum  of  lli« 
net  profit  to  the  Company,  would  it  not  reduce  that  profit  moil 
materially,  to  the  sum  of  about  £300,000  or  £250,000,  instead 
of  £763,000  ?p- 1  apprehend  there  Is  a  difference  between  profit 
as  interest  for  the  use  of  money  and  mercantile  profit  afWr 
charging  the  account  with  interest,  and  the  Company  are  their 
own  underwriters,  and  they  have  a  profit  of  insurance. 

4410.  Supposing  the  Company  were  to  render  an  account  of 
profits  as  any  other  merchant  would  do,  charging  the  account 
with  interest  for  the  capital  employed,  and  charging  the  account 
witli  premium  of  insurance  which  would  be  paid  if  they  were 
not  their  own  underwriters,  would  you  not  reduce  that 
much  as  those  two  sums  would  amount  to,  which  on  thi 
counts  is  about  £350,000 ;  would  not  that  reduce  the  ai 
of  net  profit  they  have  given  in  here  so  much  ? — If  they  were 
to  charge  their  capital  with  interest,  and  if  they  were  to  cbtf^e 
insurance,  certainly  it  would  reduce  it ;  but,  on  the  other  haiia 
they  would  receive  interest  for  the  use  of  their  ow^n  capital,  ind 
their  profit  as  underwriters, 

4411.  So  that  the  net  profit  as  given  in  m  this  account  is  not 


F 

of 
Btfie 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  or  the  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

the  net  profit ;  it  Is  the  profit  they  make  of  interest  upon  the 
capital  employed,  and  the  premium   of  insurance  vrhich   they 

ake,  being  ifceir  own  underwriters  ? — The  net  profit  includes 

ose  itenia. 

4412.  So  that,  in  fact,  to  any  mercantile  house  this  account 
of  net  profit  given  in  by  the  Company  is  a  fallacious  one?  — I 

not  prepared  to  say  that ;  the  nio&t  cursory  examination  of 
e  account  will  show  the  column  containing  actual  losiesi  in- 
stead  of  a  rate  for  insurance. 

4413,  You  state  tliat  this  account  is  not  charged  with  insur« 
ance^  because  in  making  it  up  it  is  only  debited  for  the  loss  tliat 
iDay  have  accrued  to  stand  against  the  premium  with  which 
the  Company,  in  another  account^  debit  themselves;  there 
appears  no  column  here  for  any  loss^  there  has  been  no  lota 
probably ?^ — There  is  a  columnt  I  believe,  for  losses;  '^louea 
at  tea  on  consignments  between  Europe  and  China." 

4414*  Where  is  the  balance  of  that  sum  then  carried? — The 
Company  debit  themselves  only  with  tljcir  actual  losses. 

4415.  In  this  same  account  there  appears  a  column  of  charges 
on  merchandize  calculated  at  ^vc  per  cent*  on  the  sale  amount 
of  the  goods;  on  what  data  do  you  take  that  five  per  cent,? — 
That  &ve  per  cent,  has  been  a  rate  that  we  have  used  for  years, 
ever  since  I  can  remember  ;  and  by  «ra! dilations  at  various  limes 
it  was  found  to  be  as  nearly  accurate  a^t  may  be. 

4416.  You  have  made  out  a  statement  in  your  own  corrected 
ination  upon  the  same  data,  in  wliich  you  charge  the  ex- 
'§t  landing,  housing,  warehouse-room «    carting,    preparing 

sale,  and  all  charges  of  merchandize,  on  the  same  data  ?-^ 
ey  are  made  out  on  a  more  accurate  one. 

4417.  Are  you  not  aware,  that  iiistead  of  giving  five  percent. 
the  cost  of  the  tea,  the  return  makes   it  nine  and  a  half 

and  t«n  per  cent.  ?— 1  have  never  made  a  calculation, 

4418.  If  it  does,  it  must  be  clear  that  the  calculation  of  five 
per  cent^  as  given  in  in  the  first  account,  ii  perfectly  incorrect  ? 
— I  believe  noti  inasmuch  as  that  charge  of  merchandize  is  not 
upon  the  sale  price  ;  the  charge  of  five  per  cent,  is  upon  the  sale 
price,  tbe  other  is  upon  the  cost  price, 

4419*  The  charge  upon  the  sale  price  is  five  per  cent,  without 
the  duty  ? — It  is. 

4420.  That  is  not  the  upset  price  ?— No, 

4421.  Do  you  not  keep  a  separate   account   of  your  tnsur* 
icet  deducting  the  risk  from  the  premium  you  set  aside  ? — We 

do  keep  an  account  of  that  fact  in  our  ledger,  for  the  purpose  ot* 
ascertaining  lite  balance  of  lliat  insurance  account,  but  have  never 
carried  it  forward  as  a  separate  article  of  profit  and  loss, 

4422.  Are  you  able  to  ascertain  by  that  the  per-ceniage  at 
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wliich  the  risk  was  taken  ? — By  that  account  we  ehould  tboir 
how  much  we  have  gained  by  underwriting. 

4423.  Have  jou  on  the  same  principle  the  same  account  of 
charges^  so  as  to  show  what  is  the  profit  you  gain  by  setting 
aside  iive  per  cent,  in  the  manner  you  have  doneP—I  do  not 
apprehend  we  gain  any  thing  by  tlmt ;  we  can  make  up  such  m 
account* 

4424.  You  were  understood  to  say  you  had  a  more  accurste 
mode  ? — Ves,  as  it  respects  the  upset  prices, 

4425.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  what  it  was  the 
object  of  the  person  who  moved  for  it  to  get»  a  mercantOe 
account,  in  the  way  in  which  merchants  consider  such  an  ac^ 
count,  of  the  profit  and  loss  of  the  East-India  Company's  t<a- 
trade  with  China  for  one  year^  taking  into  account  interest  upon 
the  capital  employed  as  calculated  in  forming  your  upset  price^ 
taking  insumnce  as  calculated  in  forming  your  upset  pnce,  and 
placing  the  positive  charges  paid  for  warehousing*  housing,  cart- 
ing, and  other  expences  ? — If  the  Committee  will  be  pleaised  to 
direct  such  an  account,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  abJe  to 
furnish  it. 

4426.  In  the  annual  commercial  account  there  is  an  item 
stating  the  charges  general  ;  can  you  furnish   the  Committee 
with    the  particular    items   which  compose   that    sum, 
amounts  to  £450,000  ? — Ye»,  we  can  for  any  year. 
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Jovis,  6°  die  Maij  1830. 
Captain  JOHN  MACKIE  called  in,  and  examined* 

4427.  You  have  resided  in  India  several  years  ?— I  have  for 
ten  years, 

4428.  From  vi  hat  period  ?— From  1820  till  the  kuer  cod  of 
1829. 

4429.  Did  you  command  a  ship  in  the  China  trade  ?^ — ^I  com- 
manded a  Spanish  vessel  on  the  coast  of  China* 

4430.  What  was  this  veiael  engaged   in  ?**In   the 
trade* 

44S1.  She  was  sailing  under  Spanish  colours? — She 

4432.  What  ports  of  China  have  you  visited  ? — I  visited  tiK 
port  of  Amoy,  and  aJl  the  ports  between  that  and  Canton. 

4433.  Were  you  entirely  engaged  in  the  opium  trade P^-Efl- 
tirely  ;  I  carried  also  a  little  saltpetre. 

44S4.  What  was  the  name  of  tlve  ship  ?^The  St,  SebMtian. 

4435.  Whom  was  she  owned  by  ? — Spaniards. 

4436.  Did  any  part  of  the  cargo  belong  to  British  merchanti? 
— Entirely  British, 
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4437.  Can  you  state  any  other  porti  in  China  that  you 
touched  at  besides  Amoy  ? — Not  any  other  prtncip^il  ports  ;  I 
touched  at  alJ  the  ports  between  Amoy  and  Canton. 

4438.  You  he  off  some  ports,  do  not  you  ? — I  lay  off  the 
port  calJed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  island  of  Namo. 

4439-  At  what  distance  is  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from 
Canton  ? — About  three  hundred  nniles  to  the  north-east. 

4440.  Did  you  find  good  shelter  for  your  ship  ? — Excellent ; 
11  those  harbours  are  as  safe  as  t!je  port  of  Canton  itself. 

^l*  Was  the  trade  you  carried  on  authorized  by  the  lavrt 
China  ? — I  understood  it  was  not  authorised,  but  it  was  done 
■te  openly. 

444S.  In  the  same  way  that  the  opium  trade  is  carried  on  at 
a  ton  ? — The  very  same. 

4443.  Have  you  ever  experienced  any  difficulty  in  carrying  on 
he  trade,  although  not  formally  sanctioned  by  the  Chinese 
||w«? — Never  the  least, 

4444*  Who  were  the  parties  with  whom  your  trade  was  carried 

i?^The  Chinese  merchants. 

4445.  Resident  at  any  particular  points  P^Some  of  them  from 
be  city  of  Amoy,  some  from  Ta-ho  and  Namo,  and  some  from 
aland  towns. 

4446.  Are  any  of  those  places  in  the  province  of  Fokien  ? — 
Amoy  is  in  the  province  of  Fokien.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
isJand  of  Namo  is  in  the  province  of  Fokien  or  not. 

4447.  Have  you  got  better  prices  for  those  articles  than  could 
be  got  at  Canton  ? — Yes, 

444S*  What  was  the  difference  of  the  price?— About  100 
dollars  upon  a  chest  of  opiums  or  125,  and  sometimes  150,  and 
fometimes  higher, 

4449.  What  ad\*ance  was  there  upon  the  price  of  saltpetre  ? 
-^About  three  dollars  a  pecul. 

4460.  What  might  be  the  total  value  of  saltpetre  and  opium 
that  you  disposed  of  upon  any  one  voyage  ? — In  my  second  voy- 
age I  brought  back  treasure  to  Lintin  to  the  amount  of  132,000 
^^^mMh  dollars,  partly  in  dollars,  and  partly  in  Sycee  silver. 
^^^^KL  \^liat  did  you  bring  back  the  first  voyage  ? — About 
^HH^BOO  dollars,  in  dollars  and  Sycee  silver, 
^P    4452.  How  long  did  this  second  voyage  last  from  your  leaving 
to  your  returning  to  Lintin  ? — Eight  weeks. 

r445S.  Where  did  you  dispose  of  thia  cargo  ?— At  the  Cape  of 
K>d  Hope. 
4464.  Was  there  safe  anchorage  there  ? — Quite  wife. 
4455.  Is  that  near  any  town  ? — Yes^  it  is  within  fifUen  miles 
of  a  very  large  city,  the  city  of  Tyho. 
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'  1830.        4456.  From  the  time  of  your  arrival  how  long  were  yoa  de* 
—         tained  before  you  drsposed  of  the  whole  of  your  cargo  ? — From 

■  ^''^*''''  fifteen  to  twenty  days, 

4437.  What  did  you  receive  for  your  cargo?— Sycee  siUer 
and  dollars  entirely. 

4458.  Why  did  you  make  your  returns  in  buUion  only?— I 
was  particularly  desired  by  the  agents  of  the  brig  to  take  nothiDg 
elae. 

4459>  Cotild  you  have  had  returns  in  the  produce  of  the  cotia* 
try  ? — I  could  have  had  returns  in  any  produce  of  the  provlnoesi 
such  as  sugar,  tea,  cassia^  tortoiseshell^  nankeeus,  or  any  thing 
that  could  be  had. 

4460.  You  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  completing  yoar 
cargo  of  those  articles  ?— Not  the  least. 

4461.  In  what  manner  is  the  produce  of  the  north-eastern  pro- 
vinces sent  to  Canton  ? — I  presume  it  is  principally  sent  by  set, 
from  the  number  of  large  junks  always  upon  the  coast. 

4^62.  Have  you  seen  teas  sent  by  sea? — Yes  ;  I  have  been 
on  board  of  two  junks  entirely  luaded  with  tea* 

4463.  \\1iat  was  the  size  of  them  ? — They  could  not  have 
been  less  than  200  tons. 

4464.  From  whence  did  they  come  ? — They  came  from  Aroojj 
and  they  were  bound  to  Canton. 

4465.  Did  you  board  those  junks? — I  boarded  both  of 
and  sent  letters  by  them  to  Canton. 

4466.  W^ere  those  letters  regularly  received  ?— 'They  were 
ceived  in  due  course^ 

4467.  Do  you  think  you  could  have  loaded  your  vessel  with 
teas  of  good  quality  ?— I  have  no  doubt  I  could,  of  the  very  best 
quality.  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  have  had  any  sort  of  Chinese 
produce  that  1  wished. 

4468.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  captains  or  the 
supercargoes  of  the  junks ?^ Yes;  one  of  the  merchants  gave 
me  an  invitation  to  wait  upon  htm  at  his  house  at  Canton. 

4469.  Do  you  think  you  could  have  disposed  of  any  other 
article  besides  those  you  sold  at  the  places  you  visited  ? — Yes ; 
I  think  that  woollens  might  have  been  disposed  of,  and  perfaapi 
a  small  quantity  of  iron,  a  few  watches^  and  diSerent  kinds  of 
things. 

4470.  WTiat  sneciea  of  woollens  do  you  think  you  could 
have  disposed  of?— Principally  long  ells  and  fine  broad-clotb; 
blankets  and  camlets  also  would  have  sold  very  well ;  they  art 
in  ready  demand  all  along  the  coast  of  China. 

447 L  Were  there  any  duties  paid  to  the  Government  upon 
those  cargoes  ? — I  never  paid  any  duties ;  but  1  understood  thst 
upon  all  opium  that  is  taken  away  from  the  ships  the  inferior 
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ofilcers  of  government  get  about  twenty  dollars  for  every  chest.    6  M»y  1830. 
The  Chinese  pay  that  themselves ;  the  ihjps  pay  nothing,  ~~* 

4472,  Did  you  ever  pay  any  port-charges  of  any  kind? — 
KcTcr. 

4473.  Were  you  ever  annoyed  bv  the  Chinese  authorities  ? — 
No,  I  liave  been  requested^  as  a  favour,  to  Rhifl  my  situation, 
aa  the  principal  officer  vras  coming ;  and  I  have  gone  away,  and 
come  back  again  in  one  or  two  days. 

4474*  Have  you  ever  landed  when  you  were  engaged  in  this 
trade  ?^ — Frequently  ;  almost  every  day, 

4475.  Whenever  you  hked  ? — To  any  place  I  liked. 

4476.  Were  you  on  such  occasions  ever  annoyed  or  ill  treated 
by  the  authorities  or  by  the  people  ? — Never ;  quite  the  contrary ; 
I  was  always  received  in  a  civil  way.  I  had  invitations  into  their 
houses,  and  was  treated  with  tea  and  sweetmeats. 

4477.  How  far  have  you  penetrated  Into  tlie  interior  of  the 
country  ? — Six  or  seven  miles. 

4479,  Could  you  have  gone  furtlier  if  you  had  pleased  ?— Any 
distance  I  pleased. 

4479*  What  cities  or  towns  have  you  visited  on  such  occa- 
sions ? — I  visited  the  city  of  Kesiak^  the  city  of  Araoy.  The  city 
of  Tyho  was  too  far  distant  from  the  ship,  and  I  did  not  visit  it. 

4480.  Is  Kesiak  a  large  town  ?^It  is. 
44B1.  What  is  the  population  of  it? — Tt  is  impossible  to  tell 

the  population ;  I  think  it  is  nearly  as  populous  as  Canton. 

4482,  Is  there  a  harbour  at  Kesiak  ?— A  iine  harbour. 

4463.  Was  that  a  commercial  town  ?^ — It  is  a  commercial 
town  for  junks  only. 

14484.  Do  you  know  what  province  it  is  in  ?— The  province 
of  Canton. 
4485.  Uliat  distance  from  Canton  is  it? — About  150  miles. 
4486,  Is  there  much  foreign  trade  carried  on  in  Kesiak?—* 
I  am  not  ware  that  there  is  any.     There  is  a  very  large  coasting 
trade. 
t    4487.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  Chinese  in  the  places  you 
irisited  are  anxious  for  the  extension  of  commerce  ? — I  should 
conceive  that  they  were,  because  I  have  always  found  the  Chi- 
nese inclined  to  buy  any  thing  tliat  was  at  all  useful,  of  any 
description, 
4488.  You  conceive  them  to  be  any  thing  but  an  anti-com* 
mercial  people  ?— I  should  consider  tliem  to  be  quite  otherwise. 

4489.  Do  you  conceive  that  they  have  any  antipathy  to 
itrangers  ?— I  should  conceive  quite  otherwise.  In  the  northern 
provinces  especially  I  was  most  politely  receivcdp  and  my  people 
were  equally  the  same. 
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4490.  Being  under  the  Spanish  ^ag,  could  you  have  carried 
on  a  legitimate  trade  at  the  port  of  Amoy  ?— Ves  ;  the  Spaniards 
have  had  the  privilege,  but  latterly  they  have  not  sent  any  *hips 
there. 

4491.  Perhaps  a  legitimate  trade  was  not  your  object  ?^Not 
at  all ;  we  were  trading  in  prohibited  articles. 

4492.  Do  you  imagine  that  the  contraband  trade  is  more 
profitable  than  the  authorised  trade? — I  have  never  been  in 
the  authorized  trade^  and  therefore  I  cannot  state  that* 

4493.  Did  any  other  British  ships  under  the  British  flig 
prosecute  the  same  trade  that  you  did  at  that  time  ? — Ye«, 
there  was  an  English  ship,  the  Meropc,  belonging  to  Calcutta ; 
the  Valetta,  the  Eugenia,  the  Jamecena,  and  the  Dhaule 
schooner. 

4494.  What  were  those  vessels  P^-All  English  vessels  belong- 
ing to  tlie  port  of  Calcutta. 

4495.  Wliere  were  they  trading  to  ? — To  Formosa*  and  the 
port  of  Nimpo,  which  is  considerably  to  the  north. 

4496.  Is  not  that  in  the  province  of  Kiangnan  ? — I  believe 
it  Is* 

4497.  Did  those  ships  go  to  Amoy? — One  of  them  I  think 
did^  but  they  did  nothing ;  they  knew  that  nothing  could  be 
done  by  the  merchants.  The  Meropc  touched  off  Amoy,  but 
it  did  not  go  in,  because  she  could  not  trade  in  opium. 

4498.  Had  you  any  communication  with  the  commanders  of 
those  vessels  ? — Frequently,  although  we  had  different  interests, 
all  except  the  Merope^ 

4499.  Was  your  interest  the  same  with  the  MeropeP — She 
had  an  agent  of  ours, 

4500.  Did  you  understand  from  the  commander  of  those 
vessels  that  they  carried  on  the  trade  as  easily  as  you  did?— 
With  the  same  facilities  ;  although  I  believe  I  was  rather  more 
fortunate  than  they  were*  being  engaged  in  the  trade  earlier* 

450  L  At  the  ports  you  have  named,  do  you  know  whether 
the  import  and, export  duties  are  paid  to  the  government?— I 
am  not  aware  of  the  duties ;  I  never  heard  the  duties  men* 
tioned. 

4502.  Did  the  Americans  ever  engage  in  this  trade  ? — Ame- 
rican vesselB  have  gone  to  the  coast,  but  I  believe  on  British 

account, 

4503.  Did  the  British  vessels  you  have  named  visit  anv  ports 
besides  those  you  have  mentioned  ?^ — The  Merope  traded  to  the 
port  of  Chinchoo  aad  Uie  island  of  Formosa. 

4504.  Did  the  Merope  go  to  Nimpo  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ? — Yes ;  she  touched  at  every  port  on  that  coast* 

4505.  Which  do  you  conceive  is  the  best  station  for  carrying 
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on  that  trade  ? — The  best  station  I  ever  found  was  between  the   6  Miy  I 
island  of  Namo  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope*  ~~ 

4506.  Wliy  do  you  conceive  that  to  be  better  ? — Being  the 
centre  between  two  verj'  large  towns, 

4507.  Have  you  ever  been  off  the  province  oC  Fokien  ? — 
Yes. 

4508.  What  harbour  did  you  go  into  there  ? — I  went  into 
one  of  the  ports  of  Chinchoo. 

4509.  ^Vhat  was  the  species  of  cultivation  you  saw  when  you 
landed  there  ? — The  only  species  of  cultivation  I  have  seen  was 
rice  and  sugar. 

4510.  You  did  not  go  into  the  tea  country ? — No;  I  have 
never  seen  any  tea.  1  was  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  and  I 
understood  it  was  within  a  short  distance  of  where  I  was. 

451 L  Does  not  the  tea  generally  grow  in  the  hilly  districts? 
— All  along  the  coast  is  a  mountainous  district. 

4512*  What  did  your  crew  consist  of  ?^ — Of  all  sorts  ;  English, 
natives  of  India,  and  natives  of  the  Phillipines. 

4513.  What  number  of  Englishmen  had  you? — I  had  some- 
times from  ten  to  twenty. 

4514.  What  was  the  number  of  your  crew?— Forty* 

4515.  Did  those  Englishmen  land? ^ Yes,  frequently. 

4516.  They  had  intercourse  with  the  natives?*— Yes. 

4517.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  disturbance  between  them 
and  the  natives  ? — Never  the  least  distorbance. 

4518.  Were  the  crews  genemlly  well  received  by  the  nativet? 
— Equally  as  well  as  I  was  myself;  they  were  allowed  to  walk 

ut  the  Belds,  and  to  go  into  the  houses. 

4519.  Were  any  British  seamen  on  board  the  other  ships? — 
Tea.     The  Americans  had  all  American  seamen;  the  Merope 

had  ten  or  twelve  English  seamen. 

4520.  Do  you  know  of  the  ships  you  have  mentioned  having 
ritish  seamen  on  board  ?— It  is  most  likely  that  the  otiier 
ips  had  at  least  six  English  teuaen  on  board*  as  sea-cunnies. 

4521.  Did  you  ever  understand  that  the  comnianders  of  those 
Is  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  that  circumstance  ? 

I  never  experienced  the  least  inconvenience ;  nor  did  I  under* 
d  that  any  was  experienced  by  the  others. 

4522.  Did  youBnd  the  coast  of  China  generally  in  a  state  of 
good  military  defence? — I  should  say  quite  the  contrary,  be« 
cauis  the  greatest  number  of  troops  that  ever  1  have  seen  waa 
to  the  train  of  Mandarines^  to  Uie  amount  of  about  500. 

4523.  How  were  those  armed  ? — Tliey  were  dressed  in  red 
calico  jackets  with  a  large  bamboo  hat  on,  and  with  large  wooden 
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fihoes ;  &ome  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  some  with  matchlocks 
and  some  with  spcars. 

4524.  Supposing  you  had  had  a  serjeanfs  party  of  English 
troops,  wliat  would  have  been  the  effect  upon  the  Chinese  sol- 
diers ? — They  would  have  run  away. 

4525,  Did  you  ever  go  into  their  forts  ?— Frequently. 
452G.  In  what  state  were  they  ? — In  a  state  of  dilapidation* 

4527,  What  was  the  state  of  the  guns  ? — The  guns  were  all 
dangerous  to  fire,  beiog  honey*conibed ;  and  being  laid  between 
two  pieces  of  wood,  they  could  only  be  fired  in  a  straight  di- 
rection- 

4528,  Were  the  fortifications  in  a  pretty  good  state  ? — No» 
quite  ruinous ;  there  were  about  forty  or  fifty  men  in  eacli  of  the 
fortifications. 

4529,  What  was  the  reason  you  had  so  many  men  in  a  brig  of 
200  tons  only  ?^ — The  reason  was  that  we  had  to  beat  up  against 
the  monsoon,  and  that  we  had  a  valuable  cargo  on  board* 

4530,  Did  not  you  find  that  the  number  was  too  large  ? — I 
reduced  the  number  afterwards  to  thirty* 

4531,  Had  you  any  Spaniards  on  board? — I  had  one  Spaniard 
to  represent  the  flag,  to  be  captain  or  supercargo. 

4532,  Did  you  observe  any  British  manufactures  in  the  places 
you  visited  ?^Yes  ;  I  frequently  saw  the  Chinese  wearing  them, 
such  as  camlets,  cloths,  long  ells,  and  some  English  blankets, 
English  watches  and  English  spy-glasses. 

4533,  Do  not  the  Chinese  of  respectability  generally  wcm 
two  watclies ? — That  is  always  the  case. 

45S4*  Are  not  those  watches  almost  entirely  of  English  ma- 
nufacture ? — Entirely  English  and  French, 

4535,  W^hich  predominate,  the  English  or  French  ?— I  believe 
the  English  predominate,  because  no  makers  in  Canton  cmi 
repair  the  French. 

4530,  Do  you  know  why  they  wear  two  generally  ? — Became 
they  say  if  one  goes  to  sleep  the  other  Is  awake. 

4537.  How  did  you  find  the  climate  from  the  month  of  No- 
vember to  the  month  of  March  ? — Extremely  cold ;  the  thenno* 
meter  ranged  from  45  to  60. 

4538.  Would  there  be  a  demand  for  English  blankets?— I 
should  conceive  there  would  be  a  demand  for  Englisli  blankets. 

4539,  Are  they  Jiow  generally  purchased  by  those  that  caa 
afford  them  ?■ — -By  every  one  that  can  afford  them. 

4540,  W4iat  description  of  native  woollen  manufacture  ii 
there? — The  only  native  woollen  manufacture  I  saw  is  in  imitt- 
tion  of  cashmere  shawls.  1  think  it  is  manufactured  of  goat's 
hair ;  it  i^  a  fine  sort  of  nhite  flannel. 
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4541.  Is  it  of  a  liigh  price  ? — It  is  not  within  the  reach  of  the    <*  M*y  1830. 

poor  people  at  all.  "~- 

OfjJt  /,  Mmtkii* 
4542*  What  is  the  common  dress  of  the  poor  people  ?— Blue 
cottons, 

4543.  Do  you  know  where  those  cottons  are  manufactured  ? 
—  In  China. 

4544.  Do  you  know  m  what  part  ? — Tliey  arc  manufactured  in 
all  the  provinces*  I  have  seen  them  manufactured  in  every  vil- 
l^e  I  have  gone  into. 

4545.  Did  you  ever  observe  what  sort  of  macliinery  tliey  had 
for  the  manufacture  of  those  cottons  ? — A  ytry  rude  loom,  quite 
in  a  ver)*  old  fashion. 

4546.  Did  you  ever  compare  the  price  of  cotton  so  manufac- 
tured in  China  with  the  price  of  English  cotton?— No,  I  never 
did  ;  it  is  much  dearer  than  English  cotton,  bec4iuse  English 
cottons  sell  in  China  at  very  fair  prices  ;  and  tliey  dye  English 
long-cioths  afterwards  ai  a  tubttltute  for  their  cottons,  and  they 
are  much  cheaper. 

4547.  Do  you  know  the  proportion  of  cost  ?— No. 

4548.  Did  you  see  them  spinning  ? — ^Ves. 

4549.  How  is  the  cotton  spun  ? — The  women  spin  with  their 


4550.  And  there  is  no  sort  of  machinery,  except  a  very  rude 
loom,  applied  to  the  Chinese  manufacture  ? — None  that  I  have 
seen. 

455 1 .  Were  those  cottons  that  they  dye  Indian  or  English 
cottons  ?•  English, 

4552.  Do  the  natives  prefer  their  own,  being  dearer? — 
Tlieir  own  cottons  wear  better  ;  but  a  cheap  article  is  always  a 
great  object  with  the  Cliinesci  even  tf  it  should  not  wear  so 
weU. 

4553.  Supposing  there  was  a  great  trade  carried  on  between 
Englaiid  and  China,  do  you  not  imagine  that  the  cheap  manu- 
bcttire  of  England  would  to  a  considerable  extent  supplant 
Ihe  dear  manufacture  of  China  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  would 
entirely. 

4554.  Is  the  trade  you  have  described  as  being  carried  on 
when  you  were  there  still  carried  on  ? — It  is. 

4555.  In  what  year  was  tliis  ?— In  1823  and  1824.  After- 
wards  I  lay  as  a  depot  ship  at  Lintin. 

4556.  How  long  were  you  altogether  in  China  ?— >Four  years 
and  a  half. 

4557.  How  long  is  it  since  the  Spaniards  hove  given  up  the 
Ibade  to  the  port  of  Amoy  ? — About  thirty  years.  A**  the  junks 
go  over  now  from  Amoy  to  Manilla  with  the  same  goods,  they 
can  purchase  tliem  at  a  clieaper  rate  than  they  could  get  them 
at  Ajnoy, 

4  M 
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4558.  Wliat  was  the  last  year  you  were  in  China  ? — I  ins 
tliere  five  months  in  1828,  at  Macao  and  Canton. 

4659.  In  what  year  were  the  British  ships  you  have  men- 
tioned there  ? — ^They  were  there  the  same  year  as  niyselfi  and 
I  left  some  of  them  lying  there  as  depot  ships  at  Lintin ;  they 
are  lying  there  now  as  depot-ships, 

4560.  Do  you  know  of  any  ships  having  been  there  last  year  ? 
— No,  I  do  not  know  of  any  ship.  There  was  one  vessel  went 
up  in  1828  when  I  was  there,  and  delivered  a  cargo  upon  tlie 
coast- 

4561.  What  are  tlie  depot-ships? — They  are  ships  that  lie 
outside  of  the  islands  a  Macao,  to  receive  opium,  or  any  other 
goods  that  are  wished  to  be  deposited  on  board  of  them. 

4562.  Then  you  have  no  knowledge  of  any  lawful  trade 
carried  on  there  at  all? — Not  the  least. 

4563.  Were  the  others  obh'ged  to  move  sometimes  as  well  as 
you  ? — Yes ;  we  moved  as  a  favour  to  the  Mandaipins*  The 
Mandarins  come  down  once  or  twice  a  year^  and  send  a  person 
to  warn  you  to  shift  yourselves. 

4564.  You  are  obliged  to  shift  your  station  ? — We  were  not 
obliged  to  do  it ;  but  it  was  to  favour  tliem,  that  they  might 
make  a  report  that  it  was  all  clear. 

4565«  What  number  of  ships  do  you  remember  there  at  ativ 
one  time  ? — I  have  seen  as  many  as  twenty  ships  at  one  time. 

4566.  How  many  European  ships  ? — I  have  seen  ten  Euro- 
pean ships,  and  a  considerable  number  of  American  ships. 

4567.  Did  those  ships  trade  to  the  port  of  Amoy  ?— No  i 
there  has  been  no  trade  done  at  the  port  of  Amoy;  tliev 
traded  to  the  island  of  Formosa  and  Nimpo,  and  about  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  ;  some  of  those  merchants  went  to  Amoy  and 
different  parts. 

4568.  In  fact  they  were  coast  smugglers  ?— They  wete* 

4569.  Under  what  flags  were  they  ?—Tlie  English  flag;  ill 
except  the  Americans,  and  the  vessel  Z  was  in  command  of, 
which  was  a  Spanish  flag. 

4570.  Were  there  any  Portuguese? — There  was  sometimes 
a  Portuguese  Teasel. 

4571.  You  were  understood  lo  say>  that  you  did  not  find  it 
necessary  to  establish  any  stricter  regulations  with  respect  to 
intercourse  with  the  shore  than  at  other  places  ?^ — Not  any ;  I 
allowed  my  crew  to  go  on  shore  at  any  time  tliey  pleased. 

4572.  Have  you  ever  known  any  inconvenieDce  from  it  ?— 
Not  any. 

4573>  Have  you  known  any  to  happen  witli  any  other  ship  ? 
—  Not  any. 
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'    4574.  Was  it  the  general  practice  of  the  Bhips?— It  was;    6M»yie30, 
there  wai  never  the  least  disturbance*  "J~ 

4575.  Did  you  see  the  ten  or  twelve  British  seamen  that  you 
spoke  of  on  board  the  Merope  ? — Yes  ;  I  was  on  board  of  her 
every  time  she  came  on  the  coast. 

4576.  Who  commanded  that  ship  ? — Captain  Perkins^  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  navy. 

4577.  Do  not  you  know  that  the  country  ships  generally  have 
sea-cunnies^  that  are  natives  of  India?— Yes;  but  an  opium 
ahip  being  of  considerable  value,  it  is  necessary  to  have  an 
efficient  crew  on  board  ;  and  we  prefer  to  have  a  few  English* 
men,  as  being  steady  men*  in  preference  to  tlie  natives  of  India ; 
and  the  Merope,  when  sJ»e  was  on  the  coast,  had  a  very  va- 
luable cargo  on  board  of  her, 

4578.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  any  of  the  dep6t*shipa 
you  have  mentioned? — Yes,  I  remember  them  all* 

4579.iln  your  license  was  there  any  limitation  as  to  the  ports 
to  which  you  were  to  go  ?  —  I  was  quite  independent  ot  the 
Company* 

45B0.  Where  did  you  get  your  license? — My  owner  was 
^»nsul  for  the  King  of  Spain  at  Canton,  and  he  gave  me  a 
license  whenever  1  went  to  sea. 

4581.  Have  you  been  at  Manilla? — I  never  have. 

4582.  Is  tliere  much  trade  between  Manilla  and  China  ?— .A 
considerable  trade  in  ricer  t^d  some  China  goods. 

4583.  Was  there  any  other  ship  under  Spanish  colours  be- 
sides yours?— None  ;  and  the  vessel  that  I  was  in  is  sold, 

4584*  And  there  is  now  no  trade  under  Spanish  colours  ? — 
None, 

4585.  Were  vou  not  olFered  to  carry  on  a  legitimate  trade 
with  Amoy  under  the  Spanish  flag?— Yes;  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Amoy, 

4586.  Wliat  intercourse  had  you  with  him  ? — He  visited  us 
on  board  the  ship. 

4587*  How  far  were  you  from  Amoy  ? — We  were  in  the  port 
of  Amoy,  right  off  the  palace. 

4588,  Wliat  passed  between  you  and  the  Viceroy  upon  that 
occiiaion  ? — Merely  compliments. 

[  4589,  Id  what  terms  did  he  olfer  you  to  trade  with  Amoy  ?— 
He  had  to  make  a  reference  to  another  superior  before  he  could 
give  the  terms, 

4590.  Was  that  reference  ever  made  ? — We  did  not  wait  till 
came. 

4591.  Did  the  Viceroy  know  that  you  had  opium  on  board  ? 
—No;  it  was  known  to  the  opium  dealers,  but  not  to  the 
Viceroy, 


634  EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA   AFFAIRS  : 

6MB7  1830.       4592.  How  came  he  to  offer  you  a  legitimate  trade  ?- Be- 
^-^         cause  we  hoisted  our  colours, 
CV.  J.  llackie.     ^g^^  jjy  ^^  menlioQ    the  word  legitimate  ? — He  iaid  he 
would  give  us  a  free  trade* 

4594.  Do  you  understand  the  Chinese  language  ? — I  do  not 
understand  it  so  as  to  write  it ;  I  can  speak  it  a  little. 

4595.  Is  saltpetre  a  prohibited  article  in  China? — Ills  an 
article  that  by  law  is  always  obliged  to  be  sold  to  the  govern- 
ment, but  It  is  principally  sold  to  the  outside  dealers,  who 
give  a  higher  price  for  it. 

4596.  Did  you  converse  with  the  Viceroy  ? — Yea,  througfa 
an  interpreter. 

4597.  Did  he  use  the  word  legitimate  ? — No ;  he  offefed  to 
give  us  a  cargo  in  exchange  for  what  we  might  give  him,  mouey 
or  any  thing  else.  He  said,  if  we  wished  to  have  a  cargo,  he 
wished  to  renew  the  intercourse  on  the  same  terms  as  it  had 
been  before.  ^ 

4598.  What  cargo  would  he  have  given  you  ? — Any  ihiog  we 
wished  to  purchase. 

4599.  What  commodities  could  you  have  had  from  him? — 
As  we  had  no  inteotiou  of  exportmg  any  thing,  we  made  no 
inquirieB. 

4600.  Is  the  saltpetre  imported  into  China  solely  for  ibe  pur- 
pose of  being  converted  into  gunpowder  ? — Solely  for  gunpow- 
der and  fireworks;  the  Chinese  iLse  a  great  quantity  of  small 
fireworks. 

460 L  Is  Amoy  a  very  large  town? — A  very  large  to 
there  are  nearly  as  many  junks  about  there  as  about  the  poi 
Canton. 

4602.  Do  you  suppose  it  is  at  populous  as  the  port  of  Caxt- 
ton  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  say  as  to  that. 

4603.  Did  jou  find  the  country  of  China  through  which  yoo 
went  populous  or  not  ? — Every  part  populous.  \Vhen  I  have 
been  lying  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  I  have  seen  1,000  fishing- 
boats  going  to  sea  in  a  morning;  I  have  counted  them* 

4604.  You  had  no  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Viceroy? 
—None. 

4605.  Did  he  offer  you  to  purchase  any  thing  you  had,  and 
did  he  specify  the  kino  of  cargo  he  was  ready  to  give  you  in 
return  ?*— He  specified  that  he  wished  to  renew  mtercoune 
upon  the  old  establishment,  and  any  cargo  that  we  wished  to 
purchase  he  would  do  it  in  the  old  way. 

4606.  Is  there  not  a  considerable  foreign  trade  carried  on 
with  Amoy  P^Yes,  principally  to  Manilla  and  Sincapore. 

4607.  Did  you  know  of  any  junks  that  went  from  Amoy  to 
Sincapore  ?—*Y€s,  there  are  a  considerable  number. 
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4608.  Arc  they  large  junks  ?— About  the  size  of  500  ar  600    «  Maj  Jaao. 

tons.  

4609.  What  do  they  take  to  Sincapore?— A  Chmese  Gflis» 
cotiabti  of  a  variety  of  things  ;  crockc ry-nare,  coarse  teM,  md 
etery  thing  they  expect  to  sell* 

4610.  Wlmt  did  the  junks  bring  back  from  Sincapore  ? — San^ 
1-wood  and  opium  are  the  staple  articles* 

4611.  From  your  experience  and  observation  of  the  Chineae 
ports,  what  are  the  articles  of  European  manufacture  which  you 
conaider  would  obtain  tlie  nK)st  ready  sale?* I  should  think 
wooliens  would  be  the  most  ready  article ;  cainleta,  6ne  dotha* 
and  coarse  white  cottons. 

4612.  What  should  you  say  of  iron,  in  the  ^hape  of  bars» 
and  of  hardware  ?^ — Iron  in  the  shape  of  bars  would  sell ;  I  do 
not  know  how  hardware  would  sell.  The  Chinese  would  like  it 
better  in  the  unmanufactured  state,  iu  order  tliat  tliey  niigh  t 
mantifacture  it  as  they  pleased. 

4613.  Is  iron  exteosjvely  used  in  China  ? — Very  extenaively 
uaed. 

4614u  Where  is  it  principally  obtained? — I  believe  in  the 
country.  ^ 

4615.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  cost  of  its  production  ? 
— No;  but  I  know  that  to  get  any  iron  wrought  up  in  China  will 
cost  you  aa  much  as  twelve  dollars  a  pecut ;  that  is  what  I  have 
paid  for  iron  from  Canton. 

4616.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  relative  cost  of  their 
own  earthenware  with  that  which  might  be  exported  of  similar 
quality  from  this  country  ? — I  do  not  know.  1  think  the  Chi- 
oeae  could  produce  their  own  earthenware  cheaper  than  it  could 
he  exported  from  this  country. 

4617.  Has  not  it  been  exported  from  Sincapore? — Yea;  I 
luive  oflen  had  crockery  on  board.  As  a  dep6t-shtp  I  have 
oAeB  received  goods,  such  as  woollen  goods,  crockery-ware, 
glaas,  and  Birmingham  hardware,  which  have  been  tent  up  tn 
the  port  of  Canton  and  sold. 

4618.  What  waa  the  general  quality  of  the  Chinese  iron  that 
you  law  ? — I  think  it  is  of  very  inferior  quality ;  It  rusta  very 
soon,  and  decays. 

4619.  Do  you  know  in  what  part  of  China  the  manufacture 
is? — No. 

4620.  Ii^  there  much  demand  for  leather ;  do  they  dsc  leather 
Diucb  ? — Yes  ;  the  opium  chesta  are  covered  up  with  old  ahoep* 
flkniit  and  they  were  vciy  fond  of  purchaj^ng  them. 

4621.  Did  you  scU  them  well  .^— Yes,  pretty  well. 
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4622.  Aa£  you  an  oflicer  in  the  military  navy  of  the  East- 
India  Company  ?  -  I  am  on  the  retired  list  at  present ;  I  have 
been  an  officer  in  the  service, 

4:6'23.  How  long  did  you  reside  in  India  ? — An  uniDtemipted 
period  of  nearly  twenty-five  yearn. 

4624.  How  long  is  it  since  you  returned  ? — I  returned  from 
India  in  1823. 

4625.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  India  besides  that 
immediately  connected  with  your  official  duties  as  an  officer? — 
1  accompanied  the  embassy  to  Synd  as  Surveyor  in  1807  or 
IBOB ;  I  officiated  for  nine  years  as  Assistant  in  the  Surveyor* 
generars  department,  or  Deputy  Surveyor-general  of  India  ia 
Bengal ;  I  was  employed  in  all  the  expeditions  against  tlie  Euro- 
pean enemies  of  my  country  in  India  between  1798  and  1823  ;  I 
commanded  two  ships  on  the  expeditions  to  Java  and  the  Isle 
of  France*  On  the  Java  expedition  I  officiated  as  Deputy 
A  gent -general  of  Transports  also. 

4626*  Were  you  employed  with  the  British  army  in  Guz2e- 
rat  ? — I  was.  I  accompanied  the  army  in  Guzzerat  a  short  time, 
and  afterwards  held  a  civil  situation  at  Voorbunder,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  G  u  z  zerat . 

4627.  How  long  did  you  hold  that  situation?— I  only  held 
the  civil  situation  a  l^w  months ;  I  begged  to  resign  it  to  go  on 
the  expedition  to  the  Isle  of  France, 

4628.  What  parts  of  India  have  you  visited  ? — I  Tisited 
almost  all  the  principal  ports  of  India,  Arabia,  and  Persia,  the 
Red  Sea,  and  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

4629.  Did  not  you  assist  in  the  expedition  to  Egypt  ?— I  was 
in  one  of  the  ships  which  proceeded  on  the  expedition  to  Egypt 

4630*  Have  you  ever  visited  any  of  the  ports  of  China  ?— 
No ;  I  have  merely  been  in  the  China  seas  cruizing. 

463 L  Have  you  ever  paid  any  considerable  attention  to  the 
commercial  affairs  of  the  East-India  Company  ? — I  have  paid 
some  attention  to  it,  in  consequence  of  having  determined  some 
years  ago  upon  writing  a  work  descriptive  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  East-India  Company's  service.  I  was  led  to 
project  such  a  work  from  observations  I  had  occasion  to  make 
in  tlie  course  of  my  service  ;  however,  I  have  since  relinquished 
the  intention ;  but  that  led  me  to  consider  it  more  maturely 
than  I  otherwise  should  have  done,  as  it  formed  no  portion  of 
my  professional  pursuits. 

4632.  Do  you  conceive  that  there  are  any  improvements  that 
might  take  place  in  the  pomts  you  considered  ? — Yes  ;  it  wis 
the  defect  in  the  various  branches  of  the  service  that  Jed  me  to 
the  consideration  there  were  many  defects  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  establishroenti  so  evident,  that  it  led  m%  to  coo* 
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sider  the  tubject»  in  order  to  trace  the  cauae  of  the  defects,  and   ^  May  1830 
to  point  out,  to  the  best  of  my  observation,  a  reniedy* 

4633.  Are  the  defects  you  allude  to  defects  in  the  service 
with  which  you  were  yourself  connected  ? — There  were  defects 
evident  and  monstrous  in  the  corps  I  belonged  to. 

4634.  Do  you  confine  your  observations  as  to  those  defects 
to  that  corps,  or  do  you  apply  them  to  any  other  parts  of  the 
affairs  of  the  EUist  India  Company  ?^ No,  I  do  not  confine  them 
to  that.  I  observed  defects  in  emcteocy  in  various  branches  of 
the  service ;  and  it  was  that  inefficiency  that  led  me  to  consider 
the  subject,  for  the  purj>0!jeof  givinga  detailed  account  of  it,  in 
order  that  a  remedy  might  be  applied  hereafter* 

'4635.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  trade?— Never,  upon 
any  occasion. 

4636.  Have  you  had  any  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  East-India  Company*s  commercial  shipping? — 1  have. 

4637.  What  class  of  ships  have  the  East>India  Company  been 
in  the  habit  of  employing  in  their  commerce  ? — Of  various 
classes ;  latterly  greater  variety  than  formerly ;  I  speak  of  tlie 
last  twenty-five  years ;  they  have  some  larger  ships  now  than 
they  had  at  that  time*  I  believe  the  r^ular  ships  employed  by 
the  East-India  Company  are  from  700  to  1400  tons;  other 
ahips  are  occasionally  engaged  in  their  service,  as  extra  and 
chartered  ships,  of  a  smaller  description. 

4638.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  large  class  of  vessels  of  the 
East* India  Company  possess  any  advantage  over  the  class  of 
vessels  used  by  the  Americans  or  the  free-traders  of  this  country 
for  the  China  trade? — I  understand  that  the  large  class  of  ships 
«re  subject  to  less  expense  with  reference  to  the  port-duties 
pmd  at  Canton  ;  but  in  every  other  point  of  view,  as  far  as 
regards  the  employment  of  merchantmen,  I  should  say  the 
smaller  class  ship  is  better  adapted  for  many  reasons.  A  small 
class  sfiip  of  an  inftrior  description  would,  in  proceeding  to  the 
port  of  Calcutta,  take  in  her  cargo  at  once  ;  a  large  ship  takes 
in  her  cargo  at  Saugur,  which  is  a  very  considerable  way  down 
the  river;  it  is  in  fact  the  entrance  fo  the  river  Hooghley,    The 

^consequence  of  chat  is,  that  a  great  expense  is  incurred  in  lading 
ifliose  ships,  and  at  different  periods  of  the  year  the  tide  is  so 
pid  that  it  creates  considerable  delay  as  well  as  expense.  The 
llay  in  a  large  ship  like  that  might  possibly  extend  to  fifteen 
s^Ays  if  a  boat  came  down  one  day  too  late,  for  unless  she  went 
;  on  a  spring-tide  she  could  not  get  out  until  the  next  spring* 


4639.  Do  you  know  the  port  of  Canton  ? — No, 

4640.  Do  you  know  whether  those  observations  which  ap 
the  river  Hooghley  apply  to  the  port  of  Canton?— Tiiey 

(lUSt  apply  to  every  lar]ge  snip  which  cannot  go  up  to  the  port 
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«y  1830.  to  which  fihe  ia  proceeding  for  a  cargo.     If  the  communii 

"^■^  must  be  made  by  means  of  boats,  an  increased  expense  mi 

'-^^M^^Htid  ^^  *^^  conseauence ;  and  I  suppose  it  applies  partially  at  Ci 

*      *H/^  '  ^Qjj^  air,^  iQ  ^]I  porig  situate  in  rivens. 

4641.  Do  you  conceive  the  East-India  Company's  ships 

liarly  fitted  for  carrying  troops  ? — A  large  ship  is  certainly  m 
better  adapted  for  carrying  troops  than  a  smaller  ship. 

4642.  Are  not  the  troops  sent  out  from  this  country 
accommodated  in  the  orlop  deck?— I  have  heard  so* 

4643*  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Company's  ships  bdng 

ployed  as  men-of-war  ? — I  have  lieard  that  there  have  been  soi 
of  them  armed  occasionally. 

4644.  What  class  of  man-of-war  of  an  enemy  should  you  think 
a  Company's  China  ship  of  13(>0  tons  burthen,  with  30  guns  and 
130  men,  would  be  a  match  for? — It  would  be  difficult  to  say 
what  she  would  be  a  matcJi  for.  I  conceive  a  ship  of  1300  toi  "~ 
with  130  men,  scarcely  sufficient  men  to  manage  her  in  actii 
and  if  she  had  any  number  of  guns  on  board*  they  may  be  con- 
sidered inanimate  pieces  of  iron,  without  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  use  them*  But  to  say  what  she  would  fall  a  capture  to 
would  be  merely  matter  of  opinion  ;  but  that  can  be  better 
tained  by  asking  what  vessels  they  have  beaten  off,  and  wl 
they  have  been  captured* 

4045,  Do  you  recollect  the  action  between  Admiral  Lii 
and  a  fleet  of  East-Indiamen  ? — I  recollect  the  action.     I  belli 
there  were  sixteen  Indiamen  of  the  largest  descriptioD,  with 
a  number  of  country  ships.     The  French  force  consisted  of 
eighty-fbur-gun  ship,  two  frigates,  two  sloops,  and  a  brig  ;  aoi 
conclude  that  the  judicious  conduct  of  Commodore  Dance, 
firmness,  his  decision,  and  his  good  management,  induced 
French  admiral  to  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  his  actual 
which  led  to  a  result  no  less  creditable  to  the  British  than 
graceful  to  the  French.     To  judge  of  the  severity  of  an  acti< 
one  must  look  at  the  result  of  the  killed  and  wounded.     It 
stated  that  the  action  lasted  about  fbrty-6ve  minutes.    Now, 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  side  of  the  British  is  stated  at 
killed  and  one  wounded ;  and  the  French  admiral  declared  m 
letter  to  General  Daccaio,  that  he  sustained  no  loss  whatt 
An  Iiidiaman  is  a  very  formidable- looking  ship,  and  is 
painted  like  a  first-rate  man-of^ivar;  she  would  at  any  time 
taken,  at  a  considerable  distance,  for  a  sixty^four ;  consequent 
if  the  French  were  not  disposed  to  fight,  they  had  very  good  r< 
son  for  imagining  that  there  were  a  few  sixty-fours  out  of  ' 
sixteen,  and  they  had,  consequently »  very  good  reasoD  for 
ning  away« 

4646.   Have  you  ever  known  an  Indiaman  captured  by  f 
French  privateer  ? — Yes,  I  have- 
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464>7.  Do  you  remember  ihe  name?^*YfiBy  1  recollect  tht 
capture  of  the  Kent, 

4MS.  >^1iere  wan  she  cft|ittifed  ? — In  the  bay  of  BetignK 

4649.  What  was  the  size  of  fhe  Ken!  ?— I  believe  the  Kent 
iras  an  IndiamaTi  of  about  800  tons, 

4650.  How  many  gunjs  hud  ^he? — About  thirty  guat;  ^ 
believe  she  hud  between  100  and  200  troops  on  board. 

4651.  WTiat  was  t!ie  Kent  captured  by  ? — By  the  Contiance. 

4652.  What  was  the  size  of  her?— About  300  toot:  I  hap- 
pened to  be  on  board  her  after  the  peace  of  Amiens. 

4653.  Do  yOM  know  the  number  of  g^uns  she  carried  ?<- A boul 
sixteen  or  eighteen  guns. 

46d^  Do  yoti  rernember  any  other  capture  of  an  Indiaman  ? 
'—I  cannot  calt  to  ray  recollection. 

M5^  Do  you  recollect  the  Triton  ? — Tes^  I  do ;  she  was 

iha  Millie  size  &b  the  Kent. 

4656.   Wliat   was   the   Triton  ctfptured   by  ?  —  By  a   pilot 

cbooner;  which   pilot  schooner  was  teken  by  Monsieur  Sur- 

and  a  few  Fret>ch  priiioners  who  escaped  Iroin  Fort  Wil- 

went  down  the  river  in  a  liudgerow,  and  seized  a  pilot 

booner  at  the  entrance  of  the  nver;  they  then  ran  out  to  sea, 

1  ^Hng  in  with  the  Triton,  t  believe  olFGanjam,  they  boarded 

er,  tinder  pretence  of  piloting  her,  and  made  her  their  prize, 

46)57.  When  did  that  bapfJCfi?— I  do  not  remember;  hot  I 

the    commander  and  officer*  of  the  Kent  behaved  us 

_rely,  and  defended  the  ship  as  long  as  in  their  power.     I 

ror  heard  the  slighteDt  slur  thrown  upon  the  conduct  of  any 

li©f  the  parties,  and  her  capture  possibly  may  be  in  some  measure 

[aUributable  to  the  pecuhnr  structure  of  Indiamefi,  which  carr^, 

rery  injudiciously,  most  of  tttetr  guns  below ;  consequently,  in 

[the  event  of  her  being  boarded,  most  of  the  men  are  below  when 

"       ougfu  to  be  on  t\eck.    I  think  an  Indi&man  would  be  much 

'  formidable  if,  instead  of  having  thirty  guns  below,  she  had 

renty  on  deck. 

465B.  Do  you  think  the  sea*risk  of  an  Indiamani  equipped  in 
|lhe  usual  way,  greater  or  less  than  that  of  a  merchant-ship  e«]uip- 
[ped  in  the  ordinary  way  ? — I  believe  at  Lloyd's  the  insurance  i» 

Eecisely  equal  between  a  good  ship  marked  A.  afui  any  of  tlte 
ist-India  ships,  therefor^  In  that  point  of  view  the  rmk  is  con- 
[iMered  equal ;  however,  personally,  I  should  say  a  merchant- 
I  Aip  laden  is  lets  safe  enciimbered  with  gtms  (ban  if  she  was 
|#itiiout  them,  m  far  as  sea -worthiness  goes. 

4659,  Do  you  erer  remember  an  instance  of  a  vessc!  being 
rerset  on  that  account? — Ves,  I  recollect  one  of  the  Company** 
bips  of  BOO  tons,  called  the  Devonshirer  overset  in  my  presence 
[  the  river  Hooghlcy^  in  a  regular  north-wester. 

4M0.  Do  yoB  lUribotc  that  loss  la  her  having  porta?-* Tea; 
4o 
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the  north-wester  threatened  for  two  or  three  hours  before  it  came 
on  ;  the  8ky  was  completely  blackenetl ;  she  was  taking  in  cargo* 
and  all  her  ports  were  opened ;  when  the  north-wester  took  her 
she  heeled  over ;  before  they  could  shut  her  ports  she  filled  aod 
went  down,  and  she  remained  with  her  mast-heads  only  above 
water. 

4-6G1,  Do  you  remember  any  ships  being  lost  in  the  yean 
1807  and  1808  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Isle  of 
France  ?— Yes,  I  recollect  it  as  a  matter  of  history. 

4662.  Do  you  consider  that  they  are  more  h'ahle  to  that  dan- 
ger from  their  having  ports  and  guns  than  if  they  had  none  ? — 
I  have  stated  that  as  my  opinion  with  respect  to  merchant  ships 
generally ;  but  perhaps  that  fact,  wjth  respect  to  this  fleet, 
would  be  best  ascertained  by  inquiring  whether  there  were  Dot 
some  country  ships  in  company.  I  have  heard  that  there  were 
some  country  ships  in  company,  and  that  none  of  them  were  lost. 

466S,  Do  you  consider  the  East^India  Company *s  present 
mode  of  chartenng  ships  as  the  most  economical  that  can  be 
adopted  ? — Certainly  not. 

4664,  Will  you  expbin  the  reasons  why  you  are  of  that  opi- 
nion ? — ^I  think  if  reference  be  had  to  some  papers  laid  before  the 
Court  of  Proprietors  in  1826,  a  list  of  which  I  have  here,  a  list 
of  the  shipping  will  be  found  which  were  employed  at  that  tinier 
Some  of  them  have  been  taken  up  as  high  as  26  odd  pounds  a 
ton,  and  subject  to  an  additional  £1.  10^.  if  sent  to  any  inter- 
mediate port  in  India.  Now  looking  at  that  very  list  laid  before 
the  Court  of  Proprietors,  I  find  that  ships  may  be  had  at  t 
much  lower  rate,  and  that  they  have  been  had  by  the  East-India 
Company  for  a  single  voyage  for  £12,  Bs. 

4665*  Are  the  tenders  for  the  Company *8  ships  publicly  ad* 
vertised  for  ? — 1  believe  they  are  publicly  advertised  for. 

4666*  Do  you  conceive  that  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  getting 
ships  furnished  to  the  Company  ? — ^I  should,  provided  tii^  ad- 
vertisements embraced  that  class  of  ghtpplng  which  is  to  be  bad 
in  the  greatest  abundance  in  tlie  shipping  market ;  but  if  the 
advertisement  describes  ships  of  which  it  is  well  known  there  ore 
verj'  few,  or  perhaps  none  to  be  had,  I  conceive  the  advertise* 
ment  goes  rather  to  meet  the  ship  than  the«hip  the  advertise- 
ment. To  illustrate  the  fact*  I  would  put  a  case  hypothetically; 
suppose  the  Company  advertise  for  a  ship  to  be  built  in  lie 
Island  of  Penang,  of  teak,  to  bring  home  a  cargo,  and  at  such 
a  date,  I  put  it  to  the  Committee  to  judge  whether  there  would 
be  likely  to  be  any  competition  to  meet  such  an  advertisement. 

4667.  Have  you  made  emy  calculation  of  the  amount  which 
might  be  saved  by  a  different  mode  of  contracting  tliao  now  par- 
sued?— Yes  ;  I  have  a  calculation,  the  result  of  which  exhibits 
tlie  saving  that  might  be  effected  ;  l(  the  ships  engaged  by  the 
East-India  Company^  instead  of  being  taken  up  for  six  voyages 
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and  for  three  voyages,  had  been  engaged  for  one  voyage,  at  the  <5  M^j  1830. 
rate  exhibrted  in  the  statement  laid  by  the  Company  before  the 
Court  of  Proprietors,  a  saving  might  be  effected  per  voyage*  ima- 
gining the  whole  of  the  ships  to  have  perfonned  one  voyage  com^ 
plete»  of  no  less  than  iC574,028  ;  but  if,  instead  of  faking  them 
v^ioit  one  voyage,  at  €13, 6.f.,  which  is  the  average  of  the  single 
▼oppttge  ships,  they  had  been  obtained  at  what  I  conceive  tliey 
might  be,  at  10  guineas  or  CIO  per  ton,  a  saving  then  would 
have  been  effected  of  upwards  of  £B57,82a. 

4668.  What  time  would  the  voyage  occupy? — ^Looking  at 
the  distance  they  have  to  go,  and  what  a  free  tradtr  could  do, 
and  of  course  whatever  a  free  trader  could  do  the  Company's 

bips  ought  to  be  able  to  do,  they  ought  to  do  it   in  twelve 
auths;  but  if  the  East-India  Company  have  generally  engaged, 
!  I  conceive  they  have  done,  a  great  deal  more  tonnage  than  they 
ctually  require,  of  course  the  expense  must  be  commensurate. 

4669.  Should  you  say  tliat,  in  the  present  mode  of  manage- 
ent,  there  is  £700,000  or  £800,000  thrown  away  by  the  Com- 

any  in  their  charge  for  shipping  per  annum? — NO|I  have  tjiken 

be  whole  of  the  Company's  tonnage  employed  at  the  time  the 

were  laid  before  the  Court  of  f^ropnetors ;  it  includes 

bit^*-seven  ships  then  chartered,  and  they  had  seven  ships  of 

heir  own*     Those  two  bodies  of  shipping  taken  together  collec- 

Bvely  amounted  to  64,OtN3  tons;    therefore  I  have  taken   ihe 

rhofeof  that  quantum  of  tonnage^  and  said,  if  the  tonnage  cmU 

flch  a  sum  before  they  have  completed  one  voyage,  and  they 

:>uld  procure  shipping  in  the  market  to  do  it  at  CJO<  10^,,  the 

sving  upon  that  quantity  of  tonnage  will  be  tlie  amount  i  have 

ft  ted. 

4i670.  You  have  stated,  that  if  the  voyage  performed  by  the 

t-Indla  Company  were  performed  by  a  free  trader,  it  would 

» performed  in  one  year  out  and  home  ? — UDquestiociably*   But 

Tsne  had  to  go  to  Bombay  and  be  detained,  and  then  to  go  to 

yfadras,  as  the  Company  s  ships  frequently  do,  there  is  no  say- 

Dg  what  will  be  the  length  of  the  voyaf^e.     But  they  do  not  do 

free  of  expense,  because  they  frequently  pay  demurrage  for 

iich  detention. 

4671.  What  is  the  average  lime  occupied  by  the  Company 
this  voyage?— That  is  a  question  not  easily  answered,  un- 

•syou  particularize  some  particular  ship*  I  have  known  some 
'  the  Company's  ships  cruising  from  one  side  of  India  to  another 
'  a  cargo,  I  have  known  ihe  Carmarthen  and  the  Herculeum» 
lips  taken  up  in  war  time  at  an  enormous  rate.  I  made  a  voy- 
ge  ouj,  to  sea  cruising,  and  came  in  again,  and  found  the  Car- 
narthen  still  lying  at  anchor. 

4672.  Do  you  know  the  longest  time  occupied  by  a  Com- 
ftny*s  ship  in  pertbrming  the  voyage  out  and  home? — 1  cannot 
nsittvely  speak  to  that  fact,  but  1  suppose  some  of  them  make 

^tlie  voyage  in  fourteen  months* 
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4673.  Do  you  dunk  thai  k  about  the  average  ? — No.  ii  it 
impossible  to  average  Uiem^  because  maoy  causes  may  openOe 

to  their  detention, 

4674.  Are  such  causes  of  very  long  detention  very  frequeol? 
— I  do  not  imagine  tliat  such  very  long  detentions  are  rery  fre- 
quent ;  but  I  imagine  that  it  may  be  clearly  known  that  a  cop- 
siderable  detention  occurs,  by  the  papers  at  the  India^House. 
But  I  would  not  press  so  mucti  upou  the  delay  of  the  voyage,  as 
upon  the  ship  being  sent  often  hajf^laden,  because  tho  ships  that 
go  from  Bombay  to  China  are  not  above  half-iaden  on  the  Com- 
pany's account,  therefore  tlie  remainder  of  that  freight  is  a  dead 
loss.  Perhaps^  to  illustrate  the  high  price  of  ships,  I  need  ooiy 
slate  that  His  Majesty  has  been  building  in  the  Company ^s 
dock-yard  at  Bombay  seven ty*fourS|  at  per  ton  much  less  than 
the  freight  jper  ton  of  the  r200-ton  ships  in  war  time  ;  fod 
he  has  buitt  frigates  at  a  tower  rate  than  some  of  the  shipis  Qow 
taken  by  the  £ast*India  Company  sail  per  ton. 

4675.  At  what  rate  have  they  built  frigates  at  Bombay? — 
The  Trincomalee  frigate,  of  1065  tons,  was  built  for  £29,  8i.2i 
per  ton  ;  these  are  built  of  teak*  The  Cornwallis,  seventy-four, 
of  1809  tons,  was  built  at  £30.  Hs.  a  ton  ;  the  Victor,  of  382 
tons,  was  built  at  £23.  9s,  Id,  a  ton ;  the  Zebra,  of  3B5  toos, 
was  built  at  £*34jf.  65.  Id.  a  ton  ;  the  Sphinx*  of  239  tons,  wai 
built  at  £24.  6^*  6c/.  a.  ton  ;  the  Camden,  of  240  tons,  was  built 
at  £25.  35.  lOd  a  ton. 

467G.  You  have  compared  the  price  per  ton  at  which  tliA 
Government:  build  ships  in  the  Company's  dock-yard  with  iba 
rate  of  freight  per  ton  et  which  the  Company  take  up  their 
ships ;  for  what  purpose  do  you  make  that  comparison : — ^It 
strikes  one  as  a  singular  fact,  that  you  could  build  a  ship  for  s 
great  deal  less  monej^,  by  one- third,  than  you  could  hire  one; 
and  I  believe  the  price  of  the  seventy-fours  built  at  Bombay 
now  to  be  enormous,  from  the  inju<ficious  manner  of  gettine 
the  timber,  I  could  suggest  a  mode  by  which  the  price  oT 
timber  would  be  reduced  one-half* 

4677.  Do  the  Company  ever  build  at  all  for  commercial  pur- 
poses ? — Yes ;  the  Company  have  seven  ships  of  their  own. 

4678.  Can  you  compare  the  expense  at  which  those  ship* 
were  built  by  the  Company  w  ith  the  expense  of  the  ships  built 
by  the  Government  at  Bombay  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  the  rate  at 
which  they  build  their  commercial  ships,  but  I  can  pronounce 
upon  what  it  cost  to  build  some  of  their  pilot  schooners  at 
Bombay  ;  I  must  speak  to  that  from  recollection.  I  recollect, 
just  before  I  left  Bengal,  some  piiot  schooners  w^ere  built  for  the 
Company  s  service,  which  appeared  to  be  at  such  an  enormoui 
expense  tliat  it  led  the  Marine  Board  there  to  animadvert  upon 
the  charge  ;  and  the  papers  happened  to  come  to  the  office  mt 
day  when  I  was  there,  and  I  took  them  up,  and  on  going  into 
the  papers,  at  the  request  of  a  genlieraan  present,  I  found  that 
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those  schooners  cosl  upwards  of  £50  a  ton,  while  the  King  was  6  May  I  MO, 
building  for  £30.  It  appeared  very  monatrous,  and  it  induced 
the  Board  to  wTite  to  the  Bengal  Government,  who  wrote  for 
an  explanation.  The  explanation  sent  round  by  Mr,  Meritoni 
the  8u  peri  nlen  dent  Qi^  Bombay,  staled  tliat  those  vessel  a  were 
so  expensive  in  consequence  of  being  entirely  fastened  with 
copper;  tliat  the  former  pilot  schooners,  of  which  a  calculation 
had  been  submitted,  previously  buUt  for  the  Bengal  Governmeni 

I  in  Mr«  Dundas's  time,  liad  been  fastened  with  iron ;  but  it  was 
singular  enough^  on  analyzing  the  account,  it  turned  out  thai 
Ihere  was  more  iron  employed  in  the  copper-fa^teni^d  vesacia 
than  there  was  In  those  that  were  built  all  of  iron. 
4679.  Was  that  ever  explained  ? — No,  I  believe  there  waa 
never  any  stitii^ractory  explanation  given  after  thuL 
4680.  Is  this  all  piatter  of  recollection,  or  matter  of  record  ? 
— It  18  matter  of  recollection  now ;  but  it  b  deeply  impressed 
on  my  mind,  because  I  happened  to  have  the  papers  in  my  hand* 
and  1  recollect  tlie  correspondence  between  the  Marine  Board 
at  Calcutta  and  the  Government  of  Bombay  upon  the  subjects 

4661,  On  comparing  the  expense  of  the  ships  engaged  in 
the  private  trade  with  the  ships  engaged  in  the  China  trade  by 
he  Company,  are  you  aware  that  the  size  and  the  equipment 
^ those  ships  employed  in  the  Company's  service  are  regulated 
J   bw  ? — No,  I   am   not   aware   of  that   fact.     By  the  58th 
jeorge  IIL,  I  see  the    Act  of  the  S9th  and  the  50th  and  tlie 
iBiet  are  re(>ealed,  and   since  that  it  has  rK»t  been  imperative  U> 
ii#quip  tho»e  ships  in  that  manner. 

4682.  Are  you  not  aware  that  since  that  a  very  great 
Ichange  has  been  produced  in  the  Company's  commerciaTma- 
f  line  ? — 1  am  not  aware  of  that. 

4683.  When  did  the  repeal  take  place  ?— In  1818, 

4684.  In  what  year  was  thi^  transaction?^!  think  it  mtist 
kliave  been  about  IHW  or  1821  that  the  correspondence  resf>ecl^ 
ling  pilot  schooners  took  place. 

4685.  In  speaking  of  the  ships  which   the   Company  ware 
rmploying  in  the  year  1826,  do  you  mean  to  compare  them  with 

I  the  ships  taken  up  for  single  voyages  in  the  year  1830?  — I  beg 
submit  to  the  Committee  a  statement  of  all  the  ships  em- 
ployed by  the  East- India  Company  in  the  year  1826,  describing 
Khe  name*  the  size  of  the  ship,  the  rate  at  which  she  is  taken, 
nd  all  the  particulars.     It  is  from  those  ships  I  formed  that 
Itatement.     It  is  by  calculation  between    the  high-freighted 
^lp«  and  the  low-freiglued  ones,  in   diat   statement  furnished 
by  the  India  House  to  me,  that  I  have  drawn  tlie  comparisoni, 
Wt  I  have  not  lost  sight  of  their  own  ships,  seven  in  number, 
rliich  are  sailing  at  the  rate  of  about  £27  a  ton. 
[£2%«  witness   delivered  in   the   itaiemeni^    which   tvas  reai^  at, 
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la  January  1836,  itappe^cd  by  papers  laid  before  tht  Court  of 
Propnetors  that  the  East-India  Company  had  (hen  engaged  iti  thdr 
trade  forty-seren  ships ,  riz.  twenty-faur  for  six  voyageti,  some  of 
which  were  hired  a^  hich  as  iftMS.  I  Or.  per  ton;  others  for  three 
^ojagw ;  and  only  five  (or  one  voyige ;  theaverai^  rate  of  freight 
on  auch  fire  singie-voya|(e  f^hips  wni  only  JCl'S.  %§,  per  ton  eat/dk, 

NoiA  the  chartered  ^hips  ^)ovc  meaiiQiicd,  forty -aeven  in  oumber, 
collectively  ajnount  to  ubout  ^.'itGOl  tons,  and  the  rate  of  freight 
abore  stated  cost  the  Company  per  voyuge,  ex-  £,  m,  d. 
elusive  of  demo rrage „  1,187,778     0    0 

The  Company  have  also  sercn  ships  of  their 
own,  amounting  to  al»9Ut  8,897  tons,  and  %vh)ch, 
by  the  accounts  submitted  in  18^,  average,  takitig 
theat  uUogecher  for  the  voyage  they  have  per- 
formed, about  £^7<  d«<  dc/.  per  ton,  niakini;  the 
amount  of  expense  per  %'oyilge  on  the  »cven  of  ,.*     )^44,07^     ^    ^ 

Or  the  total  charge  for  freight  per  voyage 1,431,85^    0    0 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  if  the  Company,  in- 
stead of  en^a^ng  ships  as  above,  for  six  and  three 
TO>iiges,  bad  hired  shifis  for  one  %'oyaf(c  at  £}^,  (W. 
pec'ton,  the  amount  charf^  for  64,49^  tons  of 
abipping  w(»uld  have  been  oo^ *«  *  ••••••*••    8£7«S23    8    0 
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Effecting  a  saving  par  voyage  of  no  less  than*..  £5/4^028  IJ    0 

If,  however,  the  Company  were  desirous  to  conduct  their  com- 
merce with  loditt  and  Chinn  in  the  mojt  profitable  manner,  they 
would  employ  atieh  class  o\^  ihips  a*  the  British  market  o^crs  in 
abundance,  and  their  tonnnge  nn^JtM  be  all  obtained  at  XIO,  or  pro* 
bably  £10,  lUf.  per  ton,  by  i«bicn  means  n  saving  in  their  charges 
for  tonuiige  per  voyage  mighl  be  effected  to  the  amount  of  j£750,00ft 
sterling. 

The  Company,  however,  by  reference  to  the  papen;  at  the  India 
Uouae,  ibowiii^  how  the  M\v&  engaged  by  them  Mtt  bdcn,  appear 
Itltle  diapciaad  to  economize  in  this  branch  of  expeone,  as  those 
•hipi,  except  on  the  ret  urn*  voyage  from  China»  are  aekloai  more 
llian  two-thlfda  laden  on  the  Company's  aecouiit. 


44S6*  Did  you  tnean  to  My,  in  a  previous  part  of  your  evi- 

eooe,  that  the  amount  of  £500.000  might  be  saved  between 

'  Averege  rates  of  the  ships  in  th<.'  service  of  the  Company  in 

year  1826,  and  what  might  be  now  p^uppUed  if  compelilion 

the  market  was  miide  use  oVt — Not  quite  so;  my  Ptatcment 

to  4lraw  a  cotnparison  of  what  the  Company  have  dos 

iWefl  with  respect  to  %\q  ships  taken    up  for  singlf  \ 

'k  ihips  they  got  at  £13,  6 v.  per  ton»  and  I  say  that  suppose 

_  •  ll«d  taken  them  all  up  in  that  way,  such  would  have  been 

Id^  saving  ;  but  my  last  statement  goes  to  illufttrute  what  miprht 

lyive  been  done  if  they  had  been  had  at  £IQ^  which  I  consider 

a  sort  of  market  freight. 

4  p 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

44597.  Are  yoo  not  aware  that  the  Coiivpany  were  obliged  by 
the  last  Act  to  take  up  ships  for  six  voyages  ? — I  am  aware 
that  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliaraeot  which  enjoins,  that  ships 
taken  up  for  the  trade  with  India  and  China  shall  be  taken  up 
for  six  voyages  ;  but  I  aui  ako  aware  that  there  is  an  Act  whidi 
permits  the  East-India  Company  to  take  ships  up  for  one  voyage 
to  China  ;  those  are  the  ships  that  I  propose  to  have  taken  up. 

4688.  Did  you  mean  to  state  that  in  the  year  1826  the  Com- 
pany did  take  a  certain  number  of  ships  at  £13.  IO5*  per  ton? — 
Tliere  are  no  ships  taken  up  ii^  that  statement  in  1826,  the  last 
is  in  August  1825.  Here  are  some  ships  taken  up  at  £10.  I9i, 
to  proceed  to  North  America  ;  but  I  imagine  they  might  be  li^d 
as  well  for  one  purpose  as  the  other, 

4689.  Are  you  aware  that  the  East-India  Comjjany  has» 
during  the  currency  of  their  present  charter,  txdcen  up  a  number 
of  ships  for  six  voyages,  at  from  £21  to  £26  per  ton,  and  that, 
per  voyage,  a  good  free-trader  might  be  Iiad  from  £8  U>  £10 
per  ton  in  the  same  year  ? — Of  course  my  answer  is  but  matter 
of  opinion.  I  cannot  decide  upon  what  a  free*trader  might  pos- 
sibly be  had  for;  but  it  is  pretty  notorious:  and  I  should  only 
say,  if  I  had  a  free-trader  to  employ  myself,  I  ahouM  be 
very  much  obliged  to  the  Company  to  take  her  for  six  voyages 
instead  of  one,  and  therefore  1  should  think  that  is  in  favour  of 
the  six -voyage  ship. 

4690.  It  appears  by  that  statement^  that  the  rate  of  freight 
at  which  the  CompauT  take  up  ships  for  six  voyages  is  higher 
than  that  at  which  they  take  them  up  for  one  voyage  ?—  Uo- 
questionably. 

4691.  What  is  the  reason  of  that  dilTerence? — I  consider  it 
is  because  there  is  less  competition.  There  is  very  little  com- 
petition in  1200  or  1300-ton  ships;  there  is  nobody  but  the 
owner  of  a  China  ship  hardly  that  can  think  of  tendeVing,  there 
is  nobody  else  in  the  market ;  therefore  the  competition  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  dozen  Individuals,  and  I  believe  few  persons  eter 
build  a  1200-ton  ship  unless  tliey  have  very  good  reason  tothiak 
they  have  interest  enough  to  get  her  employed.  But,  howeTer, 
to  illustrate  why  the  Company  have  those  ships,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  go  a  little  farther  back  into  the  Company's  liistory.  In 
looking  hack  to  the  history  of  the  East-India  Company,  and  the 
style  of  equipment  which  seems  to  have  been  followed  up  to  the 
present  hour,  the  reasons  which  induced  such  equipment  havii^ 
long  since  subsided^  it  may  be  worth  while  to  remark,  that 
when  the  ships  were  first  fitted  out,  and  armed  with  guns  and 
a  large  proportion  of  men,  the  India  seas  were  infested  with 
freebooters  and  pirates,  formidable,  said  of  course  their  com- 
mercewas  in  danger  without  such  equipment;  and  at  that  time, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  Company's  history,  the  ships  fitted  out 
by  the  East -India  Company  were  in  all  respects  formidable  tt 
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men-oT'War,     His  Majesty's  ships  were  much  less  eJHcient  than    G  Mny  I8J0, 
they  are  at  present  and  the  dllference  wwi  not  so  great  then 
between  East-Indmmen  and  raen-of-war. 


.  4692,  Now  the  Company  take   up  a  d  life  rent  class  of  ships 
for  single  voyages  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

4693.  Is  there  any  dlstUiclion  beti^een  the  Act  as  to  tJie 
chiM  of  ships  wliich  they  are  permitted  to  take  up  for  six 
vojages  ? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  tlie  precise  terms  of  the  Act ; 
but  I  should  imagine  that  the  legijilature  have  no  motive  in 
circumscribing  the  conduct  of  the  Company  in  the  management 
of  their  commerce,  and  that  any  Act«  which  have  been  framed 
for  the  government  of  the  Company  in  taking  up  their  ahips  have 
beeD  most  likely  from  the  petition  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  that  ihcy  have  in  fact  framed  tlie  Act  themselves* 

469-^,  Can  you  give  any  reason  for  the  difference  of  the  daM 
of  ships  which  the  Company  lake  up  for  their  single  voyages? 
— I  am  not  positively  aware  of  it ;  I  believe  the  East-India 
Company  prefer  large  ships  from  many  considerations ;  they 
may  perhaps  consider  them  mure  available  for  oilier  purposes, 

4695.  It  appears,  by  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Lords  in  the  year  1821,  tliat  it  was  then  stated 
by  Mr.  Grant  that  there  were  tenders  to  tlie  East-  India  Com- 
pany for  forty-eighl  ships,  of  the  aggregate  burthen  of  24,350 
tons,  the  highest  rate  of  freight  not  exceeding  £12.  10^.,  tlie 
lowest  not  more  than  £7 ;  the  whole  making  an  average  together 
not  exceeding  €9,  Ifij,  lOd,  per  ton  ;  that  the  Company  obtained 
the  tonnage  they  required  from  the  quantity  offered  upon  that 
occasion  at  the  average  rate  of  €8,  4*,  SJ.  per  ton  ;  do  you 
Itnow  what  the  Company  were  paying  in  the  year   1821  for 

'lips  that  were  chartered   bv  themselves? — I  do  not  see  any 

lip  taken   up  in  1B21  ;  hut  Wre  is  one  in  18*^,  the  Bombay; 

here  is  one  in  September  1819,  the  Duchess  of  Atliol,  1330 

ons,  £25.  1  Oj. ;  then  here  is  tlie  Hythe,  1333,  taken  up  about 

Ittie  same  time«  £25,  9j. 

4696.  Does  not  part  of  those  high  charges  arise  from  the 
expensive  equipment  of  those  ships?— Possibly  part  of  them 

Day  arise  from  that ;  they  are  certainly  equipped  in  a  superior 
nner  to  what  ordinary  njcrchantmen  are. 

4697.  Do  you  see  any  necessity  for  that  extra  equipment? — 
should  imagine,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  the  question 
f solves  ilaclf  into  what  the  underwriters  consider  to  be  desirable 

not  desirable  ;  because  if  they  will  insure  your  sliip  atul  cargo 
the  same  rate  as  the  other  ship,  which  is  taken  up  less  ex< 
ensively,  you  gain   nothing  as  a  merchant;  if  they  will  not 
r^timate  the  Company's  ships  any  safer  for  this  additional  equip- 
oentt  there  will  be  no  gain  in  the  more  expensive  equipment. 

4G98.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  underwriters  csliiuate  them  both 
at  the  ^mc  rate  ?■ — They  do. 
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$  ai«y  1830         4€91>,  Do  you  attribute  (he  higiier  rate  of  freight  a*  whkh 

[        the  Gompaijy  lAke  up  «hip8  for  six  voyages  to  the  abteneeof 

Z^J^^A     competition  ?-— Miiinly . 

4700.  U  there  more  cowipetition  irt  cases  in  which  they  talte 

up  ships  for  a  single  voysLge  ? — Undoubtedly* 

4701.  Ho#  i«  that  accou«ted  for? — The  ships  taken  up  fm 
single  voy^j^es  nfe  all  of  an  interior  size. 

4702.  Then  it  fs  not  worth  a  slirpbnrlder's  while  to  under- 
take the  building  of  the  class  of  ship  which  the  Company  tnke 
up  for  six  voyages^  unless  he  is  pretty  certain  of  employment 
for  it?--l  sliould  imagine  they  never  bnild  one  w^ithout  the  in* 
tention  of  their  being  engaged  in  the  Company's  service ;  1 
believe  they  are  all  bail  I  expressly  for  the  service. 

4703*  Are  yoE  not  aware  that  when  advertisements  ore 
thrown  out  for  tenders  for  sliips  to  be  built  for  the  service,  there 
are  always  a  great  many  more  offered  than  are  required? — I 
am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

4704.  How  then  can  you  state  ihnl  there  is  no  competition  ? 
— It  may  be  the  case  in  sonje  instances,  that  when  adveniie- 
ments  are  thrown  out  there  may  be  some  competition  ;  but  in 
tlie  hypothetical  case  t  have  put  of  a  ship  built  at  Penang, 
there  could  be  no  competition,  and  that  ease  was  founded  oa 
fact 

4705.  Tlie  question  refers  to  ships  built  in  England ;  do  jtm, 
mt  do  you  not,  know  that  upon  advertisements  being  thrown  ooi 
for  the  hire  of  ships  for  six  voyages  to  be  built^  there  are  alwayi 
ten  offers  for  one  ship  required  ? — I  am  not,  of  course,  aware 
of  the  number  of  tenders,  because  it  could  not  have  came  withia 
my  observatioti. 

4706.  How  can  you  state  that  there  is  no  competilioii  b 
fhips  of  this  nature  ? — I  believe  my  statement  baa  gone  as  to 
ahipfi  in  existence,  not  as  lo  building. 

4707.  Are  the  contracts  for  ships  for  six  vc^ages  §Awnp 
contracts  for  ships  to  be  built  ? — Of  course.  In  answering  the 
question  1  only  speak  from  hearsiiy,  but  1  believe  thejr  are  oIWa 
made  for  ships  partially  built  or  building. 

4708.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Act  of  58  Geo.  Ill,  c.9% 
upon  the  subject  of  shipping  ?^I  am  cursorily, 

4709.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Act  prescribes  regulations  fof 
the  advertisement  for  tendei  s  for  hiring  ships,  and  also  that  it 
{prescribes  that  ships  shall  be  taken  up  for  not  less  than  sit 
voyages^  except  in  cases  of  unforeseen  exigency,  in  which  case 
the  Company  may  take  them  up  for  one  voyage  only  ? — YeS|  1 
am  aware  of  t!mt  Act. 

4710.  Do  not  the  answers  you  have  given  rc^  ihc 
fcbeaper  mode  of  the  East-India  Company  obtaining  on- 
teniplate  the  doing  away  wiili  the  Act '  of  RirJiam cut  ? — Un* 
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doubtedl? ;  I  consider  the  Act  of  Parliament  adobtaiued  at  the    G  ^imj  II 
request  of  the  £ast*Iiidia  Company^  probably  upon  petitiou  to 
the  HcMise  of  Canimoni* 

4711.  Upon  what  ground  do  you  consider  tliat? — ^Becauae  I 
etnaider  »t  a  queitlon  in  which  the  state  have  little  mtereal 
besides  that  of  enabling  the  Company  to  trade  to  the  best  ad-* 
Tofit^ge.  1  cotuider  the  tntereaia  of  tbts  country  ar«  iimpltcated 
in  the  best  manage  men  l  of  the  East- India  Company. 

4712.  You  have  stated  that  the  Cast- India  Company  engage 
iflore  freight  than  their  employment  retjuires,  upon  what  ground 
hove  yon  made  that  statement  ?—  In  referring  to  the  paper  laid 
before  the  Court  of  Proprietors,  I  »ee  the  quantum  of  cargo  put 
on  board,  and  my  own  personal  experience  informs  rae  tliat  llie 
aknpg  formerly,  which  tailed  for  Bombay  od  a  voyage  to  China* 
itere  only  h^f-laden  on  the  Company 't  account ;  therefore  I 
presume  there  was  more  tonnage  than  they  requiredp 

4713.  Might  it  not  be  the  case,  that  though  the  voyage  from 
Bombay  to  China  might  not  hate  required  all  the  tonnage  thai 
was  engaged,  yet  that  the  Company  required  die  wiiole  tonnage 
home  from  China  ? — It  might  be  so  ;  Init  1  conceive  if  a  ahip  ia 
to  loie  a  numt^er  of  tons  of  cargo,  say  ntie-third  of  her  whole 

fWommget  by  such  management,  it  would  be  economy  to  let  lier 
I M  away  with  her  whole  cargo  to  make  two  returns  to  China  ; 
I  but  to  meet  the  contingency  the  agents  of  the  Ea&t-India  Con^ 
[pony  might  have  let  tjie  tonnage  from  Ik^mbay  to  Cliina  i  Utey 
Lneed  not  Ikave  lost  by  it  as  merchants^ 

4714.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  tonnage  which  the  Com- 
^pany  do  not  require  is  k't  to  captains  and  otficers  ? — I  oni   not 

I  aware  that  it  was  done  during  the  time  I  was  In  India  ;  if  li  ia 
[let,  it  has  been  let  since  the  period  to  which  I  advert. 

4715.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  high  rate  per  ton  of  tl»e  ffix- 
[toyage  ships  arises  from  the  small  number  of  those  iJiip«  in 
lexistence,  and  Irom  the  Company  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
lihip-owners  ?— Tliat  certainly  is  very  much  my  impression  ;  and 

II  believe  if  reference  be  had  to  the  hiistory  of  the  East-India 
I  Company,  it  will  be  tbund  that  tltose  ships  were  some  of  iheiii 

ned  by  the  Directors  ;  that  was  found  very  objectionable,  be- 
Fcause  it  increased  the  expence  of  the  ships. 

4716.  How  long  was  that  ago  ? — I  cannot  say. 

4717.  Arc  not  some  of  the  fahips  burlt  and  fitted  out  for  the 
TEast-India  Company  owned  by  near  rebtives  of  the  IHrcctors? 

■  Yes. 

4718.  Arc  not  all  the  ships  engagt^d  by  the  Company  taken 
pp  by  public  tender? — The  Act  enjoins  that  they  shall  be. 

I  4719.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  tlic  Act  ia  vio* 
"^kted^^No. 
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4720.  Is  it  not  a  condition  in  the  Act  that  the  lowest  affer 
shall  be  the  one  accepted  ? — I  believe  it  is* 

4721.  Would,  therefore,  the  circumstance  of  a  relation  of  s 
Director  being  an  offerer  be  a  reason  for  rejecting  tJie  ship, 
supposing  that  was  the  cheapest  tender? — 1  have  not  implied 
that  it  would  be, 

4722*  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  rates  paid  by  the  Company  are 
very  considerably  higher  than  the  rates  paid  by  tlie  fair  trader  ? 
—  I  m  m  enscl y  d  i  ffer e  n  t, 

4723.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  freight  of  a  ship,  such  as 
a  1200-ton  ship,  engaged  for  warfare  and  for  commerce,  is  to 
be  compared  with  the  freight  of  a  ship  of  500  tons  engaged  for 
a  single  voyage  to  bring  home  cargo  from  India  ? — My  calcula- 
tion of  the  comparative  saving  is  made  on  papers  laid  before 
the  Court  of  Proprietors  ;  and  I  should  myself,  if  I  had  a  shijj, 
conceive  myself  most  fortunate  in  having  it  engaged  for  sm 
voyages  certain,  in  the  same  manner  that  I  should  prefer  letting 
a  house  for  six  years  certain  instead  of  one- 

4724.  Do  you  think  a  ship-owner  would  be  a  prudent  man 
who  should  make  an  engagement  tor  the  six  voyages  at  the  pre- 
sent low  rate  of  freight  P-^Th at  is  a  question  that  would  resolve 
itself  into  what  the  man  contemplated  he  could  do  w  ith  hi* 
ship  ;  however,  1  think  the  East-India  Company  would  benefit 
considerably  if  they  never  took  up  ships  for  more  than  one 
voyage  at  a  time,  and  if  they  trusted  more  to  the  market 
abroad  for  part  of  their  return-freight  if  they  could,  because 
they  might  very  frequently  engage  ships  in  India  at  a  much 
lower  rate. 

4725.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Company  do  engage  ships 
in  India  to  bring  home  part  of  their  tonnage  ?* — I  am  awtue 
of  it, 

4726.  Do  you  tlnnk  it  would  be  prudent  to  trust  entirely  to 
the  chance  of  tonnage  home  ?^Not  entirely. 

4727.  Do  you  think  tliat  in  case  of  w^ar  the  supply  of  tea 
required  for  this  country  could  be  conveyed  with  as  much  safety 
and  regularity  in  ordinary  merchant  sljips  as  in  the  Company's 
ships,  armed  as  at  present  ? — Undoubtedly. 

4728.  Will  you  refer  to  the  Act  of  the  58tli  Geo.  IIL  c.  83, 
cl.  3  ;  does  not  that  clause  empower  the  Directors  to  take  up 
ships  which  have  performed  their  contract  for  six  voyages  in 
the  service  of  the  Company  for  any  number  of  voyages  which 
the  discretion  of  the  Court  of  Directors  shall  think  fit  ?— It  does 
for  a  limited  number  of  voyages,  according  to  the  discretion  i 
tlie  Court  of  Directors* 

4729.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  there  are  many  shi] 
of  that  description  ?-^No  ;  I  dare  say  there  are  some. 

4730.  Aie  they  not,  in  point  of  lact^  freighted  at  lower  mi^ 
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than  those  engaged  for  ux  voyages  ? — ^I  believe  the  ships  en- 
gaged for  the  conveyance  of  tea  to  North  America  are  womc  of 
that  class. 

4731.  Do  you  not  conceive  that,  in  the  event  of  a  tender  for 
a  certain  number  of  ships,  the  contractor  might  very  naturally 
look  to  the  prices  which  have  been  paid  for  the  last  tew  years  in 
making  his  tcttder  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  to. 

4732.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  limitation  by  law  of  the  Com- 
pany's dividend  to  10 J  per  cent,  per  annum  operates  benefictully 
or  otherwise  in  conducting  their  commerce? — I  cannot  imagine 
any  beneBt  it  confers  ;  and  I  should  rather  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  when  you  take  away  the  motive  lo  acquire  any  advau* 
tage,  you  remo%'e  half  the  inducement  for  economy. 

4733.  Were  you  with  the  late  Sir  Stamford  Raffles  when  he 
formed  the  settlement  at  Sincapore  in  the  year  1809? — I  was. 

4734.  What  number  of  inhabitants  did  you  find  at  Sincapore 
when  you  first  arrived  ? — They  were  principally  fishermen  ;  it 
was  a  small  fishing  vitlaget 

4735.  How  long  did  you  continue  at  Sincapore?— I  remained 
there  several  months,  riding  guard. 

4736.  How  soon  after  the  Britisli  fleet  was  erected  did  the  new 
settlers  begin  to  arrive  ? — Dally. 

4737*  Did  the  Chinese  come  there  ?— In  great  numbers. 

^^  4738.  Had  you  considerable  intercourse  with  the  Chinese 
^Hfiolonists? — Yes,  constantly;  I  met  with  them  in  every  island  of 
^Mhe  Eastern  Archipelago. 

^B  4739.  Did  you  consider  them  a  commercial  people  ?— Pecu- 
|Hiarly  so. 

4740.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  Chinese  junks  that  navi* 
gate  those  seas? — Yes;  I  captured  two  Chinese  junks  in  the 
Straits  of  Gaspar  coming  from  Batavia»  bound  to  Amoy  ;  very 
large  junks. 

4741.  Had  they  valuable  cargoes  on  board  ? — Their  cargoes 
were  valued  by  papers  we  found  on  board  at  between  £5011  and 
^"    ~  sterhng, 

4742.  Was  there  any  trade  at  Sincapore  when  you  were  first 
lainted  with  it? — Nothing  ;  except  a  trade  in  fish  and  some 

ling  trade  of  that  sort. 

4743.  Have  you  ever  perceived  any  injury  to  the  various 
estabhshmenls  of  the  East-India  Company  from  the  influence  of 
their  comraerctal  transactions  ? — I  certainly  conceive  their  com- 
mercial transactions  operate  particularly  to  the  injury  at  least  uf 
one  of  their  establishments,  and  possibly  of  many  othersi  but 
certainly  to  the  injury  of  the  Bombay  marine. 

4744.  Were  not  tlie  Company's  mihtary  marine  sometimes 
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ptrt  under  the  orders  of  their  comtnercial  marine  ? — CocMtSBtlft 
by  the  Court  of  Directors*  orders. 

4745.  What  was  the  object  of  that  ? — I  cannot  detenntDe, 
cept  that  the  Court  of  Directors  always  exliibtted  a  strong 
dileclion  to  make  their  merchant-ships  as  warlike  as 
and  their  men-of-war  as  commercial  as  possible. 

4746*  Do  yon  conceive  the  exorbitant  freight  paid  by  tlic 
Company  to  increase  the  territorial  charges  of  India  ? — Un- 
doubtedly. 

4747.  In  what  way? — Of  course  the  military  stores  sent  out 
to  India  for  the  different  establishments,  the  tonnage  of  whidi 
is  very  considerable,  and  which  comes  under  the  head  of  politiesl 
tonnage,  if  charged  at  the  rate  paid  to  their  ships,  instead  of  tli« 
rate  at  wliich  it  might  be  sent  out,  augments  the  expence  in  the 
ratio  of  the  freights,  |uid  it  increases  the  territorial  charges  in  no 
small  degree. 

4748.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  opening  of  the  free  trade 
has  been  beneficial  to  India,  or  the  reverse  P^-Undoubtcdly 
beneficial. 


Lmi(B,  10^  die  Maij  ISSO* 

Mr- WILLIAM  WALFORD  called  in,  and  e^uuntned. 
10  Mfiy  1830,       4749,  You  have  been  «n  agent  for  the  manufacturers  of  long 

Mr  tTliw^rd,  ^^^^  ^~^  ^^'^^^'' 

4750.  Hare  you  been  engaged  Jong  in  Uiat  business?— ^J) 

my  life. 

4751.  And  your  family  before  you? — And  ray  &t)iar  and 
grandfather  before  me, 

4752*  Have  you  been  in  tlie  habit  of  celling  loog  ells  to  tli« 
East-India  Company  ?  — 1  have. 

4753.  And  also  to  the  American  traders  and  ilMlr  amamf 
—Yes, 

4734.  What  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Araeticaii«  in  pil^ 
chasing  long  ells ;  have  they  been  in  tbe  habit  of  purcbasog 
those  whicJi  have  been  rejected  by  the  Company  ? — 1  have  fie* 
quently  Foid  them  the  rejected  goods  of  tbe  Company. 

4755.  Do  you  know  why  the  Company  reject  those  goods?— 
They  have  been  rejected  from  various  causes ;  as  being  iight,  a* 
being  of  an  interior  quality,  narrow  sometimes. 

4756.  Have  the  Americans  paid  you  a  lower  price  for  thearti^ 
cles  in  consequence  of  their  inferiority  ? — They  have  paid  a  lower 
price  for  them. 

4757.  Does  the  inferiority  of  price  bear  reference  to  the  c^m- 
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paratire  inferiority  of  quality  ? — Yw,  always  bearing  tlwt  pro-  >•  M«y  1830. 

i7.iR  Have  any  other  ^oods  been  made  withm  your  know- 
ledge purposely  for  the  American  inule?— I  know  that  I  have 
had  gooda  niade»  and  I  know  that  others  have  had  gooda  made 
lighter  for  them. 

4759.  Then  the  Committee  is  to  ynderstand,  tliat  the  Ameri- 
eana  have  goods  made  of  an  inferior  cjuality  than  those  which 
"  e  Company  export? — To  my  knowledge  they  have  purchased 
oda  which  were  made  hghter;  1  do  not  know  that  they  were 
1e  lighter  expressly  for  them,  but  they  were  made  ]ighter»aud 
y  purchased  thent. 

4760*  Was  not  the  Company  in  the  habit  formerly  of  purchas- 
a  superior  ijuahty  at  the  price  of  50j,  a  piece? — Yes;  for 
y  years  together  they  used  to  purchase  a  cpmlity  chilled 
mpvn^  almost  the  fabric  of  kerseymere,  and  they  paid  a  propor- 
tion of  35  per  cent,  higher  for  them. 

4761.  Do  you  know  for  what  cauae  that  haa  been  diacon- 
ClDued  ?  -  No,  I  never  heard. 

4762.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  Company  was  in  the 
habit  of  purchasing  three  descriptions  of  quah'ty,  dintinguished 
by  a  striped,  green,  and  red  heading  or  ftrriil,  each  differing  2jc. 
in  price  the  one  from  the  other :  the  striped  being  the  iinest,  and 
fbe  red  the  lowest  quality? — Yes. 

476$.  Do  you  know  that  they  now  have  cea»ed  to  send  those 
fmriotis  sorts,  bat  have  entirely  confined  their  purcliaies  to  the 
lieiidingt  the  middling  quality? — Entirely, 

4764.  What  has  been  the  description  principally  purchased 
the   Americans  ?—  They  have  been  distinguitihed  by  their 

een  heading,  considering  that  they  bought  the  same  quaUty  ; 
le  inferior  goods  which  they  have  purchased  have  had  the  same 
ing. 

4765.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Company  have  made  various 
peri  men  ts  to  purchase  other  articles,  some  at  a  higher  price 
a  some  at  a  lower,  with  a  view   to  push  the  manufactures  of 

[ibis  [country  into  China  ? — I  have  known   them  to  make  several 
riments  of  that  nature,     I  recollect  their  purchasing,  for 
or  three  years^  long  ells,  costing  about  one-third  less  tlian 
green  headings ;   they  bought  fur  two  or  three  years  to 
amount  of  about  20,000  long  ells  per  annum*  of  that  quality. 

4766.  As  far  as  your  information  goes,  have  they  diacontinued 
> — They  have  discontinued  it,  I  know. 

4767.  Have  the  Company  been  endeavouring  to  supply  thcra- 
ielres  from  Yorkshire  within  your  knowledge  ? — 1  have  known 
them  make  two  experiments  in  purchasing  long  ells  in  York* 
■liire :  one  year  they  contracted   fur  20,0i>0  pieces ;  and  I  be* 

diey  did  not  fivd  ihe  contract  completecL 
4  Q 
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4768*  Do  you  happen  to  know  what  wa^  tlie  reason  of  ibe 
failure  ? — I  ihink  ihe  inspector  said  they  did  not  consider  them 
long  ells ;  they  were  rtot  a  good  imitation  of  ihe  article. 

4769.  From  your  knuwledge  of  the  dealings  of  die  Company, 
can  you  &tate  whether  h  was  the  Company's  practice  to  pur- 
chase by  tender  from  agents*  which  latterly  has  been  done  by 
open  competition  among  the  luanufacturers? — When  they  first 
commenced  purchasing  long  ells*  they  purchaaed  from  the 
agents ;  the  agents  used  to  tender  ;  there  were  three  or  four 
agents  only  at  tlmt  time*  For  the  last  ten  or  Hfteen  yeart  they 
have  sent  circulars  once  a  quarter  round  to  the  manufacturers 
themselves  ;  the  manufacturers  sendj  individually,  am»wers  to 
those  tenders. 

4770.  Do  you  believe  that  any  great  combination  exiiti 
among  the  large  manufacturers  ?  — I  think  that  some  of  the  huge 
manufacturersi  who  posisess  mills  and  large  capital,  have  m 
understanding  one  with  the  other ;  but  I  consider  that  is  de- 
feated by  the  numerous  smaller  ones^  who  are  also  tendering  at 
the  same  time^  and  who  have  no  connection  or  understandijig 
with  them,  and  who  are  opposed  to  them  in  fact. 

4771.  You  think  there  is  a  suEcfent  and  ample  com- 
petition ? — I  think  it  impossible  for  a  combination  to  exist  um^og 
them, 

4772.  Are  not  the  prices  of  long  ells  now  very  conskierablj 
lower  than  they  were  known  to  be  before  ? — Certainly  ;  people 
used  to  consider  that  the  price  of  the  green  heading  used  to  vary 
from  33s.  to  35i%  for  ten  to  fifteen  j^ears  together ;  the  Compaay 
have  lately  purchased  them  between  18*.  and  I9s.  a  piece- 

4773.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  effect  of  the  Company^s 
system  of  purchasing  goods ;  do  they  pay  dearer,  or  are  they 
more  cheaply  supplied  than  private  merchants  by  that  mode  of 
competition? — I  should  think  they  are  supplied  cheaper;  I 
charge  a  less  commission. 

4774.  Are  not  the  purchasers  always  sure  of  their  mooey 
from  the  Company? — Certainly;  I  charge  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  guarantee  with  a  private  merchant,  where  a  credit  is  gtTea, 
which  is  not  charged  on  goods  sold  to  the  Company  ;  and  I  also 
charge  a  smaller  commission  on  the  Company's  goods^  because 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  business. 

4775.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  Ame 
merchants  pay  agent's  or  broker's  commission  for  buying  j^ 
—I  have  always  understood  that  they  do ;  I  know*  at  first,  i 
of  them  did  employ  agents. 

4776.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  introduce  long  elli  into 
China  through  Russia? — I  tried  it  myself  once* 

4777.  Did  it  succeed  ?— No,  it  did  not, 

4778.  Have  you  any   rea^^on   to  know  the  cmise  of 
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failure? — The  gentleman  to  whose  care  I  entrustetl  them  is  now  10  May  lesf). 
in  England ;  and  he  said  jt  wa§  the  immense  distance  over  land 
that  operated  against  it,  and  there  was*  a  fabric  in  Ilusaia^very 
similar  to  it,  nearer  the  frontiers  of  China. 

4779.  Does  the  Ru^f^ian  tariff  affect  It  in  any  way  ?— I  should 
think  it  would.  (  was  in  conversation  with  this  gentleman  un 
Saturday,  who  had  just  received  a  new  Russian  tariff,  in  which 
there   was  a  considerable  augmentation   of  duties  on   British 

nufnctures :  and  he  stated  that  Prustsian  cloths  were  actuaily 
nt  through  Russia  to  China,  and  that  the  duties  exacted  upon 
them  by  the  Russian  government  were  very  much  lower  than 
those  upon  British, 

4780.  You  are  aware  that  the  C'ompany  have  a  strict  eicami- 
nation  of  every  article  that  they  purchase  ? — ^I  am  perfectly 
^  irare  of  it. 

4781.  The  effect  of  which  is  to  estabh'sh  a  character  for  tho§e 
sports,    which,    under  tlie  Company's    mark,   go  all  through 

7hina? — ^^I  have  alwaym  been  told  that  it  was  kept  up  with  that 
liew,  that  a  bale  of  the  Company's  good^  with  thetr  murk  need 
9t  be  opened. 

4782.  Have  you  been  concerned  in  dyeing  for  the  Company, 
t  also  for  private  merchants  ?  — I  wajs  a  partner  in  a  dye*house 

the  neighbourhood  of  London^  which  was  employed  by  the 
opany. 

4783.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  ofdyeingfor  the  American 
Jers  ? — I  have. 

4784.  Do  they  alway*  require  the  Rivme  quantity  of  dye,  and 
be  same  attention  to  the  article  us  the  Company  ?— They  were 
H  so  particular  about  the  quality  of  the  dye.  In  ^om^  rolours 
bey  differed*     In  dyeing  scarlets  there  is  what  h  called  a  threc- 

Iquarter  scurk-tt  which  is  only  three-fourtlisoftbL*  depth  in  colour 
|of  tlie  other  scarlet-  They  used  to  have  that*  and  the  price  was 
oportionably  lower ;  we  used  to  charge  them  three* fourths  of 
tie  price  of  the  Company's  scarlet.  Tht^re  is  a  great  deal  of 
itfference  in  inspecting  goods  after  they  are  dyed*  In  inspect- 
by  private  merchants,  burls  and  other  imperfections  were 
*  over  without  any  minute  in^ipection,  all  whicli  is  done  by 
Company's  inspectors,  who  are  persons  employed  oo 
ipurpose. 

4785.  Do  you  consider  the  best  cloths  to  be  the  West- 
»untry   cloths,    or  the  Yorkshire  manulacture? — It  has  been 

Jjut  of  late  years  that  the  East -India  Company  have  at  all 
[adopted  the  clothe  made  in  Yorislnre,  and  which  were  madt;  in 
(imitation  of  the  West-country  clnfh«i  at  tin^t,  and  they  are  not 

considered,  I  believe,  at  this  moment  so  good. 

4786.  Has  the  Company  of  late  shown  any  disposition  to  buy 
cloths  already  dyed?— They  have  purchased  cloths  already 
dyed  of  the  Yorkshire  manufacturers. 
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10  U&f  183i.       47117.  Hm  the  proportion  rejected  been  considerable  to  the 

*        proportion  receiired  ? — I  believe  the  proportion  of  the  rejections 

^WnW^fwi.  Jj^  i^g^jj  yg^  large* 

4788.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  the  rejected  clotbs 
fthe  CocnpaDy  ? — I  believe  they  have  always  been  sold  at  a 

lower  price.     1  was  offered  1,00(1  pieces  last  year  by  one  manu- 
facturer,  which  I  refused, 

4789.  Is  not  the  Company *b  practice  generally  to  buy  cloths 
io  white? — It  always  used  to  be  their  plan* 

4790.  Are  not  imperfections  in  the  article  better  percetred  in 
white  than  after  it  lias  been  dyed  ? — Decidedly  ;  there  arc 
imperfections  which  the  colours  wiJ[  hide,  and  which  affect 
the  quality  of  the  cloth  \  it  improves  the  appearance  of  the 
quality, 

479  L  Is  the  mode  of  dyeing  not  so  good  in  Yorkshire  as  it  is 
in  London  ? — I  do  not  think  the  Yorksliire  dyeing  so  good  as  the 
London  dyeing. 

4792.  Under  the  close  inspection  of  the  goods  by  the  Com* 
pany,  have  you  ever  found  the  Company  severe  and  unrcasoo- 
abie  in  their  examination^  so  as  to  bear  hardly  upon  the  ituinu- 
facturers  ? — I  do  not  think  I  ever  did. 

4793.  Do  you  consider  the  Company  are  desirous  of  ecoDomy 
in  the  arrangement  of  their  business? — I  have  always  found  them 
so  as  long  as  they  could  secure  a  superiority  of  the  articles  which 
they  were  shipping  ;  they  always  appeared  to  direct  their  atten* 
lion  to  economy. 

4794-  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  dyeing  long 
ells  purple  without  cochineal  ? — I  have.  When  it  was  first 
adopted  by  the  Company^  I  had  not  at  that  time  one  of  thdr 
shares  of  dyeing,  but  I  offered  to  do  the  whole  of  their  purple 
long  ells  in  the  season  of  1806  without  cochineaf.  I  underioiB^ 
at  that  time  a  contract  for  the  dyeing  of  30^000  long  ells  wii|^^ 
out  cochineal ;  that  was  a  saving  of  £15|00D  to  the  Coixi|nuiM^^| 
one  season.  ^Rh 

4795,  Was  it  found  to  answer  f — It  lias  been  continued  ef€r 
since. 

4796^  Are  you  aware  what  cjuantity  of  lac  has  been  imported 
from  India  in  the  last  ten  years  ? — The  average  importation  of 
die  last  three  or  four  years  has  been  IVom  2,000  to  2,500  ch^ts; 
before  that  it  was  larger,  I 

4797.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  this  increased  loiportatJOll      ■ 
upon  the  price  ? — The  price  is  very  much  lower  than  it  was, 

4798.  What  is  the  exportation  annually?—!  believe  from  200 
to  300  chests ;  there  is  some  goes  to  France  direct* 

4799.  Is  not  lac  an  article  of  export  from  the  £ast*Indjes  ?— 
It  is  a  manufacture  of  the  £ast-Indtes« 

4800.  W^hcre  does  the  cochineal  come  from  ?— From  South 
America. 
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4801.  So  that  the  efect  has  been  to  encaiirage  an  export  {Vom  10  ilay  l83iL 

India  ? — The  effect  has  been  to  exclude  the  wse  of  cachmeal  tn  jJ^^-j 

woollen  dyeing  throughout  England.     I  recollect  purchasing  ikm  '    *Hfs'^ 
Mm  lac  dye  that  came  to  the  country ;  fifteen  or  twenty  chests, 

4B02.  Do  you  mean  that  it  lias  effected  an  entire  exclusion,  or 
only  partial  ? — I  beheve  an  entire  exclusion,  llie  India  Com* 
pany  adopted  it  among  the  firsts  and  it  is  used  alone  now  in  their 
tDanufaclures. 

4803.  You  stated  you  had  a  share  in  the  Company's  dyeing ; 
will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  a  aliare?  — It  was  divided 
into  thirty-six  proportions  or  shares. 

4804.  In  what  way  did  you  obtain  that  share  of  the  Company'a 
dyeing  ? — They  appointed  me  to  that  share  in  the  year  after  I 
contracted  for  that  large  quantity  of  purple. 

4805.  Was  that  by  competition  among  all  the  dyers  ? — The 
other  dyers  refused  to  undertake  those  purples. 

4806.  Do  you  know  in  what  way  that  dyeing  was  apportioned 
to  the  parties  who  took  it;  was  there  an  advertisement  and  ft 
tender  ? — There  was  a  tender,  but  no  advertisement ;  the  appor- 
tionment of  die  busineM  was  ntade  by  the  Company. 

4B07.  In  this  case»  was  there  any  competition  with  respect  to 
the  dyeing  of  the  cloths? — There  was  a  tender. 

4808,  In  what  way  were  you  opprtzed  tliat  there  was  a  certftin 

Quantity  of  cloths  to  be  dyed  by  the  Company?^ — ^  Because  they 
yed  them  annually, 

4809.  Is  there  an  annual  tender  for  the  dyeing  of  cloths  ?^ 
There  is. 

4S10«  In  what  way  is  that  made  nubile? — I  believe  it  is  by 
■Otice  sent  round  from  the  Buy ing-office  at  the  India-House  to 
the  different  dyt^rs. 

481 1*  Is  it  sent  to  the  dyers  only  that  have  a  share  of  the 
Company's  business?— It  is  sent  to  them  only. 

4812.  WTien  were  you  first  appointed  to  a  share  ? — In  the  year 
18(17. 

4813.  Do  there  still  continue  to  be  thirty-six  dyeing-houses, 
among  whom  the  business  of  the  Company  is  apportioned  ? — No, 
I  believe  it  is  discontinued.  I  myself  have  discontinued  it  some 
yeirs,  in  consequence  of  the  falling  off*  of  quantity  and  the  low 
|ifices. 

4814.  Is  It  not  the  fact,  that  dyeing  is  done  much  tnore 
cheaply  in  Yorkshire  than  in  London  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  it  is  cheaper,  for  it  is  not  so  well  done ;  the  prices  are 
lower,  I  believe. 

4813.  Can  you  statCt  for  instance,  what  the  price  for  dyeing 
woollens  is  in  London  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  have  not  turned  my 
ftHMtion  to  it  for  the  last  four  or  6ve  years. 
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May  1830.      4816*  You  stated^  that  the  long  ells  now  purchased  by  the 
—         Company  are  at  much   lower  prices  than  they  used  to  be  far- 
\w*  Wafford,  njeriy  -  ^re  the  whole  of  the  woollens  purchased  by  tlie  Com- 
pany lower  m  price  now  than  they  used  to  be  ? — I  should  think 
they  are* 

4817.  Are  you  aware  that  tliere  has  been  a  very  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  export  of  woollens  by  the  Company  to  Chm^i 
for  example,  between  1810  and  1828? — I  should  think  upon 
cloths  there  was  not  a  falling  off;  upon  long  ells  I  should  think 
there  is. 

4818.  If  the  Parliamentary  Returns  state  that  in  1810  there 
were  237,103  pieces  exported  by  the  Company,  and  in  1828  only 
123,317,  you  are  not  able  to  account  for  that  difference? — The 
impression  upon  my  mind  was,  that  the  quantity  of  cloth  was 
rather  increased,  but  thai  of  long  ells  reduced:  but  I  cannot 
explain  the  reason. 

4819.  You  stated  that  the  Americans  buy  a  lighter  descrip- 
tion of  long  ells ;  do  you  not  imagine  that  they  find  that  more 
suited  to  the  China  market,  and  therefore  export  il  ? — ^I  can- 
not say. 

4820.  Are  you  aware  that  the  export  of  woollens  by  the 
Americans  to  China  has  considerably  increased? — 1  should 
think  it  had  not* 

482 L  Was  the  dyeing  carried  on  at  a  higher  or  lower  rate  of 
profit  than  that  which  prevailed  in  other  branches  of  commercial 
adventure  at  the  period  when  you  were  engaged  in  it  ? — I  gave 
it  up,  because  it  left  little  profit. 

4822*  Are  the  conditions  of  contract  imposed  by  the  Com* 
pany  so  vexatious  as  to  raise  the  price? — I  never  considered 
them  vexatious ;  1  always  consideretl  them  as  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  quality  of  the  goods  they  exported, 

4823.  To  what  amount  are  their  rejected  cloths  depreci: 
in  price,  if  sold  to  merchants  ? — 1  was  offered  1,000  pieces 
year  tliat  had  been  rejected ;  and,  as  far  as  my  recollection  ^    ^ 
they  were  offered  at  a  reduction  of  about  nve  per  cent*  from 
the  contract  price  of  the  Company. 

4824.  Did  you  ever  experience  any  inconvenience  from  hav- 
ing cloths  that  you  had  furnished  to  the  Company  rejected  ? — 1 
have  had  them  rejected. 

4825.  Do  they  not  often  reject  them  for  being  a  little  lighter? 
^They  do. 

4826*  Is  not  it  very  difficult  to  act  up  to  the  exact  letter  of 
the  Company's  contract  in  a  large  order? — ^Not  at  all, 

4827.  You  stated  that  you  had  supplied  considerable  quan- 
tities of  long  ella  to  the  Americans,  did  you  ever  supply  any 
to  Messrs.  Baring  and  Co.  ? — I  do  not  recollect  that  ever  I  did; 
I  may  have  bold  them  to  their  agent.     1  believe  that  when  tliey 
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first  went  inta  the  trade^  they  employed  ad  agent  to  purchase 
for  I  hem. 

4^28.  Has  it  been  your  practice,  when  you  have  sold  goods 
on  American  account,  to  pack  those  goods?— No,  I  never 
pack  them 

4629.  Is  It  consistent  with  your  knowledge  what  marks  were 
pyt  upon  them  ?— No,  I  have  lost  sight  of  them  after  they  were 
delivered  from  my  ware?iouse, 

4830.  In  cases  wbere  goods  have  been  returned  to  you  by  the 
East*India  Company,  on  what  terms  have  you  been  able  to 
part  with  them  ?- ll  depended  entirely  upon  how  inferior  they 
were  to  the  standard  they  ought  to  have  been ;  it  varies  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent. ;  perhaps  not  more  than  ten  per  cent, 

48S1.  Are  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Company,  upon  a 
preparation  of  those  goods  under  the  contracts,  such  as  to  reo* 
der  the  manufacture  of  them  much  more  difficult  than  for  a 
private  merchant? — I  should  think  not;  I  have  known  one 
manufacturer  have  10,000  long  etls  looked  over  or  inspected, 
and  not  more  than  four  or  five  pieces  rejected. 

4632.  In  making  a  tender  under  those  contracts  of  the  Com- 
pany, do  you  take  into  the  account,  in  your  calculation,  the 
conditions  they  impose  ? — 1  am  only  the  agent  of  the  manufac- 
turers, and  they  make  the  tenders ;  formerly  the  agents  used  to 
make  tlie  tenders,  and  we  were  never  instructed  by  our  manu- 
_c&cturers  to  make  any  allowance  for  that* 

4SdS.  As  agents  for  those  manufacturers,  had  you  ever  to 
Qswer  the  demands  of  private  merchants  ? — Continually  ;  it 
i  part  of  my  business* 

4634.  Was  there  any   difference   between   the  tenders  you 

to  pnvate  merchants  and  those  to  the  Company,  in  point 

r  price  ? — There   was  no   material  difference*     We  would  ra- 

er  sell  lo  the  Company^   and  perhaps   would    sell    cheaper 

them  than  to  private  merchants,  because  we  were  more  8e- 
iire  of  our  money  ;  and  because  at  a  private  merchant*s, 
where  credit  is  given,  I  charge  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  a 
guarantee. 

4835.  Then  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Company,  you 
conceive,  have  no  effect  In  raising  the  price  of  the  manufac- 
tures?— ^I  never  heard  them  complained  of,  till  witlu'n  these  four 
or  Bve  years. 

4636.  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  trade  to  sell  the  rejected  arti- 

at  their  cost  in  the  white  state,  supposing   tbem  to  be 

ed?— The  practice  of  the  Company,  until  within  these  last 

ur  or  five  years,  has  been  to  buy  the  whole  of  their  goods  in 

white  state ;  the  purchasing  in  the  dyed  state  has  been  only 

,tely  introduced  by  them*     What  sacrifice  they  might  make  on 

lose  dyed  goods  that  were  rejected,  I  do  not  know.     1  know 
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I  M«7  1B30.  tluit  1,000  clotha  that  were  offered  to   me  last  yedr,  were  offered 

— 7         at  a  reduction  of  about  five  per  cent. :  they  were  dyed,  and 
w»^.  Hfs^ord.  Q^^^  ^^^  scarlets  and  purples,  and  the  value  of  tlie  dyeing  con- 
stituted a  great  deal  more  than  the  five  per  cent* 

4837,  Are  you  aware  that,  with  the  exception  of  broad 
dotlis,  there  is  a  falling  olf  in  every  article  of  woollens  iji  the 
year  182H,  as  compared  with  1810  ? — I  have  no  means  of 
referring  to  dates ;  I  am  aware  that  the  Company's  eitport  of 
long  ells  now  is  less  than  it  was  in  former  years. 

4838.  Are  you  aware  that  in  some  years  the  export  of  Joi^ 
cUs  on  American  account  has  increased  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
that,  nor  do  I  think  it  has  increased  in  the  proportion  in  whicb 
the  Company's  has  fallen  ofiF.  I  think  that,  last  year,  the  Ame- 
rican exports  decreased. 

Mr.  T/VILLIAM  IRELAND,  called  in,  and  examined. 

Mr.  ir.  Irdand.     4839,  You  are  a  partner  in  the  house  of  William  Ireland  and 
Company  ? — I  am. 

4840.  Where  do  you  carry  on  your  business? — In  Loodoit 
in  Aldermanbury,    and  in  Gloucestershire  ai  Chal^rd,    netr 

Stroud. 

484L  Wiat  description  of  cloths  do  you  and  your  partnen 
chiefly  manufacture?  — Principally  cloths  adapted  for  tJie  China 
markeU 

4842.  Wliat  do  you  call  them  ? — There  are  three  descrip- 
tions  ;  the  first  are  Spanish  stripes,  the  second  supers,  and  tht 
third  worst ers. 

4843.  What  is  the  mode  of  supplying  the  East-  India  Com* 
pany  ? — By  contract, 

4844.  Is  it  under  contract  offered  to  your  house  only*  or  In 
the  public  ? — To  all  the  respectable  manufacturers  either  In 
Yorkshire  or  Gloucestershire.  I  have  a  circular  which  I  re» 
ceived  from  the  Company  for  a  contract,  inviting  tenders  from 
all  the  manufacturers. 

[  The  ivitjiess  produced  the  same.^ 

4845.  Is  it  sent  to  all  the  respectable  manufacturers?— I 
never  knew  it  refused  to  any  respectable  manufacturer  who 
made  an  application  for  it. 

4846.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  supplying 
cloths  to  the  Company? — Eleven  years  in  mv  own  firm  :  but  I 
was  seven  years  with  Messrs.  Fryer  and  Telford, 

4847.  In  this  circular  are  tliere  tiny  clauses  more  or  less  ob- 
jectionable in  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not  apprehend  there  are;  at 
least  I  have  not  had  any  complaint  from  my  connections  respect- 
ing the  clauses. 

4848.  Iparticularly  with  reference  to  the  3d»  5th,  7lb, 
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mad  litli ;  do  you  apprehend  they  are  efisential  to  protect  the  10 
Company  from  being  imposed   upont  and  put  to  great  incon- 
veniences ? — 1  think  they  are  ;  tiie   third  cluiue   respect*   the  ^^''^ 
weight  and  length  of  the  cloth. 

4849.  All  ot*  which  is  ascertained  by  overlookers  ap|>ointed 
by  the  Company  ? — It  is. 

4850.  Do  you  consider  that  they   are   judges  of  cloth  ? — I 
consider  them  very  good  judges  of  cloth. 

4851.  Do  they  ever   reject  without  proper   cause,  in  your 
inion  ? — I  think  there  is  frequently  cause  for  a  ereat  tuauv 
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opinion  .'' — L  think  there  is  freq 
more  rejections  than  there  are< 


great  many 


4B52.  In  the  event  of  a  trifling  diflerence  in  quality  being 
founds  is  it  the  practice  of  the  Company  to  take  it,  giving  the 
turn  to  tlie  manufacturer  ? — It  has  been  llie  practice  with  me 
and  oiy  connections, 

4853.  In  the  event  of  any  cloths  being  rejected  by  the  Com- 
pany, how  have  you  dispose  J  of  them  ?*— 1  think  the  first  se- 
rious objections  were  in  1819  and  1920 ;  they  were  Spanish 
atripefi ;  and  I  disposed  of  them  to  Mr.  Henry  Hughes,  who 
aftern  ards  disposed  of  ihera  to  Mr»  Everett  for  shipping  Uirough 
the  Americans  to  China. 

4854.  Were  tliey  inferior  in  quality  ? — They  were  inferior  in 
quality ;  and  we  sold  them  at  a  considerable  loss. 

4855.  At  what  loss  ? — The  contract  price  of  the  Company 
that  time  was  4^13.  15«.  per  piece;  and  I   sold  the  rejected 

_   oths   to   Mr.  Everett    and   Mr.  Hughes  at    tliat   penod   at 
f  11. 14f.p  which  was  £2.  Is,  per  piece  loss  upon  them. 

4856.  Were  those  dyed  clotlis  or  white  ?— They  were  white. 
Tie  Company  always  purchased  in  white  then ;  it  is  only  very 

ently  they  have  purchased  dyed  cloths  ;  the  last  year  was 
the  first  season  they  have  purchased  the  whole  t|uaiitjty  of  Spa- 
mmmtk  stripes  dyed. 

^K  4857.  When  you  were  in  the  habit  of  olertng  goods  to  the 
^Kompany,  did  the  conditions  of  the  contract  impose  upon  you 
^^Die  necessity  of  putting  an  extra  price  upon  the  article?  — I 
should  conceive  not  ;  at  all  events,  we  never  lay  on  an  extra 
^jrice  for  them.  1  always  go  down  previous  to  the  contract 
l^bing  place,  and  consult  w^ith  my  partners,  because  we  are 
'guided  entirely  by  the  state  of  tlie  wool  market ;  I  have  never 
known  that  we  have  laid  on  ajiy  thing  for  extra  risk,  in  conse- 

rence  of  the  Compaoy's  conditions. 
4858.  Is  not  the  mode  of  payment  by  the  Company  in  ready 
money  at  a  certain  time  after  delivery?— We  consider  the 
Company's  payment  preferable  to  any  other,  because  we  can 
calculate  to  an  hour  on  getting  the  moneys  provided  we  fulfil 
part  of  tlie  contract. 
^  4a 
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lol^Uy  Id^*      4B59.  Do  you  find  that  tliose  contracts  in  any  way  give  you 

more  trouble  in  selling  to  the  Company  than  in  selling  to   indi* 

jTr.  W*Irdnnd,  ^i^i^alg? — ^I  do  1X0 1 ;  in  fact  1  had  a  very  recent  instance  to  the 
contrary,  by  the  last  i^eet  that  went  out  to  China;  1  had  a  great 
deal  more  difficulty  in  supplying  20O  ends  of  cloth  to  an  indivi- 
dual that  shipped  them  for  one  of  the  captains^  than  I  ever  had 
even  with  the  Company. 

4S60.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Company  have  increased 
or  decreased  their  orders  of  late? — When  1  first  commenced 
the  business  in  1819,  the  Company  shipped  7,000  pieces,  which 
is  H,000  ends;  they  used  to  buy  them  at  that  period  in  whole 
cloths,  now  they  buy  them  in  ends ;  they  have  increased  their 
purchase  of  Spanish  striped  cloths  to  24,000  ends ;  they  fint 
mcreased  about  the  year  1824  to  10,000  pieces,  and  since  that 
period  they  have  increased  to  12,000  pieces*  There  was  alia 
an  increase  of  the  supers  at  that  period ;  there  were  2,000 
pieces  of  supers  contracted  for  ;  there  are  now  3,000  eontnicted 
for,  which  go  lo  China. 

486  L  All  those  articles  have  been  supplied  from  Gloucester- 
shire ? — Tlie  greater  part  of  those  articles  were  supplied  from 
Gloucestershire ;  some  few  ^om  the  Yorkshire  manufaetorie% 
but  very  ^ew^ 

4802,  Has  not  this  increase  of  the  Company*8  exports  been 
very  beneficial  to  the  labouring  classes  and  the  manufacturers? 
—I  can  only  speak  as  to  my  own  district.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  Company's  trade  last  winter,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
some  hundreds  of  our  people  must  have  starved,  for  the  poor'i 
rate  would  not  have  supported  them  at  all.  I  am  speaking  erf* 
the  parisli  of  Bisley. 

4863.  Have  you  found  the  Company  arbitrary  in  their 
ings  with  you? — I  have  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
pany.  1  find  them  just  in  their  dealings ;  and  I  am  satisfied  thaCif 
we  had  not  the  restrictions  in  the  circulars  we  have,  the  Com- 
pany would  be  very  much  imposed  ui>on» 

4864'.  What  restrictiotis  do  you  mean  ?— I  mean  with  respect 
to  weight  and  length. 

48G5.  You  have  stated  that  the  ultimate  disposition  of  tJie 
Company's  rejected  broad  cloths  was  for  the  Americjin  market  ? 
— It  was,  some  feiw  years  ago.  About  fifteen  years  ago,  there  wis 
a  demand  for  this  description  of  cloths  for  pelisses  ;  they  were 
bought  up  by  the  job-houses,  who  supplied  Cranbourn-alley  anil 
tliat  nei<^hbouihood ;  but  recently  that  demand  lias  been' done 
away  with,  and  better  cloth  ts  made  use  of* 

4866*  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  when  the  Coropaflj'i 
circulars  are  issued,  the  manufacturers  meet  together  to  nx  the 
price  at  which  to  tender  ? — Such  a  thing  has  been  attempted 
some  years  ago,  but  the  manufacturers  are  of  such  a  jealous  dis- 
position that  it  is  impossible  for  them  ever  to  unite  together; 
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and  so  particular  are  we,  tliat  I  generally  leave  London  on  the  10  M*iy  Itao. 
night  on  which  we  make  tJie  tender,  and  I  am  closeted  with  my  — 

partners  all  tlie  day.     We  never  could  combine  together.  *"*    *  ''«"'*** 

4667,  Is  it  your  opinion^  that  the  Company  buy  under  an 
open  comtietilion  at  the  lowest  possible  price? — 1  am  satisfied 
of  it-  I  have  been  cut  out  of  supplying  many  hundred  ptcces 
of  Si  yards^  by  Id,  or  2d.  per  piece  of  cloth. 

4B68*  You  have  stated  that  there  haiB  been  an  increase  in 
the  export  on  the  part  of  tlie  Company  »f  Spanish  stri(x;s  and 
supers ;  are  you  aware  whether  tliere  lias  been  a  decrease  or  an 
increase  in  their  export  of  other  species  of  woollen  goodi>  ? — I 
am  not. 

4869*  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  quantity  exported  by  the 

ompany  of  long  ells,  camlets,  and  worleys^  has  considerably 
eased  during  that  period  ? — I  am  not. 

4870.  You  reside  in  London  ? — I  do. 

4871.  Can  yoii  state  what  number  of  the  line  woollen  manu- 
facturers in  Gloucestershire  make  tender  to  the  East-India  Com- 
pany for  their  contracts? — A  great  majiy  of  them  do,  Messrs. 
Stanton  «nd  Sons  tender  regularly ;  Messrs.  Macleans,  of  Stan^ 
ley  Mill,  tender  regularly. 

487^,  Do  the  parties  that  make  these  tenders  to  the  East- 
India  Company  carry  on  an  extensive  business  for  other  parties  ? 
— They  do,  very  extensive.  I  should  think  Messra.  Stan  tons 
have  the  best  business  in  fine  cloths  in  the  county  of  Gloucester, 

4873.  Can  superfine  or  Spanish  striped  cloths  be  dyed  iji 
Gloucestershire  at  m  low  a  price  at  tliey  can  in  London  ?-^ 
howeTf  I  conceive* 

4874.  Do  you  know  whether  they  can  dye  m  cheap  in  Gtou- 
itershire  as  they  can  in  Yorkshire? — I  think  quite  as  cheap* 

rnse  the  Yorkshire  people  competed  with  us,  and  we  have 
en  them  out  of  themarkeL  The  lajjt  contract  they  diJ  not 
get  a  single  yard  of  it ;  and  one  of  the  principal  Yorkshire  con- 
tractors, whom  I  met  this  mornings  told  me  tliat  he  should  not 
compete  at  all  the  next  contract. 

4875.  In  answer  to  question  2966^  Mr.  Dixon  stated  that  the 
London  price  for  dyed  Spanish  stri[^d  cloths*  purple,  is  2jr.  M» 
per  yard*  and  tn  Yorkshire  li. 6f/. ;  canyon  inform  the  Com- 
mittee whetljCT  to  your  knowledge  that  Htatenient  is  correct  or 

? — I  cannot;  but  I  can  state  what  the  public  dyers  in  Glou- 
stershire  charge  for  dyeing  Spanish  striped  cloths  purple ; 
leir  price  U  44j.  for  dyeing  a  piece  of  purple  of  34  yard;*,  less 
e  per  c^nL,  which  reduces  it  to  4-if. ;  and  it  appears  by  Mr. 
ixon*8  evidence  that  the  Yorkshire  price  is  5U, 

4876.  Will  you  look  at  the  statement  in  Mr.  Dixon's  evidence 
page  310;  should  you  have   any  objection  to  make  out  a 

lent  like  that  of  your  prices? — I  have  no  objection  to  give 
lie  dyers'  prices  in  tibucestershirc,  but  I  could  not  give 
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you  my  owii>  because  it  is  blended  with  the  state  of  the  maim* 
facture.     I  believe  we  are  the  only  house  that  dye  the  whole  of 

our  colours,  and  finish  the  whole  of  our  cloth  upon  our  own 
premises;  for  when  I  found  that  the  Company  had  altered  their 
system,  I  went  down  and  engaged  a  London  dyer  to  reside 
there  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing. 

4877.  Is  every  cloth  you  supply  the  Company  with  dyed? — It  is. 

4878*  Upon  what  occasion  was  it  you  took  that  step  ? — When 
the  Company  commenced  buying  all  their  clothsdyed  and  finished. 

4879.  Are  you  speaking  of  cloth  that  is  dyed  in  the  wool  or  dyed 
in  the  piece  ? — I  am  speaking  of  cloth  that  is  dyed  in  the  piece. 

4880.  Will  you  look  at  the  statement  given  by  Mr.  Diicon,  of 
the  Yorkshire  prices,  and  make  any  observation  which  occurs  to 
you  respecting  it  ? — In  the  first  place,  I  observe  that  the  first 
colour  mentioned  here  is  higher  by  9^.  a  piece  than  the  Glou- 
cestershire price.  For  the  black  also,  we  pay  Ss,  a  piece  for 
dyeing  blacks,  and  I  see  the  Yorkshire  price  is  1 U.  4</. 

4881.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  woollen  trade  is  ta 
a  certain  degree  leaving  Gloucestershire,  and  going  to  York- 
shire ? — Some  of  the  fine  trade  is,  but  a  portion  of  it  has  come 
back  again.  W^ith  respect  to  the  scarlet,  the  Gloucestershire 
price  is  S7;*»  and  I  find  that  the  Yorkshire  price  is  48«.  2d* 

4882.  Will  you  prepare  a  statement  of  the  Gloucestershii^ 
prices  of  dyeing,  for  the  information  of  the  Committee,  similar  to 
that  furnished  by  Mr<  Dixon  of  the  Yorkshire  prices  ? — I  wilL 

\_Th€ 'witness  delivered  in  the JbUowing  paper s^  xvkich  were  read^  as 
JbUotvs:'} 

A  Statemekt  of  Prices  for  Dyeing  100  PiDces  of  Sj>aiiish  Stripe  CigCbs, 
of  tliirty-four  yaFds  each,  in  Gloucestershire,  with  the  ProportioQf  of  each 
Colour  &bjpped  hy  the  £aat-lndla  Compuiyj  t»y  the  Gloucestersliire  Dytm. 
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Purple At  2    4  0  each 

BlAck 0     6  0 

ScurJet  (Lac) 1  17  0 

Brown I   17  0 

Mazarine  Blue 1   10  0 

Light  Blue 1     y  0 

Ash ,.....,.  1     0  0 

Green  .*.......,. 1   10  0 

YeUow 1     0  0 


100  Pieces  of  Cloth £ 


Deduct  five  per  cent  discoiuit  for  two  1 
montha*  bUl   ••••.**.«..••/ 


Average  per  piece  £i*  7t,  8Jrf. 
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A  SrATBMiNT  of  Mr.  A.  Diaoo't  FrioMfbr  Uftbig  100  Ffeett  of  IpnUk  ItMaj  ISM. 
Slr^  Clocbs  in  Torinhire^  with  Um  Proportiom  of  each  Cokmr  aliipped  — - 

in  ereiy  100  Ootht  of  Uiiity-foar  yarcb  loiig»  Uy  the  EMt-lndm  Com-  Mr.W.IrtUa^ 
puj. 
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Piirpit Its  11  0 

BlMk 0  11  4 

8ctflct(LM) 3    8  3 

Brown 1    5  6 

BfaarineBbie  1    3  8 

L^htBlna 1    3  8 

Aih 0  U  4 

Green  0  17  0 

Tellair 0  14  0 


100  FSecwerCloCfa,«fen«inf  J^^  10    0} 
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10  4 
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Wm.  Ibuamo. 


WILLIAM  A8TELL,  Eoq.  a  Member  of  the  Committee,  de-  r.  Midi.  &f. 
Inrered  in  the  foUowiDg  Pteper,  which  wao  read,  at  follows :  M^. 

CoamAn  ef  the  Meet  whieh  Mr.  Abnbam  DiiDn»  in  hit  Eridence  bt- 
fore  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  East-India  Aflkirii 
r9th  Mardi  1830)  p.  310,  states  to  be  paid  to  the  London  Dyers  for  tiw 
East-India  Companj's  Assortment  of  Sopeillne  Spanish  StrlMS ;  and  tlie 
last  Mees  paid  if  the  Companj  ibr  Dyeing  to  the  London  Dyers. 
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Black 

Lac  Scarlet  

Maarine  Blue 

Dark  Brown 

iHgfatBlne  

Ash  colour 

Saxon  Green 

Deep  Yellow 


lOtCkMfas. 


llr.Dliaa. 
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not  stated, 
not  stated. 
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10  May  1630,  JAMES    COSMO 


MELVILL»   Esq*  agaiQ 
further  examined* 


4883.  In  your  answer  to  question  4298,  in  p,  503,  you 
*•  that  combining  ordinary  usage,  as  respects  interest 
included  in  the  invoice  charges,  with  the  parliamentary  i 
ment,  the  upset  price  of  the  tea  should  include  interest  from 
the  time  of  the  first  expenditure  to  the  time  when  the  sale  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  teas  are  realized,"  This  may  be  tlie  practice  «nd 
tlie  mode  of  computation  pursued  by  a  private  merchant ;  but 
will  you  explain  in  what  way  it  seems  to  you  that  the  parfii- 
mentary  enactment^  to  which  you  have  referred,  gives  power  to 
the  Company  to  charge  interest  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  tea  in 
England  ? — The  parliamentary  enactment  authorizes  the  Com- 
pany to  charge  prime  cost  and  the  charges  of  importation.  If 
interest  were  not  included  up  to  the  period  of  arrival,  I  appre- 
hend it  would  not  be  the  prime  cost  and  charges,  but  prime  cost 
and  charges  minus  interest,  because  the  pubhc  in  that  case 
would  have  the  free  use  of  the  Company's  capital,  which  I 
never  can  believe  was  intended* 

4884.  In  answer  to  question  4300,  p.  594,  you  say,  "  that 
the  charge  which  the  Company  make  of  interest  under  the 
Commutation  Act  is  for  eighteen  months;  and  you  have  ascer- 
tained that  the  average  period  that  the  tea  is  in  warehouse  here 
is  twenty  months."  Why  does  the  Company  resort  to  a  mode 
of  charging  interest  which,  according  to  your  statement,  is  less 
advantageous  than  if  you  charged  interest  for  the  period  that 
the  tea  is  in  warehouse  here ;  and  the  Committee  put  this 
question  the  more  especially,  because  that  which  you  state 
would  be  the  most  advantageous  for  the  Company  would,  it  is 
evident,  be  in  stricter  conformity  with  the  wording  of  the  Cora- 
mutation  Act? — At  the  period  that  the  Company  determine  to 
put  up  the  tea  to  sale,  they  cannot  possibly  say  how  long  ail  of 
It  will  remain  in  warehouse;  it  therefore  is  necessary  that  they 
should  proceed  upon  estimate,  and  my  wish  was  to  inform  the 
Committee  that  I  hud  ascertained  that  the  estimate  which  the 
Company  bo  make  is  accurate,  and  within  bounds. 

4885.  When  did  you  ascertain  tlsat  ? — Previously  to  my  last 
examination  before  this  Committee. 

4886.  Did  your  ever  ascertain,  during  any  part  of  the  prior 
years  when  the  estimate  was  formed,  that  the  number  of  months 
was  longer  than  the  estimate  you  have  taken  ? — The  period  of 
eighteen  months,  which  the  Company  charge,  is  necessarily  that 
which  must  always  occur,  as  the  Company's  ships  arrive  only  it 
one  period  of  the  year;  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  requires  that 
there  should  at  least  (for  it  is  a  minimum)  be  always  a  yev* 
consumption  on  hand.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  actual 
period  must  be  eighteen  months,  or  the  Act  would  be  violatetL 

4887.  With  reference  to  the  present  market  price  of  silver, 
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jou  say,  in  answer  to  question  4305,  page  504^  *'  that  upon  an  10  May  i8:ia. 
average  of  all  the  years  BJnce  1814-15,  there  is  only  a  fractional  — " 
difference  between  the  value  of  the  rupee  at  the  market  price  and  '^^  CMtMltf 
at  the  old  standard/*  Thia  may  be;  but  would  it  not  have  been  a 
more  correct  and  a  more  strictly  mercantile  mode  of  proceeding, 
to  have  considered  what  was  the  market  price  of  silver  each  iepa- 
rate  year«  and  not  what  it  was  upon  the  average  of  years ?^ — Pos- 
sibly it  might  have  been  ;  though  I  would  explain  that  the  «tand- 
Iard  ofBs.  2d.  »tiil  existed  in  11^17,  and  that  so  late  as  1819,  Mr. 
TooLe»  in  his  evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
Ipions,  stated  distinctly  that  5s,  2d.  was  then  the  standard. 
r  4888.  You  say  in  answer  to  question  4S06,  page  595«  that 
•«  the  old  rale  of  6s,  Bd.  per  tale  was  recognized  in  1781^  in  a 
baper  appended  to  the  Ninth  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
Df  the  House  of  Comraons  on  Eaat- India  Affairs  ;"  the  Com- 
Inittee  wish  to  ask  you  whether  that  rate,  having  been  so  re- 
cognised tn  17B1,  is  the  Company's  juitificatian  for  continuing, 
whatever  may  be  the  exchange  at  Canton  upon  England,  so  to 
rate  the  tale,  tlial  Is,  for  continuing  to  rate  the  tale  at  6^*  8c/.?-* 
That  valuation  of  6#.  Sd,  per  tale  is  not  merely  recognised  in  the 
report  of  1781,  but  it  is  also  recognized  by  the  Select  Com- 
inittee  on  Elaat- India  Affairs  in  their  Fourth  Report  in  1812,  in 
which  they  state  **  the  common  valuation  of  the  tale  of  Ss*fki, 
will  be  assumed  in  the  sequel  to  this  Report ;"  and  I  would 
further  state,  that  tt  is  convenient  and  necessary  in  affairs  so 

I  extensive  anil  complicated  as  the  Company's  are,  that  they 
diould  in  all  their  accounts  observe  6xed  rates  of  exchange ; 
■be  only  question,  I  conceive,  that  can  arise,  is  whether  the 
pates  which  they  so  obi^crve  are  fair  as  medium  rate^.  If  they 
are  not  so,  or  if  through  a  change  in  circumstances  they  have 
ceased  to  be  so,  then  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Com- 
pany ought  to  alter  them.  When  a  revolution  took  place  in 
the  Indian  exchanges,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the 
trade,  the  Court  of  Directors  were  anxious  to  alter  their  fixed 
rates  of  exchange.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  A  flairs 
of  India  were  of  a  different  opinion,  and  they  would  not  allow 
the  rates  to  be  altered.  Hence  it  became  necessary  for  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  continue  the  old  rate  of  Bs.  Bd.  m  tlie 
China  accounts,  because  the  repayments  by  the  Indian  territory 
to  the  Company*5  commerce  via  China  were  made  at  the  rates 
which  the  Board  controlled. 

4889.  In  answer  fo  question  431 3^  page  597,  you  stated 
**  that  the  territorv  obtams  great  advantage  by  remitting  the 
three  milhons  sterling  annually  at  the  Board  rates  of  exchange, 
2s,  3d, "84  per  sicca  rupee  ;'  but  in  answer  to  question  4307, 
jMge  595,  you  state  '*  that  the  Company  have  never  acquiesced 
in  the  rate  of  exchange  pre€cribcd  by  the  Board  ;*  will  you  re- 
concile what  seems  to  be  a  contradiction.  In  one  answer  you 
bute  great  advantage  to  the  Indian  territory  with  respect  to 


J.  C.  M^-tHiil, 


EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

^10  Maf  likSO^   tbe  Board's  rates  of  exchange]  whereas  in  a  preceding  answer 

you  state  the  Company's  hostility  to  those  rates;  and  you  ob- 
ierve,  that  had  the  Company  sanctioned  those  rates  in  comput- 
ing t])e  cost  of  tea,  the  raising  of  the  upset  price  of  tea  would  be 
the  consequence  ? — The  Court's  objection  to  the  rates  of  ex- 
change prescribed  by  the  Board  was  one  of  account.  The  od/ 
difference  by  the  adoption  of  the  Court's  plan,  in  lieu  of  that 
prescribed  by  the  Board,  would  have  been,  that  tbe  territory, 
instead  of  getting  an  advantage  in  exchange,  would  liave  got 
the  same  amount  advantage  directly  from  the  surplus  commer- 
cial profits  of  the  Company  under  the  Act  of  the  53d ;  the  ter- 
ritory, thereforej  would  have  been  in  the  same  position  as  it  b 
now*     It  would  only  have  been  a  change  in  account* 

4890.  In  answer  to  question  4324,  page  598,  you  state 
that  **  the  tale  has  been  placed  in  China,  by  consignment  of 
British  manufactures,  at  ls,*i9d.'*  would  it  be  in  your  power  to 
let  the  Committee  know  in  detail  how  you  have  come  to  tliJ* 
conclusion  ?  — If  the  Committee  wish  for  such  an  account,  that 
can  of  course  be  produced* 

4B9L  Supposing  the  adventure  made  by  tlie  Company  in  ma- 
nufactured goods  from  England,  or  from  India,  upon  which  there 
should  be  a  loss  of  fifty  per  cenL,  should  you  feel  the  Act  of 
Parliament  was  not  strained  by  the  charging  the  tale  at  a  rate 
which  would  cover  that  loss? — I  have  stated  in  my  last  examiaap 
lion,  that  such  a  loss  would  properly  affecl  the  value  of  the  tale, 
as  1  regard  all  the  consignments  as  remittances. 

4892.  In  answer  to  question  4338,  page  601,  you  havestatedt 
**  that  the  necessity  of  transferring  from  India  to  England  about 
£4,000,000  sterling  per  annum  is  a  circumstance  presenting  a 
formidable  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  a  profitable  export  trade 
from  this  counti^^  either  to  India  or  to  China  ;"  is  it  then  your 
opinion,  that  neither  China  nor  India  will  ever  become  exten- 
sive markets  for  British  manufactures  ?— I  could  not  presume  to 
say  so  at  any  period ;  but  more  especially  at  a  period  like 
the  present,  when  the  commerce  of  nations  is  so  much  better 
understood  than  it  used  to  be.  Wliat  I  wished  to  impress 
upon  the  Committee  was,  a  sense  of  the  difficulty  to  which  xnj 
thing  like  a  free  trade  to  India  or  to  China  must  be  subject,  from 
the  obligation  under  which  India  is  placed,  of  annually  efiecting 
a  large  remittance,  irrespective  of  returns  in  the  ordinary  coune 
of  trade* 

4B9S,  Do  you  consider  that  the  same  difficulty  would  apply 
were  a  like  remittance  to  be  due  from  any  one  part  of  this  em- 
pire to  another? — I  conceive  a  similar  difficulty  would  apply  to 
the  case  of  trade  between  this  country  and  another  ;  that  if  this 
country  had  to  make  a  large  payment  to  another  country,  it 
would  be  the  same  kind  of  difficulty,  differing  onfy  in  degree, 

4894,  Would  it   apply   to   the  different  parts   of  the  same 
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empire  ? — It  does  not  teem 
similar. 


to  roe  that  the  caaes 


quite 


4895.  Do  yon  not  think  that  in  the  event  of  a  free  tnnle  be- 
tween this  country  and  Cfiiim,  and  thus  putting  an  end  to  the 
Company's  monopoly,  tlie  active  eniei^^rise  and  eager  competi- 
iton  of  private  indjridual:!  would  by  degrees  lead  to  the  inrro<> 
4ucti<»n  into  China  ofour  manufactures  upon  afar  more  extended 

lie  than  exists  at  present? — I  apprehend  that  nobody  would 
•end  goods  to  India  or  to  China,  but  witii  a  vieir  to  obtain  returns 
'"  r  them.  1  think  that  the  capacity  of  those  countries  to  yield 
'*eturns  to  a  profituble  market  i$  checked  by  the  circumstance  I 
liave  mentioned  re»pecring  remittances:  but  no  doubt  if  the 
ilemandis  upon  India  could  be  reduced,  or  if  the  markeiuLile 
turns  from  India  could  \>e  increased,  I  here  would   be  greater 

'^'lyfw  the  sale  of  British  manufactures. 

48M.  You  have  referred  to  the  demand*  upon  India  for  remit- 
tance to  England  ;  and  although  the  Committee  are  now  engaged 
in  the  China  trade,  this  so  blends  India  and  China  together,  that 
the  Committee  wish  to  ask  you,  whether  you  do  not  think  that 
^e  resources  of  India  might  be  vastly  enlarged  i£  British  capital 
British  skill  were  applied   to   India  more  extensively  than 
the  case  at  present? — I  hardly  feel  myself  competent  to  give 
opinion  upon  a  point  of  that  kind.     It  certainly  seems  to  he 
ible*  as  far  as  possible,  that  tlie  resources  of  India  should 
developed  to  the  utmost  extent  that  they  can  be,  consistent 
ith  the  securititfs  and  interests  of  the  native  inhabitants,  to- 
ds whom  it  appears  to  me  we  owe  an   obligation  paramount 
to  every  other  coasideration  involved  in  tliis  discussion. 

4897,  Referring  to  what  you  have  said  respecting  the  remit* 
ices  from  India,  would  not  those  remittances  be  effected  with 
much  ease  and  advuntage  through  private  trade  as  through 
le  Company's  trade? — I  uould  state  as  a  matter  offact^  that* 
n  a  comparison  of  the  Cooi}HUiy'!<  remittances  since  IBl4 
itli  the  rates  o(  exchange  prevalent   in  India  for  bills  upon 
[and,  the  Company  have  gained  a  penny  per  nJE)ee  by  efiect- 
their  rcmittaikCi!'   through  trade  as  compared  with  ttie  rate 
private  billi^.     Were  it  practicable  to  effect  so  large  a  remit- 
ice   through   private  tra<te,  the  Committee  will  see  that  the 
ivate  trader  must  cover  his  expense  in  making  that  remittance, 
d  that  he  could  never  afford  to  give  the   Indian  territory  the 
vantage  ttiat  the  Company*^  profits  now  give  to  it  of  2#.  34.  *84 

sicca  rupee* 
4698.  From  the  advantages  derivable  to  the  British  public 
tlie  results  of  free  trade,  might  m^t  means  be  Pound  of  ena- 
the  Company  to  pay  in  England  the  India  territorial 
fJMmr  II  ? — It  will  be  for  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  to  consider 
viieuerthe  p^mtbU  advantage  to  thb  country  of  an  open  trade 
with  China  would  compfiii^tr  for  the  certain  cost  or  making  up 

4  s 
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10  Mity  tf^30,  to  India  the  losses  which  it  would  euBtain  bj  the  trade  being 
thrown  open* 

4S99.  What  would  it  lose?— It  will  lose  that  which  it  now 
gets  from  the  Company's  commerce  in  the  shape  of  exchange, 
and  in  the  shape  of  direct  contribution.  The  real  deficiency  of 
the  Indian  territorj^  to  pay  the  territorial  charges,  since  1814, 
haa,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  amounted  to  about 
C20,000,000  sterling;  but  the  debt  which  the  territory  b^ 
been  obliged  to  incitr  in  consequence  falls  short  of  that  by  about 
£7,000,000  sterling,  which  has  been  made  up  by  the  commerce* 
4900.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  €7,000,000  have  been  gained 
in  commerce  by  the  East-India  Company  since  1914? — Up- 
wards of  £1 2,000, 000»  computing  the  accounts  at  the  merctn- 
tile  interest  of  the  Board's  rates  of  exchange ;  which  latter 
rates  are  observed  in  the  Company's  accounts  of  profit  and  Ios4 ; 
BO  that  "what  the  territory  gained  in  the  shape  of  exchange  does 
not  appear  in  tliat  account  as  profit,  but  merges  in  the  prime 
cost. 

490 L  Do  you  mean  that  the  Company  has  applied 
£12,000,000  of  its  commercial  profits  to  territorial  payments, 
besides  the  difference  which  is  gained  by  tlie  territory  in  the 
Board's  exchange  ? — ^No,  including  that,  I  mean,  that  if  the 
Company  had  been  completely  separated  from  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, and  had  acted  only  as  merchants,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  law  applicable  to  them  in  that  character,  they  would  now 
have  been  £12,000,000  richer  than  they  are,  and  the  territory 
would  have  been  so  much  poorer. 

4902.  Of  that  £12,000,000,  can  you  state  what  portion  k 
China  trade  ? — I  can  only  refer  the  Committee  to  the  accouoti 
they  have  upon  their  table. 

4903.  From  all  that  you  have  stated  in  the  evidence  you  hafe 
given,  is  not  the  conclusion  inevitable  that  the  pubHc  of  this 
country  are  taxed  for  India;  the  only  question  being  whether 
the  amount  shall  be  obtained  by  the  East- India  Company 
through  their  monopoly,  or  by  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer 
directly  ? — ^I  really  am  not  prepared  to  say  tliat  the  public  of 
this  country  are  taxed  for  India  ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
India  does  essentially  depend  upon  tlie  profits  of  the  China 
trade  as  administered  by  tlie  Company, 

4904.  If  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  of  course  it  would 
still  be  competent  to  the  Company  to  trade  with  China ;  and  if 
the  possession  of  large  capital  and  of  all  the  other  immense  ad- 
vantages arising  from  establishments  already  formed,  and  from 
influence  in  China  obtained  and  fixed  when  there  were  do  com- 
petitors ;  if  all  those  and  other  advanti^es  could  not  enable  tlie 
Company  to  struggle  successfulfy  with  private  traders,  is  it  not 
an  obvious  inference  that  the  existing  monopoly  cannot  fiiiJ  lo 
be  injurious  to  the  British  empire  ?— I  think  that  the  Company*! 
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trading  and  individuals  trading  in  compettllon  might  have  effecU  10  May  18^, 
mutually  injurious  without  the  country's  l>^ing  benefited*  The 
CoDipany  might  undoubtedly  still  trade,  and  those  advantages 
which  are  enumerated  in  the  question  would  atforJ  tliem  an 
opportunity,  I  conceive,  of  trading  successfully  in  competition 
with  private  merchants ;  but  of  course  their  profits,  if  they  had 
competitors,  would  be  much  less  than  Uiey  are  now,  and  timt 
decreftse  of  profit  would  pro  tanto  prevent  their  ministering  to 
the  aid  of  the  Indian  territory. 

4905.  Would  not  that  decrease  of  profit  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  coDtumcr  of  the  tea  in  England? — 1£  he  got  the  tea 
cheaper. 

4906.  Would  he  not  do  so?  — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would,  as  that  depends  uf^n  considerations  applicable  to  Um 
trade  in  China  as  well  a»  in  England. 

4907.  In  the  statement  which  Mr-  Kickards  delivered  in  of 
the  profits  of  the  Company's  tea  tradOf  and  in  your  correction 
of  it,  in  page  613,  the  Committee  observe  that  the  tale,  in  the 
computation  of  the  prime  co^t  of  the  tea»  has  been  taken  at 
6^,BJ. ;  does  not  that  include  the  loss  at  the  Board*s  rate?^ 
Yes,  it  does.  The  difference  between  the  Board's  and  the 
mercantile  rates  forms  a  further  deduction  to  be  made  from 
Mr.  Hickards's  result,  if  the  object  be  to  ascertain  the  real  out- 

'  turn  of  the  tea  trade  in  a  commercial  point  oi  view. 

4908.  It  has  been  slated  to  tliis  Committee  by  Mr.  Riekards, 
\  in  answer  to  question  S790ai  that  the  balance  deficient  of  the 
I  Company  has  increased,  since  1815,  from  £'2^(^11,311  to 
kit  10, 102,612;  is  that  statement  correct? — An  examination  of 
bthe  accounts  to  which  Mr.  Hickards  refers  will  show  that  they 
[  are  not  confined    to  the  Company's  commercei  but  that  they 

abrace  the  whole  of  their  affairs,  territorial  and  commercial. 
[It  has  never  been  denied  ttiat  the  debt  of  India  has  been  in- 
[«reased  congiderably  since  1814. 

4009,  In  your  answer  to  question  4375,  page  608,  you  stated 
that  in  Mr.  Hickards  s  account  of  the  profits  of  the  tea  trade  he 
1  baa  included  in  his  charges  several  items  already  included  in  the 
Unvoice  amount;  will  you  specify  what  those  charges  are,  and 
kcan  you,  if  called  u|Kin,  prove  your  statement  by  the  produc- 
tion of  an  account  P^Undoubtetlly,  The  invoice  cost  of  the 
)  tea  comprises  the  freight  of  the  outward  consignments,  and  also 
I  what  are  called  *Hhe  proportional  charges"  upon  the  home- 
(  ward^  with  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  China,  and  paid  there. 

4910,  Will  you  explain    the   cause   of  the   variation   in  the 

'amount   of  freight   and  demurrage? — Mr.  Hickards  has  taken 

the  whole  of  the  commercial  freight  disbursed  within  the  year; 

wh^eas  I  have  taken  ordy  that  portion  of  iJie  commercial  freight 

^  which  applies  to  the  tea  brought  home,  and  included  in  Mr. 

Rickards*8  account,     Mr.  Hickards  includes  the  freight  applica- 
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ble  to  the  India  as  well  as  the  China  trade,  and  also  the  oq 
ward  as  well  as  the  home  ward  freight  from  China  ;  whereas  i 
outward  is  comprised  iii  the  invoice  cost. 

4911.  Will  you  furnish  an  account  of  the  freight  and  other 
charges  kid  an  the  outward  goods  which  ought  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  account^  but  which  Mr.  Rickardn^  as  you  iiip» 
pose,  has  included,  for  the  same  years  to  which  Mr.  Kickirdi't 
Atatement  relates? — Such  an  account  can  be  prepared,  if  the 
Committee  desire  it. 

4912*  Will  you  also  explain  why  you  credit  the  account  with 
ihe  aale  to  tlie  amount  of  27,M75,0U  lbs.,  while  Mr.  Kickardi 
states  it  as  only  23,492,001  lbs.  ?— The  amount  of  27.975,041  lb« 
16  the  quunlity  of  tea  stated  on  the  oiJier  sid^  as  having  been 
imported,  deducting  only  the  Compariy'i  expenditure  in  wastage. 

4913.  The  Comiuittee  observe,  thai  you  have  re-credited  the 
same  charges  for  interest ;  will  you  explain  why  you  have  so 
done,  for  this  item  causes  a  material  difference  l>etween  the 
result  of  your  statement  and  that  of  Mr.  Hickards? — Mr» 
Kickards's  account  is  professedly  tranied  for  tlie  purpose  of 
showing  that  there  has  not  been  a  sutHcient  pro^t  from  the  tea 
trade  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  bonds  and  the  dividends  to 
the  proprietors.  If  that  had  not  been  his  object,  I  could  have 
understood  how,  looking  at  the  Company's  accounts  merely  as 
the  accounts  of  merchants,  he  would  consider  that  the  intersst 
was  a  proper  clmrge  :  hut  as  it  is  interest  upon  the  Company's 
own  capitalt  it  is  tjuiie  clear,  that,  if  exliibited  as  a  diarge,  it 
must,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  revered ited,  and  go  to  make  a 
part  of  the  fund  from  which  the  Company's  dividend  is  paid* 
because  that  dividend  must  comprise  interest  for  the  use  of  the 
capital.  Whatever  may  be  the  best  mode,  upon  strictly  met- 
cantile  principles,  of  making  out  an  account  of  profit  and  losi) 
I  apprehend  that  in  the  conduct  of  the  Company*s  trade  they 
unite  the  characters  of  capilalists,  of  traders,  and  of  uoder^ 
uritcrs  ;  and  that  in  each  of  those  characters  they  receive  again 
of  some  sort.  As  capitalists,  they  receive  the  gain  which  every 
man  receives  from  lending  out  his  money  at  interest ;  as  traden. 
they  receive  the  proliis  of  trade,  deducting  interest;  and  as 
underwriters,  they  receive  the  prohts  of  their  underwriting 
account.  But  when  they  arecalied  upon  to  state  their  accounts 
of  proit  and  loss,  they  arc  bound,  1  conceive,  to  stale  them  in 
reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  Legislature,  which  appropriate 
to  specific  objects  the  whole  of  the  Company's  funds,  from  what- 
soever source  received.  If  therefore  the  Company  stated 
interest  as  a  cliurge,  and  did  not  re-credit  it,  their  account 
would  show  a  balance  to  that  extent  sliort  of  the  fund  which 
the  law  has  declared  to  be  appropriable, 

4914.  Have  the  Company  any  capital  which  is  availabla  fat 
the  purposes  of  trade  ?— Undoubtedly.    I  will  read  to  the  Com* 


J 


^electcommitteeoftiieHouskofcomwons*  C75 

mittee  s  qQettion  ptii  to  the  AcecHintant-genere]  of  the  C4im-   1#  Mx;  1^0« 
fmny  in  the  CommiUee  of  the  House  of  Lord*!»  and  his  answer,         -^— 
**  Are  you  enabled  u>  state  the  total  amount  of  the  cotninercial        ^^'^^^* 
capital  of  the  Ea^t^IiidJu  Comjmny,  apptt^priatedto  territorial  ^* 

purpoises  under  the  Act  of  53(1  George  111*  ? — The  tolal  com* 
niercial  capitai  of  the  Company  abroad  and  at  home^  on  (he  Ist 
of  May  1H28  as  to  Enffland,  and  the  1st  of  May  18^  aa  to 
India,  was  i"2 1.73 1,809;^ 

4913.  I  low  does  that  appear  ? — The  particulars  are  stated  in 
ihe  accounls  of  titock  per  computiititin,  winch  are  before  this 
Coram  it  tee* 

49  m.  Does  that  include  the  fixed  capital  as  well  as  tlie  floats 
ing  capital?  — It  does, 

4917.  Upon  that  capital,  as  bo  stated,  what  is  the  clear  mer- 
cantile profit  ?  ^  1  appreheitd  that  can  only  be  shown  by  the 
aggregate  statement  of  the  Company's  commercial  gains,  includ- 
ing not  merely  their  proBts  in  trade,  but  also  the  interest  of  I beir 
funded  property,  and  o£  the  debt  due  tu  them  by  the  Indian 
territory, 

4918.  Upon  this  capital  of  i'i!  1,731  »R69,  what  is  the  clear  net 
proht  derived  from  all  the  trade  of  the  Company  in  its  different 
branches ?<— Such  an  account  can  be  made  out;  but  I  prei»ume» 
if  the  Committee  wish  to  have  it  upon  mercantile  principles,  we 
must  take  the  mercantile  rate  of  exchange,  which  we  have  never 
observed. 

4919.  Is  the  profit  of  the  trade  with  India  and  China  that 
derived  from  the  employment  of  their  commercial  capital  of 
£21,731,869? — No;  becau.^  all  their  commercial  capital  is  not 
employed  in  that  way.  A  part  of  their  commercial  capital  la  in 
the  funds  in  the  East-India  annuititsi,  which  produces  a  con- 
siderable income ;  a  further  part  h  on  loan  to  the  territory, 

4920.  Did  not  the  accuuntant  mean,  in  the  statement  yon 
bave  read|  the  capita.1  which  the  Company  possess  in  their  oooK 
mercial  character  ? — Clearly. 

4921.  In  the  statement  of  profit  ant]  toss  on  the  trade  between 
tlua  country  and  India,  it  appears  that  In  the  year  1828-9  there 
waa  a  loss  of£5Sl,81i;  from  what  fund  is  that  loss  provided? — 
That  is  the  result  at  the  Board's  rales*  The  question  refers  to 
the  India  trade,  the  accounts  of  which  have  not  corae  under 
my  notice, 

4922.  By  an  account  before  the  Committee  it  appears  that 
llie  net  loss  u|K»n  the  trade  from  India  to  China,  in  the  year 
1828-9,  was  £70,470,  and  upon  the  trade  between  India  and 
England  £531,812;  and  further  it  ap|>ear8  that  the  net  profit 
of  the  trade  between  England  and  China  for  the  same  year  was 
£74t  fiH%  and  the  net  profit  to  the  North  American  colonic 
£19,796,  making  together  £754,855 ;  now  in  the  calculation  of 
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;€  Hay  1630*  thU  profit  upon  the  trade  from  China  was  allowance  made  for 
the  loss  in  the  other  two  branches  of  trade,  India  and  China  and 
India  and  England,  or  ought  Uiat  loss  to  be  deducted  from  the 
net  profit  of  the  trade  with  China? — Allowance  is  made  in  the 
computation  of  the  prime  cost  for  so  much  of  that  loss  a» 
respects  the  outward  trade  from  England  and  India  to  Chlaa^ 
but  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  tlie  trade  from  England  to  India. 

4923.  Then,  id  order  to  show  the  general  account  of  profit 
and  loss,  the  Company  ought  to  deduct  profit  and  loss  upon  one 
trade  from  the  profit  on  the  other?— Except  that,  upon  mer- 
cantile principles*  there  would  be  a  large  set-olf  upon  that  ac- 
count by  the  difference  between  the  Board*5  and  the  real  rates 
of  exchange, 

4924.  The  Board's  rates  were  settled  in  the  jear  1814?— 
They  were. 

4925.  Are  you  not  aware  that  for  some  years  after  that  period 
the  exchange  was  considerably  higher  than  the  rate  at  which  the 
Board  had  settled  it  ?—  It  was  ;  but  all  computations  of  difference 
have  been  made  upon  the  principle  of  debiting  the  commerce 
with  the  advantage  in  the  years  in  which  the  Board  s  rates  were 
lower,  and  the  territory  with  that  in  which  they  were  higher 
tlian  the  mercantile  rates. 

4926.  Do  you  remember  for  what  years  the  rate  of  exchange 
of  that  period  was  actually  higher  than  the  Board  had  fixed  it 
at?— I  think  from  1814-15  up  to  1819-20.  In  1814-15  the  rate 
was  2^.  7i<^,  per  sicca  rupee. 

4927.  In  what  year  was  it  highest? — In  1816- 17  and  in  1818-19. 

4928.  Since  when  is  it  that  the  rate  of  exchange  has  fallfn 
below  the  Board's  rate  ? — 1820-21  was  tlie  first  year.  It  was 
tlien  2j,  2d,  -11, 

4929-  During  the  time  the  rate  of  exchange  was  higher  ( 
the  Board's  rate,  were  the  Company  deriving  an  advantage  f 
their  commerce  ? — They  were ;  but  in  the  computation  of  tlie 
result  of  the  exc!iange  transactions  between  the  two  branches, 
the  commerce  has  been  debited  with  the  difierence  of  exduiwe 
for  the  years  in  which  the  mercantile  rates  exceeded  those  ptt- 
scribed  by  the  Board. 

4930.  You  stated  in  page  601  >  in  answer  to  question  4337, 
"  bills  have  certainly  been  drawn  to  some  extent ;  the  Company 
draw  to  smalJ  amount ;  the  supercargoes*  whose  salaries  are  pay- 
able in  England,  occasionally  draw.  There  must  be  ship-bilU; 
and  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  evidence  before  this  Committee  thtt 
the  Americans  have  lately  raised  funds  in  China  in  that  mode* 
though,  if  they  continue  to  do  so,  instead  of  importing  dollars, 
the  exchange  will  soon  be  affected."  Do  you  know  when  the 
practice  of  drawing  those  bills,  on  the  part  of  the  Ainericanf» 
commenced  ? — No,  I  do  not. 
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49Si*  Are  you  nol  aware  that  it  commeRced  about  die  year  10  Mny  tB30 
1818  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

4<932.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  been  increatinfi^  from  that 
periods  or  otherwise  ? — I  stated  when  I  was  examined  before* 
tliat  I  had  no  information  upon  that  subject  but  what  I  derived 
from  the  evidence  given  before  tins  Committee* 

4933.  Can  you  stale  what,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange 
the  year  1828,  was  the  price  of  the  dollar  at  Canton  at  that 
"period? — Tl»e  Company  were  drawn  upon  in  the  year  1818  at 
b$,  a  dollar* 
■^  4934.  Can  you  stale  what  it  was  in  1626  ?— In  1B2G  the  Com- 
^Btainy  were  drawn  up4)n  partly  at  4i<  6e/.|  and  partly  at  4x.  %d* 
^m     4935.   In    1828  ?— In   1828,   partly  at  4i.  2d,  and  partly 

^P  4936.  In  case  it  shall  aopear  that  the  number  of  bills  drawn 
by  Americans  have  consiuerabjy  increased  in  the  fatter  pcriodp 
will  it  not  follow-  that  it  has  not  bad  the  effect  which  is  contem* 
plated  in  your  answer  to  that  question  ? — It  would  be  necesaary, 
previously  to  coming  to  such  conclusion,  to  know  tlie  state  of 
"lie  American  trade,  to  see  what  quantity  of  dollars  they  have 
[iported  during  that  same  period. 

4937.  You  have  stated  that  it  was  necessary,  acting  up  to 
tenor  of  the  Commutation  Act,   that  the  Company  stmutd 

Iways  keep  a  stock  of  tea  on  hand  to  tlie  amount  of  one  year's 
^nsumption ;  are  you  not  aware  that  the  obligation  therein 
[contained  is  of  keeping  such  a  stock  of  tea  as,  including  the 
I  quantity  ordered  but  not  received,  shall  amount  to  one  year'g 
I  consumption  ? — I  stated  upon  a  former  occasion  that  the  Com- 
[pany  have  always  conslrned  that  clause  to  mean,  that  tbey 
I  ahoutd  liave  at  all  Limes  at  least  a  year's  consumption  in  warehouse. 

4938.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  read  the  clause? — 
I** That  the  said  United  Company  shall  from  time  to  time  send 
[orders  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of  tea,  and  provide 
[sufficient  ships  to  import  the  same,  as,  being  added  to  the  stock 

in  their  warehouses,  and  to  the  quantities  ordered  and  not 
arrived,  shall  amount  to  a  sufficient  supply  fiyv  the; keeping  a 
•took  at  least  equal  to  one  year's  consumption,  according  to  the 
sales  of  the  last  preceding  year,  always  beforehand," 

4939.  Does  not  tliat  stock  include  the  quantity  in  the  ware* 
[lioutey  as  well  as  the  quantity   that  has  been  ordered  and  not 
I  arrived? — In  the  Company's  construction  of  that   clause  it  in- 
cludes only  the  quantity  in  warehouse. 

4940.  You  have  stated  in  your  answer  to  question  4368  in 
what  manner  the  Company  regulate  the  quantity  of  tea  which 
tbey  put  up  at  each  sale,  and  you  stated,  as  a  proof  that  the 
market  is  abundantly  supplied  by  the  Company,  that  large 
quantities  have  been  rejected  at  every  sale  ? — Lately. 
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494 K  If  the  Company  put  up  tlieir  teas  at  the  re&l  cost  to 
them,  and  they  put  up  such  a  quantity  as  to  always  have  % 
portion  rejected  at  that   upset  price,  would  it  not  necessarily 

follow  from  sucli  a  course  that  they  never  could  make  any  jm-o- 
fit  upon  their  tea  at  all  ? — If  tlie  quantity  rejected  went  lo  such 
an  extent ;  but  when  I  spoke  of  considerable  quanlilies,  I 
alluded  to  the  rejection  of  a  milUon  of  pounds  weight  at  aoe 
particular  sale.  The  object  of  the  Company  has  been  that  of 
leading,  by  an  abundant  provision,  to  an  increased  consumption* 
rather  than  of  suppl>nng  an  increased  demand  after  it  slioulJ 
have  been  ascertained  to  exist ;  and  I  merely  mentioned  the 
fact  of  tea  having  been  rejected,  as  tendiog  to  s1h>w  that  the 
Company,  far  from  starving  trade,  abundantly  supplied  the 
market. 

4942.  If  they  are  regulated,  as  to  the  quantity  put  up  for 
sale,  by  the  circumstance  of  putting  up  until  a  portion  b  re- 
jected by  the  bu3'ers,  does  not  that  necessarily  lead  lo  the 
consequence  that  the  portion  that  is  sold  must  be  sold  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  the  upset  price  ;  because  if  any  portion  is  rejected 
by  the  buyers  at  the  upset  price,  is  not  that  a  proof  that  an? 
buyer  might  have  provided  himself  at  the  upset  price,  and 
therefore,  as  a  consequence,  that  no  person  can  have  given 
more  than  the  upset  }>rice? — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  lat- 
terly it  has  occasionally  occurred  that  the  Company  haTC  noi 
received  the  upset  price  for  rejected  teas  ;  they  have  been  pot 
up  at  the  follo%ving  sale  at  no  price,  and  they  have  not  al 
received  the  upset  price  for  them, 

4943.  Did  ynu  not  mean  the  Committee  to  infer  that  that 

the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Company  in  regulating  their  supfAf 

for  the  demand  ? — No  ;  I  stated    tlmt   the   principle   to  wnicli 

look  in  determining  what  quantity  fo  offer  tor  sale  is  the 


they 
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sale. 


of  deliveries  and  the  quantities  sold  at  the  previous 


4944,  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  fact  you  hare 
stated  of  large  quantities  having  been  rejected  is  merely  an  acd- 
dentat  fact,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  taken  Into  consideration 
with  a  view  to  judge  of  the  circumstances  which  have  reflated 
the  Company  in  the  quantity  of  tea  they  put  up  for  sale  ?  — Cer- 
tiiinly ;  the  Company,  in  the  quantity  put  up  far  sale,  look  it 
actual  deliveries  and  actual  sales* 

4945,  But  they  do  not  regulate  the  quantity,  so  as  %q  put  ap 
a  portion  of  each  quality  that  shall  be  actually  rejected  by  the 
buyers  ?— Clearly  not, 

4946,  Would  not  such  a  course  be  inconsistent  with  tfiepoi^ 
iibiiity  of  making  any  proiit?— When  the  Company  declafe  tci 
for  sale,  they  of  course  expect  and  hope  that  they  sfaali  scH  A 
that  they  declare. 

4947,  That  being   the    case^   and  the  Company  looking  lo 
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making  a  given  profit  upon  their  tea,  is  not  that  profit  entirely 
regulattjd  by  the  quantity  that  h  put  up? — I  apprehend  the 
Company  never  regulate  or  hinit  the  quantity  of  tea  with  a  viow 
to  making  any  certain  amount  of  prufit ;  without  adverting  to 
the  ouesCion  of  amount  of  profit^  they  look  onJy  to  the  demand 
for  the  tea, 

4948.  Is  not  tl>e  profit  that  they  look  to  making  entirely 
dependent  upon  tlie  tjuantity  ihey  may  put  up  for  sale? — The 
quantity  they  put  up  for  sale  muH  affect  the  rate  of  profit. 

4949.  What  rate  of  profit  do  the  Company  look  to  in  deter- 
mining the  quantity  of  poundt  weight  of  tea  that  ihey  put  up 
for  Bale? — I  must  repeat,  that  the  Company  never  take  into 
view  the  question  of  profit  w  hen  they  declare  the  amount  to  be 
sold. 

4930*  Do  not  they  always  determine  to  take  it  in  if  it  was  not 
sold  at  a  certain  price  ? — Tliey  arc  authorized  by  law  to  put  it 
^p  at  a  certain  price;  ami  imving  ascertained  tJmt  it  will  not 
Btch  that^  it  is  put  up  without  price  at  another  sale,  and  sold  at 
[what  it  will  fetch. 

495 L  Supposing  any  given  quantity  of  tea  to  be  imported* 
[say  10,000,000  of  pounds,  which  would  command  a  given  price  ; 
Imre  you  not  aware«  that  if  you  put  up  9^000,000  of  pounds,  you 
ud  create  that  sort  of  scarcity  which  would  give  you  an 
led  price;  and  if  you  were  to  put  up  1 1,00y»000  of  pounds, 
[it  would  bring  you  either  to  your  prime  cost  or  to  a  loss  ;  and, 
[therefore,  the  price  which  the  Company  is  to  obtain  must  dt-pcnd 
irely  upon  the  proportion  of  the  quantity  put  up  to  the  de- 
'  and  the  consumption  ? — Undoubtedly. 

4952.  Tliat  being  the  case,  do  you  suppose  that  the  Com- 
my,  in  regulating  tlie  quantity  to  be  put  up  for  sale,  do  not  do 

with  reference  to  some  given  profit,  which  tlxey  have  made  up 
^iheir  mind!?  to  be  reasonable  for  them  to  receive  ? — I  am  sure 
fctliey  do  not. 

4953.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  upset  price  has  anything  to 
[do  with  the  price  actually  obtained  at  the  safe  ?  1  confets  I 
lAink  it  has  ;  but  that  is  a  question  upon  wliich  there  is  a  con- 
[liderable  difference  of  opinion.  When  there  has  been  great  com- 

etition,  and  the  sale  price  has  considerably  exceeded  the  upset 
ice,  I  know  that  some  persons,  w^io  are  well  informed  as  to  the 
^isles,  think  the  upset  price  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale  price. 

4954.  For  instance,  a  pound  of  tea  that  may  eell  for  .^., 
rhether  you  start  the  first  price  at  Of/,  or  at  2^.  ^d, ;  can  it  make 

ny  difference  in  the  result  of  the  sale  ? — Certainly  not. 
4955«  llxerefore  does  the  price  paid  for  tea  depend,  in  your 
opinion,  ufjon  the  quantity  put  tip,  and  not  upon  the  upset  price  ? 
to— My  own  opinion  is,  that  they  both  affect  it ;  that  taking  the 
whole  sale  into  view»  the  upset  price  must  a0ecl  the  sale  price* 
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10  May  iK.^0.  4956*  In  vi  Imt  proportion  docs  the  quantity  put  up  at  one 
gale,  with  refcrtncf  to  the  previous  deliveries,  exceed  the  quan- 
tity sold  at  the  previous  sates? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  precise 
proportion,  but  it  is  what  would  be  called  a  liberal  supply  b 
reference  to  the  past  sale* 

4957*  Are  you  not  bound  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  put  up  at 
least  as  much  as  the  previous  year's  consumption  amouots  to? 
— I  am  not  aware  of  any  law  of  that  kind. 

495B  Is  there  any  tea  ever  put  up  without  a  fixed  price, 
eiccept  that  which  has  been  previously  rejected? — ^I   am  not 

exactly  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

4950.  In  your  correction  of  Mr.  Rickards's  statement*  it  ap- 
pears that  he  takes  the  salaries  and  emoluments  at  jC95,653j  the 
expenses  in  China  at  £64,735,  amounting  together  to  £150,388; 
you  take  them  at  £82, 1 4^ ;  what  is  the  reason  of  that  difference  ? 
— That  difference  is  the  proportion  of  the  expense  which  is  in* 
currcd  and  paid  In  China,  and  which  comes  into  the  invoict 
cost  of  the  teas.  The  Invoice  amount  of  the  teas  includes  all 
the  charges  paid  in  China,  therefore  the  effect  of  Mr.  Rickard&'s 
entry  is  to  state  that  charge  twice, 

4960.  You  stated  that  the  Company  always  take  into  con- 
sideration the  quantity  of  tea  which  the  public  seemed  to  re- 
quire ;  must  not  the  quantity  which  the  public  take  off  depend 
upon  the  price  at  which  it  is  sold  ? — Yes ;  but  the  price  at 
which  it  is  sold  depends  upon  the  public  competition  far  it 
at  that  sale. 

4961.  The  Company  being  the  sole  sellers  of  tea,  and  having 
the  experience  of  some  years,  are  of  course  easily  able  to  regu- 
late themselves  by  the  price  and  quantity  that  have  been  pre- 
viously obtained? — I  should  think  that  it  is  the  Company's 
supply  that  has  affected  the  price*  1  find  that  as  the  Company 
have  increased  their  supply,  the  price  has  materially  fallen,  and 
I  think  that  is  apparent  from  the  statements  upon  the  Com* 
mittee's  table. 

4962.  Having  the  power  of  limiting  the  quantity  to  be  sold, 
have  they  not  also  the  power  of  commanding  the  upset  price? 
— If  they  have  the  power  of  limiting  the  quantity,  it  is  a  power 
which  they  have  never  thought  of  exercising. 

4963.  In  answer  lo  question  4359,  you  take  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  tea  sold  in  1829  to  be  twenty-seven  millions  and  a  half 
of  pounds,  and  jou  state  t!iat  the  pnce  of  the  contract  congou 
in  1829  was  2Qd.  -03  per  pecul ;  is  not  that  the  highest  price  ?^ 
It  was  necessary  for  nie,  in  examining  Mr.  Bates's  calculation, 
to  take  the  price  which  he  assumed*  29  tales  per  pecul ;  and  on 
reference  to  the  prices  actually  paid  by  the  Company,  I  find 
that  the  average  price  of  contract  congou  was  within  140 
decimals  of  29  tales. 
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4964*  Is  not  a  great  proportion  of  the  tea  very  much  mferrnr  *<>  M  y  18J0< 
to  the  contract  congou ? — Yes;  but   my  answer  wis  given   to    i  r  Mehut 
meet  the  hypothetical  calculation  of  Mr.  Bates.  '    £^^      ' 

4965.  Are  you  aware  of  the  quantity  of  optum  which  is  sent 
at  the  present  moment  from  India  to  Cnina? — I  know  that  it  is 
very  coasIJerable. 

4960,  Arc  you  a%vare  of  the  fact  of  its  having  increased  very 
much? — I  believe  it  ha^ ;  but  at  the  same  time  that  trade  is 
subject  to  certain  contingencies.  The  supercargoes  have  re- 
ported twice  or  three  times  during  the  present  charter,  that 
Owing  to  some  new  exercise  of  rigour  on  the  part  either  of  the 
Emperor  of  China  or  of  the  local  nutboniies,  to  check  the  contra- 
band  trade  in  opium,  they  have  been  unable  to  rely  with  con- 
idence  upon  the  proceeds  of  that  opiuQj  far  the  supply  of  their 
treasury. 

4967.  Supposing  that  trade  to  have  considerably  increased^ 
would  it  not  thereby  afford  considerable  facilities  in  carrying  on 
the  rest  of  the  China  trade? — The  Company  always  take  up 
two-thirds  of  their  fund*  in  Chinat  by  either  bills  upon  India  or 
constgnmenu  from  thence;  and  therefore  it  can  only  affect,  so 
for  as  the  Company  are  concernedi  the  difference  between  llmt 
and  the  total  amount  of  the  prime  cost. 

4968*  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  present  price  of  opium  in 
China ;  has  not  it  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  tDcreased 
quantity? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  that  fact. 

4969.  In  answer  to  question  4336,  relative  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  bills  in  Canton  upon  England,  you  staled  that  you 
would  obtain  the  particulars  there  inquired  after  for  the  infor- 

.  mation  of  the  Committee  ;  have  you  obtained  that  information  ? 

I— 1  have.  In  the  year  1B15-16,  the  supercargoes  ofChma  having 
sion  to  draw  841^716  in  dollars,   opened   their  treasury  iit 

^  China  for  bi I U  at  the  rate  of  5gt.  ^d,  a  dollar,  at  which  they 
obtained  39]  ,823  doLIarti ;  they  then  in  creased  the  rate  to  bs,  9d,f 
at  whicit  they  obtained  337,073 ;  and  they  then  further  found 
it  neceesury  to  increase  the  rate  to  6i.,  at  which  they  obtained 
112,620  dollars  ;  and  they  ulUtoately  were  obliged  to  get  specie 
from  Bengal. 

4970.  What  was  the  6rst  rate? — hjt,6d,,  5«.  Qd^  and  6j.  So 
far  fts  respects  the  question   of  facitity   for   raising  money  in 

i  China  for  bills  In  England,  1  will  read  an  extract  of  a  secret 

I  letter  from  China  dated  2bth  of  January    1826,   in   which   the 

tupercargoes  say  **  the  great  and  sudden  fall  in  the  value  of  bill* 

on   England,  and  the  absence  of  any  distinct  ground  on  which 

to  infer  that  bills  will  in  the  next  season  recover  their  rate,  lead 

us  to  hesitate  in   offering  an   opinion    that   so  large  a  sum   as 

►  1,000,000  of  dollars  may  be  procured  next  winter  by  bilb  issued 

Sat  any  rale  of  exchange,  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  remittance 

of  dollars  from  London  to  Canton  on  account  of  the  Coni|>any." 
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Mr,  JOHN  KENNEDY  and  Mr.  HUGH  HORNBY  BIRLEY 
called  in  and  examined. 

4979.  (  To  Mr,  Kennedy^) — You  are  a  resident  at  Manches^ 
tcr  ? — I  am* 

4980.  (  To  Mr.  /?ir/^^.)— Where  are  you  resident  ?— At  Man- 
Chester, 

4981.  You  were  formerly  the  Presideot  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  Manchester?— I  was, 

4962.  (Jo  Mr,  Kennedy/*} — You  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
spinning  of  cotton? — I  am. 

498JJ.  How  many  years  have  you  been  engaged  in  it  ? — For 
nearly  forty-six  years. 

4^84.  Are  you  intimately  acquainted  with  machinery  ? — For 
It  ten  years  I  was  employed  entirely  in  learning  to  construct 
Tmachinery  for  cotton  spinning. 

4985.  Are  you  now  engaged  in  the  business? — I  am  not. 

4986.  Do  you  continue  any  researches  upon  the  subject  of 
[machinery  at  present  ?— I  do. 

4987.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  printed  statement  prepared  by 
jthe  late  Mr.  Lee  of  Manchester,  in  181 2*  of  the  comparative 
I  cost  of  labour  in  producing  yarn  m  Britain  and  in  India  ? — I  have* 

4988.  Did  you  assist  in  the  preparation  of  that  document  ?— 
'  I  did.  in  parL 

49^.  With  what  view  was  that  document  prepared?— To 
lahow  to  a  deputation  that  was  in  1812  in  London,  upon  the 
jEast'^India  trader  the  probability  and  thu  possibitity  of  extending 
I  our  trade  in  the  export  of  yarn. 

4990.  Did  the  spinners  in  Manchester  contemplate  the  possi* 
[  bility  of  being  able  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  cotton  )am  ?— 

Some  did. 

4991.  Did  you  yourself  ?^ When  the  statement  was  made 
out,  it  was  obvious  to  every  one. 

4992.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  copy  of  the 
I  paper  to  which  you  have  alluded  } — I  can. 

[  The  witneMS  ddivered  in  ike  tamtf  which  woi  read  as  foUcfms  ,•] 

(No.  I.) 

^To  the  Comrolltec  at  Manchester,  meeting  to  Oppoie  the  Exclusive 

Tmde  oi  the  Ettat-Indio  Company. 

Gentlenieni 
The  general  arguments  agatnftt  monopoly  arc  »o  obvious,  and  have 
been  «o  perspicuously  treated  by  various  eminent  theoretical  writers, 
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J  J  j|„  11(30^  as  well  as  l-y  the  represcntalious  of  practical  persons,  that  it  becomes 

'   priiicipelly  jjiiportaTit  to  us  to  state  euch  ground*  of  objection  to  that 

,  X  Mtnnfd^,  of  the  Eiist-India  Company  m  peculiiirTv  belong  to  our  branch  of 
and  business,  iind  to  present  to  the  legislature,  conciaely,  the  eddencc  of 

M^iLBirUy.  our  claims  to  an  i^fettered  trade  to  India. 

The  prominent  and  essential  features  of  economy  io  the  cotton 
manufacture  consist  in  the  discoveries  and  improvements  in  spinning 
within  the  last  thtrty  years,  especially  for  tbe  finer  fabrics,  in  cuoae^ 
quence  of  Mr  Crompton's  invention  of  the  mule ;  and  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  fiteam-enginCj  upon  Mr,  Watt's  principle,  by  which 
the  moving  power  was  brought  to  the  population,  and,  consequendj 
the  labour  was  collected  in  less  time,  and  created  with  less  expeoi^ 

In  the  year  1785,  cotton  twist,  by  Sir  Richard  Arkwright*s  ioreo- 
tion,  which  was  the  precursor  and  parent  of  the  subsequent  improve- 
ments, exceeded  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  20*.  per  pound  for 
No,  6Q;  it  now  exceeds  it,  by  the  mule,  only  l*.6d,  per  pound;  aiui 
taking  into  consideration  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money,  it 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  a  reduction  of  from  Sih^  to  9d,  per 
pound ;  an  extraordinary  and  astoniiihtng  instance  of  skill  and 
econam}^  superadded  to  the  great  advancement  in  both  iii«de  pve- 
vioualy  by  Sir  Richard  Arkwright. 

In  order  to  explain  and  to  contrast  the  eflecta  of  Britl&b  mechanism 
with  the  simple  labour  of  India,  I  shall  exhibit  the  relative  productive 
power  of  each,  and  the  cost  of  cotton-yarns  produced  by  each,  com- 
prehending that  range  of  fineness  chiefly  required  for  the  eastern  fabrics* 

The  quantity  of  mule  spindles  in  Great  Britain  appears  by  actual 
survey  to  be — 

4^00,000,  producing  a  quantity  of  cotton-yam  at  least  equal 
to  tliBt  which   can  be  spun  in  the   same  time  by 
4,iOO,00O  persona  in  India;  the  wages  of  each  are 
supposed  at  2d.  per  day  ;  but  in  Britain 
70,000  persons  would  produce  the  same  eSect,  by  nachi- 
nery,  at  £JQ<i.  per  day  ;  consequent!}* 
I  person  in  Britain  will  be  equal  to 
60  in  India;  but  in  consequence  of  more  expensive  ap- 
paratus, and  various  contingencies,  I  will  state  that 
1  person  is  equal  to  40  in  India  ; 
40x2rf.  — 6j.  Bd,  which  is  the  vahie  of  labour  for  apinniog  b  India 
to  correspond  with  that  of  one  person  in  Britain,  or 
as  6j,8rf.  to  li.  8rf. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  one  spinner  by  machinery,  in  Britain, 
will  produce  yarn  at  one-fourth  the  price  that  it  cost  for  the  same 
quantity  of  workmanship  in  India,  supposing  the  wages  of  tbe  forcner 
to  be  li*  Sd.  and  of  the  btter  to  be  -d-  per  day, 

Thefollowiag  statement  is  a  comparison  of  the  cost  of  labour  io  pro- 
ducing yarns  in  Britain  and  India,  for  one  pound  weight,  from  No. 41 
to  ^0,  and  likewise  of  the  value  of  the  labour  and  material  combioed 
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Though  in  every  case  in  which  there  was  the  least  uncertainty  or 
doubt,  the  representation  has  been  stated  on  the  side  favourable  to 
the  foreign  cotton-yarn,  yet  the  result  of  this  comparison  is,  that  the 
Hune  quantity  and  fineness  is  spun  in  Great  Britain,  by  machinery, 
for  about  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  labour  for  which  it  is  produced  in 
India  by  the  hand,  which  nearly  corresponds  with  the  preceding  cal- 
culation ;  and  that,  reckoning  the  mean  price  of  cotton-wool  in  Britain 
at  2i.  6d,  and  in  India  at  5d,  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  united 
would  be  less,  upon  an  average,  than  one-half. 

It  is,  therefore,  upon  the  baisis  of  spinning  that  the  great  abridge* 
ments  of  labour,  and  the  consequent  cheapness  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facture, have  been  chiefly  founded ;  and  by  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
meet  competition  in  the  eastern  markets,  either  in  yarns  or  in  cloths, 
of  which  they  form  the  principal  constituent  value. 

Very  important  discoveries  and  improvements  have,  doubtless,  beea 
made  in  weaving,  dyeing,  printing  and  bleaching,  and  particularly 
for  certain  operations  and  descriptions  of  cloth ;  but  taken  in  the 
pross  the  amount  will  bear  but  an  inferior  proportion  to  the  economy 
introduced  by  spinning,  upon  which  both  invention  and  exertion  have 
been  upon  the  rack  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  a  real  capital  vested 
in  building  and  machinery  of  from  eight  to  ten  millions  sterling. 
I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Manchester,  15th  April  1812.  GsoaoE  Leb. 

4993.  Was  the  paper  you  have  now  delivered  in  printed  and 
widely  circulated  at  the  time  ? — It  was. 

4994.  Was  it  printed  for  the  purpoee  of  being  laid  before  the 
Committee  then  sitting  upon  the  East-India  Company's  affairs  ? 
— >It  was  furnished  for  the  deputation  to  do  with  it  as  they 
thought  best. 

4995.  Has  there  been  a  great  fall  in  the  price  of  the  raw 
material  of  the  manufactures  from  the  year  1812  to  the  year 
1830  ?^  It  has  fluctuated  very  much. 

4996.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  a  gradual  fall  in  the  price 
of  cotton  since  1812? — Yes. 

4997.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  comparison  of 
the  coat  of  labour  in  producing  yams  in  England  and  in  India  in 
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11  May  183a   1812  and  in  1830  ?— I  can.    I  have  a  statement  showing  it  bj 

Mr  J  rtntml    '^®  pouJ^^ ;  and  I  have  also  another  statement  of  the  compara- 

iHi4      ^*  tive  prices  of  a  continuous  thread  a  mile  long,  in  the  period  of 

MrMM^MMt^,  1812,  and  at  the  present  period,  contrasted  with  the  supposed 

cost  of  the  same  yam  spun  in  India. 

[  The  wiineu  Mivered  in  the  same,  which  were  read,  asJbUcws :] 
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No.  3.^CoMPAEATi7E  Prices  of  Engliih  and  Indian  Cotton- Yarna,  in 
the  Yean  1812  and  1830,  reckoned  per  mile. 


Endkh  PrlcM. 
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'  Mr-J.Kennedjff 
and 


London,  6th  May  1830. 


Note.^  Two 
hanks  of  yam  are 
one  mile  mearly. 


John  Kennedy. 


4998.  Have  you  made  any  difference  in  the  price  of  labour 
hi  India  between  the  year  1812  and  1830? — No. 

4999.  Do  you  understand  that  there  has  been  any  difference  ? 
— Not  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

5000.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  cost  of  spinning  in  India  ?— 
We  had  the  same  apparatus  to  spin  with  in  England,  previoui 
to  the  last  seventy  or  eighty  years,  that  they  had  in  India ;  and 
I  understand  that  in  India  they  have  the  same  machbe  still. 

5001.  Does  this  computation  proceed  upon  any  knowledge 
jou  have  yourself  upon  the  %Mh]ectl— (Mr, Birtey,)  It  was 
assumed  in  1812,  that  an  individual  spinning  with  the  hand 
would  produce  as  much  with  a  spindle  as  one  of  our  spindles 
moved  by  machinery ;  and  those  who  have  observed  the  spin- 
ning of  ifax  and  wool  and  worsted,  by  hand,  feel  quite  certain 
that  it  is  making  an  ample  allowance.  The  object  of  Mr.  Lee 
in  preparing  that  statement  has  been  rather  to  understate  than 
io  overstate. 

•5002.  Are  you  yourself  acquainted  with  the  Indian  ma- 
chinery?— {Mr,  Kennedy,)  I  have  seen  a  great  variety  of 
models  of  Indian  machinery  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  and 
spinning  cotton  in  India. 

5003.  Do  you  make  any  difference  in  the  price  of  the  raw 
nuuerial  in  India  between  1812  and  1830  ?-No. 

5004.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  prices  are  the 
eame  now  as  they  were  then  ? — The  last  price-current  seems  to 
correspond  within  a  fraction,  or  nearly  so,  with  what  it  was  then. 

5005.  Has  there  ever  been  any  improvement  of  the  cotton 
exported  from  India  to  England  since  the  year  1812?— >I  think 
aot ;  tbe  Surats  have  been  better  got  up  in  some  instances. 

4  u 
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llMajrldSO.       5006,  From  tlic   ciUcuktbiis  that  were  drawn  up  in  1812, 

you  assumed   the  great   probability  of  an  extension  of  trade 

'*'''• ''•^J'^***^*  between  India  and  England? — Cert^nly;  I  speak  more partieu- 
Mr.ff.H.Birley  larly  of  yam. 

5007.  Has  that  expectation  been  realized  by  the  snbgequent 
event? — It  has.  In  1812  there  were  nothing  more  than  sam- 
ples sent  out,  at  that  period  amounting  to  a  few  hundred  pounds 
weight;  and  the  last  returns  I  have  seen  are  between  4,000,000 
and  5,000.0<X>  of  pounds, 
I  5008.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  result  which  has 

^^^^B  taken  place  with  reference  to  India  might  equally  apply  to  othar 

^^^^K  parts  of  the  East,  if  the  trade  were  thrown  open  ?— Wheneytr 

^^^^H  yarn  is  wanted  X  conceive  that  may  take  place. 

^^^^H  5009.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  such  yarn  would  be  in 

^^^^H  request  In  the  China  market? — I  am  not  at  all  acquainted  with 

^^^t  the  China  market, — {MnBirlei/,)   There  is  no  doubt  of  tlie  fact 

^^  5010.  And  perhaps  also  through  the  Eastern  Archipelago? — 

501  L  Upon  what  grounds  do  you  form  that  opinion? — From 

the  circumstance  of  orders  having  been  given  and  increased. 

5012.  Do  you  mean  from  China? — Yea  ;  in  the  first  instance 
a  considerable  error  was  committed  as  to  the  fineness  of  the 
yam  that  was  sent  out ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  both  fi^m 
America  and  this  country  yarn  has  been  sent  to  China.  The 
East-India  Company,  I  beheve,  gave  very  large  orders  last  year 
for  China  for  yarn  ;  at  least  it  was  so  understood  in  Manchester. 

5013.  Do  you  know  anything,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of 

any  American  orders  for  cotton-yarn  for  the  China  market  ? — 
By  correspondence  we  do.  The  house  of  which  I  am  a  meoi- 
ber  had  information  from  an  American  merchant  that  it  was  an 
article  which  might  be  sent  out  circuitously,  and  be  extensivelj 
used  in  China. 

5014.  Have  any  long-cloths  of  British  manufacture  been  ex- 
•                 ported  to  India? — A  great  many  cotton  cloths,  of  about  the 

quality  which  we  understand  to  be  long-clotlis,  have  been  so 
sent  out. 

5015.  Formerly  were  they  not  invariably  imported  from  India 
for  consumption  here  ? — ^They  were, 

501 6.  For  how  long  has  that  trade  been  going  on  ? — Cer- 
tainly from  the  time  of  tlie  opening  of  the  trade,  if  pot  pre* 
viously. 

5017.  Has  it  been  progressively  going  on  ? — Certainly  k  bis 
been  going  on  increasing :  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  contemplate 
rather  supplying  the  Indian  market  witli  yarn  than  wiiii  maoa* 
fact u red  goods  in  future, 

5018.  Do  you  consider  the  long-cloths>  sent  out  from  Uiis 
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country  to  India,  to  be  equal,  in  point  of  substance,  solidity,  and   11  May  103ak 

duration  with  the  long-cloths  of  that  country  ? — 1  sliould  rather         

apprehend  not.  Generally  speaking,  wherever  we  export  cot-  ^*  "^S""*^ 
ton  cloths,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  cheap  article^  Ui.BLUMHm 
to  meet  the  wants  and  the  ability  of  the  purchasers. 

5019.  Do  not  you  invariably  obtain  the  preference  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa  through  Gibraltar? — Great  quantities  go  through 
Gibraltar. 

5020.  Do  not  the  Manchester  long-cloths  now  supersede  the 
Indian  long-cloths  in  the  Gibraltar  market  ? — They  are  sold  to  a 
Rreat  extent.  I  have  no  establishment  at  Gibraltar,  and  tliere- 
n>re  I  cannot  answer  decidedly. 

5021.  What  difficulty  has  the  English  manufacturer,  according 
to  the  present  state  of  the  law,  in  sending  his  goods  to  any  part 
of  India  ? — ^I  am  nibt  aware  of  any  difficulty,  excepting  to  Cluna. 

5022.  Could  not  you  find  freight  to  send  it  to  China?— Not 
directly. 

5023.  So  that  the  only  extension  that  could  be  given  to  the 
trade  by  law  is  confined,  in  your  opinion,  to  the  opening  of  the 
China  trade  ?— Yes. 

5024.  Can  you  suggest  to  the  Committee  any  other  alteration 
of  the  law,  by  which  the  exportation  of  eoods  to  other  parts  of 
the  Indian  seas  could  be  improved  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any 
impediment. 

5025.  Are  there  anjr  facilities  that  mi^ht  be  given,  which  do 
not  now  exist,  for  the  introduction  of  British  manufactures  into 
the  consumption  of  India? — I  know  no  facilities  which  could  be 
afforded,  unless  it  be  b^  attention  being  bestowed  upon  the  cul- 
ture of  certain  productions  of  India,  and  by  the  opening  of  the 
China  trade,  so  that  we  could  get  our  returns  more  easily. 

5026.  Would  it  not  afford  you  increased  facility  ifyou  had 
agents,  for  instance,  in  the  towns  of  British  India  r — Tnere  are 
houses  of  agency  in  certain  parts  of  India.  Increased  facilities 
certainly  might  be  expected  to  lead  to  more  extensive  demand. 

5027.  Is  a  ship  of  British  register  allowed  to  navigate  from  one 
port  of  India  to  the  other  ? — I  apprehend  not. 

6028.  Would  that  be  a  facility  ?*  Certainly,  trading  voyages 
would  be  very  advantageous. 

5029.  Are  there  some  facilities  that  might  be  given  that  do  not 
now  exist  ?-*Certainly. 

5030.  Are  you  aware  that  some  cotton  imported  from  New 
South  Wales  has  lately  been  sold  at  Liverpool  ?— I  have  heard 
•o ;  I  have  seen  it  reported. 

5031.  Do  you  know  the  price  at  which  it  was  sold? — I  do  not. 
I  remember  it  was  mentioned  in  our  broker's  letter. 

5032.  Was  it  the  growth  of  New  South  Wales  .^— It  was. 
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5033.  Are  you  not  of  opinfon  that  if  returns  could  be  got  froo 
the  East,  the  trade  carried  on  between  Great  Britain  and  fh 
East  generally  might  be  very  largely  increased  ? — ^Undoubtedlyi 

5034.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  the  power  of  importing  1 
into  this  country  on  the  part  of  the  free-trader  would  tend  greatl| 
fo  increase  that  trade  ? — Certainly. 

5035.  Must  not  you  also  have  the  demand  as  well  as  the  i 
turna  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  the  demand. 

5036.  Do  not  you  know  that  English  manufactures,  at  tho 
present  instant,  in  India,  are  now  gelnog  below  the  prime  cost< 
— There  is  nut  a  market  tn  the  world  which  we  do  not  sometime 
overstock ;  but  I  always  expect  good  to  result  from  that. 

5037.  From  the  opening  of  the  trade,  has  not  that  been  aloao 
constantly  the  case  m  India  ? — By  no  means; .  we  had  Increasi 
orders  for  precisely  the  same  qualities  of  goods  for  several  yea 

5033,  Are  not   the  cottons  now  fumidied  much  cheaper 
Manchester  than  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  th 
trade?— It  is  upon  that  that  I  ground  the  expectation  of; 
increase  in  the  demand* 

5039.  Do  not  you  know  that  they  are  admitted  at  a  very  1 
duty  in  Indiai  whereas  the  cottons  of  India  are  subject  to  a  hi^ 
duty  here? — Certainly  ;  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  those  duties  \ 
main.  That  opinion  was  expressed  about  the  time  of  the  i 
cussion  as  to  the  last  renewal  of  the  charter  by  a  deputation  fron 
Manchester  to  the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

5040.  Do  you  know  whether  any  cotton  goods  are  tent 
India  with  a  view  of  being  forwarded  to  China  from  India  f- 
cannot  slate  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

5041.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  imitations  having' 
made  of  the  Chinese  patterns?— I  have  understood  that  orders] 
are  now  in  the  course  of  execution  lor  China  ;  but  whether  it  i 
by  license  from  the  Company,  or  how  they  are  intended  to  go^  \ 
am  not  prepared  to  state. 

JAMES  COSMO  MELVILL,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and 

examined. 

5042.  Are  not  the  exchanges  in  China  affected  by  the  pri^ 
of  silver  in  England  ? — I  apprehend  it  must  have  a  proportional* 
effect. 

5043.  Taking  all  the  circumstances  you  have  stated  into  con* 
sideration»  is  not  the  rate  by  which  the  upset  price  of  the  teas  is 
c^culated  higher  than  ttiat  ai  which  for  the  year  it  could  haft 
been  realized  ? — It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  answer  thsl 
question  accurately^  because  i  do  not  know  what  effect  might 
have  been  produced  upon  the  rates  of  exchange  in  China  if  the 
Company  had  increased  their  demand  upon  the  Canton  market 
for  money  in  exchange  for  bills. 
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6044.  Is  it  not  considerably  higher  than  that  at  which  the  H  M«7  1830. 
foreigner  could  afford  to  supply  the  tea ? — I  am  not  aware  that  cUmhmiL 
the  foreigner  can  have  any  advantage  over  the  Company  in  MHm^ 

drawing  upon  England.     The  Company,  by  negotiating  their  ' 

bills  in  China,  can  certainly  get  as  good  an  exchange  as  the 
foreigner. 

5045.  If  the  fact  be  that  the  foreigner  has  actually  realized 
his  bills  at  hs,  6d.  the  tale,  is  not  Uiat  the  case  ? — It  would  stiU, 
I  submit*  remain  to  be  considered  whether  the  Company's  ex- 
tensive transactions  could  have  been  conducted  on  the  same 
scale.  An  individual  merchant  may  obtain  a  single  cargo  at  a 
favourable  rate  of  exchange ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
whole  trade  of  a  country  could  be  conducted  at  the  same  rate. 

5046.  Then  the  small  trader  has  a  benefit  over  a  large  com« 
pany  ? — It  is  possible  that  cases  may  arise  in  which  a  single 
trader  derives  a  larger  rate  of  benefit  than  has  accrued  in  the 
aggregate  of  the  large  operations  of  the  Company ;  but  such 
cases,  if  they  have  occurred,  shew  nothing  more  than  that  indi- 
viduals, oQt  of  a  great  body  of  traders,  may  get  more  propor- 
tionate profit  than  arises  in  the  mass  of  trade. 

5047.  Must  not  the  rate  of  exchange,  afler  all,  depend  upon 
the  balance  of  exports  and  imports  into  the  market  of  Canton  ? 
— As  a  general  prmciple,  undoubtedly.  In  the  present  instance 
the  excluinges  are  affected  by  the  balance  of  payments  rather 
than  the  balance  of  trade.  India  annually  incura  a  laree  debt 
to  this  country,  which  must  be  remitted  through  trade,  and 
which  is  irrespective  of  any  returns  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade.  The  payment  of  that  debt  operates  not  merely  ojx  the 
exchanges  of  India,  but  also  on  those  of  China,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  amount  being  paid  through  China. 

5048.  Must  not  the  Canton  exchange  be  regulated  by  the 
balance  between  the  values  of  the  imports  and  exports  at  Can-, 
ton,  without  reference  to  what  the  state  of  trade  may  be,  or  the 
state  of  political  payments  between  England  and  India  ? — I 
think  that  the  Canton  exchange  must  be  affected  by  the  Indian 
exchange.  A  large  portion  of  the  balance  of  trade  due  from 
China  to  India  is  retained  in  China  to  pay  the  debt  which,  in 
the  course  of  trade,  England  owes  to  China. 

5049.  If  the  result  of  the  China  trade,  taken  separately,  were 
such  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  bullion  for  the  payment  of 
any  balance,  or  if  the  state  of  that  trade  made  it  necessary  to 
bring  bullion  from  China  for  the  balance,  would  not  the  rate  of 
exclianec  depend  upon  that  fact,  without  reference  to  the 
state  of  trade  anywhere  else  ? — It  would  tlien  depend  upon 
the  cost  of  sending  the  bullion.  I  would  here  observe,  that  the 
balance  of  trade  with  China,  so  far  as  respects  Europe,  is  greatly 
in  favour  of  China. 

5050.  Must  not  the  rate  of  excbaage  be  determined  by  the 
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11  Max  1830.   payments  both  to  England  and  to  India  ?--OrdjDari]y  the  rale 
■^'  of  exchange  must  be  determined  by  that  ci/cumstance ;  but 

there  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  a  regular  and  free  course  of  com* 
mcrctal  exchange  between  this  country  and  China,  because  tJie 
Comjmny  are  the  great  exporters  from  China,  and  they  cannot 
make  those  exports  the  medium  of  remittance  for  other  perBons, 
without  interfering  with  the  payments  required  to  be  made  in 
England  for  the  territorial  purposes  of  India. 

5051.  Sopposing  5s,  6d,  per  tale  to  hare  been  the  exchange 
at  which  the  foreign  trader  is  able  to  pass  his  bills  ;  supposing 
the  Company  to  have  had  no  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  China 
trade  at  all^  and  to  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  that  the 
opium  and  the  cotton  and  different  articles  had  gone  through  a 
free  trade  ;  do  not  you  suppose  that  the  result  of  that  free  tJade 
must  still  have  left  the  value  of  the  tale,  by  which  the  balance 
of  tbe  trade  would  have  been  regulated,  at  the  rate  of  5#.  6dl ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  whomsoever  the  trade  was  carried  on,  must  ti 
not  have  produced  a  given  rate  of  exchange  ? — But  supposing 
5$.  Sd,  to  have  been  the  rate  of  exchange  prevalent,  I  apprehend 
it  would  liave  greatly  increased  with  the  demand  for  money  io 
exchange  for  bills. 

5052*  Must  not  the  demand  on  the  market  for  bills  depend 
upon  whether  China  has  to  pay  a  balance  or  to  receive  a  ba- 
lance  ? — Thsit  would  certainly  be  the  case*  But  the  Company 
cannot  grant  tlie  bills  if  demanded. 

5053.  If  the  free  trader  was  to  trade  with  China,  and  depend 
upon  bills  to  obtain  the  tea,  would  not  the  whole  freight  be 
chargeable  to  the  tea? — Uodoubtedly. 

5054*  That  being  the  case,  would  not  tliat  raise  the  value  of 
the  tale  beyond  the  mere  price  in  the  market  aecordiTig  to  tlie 
exchange  ?^I  apprehend  it  would.  The  Company's  valuation 
of  the  tale  includes  the  outward  freight* 

5055.  Then  there  is  no  difference  in  that  respect  between  the 
trade  of  the  Company  and  the  trade  of  a  private  trader,  except 
that»  from  circumstances,  the  Company  may  be  at  a  greater  ex- 
pence  in  point  of  freight? — I  should  think  not. 

5056.  In  furnishing  the  market  here  with  tea,  would  there  be 
any  difference  between  the  Company*s  furnishing  it  in  the  mode 
you  have  stated  by  bills,  or  the  free-traders'  furnishing  it  by  bill^ 
unless  there  be  some  difference  in  the  freight  ?^ — Certainly  not. 
The  Company  may  negociate  bills  upon  at  least  as  good  tenns 
as  the  private  trader. 

5057.  With  respect  to  bullion  would  there  be  any  difierence? 

— None  whatever. 

5058.  Then  the  calculation  you  have  made  with  respect  to 
the  price  at  which  the  tale  is  made  by  the  operations  of  the 
Company  would  not  differ  from  tliat  which  it  would  b^  to  the 
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free-trader,  unless  there  be  a  difference  with   respect  to  the  U  May  1830. 
freight  ? — The  value  of  the  tale  in  the  upset  price  of  the  tea        "~ 
includes  a  portion  of  the  outward  freight,  so  that  the  real  cost  of        j^T^" 
the  tale  to  the  Company  would  appear  less  if  all  the  freight  were  * 

put  upon  the  homeward  cargo. 

5059.  Would  not  the  difference  of  the  cost  of  the  tea  in  Eng* 
land  to  the  consumer,  comparing  it  with  the  cost  of  the  tea  to 
the  East-India  Company,  and  what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  tea 
to  the  private  trader,  depend,  first  of  all  upon  the  amount  of 
profit  which  the  Company  as  monopolists  impose;  secondly, 
upon  the  question  of  the  proportion  of  freight  between  the 
Company  and  private  traders ;  thirdly,  upon  the  result  of  the 
outward  investments  of  the  parties ;  and,  fourthly,  upon  whether 
the  one  or  the  other  dealt  most  favourably  with  the  Chinese  in 
their  purchases? — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  price  of 
tea  paid  to  the  Company,  as  compared  with  what  might  be  paid 
to  a  private  merchant,  would  depend  upon  the  comparative 
advantage  with  which  those  parties  bougnt  the  teas  in  China. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  the  result  of  the  different 
modes  of  placing  the  tale  in  China,  whether  by  the  proceeds  of 
bills  or  by  consignments,  must  affect  the  price  of  tea  in  England. 
With  re^>ect  to  profit,  the  Company  exact  no  profit  but  that 
which  the  Commutation  Act  authorizes,  and  indeed  they  exact 
less,  for  the  Commutation  Act  authorizes  an  advance  of  Id,  per 
lb.  and  the  Company  offer  to  sell  their  tea  at  an  advance  of  one 
fiuthing  per  lb.  The  rate  of  freight  of  course  must  affect  the 
price  of  tea  to  the  consumer,  but  the  freights  which  the  Com- 
pany pay  are  occasioned  by  a  legislative  enactment,  which  re- 
gulates the  taking  up  of  their  shipping,  and  from  the  operation 
of  which  they  can  only  be  exempted  by  Parliament  itself. 

5060.  Have  not  you  given  an  opinion,  in  an  earlier  part 
of  your  examination,  that  the  profit  to  the  Company  must  be 
regulated  by  the  quantity  of  tea  that  they  put  up,  and  the  pro- 
portion that  quantity  may  bear  to  the  demands  of  the  consump- 
tion ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  quantity  put  up  must  affect  the 
price;  but,  as  I  have  before  stated  to  the  Committee,  the  Com- 
pany abundantly  supply  the  market. 

5061.  If  the  Company  chose  to  supply  that  consumption  so 
abundantlyas  to  sell  it  at  the  prime  cost,  could  they  very  easily 
do  so?-*That  would  depend  upon  the  competition  of  the 
buyers.  If  the  Company  chose  to  give  away  their  tea,  I  sup- 
pose they  might  do  so. 

5062«  Must  they  not  by  Act  of  Parliament  put  it  up  at  cost 
price  ? — All  that  they  expose  for  sale  they  must  put  up  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  prime  cost,  with  the  other  charges  specified 
in  the  Commutation  Act. 

5063.  Therefore  they  cannot  sell  under  prime  cost? — Yes»  I 
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1  May  inao.   apprehend  they  can.     The  Act  af  Parhament  merely  precludes 
the  Company  from  putting  it  up  at  more  than  the  cost  price. 

£af*  5064.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  Company  might,  by  regulation 

the  quantity  put  up,  produce  any  given  price  of  tea,  fi^ra  the 
price  which  you  call  the  giving-away  price,  up  to  almost  any 
amount  of  profit  that  they  might  put  upon  it  ? — I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Company  might  raise  the  price  of  tea  by  limiting  the 
quantity  exposed  to  sale ;  but  that  is  a  power  which,  if  they 
possess  it,  they  have  never  exercised. 

5065.  Having  that  power,  do  you  not  presume  them  to  exer- 
cise it,  upon  the  calculation  of  giving  themselves  wliat  they 
consider  a  reasonable  profit?— I  must  again  repeat  to  the  Com- 
mittee, what  I  know  to  be  the  fact,  that  in  fixing  the  quantities 
to  be  put  up  for  sale,  the  Company  never  advert  to  the  amoaat 
of  profit  that  they  expect  to  receive.  They  look  only  to  the  stale 
of  the  marketi  and  their  object  is  to  afford  an  abundant  §upply« 
3066.  Can  you  state  what  the  per-centage  of  profit  is,  upon 
the  average  of  any  given  number  of  years,  upon  the  tea  trade? 
—  From  a  calculation  that  has  been  made  in  consequence  of  Mr* 
Bates's  computation,  it  would  appear  that,  supposing  the  tea 
to  have  been  all  contract  congo  (the  species  assamed  by  Mr, 
Bales),  the  rate  of  profit  beyond  interest  for  the  use  of  the 
capital  amounted  in  1829-30  to  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  two  yean 
that  the  capital  is  locked  up  ;  that  is,  six  per  cent,  per  amium* 

5067.  Is  that  the  result  of  two  particular  years ? — It  b  tk 
result  only  as  applicable  to  contract  congo  tea  in  the  year 
1829*30,  and  was  ascertained  solely  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
Mr.  Bates's  statement,  which  had  reference  to  that  kind  of  tea* 
and  to  that  year. 

5068,  If  the  same  calculation  were  made  for  a  longer  period, 
do  you  think  it  would  widely  differ  from  that  ? — I  think  the 
rate  of  profit  would  be  much  higher  in  former  years.  I  will 
explain  one  or  two  of  the  particulars  of  the  calculation.  The 
Company  offered  to  sell  their  contract  congo  tea  (and  althaugb 
that  is  the  tea  upon  which  this  calculation  was  made,  yet  the 
result  would,  I  believe,  be  nearly  the  same  as  to  all  kinds  of 
tea,  the  profit  on  contract  congo  in  1820-30  affording  a  faff 
average  of  the  profit  of  teas  upon  the  whole  sale)  at  2i.  1|^: 
the  upset  price  was  2s*  Id*  and  the  farthing  was  the  advance  at 
which  it  would  have  been  sold  if  no  more  had  been  bid.  The 
price  at  which  it  was  sold  was  3^^.  above  that  upset  price,  which 
is  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the  capital  is  locked  up  for  two  years. 

5069.  In  the  upset  price  at  w  hich  the  tea  is  put  up^  ia  aot 
interest  for  capital  included  ?^ — I  before  stated,  tl^at  tlie  iJit 
is  included  in  tlie  upset  price^ 

5070,  Is  not  that  a  particular  case  that  you  have  selected  ?— 
It  is  for  a  particular  year,   1829*30,  and  the  calculation  ia  made 
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with  reference  to  a  particular  tea,  the  contract  congo.    Both  11  Mijl83(l. 

the  year  and  the  tea  are  those  which  were  selected  by  Mr.  . 

Bates.     The  profit  that  the  Company  made  in  that  year  upon  '^'  ^'Jff^* 
the  contract  tea  is  about  the  average  profit  that  they  then  made         ^' 
upon  all  descriptions  of  tea. 

5071.  Was  the  profit  in  1829-30  lower  than  in  most  other 
years  ?— It  was  much  lower. 

5072.  Lower  than  any  other  year  ? — I  think  it  was  lower 
than  in  1828-9,  bat  that  was  very  low  also. 

5073.  How  do  you  calculate  the  capital  of  the  Company 
employed  in  the  tea  trade  ? — Tin's  is  calculated  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  taking  the  cost  of  the  tea  in  China,  all  the  charges  upon 
that  tea,  the  freight  that  is  paid,  and  every  thing  that  consti- 
tutes the  upset  price  and  tlie  aggregate  cost  is  the  capital 
upon  which  interest  is  computed. 

5074p.  Without  selecting  any  particular  year,  be  so  good  as 
to  state  to  the  Committee,  upon  the  average  of  years,  what  hat 
been  the  profit  upon  the  cost  price  ? — I  have  not  the  materials  at 
present  for  stating  it,  but  such  an  account  can  be  furnished  if 
the  Committee  desire  it. 

5075.  On  referring  to  the  account  of  the  upset  price  at  which 
the  tea  was  put  up  m  the  year  1823,  and  the  price  at  which 
it  was  sold,  there  appear  to  be  these  results  :  the  putting  up 
price  of  bohea  in  1823  was  li.Gif.,  the  sale  price  S^.fii/. ;  for 
Congo,  the  putting  up  price  was  2^.2^.,  the  sale  price  2s.%^d. 
There  is  another  quality  of  congo,  which  was  2s,  4^.,  the  sale 
price  2«.  7-A</.  Of  twankay,  the  putting  up  price  was  2s.  StL^ 
the  sale  price  Ss.  B^ffjd.  Of  hyson-skin,  the  putting  up  price 
2s.  6d.  the  sale  price  S«.  5X</.  Hyson,  the  putting  up  price  4f., 
the  sale  price  is.  9-f^d.  Were  these  prices  in  your  contempla- 
tion when  you  gave  your  answer  to  a  question  lately  put  ? — ^I 
believe  I  stated  in  my  former  answer,  that  the  calculation  had 
reference  to  the  sales  of  1829-30,  and  that  I  was  perfectly  aware 
that  in  most  of  the  earlier  years  there  had  been  much  greater 
profit. 

5076.  Could  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a  statement  of 
the  average  profit  for  the  whole  period  from  1814  to  the  present 
time  ? — Certainly,  if  the  Committee  wish  it. 

6077.  In  the  year  1827-8,  the  prime  cost  of  the  tea  is  stated 
aa  £1,981,419;  are  the  Committee  to  undersUnd  that  that  it 
the  prime  cost  of  the  tea  to  the  Company  ? — I  apprehend  that 
that  is  the  invoice  cost,  and  therefore  it  includes  freight  and 
charges  upon  the  outward  consignments. 

5078.  If  the  Company  sold  that  tea  so  as  to  produce  the 
exact  sum  of  £1,981,419,  they  would  be  neither  «iiners  nor 
losen  ?  —The  prime  cost  in  the  statement  ihowing  that  amouDt 
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does  not  include  interest  or  insurance.     It  is  only  in  the  upict 
prices  that  these  items  are  coin  prised  as  actual  charges, 

5079.  What  is  meant  by  giving  the  Committee  a  paper,  in 
which  this  18  stated  as  the  prime  cost,  if  it  does  not  include  every 
thing  ? — I  did  not  prepare  that  statement ;  but  I  have  no  doubt 
it  was  framed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  all  the  information  that  it 
was  supposed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  party  who  called  for  the 
accoynt  to  obtain. 

5080,  Does  it  include  every  thing  but  interest  ?~It  neither 
includes  interest  nor  insurance,  nor  freight  on  the  homeward 
consignment,  nor  charges  of  merchandize  in  England. 

508  L  If  the  Company  had  sold  their  teas  for  £1,981,41£>,  Uiey 
would  have  exactly  cleared  themselves,  without  eitlier  profit  or 
loss,  with  the  single  exception  of  interest  ? — The  freight  upon 
the  homeward  investment  is  not  included  in  that  account* 

5082.  It  appears  that  in  the  year  1828-9  the  actual  sale 
amount  was  £3,286,272 ;  must  not  the  difference  between  the 
one  sum  and  the  other  be  the  amount  of  the  promts  of  the  India 
Company  upon  that  adventure,  always  excepting  the  charge 
still  to  be  made  of  interest  ? — The  interest,  the  freight,  and  the 
ordinary  commercial  charges  at  home,  such  as  are  ejdiibited  in 
the  profit  and  loss  accounts* 

5083.  Will  you  look  at  the  account  of  profit  and  loss  upon  tlic 
trade  of  the  East-India  Company  for  the  last  ten  years  from 
China,  and  you  will  see  that  the  total  cost  of  the  teas  for  ten 
years  was  £25,681,320  ;  do  you  consider  that  to  be  a  fair 
statement  of  the  total  cost  of  the  teas  to  the  Company  ? — Pro- 
vided interest  and  insurance  be  added,  which  are  not  included  in 
the  profit  and  loss  accounts,  as  they  are  not  actual  outgoings* 

5084.  So  that,  if  the  Company  had  sold  their  teas  for  that 
precise  sum  of  £25,681,320,  they  would  have  exactly  cleared 
themselves,  with  the  exception  of  interest  and  insurance?^ 
Clearly. 

5085.  It  appears  by  the  same  account  that  tliey  did  actual^ 
sell  those  teas  for  the  amount  of  £35,960,064,  leaving  a  prant 
upon  that  transaction  of  £10,278,744  ? — Clearly. 

5086.  Is  not  that,  in  round  numbers,  a  profit  of  about  40 
per  cent.  ? — It  is. 

5087.  In  what  manner  do  you  reconcile  this  account  with  the 
statement  you  have  before  given  of  the  small  amount  of  profit 
said  to  be  derived  by  the  Company  ? — I  apprehend  the  charge 
of  interest  and  insurance  would  make  a  great  difference  ;  but  ujk 
doubtedly  one  of  the  principal  causes  is,  that  the  Company,  in 
common  with  other  traders,  have  suffered  a  great  dimioution  of 
profit-  Their  profits,  as  I  before  said,  were  much  lower  m 
1829-30  than  in  former  years. 
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5088*  Doesdie  first  column  of  prirae  cml  calculated  at  6#.8</,  U  Miy  li30* 
per  tale»  include  outward  freight  ? — ^It  does, 

5089.  You  have  stated,  in  answer  to  question  4297,  that  all 
the  Companys  consignments  and  remittances  to  China  are  made 
eotirely  with  a  view  to,  and  do  in  fact  terminate  in,  supplying 
the  treasury  al  Canton  with  funds  for  a  provision  of  tea ;  are  you 
aware  that  the  principal  ohject  of  British  merchants^  in  the 
opening  of  the  trade  with  India  in  1814  down  to  IB  18  incluslvet 
was  to  furnish  funds  to  purchase  Indian  produce  for  shipment  to 
Europe*  in  the  same  manner  that  it  is  now  the  ohject  of  the 
East -India  Company  to  furnish  funds  in  China  for  their  inveat- 
ments  of  tea ;  and  are  you  further  aware  that  since  1818  down 
to  the  present  time,  the  nature  of  that  trade  to  India  has  entirely 
changed,  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  demand  for  British 
manufacture  in  [ndia,  the  purchase  of  Indian  produce,  in  the 
place  of  being,  as  formerly,  an  object  desirable  as  profitable 
mveatmentf  being  now  become  a  means  of  remittance  ?^»The 
Company  have  the  most  convincing  evidence  of  the  increasing 
difficulty  of  finding  tlie  necessary  means  of  remittance  from 
Indiap  caused  in  great  measure  by  tlic  demand  of  returns  for 
exports  to  that  country, 

5090.  Was  it  not  from  1814  to  1818,  and  at  anterior  periods 
a  difficulty  of  an  opposite  description ;  namely,  a  difficuhy  of 
creating  funds  in  India  to  pay  for  the  articles  sent  out  ? — Not 
from  1814  to  1818,  so  far  as  the  Company  were  concerned. 
Their  difficulty  has  been  in  obtaining  remittances  for  the  funds 
belonging  to  them  in  India. 

5091.  Tlie  question  refers  to  private  merchants? — I  am  tiol 
acquainted  with  the  private  trade ;  I  know  that  bullion  used  to 
go  to  India  in  much  greater  quantity  than  it  does  now* 

5092.  Do  not  you  know  that  now  the  difficulty  is  to  find  the 
means  of  remittance  from  Indiat  whereas  before  the  opening  of 
the  trade,  and  for  the  first  few  years  after  that  opening,  with 
raference  to  the  private  merchant,  the  difficulty  was  to  find  the 
means  of  creating  a  fund  in  India  for  the  nayment  of  goods  to 
be  brought  from  that  country  to  this? — 1  know  that  the  diffi- 
culty now  is  the  finding  means  of  remittance  from  India  ;  but  I 
do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  say  what  difficulty  of  un  opposite 
kind  may  have  been  experienced  by  private  merchants. 

5093*  Do  you  not  then  think  that,  under  those  circumstances* 
if  the  monopoly  of  the  Company's  trade  to  China  were  discon- 
tinued, the  importation  of  tea  into  this  country  would  soon 
assume  the  same  character  as  the  importations  of  cotton,  foreign 
coffee,  saltpetre,  and  other  Indian  products  in  the  India  trade  ? 
— I  think  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  trade  with 
India  and  the  trade  with  China,  Whatever  success  may  have 
attended  the  endeavour  to  export  British  manufactures  to  India, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  same  result  would  attend  a 
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free  trade  to  China,  because  the  introduetion,  more  eztenitvtly 
than  at  present,  of  such  articles,  would  depend  upon  local  regu- 
lations. We  have  controlled  such  regulations  in  India,  and 
have  thereby  interfered  with  the  native  manu&ctures ;  but  we 
could  not  exercise  any  »ucli  control  in  China. 

5094.  In  point  of  fact,  have  not  the  Americans  already^  in 
their  trade  to  China,  in  a  great  degree  produced  such  a  state  of 
things;  namely,  a  large  importation  of  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  a  consequent  low  price  of  tea  ? — I  have  heard  that 
latterly  the  Americans  have  resorted  to  the  practice  of  export- 
ing British  manufactures  and  produce  to  China ;  but  1  have  only 
learned  that  fact  from  the  evidence  given  before  this  ComniiUee* 
It  had  been  my  impression  that  the  principal  exports  of  iht 
Americans  to  China  were  dollars ;  and  I  still  think  tliat,  upoQ 
the  whole,  dollars  have  to  them  proved  the  most  profitable 
mode  of  paying  for  their  teas. 

5095.  Supposing  the  Chinese  to  manifest  the  same  dispositioo 
to  consume  British  manufactures,  either  from  Uieir  cheapness 
or  their  superior  quality,  or  from  any  other  motive,  which  the 
natives  of  India  have  manifested  since  the  opening  oi'  the  trade 
to  India,  would  not  the  same  result  probably  arise  in  the  inter- 
change of  commodities  between  the  two  countries ;  namely,  a 
very  great  increase  of  the  export  trade  of  this  country,  and  i 
greater  demand  in  China  for  the  produce  of  that  country,  at* 
tended  with  die  lower  price  probably  of  the  article? — It  might 
have  such  an  effect ;  but  to  the  extent  that  it  had,  India  would 
suffer  by  an  abridgment  of  the  means  of  remittance  of  thai 
portion  of  the  Indian  revenues  which  is  expended  in  this  coimtry. 

5096.  Assuming  that  the  Chinese  will  consume  our  manu- 
factures* do  you  think  that  if  they  do  consume  them  tliey  would 
not  find  a  means  of  remittance  in  the  increased  supply  of  tea 
and  other  articles  from  China  ?— They  must  certainly  give 
something  in  return  for  whatever  tliey  took  from  us ;  but  tlitt 
something  would  not  augment  the  channel  of  remittance  from 
India;  besides  which,  how  would  the  dilFerence  of  excliange  k^^J 
made  up  to  the  Indian  coramunity  which  they  now  derive  ^^^^^^H 
the  profits  of  the  Company*8  trade,  ^^^ 

5097.  Supposing  the  same  supply  of  opium  and  other  com* 
modi  ties  to  go  from  India  to  Chma,  or  supposing  that  supply  to 
be  increased,  would  there  not  be  the  same  funds  created  as 
means  of  remittance  ?.— There  might  he  the  same  funds  created 
as  means  of  remittancct  but  they  would  not  be  applicable  lo 
the  same  object.  The  funds  that  are  now  created  as  a  means  of 
remittance  to  the  Company  form  the  source  from  which  they 
derive  tliat  profit  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  India  now  get  a 
benefit,  which  they  could  not  obtain  in  any  other  mode,  unless 
directly  from  the  jjeople  of  England. 

5096.  Do  you  mean  to  sute,  that  if  10,000,000  of  doi 
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were  raised  in  China  by  a  qimniity  of  optum  sent  from  Indift  to  U  May  lesd, 

China,  those    10.000,000   would  not  create  a  crcditt  out  of        

which  a  remittance  to  that  amount  might  be  made  to  thii         J^^^ 
c^otitry,  whether  by  private  trade  or  by  the  Company  ? — There 
can  be  no  doubt  oi  it ;  and  the  Company  already  avail   them- 
selves of  that  credit  for  the  purchase  of  two*thirdfi  of  their  teas. 

5099,  You  stated  in  your  former  evidence,  that  the  average 
period  that  the  Company's  tea  remains  in  their  warehouses  is 
twenty  months,  and  that  the  charge  of  interest  which  the  Com- 
pany makes  under  the  Commutation  Act  h  for  eighteen  months ; 
and  you  furtlier  stated  your  opinion  that  were  the  tea  to  remaia 
in  warehouse  for  a  shorter  period  than  eighteen  months  the  pro* 
vision  of  the  Commutation  Act*  in  sec.  5,  would  not  be  complied 
with :  are  you  not  of  opinion,  that  the  keeping  of  ^\q  or  six 
months'  stock  of  tea  in  the  Companv's  warehouses,  added  to 
the  quantities  ordered  and  not  arrjvea^  as  stated  in  the  statute^ 
would  have  been  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature ;  and  would  not  the  keeping  of  such  stock  have 
enabled  the  Company  to  supply  the  pubHc  with  a  cheaper  and 
fresher  supply  of  tea? — 1  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
Company  had  so  reduced  their  supply^  tlm  Act  would  have 
been  infringed.  I  have  read  the  Act  deliberately  since  yester- 
dajt  and  considered  it  welt ;  and  it  occurs  to  me,  that  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Legislature  meant  that  the  Company  should 
consider  as  on  hand  the  quantity  of  tea  ordered  but  not  in 
warehouse,  is  to  assume  that  the  Company  might  have  their 
warehouses  conipletcly  empty.  I  think  the  Legislature,  looking 
at  the  uncertainty  and  liability  to  interruption  which,  especially 
In  early  years,  was  felt  to  attach  to  the  China  trade,  must  have 
intended  to  guard  against  the  contingency  of  a  failure  of  supply. 
And  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  this  Committee,  whether 
supposing  that,  at  the  present  moment,  instead  of  the  subject 
of  discussion  now  before  them,  they  were  inquiring  into  an 
allegation  tliat  the  Company  had  infringed  the  law,  the  China 
trade  being  interrupted^  and  no  tea  being  m  the  warehouse,  the 
majority  of  men  would  hesitate  to  pronounce  an  opinion,  that, 
under  the  Act  in  question,  the  Company  were  bound  to  do  what 
they  have  done* 

5100,  Would  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  which  was 
tliat  there  should  always  be  twelve  months*  supply  beforehand, 
have  been  complied  witli,  by  having  always  six  months'  supply 
in  hand  over  and  above  the  supply  coming  in  ? — I  think  it  would 
not  The  Act  provides  a  minimum,  and  states  the  object  to  be 
that  of  having  a  stock  always  beforehand. 

5101,  Docs  ft  not  frequently  happen,  in  consequence  of  the 
present  system,  that  the  tea  is  sometimes  two  or  three  years  in 
England  before  it  is  sold  ? — J  think  not.  It  is  not  within  mv 
department ;  but  from  what  I  have  heard,  I  should  suppose  it 
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51  IK  Ought  not  then  the  upset  price  to  have  fallen  still  more  11  Mnj  I830i 

in  consequence  of  the  profit  bemg  so  much  reduced  as  it  has         

since  been  ? — ^The  upset  price  is  not  regulated  by  the  profit,  CMdvilt, 

5112,  Does  not  the  upset  price  now  include  the  lower  rate 
of  exchange,  and  the  import  charges?— It  does;  the  upset 
price  has  doubtless  been  anected  and  reduced  by  the  reduction 
tn  the  prices  at  which  the  Company  provide  their  outward  con* 
signments  to  China,  and  by  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  ex- 
change at  which  their  bills  have  been  negotiated* 

5113*  In  point  of  fac^  do  you  think  that  any  other  article  of 
merchandize  in  general  trade  can  be  pointed  out  in  which  tlie 
reduction  has  been  so  inconsiderable  as  in  tea  since  tlie  year 
1814  ? — I  really  am  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  merchandise 
in  general  to  be  able  to  speak  to  that* 

5114.  You  have  stated  that  the  sending  of  merchandise  from 
India  to  China  was  an  encouragement  to  the  trade  in  one  im- 
portant article  of  Indian  produce,  namely*  cotton ;  can  you 
0tate  what  has  been  the  loss  to  the  Company  on  the  average  of 
ten  yearst  ending  1827-8,  upon  this  branch  of  their  trade?— 
The  profit  and  toss  accounts  will  probably  shew  that,  tliough 
they  include  sandal*wood  as  well  as  cotton. 

5115.  Admitting  that  that  trade  is  carried  on  at  an  average 
annual  loss  to  the  Company^  do  not  you  consider  that  the  per> 
severing  in  a  trade  which  is  attended  by  a  yearly  loss  is  more 
likely,  by  deranging  the  necessary  relation  between  supply  and 
demand,  to  prove  a  discouragement  than  an  encouragement  to 
the  trade  in  any  article  of  merchandise  ?— As  a  general  prin* 
ciple,  that  may  be  correct. 

5116.  Do  you  think  it  is  so  in  this  particular  case  ? — In  that 
particular  case  the  result  is  arrived  at  after  adding  the  Com- 
pttoy's  freight* 

5117.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  tliat  in  whatever  degree  there 
might  exist  an  elfective  demand  for  cottons  in  the  Chinese 
m&rkety  that  demand  would  be  naturally  supplied  by  the  mer- 
chants of  India  ?^ — I  have  no  doubt  of  that. 

51 18.  Then  is  it  desirable  that  the  Company  should  waste 
their  funds  in  such  a  trade  ? — They  do  not  waste  their  funds, 
because  the  freight  upon  the  ships  must  be  incurred  at  any  rate ; 
ftnd  deducting  that  freight,  which,  but  for  being  put  upon  the 
cotton,  would  come  upon  the  tea,  the  Company,  by  their  cot- 
ton transactions,  realize  the  tale  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  would 

>  by  bills ;  and  therefore,  so  far  as  the  upset  price  of  tea  is  con* 
'  corned,  it  is  clear  that  the  Company's  consignments  of  cotton 
are  advantageous. 

5119.  Although  at  one  period  they  did  realize  a  lower  rate 
than  by  bills,  would  they  do  so  now? — The  last   two  or   three 
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ordinary  rate  for  insurance  at  tlie  present  moment  upon  a  Com- 
pany'd  ship  is  three  per  cenU  out  and  three  per  cent,  home,  tbil 

IS,  six  per  cent,  for  tlio  whole  voyage. 

51:10,  What  is  the  actual  loss  of  the  Company  by  sea-risk? — 
It  is  very  inconsiderable  indeed ;  I  believe  not  above  three* 
quarters  per  cent. 

5131.  So  that  the  difference  between  the  three-quarters  per 
cent,  and  the  three  per  cent,  you  consider  to  be  the  profit  to  them 
as  underwriters?^ — Certainly. 

5132.  Do  the  Company  always  insure  their  own  ahtps?-^ 
They  are  their  own  insurers  in  all  cases. 

6133,  You  have  staled  that  there  has  been  a  greater  fluctua- 
tion in  the  price  of  other  articlcii  of  merchandize  than  in  that  of 
tea  ;  do  you  give  that  answer  after  an  examination  of  the  facU 
of  the  case  ? — No,  it  is  from  what  I  have  heard. 

5134*.  Are  you  aware  of  the  average  price  of  pepper  during 
the  period  In  question?— I  have  no  information  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

5135.  Are  you  aware  that  a  part  of  the  fall  in  price  of 
those  articles  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  cansi< 
dered  as  a  consignment  from  a  foreign  country,  and  the  pro6c 
upon  the  whole  transaction^  including  freight,  falling  in  a  great 
measure  upon  the  outward  cargo  from  this  country  ? — I  am  not 
aware  of  that  being  the  case ;  but  it  certainly  wou!d  not  do  far 
the  Company,  if  they  are  to  meet  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
them,  to  import  their  teas  without  reahziDg  any  profit  upon 
ihem. 

5136.  In  answer  to  a  question  upon  the  subject  of  the  export 
of  British  manufactures  from  this  country  to  China,  you  made  a 
distinction  between  the  quantity  and  value  of  those  manuf^c* 
tures ;  and  you  stated  that,  although  the  value  of  the  Company's 
exports  of  that  description  had  decreased,  the  quantitiea  had  not 
decreased ;  does  it  not  appear,  by  this  account^  tliat  there  has 
been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  quantities  —  [^A  printed  Ac- 
count being  shewn  to  the  witness']  ?^-Tliis  account  is  made  up 
only  to  1827-8.  In  that  year  there  was  a  decrease  in  woollens 
and  an  increase  in  metals. 

5137.  Is  not  the  amount  of  the  metals  and  other  articles  WT 
inconsiderable,  compared  with  that  of  the  woollens? — It  is. 

51.38.  Do  the  Company  charge  dirce  per  cent,  on  the  expoft 
of  bullion  ? — No  ;  they  do  not. 

5139.  Are  you  not  aware  that  bills  on  the  Court  of  DiTecion 
and  the  Government  of  India,  have  for  several  years  been  in 
great  request  at  Canton  ?  —  I  dare  say  they  have.  I  hai-e  no 
doubt  that  individuals  in  India  would  be  very  glad  to  avail  then* 
selves  of  that  mode  of  remittance,  if  the  treasury  were  r^uJarly 
open  for  cash  in  exchange  for  bills. 
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3140.  In  fact,  if  there  be  such  demana  for  bills  at  Canton,  lIM^yl^ao 
is  it  not  probable  that  tJiere  would  be  less  difficulty  than  you 
appeared  to  apprehend  in  providing  so  large  a  sum  as  two  mil- 
lions sterling? — I  think  two  millions  sterling  is  a  large  sum  to 
provide  ;  and  I  have  seen  nothing  in  the  documents  received 
from  China  which  induces  me  to  think  tlutt  the  supercargoes 
suppose  that  they  coutd  negotiate  biiJs  to  that  extent  annually ; 
at  the  same  time,  if  tlie  treasury  were  regularly  open,  no  doubt 
a  large  sum  would  seek  remittance  to  England  in  that  mode, 
but  that  would  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  Company's 
system  as  prescribed  by  law, 

61il*  In  point  of  fact,  with  the  increased  demand  on  tlie 
part  of  the  Cora  pa  ny.  and  with  the  greatly  increased  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans  and  other  foreigners  trading  to 
China,  nas  not  the  exchange  been  regularly  falling  from  5#.  G(L 
to  S#*  1  id*  the  dollar  ?^3i.  I  id*  is  a  rate  I  have  seen  quoted 
in  the  Canton  Register ;  but  I  have  seen  against  it  *'  No 
bills/^ 

6142,  Has  not  it  been  affected  by  the  price  of  wlver  in  Eu- 
rope ? — That  has  affected  it,  no  doubt, 

5143.  Do  not  the  words  "  no  bills  '*  mean  that  at  the  price  of 
r9if.ll£^.  or  4^,  there  are  no   bills  offered? — I   think   it  really 

means' tliat  there  arc  no  persons  ready  to  grant  the  bills. 

5144.  Then  the  fact  is  that  at  Canton,  at  the  dale  of  tlils 
price-current,  you  might  have  the  dollar  for  3j,  l\d»\f  you  were 
disposed  to  give  a  credit  upon  London  by  a  bill  drawn  upon 
London?— To  some  extent ;  but  the  low  rate  c|uoted  may  have 
been  caused  by  no  bills  being  obtainable.  Had  bills  been  oBVr- 
ed,  the  rate  might  and  probably  would  have  risen. 

5145.  Then  the  exchange  has  fallen  from  5*.  Bd.  to  3.**  1  Ir/. 
notwithstanding  an  increased  export  of  productions  of  China? 
—It  has  materially  fallen. 

5146.  And  this  fund  might  have  been  created  witliout  pro- 
ducing any  of  those  eiects  which  you  apprehended  would  arise 
from  a   demand    for   two  millions  sterling  ? — My  apprehension 

to  a  demand  in   China  for   two  millions  sterling  was,  that 
^be    Company,  compelled  as  they  are  by  law    to    secure  the 
L public  from  failure  in  the  supply  of  tea,  could   not  with  safety 
^trust  to  that  mode  only  for  ohtiiining  their  funds  in  China  ;  and 
nothing  that  I  have  heard  has   tended  to  remove  that  appre- 
hension. 

5147.  Are  you  aware  that  in  eleven  years,  from  1817-18  to 
[1827-8,  the  value  of  Indiiui  opium  sold  at  Canton  alone,  without 

including  other  quanlitits  de[>osited  in  the  other  parts  of  China, 
has  increased  (Voui  2,951 4 ****  Spanish  dollars  in  the  first  of  those 
years  to  11,243,4%  in  the  last  of  those  years?— I  know  that 
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there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  price  which  opium  ^ 
retdied  in  Canton;  but  I  have  understood  that  that  price  hm 
greatly  fallen,  and  that  by  the  last  accounts  it  was  stiJl  de- 
creasing. 

5148.  Are  you  also  aware  that  the  exports  of  Chinese  mer- 
chandizc  have  been  far  from  keeping  pace  with  this  extraordinarj 
increase  of  exportation  of  opium  ?^ — I  am  aware  that  there  hoB 
been  a  remittance  of  bullion  from  China  to  India  every  year  to 
pay  the  baiance. 

5149.  Does  not  the  large  remittance  of  bullion  from  China  to 
India  to  pay  the  balance  explain  the  temporary  falling  off  in  the 
supply  of  opium  from  India  to  China  ;  and  does  not  it,  m  fact« 
show  that  the  state  of  the  trade  now  from  China  with  other  parU 
of  the  worid  is  one  in  which  they  want  the  means  of  remittance, 
in  order  to  pay  for  the  great  quantity  of  opiura  and  other  articles 
that  they  consume  ? — It  would  appear  that  the  Chineae  cannot 
make  returns  in  merchandize  for  all  that  they  take* 

5150.  Then  the  result  is,  that  in  proportitm  to  the  consign- 
mcnis  made  of  opium  and  many  of  those  other  article?,  there 
will  be  greatly  extended  facilities  given  to  the  Company,  or  any 
other  parties  trading  with  China,  for  making  remittances  to  India, 
and  from  India  to  Europe  ? — ^To  India,  certainly  ;  and  the  Con^ 
pany  avail  themselves  of  that  resource  to  the  extent  of  two- 
thirds  of  what  they  want. 

5151.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  if  the  Chinese  could  find 
increased  means  of  remittance,  they  would  consume  a  further 
quantity  of  opium  and  other  goods  from  India  and  this  coonlry  ? 
— No  doubt ;  but  with  respect  to  the  opium  trade,  considei^le 
uncertainty  attaches  to  that,  on  account  of  the  rigour  that 
every  now  and  then  bursts  out  on  the  part  o£  the  govemnicnt  to 
check  that  contraband  trade. 

5152.  When  you  see  the  consumption  of  one  article  i 
ing,  in  the  short  space  of  ten  years,  five-fold,  is  it  not  a  sti 
presumption  that  that  increase  is  likely  to  be  still  more  ex      _ 

ed,  if  it  be  not  interfered  with  by  some  over-ruling  autlioritj  ? 

It  may  in  that  period  have  reached  its  maximum. 

5153.  Can  you  slate  the  amount  of  dollars  and  silver  that  wu 
remitted  to  Bengal  in  the  year  1 828?-*  Such  an  account  has 
been  prepared,  but  I  have  not  got  it. 

5154.  In  point  of  fact,  did  it  exceed  5^000,000  of  dollars  ?» 
I  am  not  aware* 

5155.  Have  you  seen  the  price-current  in  the  Canton  Rcfrister 
of  the  26th  of  February  1828  ?— I  have  not. 

5156.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  price-current  it  is  stated* 
that  the  export  from  Canton  to  India  for  the  season  1827-8 
amounts  in  bullion  to  5,607,979  Spanish  dollars  >—l  ara  not 
aware  of  tliat  fact,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it 
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5157.  And  that,  besiiles,  the  Company's  Factory  drew  bills  on  11  lfa|  IfUW. 
the  gavemment  of  India  Ui  the   extent  of  1,700,000  Spanish 
dollars  ?  ^  Very  probably  itmt  was  the  case. 

5158.  Have  you  seen  the  Chinese  price-current  of  the  4th  of 
February  1828  ?— No. 

5159.  Then  you  are  not  aware  that  it  states  that  the  exporta 
of  bull  ion  this  season  have  been  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  that 
m  consequence  of  the  low  rates  of  exchange  many  had  been  in- 
duced to  make  their  returns  to  India  and  Europe  in  metals, 
iron,  lead,  and  steel,  to  the  extent  to  which  they  were  procur- 
able ?— I  certainly  was  not  aware  that  there  was  such  proof  of 
the  difiiculty  of  eficcting  returns  from  China  to  Europe. 

5160.  Does  not  this  fact  show  that  there  is  a  very  gnsl 
change  in  the  trade  with  China ;  nametyi  that  apporently  the 
Chinese  are  embarrassed  to  find  remittances  in  payment  of  the 
1    des  which   they  consume  from   India  and  from  Europe  ? — 

111  would  undoubtedly  show  great  difficulty  in  making  returns. 

5161.  Especially^  too,  if  fhev  have  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  goods  importccf  from    Europe   to  market  as  a 

cans  of  payment  ?^ — Clearly.      I  ct^rtainly   was   not    before 
ware  that  goods  imported  into  China  from  Europe  had  been 
-exported. 

5162.  Does  not  the   difficulty  of  remittance  from  China  to 
idia  equally  apply  to  oilier  parts  of  the  world ;  because,  if  the 

remittance  be  made  through  India,  it  would  equally  extend  to 
Hther  parts  of  the  world  ? — It  would. 

5163.  Would  not  the  cheaper  price  of  tea^  inducing  a  great 
_  crease  of  consumption  in  this  country^  afford  the  Chinese  the 
ftcility  for  a  greater  remittance  than  they  now  have  ?— It  would 
undoubtedly  give  them  a  greater  remittance. 

5164.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  instead  of  30^000,000  we 
consume  60^000^000  of  tea,  would  not  the  Chinese  have  the 
tneans  of  paying  for  a  greatly  increased  quantity  of  European 

idi^e,  or  of  the  produce  of  India  |,  whichever  suited  their 
|a»t»  to  consume  ? — Undoubtedly  ;  but  if  the  larger  quantity  of 
lea  were  sold  to  the  consumers  only  for  the  same  sum  that  is 
»oir  given  for  the  smaller  quantity,  there  would  be  no  more 
than  there  now  is  to  expend  in  British  manufactures. 

5165.  If  there  is  double  the  quantity  of  tea  sold,  will  not 
that  give  them  a  double  power  of  consumption  ? — llie  more  the 
Chinese  can  give,  the  more  they  can  take  in  return. 

5166.  The  Committee  called  for  a  return  of  any  accounts  or 
estimates  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  under  the  Commutation  Act,  showing  the  sales  made, 
the  quantities  put  up  lo  sale,  and  the  prices  and  other  particti^ 
lars  referrc^d  to  in  that  Act,  for  the  last  five  years  ;  the  anavir 
to  that  requisition  has  btfen,  tliat  no  such  accounts  have  been 
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11  May  1830.  i^ent  to  the  Treasury ;  are  you  of  opinion,  lookmg  at  the     

section  of  the  Commutalion  Act,  that  it  does  not  require  such 
accounts?— That  clause  has  always  been  construed  to  mem 
that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  were  to  have  these  accounts 
when  they  required  them, 

5167.  Is  that  Uie  construction  that  the  words  imply?— I 
think  it  was  at  least  as  obligatory  upon  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  call  for  the  accounts  as  upon  the  Court  to  furnish 
ihem. 

5168.  The  words  are,  •*  That  the  said  United  Company  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  lay  before  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the  accounts 
estimates  upon  which  such  orders  for  importation,  or  prices 
sales,  or  quantities  put  up  to  sale»  shall  be  grounded,  wheni 
such  orders  shall  be  sent  out,  or  as  ollen  as  they  shall  be  called 
upon  for  the  same  by  the  said  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  the  L«onis 
of  the  Treasury  J'  Is  not  the  natural  construction  of  these  words, 
that  those  accounts  are  to  be  regularly  sent  whenever  those 
transactions  take  place  ? — That  would  have  been  my  construc- 
tion, if  the  word  had  been  and  instead  of  or^  but  tliere  is  an 
option  given.  The  last  clause  would  not  have  been  necessary  if 
the  Brst  had  been  imperative. 

5169.  Does  the  East-India  Company,  insuring  itself,  pay  any 
duty  to  the  stamp^lfice  for  their  insurances  ? — None  at  all.  The 
Company  do  not  insure* 

5170.  You  stated  yesterday,  that  ff  the  trade  to  China  were 
thrown  open,  and  the  Company  continued  to  carry  it  on  in  com- 
petition with  the  privflte  trade,  you  thought,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages they  possessed  in  starting,  they  might  continue  that 
competition  :  have  the  Company,  with  all  the  advantages  they 
possessed  at  the  opening  t!je  trade  with  India  in  1814,  bcco 
able  to  sustain  their  competition  with  the  private  traders  ?— 
With  respect  to  that,  I  stated  yesterday  the  Company's  Inde 
from  India  since  1814-15  had  realized  to  them  a  better  remit- 
tance than  the  bills  of  private  merchants ;  and  I  would  now 
state  that  the  Company  have  been  and  are  compelled  to  make 
the  trade  of  India  a  trade  of  remittance.  They  must  bring  fbc 
rupee  home  from  the  government  of  India,  and  get  what  they 
can  for  it;  I  cannot  therefore  look  upon  the  Indian  trade  as  one 
til  at  the  Company  can  conduct  upon  mere  mercantile  prind- 
pies  ;  besides  which,  in  judging  of  the  results  of  the  CofiipaDy*s 
Indian  trade,  the  Committee  will  not  fail  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  accounts  include  the  loss  by  the  Board's  rates  of 
exchange. 

5171.  Have  they  made  a  profit  independently  of  that  arbi- 
trary  valuation  of  the  rupee  ?— I  tliink  that  upon  the  average^ 
since  1B14'I5,  if  the  accounts  were  made  up  at  the  mercantile 
rates^  it  would  appear  that  the  Company  had  made  a  profit  upon 
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the  Indian  trade.   In  some  of  the  earlier  years  they  made  a  veiy  U  Mty  1850, 
large  profit.    The  account  upon  the  CotDiijitlee*s  table  embraces 
only  ten  years;  if  they  wit!  call  for  an  account  for  the  whole 
l>eriod  since  1814-15,  I  think  they  will  perceive  a  much  more 
favourable  result. 

5172*  Supposing  the  exclusive  trade  with  China  were  taken 
Iway  from  the  East4ndia  Company,  but  that  they  still  continued 
carry  on  that  trade  as  a  Company,  and  supposing  that  by  cor- 
ding on  that  trade  it  were  considerably  more  divided^lhan  it  has 
een,  would  not  the  increased  competition  in  the  China  market 
jive  an  opportunity  to  the  Chinese  to  raise  the  general  prices  of 
aeir  tea  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  do  so  ;   and  I  think 
hat  an  opinion  to  that  effect  has  been  given  in  evidence  before 
i  Committee  by  persons  who  are  conversant  with  the  Chinese 
ter  and  the  Canton  market. 

5173.  Supposing  the  Indian  products  were  considerably  im* 
roved  in  quahty,  and  produced  in  a  larger  quantity  in  India, 
rould  not  that  tend  greatly  to  obviate  the  dilBculties  which  you 
aow  find  in  obtaining  remittances  from  the  East  ? — If  you  can 

Ifind  a  market  for  them»  a  profitable  extension  of  ex|>orts  from 
adia  is,  in  my  humble  judgment,  an  object  tlie  attainment  of 
rhich  is  most  desirable* 

5174.  Would  not  cotton    constitute  a  considerable   portion 
>f  these  remittances  under  the  circumstances  supposed  ? — It 

[might. 

5175.  Would  not  there  a  market  be  found  for  that  cotton  ?^- 
[The  cotton  of  India  comes  into  competition  with  Egyptian  cotton, 
[and  other  cottons  which,  although  as  cheap  in  tlieir  production^ 

re  probably  superior  to  it  in  many  respects. 

5176.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  staple  of  the  cotton  might  be 
tconsiderahly  improved,  so  as  to  make  it  equal  to  other  cottons  ? 
\*^1  think  it  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  every  practical 
LitiBprovement  should  be  effected. 

5177.  Has  not  the  Court  of  Directors  taken  special  pains 
Lin  directing  the  attention  of  the  government  to  that  subject? — 

-Tl^ey  have. 


Jovu^  ia°  die  Maij  ISSa. 
ROBERT  EICKARDS,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

5178*  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  state-  13  Miy  1830. 


jnents  delivered  in  to  this  Committee  hy  Mr*  Melvitl,  and  his 
observations  on  the  statements  laid  by  you  before  this  Commit* 
tee? — I  have  examined  them,  as  far  as  trie  leisure  I  could  devote 
to  it  would  admit. 

5179.  Will  you  turn  to  question  4350  of  Mr.  MelvilFs  evi- 
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13  Mfty  lit*iu.  daooey  wbich  relates  principolljr  to  the  prioei  of  tes,  ukl  tlat# 

1-^  what  obaenratloM  you  have  to  make  upon  hts  answer  re^pectkig 

^*»"''*    the  price  being  charged  too  low  by  you  ? — Mr.  Melvi)l»  in  bif 
^*  mmarktf  upon  my  statemeDt,  leemt  to  think  that  I  have  taken 

the  price  of  tea  in  China  at  too  low  a  rate.  He  aay«t  **  Mr,  Rick- 
ards  computes  the  prime  cost  of  t^a  in  tbe  coin  of  China  Tiry 
far  below  what  is  taken  either  by  Mr.  Bates  or  Mr*  Thomkiy, 
H  and  so  far  betow  what  is  actually  paid  by  the  Company,   that  I 

^m  cannot  imagine  that  tlie  Company  could  have  obtained  teas  at 

H  the  prices  computed  by  Mr.  Kickards  witliout  a  deU'  in 

^K  quality/'     The  prices  included  in  the  statement  I  ii.  ta 

^m  the  Committee  in  my  answer  ^454^,  p.  429,  to  sliow  aii  wtiil 

H  rate  a  private  merchant  could  import  tea  into  this  country  at  i 

H  profit^  are  the  prices,  I  presume,  to  which  Mr.  Melvill  aJlndli. 

^V  Those  prices  may  be  lower  than  the  Company's,  but  thay  aft 

^B  the  prices  at  which  private  merclmnts  and  individuals  aro  con- 

V  stanelv  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  their  teas  in  China*  and  evoi 

^p  at  a  lower  rate.    It  h  very  certain  that  whenever  the  Compaa; 

^B  go  into  the  market  to  purchase  any  commodity,  prices  rise  ; 

H  this  appears   in  the    present  instance   to   be  the  case,  as 

China  price-currents  will  show  ;  for  in  every  year,  from 
month  of  October  to  the  month  of  January,  the  period  oftlie 
Company*s  ships  being  in  China,,  prices  are  at  the  highest ;  aiVer 
that  they  falL  I  have  a  price-current  which  states,  in  the  montb 
I  of  May  1829,  the  price  ofcongo  tea  (the  chief  article  of  import) 

to  be  from  18  to  20  tales  perpecuL  Private  merchants  profess 
Co  be  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  equally  good  tea  at  18  tales  per 
pecul  with  that  of  the  Company,  which  is  charged  at  26  fates 
per  pecul.  I  have  taken  it  in  my  statement  at  the  medium  be- 
tween 18  and  26,  namely,  22  tales  per  pecul^  deeming  it  a  fait 
rate  for  such  a  statement  as  that  which  I  submitted  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee in  my  answer  3454a^  p.  429,  and  which  I  take  to  be  tht 
statement  here  referred  to. 

5180.  You  are  speaking  of  corresponding  qualities  of  coune? 
—I  am  speaking  of  a  corresponding  quaUty,  because  I  l»?c 
repeatedly  heard  of  tea  which  has  been  purchased  in  China 
at  18  tales  per  pecul  selling  here  at  the  same  rate,  and  somi* 
times  higher  than  the  Company's  tea  of  the  same  denominatkia* 

618L  Have  you  heard  or  arc  you  able  to  assign  any  reasoo 
why  private  merchants  should  be  abte  to  purchase  ttieir  tea  on 
better  terms  than  the  Company  do  ?—  Private  merchants  will 
always  make  better  bargains  than  the  Coropany^s  agents  can; 
and>  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  tlieir  purchases  are  gene* 
rally  made  at  the  rate  I  now  mentioned  :  i  believe  tbe  Ameri- 
cans do  the  same.  In  what  is  called  the  season,  that  is,  iram 
October  to  January^  when  the  Company  are  in  the  market,  Boi 
when  their  ships  are  loading  for  Europe,  the  teas  are,  as  before 
observed,  quoted  invariably  in  the  Canton  price-currents  at  much 
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higher  prices  than  they  are  the  rest  of  the  year ;  congo,  for  13  May  1630. 
exumple,  is  generally  quoted  at  26  tales  per  pecul,  and  im- 
mediately atler  the  season  closes  it  faJb  to  from  IB  to  20,  and 
ao  continues  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  After  the  season 
closes,  the  tea  is  commonty  denominated  old  tea*  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  tea  purchased  during  the  season,  which  is 
called  new  lea ;  but  the  old  tea  is,  generaJly  gpeaking,  fully  as 
good  as  what  is  denominated  new  tea,  or  as  that  eK]x>sed  at  the 
C^ompany^s  sales;  and  for  this  simple  reason,  viz,  that  although 
it  might  be  somewliat  older  tea  in  China  than  the  Company *s 
when  purchased,  yet  when  it  comes  to  this  country  in  the  privi- 
l^e  of  the  commanders  and  ofBcers  of  the  Company *s  ships,  it 
is  sold  immediately  on  arrival,  whereas  the  Company *s  tea  is 
kept,  according  to  Mr.  MelvilFs  statement,  upon  an  average  of 
twenty  months  in  warehouse  before  sale ;  therefore  the  Com- 
pany's tea,  when  sold,  must  be  fully  as  old,  or  perhaps  oldcr^ 
than  what  is  called  old  tea  purchased  by  the  Company  s  ofBcers 
in  China. 

5182.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  during  the 
large  purchases  made  by  the  Company  in  the  few  months  oC  die 
year  the  prices  are  raised  by  that  demand  ? — Tlie  price-currents 
of  China  invariably  show  a  ri^  at  that  period. 

5183.  Are  you  able,  from  ajiy  of  the  documents  on  the  table 
of  the  Committee,  to  state  tlie  relative  sale  prices  in  England  of 
the  private  trade  tea,  and  of  the  tea  sold  by  the  Company,  tak- 
ing the  congo  as  an  example  ?<— According  to  the  Account 
No- 15,  in  Paper  6  of  the  fiapers  delivered  in  to  the  Comraiiiee 
io  1830,  it  appears  that  the  price  of  tlie  Company*s  congo  tea 
at  the  June  sale  of  1823  was  2s.  7  ^^d,^  the  pnvate  trade  tea  in 
the   same   sale  sold   for  3.T.8^+^(i,;  in  the  congo  tea  there  is  a 

I  difference  throughout  the  whole  of  those  sates,  from  the  cursory 
iTiew  I  now  take  of  it,  rather,  1  should  think,  in  favour  of  the 
[private  trade,  though  I  do  not  perceive  any  instance  of  so  great 
I  a  difference  as  in  thiif  June  sale. 

51 8i.  You   are  aware   that    the  Company  purchase  a  large 
in  of  their  tea  by  contract  made  with  tlie  tea  merchants 
I  previous  to  the  season  ?— Yes. 

5185.  Have  the  officers  of  the  Company's  ships  any  other 
Iviesm  of  purchasing  than  going  into  the  public  market  the  same 

I  foreigners?— No  other  tliat  I  am  aware  of. 

5186.  Tlierefore  none  of  the  private  trade  tea  can  be  contract 
I  lea  ? — I  am  not  aware  how  private  traders  make  their  bargains 
Inn  all  occasions.  Some  of  the  purchases  made  by  private  rndi* 
iTiduals  are,  as  I  understand,  taken  from  the  Hong,  and  some 
[from  the  outside  merchants,  I  do  not  myself  know  of  any  con- 
tracts entered  into  by  individuals  similar  to  those  of  the   East- 

I  India  Company. 

5187.  And  althougli  the  lea  belonging  to  the  oliicer^  uf  the 
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Company's  ships  is  nat  contract  tea,  yel  by  the  Bale  prices  \ 
have  stated  it  seJb  in  Ei^gland  at  a  higher  price  than  the  ~' 
pany'stea?^ — So  it  appeats  on  some  oceasioDS,  at  least  bj  tlm 
statement. 

6188.  Are  you  able,  froni  any  communication  with  offioen 
tvho  have  been  at  Canton,  to  state  whether  the  prices  they  pay 
f(^r  their  tea  are  higher  or  lower  generally  than  those  cjuoted  ia 
the  price-currents,  or  utated  by  the  Company  to  be  their  aveq 
price? — ^Tbey  are  almost  i**variably,  I  beUeve,  lower  thaal 
prices  quoted  in  the  Canton  price -currents  between  the  monll 
of  October  and  January  in  eacl)  year* 

5189.  Will  you  look  at  some  of  the  other  year$,  and  lee  whe- 
ther the  private  trade  tea  selU  at  prices  above  or  Mow  the 
Company's  sale  prices?  — In  the  June  sole  of  18*^4  U>e  Com- 
pany fl  Congo  sold  at  2s*  B^/,  a  pound,  and  the  private  trade  i^ 
at  2j.  !€k/.  In  182^  the  Company's  congo  sold  at  2s*  ^-f%d*%  and 
Ihe  private  trade  tea  at  ^i.S^'^d.  In  June  IB^  the  Compinyi 
Congo  is  quoted  at  2s.  ^^d,  and  2s»  ^^^dn  and  the  printe 
trade  tea  at  2s*  l-j%d. 

5190.  Will  you  stale  the  result  in  December  182G? — Iniht 
December  sales  1826  the  Company's  congo  Is  quoted  at  2s.  ^tL^« 
and  2s.  ^-^d,y  and  tl)c  private  trade  tea  at  2s,  S^£^« 

519  L  Are  you  able,  by  looking  at  those  accounts  of  sales  of 
tea  in  this  country,  both  Company's  and  private  trade  tea,  to  lay 
whether,  on  an  average,  the  private  trade  tea  sells  at  an  inferior 
price  to  that  of  the  Company  ? — I  have  not  made  any  calcula- 
tion founded  upon  this  account,  as  to  ihe  average  price  of  the 
tea  sold  by  the  Company  and  tliat  sold  by  private  individuals; 
but,  on  a  cursory  view  of  this  docmnent,  it  appears  to  me  that 
what  I  before  stated,  in  answer  to  the  questions  that  have  been 
put  to  me  on  this  subject,  is  confirmed,  and  that  Ihe  private 
trade  tea,  upon  the  average,  sells  at  as  fair  a  price  as  the  Cooi- 
pan^r's  tea  in  this  market)  and  in  some  instances  it  has  beta 
ibund  to  sell  higher. 

5192.  Do  you  mean  relat ive)y  to  its  quality  ?^ — I  have  giwn 
my  reasons  for  presuming  that  the  quality  of  the  privale  trade 
tea  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Company, 

5193.  Are  the  Conimittee  then  to  conclude  thai  the  evil 
given  by  you  at  your  firsi  examination,  as  to  tlie  prices  of  I 
is  fully  borne  out  by  tbese  documents  before  the  Cos 
and  by  the  information  from  private  merchants,  and  ia  i 
neous,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Melvills  evidence  ? — It  is  fully  1 
out  by  the  documents  which  I  have  reterred  to^  mctuding 
Canton  price^currentSt  as  fax  as  regards  the  prices  I  have  ia- 
serted  in  the  Statement  delivered  in  in  answer  to  question  S434a* 
and  contained  in  piige  4-29  of  the  Evidence. 

5194t«  When  you  state  that  the  private  trade  tea  i&  sold  at  I 
same  rates  upoa  the  aveca^e  us  tbt^  Coiupany's  tea,  do  yoii  i 
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to  abide  by  what  you  first  laid*  that  it  was  sold  at  a  higher  U  Mmjt  t^30, 
rate;  because  you  set  out  by  referring  to  a  particuliir  year,  in 
which  you  showed  a  great  di»crt>paiicyf  wliich  ilitcrepaney  doeii 
not  exiftt  upon  ihe  whole  average  ot  yeart? — I  referred,  in  the 
,  first  ia&tanco,  to  the  June  »ale  of  1823^  because  it  was  the  Brst 
ilutno  in  this  account  which  I  wt«  directed  to  examine  And 
[)te.  In  cursorily  looking  over  the  retnaming  «afeft»  which  are 
^ry  numerous  in  this  paper,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  aver«^ 
rice  of  the  private  trade  tea  was  upon  the  whole  at  high»  and 
^metjmes  higher  than  the  Company *s  ;  a9»  for  example,  m  18^7^ 
the  June  ^ale,  the  Company's  congo  sold  at  2s*  S-^^d,  and 
.  I^'^jrf,,  while  the  private  trade  teu  sold  at  2**  ^gd.  There 
certainly  variations  In  the  different  sales  contained  in  this 
DUDt ;  but  on  the  whole  I  do  not  see  fkny  tiling  that  mate* 
tly  affects  the  evidence  I  have  given  on  the  subject  of  prices* 

5195.  Do  you  ttiink  upon  the  average  ihey  sell  tor  nearly  the 
!  ? — li  appears  by  thii$  doctiment  that  they  do. 

5196.  You  have  slated  that  the  sales  at  tlje  India-House,  m 
neral,  have  produced  as  good  a  price  of  tljc  tea  belonging  to 

rivate  trade  as  that  belonging  to  the  Company  ;  will  you  be  so 
r>od  as  to  state  to  the  Committee  whether  the  tea  purchased  by 
leers  belonging  to  the  Conipany  in  China,  and  sold  at  tha 
-House,  is  the  same  miahty  of  tea  wliich  is  bought  by 
eign  traders  in  China?  — I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  the 
quality  of  the  tea  sold  at  the  India- House  is,  having  never 
itaroined  it,  it  not  being  m  my  way  to  deal  in  tea  in  any  respect ; 
It  I  have  given  reasons  in  the  former  part  of  my  examination 
E»r  presuming  tliat  tlie  tea  purcliased  in  China,  and  m\d  by  the 
^ompany^s  officers  in  this  country,  is  of  an  equal  quality  with 
"bat  put  up  at  the  Company's  sales  on  their  own  account. 

5197.  Is  it  purchased  in  China  at  rates  very  much  the  same 
those  given  by  foreign  traders  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the 

Lmericans  purchase  their  teas  at,     I  can  only  judge  from  the 
"ir  course  of  the  price-current*  which  I  have  quoted  ;  and 
ccordingty  infer,   that  if  Britinh  private   traders  can  purchase 
i  at  IH  to  20  tales  per  pecul,  Americans  may  do  tlie  same« 

5198.  Is  not  then  tlie  inference  from  your  answer^  tliat  tlie 
as  sold  at  the  India  House  of  the  private  trade  must  be  equal 
I  the  teas  purchased  by  the  India  Company  ?  — I  presume  that 

bey  arc  ec|ua!,  for  the  reasons  I  have  already  given- 

5199.  Can   you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  the  teas 

based  in  C?hina  by  Americans  and  other  traders  are  of  the 
ae  quality  as  those  purchased  by  the  officers  of  the  Cora- 
any? — I  have  no  precise  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  the  tea 
LirchaM;d  by  Americans  ;  but  I  have  always  had  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  American  teas  purchased  in  Cldna  were  of  aft 
good  quality  as  diose  commonly  sold  in  this  country. 
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5200.  Then  if  the  fact  were  that  the  teas  purchajed  by  the 
Americans  ai^d  others  in  China  were  of  an  inferior  qualitj, 
would  the  statement  which  you  have  made  to  the  Committee 
of  the  prices  which  have  been  obtained  at  the  India- House  for 
the  teas  of  the  private  trade  be  any  regulation  to  the  Committee 
in  forming  their  opinion  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  the  teas  sold  io 
America  are  inferior  to  those  sold  in  this  country ;  for  I  have 
generally  underttood  from  persons  who  have  visited  America» 
tJiat  they  have  drunk  better  tea  in  America  than  they  have  doo« 
in  this  country. 

5201.  If  the  price  which  the  private  trade  tea  bears  in  Eag* 
land,  as  compared  with  the  price  of  the  Company's  tea,  ts  any 
criterion  of  the  comparative  quality  of  the  private  trade  tefl» 
would  not  also  the  price  of  the  tea  bought  in  China  by  the  pri- 
vate trade,  compared  with  the  tea  bought  by  foreigners  in 
China*  also  lead  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  comparative  quality 
of  those  teas? — I  have  no  precise  knowledge  of  Americaa 
prices,  compared  with  the  tiiiatity  of  their  teas.  I  only  know 
that  during  the  season,  which  extends  from  October  to  January 
in  each  year,  the  tea  is  invariably  higher  from  20  to  30  per 
cent,  than  during  any  other  period  of  the  year ;  and  therefore 
the  teas  of  the  same  quality,  congo,  for  example,  that  costj, 
during  the  season,  26  tales  per  pecut,  will  sell  for  16  and  20  tides 
per  pecul  after  the  season  is  closed,  l{,  therefore,  one  mer- 
chant can  get  it  at  this  rate,  I  presume  another  can  do  the 
same. 

5202.  Is  not  that  tea  which  is  bought  in  the  private  trade  in 
China,  and  which  sells  id  ihis  country  at  a  price  in  many  tn- 
stances  higher  than  the  tea  of  the  Company,  very  often  tea 
which  passes  under  the  denomination  of  old  tea  ? — Yes  it  ts. 

5203.  Do  not  the  persons  entitled  to  the  private  trade  pur- 
chase their  teas  in  China  at  the  reduced  price  which  ensues 
after  the  Company's  purchases  ? — I  have  understood  that  tbey 
purchase  some  portion  of  it,  whilst  some  purchase  the  whole 
at  the  reduced  price. 

5204.  May  it  not  be  presumed  that  much  of  the  private  trade 
tea  is  of  that  description  ?— I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
greater  part  of  it  is  old  tea. 

5205*  Do  you  conceive  that  the  captains  of  tlie  Company's 
ships  buy  generally  what  is  called  the  old  tea  or  not  ?—¥€«» 
they  do,  very  often. 

5206*  Is  it  not  probable,  as  the  ships  sail  in  December,  that 
the  captains  of  the  Company's  ships  buy  their  tea  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Company  does  ? — That  does  not  always  follow; 
because  the  captains  and  officers  of  tlie  Company*8  sliips  may 
have  correspondents  in  China ;  agents  whom  they  can  autho- 
rize to  purchase  teas  for  them  when  the  tea  is  at  tlie  cJieapest 
rate. 
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6207.  If  a  foreigner  at  Canton  purchases  a  quantity  of  tea   13  May  1830* 
at  the  same  rate  as  a  person  in  the  privileged  trade^  does  not 
the  presmiiption  arise  that  the  qualities  of  those  two  portions  of 
tea  are  equal  ? — Clearly. 

5208.  If  a  person  in  the  privileged  trade  sells  the  tea  which 
it  so  bought  at  a  price  eqyal  to  the  price  which  the  Compaiiy 
gets  for  its  tea,  is  not  it  also  a  presumption  that  the  tea  which 
that  privileged  person  selli  k  of  as  gooa  a  quality  as  tliat  of  the 
Company?— Clearly ;  it  may  be  so  presumed. 

5209.  Does  not  that  lead  to  the  inference^  that  the  tea 
bought  by  the  foreigner  in  Canton  is  of  as  good  a  quality  as  the 
lea  sold  by  the  Company  in  England? — I  have  always  under- 
stood that  the  American  tea  is  of  equal  quality,  and  somctimef 
superior. 

5210.  Is  not  that  estimate  of  the  qualities  of  the  different 
teas  an  inference  drawn  from  the  prices  whicli  they  respectively 
fetch  at  the  Company's  sales?  — It  is  certainly  a  fair  inference. 

5211*  You  have  stated  that  old  tea  is  sold  cheaper  than  tlie 
Dew  tea  in  the  Canton  market ;  by  tlie  old  tea  is  it  meant  tea 
Ihat  has  been  kept  for  a  year,  or  only  tea  that  Ims  been  kept 
over  the  period  of  the  winter  sales  ? — Only  the  tea  that  has 
been  kept  over  the  period  of  the  winter  sales.  When  the  sea- 
son closes,  the  tea  is  invariably  called  old  Ce%  and  sold  as  such| 
though  only  a  month  older  tlian  the  other, 

5212.  Have  you  ever  been  in  China  ?— Yes. 

5213.  From  what  source  do  you  obtain  your  information  as 
to  the  price  at  which  the  privileged  tea  is  bought  ?^^ From 
various  officers  and  pursers  whom  I  have  spoken  to  upon  the 
subject  in  the  city,  and  who  have  invariably  given  me  tlic  same 
information  which  I  now  submit  to  the  Committee. 

5214.  Have  you  not  had  tlie  sale  of  some  tea? — Yes;  some 
of  the  last  season  passed  through  our  hands. 

5215.  Do  the  officers  in  the  private  trade  invariably  make 
their  investments  in  tea  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  Company? 
— They  have  the  means  of  corresponding  witli  agents  in  China, 
and  have  therefore  the  means  of  making  their  purchases  pre** 
vious  to  their  arrival^  or  before  the  season  commences* 

5216.  Then  the  officers  of  the  Company  pursue  the  same 
custom  tliat  the  Company  do  themselves,  of  making  contracts 
for  the  teas  previous  to  their  being  shipped  ?— They  enter  into 
engagements  witli  the  private  merchants  in  Canton  ;  but  as  to 
making  regular  contracts,  I  do  not  understand  tliat  they  pursue 
the  sajne  course  in  that  respect  that  the  Company  does. 

5217.  If  they  make  engagements,  would  not  those  engage- 
ments fix  the  price  ? — Of  course  they  will. 

5218.  Wliat  effect  could  the  purchases  of  the  officers  of  the 
Cflftiptny  have  upon  the  market  of  China  afler  the  teas  which 
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they  have  engaged  for  are  ftimished  to  theiu  ? — The  effect  pro- 
duced 00  the  China  market  by  the  purchases  of  tea  will  of  coume 
be  limited  by  tlie  extent  of  those  operations, 

5219.  In  answer  to  question  43^9,  Mr.  Melvili  has  ctated, 
that  on  exatniaing  the  calculations  that  have  been  given  in  by 
you,  Mr.  Bates,  and  Mr.  Thomley,  he  finds  "  that  one  lalltcy 
Attends  most  of  them,  taking  the  valuation  of  the  tale  accor- 
ding to  tlie  rate  of  exchange  at  the  period  of  unusual  depret- 
sioii  ;*'  will  you  state  how  fur  that  objection  taken  by  IVf  r.  Mel* 
viM  applies  as  to  your  statements  ?--Con5ning  myself  again  to 
the  statement  included  in  my  answer  3454^,  p.  429,  1  have 
taken  the  value  of  the  tale  at  ^s*  6d*  and  the  value  of  the  dglUr 
at  4f.;  now  when  the  dollar  is  at  is»  the  sterling  value  of  tlie 
tale  will  be  found  by  a  simple  rule  to  be  what  I  have  stated, 
5s,  ^d*  and  a  small  fraction.  It  is  the  rate  which  I  have  adopted 
in  this  statement,  because  I  know  that  dollars  can  be  procured 
in  China  at  that  exchange.  1  have  myself  placed  many  thoa- 
sand  pounds  sterling  in  China  at  a  lower  rate  per  dollar  tliaD  4f.; 
and  1  know  that  private  bills  have  been  received  in  this  coun- 
try drawn  at  the  rate  of  3^.  10  /.  and  Ss.  1  Id.  per  Spanish  dollar 
at  six  months'  sight ;  1  therefore  maintain  tliat  I  am  perfiectly 
correct  in  respect  to  tl^e  prices  which  I  have  adopted  in  this 
statement,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  rate  of  exchange-  I  het 
leave  to  add,  in  regard  to  the  other  statements  which  I  deliverea 
in,  that  they  have  no  rt^ference  whatever  to  the  rates  of  exchange, 
as  I  before  stated  in  my  first  examination  upon  this  subject,  I 
took  out  of  official  documents  the  cost  in  pounds  st4n'Lif]gt  which 
I  found  Uiere  stated  as  the  prime  cost  o{  the  tea ;  and  I  coa* 
sidered  that  to  be  the  actual  cost  to  the  East-India  Compaayf 
without  any  reference  to  the  rate  of  exchange  bctwetsn  Caka  aod 
sterling  money. 

5220.  Was  the  exchange  of  3^.  lOd.  to  which  yoa  have 
alluded,  established  by  direct  draft  from  Canton  upou  Engliiiidi 
— hy  direct  draft. 

5221.  Would  you  rdy  upon  sucli  an  exchange  for  tbe  wliali 
purchase  of  tea,  if  the  quantity  was  as  large  as  that  wtiich  the 
Company  requires? — It  would  depend  upon  the  interooufs^ 
between  China  and  tliia  country  ;  if  the  intercourae  were  ex- 
tend ed,  and  there  was  a  great  number  of  billa  in  the  mai:ki;t| 
the  exchange  would  of  course  rise. 

52^2,  By  a  statement  laid  before  this  Committee  from  the 
East-India  House,  it  appeal's  that,  in  the  year  1827-8^  the  rate 
of  exchange  per  dollar  was  4s.  lid  for  six  months,  the  suai 
drawn  for  appearing  to  be  £16,129;  can  you  state  what  has 
been  tbe  rate  of  exchange  by  bills  from  private  merdiants  in  that 
year  ? — ^I  cannot  precisely,  without  a  reference  to  documenta 
which  I  have  not  at  hand.  As  nearly  as  I  can  now  recoDect* 
the  private  bills  before  referred  W  were  dated  the  latter  end  of 
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the  year  1888L    They  were  drawn  on  a  merchant  in  the  city  at  13  **«y  l*^*** 
Ss*lOii,  OT  SiAld.  at  the  otmo^t.     This  too  is  the  prevailing 
rate  of  exchange  now  quoted  in  China,  and  has  been  for  some 
years  past*  I  believe. 

5293,  It  appears  also  by  the  same  account  that,  in  tlie  year 
B28-9,  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  dollar  was  4^.  2d,y  and  that 
5,791  IS  the  total  amount  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Select  Com- 
sittee  at  Canton  on  England  ;  does  the  observation  you  made 
speeting  the  rate  of  exchange  by  private  bills  apply  to  that 
ear? — It  applies  to  the  bills  i  have  before  mentioned,  which 
re  drawn  at  Ss.  lOd.  orSs,  lid*  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
'  1828 ;  but  it  is  within  my  knowledge  also,  that  from  the 
WifRcuky  of  procuring  bills  in  China,  private  merchants  have 
mm i teed  funds  through  the  way  of  America ;  and  though  by  this 
~rcuitous  route,  and  consequently  from  the  longer  time  billa 
to  run,  merchants  have  been  able  to  obtain  rather  a  better 
itcbange,  yet  those  bills  even  have  only  realised  iu  this  country 
|iil}out  4f* 

5224*  Then  is  the  opinion  you  gave  before  the  Committee  as 
IfD  the  rate  of  exchange  unaltered,  notwithstanding  the  statement 
lliiade  in  the  evidence  of  Mr,  MelvilJ  ? — Quite  so,  as  regards 
iprivate  transactions^ 

5225.  Have  you  made  any  inquiries,  in  the  mean  trme,  of 
pother  persons  connected  and  acquuinted  with  the  trade  to 
I  China,  upon  that  subject  ? — ^I  am  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
[conversing  with  people  in  the  city  of  London  upon  the  subject 
Idf  China  and  the  China  trade,  and   I  hiive  never  derived  any 

er   information   from    experienced    perscms  on   that  subject 
P^^llwrrpt  that  which  I  now  give  to  the  Committee. 

5226.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether,  in  the  two  years 
1827-8  and  1828-9,  bills  were  in  considerable  demand  at  Canton  ? 
— Bills  are  always  in  great  demand  at  Canton.  They  must  be 
Ifi  great  demand,  from  the  existing  course  of  trade ;  and  the 

[  reason  of  their  being  at  so  low  an  exchange  is>  because  there 
rs  so  few  bills  to  meet  the  demand. 

5227.  Is  that  difference  as  to  the  exchange  between  you  and 

Mr-  Melvill  confined  to  the  period  of  1828-9,  or  doet  your  view 

of  it  spread  over  the  whole  period  of  the  last  fourteen  yeara  ?— 

[I  cannot  speak  to  ttie  whole  period  of  the  lost  fourteen  years 

[  from  recollection,  and  have  no  documents  at  hand  to  refer  to ; 

I  but  this  rate  of  exchange  would  naturally  prevail  as  long  aa  the 

demand  for  bilb  should  so  far  have  exceeded  the  supply. 

5228.  In  your  answer  to  question  No.  S454a,  in  page  429,  in 
[  computing  the  price  paid  by  the  Company  for  tea  at  an  average 

|>rice  for  the  whole  period  of  the  present  charter,  you  compute 
the  value  of  the  dollar  at  k.,  wherefts  il  i»  in  evidence  that  the 
io.  eM;lia<ig€  ha&t  duriug  tlie  gtcater  pari  of  Una  |H!riud| 
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i  M.iy  laao.  been  much  higher  ;  do  you  conuder  that^  in  order  la  make  an 
average  comparison,  the  prices  of  the  tea  and  the  rates  of  ex* 
change  should  have  reference  to  the  same  period  ? — I  hate 
taken  the  average  price  in  that  statement  of  the  Company  t 
teas  at  2^»  9d*  -92  per  pound,  from  the  official  document  referred 
to  in  my  answer,  and  now  upon  the  table  of  this  Committee; 
but  this  is  the  sale  price  in  England.  With  regard  to  the  rate 
at  which  dollars  may  be  procured  in  China  by  private  traders  I 
speak  I  it  is  true,  of  the  present  time,  but  the  rate  at  whidi 
dollars  can  be  procured  lias  reference  to  the  cost  price  in  China. 
All,  therefore,  that  I  mean  lo  maintain  in  that  statement  ik 
that  the  tea  may  be  procured  at  the  prices  which  X  have  given, 
tTiJzr*  so  many  tales  per  pecul. 

5229*  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  rate  of  exchange  and  tlie 
price  of  tea  should  be  compared  in  the  same  year,  and  that  if 
the  exchange  is  averaged,  so  ought  the  price  of  tea  to  be  ? — For 
the  "second*'  head  of  comparison  contained  in  my  statement,  I 
know  no  fairer  way  of  making  the  comparison  than  that  which  1 
have  adopted,  viz,  by  taking  what  the  Company  have  themselves 
declared  to  be  the  average  sale  price  of  the  tea  for  the  whole 
period  of  the  charter,  or  2s,  9d,  *92,  and  to  compare  tlie  result 
with  that  of  the  price  at  which  I  beheve  it  can  be  sold  in  this 
country,  viz*  1^.6^.;  an  J  having  in  the  "first"  head  of  com- 
parison taken  the  sale  price  of  1828-9  to  compare  with  that 
included  in  my  statement  (the  average  price  of  the  Company  in 
that  year  being  only  2^.  S^i,  '97),  they  have  therefore  the 
advantage  of  the  difference  between  2*.  Sd,  '97  and  2s,  9rf.  '92 
m  the  *^  Erst  '*  comparison. 

5230.  Do  not  you  cooBtder  that  if  the  average  of  the  period 
be  taken  with  reference  to  the  exchange^  for  the  purpose  of 
computing  the  upset  price  of  the  article,  the  average  of  the 
price  should  also  he  taken  for  the  same  period  ? — I  have  taken 
the  price  in  my  Statement  at  which  tea  can  now  be  purchaset^ 
that  iSt  in  the  year  1828-9,  and  compared  the  resufring  sale  pi "" 
in  this  country,  "  first/'  with  the  average  price  of  the  Com[ 
tea  in  1828-9,  or  2^,3^.  -97;  and  **  secondly,"  with  the  avi 
sale  price  of  fifteen  years,  or  2s.  9d,  *92,  Had  I  taken 
average  price  of  many  single  years  previous  to  1828>9 
compare  with  the  sale  price  of  my  Statement,  it  might  justly 
have  been  objected  to ;  the  result  or  comparison  given  in  the 
Statement  would)  in  that  case,  be  more  unfavourable  to  the 
Company  ;  but  I  do  not  exactly  comprehend  what  connection  ii 
supposed  to  exist  between  the  rates  of  exchange  in  China  and 
the  sale  price  of  tea  in  tltis  country, 

5231*  Do  you  consider  the  rate  at  which  bills  may  be  ncgo- 
ciated  at  Canton  a  fair  test  of  the  rate  at  which  the  Company 
could  purchase  their  teas,  to  the  amount  of  £2»UOO,000  a  vcar? 
— Tha  rat^  of  exchange,   in  such  a  case,  would  depend  opoo 
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existing  circumstances.     It  may  be  impossible  for  any  body  to  13  Mny  l«W« 
say  what  would  be  the  precise  rate  of  exchange  between  Canton         ^T-^j, 
and  England,  if  private  individuals  wero  admitted  into  that    ^'  ^^f^^' 
market,    with     the    privilege    of    purchasing    30,000,000   or         ^' 
40,000,000  of  lbs.  of  tea  every  year,  but  in  all  probability  it 
would  be  nearer  the  real  par  than  at  present. 

5232.  Supposing  the  Company  at  present  were  pleased  to 
pay  for  their  tea  m  bills  of  exchange  in  London,  do  you  think 
diey  could  negotiate  them  at  3^.  lie/.? — I  do  not  Uiink  thalt 
they  could. 

5233.  Supposing  England  were  supplied  with  tea  by  the 
private  trade  instead  of  being  supplied  exclusively  by  the 
Company,  do  not  vou  contemplate  a  very  considerable  change 
in  the  commercial  mtercourse  between  England  and  China  ?— 
A  very  considerable  change. 

5234.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  that  change  would,  in  all 
probability,  tend  to  create  a  considerably  larger  demand  for 
bills  upon  England  than  exists  at  the  present  moment  ? — Cer- 
tainly ;  but  a  considerably  greater  supply  of  bills  also. 

5235.  What  has  been  the  efibct  of  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  trade  between  England  and  India?— It  has 
liad  the  effect  of  altering  the  exchange  most  materially.  When' 
that  trade  was  closed,  or  almost  closed,  to  private  individuals 
between  England  and  India,  I  can  remember  the  exchange, 
Calcutta  on  London,  at  2s.  7(/.,  25.  Sd^  and  2s,  9d,  the  sicca 
rupee ;  it  it  now  at  U.  I  Id.  or  from  that  to  2^. 

5236.  Has  not  the  rate  of  exchange  fallen  considerably  in 
China  in  latter  years ?«» Yes;  to  tlic  disadvantage  of  that 
cx)untry« 

5237.  Has  not  that  fall,  in  a  great  measure,  arisen  from  the 
increased  intercourse  which  has  taken  place  between  India  and 
China,  and  between  Europe,  America,  and  China  ? — I  think  it 
has  chiefly  arisen  from  the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  procuring 
remittances  through  the  way  of  China.  In  proportion  as  the 
bills  are  few  compared  with  the  demand  for  them,  the  India 
and  China  merchants  must,  of  course,  pay  a  higher  price  for 
such  as  are  in  tlie  market. 

5238.  Has  not  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  bills  by  remittance 
on  England  arisen  from  the  want  of  the  power  in  Englishmen  to 
send  home  g^ds  from  China  to  England  ? — Certainly. 

5239.  Would  not,  therefore,  an  increased  intercourse  by  a 
free  trade  of  imports  and  exports  very  materially  alter  the  state 
of  exchange ;  and  would  not  the  balance  in  favour  or  against 
depend  on  the  amount  of  exports  as  compared  with  the  im- 
ports ? — This  would  clearly  operate  as  one  cause. 

5240.  Would  not  the  rate  of  exchange  depend  upon  the 
balance  of  payrocnu  ? — Exactly. 

5  A 
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6241.  Would  not  the  amount  of  bOls  pitKnirable  depeQ4 
upon  the  extent  of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  tw^ 
countries  ?  — Clearly, 

5242.  You  haTe  spoken  of  the  variation  of  exchange  with 
India  since  the  opening  of  the  trade ;  had  not  the  currency  of 
this  country  been  changed  ?— It  has. 

5243«  Since  the  restoration  of  the  metallic  currency,  hate 
not  the  cxcli an ges  become  much  more  in  favour  of  this  country 
than  they  were  before  generally  tlirough  tlie  world  ? — Ko  doubt 
the  exchange  will  always  depend  in  one  respect  upon  the  value 
of  the  currencies  in  which  bills  are  drawn  and  paid ;  but  tbe 
effect  alluded  to  in  the  question  is,  I  apprehend^  the  reverse  of 
that  anticipated  from  the  opening  of  the  Chba  trade* 

5244*  In  answer  to  question  4360,  Mr.  Melville  states,  thit 
on  examining  your  statement,  he  finds  that  you  have  fallen  into 
the  same  error  as  Mr*  Thornleyt  by  taking  the  rate  of  e\  ' 
in  one  year  and  the  prices  in  another? — I  think  Mr- 
must  have  misunderstood  my  statement  in  this  respect ;  lot  in 
the  estimates  I  have  given  of  tlie  Company's  trade  1  did  not 
refer  to  any  rate  of  exchange  whatever ;  I  merely  took  the  luni 
of  the  prime  cost  of  the  tea  in  pounds  sterling,  as  given  in  the 
official  document  I  tlieu  quoted,  without  any  reference  to  this 
ratei  of  exchange. 

5245*  Are  you  aware  in  what  way  his  observation  can  apply 
to  the  statement  on  which  he  has  observed  ? — It  cannot  apply 
to  the  statement  included  in  my  answer  B454<i,  p*  429;  and  if 
he  refers  to  the  statement  I  have  given  in  respecting  the  Com- 
jmny^s  trade,  he  must  have  misconceived  me,  inasmuch  as  I 
did  not  in  that  statement,  as  before  observed^  refer  to  any  rale 
of  exchange. 

5246*  Does  not  it  refer  to  the  statement  you  made  when  yon 
calculated  what  the  tea  could  be  bought  for? — It  may  refer  lo 
that  statement, 

5247.  Is  it  the  fact  that  you  have  taken  the  rate  of  exchange 
in  one  year  and  the  prices  m  another?— If  reference  be  had  to 
the  statement  included  in  my  answer  3454ii,  p.  429,  the  remark 
will  be  found  not  to  apply ;  but  if  the  other  statement  be 
alluded  to,  it  will  be  found  that,  in  this  respect,  I  have  oaly 
followed  the  course  of  the  official  documents  before  the  public^ 
in  which,  where  a  comparison  ts  drawn  between  the  priooe  eoit 
of  tea  and  the  sale  amount,  the  prime  cost  of  one  year  it  taken 
and  the  sale  amount  of  the  following* 

5248.  Tfjen  are  the  Committee  to  tmderstand  that  in  all 
those  statements  the  rate  of  exchange  has  nothing  to  do  with 
your  calculation  ? — With  the  statement  relative  to  the  Com- 
pany's trade  it  certainly  has  not.  If  I  am  allowed,  I  would 
make  one  more  remark  upon  this  statement  in  answer  to  qi 
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timi  3464tf»  p,  420,  w herein  Mr.  Melvill  objects  to  my  mloptlng  13  M«y  I8S0. 
in  this  and  the  other  Btatements  five  per  cent,  as  the  rate  of  ^  Z~T.^ 
wastage.  In  the  Btatement  included  in  niv  answer  31^4^^  p<41^i 
I  have  admitted  the  lo$&  in  weight  and  allowance  to  buyers* 
commonly  called  draft,  to  be  equal  to  five  per  cent* ;  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  explain  to  the  Comtnittee  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  have  formed  that  calculation.  The  Conipauy  are  in  the  habit 
of  granting  a  certain  privilege  to  their  comnianders  and  officera 
jllpon  their  ships  for  the  puq>08e  of  bringing  Itonic  tea  to  this 
>antry,  and  they  allow  them,  as  I  understand,  to  fiJl  this  pri- 
legcd  tonnage  with  tea  at  the  rate  of  9  cwt.  to  the  ton* 
le  commanders  and  ofHcers*  in  availing  themselves  of  this 
privilege,  put  on  board  for  each  ton  7  peculs  93  catties,  or  8 
|»ecu]s  of  tea.  Now  9  cwL  are  only  equal  to  1,008  pounds, 
7  peculs  and  93  catties  weight  are  equal  to  1,068 
or  0ve  per  cent,  more  than  the  regulated  allowance* 
hat  five  per  center  thereforei  is  what  they  consider  to  be  the 
ount  of  wastage  on  the  passage  home ;  and  it  is  not  likely* 
less  that  was  the  common  and  average  rate  of  wastage,  that 
ey  would  adopt  it  as  the  rule  of  filling  their  own  tonnage  ; 
icause  if  tliey  are  found  upon  their  arrival  in  England  to  have 
'xceeded  the  amount  of  their  privilege,  (that  iti,  to  have  put 
ore  tea  on  board  than  they  are  allowed  by  the  regulation  of 
East-India  Company,)  tliey  are  made  to  pay,  as  I  under* 
iC60  per  ton  fur  every  portion  of  the  excess.  We  have, 
bre,  every  reason  to  conclude  tliat  they  adopt  this  five 
'  cent,  for  wastage,  on  the  ground  of  its  having  been  proved, 
their  own  experience,  to  he  the  amount  of  loss  on  the  pus- 
e  home.  On  rcaUi^  old  tea  the  wastage  is  less,  and  may  be 
timated  at  two  and  a  half  to  three  per  cent  There  is,  bestdes, 
other  allowance  in  this  country,  but  generally  included  under 
e  term  wastage,  and  that  is  an  allowance  to  buyers  of  OBO 
und  uf>on  every  chest  that  is  sohh  Now  a  chest  of  black  tea 
IS  seventy-two  pounds,  a  clvest  of  green  tea  about  sixty  pounds. 
This  allowance,  therefore,  is  of  itself  upwards  of  one  and  one- 
"  Ird  per  cent* ;  and  when  Mr.  Melvill  and  Mr*  Lloyd  assert 
1  the  wastage  and  the  allowance  for  draft  together  only 
ount  to  two  per  cent*  (the  wastage  on  the  passage  home 
ing  in  this  case  little  more  than  one-half  per  cent.,)  it  appears 
nie  quite  incredible^  and  altogetiier  inconsistent  with  tlie  ex- 
riencc  and  usage  of  private  traders.  By  inserting  five  per 
nt,  for  wastage  and  draft  together  in  my  statement  343iii> 
p*  429,  I  shall  therefore  he  found  to  have  taken  it  against  myself 
if  I  have  rated  it  at  too  much ;  hut  I  think,  from  what  I  have 
ixplained  regarding  the  practice  of  the  Company's  officers,  five 
r  cent-  cannot  be  considered  as  too  much  for  the  imilcd 
allowance.  At  all  events,  in  the  future  stuttments  I  mean  to 
deliver  in,  I  have  adopted  four  per  cent,  as  suflicicnt  to  cover 
the  wastage  u|K>n  the  passage  home,  and  allowance  for  dra{\  in 
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Ulby  I83t«  thb^XNtDtiy;  and  this  I  tdoe  to  be  li  mbdemie  aUowaaMb  » 
rrr  ,     qpplicdiletobc^deicriptioDsoftea. 

jLAfehiv^  ^^^^  j^  ^  ^^1^^^  dMaoo  of  the  atstement  you  hete 
Diode,  coiitrastiii^  the  price  ot  whidi  the  ConponV  nmily  lea. 
to  this  country  with'the  price  at  which  kcoidd  bo  nmudied  faj 
the  prbote  merchant,  you  have  taken  the  aTorage  price  of  tea 
during  the  charter,  as  add  by  the  Company,  to  be  8f.  9dL;  and 
you  luiTO  taken  the  priee  at  which  it  oonkl  be  finrniahed  by  die 
nifato  trader  at  1«.'M;  would  it  not  have  bedi  fidr,  at  m 
ftming  that  calculation  of  U.  6dl  you  hanre  founded  H  upon  tfce 
latea  St  exchange  at  Canton,  to  have  cimaidered  what  thine 
latet  of  exchange  have  been  during  the  whole  duration  of  tlie 
iSharter? — It  d^  not  appear  to  me  that  the  rates  of  exchange 
in  China  have  any  thii^  to  do  with  the  prices  at  which  teas  csn 
be  sold  in  England  in  steriing  mon^.  If  the  private  merdisiil 
can  sell  his  tea  with  a  pro6t  a|  1«.  4(L  per  )K>und,  I  think  it  &ir 
to  compare  it,  as  I  have  done,  with  the  sale  prices  of  the 
Company. 

5250.  In  answer  to  question  S454a,  p.  429,  you  have  stated, 
that  **  in  the  above  calculations  the  Sfnuiish  dollar  is  taken  at 
4i.;  the  rate  of  exchange  at  Canton  was  even  lower  last  season, 
as  many  bills  were  drawn  at  Ss.  lOd.  and  Ss,  I  le^.  per  Spanisli 
dollar  at  six  months*  sight***  Now  if  the  Spanish  dollar,  instead 
of  being  at  4^.,  had  been  at  4^.  6</.,  would  it  not  have  affected 
the  result  at  which  you  have  arrived,  so  as  to  make  the  cost  at 
which  tea  could  be  supplied  by  the  private  trader  in  this 
country  above  Is.  6d,  ? — It  would  not  It  would  only  affect 
the  result  as  to  profit.  If  the  dollar  cost  the  purchaser  of  the 
tea  45.  Gd.  instead  of  4;.,  that  would  be  an  advance  on  the 

grime  cost  of  eleven  per  cent. ;  in  that  case  the  tea  might  still 
e  sold  at  Is,  6d,  the  pound  in  this  country,  and  be  supposed 
to  leave  a  net  profit  to  the  importer  of  seven  per  cent.  But  I 
would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  if  the  trade  were  thrown  open, 
as  I  propose,  it  is  not  probable  tlie  exchange  would  rise  to 
4j.  6d.  It  is  more  likely  to  vibrate  within  limits  nearer  to  the 
real  par. 

5251.  When  you  state  that  tea  could  be  supplied  at  Is.  6(/., 
and  that  the  exchange  is  no  relative  part  of  its  cost,  upon  what 
principle  do  you  regulate  the  upset  price  ? — A  private  trader  in 
disposing  of  his  goods  has  no  upset  price  like  that  ado|)ted  at 
the  Company's  sales.  In  the  statement  of  3454a,  p.  429,  the 
average  cost  of  the  tea  being  regulated  by  a  rate  of  exchange  of 
4f.  per  dollar,  it  appears  from  the  result  of  that  statement  that 
the  teas  might  be  sold  in  this  country  at  Is,  6U,  a  pound,  and 
then  leave  a  profit  of  18  per  cent,  to  the  importer.  If  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  tea  in  China  was  obliged  to  pay  higher  for  his  tea 
there,  that  is,  to  purchase  his  dollar  at  a  higher  rate  of  ex- 
change than  is.,  the  only  effect  it  would  have  upon  this  state- 
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Bent  18,  as  before  observed,  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  13  May  1830. 

R*  JUckanUm 
'  6252.  Is  not  jour  calculation  made  upon  the  lowest  rate  of         jg^, 

Mrofit  at  which  a  priTate  merchant  would  carry  on  such  a  trans- 
action ? — By  no  means.  The  private  merchant  would  be  well 
ntisfied  with  a  net  profit  of  10  per  cent.,  whereas  upon  the 
jroonds  of  this  statement  he  gets  18. 

5253.  Upon  what  grounds  do  you  calculate  that  the  private 
trader  would  be  entitled  to  charge  the  public  18  per  cent, 
profit?— I  only  say  that  if  he  got  1*.  6d,  tor  his  tea,  upon  the 
ptrands  of  this  calculation,  he  would  get  18  per  cent,  as  the 
result  of  the  adventure ;  but  it  is  protmbic  that  so  high  a  rate  of 
[nofit  would  soon  come  to  be  reduced  by  public  competition, 
nd  then  the  private  merchant  would  not  be  indisposed,  I  prc- 
iiimc,  to  take  less. 

5254.  Must  not  the  cost  of  the  tea  be  influenced  by  the 
rate  of  exchange  ? — I  admit  that  it  is ;  that  is,  the  prime  cost. 

'  5255.  You  have  given  two  statements,  one  of  which  is  a 
calculation  of  what  the  profit  will  be  on  one  year's  actual 
transactions,  and  ilic  other  is  a  calculation  of  what  the  profit 
would  be  on  the  average  of  a  given  period  ;  you  have  assumed 
that  the  sale  price  of  the  Company's  tea  would  be  2s,  ^Jd.  for  the 
whole  period,  and  you  have  assumed  that  the  price  of  the 
merchant  would  l>c  the  same ;  do  you  suppose  that  merchants 
GOuld  have  procured  assets  to  buy  tea  during  the  whole  period 
at  the  same  rame  rate  which  you  assume  ? — It  is  impossible  to 
say  at  what  rate  merchants  could  have  procured  the  dollar  in 
China  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  if  the  trade  with  China 
had  been  perfectly  free ;  neither  do  I  think  there  are  any  docu- 
ments in  this  country  which  would  establish  that  fact.  In  the 
event  of  a  ])erlcctly  free  trade,  it  is  probable  the  exchange 
would  not  vary  much  from  the  real  par ;  and  I  therefore  repeat, 
that  if,  during  any  portion  of  the  period,  the  dollar  should  have 
cost  the  private  merchant  more  than  4.9.  the  eflbct  would  have 
been  to  raise  the  prime  co<it  of  the  tea  in  China,  and  to  diminish, 
pro  tantot  the  result  of  the  concern. 

5256.  If  the  dollar  had  been  5^.  6r/ ,  would  not  it  have  taken 
away  the  profit  altogether? — No  doubt  it  would;  but  that  is  a 
late  not  to  be  contemplated.  I  will  venture  to  predi(!t,  that  if 
the  trade  is  thrown  open  between  this  country  and  China,  the 
dollar  never  will  rise  to  5^.  (jil. 

5257.  lias  it  not  done  so  in  past  years  .^— Yes  ;  and  so  had 
the  sicca  rupee  rivsen  to  2s.Qd.  under  the  influence  of  the 
Company's  monopoly  ;  but  I  maintain,  upon  the  same  grounds, 
that  the  sicca  rupee  in  India  can  never  again  rise  to  2s.  dd,,  so 
neither  can  the  dollar  ribc  to  bs,  0^/.,  if  the  trade  be  thrown 
open. 
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5258.  You  have  stated  that  m  estimating  the  coit  of  the  1 
you  have  had  no  reference  to  the  rate  of  exchange  ? — i  hife 
stated  that*  in  regard  to  the  sale  price,  I  have  had  no  reference 
to  the  rate  of  exchange,  but  not  with  regard  to  tiie  cost,  I 
have  said  that  a  rise  in  the  cost  price  will  only  diminish,  pro 
taniOf  the  ultimate  profit. 

5259.  Will  you  turn  to  the  answer  to  questioD  4375  in  Mr. 
Melviirs  Evidence,  in  which  he  says,  **  I  am  prepared  now  to 
prove  that  Mr.  Rickarda's  statements  involve  errors  and 
omissions  which,  when  corrected,  leave  a  credit  to  the  amount 
of  £956,361,"  and  so  on^  stating  the  amount  of  several  yean; 
liave  you  examined  those  statements,  and  what  obsenratioas 
have  you  to  make  to  the  Committee  on  the  corrections  given  in 
by  ^Ir.  Melvill  to  those  statements,  beginning  with  the  first 
for  the  year  1820-21? — I  have  examined  those  statements;  and 
1  would  beg  leave  to  obsene,  upon  the  statements  which  I 
delivered  on  former  examinations  to  this  Committee,  tliat  they 
arc  founded  upon  my  interpretation  of  the  57tJi  clause  of  the 
Act  of  53  Geo*  III.  c.  155,  tlie  words  of  which  it  may  be 
convenient  liere  to  quote:  '*  That  for  and  during  the  continuance 
of  the  possession  and  government  of  the  said  territorial  acquisi- 
tions and  revenues  in  the  said  United  Company,  the  net  proceeds 
of  their  sales  of  goods  at  home,  with  the  duties  and  allowances 
arising  by  private  trade,  and  alJ  the  commercial  profits  and  other 
receipts  of  the  said  Company  in  Great  Britain,  shall  be  applied 
and  disposed  of  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  first  in  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  brils  of  exchange  already  accepted  and 
liereafter  to  be  accepted  by  the  sard  Ciirapany,  as  the  same  shall 
become  due  ;  secondly,  in  providing  for  the  current  payment  of 
other  debts  (the  principal  of  the  bond  debt  in  England  always 
excepted)  as  well  as  interest,  and  the  commercial  outgoings, 
charges  and  expenses  of  the  said  Company  ;  thirdly,  in  payment 
of  a  dividend,  ailer  tlie  rate  of  £10  per  centum  per  annum,  oa 
the  present  or  any  future  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
Company,**  According  to  my  view  of  that  clause  in  the  Act,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  Company  are  required  to  pay  out  of 
their  net  profits  the  interest  upon  the  home  bond  debt  in  this 
country  (tlie  principal  being  expressly  excluded  there  when 
speaking  of  interest),  togetlier  with  the  dividends  upon  their 
stock ;  and  the  object  of  those  statements  was  to  show  tliat 
there  w^as  not  a  sufficiency  of  net  profit  upon  the  China  trade 
(the  only  portion  of  the  Company's  commercial  concerns  that  I 
!iad  tf)en  any  means  of  examining)  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of 
these  dividends  and  interest.  Wien  I  gave  in  those  statements, 
it  will  be  recollected  by  the  Commitlee,  that  I  observed  upon 
them  that  it  was  impossible  they  could  be  altogether  accurate ; 
that  they  were  consequently  Imhle  to  corrections,  and  that 
having  taken  the  items  contained  in  those  statements  from 
ctTtain  otficial  documents  which  I  then  referred  to,  having  no 
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others  before  me  to  quote,  I  merely  presented  them  as  affording  13  May  1830. 
proof  in  the  abstract  of  the  position  I  had  assumed.     When,         jTTT^ 
therefore,  Mr.  Melvill  brought  to  this  Committee  certain  correc-        ^wT^' 
tions  of  those  statements,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  he  ' 

would  produce  an  account,  prepared  upon  mercantile  principles, 
of  the  actual  profit  derived  by  the  East-India  Company  at  the 
■everal  periods  referred  to  ;  instead  of  which  we  have  from  Mr. 
Melvill  an  arbitrary  combination  of  figures,  which  are  not  only 
not  supported  by  any  official  document  that  I  have  seen,  but  are 
absolutely  at  variance  with  all  those  official  documents  now,  as 
I  understand,  on  the  table  of  this  Committee,  as  I  shall  proceed 
to  prove.     But  before  I  go  to  the  proof,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
observe  upon  the  explanation  which  is  now  given  of  the  term 
prime  cost.    In  my  original  statements  I  took  prime  cost  to 
mean,  what  every  other  private  merchant  would  do,  the  actual 
price  paid  by  the  purchaser  to  the  seller  of  the  commodity ; 
whereas  we  are  now  informed  that  the  <<  prime  cost"  of  Leaden- 
hall-street  includes  a  variety  of  items  which  it  was  impossible  for 
any  private  merchant,  or  I  believe  any  human  being,  to  conceive 
would  have  been  included  in  the  term  prime  cost,  unless  he  had 
been  previously  admitted  into  the  arcana  of  the  India- House. 
That  prime  cost,  as  now  explained,  means,  it  appears,  not  the 
prime  cost  of  the  tea,  but  the  prime  cost  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  woollens  from   England   ana  cotton  from   India,  with  the 
cliaiges  of  freight,  insurance,  and  other  items  included  therein 
(not  added)  ;  amongst  which  I  find,  or  rather  I  infer,  from  the 
examinations  of  Mr.  Melvill  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  following 
are  component  items :  viz.  **  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the 
Factory,  comprising  rent  and  repairs  of  private  apartments,  as 
well  as  furniture  supplied  thereto,  and  the  expense  of  the  public 
table  kept  in  the  Factory ;"  that  it  also  includes  <<  rent,  repairs^ 
and  furniture,  including  a  charge  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
buildings  and  other  dead  stock,  the  property  of  the  Company  in 
China ;  Canton  port  charges  ;  duties  on  imports  sold  by  auction ; 
iinloading  charges ;  expense  of  the  removal  of  the   Factor? 
aatablishment  to  and  from  Macao;  charge  of  the  Company* 
schooner,  boat-hire,  &c, ;  ditto  on  account  of  their  reception 
on    board  the  Company's  ships  during  discussions  with   the 
Chinese   authorities ;    linguists    fees ;   Chinese    masters,    &c. ; 
stationery  and  articles  for  use  ;  wages  of  coolies  and  watchmen ; 
packing  charges,  &c.  ;  petty  expenses  ;  printing  establishment.** 
These  are  Chinese  charges.     Besides  which  there  are  super- 
added, ns  incurred  in  England,  **  a  proportion  of  the  cliarges  of 
establishment  and  shipping  charges  attaching  upon  the  Com- 
pany's exports  to  China."     This  is  tlie  explanation  now  given  of 
the  term  ** prime  cost  "  at  the  India- House;  and  if  I  have  been 
led  into  error  in  the  first  instance  in  not  conceiving  the  possibility 
of  '<  prime  cost "  being  made  up  of  such  a  host  of  incongruous 
itemsi  I  hope  to  stand  perfectly  justified  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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May  leao.  Conimittec.  Now,  however,  that  we  understand  what  "prime 
—7—  cost**  means,  I  shall  of  course  adopt  it  in  its  new  sense  in  the 
Rkhtmltf  future  statcmerita  which  I  have  to  lay  before  the  Committee* 
^'^'  In  respect  to  tlic  article  of  prime  cost,  tlierefore,  I  stand  cor- 
rected under  the  explanation  now  given.  But  with  regard  to 
the  next  item,  or  the  sale  quantity  per  contra,  given  in  Mr. 
Mclviirs  corrected  state  me  nts*  he  has,  I  presume,  adopted  an 
estimated  amount,  by  taking  the  sale  quantity  at  two  per  cent. 
less  than  the  original  quantity,  on  the  supposition  of  two  per 
cent,  bcinpj  a  suiHcient  allowance  for  wastage,  which,  according 
to  the  explanation  I  have  given  in  reference  to  my  former  state* 
ment,  I  take  to  be  perfectly  erroneous.  He  has,  moreover, 
adopted  an  estimated  amount  as  to  the  sale  proceeds  of  tea,  for 
I  cannot  find  either  that  quantity  specified  by  him,  or  the 
amount  sale  proceed  a  thereof,  in  any  one  official  document  now 
upon  the  table  of  the  Committee.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
official  documents  upon  this  table,  both  the  quantity  of  tea  sold 
in  the  periods  referred  to  in  these  corrected  statements  of  Mr. 
Melvili,  and  the  amount  of  sale  proceeds,  are  widely  different 
from  the  quantities  and  sums  he  has  adopted  ;  I  have  therefore 
a  right  to  conclude  that  these  items  are  estimated  or  arbitrary 
insertions.  In  respect  to  freight  and  demurrage,  1  have  not  the 
same  means  of  tracing  these  items  through  all  the  different 
periods  contained  in  the  four  corrected  statements  of  Mr, 
Melvill;  but  I  find  that  it  does  not  agree  with  one  period  in 
whicii  there  is  an  exact  official  account  of  the  China  freight^  and 
that  this  differs  very  materially  from  the  amount  given  by  Mr. 
Melvill ;  whence  I  can  only  infer  that  the  whole  of  these  iteras 
for  freight  and  demurrage  in  his  four  corrected  statements  are 
likewise  arbitrary  insertions.  In  the  corrected  statement  for 
1827-8  by  Mr,  Melvill,  he  states,  for  example,  the  freight  and 
demurrage  at  €330,866,  wliereas  in  theofKcral  documents  before 
refciTcd  to,  or  No,  of  the  "  accounts  and  papers  delivered  to 
the  Committee,  1830/*  where  the  tteight  upon  the  outward 
trade  to  Cliina  and  the  trade  to  the  colonial  possessions  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  North  Ameiica  is  separated  from  the 
homeward  freight  from  China  to  England,  this  latter  freight  is 
there  stated,  for  1827-8,  at  C6i7,319. 

5260.  Have  you  any  other  means  of  comparing  the  charge* 
introduced  by  Mr.  Melvill  for  freight  in  the  other  statements,  lo 
ascertain  how  far  the  same  variation  exists  which  you  have 
shown  in  the  Bingic  official  document  you  have  ? — I  have  110 
other  official  documents  for  tlie  periods  given  in  the  four 
corrected  stutenicnts. 

5261.  What  observations  have  you  to  make  on  the  otlwir 
corrected  atatcinents  ?— The  other  charges  contained  it>  Mr. 
Mclvill's  corrected  iitatements  are  as  follows  ;  viz,  1  H^x 
Canton  salaiies ;  £173,320  far  charges  in  Enghmd 
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fbr  interest,  and   £58,654  for  insurance ;    making  a  total  of  13  May  IWD. 
£550,575.     On  these  items  I  have  to  observe,  it  is  not  a  little         "77" 
remarkable  that  these  charges  are  precbely  the  same  in  every         ^  "  ** 
one  of  Mr.  Melvilfs  corrected  statements,   although  they  are 
for  four  different  and   distinct  periods,  viz.  1814-15,  I82O-2I9 
1827-28,  and  an  average  of  fourteen  years.     Now  it  is  quite 
impossible  that  those  charges  could  have  been  the  same  in  each 
of  those  periods  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  know  from  official  docu- 
ments upon  the  table,  that  the  charges  vary  constantly  from 
year  to  year.     The  insertion,  therefore,  of  the  same  charges  in 
every  one  of  the  corrected  statements  must  unquestionably  be 
incorrect ;  they  cannot  be  otherwise. 

5262.  Have  you  the  means  of  showing  the  difference  between 
the  actual  charges  for  those  four  items  by  the  official  documents 
before  this  Committee  and  that  account  given  in  by  Mr. 
Melvill? — I  have  for  the  year  1827-8,  and  will  give  it  in  a 
statement  I  have  prepared  for  that  purpose ;  meanwhile  I 
would  remark,  upon  the  circumstance  of  those  charges  being 
invariably  the  same  throughout  the  whole  of  Mr.  MelviU's  cor- 
rected statements,  that  they  absolutely  invalidate  the  whole. 
They  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  those  correct  statements  of  the 
Company's  China  trade  which  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
would,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this,  have  been  furnished  from 
the  India-House.  There  are,  however,  other  objections  taken 
by  Mr.  Melvill  to  my  statements,  which  I  should  like  to  ex- 
plain ;  and  first,  with  regard  to  the  interest,  which  is  £236,287, 
m  the  year  1820-21.  Considering  that  this  is  a  statement  of 
profit  or  loss  on  a  particular  adventure  or  branch  of  trade,  and 
drawn  out  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  a  sufficiency  of  net  profit  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  home 
bond  debt  and  the  dividends  upon  stock,  I  maintain  that  the 
charge  of  interest  is  a  fair  item  to  be  introduced  into  that  state- 
ment. In  the  first  place,  my  position  is,  that  the  whole  of 
the  money  included  in  the  prime  cost,  viz,  £1,874,840,  is 
money  borrowed  from  the  revenues  of  India.  The  Company 
have  no  other  capital  to  trade  with.  They  are  supplied  entirely 
with  funds  from  the  revenues  of  India.  I  believe  the  revenues 
of  India  to  be  the  sole  support  of  their  commerce,  without  which 
they  could  not  have  existed  so  long  as  they  have  done  as  a  com- 
mercial body.  I  have  a  number  of  documents  to  prove  this  fact, 
which  in  due  time  I  may  perhaps  be  called  upon  to  produce ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  I  would  only  advert  to  one  circumstance, 
which  happened  in  the  year  1813,  when  Mr.  Cartwright,  the 
late  Accountant-general  of  the  East-India  Company,  was  exa- 
mined before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  which  I  was  then  a  member.  Mr.  Cartwright,  upon  that  oc- 
casion, was  asked  a  question  with  regard  to  the  Company's 
capital ;  and  his  answer  was  simply  this  :  **  Capital,  Sir  ;  I  have 
lK?en  forty  years  in.  the  Company's  service,  and  I  never  could* 
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find  out  ttiat  they  had  any  capital  at  alL"  There  arc  gentle- 
men now  alive  who  were  present  at  this  Committee,  and  well 
recollect  his,  Mr-  Cartwnght's,  answer.  It  was  modified  after- 
wards,  in  consequence  of  some  discussion  tliat  took  place  at  the 
Committee,  one  of  the  Directors  being  present,  and  rather dis* 
pleased  with  Mr,  Cartwright  forgiving  such  an  answer,  and  be 
was  allowed  upon  application  to  alter  it*  lam  theo  justified,  I 
thinki  in  saying  that  if  this  money  is  borrowed  from  the  rew* 
nues  of  [fidiat  and  which  I  am  confident  is  the  case»  intcteH 
thereon  is  fairly  debitable  to  this  account.  It  appears  to  me, 
indeed,  that  a  larger  sum  of  interest  than  the  amoimt  here  ipe- 
cified  should  be  carried  to  the  debit  of  this  adventure ;  for  I 
observe  in  one  of  the  examinations  of  Mr,  Melvill,  that  he  states 
that  interest  upon  this  account  is  only  calculated  for  eighteen 
months.  The  interest,  however*  fairiy  chargeable,  upon  mercan- 
tile principles,  in  this  statement,  ought  to  be  Dearer  three 
years  and  a  half;  and  therefore,  if  it  was  taken  at  three  yean, 
It  would  be  double  its  present  amount.  As  tliis,  however,  is 
the  amount  given  in  upon  official  authority,  we  shall  take  it  st 
£236,287.  It  may  be  as  well  to  escplain  my  reason  for  saying 
that  three  years  at  least  ought  to  be,  upon  mercantile  princi- 
ples, included  in  that  account.  Mr*  Melvill  admits  in  his 
examination^  answer  4298,  that,  according  to  *<  ordinary  usage, 
as  respects  interest  being  included  in  the  invoice  charges  with 
the  Parliamentary  enactment,  the  upset  price  of  the  tea  should 
include  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first  expenditure  to  llie 
time  when  the  sale  proceeds  of  the  tea  are  realised."  Tin's  ts  a 
fair  principle  for  calculating  interest.  According  to  this  prin* 
cip!e,  I  would  beg  leave  to  explain  to  the  Committee  that  tlie 
largest  portion  of  this  sum  of  prime  cost  being  furnished  in 
goods  from  England  and  from  India,  is  supplied  in  the  foUowing 
manner:  There  is  a  certain  quantity  of  goods  purchased  in 
England,  in  all  probability  two  or  three  months  before  they  are 
embarked  on  board  the  Company's  ships.  These  ships  sail}  say 
in  the  month  of  January,  Those  that  proceed  by  tlie  way  of 
India  go  to  receive  cargoes  of  cotton,  which  are  also  provided 
about  the  same  time  as  the  English  goods  are.  They  all  arrive 
in  Cfiina  in  tlie  autumn  of  that  year.  They  are  despatched 
from  China  in  or  about  December,  laden  with  tea,  and  arrive 
in  this  country  in  May  or  June  of  the  following  year.  We  have 
here  a  lapse  of  one  year  and  a  half;  and  as  the  cargoes  brought 
home,  according  to  Mr.  Melvilfs  own  admission,  remain  iq 
warehouse  upon  an  average  twenty  months,  and  are  then  sold  at 
two  or  three  months' prompt,  there  is  therefore  a  period  of  about 
three  years  and  a  half  between  the  time  of  the  first  advance  of 
the  money  for  the  purchase  of  those  goods,  and  the  time  whea 
t!ie  sale  proceeds  of  tfie  teas  are  realized.  On  these  grounds  I 
inler  that  a  larger  sum  of  interest  ought  to  be  included  in  this 
account  than  is  here  inserted,  for  this  is  avowedly  no  more  than 
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eighteen  months*  interest  upon  sums  advanced  to  make  up  what  13  May  1830. 
is  called  the  prime  cost.     With   regard  to  the  insurance,  the         "; — 
next  item  in  this  account,  Mr.  Melvill  takes  credit  in  his  cor-    **  ^J«*»^ 
rected  statements   (after  debiting  the  account  with  the  pre-  ' 

mium,  or  £58,654^  for  £44,593,  as  saved  by  them  (the  Com- 
pany) in  the  moue  of  effecting  their  insurance.  Now  it  is 
very  possible  that  they  may  have  saved  this  amount  in  the  mode 
of  effecting  their  insurance  by  being  their  own  underwriters. 
If  they  have  done  so,  I  still  say  that  this  credit  item  has  no 
business  here.  Upon  mercantile  principles,  it  ought  to  be  cre- 
dited in  their  underwriting  account,  and  nowhere  else.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  charge  for  insurance,  being  three  per  cent, 
upon  the  value  insured,  is  a  regular  mercantile  charge  in  all 
invoices  and  accounts  of  this  nature  :  it  is  a  sum  which  the 
merchant  either  pays  to  another  or  to  himself  for  the  risk  he 
runs  in  regard  to  the  capital  employed.  If  he  is  his  own  under- 
writer, he  must  keep  a  regular  account  of  such  transactions,  and 
whatever  he  gains  or  loses  must  be  carried  to  the  debit  or  the 
credit  of  the  underwriting  account,  and  nowhere  else.  It  may 
finally  be  remarked,  wiUi  reference  to  these  credits,  termed 
**  amount  of  interest  earned  on  the  Company's  own  capital,"  of 
£236,287,  and  the  "  amount  saved  by  them  in  their  mode  of 
effecting  their  insurance  £44,593,**  that  these  also,  in  like  man- 
ner with  the  charges,  are  carried  at  the  same  unvarying 
amounts  through  every  one  of  the  corrected  statements  for  the 
four  separate  periods.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  clearer,  in  my 
opinion,  than  that  such  insertions  as  these  completely  invalidate 
the  whole  of  those  statements. 
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SIXTH  REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inqiure  into  the 
Present  State  of  the  Affairs  of  the  East-India  Com* 
PANYi  and  into  the  Trads  between  Great  Britain^  the 
Easl'Indies,  and  China;  and  to  report  their  Observations 
thereupon  to  the  House ;  and  who  were  empowered  to  report 
the  MiNUTss  OF  EviDjENCJE  taken  before  Uiem  from  time  to 
time  to  the  House ;— > 

HAVE  made  a  further  Progress  in  the  Matters  to  them 
referretl,  and  examined  several  other  Witnesses ;  the 
Minutes  of  whose  Evidence  they  have  agreed  to 
report  to  the  House  up  to  the  3d  day  of  this 
instant  June,  inclusive. 

SdJunelBiO 


5  c 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  of  the  HOUSE  or  COMMONS.  735 

5270.  From  what  period  do  you  consider  that  trade  to  be  a  17  Uiy  1830. 
losing  trade  ? — I  have  in  my  possession,  but  not  here,  the  official        ^Z^L#. 
statements  laid  before  parliament  by  the  Court  of  Directors  for  ^  jajj*^ 
about  thirty- five  or  thirty-six  years  ;  and  from  these  statement! 

I  can  only  infer  that  the  trade  has  been  a  losing  one  throughout 
at  least  the  whole  of  that  period. 

5271.  You  say  the  profits  on  the  China  trade  are  small? — 
According  to  my  view  of  the  documents,  there  would  seem  to 
be  a  small  profit  on  the  China  trade,  but  not  after  paying  divi* 
dends  and  interest  on  home-bond  debt. 

5272.  And  yet  you  say  that  this  payment  of  £3,000,000  a 
year  is  made  from  the  proceeds  of  that  trade? — From  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  the  sale  of  goods  for  wliicb  the  revenues  of  India  appear 
to  me  to  have  furnished  funds. 

5273.  ])ut  still  it  is  through  the  medium  of  that  trade  only 
that  those  territorial  charges  are  defrayed  ? — From  the  sale  pro- 
ceeds of  the  goods,  not  from  the  profit. 

5274.  Then  you  still  persist  in  the  opinion  that  the  territory 
supports  the  trade  ? — I  do. 

5275.  Would  your  opinion  remain  unaltered  if  it  were  shown 
to  YOU  that  Lord  Melville,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Bathurst,  Mr. 
WilUamt  Wynn,  and  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  their  offices  seve* 
rally,  as  Presidents  of  the  India  Board ;  that  the  Marouis  of 
Hastings,  Lord  Amherst,  and  Lord  William  Bentinck,  as  oover- 
nors^neral ;  that  the  several  Chairmen,  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  East-India  Company ;  and  that  all  the  accountants  of  the 
India  Board,  of  the  Bengal  government,  and  of  the  Company, 
totally  differ  from  you  in  that  conclusion,  and  unite  in  agreeing 
that,  since  the  accounts  were  separated,  the  territory  has  derived 
resoarcen  and  aid  from  the  trade  ? — The  question,  I  admit,  con- 
taint  a  host  of  most  respectable  authorities  against  the  conclu- 
sion I  have  drawn,  but  opinions  on  either  side  do  not  amount  to 
proof.  The  real  truth,  whether  there  be  a  sain  or  a  loss  on  the 
Company's  trade,  whether  the  territories  nave  supported  the 
•onmerce,  or  the  commerce  supported  the  territory,  must  depend 
■pon  the  result  of  figures ;  that  is,  of  figured  sUtemenU  so  pre* 
piired  as  to  satisfy  merchants  and  the  public  at  large  of  th0 
aiksed  fiurt.  I  mean  to  say  that  do  satisfactory  conclusion  caa 
be  drawn  upon  this  head  from  any  of  the  official  documents^  I 
hmm  seen  in  print ;  I  refer,  therefore,  entirely  to  these  offidat 
documeats,  without  meaning  to  impugn  the  opinions  of  the 
gentleneti  whose  names  are  quoted  in  tne  question,  for  whoniy 
en  the  contrary,  I  entertain  the  highest  degrae  of  respect. 

5276.  If  these  documents  never  satisfied  the  public,  how  comes 
it  fhat  the  successive  officers  who  have  been  named  should  have 
still  persisted  in  their  opinion,  in  contradiction  to  yours? — I  am 
not  responsible  for  their  opinions ;  neither  do  I  mean,  in  stating 
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5284.  And  from  these  official  documents  you  have  formed  17  Maj  1830. 
your  opinion  that  the  territory  supports  the  trade  ? — Yes.  j^ILrf^ 

5285.  Do  you  conceive  that  you  have  seen  official  documents         Ag! 
proving  that  the  territory  has  produced  a  surplus  competent  to 
defray  all  the  charges  which  have  been  paid  in  England  on  ac- 
count of  the  trade  ? — That  is  my  conclusion,  that  the  surplus 
revenue  in  India  has  been  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient,  to 

pay  all  the  charges  in  England. 

5286.  And  that  that  appears  from  the  official  documents  you 
have  seen  ? — Yes. 

5287.  When  you  say  that  the  territory  has  produced  a  surplus 
which  has  supported  the  trade,  do  you  exclude  from  your  esti- 
mate the  territorial  charges  arising  from  a  state  of  actual  war, 
and  confine  yourself  to  what  you  consider  the  ordinary  revenues 
and  charges  of  a  time  of  peace  ? — The  official  documents  which 
I  have  examined  appear  to  me  to  include  all  the  charges  of 
the  periods  of  war ;  and  it  is  on  this  presumption  that  I  say 
there  is  still  a  surplus  revenue  exhibited  on  the  face  of  the 
accounts. 

5288.  How  do  you  account  for  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
debt  ? — That  would  lead  to  a  very  long  discussion,  which  I  am 
prepared  to  enter  into,  but  I  have  not  the  documents  at  hand  to 
support  the  opinions  I  should  give  upon  that  subject;  and, 
with  deference  to  the  Committee,  I  think  it  had  better  be  post- 
poned till  these  documents  can  be  regularly  laid  before  them. 

5289.  Can  you  refer  to  the  particular  documents  upon  which 
you  form  your  opinion  that  the  trade  is  supported  by  the  terri- 
tory?— The  principal  documents  that  I  refer  to  are  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  state  of  the  revenues,  and  other  matters,  which 
are  laid  by  the  Court  of  Directors  before  the  House  of  Commons 
annually. 

5290.  For  how  long  back  ? — I  think  I  have  got  them  in  my 
possession  for  about  thirty-five  or  thirty-six  years  back. 

5291.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  those  accounts  exhibit  an- 
nually a  surplus  revenue  sufficient  to  pay  the  charges  of  the 
trade  ? — They  do,  to  my  judgment. 

5292.  Including  all  the  expences  of  war? — Including  the  ex- 
pences  of  all  the  wars  the  Company  have  been  engaged  in  during 
that  period,  presuming  always,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  those 
expences  are  included  as  they  appear,  and  ought  to  be,  under 
the  head  of  '*  charges"  in  the  accounts  alluded  to. 

5293.  Then  you  conclude  that  the  large  debt  contracted  by 
the  Company  lias  arisen  entirely  from  losses  on  trade,  and  would 
not  have  arisen  from  any  transactions  as  sovereigns  of  India  ?— 
If  my  opinion  is  correct  as  to  the  state  of  the  revenue  accounts, 
there  is  no  other  inference  to  be  drawn  in  respect  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  debt. 
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considerable  pari  of  it  was  paid  for  the  comnieroe  ?— I  have,  it  17  M»y  IMP. 
Is  true,  stated  in  a  former  answer,  that  I  beUeve  the  commerce        ^dMi. 
to  be  wholly  supported  by  advances   from  the  revenue  funds ;         jST^ 
but  when  I  answered  the  question   referring  to  tliis  account 
I  quoted  the  very  words  contained  in  the  head  of  each  column, 
and  therefore  I  feel  quite  confident   that  I  have  quoted  it 
oonrectly. 

5300.  Then  the  Committee  is  to  understand  that  you  dispute 
the  correctness  of  that  heading  of  the  last  column  which  states 
the  sum  to  have  been  issued  from  the  commercial  funds  ? — The 
issue  is  here  stated  to  have  been  made  from  commercial  funds, 
4uid  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so ;  but  according  to  my  view  of  the 
Company's  accounts,  I  should  conclude  that  this  also  was  ad- 
vanced m  the  first  instance  from  the  revenues. 

5S01.  Then,  in  fact,  you  do  not  speak  now  so  much  from  the 
•accounts  themselves  as  from  the  correction  which  you  conceive 
your  knowledge  has  enabled  you  to  make  of  those  accounts  ?*I 
jpeak  from  both. 

5802.  Is  it  your  opinion,  then,  that  what  are  stated  in  this 
headmg  to  be  commercial  funds  are  in  point  of  fact,  when  exa- 
mwed  into,  funds  derived  from  the  territorial  revenue? — In 
consistency  with  the  answer  that  I  have  ffiven  in  the  early  part 
of  the  examination  of  to-day,  I  conceive  these  commercial  funds 
to  have  been  also  oridnally  derived  from  the  revenues.  With 
the  funds  thus  derived  goods  are  purchased  in  India,  and  oon- 
aigned  to  this  country.  Out  of  the  proceeds  other  goods  are 
returned  to  India  for  sale,  and  constitute  there  also  a  head  of 
commercial  funds.  In  this  way,  if  my  view  of  the  state  of  the 
Company's  accounts  is  correct,  these  £6,207,01^  are  also  in  the 
first  mstance  derived  from  territorial  resources. 

5803.  Then  you  conceive  that  the  surplus  revenue  has  been 
competent  to  supply  those  advances  to  the  commercial  funds  ? — 
That  and  the  debt  together.  This  sum,  therefore,  of  £6,207,019 
stands  upon  the  explanation  I  have  Just  now  given. 

5804.  Upon  what  grounds  more  particularly  do  you  form  the 
opinion  that  these  £6,207,019,  which  have  been  considered  by 
the  Company  and  by  the  Board  of  Controul  to  have  consisted 
of  commercial  funds,  has  in  fact  consisted  of  territorial  funds  ? 
— ^I  have  explained  my  reasons  for  entertaining  that  opinion 
very  fully  in  the  evidence  I  have  just  given. 

5305.  You  have  stated  that  the  territorial  charges  paid  in 
England  since  the  charter  amount  to  about  £20,(K)0,000,  ac« 
coining  to  the  account  No.  2,  and  you  conceive  that  that  co- 
lumn of  the  account  gives  you  the  whole  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  in  India  ?<— It  seems  to  be  stated  here  as  the  sum 
of  the  territorial  charges  paid  in  England. 

5806.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  the  latter  years  of  that  pe- 
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17  May  IBM.  riod  there  was  alio  a  deficiency  m  India,  appearing  cm  die  &ce 
— V.     ^  ^®  accounts,  to  the  amount  of'  above  four  milfions  and  ooe 
^'  ^KnT^*  ^^*  under  the  head  of  ^  Remaining  Indian  surplus  charge  T 
^'         —I  have  not  that  account  before  me ;  but  I  dare  say  the  defi- 
ciency is  so  stated  in  the  official  accounts  laid  before  rartianieiit 
as  they  are  now  prepared. 

5307.  Is  not  that  sum  to  be  added  to  the  total  amount  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  revenues  of  India? — In  the  statement  I  dtall 
lay  before  this  Committee,  to  support  the  view  I  have  ttken 
of  the  Company's  financial  accounts,  I  shall  include  that 
C4sOOO,000,  and  every  other  deficiency.  My  opinion  is,  that 
there  is  no  deficiency  upon  the  whole ;  that  there  must  be  a 
surplus,  if  the  printed  official  accounts  are  correct.  I  rest  nij 
opinion  enUrely  upon  them. 

5308.  Are  you  aware  that  a  sum  of  nearly  £5,000,000  has 
been  applied  as  part  of  the  surplus  commerdal  profits  to  die 
payment  of  the  territorial  debt  since  the  charter  ? — I  have  seen 
that  sum  stated  as  a  memorandum  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  of- 
ficial documents  in  this  collection  of  papers ;  but  I  cannot  find 
out  firom  this,  or  from  any  other  official  document  contained  in 
thb  collection,  whence  that  commercial  profit  arises. 

5309.  Then  you  conceive  that,  as  it  cannot  be  proved  to  have 
come  firom  commerce,  it  must  come  from  the  territory  ?«It  is 
impossible  to  tell  firom  this  account  where  it  conies  fi^m. 

5310.  Does  the  account  of  the  territorial  revenue  and  chaise 
show  a  capacity  not  only  to  defiray  all  the  expenses  in  England; 
but  this  additional  sum  of  £5,000,000,  in  this  circuitous  way, 
returns  through  commerce  ? — I  think  the  territorial  account, 
when  fairly  analyzed,  will  exhibit  a  very  large  surplus. 

5311.  Do  you  mean  to  imply  that  some  heads,  either  of  re- 
venue or  charge,  are  improperly  stated  in  the  account  No.  2? 
— I  am  sure  that  if  I  was  to  give  my  view  of  the  case  here, 
without  having  my  papers  at  hand,  and  official  papers  to  refer 
to,  I  should  onlj' lead  the  Committee  into  a  very  troublesome 
discussion,  and  occupy  their  time,  in  all  probability,  unneces- 
sarily. 

5312.  Docs  it  not  appear  in  account  No.  2  that  the  whole  of 
the  interest  on  the  India  debt  is  charged  separately  from  the 
territorial  charges  paid  in  India? — It  does. 

5313.  Is  not  a  part  of  the  interest  on  the  India  debt  paid 
annually  in  England  out  of  the  commercial  funds ;  and  ought 
not,  therefore,  the  interest  so  paid  to  be  added  to  the  territorial 
charges  which  are  to  be  leviea  in  India  for  advances  made  in 
Engbnd  ?— Certainly,  if  the  debt  itself  is  territorial. 

5314.  If,  therefore,  the  interest  so  paid  be  added  to  other 
chaiges,  may  not  the  territorial  charges  paid  in  England  during 
tbt  period  since  1814  exceed  the  sum  of  £24^338,050,  which 
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k  tuted  in  No.  13  to  have  been  repaid  in  India  for  advances  17  May  1830. 

in  England  ? — The  official  accounts  will  show  that.    I  cannot         

state  it  from  a  cursory  view  of  these  accounts.     I  cannot  tell    ^  i^kAmb^ 
firom  these  accounts  whether  any  portion  of  the  interest  on  the  ^^ 

debt  is  included  in  the  territorial  charges  paid  in  England ; 
but  if,  after  paying  tlie  whole  interest  on  the  bond  debt,  as  in* 
eluded  in  that  column,  and  after  paying  the  whole  of  the  ter- 
ritorial charges  included  in  the  other  column,  there  shall  still 
appear  to  be  a  surplus  revenue,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  quite 
indifferent,  whetlier,  as  regards  the  ultimate  result,  any  por- 
tion of  tliat  interest  on  debt  be  paid  in  this  country  or  in  India. 

5315.  If  you  will  refer  to  answer  3454a  in  page  429,  in  your 
second  Statement,  j^ou  will  see  that  you  have  assumed  that  the 
average  price  at  which  tea  could  be  supplied  by  the  private 
merchant  is  1#.  6d.  a  pound,  including  a  profit  of  18  per  cent, 
to  the  merchant ;  does  that  include  interest  for  the  capital  em- 
ployed, as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  included/ — No,  it 
does  not  include  interest,  because  the  money  is  supposed  to  be 
raised  by  bills,  in  which  case  no  interest  would  be  chargeable ; 
the  interest  would  be  included  in  the  rate  of  the  exchange. 

5316.  If  it  is  supposed  to  be  raised  by  bills,  would  you  as- 
sume that  the  tea  should  be  sold  as  soon  as  the  bills  became 
due?^Tlie  tea  imported  into  this  country  by  private  merchants 
would  in  all  probability  be  sold  either  before  the  bills  fell  due» 
or  much  about  that  time,  the  bills  being  supposed  to  be  drawn 
at  six  months*  sight. 

6317.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Commutation  Act,  by  re- 
quiring a  stock  to  be  kept  on  hand,  precludes  the  selling  of  tea 
before  its  arrival  ? — It  precludes  the  Company,  but  it  would  not^ 
on  the  supposition  I  have  assumed  in  those  statements,  preclude 
individuals  from  doing  it. 

5318.  At  what  rate  do  you  value  a  dollar  in  the  computation 
of  1#.  6d.  per  pound ;  do  you  not  value  it  at  4i.  ?.— I  have  in 
this  statement  valued  it  at  4f. 

5319.  Supposing  the  dollar  were  4f.  6</.,  would  not  the 
profit  be  greatly  reduced? — I  have  stated  already  that  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  reduce  the  profit,  and  not  to  affect  the 
•ale  price  in  this  country ;  but  as  the  profit  is  a  ver^  ample 
one,  viz.  18  per  cent.,  there  is  abundant  room  for  reduction  firom 
any  variation  that  mi^t  take  place  in  the  rate  of  exchange,  and 
•till  leave  the  merchant  importer  an  adequate  return  fisr  the 
employment  of  his  capital. 

5320.  If  the  dollar  were  at  5s.  6d.  or  5s.  9d.  or  6s.,  would 
there  not  be  a  loss?— Certainly ;  but  I  cannot  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  the  exchange  rising  to  5s.  6d.  or  6s.  per  dollar, 
m  the  event  of  a  perfectly  free  trade  being  opened  to  China. 

5321.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  stated  in  the  official  docu- 

5  D 
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17  May  1830.  menU  before  this  Committee,  that  in  some  of  the  years  since 
-—  1B14  the  dollar  has,  in  actual  transactions,  been  exchanged  for 
^*  ^^^^*  ^^^^  ^-  ** — ^  believe  it  has  been  quoted  at  that  rate ;  but  the 
exchange  between  Canton  and  England  during  the  period  of 
the  Company's  monopoly  is  no  guide  for  concluding  what  the 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  under  the  circumstances  of  a  free 
trade.  We  have  had  a  remarkable  instance  of  that  m  respect 
to  Indian  exchanges.  When  the  Company  had  a  close  mono- 
poly of  the  trade  to  India,  our  rate  of  exchange  was  then  as 
arbitrary  at  Calcutta  as  it  is  now  at  Canton ;  the  rate  of  ex- 
change then  was  within  my  recollection  as  high  as  2f .  9</.  the 
sicca  rupee,  and  very  shordy  after  the  trade  was  thrown  open, 
and  began  to  feel  tlie  operation  of  the  adventures  of  private 
merchants  in  India  and  in  England,  it  fell  to  U.  Ill/,  and  2c. 
Xf  the  trade  was  thrown  open  to  Canton  I  should  anticipate 
that  the  exchange  would  be  regulated  by  the  same  causes,  and 
accordingly  vibrate  about  the  real  par,  l>eing  sometimes  a  little 
above,  ana  sometimes  below  that  standard,  which,  as  regards 
dollars,  is  Aa.  Sd. 

5322.  Were  not  the  high  exchanges  which  you  speak  of,  5c. 
and  6c.,  and  the  high  Indian  exchanges  at  the  same  period,  in 
consequence  of  the  Bank  of  England  bemg  at  that  time  not 
open  for  payment  in  specie,  and  that  doUars  were  in  the  same 
proportion  advanced  in  England? — That  may  have  been  one 
cause. 

5323.  Is  it  possible  that  the  exchanges  of  China  and  India 
widi  England,  any  more  than  the  exchanges  between  any  one 
country  and  another,  can  vary  beyond  the  expense  of  convey- 
ine  the  precious  metals  from  one  country  to  the  other  ? — Cer- 
tainly they  never  would,  if  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries  were  free ;  but  under  the  operation  of  the 
Company's  monopoly  in  India,  for  example,  the  case  was  widely 
different.  The  Company  had  adopted  the  exchange  of  2s*  6a. 
the  sicca  rupee,  for  their  remittances  to  England,  to  discharge 
interest  on  their  loans,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  had  a 
material  effect  in  regulating  the  then  existing  exchange ;  now 
I  consider  the  exchange  between  England  and  India  to  be 
operated  upon  by  precisely  the  same  laws  which  regulate  it  with 
all  the  countries  of  Europe. 

5324.  That  is,  by  the  charge  of  conveying  the  precious  me- 
tals from  one  country  to  the  other  ? — Certainly. 

5325.  Are  you  aware  that  an  export  duty  was  laid  by  the 
East-India  Company  on  the  exportation  of  treasure  from  India 
to  England  about  the  year  1811  or  1812  ?— I  believe  it  was  the 
case,  but  I  cannot  at  this  distance  of  time  speak  from  recollec- 
tion alone  very  precisely  as  to  the  amount  of  the  duty,  or  Uie 
time  during  which  it  was  in  operation. 

5326.  In  point  of  fact,  do  you  know  that  the  exchange  con- 
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tinued  as  high  as  2^.  9d.  till  the  year  1817  or  1818,  four  years  17  May  1830. 
after  the  charter  ?— It  continued  high  until  1817  or  1818  j  that        —77- 
IB,  until  it  felt  the  full  influence  of  a  freer  trade.  ^  Bidmrdh 

5327.  You  have  referred  to  the  effect  upon  the  exchange  by 
opening  the  trade  with  India ;  do  you  not  think  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  effect  of  opening  the  trade  with  India 
and  what  might  be  the  effect  of  the  same  measure  with  regard 
to  China,  because  in  India  no  internal  regulations  exist  which 
interfere  with  commerce ;  whereas  in  China  internal'  regula- 
tions proceeding  from  the  authorities  in  China  would  so  inter- 
fere, that  the  rate  of  exchange  would  not  be  so  acted  upon  as  it 
would  be  in  India  ?»I  should  think  that  the  rate  of  exchange 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  regulated  between  China  and 
England  by  the  operations  of  the  traders  themselves,  and  that 
altogether  mdependent  of  the  restrictions  that  might  be  laid  on 
by  the  Chinese  government,  more  especially  when  I  perceive 
that  in  regard  to  some  of  the  most  important  articles  of  trade 
now  with  Canton,  the  restrictions  of  the  Chinese  government 
are  completely  set  at  nought  by  the  merchants  who  trade  in 
those  commodities. 

5328.  If  your  computation  of  Is.  6d.  per  pound  have  refe- 
rence to  the  whole  period  since  1814  and  1815,  is  it  not  clear 
that  the  private  merchant  who  sold  his  tea  at  that  price  would 
have  been  left  greatly  out  of  pocket,  in  many  years,  when,  for 
instance,  the  dollar  was  worth  6;. ;  and  if  your  computation  be 
not  intended  to  embrace  the  whole  period,  then  ao  vou  not 
perceive  that  in  your  second  statement,  in  answer  Si54fa,  in 
page  430,  you  have  contrasted  your  assumed  price  of  Is.  6d. 
with  the  Company's  average  price  of  the  whole  period,  as 
stated  by  you  in  the  first  line  of  the  statement  in  page  429,  and 
consequently  that  the  comparison  which  you  have  made  must  be 
fisillaciousin  its  results? — My  comparison  under  the  head  <<  Se- 
condly," with  the  Company's  prices,  is  introduced  incidentally. 
The  actual  comparison  which  I  have  rested  upon  is  the  ''  first " 
comparison,  wherein  the  rate  of  exchange  m  China,  and  the 
sale  price  of  the  Company  in  this  country,  are  taken  for  one 
and  the  same  period.  When  I  was  examined  upon  this  sub- 
ject on  Thursday,  I  observed  that  I  really  could  not  exactly, 
comprehend  the  exact  connection  that  was  endeavoured  to  be 
established  between  the  rate  of  exchange  in  China  and  the  sale 
price  in  this  country,  because  these  two  thmgs  are  governed  by 
very  distinct  causes.  If  a  private  merchant  cannot  get  U.  6d^ 
for  his  tea  in  this  country,  he  must  take  less  or  else  hold  the 
commodity.  The  sale  price  in  this  country  will  always  be  go- 
verned by  the  sute  of  demand  and  supply.  As  to  the  rate  of 
exchange  in  China,  when  it  is  quoted  at  ds.,  I  take  that  to  be 
a  perfectly  arbitrary  rate  of  exchange ;  the  exchanges  quoted 
in  private' letters  from  Canton  are  very  frequently  stated  to  be 
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17  May  1830.  perfectly  nominal.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  rate  of  exchange  m 
": —         China  regulated  by  the  same  rules  that  gOTem  the  rates  of  ex* 

M>  K^anh,  ^i^Qg^  between  the  different  countries  in  Europe ;  but  I  do 
conceivci  and  I  think  it  will  be  proved,  if  the  trade  should  ever 
be  thrown  open  to  China,  that  the  dollar  can  never  rise  to  that 
amount  again ;  it  will  probably  be  confined  within  the  limits  of 
from  is.  to  is.  6</^  the  real  par  being  4fS.  3d.f  and  in  all  proba- 
bility nearer  to  the  real  par  than  Uie  utmost  extent  of  those 
limits ;  and  if  the  trade  had  been  thrown  open  for  the  whole  of 
the  period  alluded  to  in  this  second  comparison,  I  for  one  must 
be  of  opinion  that  the  exchange  never  would  have  exceeded 
those  limits ;  I  therefore  think  that  I  was  justified  in  introducing 
this  second  comparison  in  the  way  I  have  done  it  here,  more  as 
an  incidental  comparison  than  as  a  real  comparison,  such  as  that 
which  is  introduced  under  the  first  head. 

5S29.  Tou  are  aware  that  a  great  part  of  the  purchssei 
made  at  Canton  on  American  account  are  effected  by  doUars 
sent  out  from  this  country  or  fromlAmerica ;  what  does  that 
dollar  cost  the  parties  in  China  who  send  it  out  ? — The  price 
at  which  they  can  procure  it  in  America,  with  the  usual  chaigei 
of  exporting  it  to  Cnina.  But  the  Americans,  who  were  formeriy 
in  the  habit  of  conveying  dollars  alone  to  China  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  investments,  and  for  the  obvious  reascm  that  they 
could  not  supply  themselves  with  funds  in  any  other  way,  have 
now  for  a  series  of  years  taken  also  the  manufactured  goods  of 
this  country,  which  they  have  latterly  carried  in  larger  aad 
larger  quantities  to  Canton ;  what,  therefore,  the  dollar  or  the 
tale  costs  them  in  China  I  cannot  exactly  tell. 

5330.  In  your  last  examination  you  said  that  Mr.  Melvilli 
corrected  statements  were  arbitrary,  because  they  contain  pre- 
cisely the  same  sums  as  the  charges  of  interest  and  insurance 
for  each  year ;  have  you  not  done  exactly  the  same  thing  in 
your  statement;  and  if  such  insertions  invalidate  Mr.  Melvill's 
corrections,  is  not  the  conclusion  inevitable  that  your  state- 
ments are  invalidated  by  the  same  cause  ? — When  I  delivered 
in  those  statements  to  the  Committee  I  informed  them  that  I 
had  only  official  documents  for  the  years  1820  and  1821,  to 
refer  to;  having  no  other  than  those  of  1820-1,  I  was  obliged 
to  include  the  charges  contained  in  that  document  as  an  esti- 
mate in  all  the  other  statements  I  delivered  in ;  but  the  case 
was  widely  different  with  Mr.  Melvill :  he  had  all  the  accounts 
of  the  India-House  at  command,  consequently  the  means  of 
stating  the  exact  amount  of  the  Company's  profit  for  each  of 
the  periods  for  which  those  statements  were  given,  instead  of 
which  he  has  adopted  for  every  one  the  same  amount  of  charges 
for  salaries,  charges  in  England,  with  interest  and  insurance, 
which  of  course,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  should  think  in  the 
opinion  of  every  merchant,  roust  invalidate  the  whole  of  his 
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corrected  statements.     Since  those  statements  were  drawn  out  17  M17 183e. 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  other  official  documents,         "~ 
from  which  all  the  charges  on  the  Company's  trade  for  one  year   *'  ^^SJT^ 
may  be  more  accurately  collected,  and  I  could,  if  the  Com- 
mittee desire  it,  deliver  in  a  correction  of  former  statements 
for  the  year  alluded  to;  one  that  I  think  would  at  all  events  be 
a  nearer  approximate  to  the  truth,  that  is,  to  the  real  resulti 
than  any  that  have  yet  been  exhibited. 

5331.  In  correcting  your  statements  would  not  it  be  natural 
for  Mr.  Melvill  to  take  the  same  years  which  you  yourself  had 
taken  ? — Certainly ;  but  when  Mr.  Melvill  came  to  correct 
errors  in  my  statements,  which  I  admitted  from  the  very  begin* 
ning  those  statements  were  liable  to,  I  should  have  thought  it 
reasonable  to  expect  that  he  would  have  produced  an  actual 
statement  of  the  out-turn  of  the  Company's  trade  with  China, 
if  not  with  India,  for  the  years  adverted  to,  and  the  more 
especially  as  no  such  statement  has  ever  yet  been  exhibited  to 
the  public. 

5332.  Although  such  a  statement  would  be  very  valuable, 
would  it  be  a  correction  of  your  particular  statement  ? — If  he 
showed  the  exact  result  of  the  Company's  trade,  and  could 
show  that  there  was  such  a  profit  upon  the  trade  as  he  has 
deduced  from  his  corrected  statement,  then  it  would  be  a 
real  and  satisfactory  correction  of  my  error,  instead  of  the 
fanciful  or  estimated  one  he  has  now  given,  and  which,  in  such 
case,  I  should  be  most  ready  to  acknowledge. 

5333.  You  have  expressed  your  belief  that  the  deduction  to 
be  made  from  the  tea  imported  by  the  Company  for  wastage 
and  allowance  must  exceed  two  per  cent ;  would  not  your 
opinion  be  changed  if  by  official  documents  it  should  appear 
that  you  are  mistaken  ?— Of  course  it  would,  as  r^ards  the 
Company's  importations,  if  the  document  were  complete,  and 
certified  under  official  responsibility. 

6334.  As  you  in  your  statements  assumed  the  gross  imports 
of  one  year  as  the  quantity  all  accounted  for  in  tlie  sales  of  the 
succeeding  year,  reckoning  the  difference  as  wastage  (in  the 
amount  of  which  you  and  the  Company  are  at  variance),  was 
it  not  proper,  in  correcting  your  statements,  to  bring  to  ac« 
count  the  difference ;  and  should  you  not  now  say  that  this  is 
explanatory  of  the  variation  between  the  sale  Quantity  in  your 
statement,  and  that  introduced  by  Mr.  Melvill,  as  far  as  that 
difference  went  ? — Upon  my  examination  on  Thursday  last  I 
explained  very  particularly  the  grounds  on  which  I  adopted 
lour  per  cent*  as  a  moderate  allowance  for  wastage,  including 
what  IS  called  the  allowance  for  draught  in  this  country.  That 
two  per  cent,  should  cover  those  two  heads  of  wastage  appears 
to  me  almost  incredible ;  more  especially  as  the  allowance  for 
draught,  as  it  is  called,  amounts  to  very  nearly  one  and  a  half 
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17  M«7  1830.  per  cent  of  the  whole  amount ;  and  therefore,  to  suppose  that 
— -         there  has  only  been  one-half  or  two-thirds  per  cent,  of  real 
E^*^   wastage  upon  the  tea  on  the  pamge  home,  is  a  circumstance 
'^*         which  I  cannot  account  for ;  neither  is  it  consistent  with  the 
experience  of  any  private  merchant  who  has  traded  in  tea  that  I 
have  consulted  on  this  head.   I  may  further  add,  that  the  Com- 
pany allow  equal,  on  an  average,  to  about  one-half  per  cent 
on  what  is  called  the  turn  of  the  scale.    These  two  allowances, 
therefore,  are  equal  to  tw,o  per  cent.,   leaving  nothing  /or  wast- 
age on  the  passage  home,   or  until  the  period  of  its  being 
weighed  off  to  the  buyers ;  a  period  generally  of  twenty  months 
to  two  years. 

5535.  You  have  alluded  to  the  allowance  for  draught  by  that 
term ;  do  you  not  mean  the  allowance  made  by  the  East-India 
Company  to  the  retail  dealers  for  the  wastage  whidi  they  may 
aufier  in  retailing  their  teas  ?— That  may  be  the  motive ;  but 
the  allowance  is  granted  to  buyers  at  the  public  sales,  and 
amounts,  as  I  have  explained,  to  one  pound  upon  every  chest, 
besides  what  ib  allowed  for  the  turn  of  the  scale. 

5536.  Do  you  compute  that  one  pound  for  every  chest  would 
amount  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  ? — A  chest  of  blad^  tea 
weighs  about  70  pounds  on  the  average,  a  chest  of  green  tea 
about  60  pounds;  therefore  one  pound  allowed  upon  those 
chests  is  equal  to  something  more  than  one  and  a  third  per  cent. 

5337.  You  have  included  in  your  statement,  in  page  425,  in 
answer  to  question  3435a,  as  charges,  interest  on  the  Company^s 
own  capital  as  well  as  dividend  to  the  proprietors ;  are  you  not 
aware  that  any  interest  which  the  Company's  capital  may  have 
earned  must  form  part  of  the  fund  which  the  law  (53  Geo.  III. 
c.  155,  s.  57,  called  the  Appropriation  Clause^  has  made  appli- 
cable to  the  charge  of  the  dividend  ;  and  that  therefore  to  charge 
the  interest  and  the  dividend  is  to  charge  the  same  thing  twice  ? 
—I  have  already  explained  to  the  Committee  my  reason  for 
giving  in  the  statements  which  I  did  upon  my  former  examina- 
tion, and  which  were  merely  prepared  to  ascertain  whether  the 
received  opinion  was  correct  as  to  the  net  profits  of  the  Com- 
pany's China  trade  being  sufficient,  not  only  to  pay  the  interest 
on  home  bond-debts  and  the  dividends  in  this  country,  but  to 
aid  the  territorial  department  with  occasionally  large  advances. 
From  my  own  inspection  of  the  official  documents  before  the 
public,  I  was  unable  to  draw  the  same  conclusion  :  on  tlie  con- 
trary, it  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  but  a  small  amount  of 
net  profit  on  the  Company's   China  trade;  and  at  that  time, 
having  no  means  from  official  documents  of  ascertaining  the 
results  of  the  India  trade,  I  was  obliged  to  confine  myself  to  the 
profit  which  appeared  to  result  from  the  China  trade.     I  was 
consequently  at  a  loss  to  conceive  where  the  Company  could 
obtain  i'unds  for  the  payment  of  those  two  items,  unless  it  were 
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from  the  revenues  of  India ;  and  on  drawing  out  my  statement  17  May  1S30. 

fipom  the  only  official  documents  then  before  me,  to  show  what         -77^ 

the  net  profit  on  that  trade  was,  I  had  reason  to  be  confirmed  in    ^'  ^^^'^ 

my  belief.    In    that  statement  I  included,  as  I  believe  every         ^' 

merchant   would  do,  interest,  and  precisely  the  same  sum  of 

interest  which  is  charged  upon  the  concern  where  the  Company 

make  up  a  sum  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  regulate  their 

upset  prices  of  the  teas.     I  took  that  as  the  charge  for  interest 

upon  the  transaction,  although  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  much 

larger  sum  ought  to  be  charged  for  interest  upon  mercantile 

principles*    I  have  explained  to  the  Committee,  that  according 

to  the  principle  laid  down  by  Mr.  Melvill  himself,  in  his  answer 

421^8,  wherein  he  admits  that  interest  on  mercantile  principles 

should  be  charged  from  the  time  of  the  first  expenditure  to  the 

time  when  the  sale  proceeds  of  the  teas  are  r^dized,  that  the 

penbd  which  these  sums  had  to  run  was  upwards  of  three  years 

mstead  of  eighteen  montlis,  which  he  admits  in  another  part  of 

his  examination   to   be   the  time  for  which  interest  has  been 

charged ;  I  should   therefore   say,  that  upon  a  fair  mercantile 

statement  of  this  account  a  much  larger  sum  of  interest  is  fairly 

debatable  to  it ;  notwithstanding  which,  I  have  only  taken,  at 

before  mentioned,  the  sum  of  interest  which  I  found  in  the 

official   documents.     As    to    its  being  twice   charged  in  this 

account,  that  I  presume  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  the  case,  if 

my  position  is  correct,  that  the  whole  of  the  prime  cost  must 

have  been  originally  borrowed  from  the  revenues.    Indeed  the 

documents  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  this  day  go  a 

great  way  in  support  of  this  fact ;  and  if  this  sum  has  been  so 

borrowed  firom  the  revenues,  which  revenues  are  now  charged 

with  the  interest  upon  the  whole  of  what  is  called  the  territorial 

debt,  interest  in  this  point  of  view  is  fairly  chargeable  upon  this 

prime  cost  as  due  to  the  revenues,  and  therd^ore  it  is  not  a 

double  entry,  as  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  items  of  interest 

on  the  home  bond-debt  and  dividends  on  stock,  which  are  paid' 

to  other  parties  in  this  country. 

53S8.  If,  as  a  merchant,  you  were  called  upon  to  return  ad 
account  of  the  profit  and  loss  in  a  distant  adventure,  and  you 
returned  that  account  without  debiting  the  account  for  interest 
upon  the  capital  employed,  or  without  debiting  it  for  the 
premium  of  insurance  incurred,  supposing  you  were  your  own 
underwriter,  should  you  not  conceive  that  such  statement  of 
profit  and  loss  would  be  a  fallacious  one  ?  —  Perfectly  so.  The 
interest  is  fairly  chargeable  upon  the  amount  of  the  prime  cost ; 
because,  even  if  it  was  a  portion  of  the  capital  of  a  private  mer- 
chant, it  is  so  much  deducted  from  the  capital  that  was  other- 
wise prevously  beneficially  employed,  and  therefore  deprives  him 
of  the  means  of  making  tnat  interest  upon  the  whole  amount  of 
his  capital  which  he  otherwise  would  do.  If  that  interest  is 
returned  to  him  at  alli  it  must  be  returned  out  of  the  sale  pro- 
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17  May  1830.  ceeds  of  the  ^oods ;  and  therefore,  to  credit  it  as  Mr.  MdviU 
--; —         has  done  in  this  statement  twice,  is  in  my  opinion,  an  erroneooi 
^*  '^^^'^*  entry ;  at  all  events  as  regards  a  profit  aind  loss  account. 

5339.  Should  you  not  conceive  that  it  is  the  custom,  as  wd! 
as  the  duty  of  any  mercantile  man,  who  becomes  his  own  under- 
writer,  in  keeping  his  books,  to  keep  an  account  of  the  piofits 
of  underwriting,  or  the  loss  of  underwriting,  separate  entirdy 
from  the  particular  adventures  upon  which  he  underwrites  ?— 
That  is  precisely  what  I  have  already  explained  in  commenting 
upon  Mr.  Melvill's  insertion  here  of  a  credit  on  account  df 
insurance.  In  a  former  examination  I  have  stated  that  this  sum 
which  he  has  credited,  £44,593,  for  the  amount  saved  by  the 
Company  in  the  mode  of  effecting  their  insurance,  hi^  no 
business  whatever  here ;  it  should  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
underwriting  account ;  and  if  that  account  exhibits  a  balance 
in  favour,  it  is  of  course  the  underwriter's  profit ;  but  if  the 
balance  is  unfavourable,  as  is  often  the  case,  it  is  then  an  actual 
loss ;  at  all  events,  this  credit  item  has  no  business  here.  I 
should  also  say  the  same  of  interest.  I  believe  that  most 
merchants  on  a  large  scale  keep  an  interest^account.  I  know 
that  I  do  ;  and  in  such  a  case  as  the  one  here  stated,  I  shookl 
Carry  the  interest  gained  on  the  transaction  to  the  credit  of 
interest-account ;  and  if  the  interest-account  exhibited  a  balance 
in  favour,  that  balance  would  be  a  profit,  but  not  otherwise. 

5340.  Should  you  not  consider  that  the  interest  on  the 
Company's  capital  was  to  be  considered  as  a  receipt  that  was  to 
be  made  applicable  to  the  charge  of  the  dividend  ? — Certainly,  if 
interest  is  gained  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned,  and  gained  on 
the  employment  of  real  capital ;  but  in  the  case  before  us  interest 
would  be  chargeable,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  portion  of 
capital  which  is  employed  in  the  China  trade,  since  the  capital 
would  be  losing  so  much  interest  during  the  time  this  portion  of 
it  was  so  employed,  and  if  returned  it  must  come  out  of  the 
sale  proceeds  of  the  goods ;  it  cannot  be  gained  in  any  other 
way. 

5341.  You  know  that  previously  to  1813  the  accounts  of  the 
Company's  territory  and  trade  were  made  up  together ;  but 
that  by  the  64th  section  of  the  Act  of  53  Geo.  III.  c.  155,  they 
have  since  that  period  been  separated,  and  are  now  kept  quite 
distinct ;  do  you  not  also  know  that  the  annual  accounts  frsjued 
upon  that  law  of  separation  show  a  very  large  amount  of  assets 
belonging  to  the  commerdal  branch,  and  is  not  this  large 
amount  shown  at  pages  61  and  62  of  the  papers  as  to  the 
finances  of  India,  presented  by  the  King's  command  ?^-I  know 
that  the  Act  of  1813  required  a  complete  separation  of  the 
territorial  and  commercial  accounts,  but  the  public  have  never 
^een  yet  such  statements  of  the  commercial  account  as  would 
satisfy  a  mercantile  man  as  to  the  real  result  of  the  Company's 
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commercial  concerns.  In  respect  to  those  assets  which  are  .17  May  1830. 
enumerated  in  the  voucher  No.  25  of  these  papers,  I  perceive  ^~ 
that  some  of  them  are  stated  at  a  valuation,  of  whidi  I  iiave  no  ^  ^^«w*» 
means  of  forming  an  accurate  opinion  ;  they  may  be  exactly 
valued,  or  ttkey  may  be  undervalued  or  overvalued.  I  therefore 
Cake  these  amounts  to  be  no  criterion  of  the  Company's  com- 
mercial capital,  more  especially  as  one  of  tlie  items  contained 
In  it,  viddtteit  £8,142»103,  is  there  given  in  very  vague  terms, 
for  there  is  a  note  of  reference  from  it  at  the  bottom  of  this 
account,  which  contains  this  remark :  '<  This  balance  is  subject 
to  reduction  by  the  amount  of  advances  made  in  India  from  the 
territorial  branch  to  the  commercial  branch  in  the  Indian  official 
year  1827-8.  The  documents  whereby  the  amount  of  these 
advances  is  to  be  ascertained  have  not  as  yet  been  received  from 
India,  but  which  it  is  estimated  may  amount  to  £3,124,900| 
which  will  leave  a  balance  due  to  the  commerce  of  £5,017,208, 
including  interest."  This,  therefore,  is  at  best  but  a  mere 
estimate.  Of  the  remaining  items  of  this  account,  If  my  view 
of  the  state  of  the  Company's  finances  be  correct,  the  whole  or 
the  greater  part  of  the  otner  items  must  have  been  furnished  from 
the  territorial  revenues. 

5342.  Are  you  able  to  state  how  fyr  the  division  of  chaigcss 
ordered  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  diarter  under  Uie 
heads  of  Political  and  Commercial^  has  been  such  as  to  chai^ 
commerce  only  with  the  charge  which  as  a  noerchant  you 
would  admit;  and  is  not  an  examination  of  each  item  necessary 
before  any  person  can  give  a  correct  opinion  on  the  result  of 
chose  public  accounts  between  territory  and  commerce? — I 
bave  seen  no  such  account  yet  that  would  satisfy  a  com- 
merctal  man  as  to  the  real  out-turn  of  the  Company's  com- 
mercial concerns,  or  whether  they  included  all  those  charges 
which  a  private  merchant  would  put  upon  such  an  account ; 
and  I  have  always  thought  it,  ana  sdll  think  it  is  most  highly 
desirable  that  such  an  account  should  be  laid  before  tl»e 
public,  for  without  it  all  conclusions  that  may  be  drawn  from 
accounts  which  have  been  produced  are  liable  to  error  on  the 
part  of  any  private  individual  who  may  take  Che  trouble  to 
examine  them. 

5343.  Will  you  look  at  No.  25  of  the  accounts  before  the 
Committee,  and  state  whether  the  results  at  the  bottom  of  that 
account,  ubder  the  head  of  Commercial  Credits  at  home  and 
afloat  outward,  can  be  depended  upon  as  a  correct  account  by 
which  the  actual  state  of  the  Company's  affiiirs  can  be  judged 
of  ?— I  cannot  draw  any  satisfactory  conclusions  from  this  state- 
ment. 

5344.  Will  vou  state  the  grounds  of  your  opinion  that  no 
accurate  conclusion  can  be  formed  of  the  accuracy  of  this 
account?—!  have  remarked  upon  one  item,  which  is  very 

5  E 
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17M<iy18ra.  Tfiguely  Stated  in  this  accouDti  OM^e/tcet,  the  som  of  £8»142»109. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  body,  without  having  the  accounts  of 

jl.  Rickardh    ||ie  India-House  before  him,  to  judge  of  the  entire  accuracy  of 

^'         this  item.    There  are  other  items  upon  which  a  Taluation  is 

placed ;  and  I  submit  to  the  Committee  whether  It  is  possible 

for  any  private  individual  to  judge  of  the  entire  accurary  of  that 

valuation. 

5S45.  Does  not  the  very  fact  of  this  note,  m  addition  to  the 
item  of  £8,142,103,  prove  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany to  give  the  best  mformation  to  the  House  that  it  is  in  their 
power  to  give  ? — ^I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  great  respectability 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  they  are  perfectly  disposed  to 
give  evenr  information  that  can  be  desired  by  the  Committee, 
and  to  give  that  information  accurately ;  but  I  mutt  repeat  that 
that  information  is  not  yet  before  the  public. 

5346.  Does  not  this  note  refer  to  a  sum  of  £3,124,900 
which  may  be  estimated  to  be  paid  to  the  commerce,  and  which 
is  not  pretended  to  be  an  actual  statement  ?— -Still  it  is  only  an 
estimate;  and  an  estimate,  I  maintain,  is  of  no  kind  of  value  in 
an  actual  cash  statement. 

5347.  Do  you  consider  that  the  sum  <^  £1,207,560,  being 
the  value  of  3  per  cent,  reduced  stock  belomring  to  the  Com- 
pany,  is  not  an  actual  asset  in  their  hands  ? — That  of  course  is. 

5346.  Is  not  the  cash  balance  an  actual  asset  ? — I  presume 
it  is. 

5349.  Is  not  the  amount  of  goods  sold,  not  paid  for,  actual 
cash  statements  ? — That  will   depend  upon  whether  they  are 
.     paid  for  or  not.    They  may  be  sold  for  the  amount  stated,  but 
the  payment  is  not  realized. 

5850.  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  Company  to  part  with  thefr 
goods  till  they  are  paid  for  ? — In  that  respect  the  Company's 
sales  are  conducted  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  ;  but  it  oftei 
happens  that  goods  retained  in  the  way  that  the  question  sup- 
poses in  the  Company's  warehouses,  till  paid  for,  have  never 
been  cleared  by  the  purchasers,  and  a  loss  has  accrued  upon 
the  resale  of  them. 

5351.  Can  ^ou  state  whether  that  is  not  an  accidental  cir- 
cumstance arising  out  of  the  depression  of  prices  which  has 
recently  taken  place? — It  depends  more  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  buyer  at  the  time. 

5352.  Admitting,  as  you  do,  that  those  several  items  are 
actual  cash  statements,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 

other  items  are  equally  those  which  can  be  depended  upon  ? 

How  for  example  can  a  private  individual,  like  myself,  say  with 
precision  what  the  value  of  the  goods  in  England  unsold  is,  or 
of  the  exports,  or  of  almost  all  the  other  items?     What  can  I 
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•ay  is  the  value  of  the  ships,  sloops,  and  vessels,  exclusive  of  ^^^^T  1830. 
those  stationed  abroad,  and  the  value  of  the  Cast-India  House  j;.  P'rhtrit 
and  warehouses?  They  may  produce  the  sums  stated  in  these  '  ~  ' 
accounts,  or  they  may  not* 

5353.  Is  not  a  private  merchant  in  die  habit  of  valuing  his 
property  per  estimate  ? — He  is  ;  but  then  the  private  merchant 
will  probably  well  know  the  real  value  of  his  own  property,  when 
he  cannot  be  expected  to  know  the  value  of  other  persons*. 

5354.  Is  not  the  Company  in  the  situation  of  individuals, 
likely  to  know  the  value  of  their  own  property? — Certainly  they 
ought  to  know  the  value  of  their  own  property,  and  they  may 
have  placed  an  accurate  valuation  upon  it ;  but  in  respect  to 
property  of  this  kind,  even  a  private  individual  is  frequently 
greatly  deceived  by  valuing  it  at  a  rate  which  will  never  be 
realized  when  it  comes  to  be  disposed  of. 

5355.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Company  have  less  means 
of  valuing  their  property  than  a  private  individual  has?— No; 
but  I  say  that  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  this  valua- 
tion is  correct  or  not. 

5356.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  it  ?— I  have  no  means  of 
judging. 

5357.  For  instance:  how  would  ^ou  understand,  or  how 
would  any  merchant  understand  this  item,  **  value  of  goods 
unsold  in  England ;''  may  it  not  mean  either  goods  unsold 
valued  at  the  cost  price,  or  goods  unsold  valued  at  the  pro- 
bable sale  price,  or  goods  unsold,  valued  with  a  profit  upon 
them  ;  or  is  there  any  means  of  ascertaining  with  certainty 
what  is  meant  ? — That  is  precisely  one  of  the  items  in  which 
I  feel  that  my  information  is  defective.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  were  I  to  value  those  goods  in  my  own 
hands  in  an  account  of  this  kind,  I  should  value  them  at  the 
invoice  cost ;  whereas  I  judge,  from  the  amount  at  which  they 
are  valued  here,  that  they  are  rated  by  the  East-India  Company 
at  the  expected  sale-prices. 

5.S58.  In  page  208  of  the  Third  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  wnich  sat  upon  Foreign 
Trade  in  1821,  it  is  stated  that  the  China  Trade  was  «  profit- 
ably conducted  bv  the  Company,  and  constituted  their  most 
plentiful  resource  m  aiding  the  administration  of  the  countries 
entrusted  to  their  government."  Do  you,  in  contradiction  to 
the  opinion  stated  in  this  Report,  still  maintain  that  it  is  the 
territory  which  upholds  and  supports  the  trade  ? — My  opinion 
has  been  already  given  upon  that  head,  in  opposition,  as  it  ap- 
pears, to  high  auAorities.  I  cannot,  however,  alter  my  opi- 
nion upon  this  subject,  unless  I  have  proof  of  my  error.  1  ne 
opinions  of  other  persons,  any  more  than  my  own,  do  not 
amount  to  proof;  and  with  all  the  respect  I  entertain  for  the 
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commercial  concerns  of  the  Company? — No,  I  have  not  seen  the  17  May  1830. 
plan.  — — 

5361.  You  have  remarked  upon  certain  discrepancies  in  the         Af. 
accounts  presented  from  the  East-India  House,  and  other  papers 
presented  by  order  of  His  Majesty,  which  are  now  before  this 
Committee ;  are  you  not  aware  that  some  of  those  accounts  art 

for  a  period  of  twentv  years,  and  others  are  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years,  and  tnat  some  are  drawn  up  by  the  officers  of 
the  East-India  House,  and  that  others  are  analyzed  and  put 
together  by  the  Accountant-General  of  the  Commissioners  for 
the  affairs  of  India  ? — The  discrepancies  I  have  chiefly  remariced 
in  the  examination  of  those  accounts  occur  in  the  items  given 
in  for  specific  years :  they  are  in  some  accounts  stated  at  one 
amount  for  a  particular  year,  and  in  other  documents  they  are 
stated  at  anotner  amount. 

5362.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  alluded  to,  that  they  do 
come  from  different  quarters,  and  for  different  periods  ? — I  can- 
not be  aware  of  it  until  it  is  explained.  When  I  spoke  of  dis- 
crepancies, I  alluded  to  such  as  occurred  at  one  and  the  same 
penod.  It  oflen  occurs,  for  example,  that  the  quantity  of  ten 
sold,  and  the  sale-prices  of  those  teas,  are  differently  stated  in 
different  accounts  for  the  same  year. 

5363.  You  have  particularlv  alluded  to  the  sum  of  £550,866, 
which  Mr.  Melvill  has  insertea  for  freight  on  tea  exported  from 
Canton  in  1827-8,  and  the  sum  of  £647,319  stated  m  an  offidal 
account  dated  the  17th  March  1830 ;  are  you  aware  that  the 
dScial  statement  in  question  comprises  the  freight  accounts  of 
the  ships  which  arrived  in  EngUmd  in  1827,  and,  therefore, 
that  cannot  correspond  with  Mr.  Melvill's  account  of  freight, 
chargeable  on  tea  exported  from  Canton  in  1827  ;  and  do  you 
not  observe,  in  reference  to  No.  32  of  the  printed  papers,  that 
the  quantity  of  tea  exported  in  1826-7  was  much  laiger  than  the 
quantity  exported  in  1827-8 ;  that  the  quantity  in  1826-7  was 
38,567,525  Dounds  weight,  and  in  1827-8  was  only  31,593,176 

rnds,  ana  does  not  therefore  this  difference  of  quantity  account 
the  great  difference  in  freight  ?->!  cannot  possibly  account 
for  the  discrepancy  in  this  respect  from  the  account  before  me, 
because  no  such  account  as  that  stated  in  the  question  is  given 
here;  the  reason  for  that  discrepancy  may  be  the  one  bow 
explaraed ;  but  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
MelvilFs  corrected  statement  of  1827-8,  that  he  gives  us 
31,593,176  pounds  as  the  amount  of  tea  exported  from  Canton, 
whilst  the  freight  and  demurrage  upon  that  quantity  being 
£550,866  only,  is  different  from  the  amount  of  the  freiglit 
chained  in  No.  19  of  the  Accounts  and  Papers  delivered  in  to 
the  Select  Committee  in  1830,  which  is  given  at  £647,319,  and 
expressly  stated  to  be  the  <<  freight  from  China  to  England" 
in  that  year,  and  to  be  the  **  actual  amount"  in  that  as  m  the 
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17  UMf  1830.  Other  years  of  that  account.    I  must  dierefore  still  infer  diat 

the  insertion  of  Mr.  Melvill's  corrected  statement  is  an  esti- 

M.  ItfcAardc,   mate,  or  a  discrepancy  requiring  to  be  reconciled* 

5364.  But  you  are  aware  that  one  sum  applies  to  the  quanti^ 
of  tea  exported  in  1827,  and  that  the  other  is  supposed  to 
apply  to  the  Quantity  of  tea  imported  in  1827  ? — The  sum  (tf 
£550,866  for  freight  and  demurrage  is  expressly  stated  m  Mr. 
Melvill's  statements  to  apply  to  the  quantity  of  tea  ex/iortei/ from 
Canton  in  1827-8. 

5365.  The  two  quantities  being  very  different  in  the  subse- 
ouent  years? — Yet  the  sum  before  mentioned  is  appUed  in 
Uiis  statement  unauestionably  to  the  amount  or  quantity  of 
£31,593,176  lbs.  or  tea,  and  can  be  applied  to  nothing  else. 

5366.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  freights  are  not  paid  at  the 
same  time  that  the  goods  are  sold,  that  they  are  occasionally 
paid  before  the  goods  arrive  in  port? — That  does  not  alter  my 
view  of  Mr.  Melvill's  statement,  for  which  we  have  his  eiqmai 
words. 


Javis,  2(ydie  Maii  1830. 


ROBERT  RICKARDS,  Esq.  again  called  in,  and  examined. 

20  May  1830.  5367.  Have  you,  since  you  delivered  in  your  statements 
R  m^iL^  ^^  ^^^  trade  to  China,  which  have  been  observed  upon  by 
£sg.  '  ^^'  Melvill,  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  returns 
subsequently  laid  before  this  Committee,  purporting  to  be 
the  real  charges  on  the  China  trade  during  die  years  lor 
which  your  statements  were  oflTered  ? — I  have  examined  state- 
ments to  that  effect  numbered  18  and  19,  in  the  series  of  ac- 
counts and  papers  dated  March  1830,  and  which  contain  the 
charges  alluded  to  from  the  year  1823-4  to  1828-9  inclusive. 

5368.  How  far  do  those  returns  support  the  accounts  you  have 
given  in  ? — I  must  repeat,  with  reference  to  those  accounts  and 
statements,  that  in  their  present  state  they  lead  to  no  sau's&c- 
tory  conclusions;  in  other  words,  that  they  afford  not  the 
means  of  coming  at  the  real  result  of  the  Company's  trade. 
It  is  only  a  general  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  them ; 
I  stated  as  much  upon  my  first  examination ;  and  with  refer- 
ence to  the  statements  I  then  and  subsequently  delivered  in  to 
this  Committee,  Mr.  Melvill  has  since  been  at  pains  to  refute 
my  statements  by  a  series  of  what  are  termed  corrected  state- 
ments; and  as  these  corrected  statements  may  lead  cursory 
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observers  still  to  suppose  that  the  profit  on  the  China  trade  is  201C»7l830. 
as  large  as  it  has  been  generally  reported  to  be,  although  from  ~" 
roy  analyis  of  these  corrected  statements  it  is  quite  obvious  that  ^'  '^^**^ 
the  balances  they  exhibit  are  not  even  an  approximation  to  true  ^' 
results,  I  prepared  subsequently,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  ano- 
ther statement,  founded  on  the  explanations  given  by  Mr.  Mel- 
vill  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  as  to  what  constituted  the  item  prime  cost 
in  the  Company's  accounts,  and  the  result  is  contained  in  the 
two  short  statements  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Committee,  I  will  now  deliver  in.  No.  1 
is  drawn  out  according  to  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the 
Company's  financial  accounts,  and  as  I  think  a  merchant  would 
draw  out  a  regular  profit  and  loss  account  of  any  particular 
transaction  ;  the  other  is  drawn  out  precisely  on  the  prin* 
ciples  contended  for  by  Mr.  Melvill  in  his  corrected  statements, 
in  which  the  item  of  interest  is  altogether  omitted,  and  only  a 
small  estimated  sum  of  one  per  cent,  included  for  insurance.  I 
bave  selected  for  those  statements  the  year  1827-8,  and  the  sales 
of  1828-9,  because  in  those  years  we  have,  in  the  official  docu- 
ments upon  the  table,  a  sale  amount  of  tea  corresponding  with 
that  which  was  imported  in  the  preceding  year,  allowing  only 
four  per  cent,  for  wastage  and  draught  and  turn  of  the  scale, 
which,  from  the  explanation  I  gave  on  my  last  examination 
before  this  Committee,  I  take  to  be  a  moderate  allowance  ;  all 
the  other  items  of  this  account  are  taken  from  the  official  docu- 
ments which  1  have  particularly  referred  to  on  the  face  of  the 
account. 

5369.  What  is  the  result  ?^The  total  deficiency,  includ- 
ing the  loss  on  the  India  trade,  which  1  had  not  before  the 
means  of  ascertaining  on  the  authority  of  any  official  docu- 
ments, amounts  to  £999,935,  and  the  deficiency  on  No.  2  to 
iC787,195. 

5370.  Do  you  mean  that  as  compared  with  the  deficiency 
shown  in  your  third  statement  ? — This  is  the  deficiency  on  the 
statement  made  out  after  the  explanations  given  in  by  Mr. 
Melvill  and  Mr.  Lloyd  as  to  the  items  of  charge  which  I  had 
in  my  previous  statements  ignorantly  added  to  '<  prime  cost,** 
but  which  I  find  now  ought  to  be  included  in  that  heterogeneous 
compound. 

[^The  Accounts  referred  to  noere  delivered  in  and  read,  as 
Jbliotvs  .•] 
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1827-8. 

No.  l.«»ATATBifEMTof  the  Gotland  Ghaiget  oo  Teocxportad  from 
ftom  (bo  yior  1827-8,  with  the  Silo  Amooot  of  a  oonrn 
■old  at  the  Oompa^f*aSaie  in  1828-9;  abowing  also 
Broita  on  the  Company*a  Conunercial  TVaiwartione  to  defray 
ment  of  the  DiTideiids  on  Stock,  and  the  Inteieat  on  the  " 
Debt. 


of 

tfaePk^ 

Bead 


Goft,1827-8,of31,593,17€ 
Ibe.  of  tea  exported  from 
CSuiton,  ai  per  No.  32 
of  Papers  relating  to  the 
TnMie  with  India  and 
China,  4th  Jane  1829.. 

Rreigfat  and  demunage,  ai 
per  No.  19  of  '*  Ac 
oountaand  R^iert,*'  de- 
livered in  to  the  Select 
Committee,  1830    .... 

Salariei  and  emoloments 
to  fopraeaigoee  and 
others,  ai  per  No.  18  of 
ditto 

Charges  in  England,  as 
per  19  ditto 

Interest,  as  per  ditto  • .  •  • 

Insoranoe,  as  per  ditto  •  • 
Flofit*  ...•••• 

£ 

Interest  on  home  bond- 
debts  for  1828-9,  as  per 
No.  21  of  Papers,  &c., 
Feb.  1830   

Dividends  on  stock,  per 
ditto 


Deficiency  brot^^fat  down . 
Loss  on  India  trade,  as 
per  No.  4  of  Papers 
delivered  in  to  the 
Select  Committee, 
Marchl830 

Total  deficiency . .  £ 


,981,419 


647^19 


69,195 

205,537 

243,234 

61,281 

319,072 


3,527,057 


158,124 
629,071 


787,195 


468,123 


531,812 


Sale  amount  of  30,269,508 
lba.oftea  in  1828.9,  aa 
per  No.  41  of  Papcn 
relatiog  to  the  Tnule 
with  India  and  China, 
Febnuu7l830^  Iteinga 
quantity  with  the  al- 
lowance of  about  4  per 
oent.  for  wastsge,  equal 
to  that  puxchaaed  in 
1827-8.. 


3,527,057 

I 


j  Profit  brought  down 
Deficiency  ••.. 


3,527,057 


319,072, 
468,123 


787,195 


999,935; 
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1827.8.                                                        20  Maj  1830 
No.  2.—8TATCMBMT  of  the  C<»t  tnd  Sales  of  Tel^  «cc.  the  Mune  as  the     ^   ^,  . 
pracwUng  Statement,  but  dnwn  oot  according  to  Mr.  MelvUl'a  View  of    *"•  '^^'^^ 
the  Account,  and  the  Principle  adopted  in  hii  Corrections.                                ^* 

Priae  cost,  &c.  vide  pre-  !       £. 
ceding  statement 1.98L419 

statement • 

£. 

3,527,057 

715,234 

4,242,291 

Freight    and    demurrage, 
ditto 

Salaries  and  emoluments, 
&c.,  ditto 

i    647^19 

69,195 
205,537 

19,814 

531,812 

Deficiency 

£ 

Charges  in  England,  ditto 

Insurance,  (ny  1  percent.) 

estimated 

Loss  on  the  India  trade, 
vide  precedmg  statement 

Dividends  and  interest  on 
home  bond-debt,  as  per 
preceding  statement  .. 

3,455,096 
787,195 

£ 

4,242,291 

5371.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  deliver  in 
these  statements  in  corroboration  of  the  opinions  you  hare 
formed,  and  the  statements  you  have  previously  given  in  ?— 
As  far  as  regards  a  general  conclusion,  they  certainly  do  con- 
firm my  former  opinion  ;  but  I  must  observe  upon  those  state- 
ments that  they  appear  to  me,  as  I  have  always  observed  from 
the  commencement,  to  be  of  little  value  besides. 

5372.  To  what  statements  do  you  refer  ? — My  own,  and  the 
whole  of  them  :  all  the  statements  that  have  been  laid  before 
the  Committee. 

5373.  State  the  reasons  why  you  place  little  value  upon 
them  ?  —  Because,  in  all  the  official  documents  which  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting,  there  is  no  such  a  thing  as  a  re- 
gular mercantile  account  of  the  profit  and  loss  on  the  Company's 
Indian  or  China  trade,  such  as  a  respectable  merchant  of  the 
Qty  of  LfOndon,  or  a  professional  accountant,  would  approve  ; 
and  until  a  statement  of  that  description  is  laid  before  tne  pub* 
lie,  which  I  think  the  public  have  a  right  to  expect,  no  satis- 
factory conclusion  can  be  drawn  as  to  Uie  real  profit,  or  other- 
wise, of  the  Company's  trade.  It  is  on  this  account,  I  say,  that 
estimates,  particularly  such  as  are  framed  from  imperfect  data, 
must  always  be  considered  of  little  comparative  value. 

5374.  The  Committee  are  to  understand  that  those  statements 
made  up  by  you  are  not  considered  of  any  great  importance,  be- 
cause the  data  or  documents  supplied  by  the  Inaia-House  do 

5  F 
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20  M«7  IfM*  not  appear  to  you  to  be  full  and  complete  ?— Exactly  so ;  ihej 
"": —         only  lead  to  the  general  conclusion  with  which  I  tet  out  upon 
B.  ^ardM,  ^^  ^^^  examination  before  this  Committee,  that  there  does 
^'         not  appear,  fh>m  any  thing  that  has  been  hitherto  published^  a 
sufficiency  of  profit  on  any  portion  of  the  Company's  commer- 
cial concerns  to  defray  certain  charges  in  this  country.    Thia 
conclusion  is  moreover  strongly  confirmed  to  my  mind,  and  I 
think  will  be  obvious  to  other  persons,  from  merely  reflecting 
on  the  following  circumstances.    Let  any  person  acquainted 
with  the  course  of  mercantile  affisurs»  and  the  admitted  ftct  of 
an  universal  depression  of  profits  ever  since  the  dose  of  the 
last  war,  and  the  difficulties  which  private  merchants  have  ex- 
perienced in  realizing  even  moderate  profits  upon  concerns  car- 
ried on  with  the  most  rigorous  economy ;  let   th«>8e  facts,  I  say, 
be  compared  with  the  known  mode  m  which  the  Company's 
trade  is  carried  on ;  the  ^at  establishments  kept  up  at  tne 
India-House   for  commercial  purposes ;  the  magnificent  esta- 
blishment at  Canton,   the  equally  magnificent  establiahments 
spread  all  over  India  for  commercial  purposes ;    the  fre»fats 
paid  by  the  Company  upon  their  ship[ung,  averaging,  aoccvding 
to  one  official  document  upon  this  table,  £21.  1&  per  ton,  and 
in  another  between  £18  and  £19  per  ton,  for  doing  that  whidi 
a  private  merchant  would  accomplish  for  firom  £8  to  £10  per 
ton ;  and  likewise  the  very  high  rate  at  which  the  Company 
have  on  all  occasions  paid  for  their  goods  both  in  India  and  m 
China ;  and  if  he  can,  after  combinmg  all  those  Sm^  conceive 
it  possible  for  the  Coionpany  to  realize  any  thing  like  a  profit 
upon  their  trade,  he  must  have  other  ways  of  computing  profit 
to  any  which  I  am  acquainted  with ;  but  whether  the  Company 
realize  a  profit  upon  their  trade  or  not  is,  in  my  estimation,  of 
little  comparative  importance.    The  great  question,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  considered  upon  this  occasion  is  that  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  impressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
at  my  first  examination,  vtz.  the  immense  advantages  which 
must  unquestionably  result  to  this  country,  and  to  ttie  eastern 
world  at  large,  by  the  single  act  of  opening  the  trade  to  Canton. 
We  have  here  a  question  m  which  the  great  commercial  interests 
of  this  country,  the  manufacturing  interests,  the  shipping  in- 
terests, and,  by  re-action,  the  agricultural  interests,  are  deeply 
involved  ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  of  far  greater  importance  than 
whether  £200,000  or  £800,000  can  be  made  out  more  or  less 
by  the  turning  and  twisting  of  figured  statements. 

5375.  If  all  the  documents  submitted  to  Parliament,  and 
those  which  you  have  seen  that  have  been  submitted  to  this 
Committee,  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  Company,  are  as 
defective  as  you  have  stated,  that  no  merchant  can  make  up  a 
satisfactory  account  from  them  to  show  the  actual  result  and 
profit  and  loss  from  their  commerce,  will  you  state  what  kind  of 
accounts  should  be  furnished  to  enable  the  Committee  correctly 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  of  tbb  HO (J^ OF  COMMONS.  99? 

to  ascertain  what  has  been  the  state  of  their  trade  ?— Exactly  20  May  1630. 
auch  an  account  as  I  have  just  stated  in  a  previous  answer.  ikIZ,*^^ 

5376.  What  sort  of  an   account  do  you  conceive  should  be       *  jt^. 
made  out? — It  should  be  such  an  account  as  a  merchant  would 

draw  out  to  show  the  real  result  of  his  own  affairs. 

5377.  Can  you  give  a  pro  forma  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  account  should  be  kept  ?— It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
give  a  pro  forma  account  here.     Neither  should  I  think  a  pro 

forma  necessary,  if  the  accounts  at  the  India- House  are  kept  as 
mercantile  bpoln  ought  to  be.  From  such  books  there  can  be 
no  difficulty,  I  should  think,  of  preparing  such  an  account  as 
would  satisfy  the  public,  containing  the  actual  outgoings  of  the 
Company  on  one  side,  with  their  receipts  on  the  other-«a 
fair  statement,  in  short,  of  mercantile  transactions,  prepared 
in  mercantile  form  and  on  mercantile  principles,  such  as  any 
merchants  are  accustomed  to  prepare  of  aJi  horn  fide  transactiona. 

5378.  You  are  aware  that  by  the  57th  clause  of  the  Act  of 
53  Geo.  III.  it  is  directed  that  the  profits  on  commerce  should 
be  applied  for  certain  purposes,  the  last  being  that  all  surplus 
ahoiud  go  in  reduction  of  the  principal  of  tne  debt  in  India* 
Are  you  able,  from  the  accounts  before  the  Committee,  to 
show  whether  any  surplus  has  been  handed  over  to  pay  terri- 
torial debt  a^eeably  to  the  Act?— In  account  No.  23  of  the 
Papers  relatmg  to  the  Finances  of  India,  page  49,  there  is  a 
memorandum  at  the  foot  of  that  account  in  the  following  words : 
•— '<  Amount  set  apart  from  surplus  commercial  profits  for  the 
liquidation  of  debt  subsequent  to  the  1st  of  May  1814,  and  not 
deemed  repayable  by  the  territory.**  This,  however,  is  but  a 
simple  memorandum  or  assertion  ;  there  is  nothing  that  I  can 
find  in  these  official  documents  to  show  whence  that  surplus 
commercial  profit  arises ;  and  this  is  another  of  the  many  in- 
stances whicn  constantly  meet  us  of  the  defective  or  imperfect 
state  of  these  accounto.  I  observe  also,  in  respect  to  that  pro- 
fit so  set  apart,  that  in  the  year  1824  it  is  stated  at  £4»754,903 ; 
the  same  sum  is  continued  through  the  years  1825  and  18d6» 
whence  I  conclude  that  there  could  be  no  surplus  profits,  real 
or  estimated,  in  those  years.  In  the  following  year,  1827,  the 
amount  is  stated  at  £4,758,853,  being  a  small  advance  on  the 
preceding  years  of  jC3,950,  whereas  in  the  annual  accounts  laid 
before  P^liament  the  increase  of  1827  over  1826  is  stated  only 
at  £124  or  £125.  This  again  is  one  of  the  many  discrepancies 
which  we  find  in  these  accounts,  which  may  be  capable  of  re- 
concilement by  the  officers  of  the  India- House,  but  which  it  is 
impossible  for  an  individual  to  account  for  from  any  explana- 
tions that  are  here  given ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  say  that 
tboae  accounts  as  now  presented  to  the  public,  do  not  exhibit  so 
satisfactory  a  result  as  the  public  have  a  right  to  expect.  Nei- 
ther can  any  such  precise  result  be  drawn  or  compiled  from  the 
impeifect  infornmtion  they  contain. 


798  EVIDENCE  ON  EAST-INDIA  AFFAIRS: 

20  May  1830.  Mr.  JAMES  LAYTON  called  in,  and  examined, 

jfr.  jTEayiom.     ^'^^^  WiiAT  IS  youT  profession  ?— I  am  a  tea  broker. 

5380.  It  is  your  business  as  a  tea-broi^r  to  i^urdiase  tea  at 
the  East-India  Company's  sales  for  the  wholesale  tea-dealers  of 
this  country  ? — Certainly. 

5381.  In  that  business  you  are  in  the  habit,  at  every  sale  of 
tea,  of  examining  minutely  the  qualities  of  the  different  par- 
cels ? — ^I  am. 

5382.  Were  you  called  upon  to  value  some  samplefl  of  teas 
which  were  brought  from  abroad  ? — Yes. 

5383.  Where  did  you  value  them  ? — At  my  own  countings 
house. 

5384.  From  whom  did  you  receive  them  ?— I  received  them 
from  Mr.  Jones ;  they  were  sent  to  me ;  I  believe  they  came 
from  the  Board  of  Controul. 

5385.  They  were  sent  to  your  office  for  examination  ? — They 
were. 

5386.  Did  you  examine  them  in  company  with  any  other 
tea-broker  ? — ^No ;  by  myself  only. 

5387.  Did  you  give  your  opinion  without  any  concert  witb 
any  other  person? — No;  we  met  aflerwards  and  compared 
notes,  and  gave  a  valuation  of  prices  in  conjunction  with  several 
others ;  there  were  about  a  dozen  more ;  there  were  many  of 
those  teas  imported  by  the  foreign  companies.  I  look  upon  it 
that  we  have  no  such  tea  comes  to  the  Company's  sale,  because 
the  bulk  of  the  teas  that  we  have  consists  chiefly  of  the  general 
qualities  of  bohea  and  congo  tea,  which  form  the  chief  con* 
sumption  of  this  country. 

5388.  Did  the  other  brokers  examine  them  with  you  ? — No, 
each  examined  them  separately  by  their  own  samples ;  there 
were  samples  sent  to  ten  or  a  dozen  different  houses. 

-5389.  For  the  purpose  of  afterwards  fixing  on  prices,  did 
you  afterwards  meet  together  ? — We  met  together  and  comper- 
ed prices,  and  gave  the  result  of  that  to  the  gentleman  who 
sent  the  samples. 

5390.  Was  tlie  result  an  average  ?— Yes,  an  average,  as  nearly 
as  we  could  put  it,  of  what  they  would  have  sold  for  at  the  Com- 
pany's sales. 

5391.  Was  there  much  difference  of  opinion  between  you? 

There  was :  in  the  finer  sort  of  teas  especially. 

5392.  Were  there  in  the  congos  and  boheas  ? — No,  very  lit- 
tle ;  hardly  any  at  all ;  merely  fractional  parts. 

5393.  Were  the  samples  of  sufficient  size  to  enable  you  to 
judge  fairly  of  them  ? — Certainly. 

5394.  Were  the  prices  you  have  affixed  to  the  teas  price« 
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which  you  thought  similar  teat  would  sell  at  at  the  Company's  80  May  1B30. 
•ales,  or  were    they  prices  that  thej  would  sell  at  m  the         ^T 
wholesale  shops?— We  have  no  idea  what  they  sell  at  the  ^^^'^^9^^^ 
wholesale  riiops,  for  they  vary  so  much  by  It.  per  pound ;  but 
we  fixed  it  at  the  price  at  which  we  supposed,  had  they  been  put 
up  by  the  East-India  Company  at  their  sale,  they  would  have 
reached,  subject  of  course  to  the  variation  whether  there  is 
more  or  less  of  the  finer  quality* 

5396.  With  respect  to  the  teas  of  more  general  consumption, 
more  particularly  the  congo  and  bohea,  was  the  price  that  you 
estimated  them  at  with  reference  to  the  last  sale-price  of  the 
Company,  or  with  reference  to  the  actual  market-price  at  the 
time  ? — We  were  obliged  to  reckon  them  at  the  price  we  sup- 
posed they  would  sell  at ;  there  were  several  of  those  qualities 
of  tea  that  the  East-India  Company  do  not  import  on  their  own 
account,  but  which  are  generally  brought  over  by  their  officers, 
who  have  a  private-trade,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  a  liberty  to 
bring  home  such  and  such  qualiUes ;  but  we  cannot  answer  for 
their  qualities  to  compare  them  with  the  Company's  teas.  The 
East-India  Company's  teas  are  always  clean  teas,  and  well  exa- 
mined before  they  come  to  this  country,  which  the  others  are 
not,  for  their  trade  is  by  barter.  In  general  you  cannot  expect 
an  officer  who  goes  out  to  bring  the  dollars ;  but  they  receive 
ao  many  chesu  of  tea  as  Uiey  may  purchase  by  barter.  Of  the 
price  we  know  nothing. 

6S96.  Were  you  told,  when  those  samples  were  delivered  to 
yott,  firom  whence  they  came  ?— No ;  we  were  summoned  by 
Mr.  Jones  to  come  and  see  them  at  the  Board  of  Controul 
Office;  the  number  was  so  great  it  was  impossible  to  form  an 
opinion  of  them  there ;  each  of  the  brokers  had  the  samples 
sent,  and  tasted  them,  as  well  as  examined  them  by  the  ap- 
pearance. 

5397.  Were  you  told  firom  what  part  of  the  world  they  came  ? 
—We  knew  not  from  whence  they  came ;  the  paper  states  them 
to  be  firom  the  continent  of  Europe,  but  does  not  state  firom 
what  countries. 

5398.  As  to  the  teas  of  general  consumption,  particularly  the 
bohea,  congo,  the  hyson,  and  the  twankay,  setting  aside  any  of 
the  teas  of  which  little  is  imported,  were  they  teas  of  the  quali- 
ties used  for  general  consumption,  and,  upon  the  whole,  of  good 
fiur  ^ualit^  ?— Except  the  twankay  tea,  I  think  they  were ;  that 
was  mfenor  to  what  the  Company  usually  have.  The  bohea 
tea  was  rather  inferior,  to  the  extent  of  \d.  QT\\d.  per  pound  ; 
but  that  is  a  tea  not  used,  or  very  rarely,  in  London ;  that  ^oes 
generally  into  the  country,  where  they  are  obliged  to  sell  it  at 
a  lower  price,  particularly  to  the  maninacturers. 

5399.  Was  the  congo  a  fair  quality  ? — It  was  not  so  clean  as 
the  Company's  teas. 
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9i  Mmy  1830.      5400.  What  do  you  mean  by  not  m  dean  at  the  Compaoj  s 

— '^^ teai?— It  had  a  particular  taite»  shewing  that  it  was  not  alto- 

J6-.  /.  XivyAan.  g^|her  SO  well  selected. 

5401.  Some  of  the  congo  is  put  as  high  as  2f.  6i^  a  pound ; 
have  you  roudi  of  the  Company's  congo  that  sells  at  so  hi^  s 
micef — There  is  some  c^  the  Company's  congo  that  seDs  ss 
nigh  as  Sf . 

5402.  Is  the  quality  put  here  at  b .  6dL  a  pound  not  a  good 
quality? — It  is  a  good  quality  of  tea  valued  at  2s.  Sd,  a  pound; 
but  wherever  samples  have  been  ^ketif  and  have  come  from  s 
distance*  they  depreciate^  and  als^  from  the  tea  being  in  paper. 

540S.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  samples  have  not  quite  so 
Mr  a  chance  as  if  they  had  been  drawn  fresh  from  the  chests 
in  the  Company's  warehouses  ?— Decidedly  not. 

5404.  Did  die  manner  of  sendmg  them  put  them  to  some  dis- 
advantage?— ^TeSy  particularly  in  the  smell,  which  is  a  great 
thing  we  go  by,  as  well  as  taste.  Many  of  those  that  are  aiUed 
congo  were  a  souchong  kind  of  tea*  wnich,  by  the  names  thej 
gave  them,  they  would  not  bear  fnth  ours. 

5405.  Were  the  green  teas  that  came  from  New  York  of  « 
good  quality  ? — I  do  not  know  from  whence  they  came,  only  the 
samples  were  taken  from  which  we  were  to  fiirm  our  opinion. 

5406.  Werethegreen  teas  of  a  fair  quality?— Some  of  them 
were,  and  some  were  very  mdifferent. 

5407.  How  long  had  those  samples  been  taken  out  of  the 
chest  before  you  saw  them? — ^That  I  cannot  say;  I  never  ssw 
the  chests  nor  the  packages. 

5408.  The  prices  of  your  valuation  are  of  course  what  are 
called  the  short  prices,  that  is,  without  the  duty  ? — Yes,  because 
we  always  buy  and  sell  by  the  short  price. 

5409.  Upon  the  whole  were  the  congos  and  boheas  of  a  qua- 
lity that  would  find  ready  sale  in  this  country  ? — Yes,  they  were 
sufficiently  fine  for  sale ;  any  tea  that  is  clean  and  decent  will 
always  find  a  sale  ;  for  what  is  not  sold  in  London  the  dealers 
will  send  to  manufacturing  places,  and  if  the  price  is  but  con- 
genial they  will  take  anjrthmg,  if  it  really  is  tea. 

5410.  Do  you  consider  that  the  tea  which  is  sold  at  the  Com- 
pany's sales  is  much  adulterated  in  the  teardealers'  shq»  in 
London  ?— Not  in  London ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  adulte- 
ration in  tea ;  they  mix  tlie  bohea,  which  sells  at  the  Company's 
sales  at  about  Is.  od.  to  1;.  Cm/.,  with  congo  teas,  because  the 
duty  is  so  heavy  the  people  in  the  country  cannot  afford  to  give 
it.  It  is  the  fashion  now  to  have  every  thing  at  a  low  price, 
and  that  pervades  every  thing ;  on  the  supposition,  I  suppose, 
that  the  people  get  too  much  profit ;  but  they  drink  such  tea 
there  as  I  would  not  drink. 
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64>1 1.    Did  ytm  erer  look  at  the  quality  of  tea  sold  in  country  90  Hsy  18M. 
towns  and  villages  ? — Yes.  •— 

5412.  Doyouconsiderit  very  much  adulterated?—!  consider      '   '  ^-V™' 
it  so  much  inferior,  that  if  I  go  out  I  always  like  to  take  my  tea 
with  me ;  if  I  were  going  out  of  town,  I  mean. 

5418.  Is  the  adulteration  there  merely  a  mixture  of  inferior 
teas,  or  is  it  that  some  ingredients  are  mixed  which  are  not  teas 
at  aU  ? — I  really  cannot  tell  what  it  is  composed  cf^  and  I  defy 
any  person  to  say  what  it  consists  of;  it  is  like  the  coffee,  which 
is  sometimes  mixed  with  what  is,  I  suppose,  ground  beans. 

5414.  If  a  mixed  sample  of  tea  were  presented  to  you^  you 
could  point  out  the  portion  of  the  different  qualities,  could  you 
not? — That  is  rather  difficult;  I  could  no  more  tell  than  I 
could  as  to  a  pipe  of  wine,  whether  it  was  all  of  the  right  kind. 
I  could  tell  wnether  it  was  good  if  I  tasted  it. 

5415.  Could  not  you  tell  whether  there  was  any  part  which 
was  not  tea  ?— At  times  I  might.  I  presume  the  question  al- 
ludes to  the  mixture  of  adulterated  leaves  which  took  place 
some  time  ago. 

5416.  In  your  opinion,  is  not  there  a  good  deal  sold  in  remote 
parts  of  the  country  as  tea  which  is  not  tea  at  all  ? — Yes,  I 
conceive  there  is ;  what  I  have  tasted  in  considerable  towns 
that  they  call  tea,  which  is  very  bad ;  there  has  been  black  tea 
coloured  and  passed  off  as  green  tea  when  the  price  was  very 
high — persons  nave  been  fined  for  so  adulterating. 

5417.  Do  not  you  consider  that  that  disposition  to  adulterate 
arises  very  much  from  the  people  in  the  country  not  being  able 
to  get  real  tea  at  a  reasonable  price  ? — By  no  means ;  they 
may  have  it  at  a  reasonable  price ;  when  a  man  sells  six  or  a 
dozen  chests  in  London  he  would  be  ashamed  to  do  that,  and 
he  would  be  subjected  to  penalties ;  but  in  some  part  of  the 
country,  I  think  they  will  ao  those  things :  a  country  dealer  is 
the  most  unfortunate  being,  living  almost  m  a  country  shop. 
When  there  was  a  quantity  imported  from  the  Continent,  when 
the  East-India  Company  had  not  suffident  after  the  Commuta- 
tion Act,  there  was  the  greatest  importation  of  rubbish  that 
ever  was  exhibited  in  this  country. 

5418.  From  whence  did  it  come?— From  Holland  chiefly. 

5419.  Is  there  a  sufficiency  of  the  low-priced  teas  put  up  at 
the  sales  ?— I  think  that  1,200,000  pounds  of  the  common  boheas 
Is  sold  every  sale,  or  as  nearly  as  possible. 

5420.  Is  there  as  much  as  the  consumption  will  take  ? — Quite 
80 ;  in  fiu;t  we  refuse  tea  almost  at  eveiy  sale.  An  observation 
has  been  made,  from  Scotland,  principafiy,  that  the  East-India 
Company  did  not  put  up  enough ;  but  as  soon  as  they  put  up 
more,  they  fbund  ftult  directly,  because  it  lowered  the  prices  <» 
thdr  stock  fai  hand. 


Ur.  J.  U^otu 


TflS  EVIDENCE  ON  BASTJNDIA  AFFAIRS  : 

9i  Umy  18S0.      548L  Do  jou  mean  to  agr  that  tea  is  refined  at  the  tipiet 
price  of  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

5482.  And  that  of  qualities  in  ordinaiy  consumption  ? — Yes ; 
it  has  sometimes  been  bought  at  a  higher  price ;  the  Compsn? 
is  bound  by  diarter  to  pat  up  their  teas  at  the  price  it  stana 
them  in ;  the  advance  price  is  supposed  to  be  their  profit ;  but 
whra  they  do  not  fetch  the  uj>set  price,  at  the  following  sale 
Uiey  are  put  up  without  a  pnce  and  fetch  as  much  as  they  can 
by  competition. 

5425.  Where  they  are  put  up  at  the  upset  price,  are  there 
any  of  the  teas  of  ordinaiy  consumption,  such  as  congos,  erer 
refused  at  the  upset  price  ? — Yes,  there  were,  last  sale. 

5424.  Were  they  refused  for  quality,  or  for  redundance  of 
quantity  ? — Partly  from  both. 

5425w  How  comes  it  that  you,  as  a  broker,  pay  any  advaiice 
upon  the  upset  price  of  the  Company  for  any  tea,  where  you  are 
sure  of  getting  some  at  the  upset  price  itself^  if  the  Cmnpany 
put  up  a  sufficient  quantity  to  lower  the  price  down  to  the  upeet 
price  ? — The  fact  is,  we  buy  the  better  sort,  and  re&ise  the  io- 
terior  qualities  if  there  is  too  much  put  up.  I  look  upon  the  in- 
terest of  the  Company  and  die  trade  to  be  one  and  the  same 
thins;.  If  they  put  up  a  larger  quantity  than  the  consumpttoo 
would  carry  off,  then  if  that  tea  is  put  up  next  sale,  and  bou^t, 
die  price  of  it  only  serves  to  lower  the  price  of  the  other ;  the 
redundancy  of  the  quantity  will  occasion  that. 

5426.  If  the  Company  were  in  the  habit  of  putting  up  so 
much  of  any  certain  quality  as  that  it  should  be  rejected  for  re- 
dundancy, would  it  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  teas  of  that 
quality  must  sell  at  the  upset  price  ? — The  other  teas  would  be 
refused  of  course,  if  they  put  up  the  same  quality,  and  they 
have  refused  some  of  them  ;  they  would  not  buy  any  more  than 
were  wanted  for  consumption,  for  the  sale  is  four  times  a  year, 
and  we  seldom  have  an  advance  of  a  penny  a  pound ;  though 
the  prompt  is  only  the  29th  of  this  month,  any  teas  may  be  pur- 
chased at  this  time  at  the  cost-price,  except  the  common  boheas, 
which  have  had  a  little  run  upon  them,  or  only  at  an  advance  of 
a  penny  a  pound. 

5427.  Generally  speaking,  the  price  at  which  they  are  sold  is 
considerably  above  the  upset  price,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  all  teas  must 
be  above  the  upset  price,  unless  where  they  have  been  refused 
at  the  former  sale. 

5428.  If  there  were  so  much  put  up  that  a  portion  of  it  was 
refused,  must  it  not  follow  that  that  portion  so  refused  might 
have  been  bought  by  the  trade  at  the  upset  price  P-^uf^xising 
they  had,  and  the  consumption  would  not  take  it  off,  it  would 
only  remain  on  hand,  and  lower  the  price  the  aucceediag  sale ; 
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it 'would  not  answer  the  purpose  of  anj  one  to  purchase  more  20  Bfay  1830. 
dun  he  required.  -— 

M29.  Would  it  not  answer  the  purpose  of  any  one  if  there  X^Sf^oiu 

afarays  remains  a  portion  which  could  at  the  close  of  the  sale 
U  got  at  the  upset  price,  to  purchase  at  that  price  ?«— Thej 
^cannot  buy  that  again  at  the  upset  price  which  is  once  refused; 
bot  at  the  succeeding  sale  they  have  the  advantage  of  having 
tjhat  which  has  been  refused  at  the  upset  price  put  up  without  a 
price,  and  they  may  purchase  it  at  whatever  it  will  fetch. 

5i$0.  Is  it  not  the  interest  of  the  tea-dealer  who  buys  the 
tea  that  the  price  should  not  considerably  fall  in  the  market  ?-— 
I  do  not  thiuK  the  tea-dealers  have  much  interest  about  it :  if 
one  could  get  tea  a  farthing  a  pound  cheaper,  he  would  do  so. 
The  souabble  is  as  great  as  if  they  were  to  give  away  the  tea 
ipstead  of  selluig  it. 

5431.  Is  there  any  combination  or  agreement  among  the 
l^rokers  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  slmll  conduct  their  pur- 
chases at  the  sale  ? — None  at  all.  We  hear  one  man  say  I  want 
$fak  lots,  and  another  I  want  ten  lots ;  but  they  cannot  obtain 
them  by  asking  for  them. 

.  5i3S.  Do  you  consider  the  quality  of  the  tea  to  be  deterio- 
rated by  keeping  ?— Not  if  it  is  kept  in  a  dry  place ;  black  teas 
an  aometimes  the  better  for  it,  but  green  teas  suffer.  I  look 
npoQ  it  that  in  consequence  of  the  mode  of  gathering  it  in 
Ciiina  the  bloom  on  the  hyson  and  green  teas  falls  off,  and  there 
iaa  ranknesB  of  taste  comes  upon  it ;  in  consequence,  if  it  is  kept 
a  twelvemonth,  I  should  say  that  is  very  inferior  to  one  pur* 
chased  at  the  last  sale  of  the  Company,  though  of  the  self-same 
description.  The  same  with  gunpowders,  that  are  described 
lOiider  Uie  denomination  of  old  that  has  an  unpleasant  flavour. 

5483.  The  black  teas  are  not  injured  by  keeping  ? — No,  not 
•t  all,  if  they  are  kept  in  a  proper  place,  and  in  good  lead. 
*   64S4.  You  do  not  consider  that  if  the  Company's  teas  were 
aoU  immediately  on  their  arrival  they  would  be  sold  at  highvr 
prices?— No,  not  in  black  teas;  but  in  green  teas  they  would.   . 

6485.  Does  tea  gain  or  lose  in  weight  by  keeping  ?^I  believe 
it  gains,  but  it  is  so  trifling  ;  in  a  chest  of  84  or  85  lbs.  it  may  gain 
a  pound,  but  it  must  lose  sometimes.  But  we  always  buy  and 
aoll  by  the  Company's  weights.  If  they  gave  us  more  tea  than 
wo  have  paid  for,  we  should  sell  at  the  same ;  we  sell  by  the 
warrant,  and  the  person  judges  of  the  article  himself. 

64S6«  Does  the  tea  imported  by  the  privileged  trade  sdl  so 

as  the  Company's  ?*- Very  seldom ;  it  is  only  when  they 

iiport  such  tea  as  gunpowder  tea,  and  such  teas  as  the  Com- 

ej  do  not  import,   or  there  are  scarcely  any  sold  in  the 
npany'a  sale,  but  the  congos  and  hyson  teas  are  reckoned 
'to  those  imported  by  the  private  trade  officers,  and 
5  o 
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houses  I  could  mention  where  they  might  have  good  hyson  tea»  20  May  1830. 
which  stood  them  in  5s.  a  pounds  and  pay  12^.,  \4a.f  and  16f.  a         ^"^ 
pound,  because  they  said  it  could  not  be  good  if  offered  at  those  ^'  ^*  J^^if^^^ 
low  prices ;  and  to  this  very  day  the  best  consumers  of  tea  in 
this  country,  for  the  good  of  the  tea-dealers,  are  the  servants 
at  your  own  houses,  for  they  drink  black  tea  at  6<.  and  Ss,  a 
pound,  when  you  may  drink  it,  in  many  instances,  at  a  shilling 
or  two  a  pound  less. 

5445.  In  the  instances  you  refer  to,  the  people  concluded  that 
the  tea  could  not  be  good  because  it  was  cheap  ?— Yes ;  and  if 
the  Company  imported  lower  priced  teas,  they  would  find  fault 
with  the  very  article  they  were  in  the  habit  of  consuming, 
because  it  was  at  a  much  lower  price. 

5446.  So  that  if  by  the  reduction  of  duty  the  teas  were  sold 
at  a  much  lower  price,  you  think  they  would  refuse  to  take 
them  ?— Yes  ;3they  would  not  drink  the  lower  teas.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  was  the  effect  which  occurred  at  that  time. 

5447.  Was  the  tea  ^ou  speak  of,  that  which  was  so  bad  which 
came  from  the  Continent r — No;  the  tea  I  have  seen  on  the 
Continent  was  a  strange  sort  of  mixture,  it  was  bought  of  what 
are  called  the  outside  dealers  in  China ;  they  sent  over  stuff 
which  is  not  tea ;  it  is  prohibited  now,  but  they  only  fine  the 
officer  for  bringing  it  over ;  a  good  deal  of  that  was  what  was 
called  caper  tea. 

5448.  You  referred  to  some  bad  tea  which  came  from  the 
Continent ;  in  what  year  was  that  ?— I  think  about  the  year 
1786  or  1787. 

5449.  How  came  it  to  be  imported  into  this  country  ? — The 
consumption  was  so  great  in  consequence  of  the  taking  off  such 
a  mass  of  duty  at  was  then  attached  to  it ;  they  paid  1;.  a  pound, 
and  25  per  cent,  upon  the  cost-price  ;  the  two  duties  were 
added  tc^ther,  ana  15  per  cent,  added  to  that.  There  was 
not  a  tenth  part  sold  by  the  East-India  Company  at  that  time 
which  there  Is  now. 

5450.  That  was  imported  in  consequence  of  the  East-India 
Company  not  having  a  sufficient  supply? — Yes,  because  they 
used  to  smuggle  it;  there  was  hardly  a  tea-deer's  house  at 
that  time  but  was  under  the  necessity  either  of  doing  thai  or 
shutting  up  his  shop. 

5451.  Do  you  conceive  there  is  much  smuggled  tea  in  the 
trade  now  ? — I  think  vers  little ;  there  is  a  little  perhaps  at  a 
few  of  the  outports,  but  if  there  is,  it  is  only  the  fine  gunpowder 
taa ;  they  make  that  answer,  but  by  the  time  they  have  hawked 
il  about  the  country  it  is  very  much  the  worse  for  it. 

5452.  Previous  to  the  lowering  the  duty,  during  the  great 
Mniggltng  taking  place,  was  not  Uie  best  tea  in  the  market  the 
MBuggied  tea? — That  I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  it 
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5468.  Did  you  ever  drink  tea  made  abroad?— Yes.  80  Hmy  lasa. 

546S.  What  18  your  opinion  of  it  as  to  quality,  comparatively 

with  that  dnmk  in  this  country? — ^That  it  is  mudi  inferior  in 

quality. 

5464.  At  what  places  did  you  drmk  it  ? — It  was  in  Holland,  at 
Antwerp,  and  round  about;  the  teas  were  then  inferior  deci- 
dedly to  ours.     We  went  over  and  took  tea  with  us,  and  tried  ' 
their  tea;  I  did  it  from  curiosity ;  I  found  it  very  inferior,  and 
very  much  neglected. 

5455.  At  what  time  were  you  there  ?<— I  was  there  in  the  year 
1S14. 

5456.  You  have  not  been  abroad  since  that  period  ?«-No. 

5467.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the' 
quality  of  teas  there  at  a  later  period?— I  understand  they  have 
taken  a  mater  quantity  of  fine  hjrson  in  Pbris  of  late,  but  that 
lliat  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  number  of  English  there. 

5468.  You  will  therefore  infer  that  the  demand  for  the  better 
tea  has  produced  a  supply  of  the  article  on  the  Continent?— 
Where  Englishmen  go,  I  think  it  has. 

5469.  Are  you  aware  that  up  to  the  years  1814  and  1815 
there  was  verv  little  tea  sent  to  the  continent  of  Europe  ?— Very 
Uttle ;  there  had  been  no  encouragement. 

5470.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  import  of  tea  on  the  continent  of  Europe  since  that  period  ? 
—Yes. 

5471.  The  price  of  tea  in  Holland  is  lower  than  the  price  here, 
is  it  not ;  the  short  price  ?— I  understand  it  is  that  they  can  find 
DO  sale  for  a  great  deal  they  have  there.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  lost  by  their  first  importation. 

5472.  Do  you  conceive  die  difference  ofpriceis  commensu* 
rate  with  the  deterioration  of  quality  ?'— In  some  instances  it  is. 

5473.  Supposing  the  tea*trade  to  be  thrown  open  like  any 
other  trade,  would  it  be  for  your  interest  as  a  broker,  or  not  ?— • 
I  have  a  very  great  donbt  which  wbj  it  would  operate.  I  cannot 
give  an  answer  to  that  question. 

5474.  A  good  deal  of  tea,  probably,  would  be  sold  at  Liver- 
pool and  the  out-ports? — Yes ;  I  suppose  that  it  would  be  taket> 
about  the  streets  in  barrows  as  other  things  are»  and  that  then 
people  would  not  take  it  at  alL 

5475.  You  thmk  it  is  possible  it  might  be  to  your  iajuryv 
baeauae  people  would  leave  off  drinking  it  ?*— That  would  be> 
no  doubt,  to  the  injury  of  the  dealers  and  the  brokers. 

5476.  Did  not  you  say  that  the  reductran  of  price  in  1786, 
from  the  reduction  of  duty,  was  the  cause  of  importation  from 
abroad  ?— It  was  obliged  to  be  brought,  because  the  Company 
had  only  two  safes  m  a  year»  and  they  90M  asuch  less  than 
they  do  now. 
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would  be  better  for  the  finer  qualities,  for  they  do  not  bear  an  2§  Miy  1839^ 
equiTaleot  to  the  lower  qualities.  -~— 

5488.  Supposing  the  Company  were  to  lower  their  prices  25       '       ^ 
per  cent.,  the  reduction  of  prices  to  the  consumer  would  be 

more  than  double  that  amount  at  the  present  rate  of  duty  ?— 
Certainly  it  would. 

5489.  Would  not  the  lowering  of  the  price  by  the  Company 
have  a  greater  effect  than  the  mere  lowering  the  duty  by  go- 
vernment?— It  would  come  to  the  same  point  whether  the 
government  or  the  Company  lowered  it. 

5490.  You  are  of  opinion  that  lowering  the  price  would  in- 
crease the  consumption  ?— Yes. 

5491.  What  is  the  ordinary  advance  upon  the  upset  price  at 
the  Company's  sales  ? — The  congo  teas,  which  they  put  up  at 
Is.  8d.  per  pounds  sell  at  about  2s.  Id.  on  the  average  to  2s.  2d. ; 
that  is  the  principal  profit,  in  my  opinion,  which  uie  Company 
get  upon  their  tea. 

5492.  The  average  increase  upon  the  congo  teas  at  that 
price  may  be  taken  at  about  Sd.ioM.  ?— Yes ;  but  that  is  on\j 
on  a  portion  of  them ;  for  when  they  put  up  tea  at  2s.  Id.^  it 
frequently  fetches  only  a  farthing  more,  or  is  in  some  instancea 
refused. 

5493.  Do  vou  know  whether  any  of  the  brokers  who  attended 
at  the  Board  of  Control  saw  the  tea  in  the  chests  in  which  it 
came  over  ?— I  understood  that  two  or  tlu*ee  of  them  did. 

5494.  How  long  had  you  the  samples  before  you  examined 
them?— Ten  days. 

5495.  Did  not  the  brokers  say  that  they  thought  they  should 
be  able  to  examine  the  teas  better  if  they  took  them  home  ?— 
Yes,  at  theur  houses. 

5496.  At  the  time  they  made  their  request,  they  did  not,^  of 
course,  feel  that  the  tea  would  be  at  all  deteriorated  by  being 
taken  out  of  the  chest  ?— No. 

5497.  Are  you  aware  of  what  difference  there  has  been  in  the 
price  of  tea  put  up  at  the  Company's  sales ;  what  fall  there  has 
been  in  those  prices  in  yx>ur  recollection  ?— Very  trifling  in 
point  of  price  ;  I  do  not  suppose  there  has  been  2d.ovSd.SL 
pound  within  the  last  ten  years. 

549a  Do  you  recollect  farther  back  ?— I  do  not,  without 
referring  to  the  sale  books ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  has  been 
any  material  reduction  since  the  Commutation  Act. 

5499.  Is  the  trade  in  the  habit  at  all  of  remonstrating  with  the 
Company  as  to  the  quantity  of  tea  they  put  up  at  a  sale? — No. 

5500.  Are  they  never  consulted? — Sometimes  the  clerk 
asks  the  question ;  but  we  never  consider  it  of  any  consequence 
what  answer  we  ghre,  for  we  do  not  think  it  has  any  effSect. 
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#hef«?--At  the  Board  of  ControL    The  broken  who  wero  ap>'  M  K^imw 
pointed*  with  the  exception  of  one*  attendedy  and  we  weit-       — 
shown  into  two  rooms,  where  the  packages  were.    They  wet^.  W^.JLTkmfmth 
opened  in  our  presence ;  and  among  us,  dividing  ourselves  into         ^^ 
parties,  we  put  up  the  whole  103  samples,  ten  from  each  pad&p. 
age ;  they  were,  with  the  lapse  of  one  day,  sent  to  our  houses^ 
where  they  were  examined  by  each  of  us  separately. 

5506.  You  took  that  tea  out  of  the  chesU  at  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  made  it  up  into  parcels  to  be  sent  to  your  owa. 
houses  ?— We  took  out  of  such  packages  as  were  chests,  such  as 
were  boxes,  such  as  were  tin  cases,  such  as  were  paper  parcelsy 
for  they  were  in  various  packages. 

5507.  Were  there  many  of  them  in  paper  parcels?— The 
greater  part  were  in  chests,  boxes,  and  tin  cases ;  not  a  very 
large  part  in  chests,  but  there  were  some  in  paper  parcels.  I 
could  state  what  they  were  by  my  memorandum. 

5508.  Do  you  consider  that  the  samples  of  the  teas  of  more 
general  consumption,  the  congos,  boheas,  and  hysons,  were  in  t 
state  to  enable  you  fairly  to  judge  of  their  quality  ?— Two  ot 
three  of  the  samples  were  somewhat  injured ;  they  nad  a  most^ 
smell  and  a  musty  taste. 

5509.  Do  vou  mean  arising  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
samples  had  been  treated,  or  do  you  suppose  that  bad  taste  and 
smell  attached  to  the  article  in  its  former  state  ? — I  should  sup- 
pose that  mustiness  arose  from  adventitious  circumstance,  sub* 
sequently  to  its  ^ipment  in  China,  but  whether  from  the  oii* 
ginal  package  I  cannot  say. 

5510.  Did  you  suppose  it  to  arise  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  sample  had  been  kept  ?— In  the  bohea  and  congo  I  did  noi 
find  any ;  in  the  campoy  I  did,  and  in  the  pekoe  I  did  :  thej  wevi 
in  paper  parcels. 

5511.  Upon  examination  did  the  brokers  agree  prettjr  wdl 
among  themselves  as  to  the  value,  or  was  there  much  diftranoe 
of  opinion  ? — There  was  on  some  samples  difference  of  opinioot 
but  those  were  samples  not  much  in  general  use. 

5512.  There  was  not  much  difference  of  cminion  upon  the 
samples  of  teas  of  ordinary  consumption  ? — With  the  exceptkMI 
of  two  or  three  samples,  there  was  not ;  not  more  than  two  Of 
three. 

5518.  Speaking  of  the  teas  of  more  general  consumptioOy 
were  they  samples  of  good  merchantable  teas  ?— They  were. 

5514.  Were  they  of  such  teas  as  would  have  sold  readily  in  this 
country  to  a  large  extent  ? — Yes ;  and  that  our  prices  will  show» 
as  compared  with  the  Company's. 

5515.  Were  they  upon  the  whole  better  or  worse  than  leas  of 
tlie  same  description  of  the  East-India  Company  ?— Very  sini^ 
lar  to  the  teas  we  have  been,  accustomed  to  have  in  Engiaiii 

5  R 
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5529.  The  prenervation  of  tea  depends  very  much  upon  the  M  Jfif  IMtk 
place  and  maimer  in  which  kit  kept,  does  it  nol?— Yes.  7~* 

5530.  Have  you  seen  the  Company's  tea  warehouses  ?—.Ye%    "^^ 
I  have. 

^  5531.  Do  you  think  them  very  well  adapted  to  the  preserve* 
tion  of  tea? — Yes;  the  cellars  are  not ;  the  warehouses  are* 

5532.  Is  the  tea  kept  in  cellars  P^When  the  Company^rf 
warehouses  have  been  very  full  the  teas  have  been  put  into  the 
celUrs,  and  we  had  at  tlie  last  March  sale  some  teas  whidii 
have  reason  to  think  had  been  put  into  the  cellars.  I  thought  se 
from  the  smell.  I  inquired,  and  was  informed  they  had  been  put 
there  on  being  first  imported,  till  they  couM  be  put  above.  : 

5533.  Do  you  think  that  comnoon  bohea  tea  improves  by 
keeping ;  is  it  not  the  case  that  if  it  has  been  kept  more  than 
one  or  two  years,  it  sells  for  less  ?— I  should  not  be  inclined  t# 
think  that.  I  should  Uiink  it  would  sell  at  rather  a  higher  price, 
because  it  would  be  stronger.  » 

5534.  The  private  trade  teas  are  sold  immediately  on  their 
arrival  in  this  countiy  ? — As  soon  as  they  can  be,  that  theoflicers 
may  have  their  accounts  closed. 

5535.  Do  they  sell  at  a  higher  price  in  consequence  of  beiiw 
fresher ? — No ;  but  the  quality  is  not  so  good  as  the  Companys 
in  general. 

5536.  It  appears  on  looking  at  the  brokers'  book  that  there  is 
no  tea  of  a  higher  quality  than  good  middling ;  and  that  the  kinds 
called  ^ood,  very  good,  and  superfine,  do  not  appear  to  be  menp 
tioned  m  this  account;  can  you  account  for  that? — Those  terms 
are  now  very  much  out  of  use ;  they  were  adopted  veiy  many 
years  ago;  and  when  the  Company  importing  a  parcel  of  teas  ha4 
m  one  break  or  chop  two  or  three  qualities,  they  were  frequently 
obliged  to  take  out  chests  that  were  very  inferior,  and  perhaps 
mixed  with  leaves  that  were  not  altogether  tea ;  but  of  late  yearft 
the  Company  have,  I  suppose  from  their  good  regulation^, 
avoided  that,  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  use  the  higher  marki; 
so  that  they  have  sunk  into  disuse ;  but  we  differ  in  our  use  of 
the  technical  terms  from  their  common  acceptation ;  what  we 
call  middling,  persons  in  general  would  call  fine,  and  so  on ;  our 
terms  are  too  low  for  the  real  qualities.  t 

5537.  Since  what  time  has  the  alteration  taken  place  in  thi 
marking  ? — I  have  been  a  broker  now  for  twenty-four  or  twenty* 
five  years,  and  we  have  not  used  them  since  I  have  been  a  brot- 
ker ;  we  hardly  ever  use  higher  than  good  middling ;  we  do  noHr 
and  then  use  the  word  <*  good"  for  some  of  ihe  Company's  best; 
perhaps  two  chops  of  hjrson. 

5538.  Supposing  teas  of  lower  ouality  than  the  lowest  novT 
pat  up  ofiered  for  sale,  do  you  think  there  would  be  a  consider^ 
able  demand  for  those  teas?— Yes,  of  the  coDgoa.      .    t 
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lilfaqrltSli  ft5S9.  Htveyoaanyfeaaontobdb 
— -_  what  is  called  tea  aold  bjr  the  fetaOei 

0'<^^9mpmm,  j^^  1^^  jii^  icalHj?^-!  thmk  there  is  i 
^'^  thy;  there  may  be  attempts  to  make 
liot  to  any  gteat  extent; 

5540.  Do  yoa  think  there  are  o 
mized  with  the  tea  to  any  extent? — ^I 

5541.  Iliere  is  an  nnpression  that 
are  mixed;  do  you  think  that  diat  h 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  not  don 
the  Excise  a  few  years  Sjgo  that  th 
prevalent;  buti  do  not  thrak  that  tlu 

5542.  You  are  aware  that  before  t 
tarried  to  a  great  extent  ?^So  I  am  i 
■ire  n^  tune. 

554S.  Are  not  the  lower  priced  te 
extent  with  the  higher  pricea  ? — As  i 
tiiat. 

5544.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  if 
fewer  the  demand  would  be  greatly  in 
be  increased. 

5545.  To  a  considerable  degree  ?- 
the  use  of  coffee  is  increasing,  thoug 
creasing  I  cannot  speak. 

5546.  Do  you  think  that  the  const 
out  the  consumption  of  tea  to  any 
I  do  not  think  it  has  beaten  it  out ;  b 
the  consumption  of  coffee  is  incrcasii 
of  tea,  I  belieTe,  is  not  increasing,  if  i 

5547.  Sapposiog  the  reduction  in 
that  of  coffee,  should  you  be  sangui 
would  increase  in  anything  like  the  sa 
lather  look  to  the  event  than  offer  an 

5548.  There  has  been  a  considerab 
coffee  ?— There  has. 

5549.  And  not  a  similar  reduction 
to  the  same  proportion,  perhaps ;  bu 
derable  reduction  in  the  prices  of  tea. 

5550.  Can  you  state  in  what  prop 
&x  as  twenty  years,  looking  to  my  ( 
twankay  teas  it  is  one-third ;  in  co 
within  twenty  years.. 

5551.  How  is  it  in  bohea  teas  ?— .1 
the  congou  and  the  twankay. 

5552.  At  the  company's  sales  ther 
which  does  not  scU  above  the  upset  pi 
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we  have  had  during  the  last  year  at  two  or  three  of  the  Com-  29  Umj  1839. 
pany's  Bales,  tea  which  has  not  sold  at  the  upset  price ;  at  the        — - 
last  March  sale,  the  whole  of  the  black  tea  put  up  did  sell.  ^-^'^ 

5553.  At  any  considerable  advance  on  the  upset  price  ?-— 
The  average,  I  should  think,  but  I  have  not  looked  at  it,  from  fi 
penny  to  a  penny  halfpenny  per  pound  on  the  common  contract 
teas. 

5554.  Do  you  consider  that  the  upset  price  has  much  to  db 
with  the  sale  price  ? — Yes,  decidedly  it  has  to  do  with  it ;  because 
if  the  upset  price  were  to  be  lowered,  from  the  system  the  Con^ 
pany  pursue  with  regard  to  the  quantity  they  offer  at  each  quar- 
terly sale,  the  trade  would  give  but  a  small  advance  upon  that 
upset  price. 

5555.  Does  not  the  price  mainly  depend  on  the  quantity  pot 
up  for  sale  ? — The  price  does  depend  upon  the  ouantity  put  up 
for  sale ;  but  we  have  found  that  the  Company  have  uniformly 
given  quantities  of  tea  equal  to  the  expected  consumption.  The 
trade  have  considered  that  the  Company  being  well  informed 
have  taken  care  to  do  so. 

5556.  Does  the  trade  consider  that  the  Company  make  a  judi- 
cious decision  as  to  the  quantity  put  up  at  tne  sale  ? — That  I 
cannot  say ;  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  prevailing. 

5557.  What  is  your  own  opinion  ? — My  own  is  rather  a  mixed 
opinion;  I  should  rather  conceive  the  Company  have  a  view 
to  their  own  profit  in  the  Quantity  of  tea  tliey  put  up,  and  that 
they  do  not  overdo  the  trade. 

5558.  You  conceive  that  th^  do  regulate  then'  quantity 
with  a  view  to  the  amount  of  profit  they  expect  to  derive  froiti 
It  ? — Yes  ;  at  the  same  time  that  I  conceive  thev  do  r^uIatB 
the  quantity  so  as  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  demand  they  expect, 
and  that  they  calculate  by  former  experience. 

5559.  You  do  not  think  that  the  trade  has  much  to  complain 
of  from  the  manner  in  which  the  Company  regulate  the  quanti^ 
put  up  for  sale  ? — I  should  think  not. 

5560.  Can  you  state  when  the  fall  in  the  price  of  teajron  hav^ 
spoken  of  commenced  ? — I  think  it  commenced  from  about  the 
year  1814,  from  about  the  time  of  the  renewal  of  the  Company's 
charter;  that  it  has  been  gradually  declining  from  about  that  timg. 

5561.  State  any  facts  from  your  papers  which  will  establish 
that  fiict  ? — ^I  should  think  the  East-India  Company  keep  an  ac- 
count of  the  average  prices  which  would  show  that. 

5562.  Do  not  you  imagine  that  the  fall  in  price  has  been  mudi 

greater  since  1827  than  it  was  previously  to  1823? — Yes,  I 

know  that  from  recollection,  but  I  think  there  is  a  fall  since 

1814. 

.  5563.  Do  the  brokers  charge  a  commission  on  the  purchases 

they  make  ?— Yes^  that  is  their  only  means  of  support. 
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5571.  How  are  accounts  ke])t  in  China? — ^In  tales  of  10  mao^  MlfaylSM. 
100  candareens,  and  1,000  cash.  p"iSL, 

5572.  What  are  the  coins  of  China  ? — 1  heh'ere  thej  have  no        LitJf 
national  coins,  except  cash,  which  are  of  base  metal,  and  of 
variable  value.    Foreigh  coins,  however,  occasionally  circulate^ 
especially  Spanish  dollars,  which  are  sometimes  cut  into  small 
proportions  for  change.    The  tales,  mace,  and  candareens  are 

of  course  monies  of  account,  and  vary  in  their  value  according 
to  circumstances. 

5573.  What  is  the  sterling  value  of  a  tale  weight  of  silver  in 
British  silver,  in  dollar  silver,  and  in  pure  silver  ? — The  tale 
weight  of  British  standard  silver  at  5s,  2d,  per  oz.  is  worth 
74^iiL  sterling,  and  of  dollar  silver  '72Xd.  sterling.  The  samcf 
weight  of  pure  silver  is  worth  SO^^^^^ci.  sterling,  which  is  neariy 
the  estimated  value  of  the  money  tale  in  the  b^ks  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  and  was  probably  the  origin  of  such  valuation. 

5574.  What  is  the  present  value  of  the  rupees  of  Calcutta, 
Madras,  and  Bombay,  at  5».  2d.  per  oz.  Britisli  standard  ?-• 
The  sicca  rupee  of  Calcutta  is  worth  24,^^^.  sterling.  The 
rupees  of  Madras  and  Bombay  are  each  worth  23^^^\^.  ster- 
ling; and  therefore  the  pound  sterling  equals  ^-fd^^d,  of  the 
former,  and  lO-j^^^^j  of  tlie  latter. 

Jovisy  3®  die  Junii  1830. 

Mr.  JOHN  TRUELOCK,  Surveyor  of  Tea  Warehouses  in  the  3  Jum  1830. 

Excise,  and  Mr.  WILLIAM  WYBROW,  RegisUar  of  Tea        

Sales  in  the  Excise,  called  in,  and  examined.  •^••^*  IVmImI, 

5575.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  the  manner  in  which  the  Mr.W.  Wybnm 
East*  India  Companv's  tea-ships  are  unladen,  and  the  teas  depo* 

sited  in  the  tea  warehouses  ? ^(^i/fruelock.)  When  they  are  first 
brought  into  the  East-India  Docks,  notice  is  ^ven  by  the  Com* 
pany  to  the  principal  officer  of  excise  of  their  mtention  to  unload 
those  teas.  We  then  despatch  a  warehousekeeper  down  for  that 
purpose ;  he  sees  each  chest  individually  unloaded.  There  is  a 
person  appointed  to  attend  our  mark,  and  a  number  is  cut,  I 
believe,  by  the  Company ;  but  that  does  not  come  under  my 
notice*  There  are  also  two  clerks  belonging  to  the  Company 
attend  at  the  same  time  at  the  side  of  the  vessel  in  the  clock. 
They  are  then  jplaced  in  a  covered  caravan,  locked  by  two  locks, 
one  of  Uie  excise  and  another  of  the  Company,  and  sent  up  to 
the  East-India  warehouses.  There  are  also  two  tickets  sent  by 
the  same  van  in  a  box  locked.  When  they  arrive  at  the  warehouse 
they  are  received  by  the  revenue  officers  and  the  servants  of  thd 
Company,  who  deposit  them  in  the  warehouses.  That  officer  it 
called  a  Locker ;  he  remains  in  each  warehouse  yard. 

5576.  What  do  those  officers  do?— They  unlock  the  van, 
having  a  diqplicate  k^  of  the  box  in  which  the  key  is  sent  fion 
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jJaMtBM.  UiedodnenrididgUiera  to  open  the'vBiw;  they  dien  depoUtt^ 
"— '^^  teas  in  the  warehouses,  and  examine  to  see  thiU  thOT  correspond 
^'^\TT'^*  with  the  tickets  pUused  in  the  t>ox  at  the  side  for  their  inlbniia- 
Mr.W.  W^hrgm.  ^><^«    They  then  return  one  of  the  tickets  to  show  that  thef 
'  ^ve  lecei^red  the  tea  safe.    The  other  is  sent  to  the  Exdae 
Office,  to  be  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose.    It  it 
entered  by  two  different  officers,  a  locker  and  a  warehouse- 
keeper,  in  books  kept  for  that  purpose. 

5577.  Do  the  excise  charge  the  Company,  on  this  paper 
«ent  in,  with  the  amount  of  tea  hmded?— We  do  not  weigh 
them  at  the  landing. 

5578.  In  what  mode  is  the  tare  of  the  chest  ascertained 
before  it  is  put  up  for  sale  P^That  is  ascertained  by  emptying 
a  certain  quantity  of  them  ;  they  are  picked  out  of  the  diffmnt 
breaks  and  beds  as  the^  come  home  m  the  ships.  Pkt>bably  it 
is  a  Tariety  of  quantities  which  are  opened  ;  thirty  or  forty 
{hests  may  be  opened,  or  five ;  it  depc^ids  on  circumstances. 
It  is  not  a  regular  number  that  is  examined ;  generally  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  taken  by  chance  from  among  them. 

5579.  Does  the  registrar  of  tea  take  an  account  of  the  pnces 
at  which  the  tea  is, sold,  and  is  the  charge  made  on  the  Com- 
pany accordingly  ? — (Mr.  Wyhr<m^  Yes. 

5580.  What  is  the  practice  of  registering  the  tea-sales  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  the  price  at  which  the  public  are  entitled 
to.  the  duty  ? — ^We  receive  catalogues  witn  the  number  of 
each  chest  printed,  from  the  Company ;  we  have  those  ruled,  in 
order  to  mark  the  prices  and  lines  for  the  account,  and  from 
those  prices  taken  at  the  sale  duty  is  charged.  If  a  lot  of  tea 
is  put  up  at  a  certain  price  by  the  Company,  when  there  is  any 
advance  on  that  price,  even  a  farthing  a  pound,  the  lot  is 
peremptorily  sold  ;  if  they  do  not  bid  beyond  the  putting-up 
price  the  lot  is  refused,  and  it  is  put  by,  and  brought  forwani  at 
a  subsequent  time  without  price. 

5581.  At  what  periods  are  the  sales  of  the  Company? — In 
March,  June,  September,  and  December ;  there  is  a  quarterly 
sale. 

5582.  Does  any  other  list  come  under  your  inspection  beyond 
that  you  receive  from  the  East- India  Company  ? — No ;  there 
are  two  catalogues,  one  kept  by  the  accountant  of  excise,  and 
another  by  me;  they  are  both  furnished  by  the  East-India 
Company. 

5583.  Afler  each  day's  sale  are  the  prices  compared  by  the 
different  persons  who  have  made  the  account  of  them,  the 
registrar  for  tea-sales,  the  accountant,  and  the  auctioneer  ?-* 
They  are. 

.    5584;  At  the  end  of  the  sale  is  the  same  process  pursued  ?— 
At  the  end  of  the  sale  there  is  a  compare  between  the  i 
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aocosntftQt  mad  myself,  and  the  duty  Is  chai^ged  on  the  accotait  3  Jum  1831. 
taken  by  us.  

5585.  Are  the  teas  weighed  by  the  excise  at  the  landing,  or  ^^-^'J^j^^ 
is  the  practice  similar  to  tnat  in  respect  of  other  merchandize?  M^i^jrArm. 
—(Mr.  TrueloekJ)  Thev  are  not  weighed  on  the  landing,  but 

after  they  are  put  up  ror  sale. 

5586.  Is  the  government  satisfied  with  the  weights  as  taken 
at  the  East-India  Company's  warehouses  ? — I  never  heard  any- 
thing  to  the  contrary.  We  consider  the  duty  perfectly  secure,' 
beine  under  our  own  lock ;  we  make  up  every  ship  separately/ 
and  keep  every  ship's  account  completely  separate. 

5587.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  chests  are  unloaded 
agreeably  to  the  manifest  ?— Yes ;  if  there  is  any  variation  we 
notice  it. 

5588.  Tlie  whole  of  the  labour  is  performed  by  the  Company's 
officers  ? — Yes. 

5589.  And  without  charge  to  the  public  ? — Yes. 

5590.  Is  it  not  the  officers*  duty  to  see  that  the  cargoes  turn 
out  agreeably  to  the  manifest  sent  home  with  the  ship  r— .Thift 
is  the  case. 

5591.  At  what  time,  as  far  as  you  have  information,  is  the 
duty  collected  by  the  Company  paid  to  the  Crown? — (^f^ 
JVybrow,)  In  about  a  fortnight  after  the  prompt  day. 

5592.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  there  is  any 
charge  to  the  public  in  respect  of  that  ? — There  is  none  what- 
ever, that  I  am  aware  of. 

5598.  Are  you  solely  employed  about  the  tea  ? — (Mr.  True* 
lock.)  Yes. 

5594.  Are  you  paid  by  the  Company,  or  by  the  government  ? 
— By  the  King. 

5595.  Have  you  no  other  duty  to  perform  ?»None  but  tea  ; 
we  have  nothing  under  our  charge  but  tea. 

5596.  What  is  the  total  expense  of  the  tea  establishment  in 
London  ? — There  are  about  eighty-two  of  us  employed,  an4 
the  whole  expense  is  under  £10,000. 

5597.  Are  those  eighty-two  persons  employed  in  the  receipt 
of  the  tea  into  the  Company's  warehouses,  and  the  discharge 
of  it  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

5598.  Are  they  required  also  to  look  into  the  stocks  of  the 

dealers  ? No,  not  at  all ;  those  officers  land  the  toas  at  thtf 

docks  also.  > 

5599.  Are  not  officers  of  customs  and  excise  put  on  boat* 
the  Company's  ships  from  China  and  India  for  the  proteotJOQ.  of 
die  revenue,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  put  on  board  othei; 
merchantmen  ? — ^I  have  no  doubt  of  that ;  but  it  does  not  coom 

our  departmeut. 
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revenue  if  the  duty  on  tea  was  collected  in  the  same  manner  as   3  Jant  I8l^« 
the  duty  on  other  articles,  instead  of  being  collected  at  the  India         'liZILu^ 
warehouses,  as  it  is  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question,  it  would         'Zjl?*''*^' 
depend  on  so  many  circumstances.  Jfr,]r.lfHiiiiil 

5613.  Would  it  be  productive  of  loss,  or  not  ? — I  apprehend 
that  there  cannot  be  any  doubt  of  that. 

5614.  The  qualities  of  teas  are  very  different,  are  they  not  ?— 
Very  different. 

5615.  What  is  the  practice  as  to  the  sale?— They  are  laid 
open,  and  the  brokers  take  an  ounce,  if  they  please,  out  of 
each  chest,  returning  an  ounce  of  the  same  quality,  which 
they  bring  with  them ;  they  have  a  little  tin '  measure  for  the 
purpose,  therefore  there  cannot  be  any  thing  of  consequence 

taken.  ^ 

5616.  The  quality  is  very  various  ?— Certainly ;  the  prices  prove 
the  different  qualities.  i 

5617.  Do  you  know  how  long  it  is  since  the  collection  of  the 
duty  on  tea  has  been  placed  under  the  excise  ? — I  cannot  say ;  I 
have  been  there  thirty -five  years,  and  it  has  been  so  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  the  excise ;  the  customs  had  a  small  duty  as  well, 
but  now  it  is  entirely  under  the  excise. 

5618.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a  greater  convenience  in 
levying  a  duty  ad  valorem  than  a  duty  of  so  much  a  pound  ?*I 
should  think,  with  respect  to  tea,  it  is  now  collected  very  con- 
cisely, and  with  verv  little  trouble,  and  every  person  must  knoir 
what  the  duty  should  be  to  a  farthing  ;  I  do  not  know  how  it 
might  be  if  it  was  altered ;  I  think  there  must  be  a  great  increase 
of  business  of  every  description. 

5619.  Supposing  the  trade  was  thrown  open,  do  you  think  the 
same  system  which  is  pursued  in  London  might  be  followed  in 
the  out-ports  ? — I  cannot  say ;  it  depends  on  whether  they  have 
the  same  conveniences ;  we  have  docks  and  warehouses  which 
are  very  secure  here ;  if  they  have  the  same  places  of  security,  it 

might  be  done,  but  it  would  be  attended  certainly  with  great  j 

additional  trouble. 

5620.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  mode  of  collecting  duty  on 
teas  so  effectual  and  so  likely  to  prevent  fraud  as  the  collection 
of  the  duty  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  by  the  produce  of 
the  public  sale  ? — It  is  impossible  there  should  be. 

5621.  Have  you  an}'  information  of  the  extent  of  smuggling? 
— We  know  of  smuggling  only  from  the  seizures;  they  are  veiy 
trifling.  < 

5622.  What  experience  have  you  had  in  the  collection  of 
other  branches  of  the  revenue? — None  whatever;  I  speak  of  the 
tea  only. 

5623.  The  answers  you  give  are  merely  with  respect  to  tea  ? 
— Yes. 
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fk>m  Bengal  and  Bombay  to  CantOD,  and  would  DoioottOferU  3JaMiail 
per  lb. ;  and  from  expenence,  since  my  last  eiamiaarioa^  ^  vn   . 
convinced  tbat  2^  and  Z^  per  lb.  u  Kigb  enough  to  fix  the  "^^ 
freight  for  the  present  time,  or  any  time  within  three  years.  Mr* 
Melvill  states  that  the  exchange  is  taken  at  too  favourable  a 
rate,  and  that  the  Company  have  not  been  drawn  on  at  that 
rate :  he -has  not  stated  at  what  rate  the  Company  were  drawn 
on.     By  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lloyd  it  appears  that  more  than 
4,000,000  of  tales  of  the  6,000,000  required  for   the  year 
1828-9  were  derived  from  bills  on   Bengal,  and  the  sale  of 
British  manufactures,  near  2,000,000  being  for  bills  on  Bengd* 
The  official  valuation  prevents  my  getting  at  the  rate  of  exchange 
at  which  these  bills  were  drawn  ;  but  I  have  here  a  Canton  price- 
current  of  the  20th  of  February,  which  gives  it  at...  202 

of  March  200 

and  of  April    202 

If  202  Sicca  rupees,  per  100  dolls.,  be  taken  as  the  probable  rate 
at  which  the  Cfompany  negotiated  their  bills,  the  exchange  at 
Calcutta  being  at  ]«.  10|^.  the  exchange  in  London  would  have 
been  established  at  a  fraction  under  Ss.  lOd.  Bills  in  Calcutta 
are  drawn  at  SO  days'  sight  from  Canton ;  the  interest  gained 
would  therefore  compensate  for  the  expense  of  passing  the 
operation  through  Bengal.  Mr.  Melvill  states  that  the  Com- 
pany have  sold  in  1829-30  only  27,455,063  lbs.  of  tea ;  but  in 
the  general  account  of  imports  and  exports  I  find  the  quantity 
of  tea  retained  for  consumption,  deducting  exports  to  colonies^ 
&c  in  1828,  was  29,305,757,  to  this  should  be  added  upwards 
of  200,000  exported  to  the  colonies,  making  29i  millions,  which 
corresponds  with  Paper  No.  38,  signed  T.  G.  Lloyd,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  quantity  sold  in  1826  was...  29,409,251  lbs* 

1827   80,327,169 

1828   29,982,080 

This  amount  includes  the  private  trade,  which,  as  now  carried 
on  in  teas,  is  only  a  branch  of  the  monopoly.  Taking  29^  mil- 
lions, therefore,  as  the  present  consumption  of  those  that  are 
compelled  to  obtain  their  supply  through  the  Company,  and  the. 
difference  between  the  price  at  which  I  have  stated  the  tea. 
could  be  sold  and  yield  a  profit,  if  free,  and  the  Company's  S9le 
price,  which  is,  IJ^^,  the  total  difference  for  the  year  1829-30 
would  be  £1,492,208.  Since  my  last  examination  I  have  pro- 
cured from  Holland  a  sample  of  the  tea  which  cost  29  tale,  and 
also  of  that  which  sold  at  Ss,  I^.  and  2s.  Id.  at  the  last  sale  of 
the  Company  ;  in  my  judgment,  the  Company's  highest  priced 
tea  has  the  preference  in  quality,  but  that  which  sold  at  is.  Id. 
is  barely  equal  to  the  sample  from  Holland.  Mr.  Melvill  states 
that  the  average  cost  of  the  Company's  congo  tea,  1828-9,  was 
29  tales  and  a  fraction.  The  Committee  will  understand  thai 
he  probably  speaks  in  the  language  of  the  India-House,  which 
means  that  the  cost  of  the  tea  in  tales,  the  expenses  of  the  fac- 
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qualities  and  the  winter  teas,  not  bought  on  contract^  would  3  June  1830, 

reduce  that  average  much  below  the  price  of  29.  ' 

5635.  Have  you  not  read  from  the  price-current  that  the  '    ^r^'^* 
price  of  winter  teas  was  18  tales,  and  m  April  reduced  to  15 

tales  ? — I  have. 

5636.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  the  winter  shipping  is  en^ 
tirely  over  at  that  time  ?-^I  am  not  aware  that  it  is,  because  I 
have  seen  invoices  of  teas  at  that  period. 

5637.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Company  are  very  large 
and  extensive  purchasers  of  teas? — I  believe  the  Company 
make  their  purchases  in  a  great  degree  by  contract,  which  conr 
tracts  must  be  entered  into  during  previous  or  early  parts  of  th« 
year,  and  that  the  shipments  are  made  in  December ;  but  that 
considerable  portions  of  tea  are  purchased  by  the  Company's 
agents  in  the  market,  perhaps  50,000  or  60,000  chests,  at  prices 
much  lower.  I  have  taken  the  highest  price  at  29  ;  even  the 
contract  prices  go  down,  according  to  the  quality,  to  23  tales  ;  I 
think  I  cannot  therefore  believe  that  the  average  purchase-price 
of  the  Company's  teas  can  be  29  and  a  fraction. 

5638.  Are  you  not  aware,  that  after  the  best  articles  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  market  the  refuse  only  remain,  that  may 
be  had  at  a  much  inferior  price  ?— I  am  quite  aware  of  that. 

5639.  Does  it  not  appear  that  if  the  Americans  purchase  teas 
at  14  tales,  those  who  have  purchased  at  29  have  purchased 
dear  ? — I  should  say  that  29  tales  may  be  a  very  fair  contract 
price,  but  the  contract  prices  for  the  different  qualities  o^  con* 
tract  teas  go  down  below  29  tales.  I  have  stated  that  in  the 
month  of  April  congo  tea,  of  No.  2  contract  quality,  cost 
but  18. 

564f0.  Is  that  the  Company's  contract?— It  is  the  same  thing; 
the  Company  have  not  the  exclusive  privilege  of  contracting. 

5641.  What  is  No.  2.  quality  ? — It  is  a  quality  below  the  first. 

5642.  Is  it  better  or  worse  than  what  may  be  called  the 
average  quality? — I  should  think  rather  better;  congo  tea 
should  be  of  very  good  quality  at  29. 

5643.  At  what  time  of  the  year  was  that  ? — The  purchase 
was  made  in  April  1829.  The  contract  was  entered  into  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  but  the  tea  was  shipped  in  December 
1828. 

5644.  By  whom  was  that  contract  made?— That  contract 
was  made  by  a  correspondent  of  our  house. 

5645.  Do  private  merchants  make  contracts  as  well  as  the 
Company  for  tea  ? — They  do,  and  would  oftener  do  so  if  they 
found  it  more  profitable ;  but  I  apprehend  they  feel  it  more  ad- 
visable to  deal  in  the  niiddling  descriptions  of  tea. 

5646.  On  reference  to  answers  to  questions  3251  and  to  3256,     P*««  ^^* 
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5655.  Upon  the  former  occasion  you  stated  that  yoD  could   3Juneia30. 

supply  tea  at  two-thirds  the  cost  price  the  Company's  trade         

supply  it  at? — I  stated  that  I  would  supply  the  consumer  of  "^^  "' " 
tea  at  one-third  less  tlian  the  Company's  sale-prices,  and  I  cal- 
culated  on   its  giving  a  very  great  profit ;  I  meant  one-tliird 
of  the  price  at  which  the  tea  is  sold  at  the  Company's  sales. 

5656.  Are  you  aware  that  prospectively  the  Company  is 
likely  to  supply  tea  costing  2^.  per  pound  for  its  carriage 
home  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that  I  am  aware  that  the  freight 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  that  in  1834;  and  it  appears  from 
the  paper  shown  to  me,  that  the  rate  of  freight  will  be  that ; 
I  should  think  that  probably  competition  might  carry  it  a  little 
lower,  but  not  much. 

5657.  Will  you  refer  to  the  paper  now  shown  to  you,  and 
state  whether  you  are  aware  that  the  Company's  freights  are 
likely  to  be  as  low  as  £12  per  ton  in  the  year  1834"  [an  estimate 
of  future  freight  bein(r  shown  to  the  ivitness'\  ?— .1  see  by  this 
paper  that  £11.  I9s.  lid.  is  put  down  as  the  freight  of  twenty 
sliips  in  1834;  but  I  do  not  know  the  object  for  which  this  is 
made  up. 

5658.  If  such  be  the  fact,  would  not  your  computation  be 
an  excessive  one  of  the  comparative  cost  of  two- thirds  ? — I 
only  made  that  offer  for  the  present  time  ;  I  do  not  know  what 
it  might  be  at  a  future  time ;  the  Company  might  reduce  their 
prices  by  bringing  more  tea  to  market ;  they  might  reduce  it 
to  a  price  at  which  no  one  would  be  willing  to  compete ;  but  I 
merely  remarked,  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  my  opinion, 
that  I  should  be  willing  to  contract  to  supply  the  tea  at  two- 
thirds  of  the  Company's  present  sale  prices. 

5659.  And  that  you  compute  tliat  those  prices  would  still 
give  you  what  you  call  a  fair  commercial  profit  ? — I  was  not 
without  an  employer  in  making  the  offer.  I  knew  where  I 
should  get  commission  out  of  it. 

5660.  How  much  would  your  employer  get  ? — He  calculated 
on  making  a  considerable  sum. 

5661.  In  making  this  calculation,  that  you  can  furnish  tea  to 
the  English  market  at  one-third  less  than  the  Company,  at 
what  rate  per  cent,  do  you  reckon  that  you  can  purchase  your 
tea  cheaper  in  China  than  the  Company  do  ? — I  cannot  say  if 
it  would  be  bought  any  cheaper  ;  persons  on  the  spot  differ  as 
to  the  mode  of  buying.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be 
bought  rather  cheaper. 

5662.  Can  you  give  any  thing  like  a  proportion  ? — I  cannot 

5663.  In  your  calculation  have  you  reckoned  the  tea  as 
purchased  in  China  at  the  same  rate  at  which  the  Company 
purchase  ? — My  calculation  was,  that  in  the  present  improved 
way  of  carrying  on  trade,  saving  the  immense  expencc  of  those 

5   K 
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3  June  1830.  laige  ships,  and  the  small  expence  of  the  London,  St.  Cathe- 
rinc*s,  and  other  docks,  in  comparison  with  the  present  mode  of 

/•  BaUh  ^»  managing  tea,  with  the  high  price  obtained  by  means  of  memo* 
poly,  would  give  a  very  large  profit  to  the  person  who  should 
import  them  on  tlie  present  improved  mode  of  doing  things ; 
that  a  person  mifettered  by  any  Act  of  Parliament,  not  having 
purchased  large  warehouses  or  docks  to  carry  it  on,  would 
carry  it  on  at  a  much  less  charge  than  the  Company  now  do. 

5664.  And  not  being  obliged  to  keep  a  stock  ? — Not  being 
obliged  to  keep  a  stock ;  and  he  would  spread  his  shipments 
from  Canton  over  a  greater  portion  of  the  year  than  the  Com- 
pany do. 

5665.  How  much  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  prime  cost  of 
teas  would  remunerate  the  private  trader  ? — That  depends  on 
the  quality  of  the  teas.  I  stated  to  the  Committee  that  25  per 
cent,  upon  a  cargo  of  teas  to  the  Continent,  but  those  cai^oes 
comprise  a  greater  portion  of  fine  teas ;  that  would  not  be 
enough  on  teas  to  England.  I  should  say  he  must  cany  it  as 
high  as  S5  per  cent. ;  that  would  leave  a  net  commercial  profit 
of  10  per  cent.,  out  of  which  the  agent  in  Canton  would  be 
paid,  and  the  merchant  here  would  take  the  remainder. 

5666.  Would  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost 
leave  a  net  profit  of  10  per  cent.  ? — On  tlie  finer  qualities  it 
would,  for  the  expence  of  fi-eight  does  not  bear  the  same  pro- 
portion on  them  ;  the  finer  the  quality  the  less  per-centage  of 
gross  profit  may  give  the  same  result. 

5667.  Would  you  contract  to  supply  tea  for  the  consumer 
for  the  next  five  years  for  two-thirds  of  the  price  the  Company 
will  be  likely  to  supply  at,  according  to  the  documents  on  the 
table  ? — I  could  not  make  a  contract  which  was  to  depend  on 
another  party ;  I  think  that  would  be  hardly  safe. 


JLL 


